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PREFACE. 


It  is  now  a  hundred  yeore  aince  Maitland  wrote 
his  History  of  Edinburgh,  and  seventy-fiye  have 

elapsed  since  Amot's  appealed.  Though  sub- 
sequently there  have  been  several  interesting  and 
popular  works  about  Edinburgh,  such  as  Chambers's 
'Traditions,  and  Wilson's  *  Memorials  of  Edinburgh 
in  the  Olden  'Hme;*  a  book  seemed  to  be  wanted  to 
bring  down  the  history  of  the  City  to  the  end  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  and  the  first  half  of  the  nine- 
teenth.  Tliis  object  it  appeared  desirable  to  supply. 

Researches  connected  with  the  present  work  have 
occupied  the  author  more  or  less  for  the  last  ten 
years.  ^ 

Since  Amot  s  period,  the  history  of  Edinburgh  pre- 
sents an  ever-changing  scene,  somewhat  dramatic  in 

its  aspect,  and  the  public  meetings  held  there  during 
the  last  forty  years  connect  it  with  a  wider  history. 
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and  indicate  "  the  very  ioxm  and  pressure  of  tlie 
times." 

Samuel  Johnson  somewhere  remarks  that  bio- 
grapliy  is  histor)  ;  in  this  volume  the  observation 
has  been  so  far  acted  on,  that  the  author  has  en- 
grafted on  his  phm,  a  .series  of  biojrraphie  lujtlees  of 
upwards  of  two  hundred  individuals,  whose  educa- 
tion or  lives  connect  them  with  Edinburgh ;  and 
these  brief  notices,  it  is  believed,  besides  being  useful 
for  reference,  may  impart  a  little  additional  interest 
to  the  history  of  the  ci(y  itself.  This  list  of  remark- 
able or  distinguished  characters  the  author  was 
anxious  to  have  rendered  somewhat  complete,  bat 
there  are  still  a  few  whose  names  might  have  been 
included.  For  example,  Oliver  Goklsinith  came  to 
Edinburgh  in  1 762,  to  pursue  his  medical  studies,  and 
took  up  his  residence  in  the  College  Wynd,  the  same 
ancient  lane  in  the  Old  town  w^hich,  about  twenty 
years  later,  was  the  birth-place  of  a  still  more  dis- 
tinguished man,  Sir  Walter  Scott 

Dr.  J.  G.  Spurzheim  visited  Edinburgh  in  1S16 
and  1828.  On  the  former  occasion  he  pnblicly  dis- 
sected a  brain  with  his  antagonist,  a  very  superior 
and  eminent  man — ^Dr.  John  Gordon,  and  came  off 
victor;  during  the  latter,  he  delivered  a  courae  of 
lectures  ou  Phrenology. 

Among  the  diBCOveries  of  modem  days,  perhaps 
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the  most  wonderful  is  the  Electric  Teiegi-aph,  and  it 
waa  indeed  a  notable  event  in  the  history  oi  iikiin- 
burgh,  and  one  which  would  thir^  years  ago  haye 
been  as  little  believed  as  some  of  the  fabulous  stones 
in  the  Arabian  Nights'  Enteitainiiients,  that  the 
metropolis  of  Scotland  should  be  placed  in  inskoU 
comimmicatioii  an  itli  tlu  (  apital  of  England,  nearly 
four  hundred  and  iifty  miles  distant,  and  that  by 
means  of  an  electric  wire,  by  which  messages 
are  conveyed  with  nearly  the  speed  of  lightnincf. 
This  remarkable  event  took  place  in  the  autumn 
of  1847. 

"Walter  Scott,"  says  Lockhart,  "delighted  in 
passing  through  some  of  the  quaint  windings  of  the 
ancient  city,  now  deserted,  except  at  mid-day,  by  the 
upper  world.  How  often  have  I  seen  him  go  a  long 
way  round  about,  rather  than  miss  the  opportanily 
of  halting  for  a  few  minutes  on  the  vacant  esplanade 
of  Hol^Tood,  or  under  the  darkest  shadows  of  the 
Castle  rock,  where  it  overhangs  the  Grasamarket — 
and  the  huge  slab  that  still  marks  where  the  gibbet 
of  Porteous  and  the  Covenanters  had  its  station. 
His  coachman  knew  him  too  well  to  move  at  a 
Jehu's  pace  amidst  such  scenes  as  these.  No  ftmeral 
hearse  crept  more  leisurely  than  did  his  landau  up 
the  Canongate  or  the  Cowgate;  and  not  a  queer  tot- 
tering gable  but  recalled  to  him  some  long  buried 
memory  of  splendour  or  bloodshed,  which,  by  a  few 
words,  he  set  before  the  hearer  in  the  reality  of  life/' 
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Such  was  Sir  Walter  Scott's  veneration  for  old  Eldin- 

burgli,  that  he  obtamed  tlie  dour  of  the  demolished 
Tolbooth  of  the  city,  and  placed  it  at  his  mansion* 
It  bears  this  inscription,  The  Lord  of  armeu  t$ 
my  protector^  bltssit  ar  they  that  trust  in  the  Lord^ 
1575; " — and  the  doorway  at  the  west  end  of  his 
modem  castle,  Abbotsford,  is  composed  of  stones 
which  formed  the  portal  of  the  Ilmrt  of  Mid- Lothian^ 
or  old  prison  of  Edinburgh.  His  description  of  the 
ancient  city  is  very  graphic  as  well  as  poetical: 

Such  dusky  grtodeur  clothes  the  height. 
Where  the  huge  castle  holds  its  stato^ 

And  mil  the  steeps  slope  down, 
Whose  ridgy  back  heaves  to  the  sky, 
Filed  deep  and  massy,  dose  and  high, 

Mine  own  romantie  town  t 

?,\  Pt.  Berkard's  Chebceitt, 
EouausoB,  !«  Jamtmy,  1S6S. 


Digitized  by  Google 


ANKALS. 


PART  L 

raOM  THE  EABUE8T  PERIOD  TO  THB  GL06E  OF  THE 
BBIQN  OF  JAMBS  YI.  IN  1685. 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTOEY  OF  EDINBURGH. 


FABT  1. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  Christian  era,  the  Roman 
empire  waa  at  the  zenith  of  its  glory.   It  had  only  a  short 
time  before  extended  its  wingp  to  Britain ;  the  first  espe- 
B.O.  d&.  ^  Jnlins  Cesar  to  that  ishind  having  taken 

place  in  the  year  B.  c. 
Jnlins  Agricola,  the  father-in-law  of  Tacitus,  who  was 
his  eloquent  biographer,  was  despatched  to  Britain 
A.  D.  7y,  by  the  Emj>eror  Vespasian,  towards  tlie 
lattor  end  of  his  reign ;  and  after  some  eonquests  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  lie  appears  to  have  marrhe<l  with  his  anny 
into  Scotland  the  foliowinjj  year,  when  lie  came  t(»  tlie 

79. 

Firth  of  Forth  ;  and  it  is  extremely  probable  tliat  part 
of  the  ground  on  which  ancient  Edinburgh  now  stands  be- 
came for  a  period  a  Roman  station — the  Castnmi  Alatum  of 
that  powerfol  people.  Thence  Agricola  proceeded  to  the 
north,  and  fought  his  celebrated  battle  with  Galgacus  and 
the  brave  Caletlootans  at  Mons  Grampius;  the  exact  site  of 
which  still  continues  to  pnszle  antiquaries. 

It  is  curious  and  interesting  thus  to  cast  our  eyes  back 
nearly  two  thousand  years,  and  contemplate  the  fields  or 
hamlet  lying  below  tlie  aneient  and  stupendous  Castle  rock, 
occupied  by  the  gallant  Ai^ncola  and  his  Roman  soldiers. 

ao.      Agricola  then  built  a  chain  of  forts  between  the 
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Forth  and  Clyde,  and  LoUius  Urbicus,  one  of  the  lieu- 
tenants of  the  £mperor  Antoninus  PinSy  aboat  half  a 
oentniy  after,  erected  a  considerable  portion  of  the  wall 
of  Antoninna,  embracing  Agricola's  ibrts,  and  ex- 
tending from  near  Abercom  on  the  Forth  to  Old  Kilpatrick 
on  the  01  yde^  a  wall  having  at  some  places  foundations  of 
stone  and  throughout  ramparts  of  turf,  and  occupying  a  line 
of  about  thirty-feven  miles.  Tlie  vulgar  niudeni  name  of 
Graham's  Dvki',  given  to  this  wall,  tliero  is  reason  to  believe, 
was  a  COrruptitJii  of  the  (iaclic  word  (nroiit^  a  fortification. 

lu  the  year  A.  D.  208  tlie  Koman  Emperor  Soverus 
and  his  army,  also  engaged  in  warfare  with  tlie 
Caledonians,  and  the  ambuscades  from  which  they  suffered, 
together  with  the  coldness  of  the  climate  and  the  severity  of 
a  winter  march  across  the  hills  and  morasses  of  Scotland, 
are  stated  to  have  cost  the  Romans  about  6fty  thousand 
men,* 

At  Cramond,  nearly  five  miles  from  Edinburgh,  there 
WAS  a  Homan  station  in  the  time  of  Sevems.t  The  Romans 

had  forts  or  stations  at  regular  distances  between  the  east 
end  of  Anloinuus's  wall  near  Ahercorn,  and  Cramond. 

Affixed  to  the  exterior  of  a  honso  in  the  High  Street  of 
Kdinbur^di,  near  the  Nether  Bow,  tliere  is  a  stone  sculpture 
ol'  a  male  and  female  head,  regarding  which  there  has  existed 
a  tradition  that  they  represent  the  Emperor  Severus  and 
his  Empress  Julia,  who  were  both  in  Scotland,  and  the  re- 
semblance of  the  heads  to  those  on  the  coins  of  the  Emperor 
Severus  seems  to  corroborate  the  story.  A  modem  author  % 
of  considerable  research,  is  of  opuiion  that  evidence  enougli 
has  been  adduced  to  establish  the  hxt  that  a  Roman  eoUmia 
existed  on  the  site  of  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh  is  situated  in  that  part  of  the  country  which 

*  Gibbon's  Decline  and  Fall,  rol.  i. 
t  GovdoD's  Itinemiiiim  fieptontrfonal^. 

X  Dr.  Duiel  Wilaon,  in  lito  "  ArchiMlogy  and  Prahistorie  AnoaU  of 
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the  liomans  called  the  province  of  Valentia,'  and  seems  to 
have  deiived  its  name  from  Edwin,  the  first  Cln  istian  king 
nf  Narthamberlaiul,  who  overran  a  great  part  of  the  Pictish 
territorie%  and  founded  the  Castle  Edinburgh  about  the 
year  A*  626^  hence  the  name  of  Edinburgh,  or 
Edwin*9  hurgkf  or  Edwin's  Castle,  the  word  bnigh 
being  almost  synonymous  with  castle  or  town. 

King  Arthor  is  said  to  have  fouglit  one  of  hu  battles  on 
the  spot  where  Edinburgh  now  stands,  lience,  according  to 
tliis  account,  tlie  name  of  tlie  hill  called  Arthur's  Seat. 
P^iiiitbiirirh  Castle  was  styled,  before  its  present  name  was 
♦riven  to  tiie  town,  the  Fortress  of  the  Hill  of  Agnes — and 
at  a  later  |>eriod,  Castrum  Puellamm,  as  the  daughters  of 
the  Pictish  kings  and  chiefs  were  kept,  and  educated  tliere, 
till  they  were  married ;  this  was  conttdeied  a  necessary  safe- 
guard in  thoae  barbaric  ages. 

^  In  685  Edinbuigh  and  the  country  anmnd  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  Tktstj  but  it  was  again  con- 
quered by  the  Korthumbrians  in  the  ninth  century,  and 

^  was  held  by  them  till  956,  when  it  was  given  up  to 

Indulphus,  King  of  Scotland. 

  Queen  Mart^aret,  the  widow  of  Malcolm  Can- 

1099. 

moixst  died  in  IMinUiirgh  Castle,  iDtli  .June  1093, 
a  few  days  after  her  hu>ban(l  and  eKK'st  son  wrre  killed  at 
Alnwick,  Donald  Hane,  the  uncle  of  Malcolm's  children, 
usur}>ed  the  throne,  and  besieged  the  castle,  in  which  the 
rightiul  heir  to  the  crown  resided.  Donald,  imngining  from 
the  steepness  of  this  remarkable  fortress  that  the  eastern 

*  So  asiiMd  Id  boDour  of  tiie  Enperar  Vakntinlan,  in  th«  jrw  a.i>.  866. 
The  proviooe  that  ealled  V«lentU  by  the  Ruimuis  oompiiaed  the  »pace  of 

counfn-  frtnn  Ilndrinn's  Wall,  which  was  on  the  line  across  the  blan'!  tVdin 
Newcastle  to  the  Solway,  to  the  line  of  AgticoU's  chaiu  of  forts  fioiu  thu 
fifth  of  Forth  to  the  FlrOi  of  Cfyde. 

t  Malcolin  Canmoro  was  the  son  Of  OmHMll,  King  of  Scotland,  who  was 
mimit-Ti  d  l;v  M.iclxth  in  lo39.  Malctvlm  snccecded  to  the  throne  in  1057. 
Uis(^ct:D,  Margaret,  whom  he  married  in  1066,  waa  the  graaddaaghter  of 
BdoMmd  Iioonde,  King  of  Bnghmd.  She  wm  ea  eseeflent  end  euperior 
wonHoi.    Her  poeterity  have  c<Mitinned  to  nign  ha  Sootlead  neaily  eight 
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gate  was  the  only  mode  of  escape,  ordered  it  alone  to  be 
guarded,  but  the  body  of  the  queen  was  conveyed  through 
a  postern  on  the  west  side  of  the  castle^  to  Danfermline, 
where  she  was  interred.  The  children  of  Malcolm  escaped 
to  £ng1and|  where  they  were  educated  by  their  maternal 
uncle,  Edgar  Atheling. 

It  does  not  appear  certain  when  Edinbufgh  was 
constituted  a  royal  burgh,  but  David  I.,  in  his 
charter  of  fouiulution  of  the  abbey  of  Holyrood  in  1128, 
mtMitions  it  as  "  Burgo  meo  de  Edipineshura'"  and  it  is  pro- 
bable that  it  was  that  monarch  who  tirst  erected  it  into  a 
Koyai  burgh. 

^^^^      In  1174  Edinburgh  Castle  and  other  Scottish 
garrisons  were  given  up  to  tlie  English,  to  purchase 
the  freedom  of  William  1.  the  Lioui  King  of  Scotland,  but 
it  was  restored  on  his  marriage  with  a  relative  of  the  English 
King. 

^^^^     A  parliament  was  held  in  Edinburgh  for  the  first 

time  in  1215,  during  the  reign  of  Alexander  n. 
1230.      That  monarch  founded  the  monastery  of  Black- 
friars  ill  1230.    It  was  u  large  a] id  conspicuous  building:, 
standing  near  the  Old  High  School  Yards,  at  the  foot  of 
Infirmary  Street, 
j^^^      Alexander  II.,  King  of  Scotland,  died  in  1249, 
and  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Alexander  HI.,  then 
a  boy  nearly  eight  years  of  age.    This  youthful  monarch 
^   met  Heniy  m.,  King  of  England,  at  York,  in  1251, 
where  he  was  knighted  by  the  English  King^  and 
on  the  following  day  married  to  Margaret  the  daughter  of 
Henr) ,  a  girl  of  thurteen  years  of  age.   Alexander  m.,  on 
his  return  to  Scotland,  ]>roposed  to  make  Edinburgh  Castle 
his  residence,  but  from  the  Ear!  of  Monteith,  the  governor, 
bcin^x  disuti'ected  t'>  iilm,  thi.s  was  not  done,  thon^li,  by  tlie  aid 
of  the  English,  Montcitli  was  made  to  surrender  the  Ibrtress. 

In  1255,  Alexander's  vonntr  ()ucen,  Maiiiaiet, 
resided  in  the  Castle,  apart  irom  her  husband,  and 
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without  proper  attendants,  and  she  oomplamed|  not  nnna- 
tuially  fbr  a  yoong  person  aocufttomed  to  every  gaiety, 
that  it  was  a  ^aad  and  solitary  place;  without  verdure,**  and 
that  she  was  deprived  of  the  society  of  lier  hushand. 

AlexaiulcT  III.  was  killed  by  a  fall  from  bis  horse 
near  Kiiighoni,  in  Fife,  19th  March  1285,  and  this 
event  followed  soon  after  by  the  death  of  liis  grandchild  and 
successor,  Margaret  tlie  Maiden  of  Norway,  leit  it  doubtful 
who  was  heir  to  the  tlirone. 

At  the  period  of  the  contested  succession  to  the  Scottish 
down,  between  Brnoe  and  Baiiol,  £dward  I.,  who  had  been 
chosen  umpire  ,  in  the  dispute^  in  the  most  unprincipled 
manner,  invaded  Scotland,  and  successfully  besieged 
Edinburgh  Castle  in  1296,  and  it  remained  in  pos- 
session of  the  Enf^lish  till  1313,  when  it  was  re- 
1318.  , 

taken  by  the  Eail  of  Moray,  afterwards  regent  of 

Scotland  during  the  minority  of  David  II. 

The  oldest  charter  in  the  archives  of  the  city  is 
one  by  Robert  I.,  dated  1329,  fifteen  years  after 
the  battle  of  Bannockburn,  in  which  he  bestows  on  Edin- 
burgh the  town  of  Leith,  with  its  harbour  and  mills. 

Edward  Baiiol  held  a  Parliament  or  Council  of 

1333. 

Lords  in  the  Abbey  Chapel  of  Holyrood  in  1833. 
Edward  m.  twice  invaded  Scotland  in  support  of  the 

pretensions  of  Edward  Baiiol  to  the  throne,  and  while  lie 

h\y  with  his  army  at  Perth,  the  Count  Namur, 
1386.  .  .  . 

coming  with  a  body  of  foreigners  to  his  assistance, 

proj)osed  passing  tiirough  Edinburgh  on  his  way  northward, 
bnt  the  Earl  of  Moray  gave  him  battle  at  the  Borough- 
Muir,  a  little  to  the  south  of  the  city,  and  defeated  the 
invadeiB.  They  retreated  to  Edinburgh  in  order  of  battle, 
part  of  them  were  driven  through  the  spot  where  Bristo 
Port  afterwards  stood,  and  flying  down  the  Candlemaker 
Row,  took  refuge  on  the  Casde  rock;  others  fled  by  St. 
Mark's  Wynd.  Next  day  they  surrendered,  and  were 
allowed  to  depart  on  condition  that  they  bhuuld  never  iigair. 
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bear  anus  against  David  Brace.  This  battle  of  Borougli- 
muir  took  place  m  1336. 

On  his  rc'tuni  from  the  north  of  Scotland,  Edward  III.- 
caused  tlie  rastlc  to  be  ivl)iillt,  1)at  it  did  not  remain  \onii 

possession  oF  tlio  Knghsli,  as  it  was  recovered  by  a 
stratagem  contrived  in  1341  by  Sir  Wilhani  Donglas 
and  three  other  Scottish  gentlemen.  One  of  them  pretended 
to  be  an  English  merchant,  and  told  the  governor  that  he  bail 
got  a  caigo  of  wine,  beer,  and  biscoit,  exquisitely  spiced,  in  his 
vessel  in  the  Forth,  and  the  governor  relishing  the  s{>ecinien 
produced,  agreed  to  purchase  the  same,  and  the  provisions 
were  to  be  delivered  early  next  morning.  They  were  sent 
at  tilt  lime  appointed,  wiili  armed  men  disguised  as  sailors, 
and  aided  by  Sir  William  Douglas,  who  was  concealed  in 
the  neii^hbourhooil  with  a  band  of  soldiers,  tliey  overpowered 
tho  garrison  and  obtained  possession  of  the  castle. 

The  Scottish  Kincr,  David  II.,  died  in  Edinburgh 
'  *  Castle,  22d  Feb.  1371,  in  the  42d  year  of  his  reign. 
The  Earl  of  Carrick,  afterwards  King  Robert  HI.,  con- 
ferred  on  the  bni^esses  of  Edinburgh,  in  1385,  the 
singular  privilege  of  building  houses  to  themselves 
within  the  castle. 
1868       Robert  U.,  in  1388,  granted  to  the  town  a  piece 
of  ground  on  the  north  side  of  Market  Street,  or 
Hijih  Street,  called  the  Bell-house.    The  object  of  this  was 
to  beautify  the  town,  and  it  is  believed  to  be  the  spot  ou 
which  Mill's  Coiu't  now  stands. 

In  1398,  during  the  reign  of  Robert  III.,  a  tomv 
nament  was  held  on  the  ground  under  the  castle, 
near  the  North  Loch, 
1430  established  the  monastery  of  Grey  Friars, 

which  stood  on  the  south  side  of  the  Grassmarket, 
nearly  opposite  to  the  West  Bow.  It  had  spacious  gardens, 
now  the  Grey  Friars  bur^nng-ground.  .lane,  the  Queen  of 
tliis  Scottish  nioiiarcli,  to  whom  he  had  formed  an  attach- 
ment wiiile  he  was  a  prisoner  in  Windsor  Castle,  was 
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delivered  of  twin  princes  at  the  Abbey  of  Holyvood  in 
Edinburgh,  14th  October  1426. 

In  the  r»gn  of  James  L  the  generality  of  the  honses  in 
£dinbiiigh  did  not  ezoeed  the  hei|^t  of  twenty  feet.  This 
excellent  prince^  who  was  at  once  an  acoompUahed  poet  and 
king,  fell  the  yictim  of  a  cntel  conspiracy  at  Peith| 
in  1437.  Walter,  Eari  of  Athol,  the  kingfs  wide, 
and  other  two  of  the  murderers,  were  broufxlit  to  Edin- 
burglij  and  sutiercd  death  with  such  a  dreadfid  accompani- 
ment of  horrors  as  is  revolting  to  human  nature,  and  only 
to  ho  paralleled  in  the  annals  of  the  Spanish  Inquisition. 

His  son  and  successor,  James  11.,  was  crowned  at  the 
palace  of  Holyrood-house  when  only  seven  years  of  ago,  and 
resided  in  Edinburgh  OasUe  till  his  mother,  the  widow  of 
James  I.,  coming  to  visit  him  there,  in  1439|  man- 
aged by  a  stratagem,  getting  him  shnt  up  in  a  diest 
that  had  been  in  use  to  contain  her  own  dress;  to  get  him 
oonvejed  thus  from  Edinbtix|^  Castle  to  Leith,  whence 
they  safled  to  Stirling. 

In  1447,  James  11.  panted  to  Edinhurgh  the 
Trinity  Fair,  with  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
thereto  pertaining.    This  was  the  original  estalilisiiment  of 
Hallow  fair,  which  Is  held  annually  in  Eilinburgh  in  the 
month  of  November, 
1448.      ^^^^     mwried  Mary  of  Guelderland,  who  was 
crowned  Queen  at  the  abbey  of  Holyrood-house, 
July  1443. 

James  II.,  in  1450,  allowed  the  citizens  to  fmtifV 
Edinburgh  fer  the  first  time,  by  building  a  wall 
which  commenced  at  the  foot  of  the  north-east  rodt  of  the 

Castle,  at  a  place  called  the  Well-howe  Towtfr^  corrupted  in 

common  parlance  into  W  ullacc's  Tower,  where  the  ruins  of 
a  small  fortress  are  still  to  be  seen  in  the  Western  Prince's 
Street  ganlens,  a  Itttiti  to  the  south  side  of  the  Edinburgh 
and  Glasgow  railway.  The  wall  ran  along  from  this  point 
till  it  came  opposite  the  Castle  Uiil  reservoir,  whence  it 
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was  carrieil  quite  across  the  hill.  At  the  Castle  liill  there 
was  a  gate  of  communication  for  the  town  to  the  citadel. 
Thence  the  wall  proceeded  in  an  oblique  direction  to  the 
middle  of  the  West  Bow,  where  was  the  Upper  Bow  Part; 
it  then  passed  east,  by  the  back  of  the  present  Parliament 
House,  to  the  Mint  Close,  and  firom  there  to  the  Nether 
Bow  Port. 

Greenside  was  giantcd  by  James  II.,  in  1456,  to 
the  Edinhurirhers,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  tilts 
and  tournaments  there. 

In  1461,  Henry  Yl.  of  England,  with  his  Queen, 
^Mariiaret  of  Anjou,  and  their  son,  Kdward  Prince 
of  Wales,  took  refu^  in  Edinburgh  and  resided  for  a  period 
there,  when  they  were  most  kindly  and  hospitably  received. 
Margaret  <^  Anjou,  it  b  well  known,  is  one  of  Shakspeare^s 
heroines,  and  it  is  connected  with  this  period  of  her  hus- 
band's history  that  he  makes  her  say  to  Lewis,  King  of 
France : 

Mow  dwrefore  be  it  known  to  ooUe  Lewis,— 
Tlmt  Henry,  Hole  pOBsesior  of  my  love, 

l^,  of  a  king,  become  a  banish'd  mnn, 

And  forc'd  to  live  in  Scotland  a  torloni ; 

Wliile  proud,  ambitious  Edward,  Duke  of  York, 

Usurps  the  regal  title,  and  the  scat 

Of  Englaiid'a  tnie  anointed  Uwfiil  king." 

^^^^      James  III.  resided  much  at  Holyrood,  and  his 
nuptials  with  Margaret,  Princess  of  Denmark,  were 

celebrated  "in  great  dignity"  at  the  Abbey  there,  13th 
July  1469. 

The  markets  for  provisions  in  Edinbnrfrli  had  no 
1477.  .       *  ,  ^ 

iixed  places  assigned  them  till  1477,  wlien  James  III., 

by  letters  patent,  granted  a  charter  confirming  the  places  then 

fixed  by  the  magistrates,  and  which  is  historically  curious,  as 

indicating  the  principal  localities  of  £dtnbargh  at  that  early 

period.  The  hay,  straw,  grass,  and  hone^neat  markets  were 

to  be  held  in  the  Gowgate,  from  Forrester's  Wynd  down  to 
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Peebles  Wynd,  which  latter  was  palled  down  three  oentmies 
afterwards  to  make  way  for  the  South  Bridj^;  the  fish  market, 
fitom  the  Eriar  Wyud  to  the  Nether  Bow,  in  Market  Street 
or  High  Street  $  the  salt  market,  in  Niddry's  Wynd ;  the 
camp  of  chapmen,  from  the  Bellhouse  down  to  the  Tron, 
after^^  ;L^ds  the  Tron  Kiik;  the  hatmakers  and  skinners, 
oppusitL'  to  them  on  the  south  side  of  the  street ;  the  ^^ootl 
and  timber  market  irom  Dalrjinple  Yard  to  tlie  Grejfriars 
and  westward;  tlie  shoe  market  from  Forrester's  Wynd 
westward;  the  nolt  or  flesh  market,  about  the  Tron;  the 
poultry  market,  at  the  Cross;  the  cattle  market,  at  the 
Kin^s  Stables,  back  of  Castle;  the  meal  and  com  market, 
from  the  Toibooth  np  to  Liberton's  Wynd;  from  there  to  the 
Tkesep,  the  doth  and  lawn  market.  Bntter,  cheese,  wool, 
and  all  goods  to  be  weighed,  at  the  Upper  Bow,  and  a  Tron 
or  Weigh  to  be  set  there, — the  ancient  Weigh-house; 
cutlers  and  smith  work,  beneath  the  Nether  Bow,  about  St. 
Maiy's  W\iid ;  all  saddleiy  work,  at  the  Greyftiars,  Grass- 
market.  What  a  lively  graphic  picture  this  scene  presents 
of  the  ancient  city  of  £dinbtirgh  I 

James  III.  havini^  offended  the  nobles  of  Scot- 

1482. 

land,  was  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  the  Castle  of 
£dinbaigh,  in  1482,  and  after  nine  months  of  a  kind  of 
imprisonment  tfaere^  he  was  liberated  by  the  valour  of  the 
citizens,  who,  under  the  command  of  Bertram,  theur  provost 
or  chief  magistrate,  assaulted  the  Castle,  and  set  their  sove- 
reign tree.  King  James,  to  show  his  gratitude  for  tliis,  ap- 
pointed the  chiei'  inagisLrate,  ex  officio^  Hereditary  High 
Shcnti*  within  the  City,  an  office  which  the  Lord  Provost  of 
Edinburgh  still  enjoys  as  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  City  of 
the  County  of  £dinburgh.  At  the  same  time  he  invested 
the  magistrates  with  the  power  of  making  laws  for  the 
goveniment  of  the  cify,  with  other  privileges,  contained  in  a 
patent  sfyled  a  GoJdm  Charier,  issued  in  1483.  He  also 
gave  the  Trades  of  Edinbuigh  a  standard  or  banner,  called 
The  Bbie  Blanket,  whiefa,  though  in  a  tattered  eosdition,  is 
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still  carefully  presented  by  tlic  Convener  of  tlie  Tradea  tor 
the  time  being,  and  is  displayed  on  im]>ortant  cxK»sions. 

James  IV.  succeeded  to  the  Scottish  throne  on 

1483 

the  death  of  his  father,  11th  June  I4889  when  in 
the  sixteenth  year  of  his  age.  A  treaty  of  marriage  between 
him  and  the  Princess  Margaret,  daughter  of  Henry  VII.  of 
P^ngland,  was  concluded  in  1499,  but  the  marriage 
did  not  take  place  till  four  years  afterwards.  Mean- 
while he  was  a  irood  deal  engaged  in  preparing  a  gay  recep- 
tion anil  suitable  residence  in  Edinburgh  lur  his  intruded 

bride.     She  came  in  ijreat  state  from  England. 
1603.     ,  ,  ... 

Some  of  the  particulars  connected  w  ith  this  inan  iage 

illustrate  the  matiners  of  the  age,  and  of  royalty  at  Eklin- 
Imrgh  at  that  period.  The  King  went  to  meet  hi.<?  fair 
Margaret  at  the  Earl  of  Morton^s  castle  of  Dalkeith«  He 
was  arrayed  in  a  jacket  of  crimson  velvet  bordered  with 
cloth  of  gold,  and  at  the  interview  he  and  she  made  great 
reverences  the  one  to  the  other.  Margaret  remained  four 
days  between  Dalkeith  and  the  Abbey  of  Newbattle,  during 
which  the  King  visited  her  daily  and  excited  adiiiiration  by 
his  feat^  of  horseinansliip,  and  entertained  his  bride  by  play- 
ing on  the  clarycordes  and  the  lute.  On  the  seventh  August 
1503,  tlio  Princess  set  out  for  Edinburgh,  placed  in  a  litter 
very  richly  adorned,  and  she  was  equipped  in  a  rich  gown 
of  cloth  of  gold,  with  a  purfill  of  black  velvet  and  a  rich 
collar  of  pearl  and  stone.  The  King  came  half  way  from 
Edinburgh  to  meet  her,  mounted  on  a  bay  hone  covered 
with  tray>pings  of  gold,  and  he  wore  a  jacket  like  to  the 
trappings,  his  doublet  was  of  violet  satin,  his  hose  of  scarlet, 
his  shirt  l)ound  with  stones  and  pearls,  his  spurs  gih  and 
long.  On  coming  to  the  Queen  he  made  her  very  humble 
obeisance.  He  then  tried  a  courser  of  his  own,  whose  har- 
ness was  of  cloth  of  gold  and  crimson  velvet,  to  see  if  he 
would  carry  double,  bat  the  horse  not  being  accustomed  to 
this  load,  he  mounted  on  the  Queen's  pallt^y,  and  the  said 
Queen  behind  him,  and  so  rode  towards  the  said  town  of 
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Edinburgh.**  On  the  way  there  was  prepared  for  their 
entertatDmeiit  a  oonning  matdi  of  a  8tag  with  a  giejhoimdy 
and  the  vefureaentatiou  of  a  simple  lomanoe  of  diivahy. 
The  royal  company  weie  veoeiTed  in  the  city  with  gieat  re* 
joicbg,  prooeflBions  and  pageants,  while  at  the  Cross  was  a 
ibtiiitain  casting  ibrth  wine.  The  houses  and  \^*indow8  were 
luuii:  With  tapestry,  and  were  full  of  lords  and  ladies,  gen- 
t U' Wi  ll  lie n  and  gentlemen,  and  in  the  streets  ^vcre  so  great  a 
niuititude  of  people  that  it  was  a  fair  thing  to  see.  Then 
the  company  passed  out  of  the  city  to  the  clmrch  of  Holy 
<  'i  t)ss  or  Holyrood.  Each  one  leapt  off  his  horse,  and  in 
fair  order  went  with  the  procession  into  the  church.  The 
King  and  the  Queen  light  down.  He  took  the  Queen  by 
the  body  and  led  her  to  the  great  ahari  where  was  a  place 
arranged  for  them  to  kneel  npon  two  eoshions  of  doth  of 
gold.  After  these  ceremonies  at  the  church  were  over,  the 
King  and  Queen  went^to  the  adjoining  palace  of  Holyrood, 
where  he  took  leave  of  her.  The  following  day,  the  eighth 
of  August,  1503,  every  nian  appointed  himself  richly  for  the 
honoiur  of  being  present  at  this  noble  and  royal  mariiage. 
Between  eight  and  nine  o'clock  overy  one  was  readji  nobly 
apparelled,  and  the  ladies  came  richly  arrayed^  some  in 
gowns  of  cloth  of  gold,  others  in  crimson  velvet  and  black, 
others  of  satin  and  tinsel,  of  damask  and  of  chamlet  of  many 
cokmis ;  hoods^  chains,  and  collars  npon  their  necks,  accom-' 
panied  with  their  gentlewomen  arrayed  honestly  after  their 
guise  for  to  hold  company  to  the  said  Qneen.  The  arch- 
bishop of  York  and  the  Bishop  of  Durham,  with  the  Earl  of 
Surrey  and  the  other  Lords  of  Englaiul,  were  conducted 
into  the  pres<'?uv'  f>f  the  Kiiiir,  who  was  within  his  great 
eliauiber,  and  at  llie  coming  of  tiie  said  lords  made  reverence 
to  every  man,  his  bonnet  always  in  his  hand.  The  King 
sat  in  a  chair  of  crimson  velvet,  and  as  the  narrator,  in  his 
simple  admiration,  states,  "  It  was  a  noble  thing  to  see  the 
said  chamber  so  nobly  ftumished.**  The  Qneen  was  brought 
from  the  palace  to  the  chttrch  arrayed  in  a  rich  robe^  horded  of 
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crinisuii  ve'lvet,  witli  a  very  rich  Cdllar  oi'  i;old  and  |ieai'L 
round  her  iiet  k,  cnru  iuHl  with  :i  very  rich  crown  of  fjoM. 
garnished  with  pierrery  and  pearls,  her  hair  hanirinf^.  She 
was  accompanied  hy  maity  ladies,  two  of  Knghuid  and  two 
of  Scotland  in  each  row,  her  train  borne  by  the  Countess  of 
Surrey.  The  King  was  equipped  in  a  gown  of  white 
damask,  figured  with  gold  and  lined  with  sarsenet.  He  had 
on  a  jacket  with  sleeves  of  crimson  satin^  the  lists  of  black 
velvet,  tinder  the  same  a  doublet  of  cloth  of  gokl,  and  a  pair 
of  scarlet  hose,  his  shirt  braided  with  thread  of  jcjold,  his 
bonnet  bl.ick,  with  a  rich  balay  or  ruby,  and  his  sword  about 
him.  Tlien  the  King  coining  near  to  the  Queen  made 
reverence,  and  she  to  him  very  humbly.  Then  the  noble 
marriage  was  performed  by  the  Archbishop  of  Glasgow. 
This  done,  the  trumpets  blew  for  joy,  and  the  Kini'.  holding 
his  bride  by  the  right  hand,  conveyed  her  to  the  high  altar, 
where  they  knelt  on  rich  cushions.  She  was  afterwards 
anointed,  and  the  King  gave  her  the  sceptre  in  her  hand. 
They  dined  separately  that  day.  At  the  first  course  the 
Queen  was  served  with  a  wild  boar's  head  gilt,  within  a  fair 
platter,  then,  ^vith  a  fair  piece  of  bran,  followed  by  divers 
other  dibhes  to  the  number  of  twelve.  Largesae^  meaning, 
it  is  to  bp  supposed,  a  scattennix  of  money  to  the  peojile, 
was  (  1  1  1  throe  times  in  tlie  Kind's  chamber,  in  the  great 
chamber,  and  in  the  hall  of  the  King  and  Queen.  Alter 
dinner  the  minstrels  played,  and  tlie  King  and  Queen,  and 
the  ladies,  knights^,  gentlemen  and  gentlewomen  danced. 
Such  is  a  minute^  full,  and  particular  account  of  this  the 
most  gay  and  gorgeous  wedding  that  probably  ever  occurred 
in  EtUnburgb.  Perusing  these  very  graphic  details*  in  the 
middle  of  the  nineteenth  century,  obe  Is  apt  to  imagine  them 

*  Libor  Gutumn  Sftuctc  Cnicii*.  Miim'mentA  Kcclesic  Sancte  Crueisde 
EdwiiicsLargf.  4to.  Kdiiiliurgli,  1840.  'Y\\\<  interesting  pnWicntion  nnd 
Uteraiy  gom  was  edited  by  that  accomplishu'l  noblenuui,  Lord  Francis 
Egertoo,  vxm  Eftri  of  Ellewnera,  and  printad  and  presented  to  the  Bmum- 
tyne  Club  as  bis  contrikitl  It  is  foil  of  oorkMU  aatiqiuiiaa  auttor  n- 
gwding  the  Abbey  of  Uolyrood. 
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the  ddineatiop  of  a  modern  ooronatiim  rather  than  the 
marria|i^  of  a  Scottish  monarch  in  Edinbni^  in  the  hegin> 
ning  of  the  sixteenth  centniy. 

In  1 504  the  Boroui^li-Muir,  to  the  south  of  Ediii- 

bur<^hj  \N  as  so  overgrown  with  wood  that  the  Town 
Council  allowed  the  inhiibitiints  to  extend  their  houses  seven 
feet  forward  into  the  street  to  get  tiie  wood  disposed  of,  and 
this  accounts  for  the  wooden  fronts  still  presented  hy  aome 
of  the  old  houses  in  the  High  Street  and  closes  adjoining. 
James  lY.  gave  splendid  entertainments  in  £dinbnrgb. 
^^^^  It  was  there  the  celebrated  dinner  to  the  French 

ambassador  took  place  on  Christmas  day,  1511,  and 
he  frequently  held  gay  and  gorgeous  tournaments  in  the 
Soottidi  capital,  to  which  the  knights  of  all  ooontries  resorted. 
^^^^       On  the  defeat  of  James  IV.  at  the  battle  of  Flod- 

den,  in  1513,  where  he  was  attended  by  the  Provost, 
the  Earl  of  Angus,  and  a  number  of  the  principal  inhabi- 
tants, who  mostly  pehshed  on  that  fatal  field, — Edinburgli 
was  not  only  thrown  into  mourning,  but  placed  in  a  state  of 
the  greatest  alarm  of  an  invasion  by  the  English.  On  this 
occasbn  the  walls  of  the  dty  were  extended  from  the  Castle 
Hill  across  the  Grassroarket,  np  the  Vennel,  to  the  Potter- 
row  port,  and  from  thence  by  the  spot  where  Dmmmond 
Street  now  stands,  to  the  Pleasance  and  foot  of  St.  Mary's 
Wynd.  The  Council  also  raised  at  that  time  a  Town  guard, 
consisting  of  twenty-four  men,  for  the  defence  of  the  city, 
and  ordered  artillery  to  be  jmn  liaised  fur  the  same  pur])o^e. 

On  the  Duke  of  ^Vibiuiy  becoming  regent  he  was 

received  with  great  pomp  by  the  three  estates  of  the 
kingdom,  who,  with  James  iV/s  widow,  now  become  the 
wife  of  the  £arl  of  Angus,  and  who,  by  that  marriage,  had 
ibrieited  the  regBocy;  met  him  at  Holyrood-house,  26th  May 
1515.  The  same  year,  doting  the  minority  of  James  V.,  a 
serious  aflray  took  place  in  the  streets,  between  the  foUowers 
«if  the  toihnlent  nobles.  No  less  than  two  hnndred  and 
fifty  were  slain  on  the  occasion,  the  remainder  escaped  by 
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the  North  Loch.  This  skirmish  is  distinguished  in  tlie 
annals  of  Edinburgh  by  the  quaint  natne  of  Clean  Hit 
Cau$eway, 


Gawin  Douglas,  the  famous  Scottish  poet,  was 
bom  in  1475,  and  was  educated  for  the  cliurch.  In 
14U6  he  was  Rector  of  Hawick.  He  was  appointed  Provost 
of  the  Collegiate  Church  of  St.  GUes,  Edinbui^h,  in  1509, 
and  then  became  a  denizen  of  the  ancient  city.  His  trans- 
lation of  VirgiPs  ^neid  appeared  in  1513.  A  metrical 
translation  of  a  Latin  classic  into  Scottish  was  then  an 
ahnost  entire  novelty,  and  Douglas  deserves  great  cretlit  for 
his  execution  of  the  ^M)rk.  To  each  book  lie  prefixed  a  pro- 
logue of  hi-  cu  H.  jointing  being  tlit'U  only  in  embr\'o,  his 
work  rciuiiiued  in  MS.  till  1553^  when  an  edition,  including 
some  of  his  other  poems,  was  brought  out  in  London.  In 
1515  Douglas  was  appointed  Bishop  of  Dunkeld.  He  died 
in  London  in  1522. 

In  1537  James  Y.  married  Magdalen,  daughter 
of  Francis  1.,  King  of  France.   The  royal  couple 
landed  at  Leith,  and  remained  at  Holyrood-house  till  prepa- 
rations were  made  for  their  pnblic  entry  into  the  city,  which 
they  made  with  great  magnificence.     This  princess  died 
forty  (lays  after  her  marriage,  and  in  1538  Edin- 
burgh receive<l  the  second  Queen  of  James,  also  from 
France,  Mary  of  Guise,  who  was  destined  to  act  a  conspi- 
cuous part  in  the  atiairs  of  the  city  and  of  the  kingdom. 

At  the  succession,  in  1542,  of  the  infant  Queen 
Mary,  on  the  death  of  her  father,  James      a  rup- 
ture between  England  and  Scotland  took  place,  and  in 
1544  an  English  army  landed  at  BojBton  (the  Duke 
of  Bucdeucfa's  property  near  the  modem  pier  of 
(iranton)|  took  the  town  of  Leitb,  and  afterwards  unsuo- 
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eeaifoUy  aasanlted  £diiil)iir^h  Castle  They  wrealbed  th/m 
vQogauioe  on  the  dty  of  Jikiuibiiighy  and  madt  greal  devas- 
ttttkm  ihere^  as  wdl  as  io  ibe  oountiy  aioamL  The  palace 
of  HoljToodJioiis^  and  the  castles  of  Craigmlllar  and  Boa* 
lyn  wen  bamed  at  the  same  time. 

The  Duke  of  Somenet^  Lonl  I^rotector  of,  Eng- 
land, dd^ted  the  Scots  in  a  severe  battle  tbufrht  at 
Pinkie,  ^ix  imies  ua^t  tiuin  Ktlinbur^li,  on  lOtli  SL'|)triul>er 
1547.  The  English  burned  Leith,  but  Edinburi:li  was 
spared  the  calamities  of  war  on  this  occasion,  though  the 
country  around  was  again  made  a  scene  of  devastation. 

The  streets  of  £dinburgh  were  first  lighted  in 
1555,  when,  on  aocoimt  of  the  firequent  robberies, 
the  Gooncil  orderod  lanterns  or  bowets  to  be  bang  oat  ia 
the  streets  and  doses  to  oontiDiie  bamuig  from  five  till  nine 
c^dock  evening. 

Tfa^  RtroBMATsois  from  the  errars  of  Popeiy  now  quread 
throughout  the  country,  and  one  of  Scotland's  most  oele- 
iMWted  sons,  John  Knox,  came  to  Edinburgh  in  1555, 
where,  by  Lis  bold  and  luanlj  intrepidity,  aud  liis  earnest 
zeal  in  the  support  of  Protestantism,  he  became  the  great 
injitrument  under  Providence  of  spreading  the  doctrines  of 
the  Reformation,  not  only  in  the  metropoUs  of  his  country 
but  throughout  ScotlAud* 

The  £e£»nners  got  hold  of  the  image  of  the 
tutelary  saint  of  £Minburgh,  St.  Giles,  and  threw  it 
into  the  North  Loch,  bnt  when  the  Popish  priests  discovered 
their  loss,  they  obtained  a  small  image  from  the  Oreyfriars 
in  Hen  of  it,  fiir  their  procession  on  die  anmversary  of  the 
saint,  1st  September  1558, — ^this  the  mob  in  derision  called 
Yimnff  Si,  GiUif  and  they  demdished  it  and  dispersed  the 
procession. 

The  adiierents  of  the  Reluimation  took  to  themselves  the 
name  of  The  Congreyation,  and  their  leaders  among  the 
nobility  of  Scotland,  were  called  the  Lords  of  the  Congre- 
gation.  The  early  retbnoers  in  Scotland  having  themselves 
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been  Boverely  penecuted,  it  was  noi  snrprisiiigi  thongh 
much  to  be  regretted,  that  in  their  early  seal  they  ahodd 
have  attacked  the  eodesiastical  buildings  of  the  BomamatSy 
and  on  the  demolition  of  some  feligions  houses  at  Perth,  the 

Queen  Regent,  the  mother  of  Queen  Mary,  wrote  to  the 
magistrates  of  Edinburgh,  urging  thorn  to  preserve  the  peace 
of  the  city.  They  sent  deputies  to  tlie  Lords  of  the  Con- 
gelation, entreating  them  to  spare  tlie  church  buildings; 

and  on  the  Queen  Ki7i;ent  entering  tlie  capital,  it 

was  agreed  between  her  and  the  Xiords  of  the  Con- 
gregation that  each  party  should  peaceably  pursue  their 
own  religious  worship  till  the  beginning  of  the  following 
year.  The  Queen  Regent  now  went  to  Leith,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  fortify  that  town,  and  expelled  several  of  the 
Inhabitants,  and  required  the  Lords  of  ^e  Congregation  to 
disband  their  forces  All  this  was  considered  by  the  Lords 
as  an  infringement  of  tlie  late  treaty,  and  they  assembled  a 
convention  of  Peers,  Barons,  and  representatives  of  burghs, 
in  the  Tolbooth  of  Edinburgh,  wliere,  after  consultinf:  with 
John  Knox  and  Wiilox,  as  the  representatives  of  the 
Reformation  clergy,  they  decided  that  it  was  lawful  to  resist 
tyrannical  princes,  and  proceeded,  23d  October  1559,  to 
depose  the  Queen  Regent,  as  coming  within  that  categoiy. 
Her  introduction  of  foreign  troops  into  Scotland  was  also 
considered  one  of  her  chief  crimes.  But  this  sentence  it 
was  eaner  to  pass  than  to  execute,  and  a  struggle  ensued 

which  lasted  till  the  death  of  this  same  Queen  Mary 

of  Guise,  10th  June  1560. 
The  Church  in  Edinburgh  and  throughout  Scotland 
was  under  the  government  of  the  Konian  Catholics  till  1560. 
Popery  was  then  abolished  and  the  Conliession  of  Faith 
approved  of,  in  the  Parliament  which  was  held  at  Edin- 
burgh, Ist  August  1560.  On  the  17th  of  that  month  the 
record  of  the  said  Pariiament  is  as  follows: — '^xvii  Die 
August!. — ^The  Coofossion  of  Faith  professed  and  believed 
by  the  Fkotcstants  withm  the  realm  of  Scotland,  published 
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by  than  in  Pariiament,  and  hy  the  Estates  theteof  ratified 
and  iqiproved  as  wholesome  and  sonnd  doctdne,  grounded 
upon  the  infidlible  trath  of  God's  woid,  Matthew  zziv.. 
And  this  glad  tidings  of  the  kingdom  shall  be  preached 

thrGu  uli  the  whole  world  for  a  witness  onto  all  nations,  and 
then  bliAl  the  end  come. — The  Estates  of  Scotland,  witii  the 
inhabitants  of  the  same  professing  Christ  Jesus  his  holy 
Evanfre!,  to  tlieir  natural  counti'ymen."  Then  after  a  fur- 
ther introduction,  follows  the  first  article  of  this  Original 
Confession  of  the  Protestant  Church  of  Scotland,  which  it 
will  be  observed  differs  in  words  but  not  in  spirit  from  the 
artide  adopted  by  the  Westminster  Assembly,  the  following 
oentmy.  "  Of  God — we  confess  and  acknowledge  one  only 
Grody  to  whom  only  we  must  cleave^  whom  only  we  must 
serve,  whom  only  we  mnst  wofdiip,  and  in  whom  only  we 
most  put  onr  trust,  who  is  etemal,  infinite^  nnmeasoreable, 
inoomprehenfnble,  omnipotent,  inyisible,  one  in  substance, 
and  yet  distinct  in  three  persons,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and 
the  Holy  Ghost.  By  whom  we  confess  and  believe  all  things 
in  hea\  en,  and  in  earth,  as  well  visible  as  invisible,  to  have 
been  created,  to  be  retained  in  their  being,  and  to  be  ruled 
and  guided  by  his  inscrutable  Providence,  to  such  end  as 
his  eternal  wisdom,  goodness,  and  justice,  has  appointed 
thenii  to  the  manifestation  of  his  own  i^lory."  *  This  was 
confirmed  by  the  fiist  Parliament  of  King  James  VI^  held 
at  Edinbmr^  1567«t 

Maiy  Qneen  of  Scots  was  married  to  the  Danphin  of 
France  in  1558,  and  he  soon  after  became  King,  as  Ftancis 
XL,  bnt  died  in  1560,  and  on  the  19th  Angnst  of 
the  following  year  the  youthful  Queen  of  Scotland 
landed  at  Leitli  and  proceeded  to  Holyroud-house.  Though 
received  with  great  demonstrations  of  joy,  Mary  found  everv 
thing  in  much  confusion  in  Edmbur^h,  troui  the  antagonism 

*  Tho  Acts  of  the  Parliament  of  Scotland,  ioliu,  vul.  ii^  a  i>.i62-M>4. 
t  tbi^  folio,  VOL  liL,  A.  D.  1M7-1692.  p.  36. 
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between  Pupeiy  and  the  Befoniiatioii.  The  reformed  doo- 
trines  were  in  i^erel  aooeptatioD  over  the  kingdom)  but 
had  never  yet  obtained  the  sapport  of  the  Crown,  and  heie 
waa  the  yonng  Qneen  having  maaa  aaid  at  Hdjrood  on  the 
first  Sabbath  after  her  arrival.  Thia  led  to  aome  rioting^ 
and  although,  as  a  matter  of  firadence,  she  committed  the 
udiniiiistratioti  of  affairs  to  Protestants,  all  her  personal  pre- 
dilections were  in  lav  our  of  Popery. 

The  Town  Council  entertained  the  sovereign  to  a  pom- 
pous show  and  banquet,  3d  September  1.561;  four  tliousand 
merks  Scottish  money  were  raised  for  the  occasion ;  and  as  a 
specimen  of  the  style  and  manner  of  public  processions  in 
Scotland  at  that  period,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  twelve 
citutena  who  supported  the  canopy  over  the  Qneen'a  head 
were  apparelled  in  black  velvet  gowna^  with  coals  and 
doublets  of  crimson  satini  and  velvet  bonnets  and  hose. 
The  dtiaena  in  the  f^rooessiott  wore  blaek  silk  gowns  ftoed 
with  velvety  ooata  of  velvet,  and  satin  doublets,  and  the 
young  men  preceding  the  triumphal  car  were  dressed  in 
taffeta. 

The  old  TuiUuoth  building  having  fallen  into 
decay,  it  vv;«s,  by  the  Queen's  command,  taken  down, 
uud  a  new  one  I  mi  It  for  tlie  use  of  the  Court  of  Session,  at 
the  west  end  of  St.  Giles'  church, — the  Lords  of  Session 
ha\ing  threatened  to  hold  their  court  in  the  city  of  St. 
Andrews^  if  this  new  building  were  not  erected  with 
despatch. 

By  the  reformation  in  Soodand  the  monks  and  nuns, 
having  been  dispossessed  of  their  lands,  the  Town  Council 
applied  to  the  Queen  to  have  part  of  them  in  Edinbui^gh 
applied  to  charitable  purposes ;  the  locality  of  Black  Friars 
vfiih  the  yards,  to  build  an  hospital  for  the  poor,  and  the 
grounds  of  the  Klvk  of  Fickl  to  build  a  school,  and  the 
yai'ds  of  Greyfriars  as  a  burial-place.  The  Queen's  Majesty 
accede<{  to  these  requests  by  an  answer  dated  Stirlmg,  17th 
August  1562. 
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lo  1564  the  govomment  borrowed  lOfiOO  merks 
Sooltish  money  from  tbe  dtiieiM  of  Edinburgh, 
gtviii^  ihem  a  charter  of  superiority  of  the  town  of  Leitb, 
as  a  quid  pro  quo  for  this  aeaaonable  supply. 

Queen  Maty  was  married  to  her  velatif^,  Henry, 
Lord  Damley,  in  tlie  cliapel  royal  of"  llulyrooil- 
house,  29th  July  15G5,  and  they  were  next  <lay  proclaimed 
at  the  Cro55s  of  Edinburgh,  by  the  name  and  title  of  Henry 
and  Mary,  King  and  Queen  of  Scotland. 

An  Italian  miuiciaani  of  the  name  of  David  Biasio, 
%vho  had  become  a  favourite  with  the  Queen,  was 
murdered  9th  March,  1566,  when  supping  with  her  and  the 
Countess  of  Ai^le  at  the  pahice  of  Holyrood.  The  sup- 
posed marks  of  his  blood  are  still  exhibited  in  Queen  Maxy*s 
apartments.  This  event  excited  a  great  sensation,  as 
Damlef  himself  the  Earl  of  Morton,  and  Lord  Kuthven, 
were  all  parties  to  the  assassination  of  this  Italian. 

On  19th  June  15GG,  James  the  only  son  of  Queen  Mary, 
was  born  at  the  Castle  of  Ediiihurgli,  in  a  room  the  window 
of  which  is  in  the  south-enstern  battlement*?  of  that  fortress. 
Nearly  forty  years  afterwards  the  sovereignty  of  England 
and  Scotland  was  happily  united  for  the  first  time  in  the 
person  of  this  prince. 

Darnley  had  been  an  invalid,  and  was  brought 

1667  '  n 

from  Glasgow  to  Edinburgh,  and  lodged  in  a  house 
called  Kirk  of  Field,  whidi  stood  very  near  the  south-east 
comer  of  the  present  university.  -  Here  the  Queen  attended 
him,  and  had  left  him  only  a  few  hours  to  attend  an  enter- 
tainment at  the  palace  of  Holyrood,  when,  at  %  o^clodc,  on 
the  morning  of  10th  Febnian,'  1567,  the  house  was  blown 
u|)  with  gunpowder,  and  the  body  of  the  King  found  dead 
in  an  adjacent  garden. 

The  Karl  of  B<ithwi.'ll  was  tried  for  this  murder  l)efore  a 
Court  of  Justice  held  at  Edinburgh,  on  the  12th  April  fol- 
lowing ;  but  appearing  with  a  powerfVil  armed  force  in  the 
city,  justice  was  supposed  to  have  been  overawed,  and  lie 
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was  acquitted.  Two  days  after^  he  carried  the  sceptre  be- 
fore the  Queen  at  the  opening  of  Parliament^  and  on  the 
15th  of  May  1567  he  was  married  to  Queen  Maij  at 
Holyzood. 

An  association  of  the  nobility  was  now  fbrmed  for  the 

defence,  as  they  said,  of  Prince  James;  they  marched  to  Edin- 
huriih — Bothwcll  and  Mar)'  liacl  fled  to  Dunbar — and  after 
meeting  her  opponents  at  Carberrv',  she  surrendered  to 
Kirkaldv  of  Grange  on  14th  June,  and  was  brouffht  back 
to  the  city,  and  lodged  a  night  in  the  house  of  the  Lord 
Provost,  prior  to  her  confinement  in  Loch  Leven  Castle. 
These  melancholy  and  distressinn^  events  are  inseparably 
connected  with  the  BListoiy  of  Edinbuigh — bnt  con&ned 
no  honour  on  the  ancient  capital  of  Scotland. 

King  James  VI.  was  proclaimed  King  of  Scotland 
at  Edinburgli,  and  was  environed  at  Stirling  25th  July 
1567,  soon  after  his  mother  had  signed  her  abdication 
at  Lochleven,  and  the  Town  Council  oi  KLlinburgli  bi-nt 
three  of  their  number  to  represent  the  City  at  the  coro- 
iiatioii  ot  .James  VI.,  2i)th  August  Ififi?.  Queen  Mar}''s 
halt  brother,  Jamea  Stuart,  afterwards  Earl  of  Moray,  was 
chosen  regent;  he  obtained  possession  of  Edinburgh  Castle 
for  a  time,  but  during  the  struggles  that  ensued  in  Scotland 
between  Kin^s  men  and  Queen's  men^  as  the  antagonists 
were  called^  Edinburgh  was  oocasionallj  occupied  hj  the 
one  party,  and  sometimes  by  the  other, 

Edinburgh  had  a  severe  risitation  of  the  plague  in 

October  1568,  when  the  magistrates  issued  regular- 
tions  to  endeavour  to  prevent  its  spreading.  Those  infected 
seem  to  have  been  sent  to  an  isolated  place  called  "The 
Mure/'  probably  the  Burgh  Muir  to  the  south  of  the  city. 

The  murder  of  the  good  regent,  the  Earl  of 

Moray,  at  Linlithgow  in  1570^  made  considerable 
confusion  in  Edinburgh ;  a  strong  guard  was  appointed  to 
be  kept  in  the  city  both  bj  day  and  night;  the  lords  of  Sea- 
sion  thoui^t  of  leaving  the  town^  and  were  only  prevented 
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hj  tbe  Town  Coondl  tendtiig  a  depnUtum  to  the  Loid 
ChanoeDair  entMiing  his  infliteiioe  with  the  aatd  judges  not 
to  leave  the  dty< 
^^^^      In  1571  Queen  Elisabeth  sent  Sir  William  Drniy 

with  a  force  of  one  thousand  foot,  and  three  hundred 
horse,  to  aid  the  King's  party.  They  encamped  at  Leitii, 
and  besieged  Edinburgh  Castle. 

IMgrirt  to  KaHcf  of  jrafm  Itmx* 

John  Knox  was  born  at  Gififord,  near  Haddington  in 
1505^  and  was  deecended  finom  the  ancient  house  of  Ran- 
forljr.*  In  1524  he  was  sent  to  St  Andrews  Uniwsitjri 
and  was  a  teacher  of  philosophy  there,  when  In  1542  be 
embraced  the  doctrines  of  the  Beformatioa.  He  went  to 
France  and  Switzerland  in  1554,  At  Genem  he  became 
intimate  with  Calvin.  During  his  absence  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic clerg)'  of  Scotland  sentenced  him  to  be  burned,  which 
was  done  by  committing  bis  efhgv^  to  the  flames  at  the  Cross 
of  £diiil)ui  L:;h.  He  returned  to  Scotland  in  May  1555,  and 
after  some  remarkable  public  appearances  at  St.  Andrews^ 
he  was  appointed  nunister  of  St.  Giles'si  Edinburgh,  in 
Knox  has  been  accused  of  being  severe  to  Queen 
Maiy  in  his  conferences  %vith  her  at  Hdyrood,  but  he  ap- 
pears to  have  been  actuated  by  an  honest  and  fearless  deske 
to  convey  tbe  truth  to  her  mind,  and  was  not  aecnstomed  to 

^^^^  conrtlj  phxaseology.  He  died  at  Edinbni]^  24th 
November  1572,  aged  67  years*  His  leridence  in 
Edinbni^  was  an  bid  honse  at  theNe^eibow,  which  is  still 
exhibited  to  strangers  as  one  of  the  antiqujirian  curiosities  of 
the  city.  He  was  buried  in  the  churchyard  of  St.  Giles,  near 
the  church  in  which  he  preached.  The  Regent  Morton's 
eulogium  at  bis  grave  was  most  deserved :  "  Here  lies  he 
who  never  ieared  the  iace  oi  man" — and  of  him  it  may  be 

•  TIm  ptaMul  Sill  «f  RwAiriy  is  a  dMoendaat. 
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mady  that  though  at  one  time  his  character  was  nnjuatljr 
depreciatedf  he  is  now  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  distin- 
gaished  reformers^  and  one  of  those  bold  and  intrepid  nunda 
suited  and  required  for  the  times  in  which  he  lived* 

William  Kirkakly  of  Gran  ere  was  a  celebrated 

1573. 

inuii  in  his  day.  He  was  tin  ekiest  hoii  of  Sir  James 
Kirkaidy  of  Grange,  in  Fite.  He  early  embraced  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Beformation,  and  he  was  one  of  the  conspiia^ 
tors  against  the  persecuting  Cardinal  Beatm,  Mai7  Qoeen 
of  Soots  surrendered  to  him  at  Carberfy,  1567|  and  he  con- 
veyed her  to  Edinburgh  that  night,  when  she  lodged  in  the 
Chief  Magistrate's  house  at  the  Black  Turnpike,  dose  by 
where  the  Tron  Kirk  now  stands. 

Kirkaidy  was  governor  of  Edinburgh  Castle  in  1570, 
which  he  held  in  favour  oi  Queen  Mai y.  The  following 
year  he  repaired  tlie  wails  of  the  fortre4>i>,  and  actually  pre- 
pared the  spire  of  St.  Giles  for  a  battery  to  aid  the  Castle. 
The  city  was  then  in  such  a  state  that  business  was  quite  at 
a  stand,  and  Edinburgh  was  thoroughly  a  beleaguered  ci^, 
the  poor  were  turned  away  finom  it,  and  the  nalerials  of 
unoccupied  houses  used  for  fuel*  To  complete  the  calamities 
of  Auld  Beekie^  Grange  cannonaded  the  town.  He  surren- 
dered, as  already  narrated  in  the  annals,  and  this  brave 
soldier  was  hanged  in  Edinburgh,  3d  August  1578. 

In  1573,  when  a  treaty  had  been  concluded  between 
the  hostile  parties  which  divided  Scotland,  Kirkaidy,  tiie 
governor  of  Edinburgh  castle  in  the  Queen's  interest, 
refused  to  be  included  in  it,  and  Sir  William  Dnir)'  ngain 
came  to  assist  the  besiegers  of  the  Castle  with  fifteen 
hundred  foot  and  a  train  of  artillery.  The  governor  d»> 
tended  it  thirty-three  days,  and  after  suffering  great  hard- 
shipsi  only  smrendeied  when  all  supplies  of  water  were  cut 
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off,  and  on  obtaining  promise  of  fitvonrable  treatment,  this 
was  disregaided  by  Elizabeth,  and  Eirkaldjr  and  bis  brother 
were  hanged  at  the  croes  of  Edinburgh.  Tbu  blow^  the 
snnender  of  Edinboi)^  Castle^  finally  broke  Queen  Mary's 
party  both  in  Edinburgh  and  Scotland. 
^^^^  The  castle  walls  were  repaired  in  1574,  and  the 
present  halt-moon  battery  added  to  its  strength,  and 
the  same  year  a  handsome  buiMini;;  wiia  erected  for  the 
Roval  ISIint,  in  the  Cowgate ;  on  a  square  stone  turret  which 
still  exists  there,  may  be  traced  an  inscription  according  to 
the  custom  of  the  times,  **Be  mercyMl  to  me^  O  God, 

^^^^  The  Earl  of  Morton,  who  succeeded  to  the  re- 
gency, became  so  impoptilar  that  he  found  it  neces- 
sary to  ledgn  his  power  into  the  hands  of  the  young  king, 
and  on  12th  March  1578,  prodamatioii  was  made  at  the 
CnMS  that  James  YI.  had  taken  the  reins  of  government. 
£dinbni|^  Castle  was  at  the  same  time  summoned  to 
surrender,  but  the  governor,  who  was  Morton's  brother,  de- 
clined tlie  summons,  resolved  to  stand  a  siege,  and  sent  a 
portion  of  his  garrison  to  the  east  end  of  the  cit}',  ])robably 
the  head  of  Canongate,  where  the  butcher  markets  were  then 
kept,  to  buy  proTisions.  The  citizens  attacked  them,  and 
a  fray  ensued,  in  which  one  inhabitant  was  killed  and  ser^ 
eral  wounded ;  after  this  the  fortress  surrendered, 

Morton  got  the  young  soTereign  to  reinstate  htm  in  au- 
thority, in  May  1578,  but  the  Edinburgh  citizens  soon  after 
learning  that  the  Bong  was  confined  at  Stirling^  became 
alarmed  for  his  safety,  and  thonglit  Morton  was  going  to 
deliver  bim  up  to  Queen  Elizabeth.  They  rose  in  arms, 
and  the  city  trained  bands  offered  their  services  to  the  Privv 
CfuiiK  il.  Morton  sent  a  lierald  in  the  king's  name,  com- 
manding the  magistrates  to  apprehend  all  who  had  taken  up 
anus  in  the  citv. 

The  magistrates  being  distracted  with  such  opposite  or- 
ders, the  Lord  Provost  set  ofl^  to  Stirling,  but  was  committed 
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as  a  prisoner  to  Doune  Castle.  An  accommodation  of  mat- 
ters was  soon  eifected,  and  Morton  finding  he  conld  not 
retain  the  King  in  Stirling  it  was  deemed  expedient  to 
summon  a  meeting  of  the  states  of  Parliament,  and  on  lOtb 
July  the  Town  Council  of  Edinburgh  was  requested  to 
send  one  hundred  of  their  choicest  young  citizens,  well 
uccoutretl,  to  Stirling,  at  their  own  expense,  to  guard  the 
person  of  tlie  sovereign  durini?  the  sitting  of  Parliament. 

On  20th  October  of  the  followinir  year,  1579. 

James  VI.  came  to  Edinburgh  to  meet  the  Scot- 
tish Parliament.  Great  preparations  were  made  to  give 
him  what  was  deemed  a  magnificent  reception.  Ho 
alighted  firom  his  horse  near  the  West  Port^  where  he  vras 
received  by  the  Magistrates,  and  conducted  into  the  town 
under  a  canopy  of  purple  velveti  and  at  the  gate  of  the 
West  BoW)  there  was  placed  a  f^obe  of  polished  brass,  out 
of  which  came  a  little  boy  who  presented  him  with  the  sil- 
ver keys  of  the  city.  In  the  High  .Street  lie  was  harangued 
ill  Greek,  Latin,  and  Scottisli;  lie  tlien  went  to  churdi  and 
heard  a  sermon.  Tiie  windows  of  the  streets  on  this  occa- 
sion were  hung  with  pictures  and  tapestry,  and  the  streets 
strewed  with  flowers,  the  cannon  continued  firing  till  his 
Majesty  entered  the  palace  of  HolynxxU 

In  December  1580,  Morton  was  charged  with 

being  a  parly  to  Damley's  murder,  and  feara  were 
entertained  that  accused  of  murdering  the  fiMher,  he  might 
make  an  attempt  on  the  life  of  the  son,  and  King  James, 
18th  January,  again  applied  to  the  Town  Council  to  raise 
a  hundred  men  as  llackbutters  to  guard  liis  person,  and  an- 
other hundred  to  convey  Morton  from  Edinburgh  to  Dun- 
barton  Castle.  This  was  complied  with,  and  on  22 d  Febru- 
aiy  he  demanded  another  additional  company  of  a  hundred 
men  as  a  guard  at  his  palace  of  Holyrood,  and  sixty  of  the 
best  anned  citiiens  were  ordered  to  guard  the  palace  by 
nighty  to  be  idiered  every  twenty-lbnr  houfB. 
The  UniTersity  of  Edinbui]^  had  ita  rise  and  origin  in 
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the  Magistrates  and  Coandl  obtaining  the  property  of  tlie 
ColtogiateChmfch  of  St,  Mary  in  the  Field,  and  having  had 
a  beqaett  of  eight  thoa$and  merks  Scots  money  left  them 
a  few  yean  before  by  Robert  Reid,  Bishop  of  Orkney,  for 

that  purpose;  they  now  resolved  to  erect  an  University 
thei*©.  The  })articulars  regarding  its  foundation  and  ear  ly 
history,  arc  i^iven  with  ^areat  accuracy  and  minuteness  by 
Thomas  Craufurd,  who  was  at  a  subsequent  period  Professor 
of  Mathematics  and  Philosophy  in  the  CoU^e.  He  states 
that  "after  tlie  reformation  of  religion  was  established  in 
Scotland,  the  City  of  Edinburgh  and  Ministry  thereof  were 
▼eiy  earnest  and  xealous  for  the  promoting  of  learning  their 
f^MA  intention  being  to  have  an  University  £)nnded  in  the 
dty;  but  the  three  Universities  of  St»  Andrews^  Glasgow^ 
and  Old  Aberdeen,  by  the  power  of  the  bishofis  bearing 
some  sway  in  the  kirk,  and  more  in  the  state,  did  abate 
their  entt  ri  rise.  In  tlie  year  1578,  by  the  eai  ir  st  dealing 
of  Mr.  ,1:111103  Lawson,  minister  of  Edinburgh,  a  learned 
man,  whose  hrst  employment  had  Iuh  n  a  Regency  in  the 
College  of  Aberdeen,  the  high  grammar  school  was  com 
pleted|  in  the  place  of  the  ruined  monastery-  of  the  Black- 
friarSy  with  some  intention,  if  no  more  conld  be  obtained,  at 
least  to  make  it  tcholam  iUustremf  with  profession  of  logic, 
and  the  parts  of  philosophy  in  private  classes.  The  bishops 
were  then  univenally  abhoixed  in  the  whole  Kirk  of  Scot- 
land, whereby  Mr,  James  Lawson,  Mr*  Walter  Balcanqnall, 
mintslers,  William  Little,  with  his  brother  Mr.  Clement 
Little,  one  of  the  Commissars  of  Edinburgh,  were  more 
vigorous  in  prosecuting  their  design ;  and  tiih  year,  upon 
that  intention,  Mr.  Clement  Little  dedic  ated  all  his  books 
for  the  be^diuiing  of  a  librai'y.  They  were  put  up  in  'Sir. 
James  Lawson's  gallery,  a  part  of  the  lodgings  appointed 
for  the  ministry,  situated  where  the  Parliament  House  is 
now  founded." 

Xbe  old  College  of  Edinburgh  was  founded  by 
Jamea  YL  and  the  citizens  in  1^81;  it  stood  nearly 
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on  the  site  of  the  present  University  bnildingS)  and  consisted 
of  an  upper  and  two  lower  courts  surrounded  bj  a  high 
wall. 

''This  was  the  year  for  extirpating  the  hierarchy  of 
bishops  in  Scotland,  and  covenanting  a^rainst  it  and  other 
abuses  in  doctrine  and  discipline,  especially  Papacy,  which 
seemed  to  take  some  footing  again  in  smKhy  places.  The 
time  being  favourable,  was  well  ])lied  by  the  ministers  and 
citizens  of  Edinburgh  before  named,  and  many  else  assist- 
ing them.  So  that  having  obtained  a  gift  of  an  University 
within  the  city,  in  the  beginning  of  this  year  they  purchased 
from  John  Gib  and  John  Fenton,  servants  to  the  King, 
their  right  of  the  Kirk  of  field,  to  be  a  place  for  the  site  of 
the  intended  College:  it  consisted  then  of  two  parts,  divided 
by  a  narrow  lane  going  from  the  Cowgate,  on  the  west  side 
of  Mr.  Alexander  Guthrie's  yards,  through  the  place  where 
the  common-luiil  now  stands;  and  troin  thence  towards  the 
west,  \\  here  now  the  back  gate  of  the  College  leadeth  to  the 
Potter-row  Port.  On  the  nortli-west  of  tiiis  lane  was  the 
^reat  lodging  where  now  are  the  scliools  of  tlie  j)rivate 
cla.<«scs.  This  was  the  lodging  of  the  Ihike  of  Chatelhe- 
makf  Earl  of  Atran,  and,  by  the  forfeiture  of  the  Uanultons, 
disponed  to  some  courtiers,  and  by  them  to  the  Magistrates 
of  iklinburgh.  On  the  east  and  south  side  of  thu  land,  were 
the  yard,  chambers,  and  lodging,  and  kitk,  belonging  to  the 
oollegial  provostiy  and  prebendaries  of  the  Ejric-a-field,  com- 
monly called  Ihnplum  et  Prw/eciura  Scmcta'  Marixv  in 
Carnjn,^.  But  afterwards,  the  religious  houses  of  the  Black- 
friars,  Kirk-a-field,  and  Greyfriars,  thoii<rlit  it  more  sale  for 
them  to  have  the  town-wall  dmwn  about  without  them ; 
and  so,  tliey  enlarged  the  town  on  the  south  side.  This  Kirk- 
a-field  stood  along  towards  the  east  from  the  Potter-row 
Forty  having  a  garden  on  the  south,  betwixt  it  and  the  pre- 
sent town-wall:  on  the  east  end  thereof  was  the  lodging  of 
the  Ph>vo6t,  where  now  the  Principal  of  the  College  hath 
bis  rooms ;  and  to  the  eut  from  tfaencey  within  the  present 
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College  ViiTLl,  were  the  preVwndaries'  cliambei*s,  blown  up 
with  fire  at  the  iiuirder  of  King  Henry  ;  and  to  this  reli- 
gious convent  belonged  all  the  College  yards.  For  many 
yean  thflmfter,  John  Fenton  kept  possession  of  the  Pio> 

▼OBt  of  the  Kirk-ft-field  lodgings  and  the  yard  lying 

■.-1 — ft 

The  celehrated  Qeorge  Budianan  was  born  in  Stirling 

shire  in  1501),  at  the  bouse  of  Moss,  on  the  Water  of  Blane, 
where  his  father  was  farmer.  Hav  ing  given  indications  uf 
genius,  he  was  sent  to  Paris  in  to  pursue  his  studies. 

He  early  embraced  the  y)rinciples  ot"  the  Reformation.  In 
1562  he  was  in  Edinburgh  with  Queeu  Mary  instructing 
her  in  liatbi ;  his  translation  of  the  Psalmt  into  tliat  lan- 
guage was  pabliahed  a  few  years  after. 

Bochanan  was  appointed  principal  of  St.  Leonard's  coW 
hgbf  BL  Andrews,  in  1566.  Four  years  snhseipentily  he 
became  tutor  to  King  James  VI.  His  History  of 
Scotland  was  published  in  1582|  and  he  died  28th 
September  of  that  year,  and  was  bnried  in  the  Oreyftian 
churchyard.  Besides  his  great  leaminpr,  Buchanan  has  al- 
ways been  iraditionuily  held  ai>  a  maji  of  uncommon  wit  and 
humour. 

The  Magistrates  obtained  a  Cliarter  of  erection 
for  the  College,  from  James  VL,  dated  Stirling,  14th 
Apfil  1582,  entitled,  «  Charta  Erectionis  Academin  £din- 
burgenas.** 

Tbeve  had  long  been  bitter  jealousies  in  Edinbnigh  b^ 
tween  tlie  Merchsnts  and  the  l^»les  part  of  the  dttaensy  as 
they  were  calkd,  regaiding  dieir  respectiTe  power  in  the 
mnnidpal  e1ection8--«nd  these  were  carried  so  far  as  to 
create  tnmnhs  In  the  tkf;  bnt  in  1582  it  was  agreed  to 
refer  their  mutual  claims  to  the  arbitration  of  King  James 
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yi«i  who  accordingly  junmounoed  a  Decreet  Arbi- 
tndy  22d  April  1583|  which  along  with  a  later  Dc^ 
creet  Arbttral,  1729|  by  Lord  Ilay,  formed  the  Municipal 
*^  Set"  of  the  city  till  the  passing  of  the  Scottish  Reform 
BiO  in  1883. 

**  The  Council  in  March,  caused  enclose  the  present  pre- 
cinct of  the  College  with  walls;  and  being  informed  of  the 
piety,  learning,  and  wisdom  of  Mr.  Robert  Kollock,  who,  in 
the  old  C<jllege  of  St.  Andrews,  ai\er  some  years'  profession 
of  Humanity,  had  now  gone  tlirough  the  course  of  Philoso- 
phy with  a  clasSy  which  was  to  be  graduated  at  Lammas 
following,  they  prevailed  with  him  to  undertake  the  chai^ 
of  their  OoUegCi  and  brooght  him  to  Edinboigh  the  next 
harvest.  In  October  he  began  to  teach  in  the  lower  hall  of 
the  great  lodging,  called  Hamflton  Honse^  there  being  a 
i^reat  confluence  of  students  allnred  with  the  worth  of  the 
man;  but  divei*s  of  them  being  not  ripe  enough  in  the  Laiui 
tongue,  were,  in  November  next,  put  under  the  charge  of 
Mr.  Duncan  Nairn,  a  learned  and  pious  young  man,  who, 
upon  ^Ir.  Bollock's  recommendation,  was  chosen  second 
master  of  the  College.  These  he  exercised  that  year  in  the 
Latin  tongue,  and  the  year  following  prosecuted  the  studies 
of  the  Greek,  thb  being  the  second  class  snoceeding  lo  Mr. 
Bollock's  own  class.  Their  school  was  the  same  where  now 
the  Professor  of  Humanity  teacheth:  which  continued  to  be 
the  schools  for  the  Bajan*  Class  till  the  year  or  there- 
by :  the  lower  hall  was  then  ibr  the  Semibajan  Class,  and 
for  the  public  meeting  of  the  four  classes.  The  Bachelors 
met  in  the  ehuuibcr  above  the  school  of  Humanity,  both  the 
one  and  the  other  being  then  larger.  The  Magistrates  con- 
vened in  the  high  hall;  which  was  also  the  solemn  place  of 
meeting  at  public  acts,  examinations  and  graduations.  The 
present  auditories  of  the  semies  and  bachelors  were  em- 
ployed for  chambers,  there  being  none  else  beside,  except 

•  Jonfor. 
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the  fimrteea  little  dmnibeny  now  called  the  Old  Heid  Cliam- 
ben^  on  the  north  side  of  the  little  dose. 

In  1584  the  Town  Conndly  finr  the  dignity  and 
honour  of  the  Cilji  ordered  that  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate,  who  mm  then  abo  ex  officio  the  reproBontatrre  of  the 
city  in  parliament,  should  be  attended  daring  the  conven- 
tiuii  of  estates  to  and  from  the  Tolbooth  and  the  Abbey  of 
HoK  ixM  Kl-lii  )u«ie,  by  twenty  of  the  principal  citizens  specially 
suiriinoiicd  trom  the  dift'erent  quarters  of  the  town. 

It  was  also  that  year  ordered  by  the  Council,  to  prevent 
any  broils  or  disorders  in  the  streets,  that  every  night  at 
ten  o'clock,  there  should  be  sounded  for^  strokes  on  the 
great  city  beU,  after  which  no  person  to  be  <m  the  streets 
nnder  the  penalty  of  twenty  shillings  Scottish  and  impiison- 
ment.  This  certainly  reminds  one  of  'the  cnrfew  tolling 
the  knell  of  parting  day.' 

The  plague  of  pestilence,  which  had  begun  in  the 
end  of  the  former  year,  raged  vehemently  all  this 
year,  i>o  that  in  May  all  the  scholars  were  dissipate,  and 
Mr.  Robert  Ruliuck,  with  Mr.  Duncan  Naii  ii,  second  mas- 
ter, departed  of  the  town ;  yet  the  Council  vigorously  pro- 
secuted the  fabric  till  the  court  was  enclosed,  choosuig 
Andrew  Sclater,  late  Bailie^  master  of  work,  and  treasurer 
or  collector  of  the  College  rents.  In  the  beginning  of  No- 
vember followed  a  great  revolution  of  affairs;  for  Captain 
James  Steward  arising  by  degrees  to  immoderate  power, 
being  made  Earl  of  Anan,  and  Ohanoeibr  of  Scotland, 
spared  not  to  tread  npon  the  Nobiltty.  William  Little,  a 
great  friend  to  the  College,  was  elected  Provost  of  £din- 
bnr|^ ;  for  Captain  James  Stewart,  to  keep  the  town  at  his 
devotion,  had  caused  himself  to  be  elected  Provost  of  the 
city,  upon  the  King's  letter,  and  Mr.  William  Stewart  to 
be  Joint  rl(  i  k  \\\\\\  Mr.  Alexander  Guthrie. 

In  tin;  (11(1  ot  tills  year,  the  National  Covenant  was  sub- 
scribed in  the  College  by  2dr.  Kollock  and  Mr.  Xaim,  mas- 
ters of  the  same^  and  by  Mr.  John  Craig^  the  King's  minis* 
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ter,  who  had  framed  the  draught  thereof,  and  by  Mr.  James 
Hamilton,  minbter,  who,  daring  the  banishment  of  Mr. 
Lawson  and  Mr.  Balcanqoall,  was  brought  in  to  preach  in 
the  city.  An  ordinance  was  alao  passed,  that  all  who  ahonld 
take  degrees  in  the  College  should  snbscribe  the  same.** 

In  1586^  when  Queen  Mary  was  condemned  to 
death,  the  clergy  of  Edinburgh  refused  to  obey  the 
Kings  orders  to  pray  that  her  mind  might  be  illuminated 
with  tnitii;  probably  this  was  from  jealousy  of  the  5?tate  in- 
teri'ering  with  the  ecclesiastical  power,  a  refusal  which  re- 
flected no  honour  on  these  ecclesiastics. 

la  the  beginning  of  February,  the  fear  of  the  plagoe 
being  removed,  the  masters  and  students  of  the  College  re- 
turned and  prosecuted  their  courses.  Mr.  Robert  Bollock, 
although  he  still  taught  a  private  class,  was  created  Prin- 
cipal of  the  College,  9th  February;  about  the  which  time^ 
Mr.  Duncan  Nairn,  second  Begcnt,  deceased  with  great 
regret.  In  whose  place  succeeded  Mr.  Charles  Lumsden, 
thereafter  minister  at  Dnddingstou,  bred  in  St.  Andrews 
under  Mr.  RoUock.  About  the  same  time,  ,Tohn,  Lord 
IlatnittoTi,  for  his  t  lder  brother,  James,  Earl  of  Arran,  being 
overtaken  with  phrensy,  lived  retired,  being  now  restored  to 
his  estate,  laid  claim  to  the  lodging  in  the  Kirk-a-field, 
which  had  been  converted  and  employed  for  the  schools  of 
Philosophy:  the  debate  was  put  off  for  a  time.  On  the 
last  of  August,  privilege  of  a  month*s  vacancy**  was  granted 
to  the  students  of  the  College,  which  thereafter  was  enlaiged. 
In  the  beginning  of  October,  Mr.  Cbaries  Lumsden  de> 
mitting,  and  it  being  thought  fit  that  a  third  class  should 
begin,  programmes  were  set  forth  to  invite  able  R])irits  to 
give  trial  for  two  Regents'  places.  After  pnl)lic  dispute  for 
ten  days,  by  six  young  men,  the  jutlgivs  apjHjintecl  hy  the 
Provost  and  Council,  declared  Mr.  Adam  Colt,  aftcl'^^  ards 
minister  at  Inveresk,  and  Mr.  Alexander  Scrimger,  there- 
after minister  at  Irvine^  to  be  best  qualified  for  the  profcs- 
sion  of  Philosophy.** 
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James  VI^  to  extinguish  the  family  feuds  among  his 
nobles,  called  them  to  meet  at  Holjvoodhouse  in 
1587,  to  hold  a  royal  banquet  of  reconciliation; 
thej  walked  hand  in  hand  each  with  his  new-fonned  fncliid, 
to  the  CnMs  of  £dinbnx|^  where  thej  partook  of  a  cold 
coUationy  lind  drank  to  each  other  in  pledge  of  mntual 
concileinent. 

^  Mr.  James  Ritchie,  >^Titer,  his  houses  in  the  Kirk-a-field, 
and  wynd*  thereof,  with  the  yard,  were  purchased  to  the 
College.  In  August,  Master  Robert  Rollock  did  laure  at 
the  first  class  -which  had  passed  under  his  charge  in  the 
College  of  Edinburgh,  after  every  one  of  them  had  sub- 
scribed the  Covenant.  They  were  to  the  number  of  forty- 
eight,  among  whom  were  many  able  wits,  namely,  Mr. 
Charles  Ferme^  Mr.  Philip  Healop,  Mr.  Henry  CharteriSy 
and  Mr.  Patrick  Sandsi  who  were  thereafter  Begents^  and 
the  two  last  came  to  be  Principals  of  the  Colk^. 

After  the  solemnity  of  the  lanreation,  the  Oooneil|  lifin- 
isters,  and  Kirk-session,  by  the  advice  and  concurrence  of 
tile  l*resbytcr}',  called  Mr.  Robert  Rollock  from  his  Kegency 
to  be  Protessor  of  Divinity,  which  profession  coiiLiiiued  iii 
tiie  person  of  the  Priuoipal  of  the  College  to  the  year 
1620. 

In  October,  followed  a  public  disputation  for  election  of 
a  snocessor  to  Mr.  Robert  Bollock  in  the  profession  of  Phi- 
ksophj.  The  fonr  above-named  gare  their  trials  and  by  the 
appointed  judges  were  aU  fonr  approven:  Mr.  Philip  Hesh>p 
being  most  approven^  was  chosen  for  the  charge  then  vacant. 
Mr.  Rollock,  also,  beside  the  profesdon  of  Divinity,  was 
called  to  preach  on  the  Sunday  morning  in  the  East  Kirk 
of  St.  Giles." 

The  ianunis  Spanish  Armada  approachiiifr  the 
coast  of  Scotland  in  1588,  tlie  Town  Council  ordered 
three  hundred  men  to  be  raised  in  defence  of  the  city,  but 

•  TUi  WM  mott  pcofaftUy  the  praseat  College  Wynd,  the  Ibnnor 
of  which  WM  Iho  Wyadoftiiehtaaa  Utty-hi'tbo-FlekL 
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the  elements  more  eiFectually  destroyed  that  vast  fleet  than 
those  valorous  ciUzens  could  have  done. 
^^^^  James  YI.  and  bis  Queen,  Ann  of  Denmark, 
landing  at  Leith,  1st  May  1590,  proceeded  to  Holy- 
rood  amid  grout  rejoicings,  and  she  was  crowned  Queen  of 
Scotland  there  on  the  following  Sabbath. 

"  In  Fcbruar}',  the  communing  betwixt  the  Lords  of  Ses- 
sion and  Town  Council  ended  in  a  contract,  wlierehv  tlie 
Lords  ot"  Session,  for  the  first  part,  the  Council  of  Kdin- 
burgli  for  tlie  second,  the  Advocates  and  Clerks  of  the  Sig- 
net for  the  third,  each  party  advanced  £1)000,  making  up  a 
stock  of  £3,000  Scots,  for  the  which  the  Town  Council 
obliged  themselves  to  pay  £300  Scots  apyear,  towards  the 
maintenance  of  a  Professor  of  the  Laws.  Notwithstandini^ 
Mr.  Adam  Newton,  Advocate,  who  first  was  called  to  that 
place,  and  Sir  Adrian  Damman,  who  upon  removal  of  Mr. 
Adam  Newton,  as  not  having  the  approbation  of  the  Town 
Council  at  his  cntrv,  was  second  in  tliat  cliarge,  both  of 
them  did  only  profess  Humanity  publicly  in  the  College, 
without  any  mention  of  the  hnvs." 

James  VI.  and  his  twelilli  pariiament  further  rati- 
fied the  Presbyterian  fom  of  church  government 
in  1592,  and  there  existed  in  the  capital  a  standing  Council 
of  the  Church,  to  manage  its  afiairs. 

In  1594,  Edinburgh,  to  testify  its  loyalfy,  sent 
a  deputation  to  Sturling  of  one  hundred  citizens, 
with  ten  tuns  of  wine  to  the  baptism  of  Prince  Henry,  the 
son  of  .James  VI.   This  son  was  afterwards  Prince  of  Wales, 
but  was  cut  off"  in  early  life  when  of  high  promise. 

In  1595  a  violent  qnarrel  took  place  between 
James  VI.  and  the  eh'r<xy,  especially  the  Edinburgh 
ministers,  he  affirming  that  they  had  abused  the  liberty  of 
the  pulpit  by  attacking  him  personaUy,  and  interfering 
with  pabltc  affiurs,  and  as  the  citizens  were  represented 
to  the  King  as  taking  part  with  the  deigy,  he  ordered 
twenty-five  of  the  principal  inhabitants  to  leave  Edinburgh 
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widiin  twefit|r-f(mr  hooray  This  iniormation  was  oommunU 
cited  to  tihe  frablie  in  an  ordinary  week-day  Bermon  by  Mr. 

Walter  Balcanquhall,  and  produced  a  powertid  sensation. 
After  sermon,  the  baiuns  and  gentlemen  were  invited  to 
meet  in  the  Turtle  or  Tr.llM  oth  kirk,  when  Mr.  Robert  Bnu  e 
addressed  them  on  the  danger  incurred  by  the  return  of 
some  of  the  Popish  lords,  and  the  favoiLr  shown  to  them 
compared  with  the  rigour  manifested  to  the  profeason  of  the 
Reformed  religion,  and  they  held  up  their  handa  and  awore 
to  defend  their  religfoiia  faith  againat  all  oppositbn. 

A  depatation  was  then  sent  to  wait  on  the  King,  who 
happened  to  be  in  the  Tolbooth,  with  the  lords  of  Session. 
An  altercation  ensued,  and  the  Kincr  left  them,  otderinp;  the 
gates  of  the  city  to  be  sluu  lie  hind  him.  A  rumour  spread  in 
the  Ti  li  outli  that  tlie  to^Ml  wXs  arming;  a  panic  ensued — a 
muU  collected — but  Sir  Alexander  Ilnme,  tlie  Lonl  Provost, 
persuaded  them  to  disperse  and  go  quietly  home.  The  King 
sent  the  Ear!  of  Mar  to  inquire  the  reason  of  the  riot,  and 
the  £ari  advised  the  clerg\'men  whom  he  saw  to  reoommend 
a  respectful  statement  of  grievances  to  be  presented  to  his 
Majettj. 

A  petition  was  drawn  up  and  sent  to  the  King  the  same 
evening  at  Holyrood,  but  it  was  communicated  to  them  that 

he  was  frreatly  displeased  with  their  conduct,  and  next  mom- 
in|T  he  set  oft'  to  Linlithgow.  He  left  a  jjruckuiiation,  wliich 
was  published  at  the  Cross,  sti<;matising  tlie  late  riot  a&  a 
treasonable  uproar,  and  ordered  the  courts  of  law  to  leave 
the  city  as  a  place  unfit  for  the  adminifitralion  of  justice. 
The  magistrates,  alarmed  for  the  consequences,  resolved  on 
anbmissiony  but  the  deiigr  determined  to  brave  the  tempest. 
The  Council  sent  a  depntaiioa  to  Linlithgow,  but  the  King 
would  reoave  no  apology.  The  other  judicatories  were  re- 
moved to  Leith,  and  the  Court  of  Session  ordered  to  Perth. 
The  Kincr  entered  Edinburgh  with  great  pomp,  to  meet  a 
convention  of  the  Estates  on  Ist  January  1596,  when 
he  treated  the  capital  iu»  if  it  were  a  conquered  city, 


36 


HIBTOBT  OF  EDINBUB6H. 


and  behsTied  towanb  the  Magistrates  and  Conndl  with  aov^ 
ereign  coDtempt,  and  they  were  oiderad  to  be  tried  fbr  trea- 
son; whereon  the  magistrates  resigned,  and  for  fifteen  days 
Edinboigh  oontinaed  without  either  magistiates  or  min- 
isters. 

At  last  hi.s  IlighnesK  took  pity  on  the  town,  ordered  a  fine  of 
20,000  merks,  and  recalled  the  Courts  of  Jnstice.  '*  Such," 
JLS  the  faithful  historian  of  Sciitl.uul  remarks,*  "was  the 
punishment  inflicted  for  a  riot,  in  which  no  person  was 
hurt,  no  property  damaged,  which  the  strictest  investigation 
could  trace  to  no  specific  origin,  and  in  which,  after  the 
most  minute  diligence^  no  respectable  individual  in  the  city 
could  be  impUcated.** 

The  Princess  Elizabeth^  dau^^ter  of  James  Yl^  and 
afterwards  Queen  of  Bohemia,  finrni  whom  is  lineally  de- 
scended the  present  royal  fiunHy,  was  baptized  at  Holyrood, 
let  December  1596 — the  Lord  Provost  and  Magistrates  at- 
tending upon  the  occasion. 

iSiag(«9ki(  Kotia  of  yrinc^pal  iBUOodi. 

Bobert  Rollock,  the  first  Principal  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Edinburgh,  was  bom  in  and  received 
his  education  at  St.  Andrews.  The  magistrates  of  Edin* 
burgh  invited  him  in  1583  to  take  the  academical  charge 
of  their  infiuit  University,  which  was  founded  by  James  VI. 
the  preceding  year.  He  was  the  sole  teacher,  and  hb  high 
character  drew  a  number  of  pupils  to  the  Scottish  capital. 
Forty-<*itj:lit  cfi  adnated  the  first  year.  With  the  Principal- 
ship  he  coinl)ined  the  Professorship  of  Tlieology  after  his 
first  year,  and  preached  in  Edinburgh  rccrilarly  every  Sab- 
bath. He  was  a  man  of  simple  character  nnd  primitive 
piety,  and  part  of  }iis  duties  was  to  pray  in  pubhc  with  the 
students  evexy  morning. 

•  Boebuum'f  BistMy  of  Sooitaiid,  book  ii. 
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Bolloek  was  Bliodenitor  of  the  General  Asaembly  hM  at 
Dundee  in  1597.  It  was  alleged  that  James  YL  took  ad- 
vantage of  his  fiualitj  fif  dispoddon.   In  church  matters  his 

creed  was,  ^'  that  the  wise  Maker  of  this  world  had  tied  the 
churcli  and  state  together  with  a  brotherly  and  adanuintiue 
chain."  He  died  iitli  January  1598,  and  he  was  so  nmcii 
esteemed  that  his  funeral  was  attended  by  a  great  part  of 
the  population  of  Edinburgh. 

Accural^  of  dates  is  of  essential  importance  in  all 
histories^  it  therefine  may  here  be  mentioned  that 
the  year,  which  was  Ibimerly  held  as  commencing  on  the 
twenty-fifth  March,  was  now  ordained  to  begin  on  1st  Jan- 
uary IGOO.  This  alterationi  when  unnoted,  is  very  apt  to 
lead  to  confusion. 

The  Due  de  Rohan  states  in  his  Travels,*  that  in  the 
year  IGOO  Edinburgh  was  the  chief  town  in  Scotland,  and 
residence  of  the  King,  that  the  town  was  about  one  thou- 
sand paces  in  length,  and  four  or  five  hundred  in  breadth, 
and  that  there  was  nothing  remarkable  in  it  but  the  great 
streety  whidi  was  very  long  and  broad^  extending  icom  one 
end  of  the  town  to  the  other,  that  the  houses  were  not 
smnptaons,  bong  almost  built  of  wood|  hut  that  the  town 
was  full  of  inhabitants. 

Uiafpa^Vt  Noticf  nf  Jfo^n  €DrAig* 

John  Craig,  the  colleague  of  John  Knox,  was 
bom  in  1512.  He  was  educated  at  St.  Andrews. 
After  being  many  years  on  the  Continent^  he  came  to  Edin- 
burgh in  1560^  and  having  nearly  forgotten  the  vernacular 
tongue^  he  preached  for  some  time  in  Latm  at  the  Magda- 
len Chapel,  Cowgate.  He  afterwards  became  minister  of 
die  Canongatc,  and  was  subsequently  chosen  colleague  to 
Knox  in  the  city.    He  died  in  1600. 

*  Vojrage,  Due  dc  ICohan. 
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On  the  death  of  Queeu  Elizabeth,  24th  March 
1603)  James  VI.  was  called  from  Edinburgh  to  Lon- 
don, where  he  became  also  King  of  England  as  James  I. — 
Thus  Ekiiubai^h  ceased  to  be  the  residence  of  a  monarch. 

Before  leaving,  James  went  to  St.  Giles*  church,  publicly 
to  bid  farewell  to  his  people.  The  minister  preached  an  ex- 
hortatoiy  discourse^  and  at  its  conclusion  James  addressed 
the  audience  in  terms  of  warm  friendship,  and  assured  them 
that  his  power  and  inclination  to  serve  them  would  be  now 
increased. 

In  1003,  James  VI.  granted  to  the  City  a  charter 
which  has  always  been  desi^^natcd  par  excellence,  —  J'he 
Golden  Charter,  The  original  was  in  Latin,  but  it  is  so 
impnrt.iTU  m  manj  of  its  bearings,  and  has  been  found  so 
valuable  in  preserving  the  rights  of  Edinburgh,  even  in  its 
modem  litigations,  that  we  have  given  the  English  transla- 
tion <of  it  among  the  Historical  Documents  appended  to  this 
Part. 

'^The  pla£^ue  which  had  broken  forth  in  the  end  of 

the  former  year,  raged  very  vehemently,  so  that  Air. 
John  Adamson  was  forced  to  prevent  the  ordinary  time  of 
laureation,  the  students  beiii*^  dis.sij)ate  about  the  20th  of 
Majr,  by  admitthig  his  disciples  of  tlie  17th  class  to  the 
number  of  twenty-hve,  to  the  degree  of  Masters,  without 
particular  examination,  only  sustaining  the  Theses  publicly 
upon  the  28th  of  May." 

Biograj^i^u  ipLotice  of  George  ISamtalsiie* 

George  Bannatyne,  from  whom  the  Bannatyne 
Club  took  their  title,  was  bom  22d  Fcbi  uai  y  1545. 
He  wrote  home  poems  himself,  and  dui'ing  a  jx-riod  ol  j»es- 
tilence  transcribed  his  celebrated  MS.,  a  lolio  volume  of 
eight  hundred  pages,  a  literary  treasure  of  poetrj-  %vliich 
would  otherwise  have  been  lost,  and  which  has  endeared  his 
name  to  all  antiquaries.   Sir  Walter  Scott  wrote  a  memoir 
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of  him,  which  was  printed  for  the  Bannatyne  Clab.  He 
became  a  bari^  and  guild  brother  of  Edinbnr^h  in  \5S7. 

lie  died  about  1007.  The  object  of  the  Baiinatyiie  Club, 
established  in  1823,  was  to  ])reserve  curious  literary  memo- 
riak  of  pa&t  ages,  and  it^  members  have  consisted  of  many 
of  the  highest  in  the  iiteraiy  circles  of  £dinbm^h. 

The  fint  introduction  of  coaches  in  Edioburffh 

1610* 

seems  to  have  been  in  161()»  when  Henij  Ander- 
son, a  native  of  Pomeraniay  ofifered  to  bring  ficom  the  conti* 
nent  coaches  and  waggons,  with  horses  to  draw  them,  and 

servants  to  attend.  A  patent  was  granted  him,  confening 
the  exclusive  privilege  for  fifteen  years  of  keeping  couches 
to  run  between  Edinburgh  and  Leith,  he  agreeing  not  to 
take  more  than  twopence  sterling  for  each  passenger.  It  is 
remarkable  that  two  hundred  and  forty-five  years  afterwards, 
the  outside  £ues  on  the  omnibus  coaches  running  between 
Edinburgh  and  Leith  shoold  be  nominally  at  the  same  rate. 


IStogrot^i^u  Xotia  of  So|)n  Kapler. 

The  celebrated  John  Napier  was  bom  at  Mer^ 
chistim,  near  liurntsfield  links,  Edinburgh,  1550. 
lie  was  educated  at  St.  Andrews.  He  afterwards  lived  a 
retired  studious  life  at  his  seat  of  Merchiston  Castle,  where 
is  still  to  be  seen  the  room  in  which  he  studied.  He  had 
applied  himself  for  years  to  discover  a  mode  of  abbreviating 
the  calculations  necessary  for  the  solution  of  trigonometiical 
proUems.  His  efl^rts  were  suocessfnl,  and  in  1614  his 
books  of  logarithms  was  published.  This  discovery  gave 
him  an  European  reputation.  He  died  at  MerchistODi  3d 
April  1617,  and  was  buried  at  St.  QiW  Catfaediali  where 
a  tablet  was  erected  to  his  memory. 


^^^^      On  9th  April  1018,  James  revisited  Edinburgh, 
and  was  received  with  much  fulsome  flattery,  known 
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as  likely  to  be  acceptable  to  him.  The  citizens  entertained 
him  at  a  sumptuous  banquet,  and  presented  him  with  10,000 
inerkfly  in  double  golden  angel  0010%  in  a  silver  basin. 
^^^^  The  Town  Council,  in  1620,  pnrchased  ten  acres 
of  ground,  called  the  High  Kigs,  wUcli  indode  the 
area  now  occupied  bjr  Heriot*8  Hospital,  the  Charity  Work- 
house, and  part  of  the  Greyfriars  buiying-ground,  and  they 
enclosed  this  ground  by  an  aUtlitiuii  to  the  city  wall,  com- 
mencing^ about  the  middle  of  the  Vennel,  and  running  in  a 
circular  line  to  Bristo  Port, — this  included  that  part  of  the 
eity  wall  which  many  of  our  readers  will  recollect  at  Teviot 
Row  and  Bristo  Street. 

It  was  enacted  by  Parliament  in  1621,  that  the 
houses  in  Edinburgh,  instead  of  being  composed  of 
straw,  deals  or  boards,  should  thenceforth  be  covered  with 
slates,  lead,  tiles,  or  thack-stones. 


Btogroybic  i^otice  of  StOireto  9axU 

Andrew  Hart  was  a  printer  and  bibliopole  in  Edin- 
burgh about  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century.  He 
was  wont  to  import  books  from  abroad,  and  ultimately  became 
a  publisher  also.  He  even  had  books  printed  in  Holland 
about  1600 ;  as  the  phrase  he  adopted,  stated,  ^  at  his  ex- 
pense.*' His  shop  was  situated  in  the  High  Street,  on  the 
north  side  near  die  Cross,  about  Craig's  Gose,  where  Wil- 
lison  afterwards  printed  the  Edinburgh  Review.  Hart's 
Bible,  1610,  was  considered  a  specimen  of  tine  typography. 
He  published  an  edition  of  Barboui^s  Bruce.  Uis  death 
occurred  in  1621. 


The  fiunous  Andrew  Melville  was  born  near 
Montrose,  1st  August  1545.  He  studied  at  the 
Univenities  of  St.  Andrews  and  Pari^  with  a  great  reputa- 
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twn  for  claaaieil  learning.  In  1574  the  Re^t  Morton  in- 
vited liim  to  be  tutor  to  his  sons  in  Edinburgh.  He  wes 
afterfmrds  appointed  Principal  of  Glasgow  College,  where 

he  greatly  promoted  tlie  improvement  ui'  education  through- 
out Scothmd.  In  1580  he  got  a  similar  appointment  at  St. 
Andrews.  For  declining  the  judgment  of  the  Scottii^h 
i'rivy  Council  he  was  condemned  to  imprisonment  in  Edin- 
bnigh  Castle^  but  he  escaped  to  England.  In  1587,  and 
two  later  jrean,  he  was  Moderator  of  the  General  Assembly. 
At  the  coronation  4if  Ann  of  Denmarki  the  'ijueen  of  James 
VI^  at  Holyxoody  he  deliTered  a  Latin  poem  which  was  sub- 
sequently printed  and  greatly  admired.  In  1606  he  was 
summoned  by  the  king  to  London  to  consult  on  ecclesiasti- 
cal matters.  His  boldness  and  intrepidity  of  language  to 
the  sovereign,  though  calculated  to  he  useful  to  his  country, 
gave  ullence  to  James,  and  he  was  imprisoned  for  four  years 
in  the  Tower.  On  his  release  he  became  a  Professor  in  the 
University  of  Sedan  in  France^  where  he  died  in  1622.  Dr. 
MK}rie  wrote  a  valuable  biography  of  this  eminent  Soots- 
nauy  a  irotk  we  would  recommend  to  our  leadeis. 


George  Heriot  was  bom  at  Edinburgh  in  1563.  He  was 
brought  up  as  a  goklMuith  with  his  father,  lie  married 
Christian  Murjoribank?^,  daui^hter  of  an  Edinburgh  citizen. 
He  was  appointed  goldsmith  to  King  James  VI.  in  1597, 
and  followed  his  master  to  London  on  his  accession  to  the 
English  throne.  His  second  wife  was  Alison  Primrose, 
dani^ter  to  the  derk  of  the  Scottish  privy  council.  Heriot 

1634.  *  decent  respectable  citizen;  he  died  12th  Feb> 
ruary  1624^  leaving  tiie  bulk  of  his  large  fortune  to 
the  piovosty  bailifiSi  minuters^  and  ordinary  council  for  the 
time  beings  of  the  town  of  Edinburgh,  in  perpetuity;  and  for 
purcliai«ii)g  certain  lands  to  belong  to  an  hospital,  to  be 
erected  and  employed  for  the  maintenancei  relief,  and  edu- 


Digitized  by  Google 


42 


HISTORY  OF  EDINBURGH. 


cation  of  so  many  poor  fatherless  boj%  fireemen's  aotia  of 
tiie  town  of  Edinburgh. 

This  palace  for  poverty,  as  it  may  well  be  called,  was 
founded  1st  July  1628,  and  built  from  a  design  by  Inigo 
Jones.  It  was  not  opened  for  the  purposes  of  its  institu* 
tion  till  11th  April  Ui ")'.). 

From  the  new  town  being  chiefly  built  on  the  lands  be- 
longing to  tliis  hospital,  its  revenues  have  now  risen  to  an 
amount  considerably  above  £15,000  a-year. 

We  need  scarcely  mention  that  Geori^e  Heriot  was  the 

Jingling  Geordie*'  of  the  author  of  Waverlej  in  the 
Fortunes  of  Nigel. 

In  1625  the  nightly  guard  of  thirty  men  to  watch 
the  town  was  given  up,  and  the  old  practice  reverted 

tu,  ui  the  citizens  by  turns  watching  every  twenty-fifth 
iiiglit. 

.James  VI.  died  25th  ^farch  1025.  The  Cliapel  and 
Palace  of  Holyrood  were  liuug  with  black  on  tlie  occasion. 


Digitized  by  Google 


•  HISTORICAL  DOCUMMTS 

CONNECTED  WITH  PAKT  ilBST. 


L 

EDINEDBQH  CITY  WALLS. 

The  oriLMn  r\r\f\  liiston"  of  the  fortifications  or  City  Walls 
af  Ediiil  ui L"li,  is  (Hie  of  very  great  interest  to  those  who 
have  atteiKlcil  ut  all  to  the  chanfiros  and  profifress  of  the 
metropoHs  of  Scotland.  Maitlund,  though  a  little  (quaint 
and  proKz  in  bis  st^Ie,  gives  a  tolerably  correct  account  of 
them,  be|(iniung  with  James  II/s  authorization  of  the  ori- 
ginal fortification  in  1450 — we  therefure  transfer  his  nar- 
rative to  these  pages.  Sir  Walter  Scott  at  a  much  later 
period  said  that  in  liis  youth  it  used  to  be  a  great  phi/  to 
climb  thv  said  walls,  and  he  used  often  to  join  in  it,  though 
with  his  lame  foot  it  was  no  ea.sv  job, 

These  ancient  walls  are  now  so  rapidly  disappeat  iugj  that 
it  becomes  desirable  and  interesting  to  preserve  the  various 
memorials  regarding  them,  Maitland  says: 

"  Edinburgh  having  for  many  ages  continued  open  and  fenceless, 
l)Ocamo  a  great  sufferer  by  the  numerous  attacks  of  enemies  who 
frequently  sacked  and  burned  it.  James  U.  of  Scotland  granted 
to  Uie  inhabitants  the  followrng  charter: 

Jamojt,  by  the  >jrace  of  God,  Khuj  of  Scottis,  till  all  and  sindry 
our  Lieges  utid  SudictUf  to  ipJioii  ktuiwled^e  xf  ir  our  Leires 

'ForabmjUe  as  we  Mr  informit,  be  oore  well  belovettas  the 
Proveit  and  Ooonminite  el  Edynbnrgh,  yat  yai  dreid  the  evil  and 
tkeith  of  oure  enncmies  of  England ;  we  have  in  favour  of  yame, 

and  f'»r  the  rele  and  alVectioune  tliat  we  havo  to  tlte  Provest  and 
Comniunitc  of  ouro  %ii\d  Burgli ;  and  for  ttie  eonioune  proffit 
fp^untit  to  Uuuiu,  fuU  licence  and  iciii  to  ios»e,  bulwark,  wall, 
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(oiire»  tunte,  and  uther  irais  to  strength  oure  Ibntida  Burgh,  in 
quhat  mailer  of  wise  or  d^gre  that  beu  aene  maate  apedefoU  to 

thaim/ 

Given  under  our  grete  seaie,  at  Strivclyii,  the  last  tia^  of 
AprUe,  and  of  oure  Begne,  the  thretene  ykere,  anno  1450. 

The  King  linvin^,  by  the  above  grant  empowered  the  Edin- 
burghers  to  I'ortity  their  town,  ))o  likewise  l>y  n  new  grant,  en- 
abled them  to  raise  money  fur  that  purpose,  as  wiii  appear  by  the 
following  charter: 

James,  by  the  ^ace  of  Coil,  King  of  Scottia,  till  all  and  sindri/ 
our  Lieges  and  SubdictU,  to  i^uitais  knatcleffe  thir  our  Letters 

'  Foralsmekle  aa  we  have  for  the  cbmoune  profit,  the  zele  and 
love  yat  we  have  to  oure  wde  belovettis,  the  Burgea  and  Com- 
mon te  of  EdinburgI),  grnuntit  to  thaime  licence  to  fosse,  buUwark, 
wall,  t'.tire,  and  turate  tlio  said  Burgh  for  tlu^  keping  and  defens 
tlH'r<^'tf  i?i  case  onro  aid  enemyis  of  England,  adres  thainie  to  in- 
vade tiiu  i»aid  oure  Cumburgc:^.  It  is  uure  will,  and  we  charge 
aU  and  sindry  the  Burges,  nychtbours  and  indweUaria  of  the  aiSd 
Touno,  and  alsa,  thaim  yat  hes  landis,  annualla,  or  poaaeaiiona, 
wythin  it,  to  help  contribit  and  supple  to  the  said  fortyffcing  and 
strengthing  of  our  said  Burgh  cft^T  the  valew  of  thair  rentis, 
landi^  posses&ionis,  annellis,  and  iaculte  of  thair  gudis  being 
within  the  said  Burgh,  aud  at  the  ordinaoce  md  aviso  of  the  Con- 
aull  and  Commonte  of  the  aaid  Toune;  and  that  alawell  the  oute- 
buigea  and  occuplaris  of  the  fredome  of  the  said  Burgh ;  And 
personi5i  having  landis  or  annellis  within  it»  oontribit  thereto  as 
iDdw4>)I;iris  and  inhabitants  thereof. 

d^uharefore,  straitlie  we  commando  aud  charges  oure  Shehtif 
and  hia  Deputts  of  Edinburgh,  our  Provest,  and  Bailiea  of  the 
samyn  Burgh,  yat  gif  ony  oute-burges  or  occupiaris  of  the  fredome 
of  the  said  burgh,  disobeis  or  refusls  to  help  and  contribit  to  the 
making  of  the  forsaid  things,  yat  thai  compell  and  destrenyhe 
thaim  thereto  as  efieris.  And  that  thai  cast  doun  and  remove 
quhataumevir  Iiouaes  biggit  upon  oure  wall,  or  uncouth;  the 
quhilkia  ar  needful  to  be  castin  doune»  for  the  atrengthing  ot  the 
said  Toune^  and  defens  thereof.  Here  attouer,  we  charge  all  and 
sindry  personis,  Imvinp;  tenementis  or  lan«li'<,  within  the  Miid 
Burgh,  that  thai  strentli  and  fortify  thair  liederouniys  in  gude 
aud  sekerwisc  as  sail  be  sene  ujai:>t  spcdful  to  the  Provoste,  and 
CSonaoule  of  the  laid  Toune;  alaa  gif  ony  withdrawia  or  removia 
thairfra  the  laid  Toune  for  the  said  cause:  It  ia  oure  wil  that  the 
Sheriff,  Provoste,  and  Baillios  of  the  said  Burgh,  mak  thair  gudis 
Ik?  arrcstit  quhairevir  thai  may  be  ourtane,  niul  yat  of  the  gudis 
titair  taxis  be  pait.  And  that  fra  thencefurth,  tliai  and  thair 
a^  eres  be  disberyait  for  alwais  of  the  fredonit  of  the  taid  Burgh. 
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And  the  forsaid  things  we  charge  to  be  done,  fulfillit,  and  executit 
heforr>  writtin,  is  under  «U  the  himt  pains  and  charge  that 

efter  may  follow.' 
Oivea  miller  our  prive  seale  al  Stiivdiiifl^  <be  28ih  day  of 

AprOe,  and  of  oore  fiegtie,  the  18th  yhera^  (atmo  1460), 

The  vrtxW  which  was  erected  for  the  security  of  Edinburgh,  hy 
virtue  ol  the  above  grants,  being  the  first  wherewith  this  city  was 
Ibrtifted;  it  began  at  the  north  wrtorn  part  of  the  rock,  whereon 
the  Cbatle  of  Sdmbnrgh  ia  ntoate;  where,  for  its  better  defenoe, 
was  erected  a  strong  stone  tower,  denominated  tlie  Wellhouse 
Tower,  from  its  vicinity  to  a  well;  and  not,  as  it  is  commonly  and 
corruptly  called,  Wallace's  Tower.  This  edifice,  the  ruiiia  whereof 
are  sdll  to  be  entered  on  the  inside  of  the  wall  by  two 

doon^  whieh  led  to  the  Unt  and  aeoond  atoriee;  the  exterior  parts 
of  this  fofftima,  regarding  the  weet  and  north-west,  of  a  circular 
fnrrn,  were  perforated  wifli  narrow  lights  and  loop-holes  for  de- 
fence; a-s  were  the  flat  sides  of  the  said  tower,  regarding  the 
north  and  south,  with  small  apertures  both  for  light  and  resistance. 
The  amall  half  moon  hetween  the  end  of  the  wall  and  the  tower, 
aoeiDS  to  have  been  added  since  the  erection  of  the  said  wall  and 
tower.  And  without  the  said  tower  to  the  wo«!tward,  at  tlie  dis- 
tance of  about  eiglity  yards  seems  to  have  been  an  outwork,  by 
the  remains  of  a  strong  stone  wall  adjoining  to  the  Castle  Kock. 
The  wall  from  thia  fortress  running  eastwaird  akmg  the  northern 
foot  of  the  Castle-hill  and  southern  side  of  the  Nordloch,  parallel 
with  the  buildings  at  the  western  end  of  the  town,  and  winding 
southwnf'l,  ascended  the  hiW;  on  tlie  top  of  which  it  was  inter- 
sected by  a  gate,  called  the  outer  Castle-gate:  That  this  waa  one 
of  the  town  galiiga  is  manifest,  by  the  common  conDdl's  ordering 
it,  together  iSlh  the  spur  without  It  to  he  taken  down,  they  b^ 
ing  of  no  longer  aervioe  since  the  estenuoo  of  the  wall  with  an 
interior  gate- 

Frora  this  port  the  wall  descended  the  southern  side  of  the  hill 
to  Currey*8  Close,  and  winding  eastwards;  part  thereof  is  still 
to  he  seen  on  the  nortlieni  ride  of  the  said  dose,  and  at  the 
southern  end  of  Johnston's  ChM^  in  the  street  denominated  the 
Castle-hill;  and  continuing  its  course  en^twnrch,  on  tlie  northern 
side  of  t^e  '^trc'  t  called  the  Strait-bow,  tlit-re  \'.  a«  another  a|>er- 
ture  therem,  named  the  Upper-bow  (to  distinguisii  it  from  the 
Nether-bow  or  eastern  port  of  the  town);  in  the  eastern  side  of 
wliidi,  with  the  hooks  whereon  the  gate  hung,  are  still  to  be  seen 
at  the  ea-^termoxt  turning  of  the  said  street ;  whence  the  wall  pro- 
ceeiling  eastwards,  is  again  intersected  by  a  port  still  remaining 
in  Gray's  Close,  about  thirty  paces  besouth  the  High  Street,  lead- 
ing to  the  Ifin^  hut  how  denondnated  I  cannot  learn.  And  run- 
niog  eastwards  towards  St  Mary*s  Wynd,  with  a  gentle  turning 
went  CO  and  joined  the  Nether-bow  ccntigaoiis  to  the  boose  near 
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the  aouth>  western  corner  of  Lcith  Wynd.  But  the  houses  on  the 
western  <;ide  of  the  said  wynd  becoming  ruifions,  the  projtrietors 
were  enjoiiiod  by  parliament,  either  to  repair  llieni  within  the 
space  of  a  year  and  a  day,  or  dispose  of  theni  to  those  that  would ; 
and  if  they  oould  not  be  disposed  of,  the  Magistntea  of  Edinbiufili 
were  empowered  to  pull  them  down,  and  with  the  mat' rials  to 
erect  a  wall  i'v'm  the  said  N<'tlu'rl>ow  to  the  Trinity  Hospital, 
for  tlie  soeurity  of  the  city  on  tliat  side;  And  the  said  wall  being 
since  extended  to  the  Nordloch,  the  ports  of  the  Trinity  Uospital, 
CoU^  church,  and  Halkenton's  Wynd  were  erected  therein  for 
the  convenience  of  passage. 

By  what  ha;^  been  said,  it  does  appear,  that  the  firet  wall  of 
Edinburgh  only  enelose<l  the  town  on  part  of  the  uc^terTi  a!)d 
eastern  end^,  and  •'outlierii  side;  for  the  houses  on  the  western 
i>ide  of  Leith  Wynd  served  in.stead  of  a  wall  in  that  place,  a^  did 
the  Nordloch  towards  the  north,  which  was  made  to  save  the  ex- 
pense of  a  wall  on  that  side,  by  erecting  a  dam  across  the  bottom, 
at  the  font  of  Halkcrston's  Wynd,  to  keep  in  the  water,  whereby 
was  formed  an  artiticial  loch  where  there  was  none  before;  as 
may  be  observed  by  the  curious,  and  demonstrated  b^  opening 
the  sluiee  in  the  said  dam  at  the  eastern  end  d  the  ttid  lodi  to 
let  out  the  water,  as  was  done  in  the  year  1713  when  it  beoame 
dry. 

Edinburgh  being  greatly  incrpn«ied  by  a  number  of  additional 
buildin£»?«,  erected  on  the  southern  side  without  the  wall,  deno- 
minated tiie  Cowgate,  which  was  become  the  prineiiml  street  of 
ISdhiburgh,  wherein  according  to  Alleseus,  stood  the  houses  of  the 
nobility  and  senators  of  the  college  of  justice,  above  two  hundred 
years  ago;  and  liavino,  as  already  ohscrved,  that  the  defeat  of  our 
army  at  Flodden  in  the  north  of  England,  anno  151'^,  threw  Edin- 
burgh into  t))c  greatest  hurry  and  confusion,  by  mustering  and 
exerdabg  all  the  citixens  fit  to  bear  amu^  aome  whereof  were  to 
march  and  join  the  army,  and  the  rest  to  defend  the  town: 
And  for  the  better  enabling  tbem  to  perform  the  same  the  com- 
mon council,  by  the  King's  command,  raised  money  to  fortify  the 
city;  and  in  the  mean  time,  the  better  to  prevent  the  approiu  li  of 
the  enemy,  all  persons  having  gardens  without  the  town  were 
ordered  to  fortify  the  same  with  walls. 

That  the  fortifying  of  Edinburgh  at  this  time  was  only  the  ex- 
tension of  its  walls,  I  think  U  manifest;  for  the  first  wall  having 
been  Imiit  but  about  sixty  yr  ar*  before,  it  could  want  no  rejjara- 
tion;  and  by  what  is  above  observed,  of  the  Cowgate*8  lying 
without  the  town  wall,  it  was  very  necessary  to  secure  it  from  (he 
ravagea  ef  an  enemy,  1^  fortifying  it  with  a  rampart  on  the 
southern  side. 

This  extension  of  the  (own  wall  or  new  fence,  which  1m  [ran  at 
the  south-eastern  part  of  the  rock  whereon  the  Castle  stands, 
and  where  it  is  at  pre^>ut  situated ;  whence  descending  the  hill  it 
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is  intersected  by  the  West  Port,  and  ascending  part  of  the  High- 
rigs-hill,  turns  oastwnrd,  and  running  along  tlie  northern  side  of 
the  gardens  of  iienot'a  Hospital  crosseth  the  Jior(lH>rn  avenue 
leading  to  the  said  hospital,  and  paaseth  through  the  bray  i^Viarii 
Cbun£<-yard  to  the  Bristow  Port  and  oontinuing  its  course  east* 
warda^  is  intmected  hy  the  Potterrow  Port;  vrhence  going  on  the 
southern  side  of  the  CoUcge,  Infirmary,  and  High  School  of  Edin- 
burgh to  the  Pleasants,  winds  northward  to  the  Cowgato  Port, 
and  ascending  St.  Mary's  Wynd  Street  joins  the  old  town  wall  a 
little  beaouth  the  Netberbow  Port. 

Although  the  city  wall  was  extended  as  above  specified,  yet  it 
prolong  insufficient  for  the  security  of  the  town,  the  common 
council  in  the  year  1560  agreed  with  Murdoch  Walker,  a  mason, 
to  extend  the  said  fence  by  a  new  wall,  to  reach  from  Lcith  Wynd 
to  the  eastern  end  of  the  Nordloch,  with  a  house  at  the  western 
end  for  the  keeper  of  the  new  port  to  reside  in;  for  which  they 
were  to  pay  the  said  Walker  the  sura  of  four  pounds  ten  shiUing 
Scottish  money  per  rood,  from  the  foundation  to  the  battlement  of 
the  said  wall,  and  two  pounds  of  the  same  money  for  each  rood  of 
the  parapet  above  the  battlement. 

The  Town  Council,  having  purchased  ten  acres  of  land,  called 
the  High-rigB»  and  enclosed  the  same  within  the  town  wall: 
Pnrsnant  to  which  they  in  the  year  1620  agreed  with  John  Tali- 
pher,  a  mason,  to  erect  the  said  wall,  and  to  extend  the  old  city 
wall  from  tlie  West  Port  to  tliat  of  the  Society  (►r  Bristo  Port, 
that  surrounds  Ileriot's  Hospital  and  gardens,  |>art  of  the  Gray- 
Frian  Cburch-yard,  and  the  Charity  Workhouae,  of  the  height 
of  6ve  dls  and  three  quarters  to  the  hattlementy  and  the  parapet 
iU>ove  two  ells  in  height ;  and  from  the  ground  to  the  battlement, 
to  ho  of  the  thickness  of  five  f»M't,  and  the  ]>arapot  of  two  feet; 
lor  which  the  said  TaHpher  waa  paid  the  sum  of  sixteen  pounds 
Scottish  for  eacii  rood  of  the  said  work,  he  only  ])rovidiug  work- 
men* and  the  town  finding  all  materials,  with  labourers  to  dig 
the  fiMmdatmn." 

II. 

ANCIENT  "SET"  OP  THE  QTY. 

It  was  a  new  jdinse  in  the  history  of  a  couiitr}',  to  see  the 
citizens  of  the  capital  of  Scotland,  after  being  engaged  in 
violent  disputes  among  themselves  about  their  miuiidpal 
dectioiiB,  and  their  respective  rights  thereanent,  amicanly 
referring  the  whole  points  at  issue  to  their  sovereign  prince 
the  King,  as  umpire.  The  whole  affair  has  rather  a  pleasant 
nnd  patriarchal  aspect,  and  James  VI.,  who  wn^f  r-ertninly  a 
curiosity  of  a  rhurartcr,  aii  i  along  with  his  selt-conceit  an<l 
great  knowledge  ut   kuig-crait  as  he  called  it,  by  no 
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means  witYiont  some  redeeming  qualities^  must  have  been 

much  p*atifiod  with  tins  mark  of  confidence  from  the  citi- 
zen'^  of  his  "  |rude  toun  "  of  E(iinbur<rh.  Tli'^  decision  of 
the  points  at  issue  governed  the  city  cleclions  of  Magi- 
strates and  Town  Council  from  to  1730,  a  period  of 
nearly  a  century  and  a  half,  when  it  was  supplemented  by 
Lord  Bay's  Decreet  Arbitral.* 

Stich  a  document  is  worth  preservation  in  the  history  of 
the  metropolis  of  Scothind. 

THE  DEGREBT-ARAITRAL,  PBOXOCNCED  BY  Hi8  UAJeSTT  KIXO  JAMSS  VL  IS  THB 

euBHnnoR  »y  m  uBmauwm  axd  osARaim  or  woanvmm,  UStk 
MAT,  1683. 

At  Edinburgh,  the  nineteenth  day  of  June,  the  year  of  Ghid, 
One  thousand  fi\-o  hundred  founioore  three  yoar%  in  presence  of 

the  Lords  of  Council,  conij><:';;r»'d  pcr?onalIv  Mr.  Jnhn  Sharp, 
John  Prestoun,  Thomas  Craiir,  and  John  Skeene,  ]>rnt niratours 
specially  constitute  for  the  Provcst,  Baillies,  Deacones,  Counsel, 
and  Commnnity  of  the  Burgh  of  Edinburgh,  be  the  Act  of  Coon- 
sel  underwritten,  made  in  presence  of  the  Provest,  Baillies,  Dea* 
cones,  Counsel,  and  Community  contein'd  thereintil,  of  the  date 
imdorwritrt'ti.  ntid  OTVf>  in  the  said  Act  of  Council,  with  the  Dc- 
creet-arhirral  aftoi  iiu  nti(»nat,  given  and  pronouncit  be  the  King's 
Migesty,  and  Judges  after  following,  buh&erived  be  them,  and  the 
parties  after  rehearsed,  and  desired  the  same  to  be  insert  and  re- 
gistrate  in  the  Buiks  of  Counsel,  to  have  the  strengdi,  force,  and 
eflect  of  their  Act  an<l  Decreet  in  time  to  come,  and  letters  and 
exocutorials  to  be  direct  upon  the  parti«»  spccifiet  thairiutil.  The 
quiulk  desire  tlie  said  Lords  thought  reasonable;  and  therefore 
hes  ordained  and  ordains  the  said  Act  and  Decreet-arbitral  to  be 
insert  and  registrat  in  the  said  Builcs,  to  have  (he  strength,  foroe^ 
and  effect  of  their  Act  and  Decreet,  and  hes  interponit  and  inter- 
pons  their  Decreet  and  authority  tln^n^to,  nnd  dooernf  nnd  ordains 
letters  and  executorials  to  be  <Hrect  upon  the  hail  parties  -^pecifiet 
in  the  said  Decreet-arbiirai,  fur  fulfilling  thereof  in  all  poyuts,  in 
manner  speditet  thereintil:  Of  the  quhilk  the  tenor  follows. 

The  quhilk  day  Mr.  had  Chisholme,  Andrew  Sclater,  John 
Adamsone,  Baillies;  Mr.  John  Prestoun  Dean  of  Gild;  Mungo 
Russcl  The^aurcr;  John  Johnstoun,  John  Tlarwood,  John  Ro- 
liertaene,  William  Maule,  William  Nesbet,  Alexander  Kaper,  John 
Morisonc,  Bobert  Ker,  Henry  Charterhouse,  Merchantk;  Jaro^ 
FeigUBOoe,  Bower;  John  Baimsfather,  Taityeour;  and  the 
Deakens  following,  viz.  Gilbert  Primerose,  Chirurgtan;  John 
M^at,  Smith:  Kdward  Calbraith,  Skinner;  Edward  Hart.  Gold- 
south;  William  Uoppringie,  Tailyeour;  Thomas  Dickson,  furrier; 

*  For  that  Dseiest-sihitrsI,  see  Historksl  Docmaents  oooaected  with 

Port  becoad. 
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And  sicklike  James  Ker,  Flesher;  William  Weir,  Cordinor;  Adam 
Newtoun,  Baxter;  William  rontts,  Webster;  Andrew  William- 
son, Wright;  William  Somers,  Bonnetiuaker,  remanent  Deakens 
of  Craft^s  for  themselves,  and  the  hail  body  and  community  of  the 
Town,  als  well  Merebante  as  Cnltsmeo,  makes  and  oonalitutei 
Ifrs.  Jolin  Sharps  Hiomas  Craig,  John  Pmlouii,  Assessours,  and 
Mr.  John  Skeene  Procurator  Fiscal,  or  any  twa  of  them,  their 
procuratours,  to  compear  before  tlic  Lords  of  Session  and  Coun- 
sud  wliatsomever  day  or  days  couveuietit,  and  there,  iu  nauke  and 
behalf  of  the  Provost,  Baillles»  and  Counsel  for  the  Merchants,  and 
of  the  said  Deakens  for  the  Crafts  on  the  other  part,  to  consent 
to  the  registrating  of  the  Decro<?t-arbitral  given  by  the  Kind's 
!>I.iie:<ty,  and  Arbitrators  specitied  therein,  betwixt  the  Merchants 
and  Cratt^tuen,  in  the  Bulks  of  Counsel,  interponing  of  their  au- 
thority thereto,  with  ezecntion  to  ibllow  thereupon,  in  manner 
specified  in  the  said  Decreet,  and  generally,  4rc.  promitientes  d» 
rato,  SfC.  Extract  furth  of  the  Counsel  Buik  of  Edinburgh,  be 
nie  Mr.  Alexander  Guthrie,  Common  Clerk  of  the  samen;  Wit- 
ne»  thereto  my  sign  and  su^ription  manual. 

AUEX.  OUTBHIB. 

Mert/afkwt  the  Tenor  iff  the  taid  Deertet  arbitral. 

At  Ualyruidhouse,  the  twenty  twa  day  of  Apr^l,  the  yeir  of  (iod 
One  thoosand  Ave  hundred  fouraoore  three  years,  we  Robert 
Fairlie  of  Braid,  Sir  Archibald  Naper  of  Edinbellie,  Knight,  and 
James  Johnstoun  of  Elphingstoun,  Jii'1it'"h  Arbitrators,  chosen 
for  the  part  of  Mr.  Michael  Chi-^liftliiu  ,  Andrew  ScUiter,  John 
Adamsone,  and  William  Fairlie,  Biuilie^  of  Edinburgh;  Mr.  Joliu 
Prestoun,  Dean  of  Gild;  Mungo  Russel,  Thesaurer;  John  John- 
stoun, Robert  Ker  younger,  Henry  Charterhouse,  John  Morisone, 
WiUiarn  Maul,  John  Harwood,  Julni  Robertsone,  William  Inglis, 
Alexander  Naper,  William  Nesbet,  Merchants,  being  on  the 
Counsel  of  the  said  Burgh,  for  themselves,  and  in  name  and  bo- 
half,  and  as  Commissioners  for  the  hml  Merchants  indwellers  of 
the  said  burgh,  on  the  ane  part,  and  Jolin  Cockburn  of  Orme- 
stoun,  Mr.  Robert  Pont  Provest  of  the  Trinity  CoUodge,  and  Mr. 
David  Lindsey  Minister  of  Leith,  Judges  Arbitrators,  chosen  for 
the  part  of  James  Fergusone,  Bower;  John  Bairnsfather,  Tail- 
yeour,  twa  of  the  Craftsmen,  being  on  the  Counsel  of  the  said 
Burgh;  Gilbert  Prymros^  Deakcn  of  the  Chinirgians;  John  Wat, 
Deaken  of  the  Hammermen ;  William  Hoppringle,  Deaken  of  the 
Tailyeours;  Edward  Galbraith,  Deaken  of  the  Skinners;  Edward 
Hairt,  Deaken  of  the  Gold-smiths ;  Adam  Newtoun,  Dtaken  of 
the  Baxters;  Thomas  Dicksone,  Deaken  of  the  Furriers;  Andrew 
Williamaon,  Deaiien  of  the  Wrights;  William  Biekertoun,  Deaken 
of  the  Maissons;  James  Ker,  Deaken  of  the  Fleshers;  William 
Weir,  Deaken  of  the  Cordiners;  Thomas  Wright,  ]>eaken  of  the 
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Websten;  William  Cowtts,  Deaken  of  the  W«k«n;  and  WUUam 

Soiner,  Deaken  of  the  Bonnet-makers  for  themselves,  and  in  ntame 
and  behalf,  and  a-s  Commissioner  for  tho  hail  C'rnftsnien  in- 
dwellers  of  the  suid  Hrugh,  on  the  uther  part:  And  the  liighc 
Potent  and  llluster  Prince  James,  be  tl»e  Grace  of  God,  King  of 
SootSy  our  8overaign  Lord,  odsnuui  aod  oversman,  dioaen  be  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  bsith  the  saida  partiea,  anent  the  removing  of 
all  questions,  differences,  and  controversies,  quhilks  are,  or  has 
been  betwixt  the  saids  Merchants,  and  Craftsmen,  concirning 
whataomever  cause  or  occasion,  wliereupoii  debate  or  question 
did  arise  in  any  time  betwixt  them:  And  thereupon,  baith  the 
said  parties  being  bund,  oblist,  and  sworn,  to  stand,  abid^  and 
underly,  and  fulfil  the  llecreet-arbitral,  and  deliverance  of  ua  the 
sni'ls  Judges,  and  Oversman,  but  appellation,  reclamation,  or  con- 
tradiction, as  at  mair  lengrth  is  contained  in  an  submission  made 
thereupon,  baith  tlie  saids  parties  clames  and  griefs  given  in  be 
them,  with  the  answers  made  thereto^  and  their  rights,  reasonsy 
and  allegations  being  heard,  seen,  and  considered  Im»  us,  and  wo 
therewith  being  ryply  advisit,  after  many  and  sundry  conventions 
and  nieetins"^,  with  lang  traveb  tano  liereancnt,  he»^  nil  in  ane 
voice  accoidit,  and  agreed  upon  tlie  heads  and  articles  following: 

First,  To  talte  away  all  difl'erences  quhilk  lias  been  lieretofore 
ooncemingthe  persona  who  had  the  government  of  the  Town, 
their  number,  power,  or  authority,  and  manner  of  their  election; 
it  is  finally  COncCN^iC,  deeernit,  and  eoticludit  thereupon  as  follows: 

llAOttTRAn  "^''^  Majjistratii  and  Ollicemen,  sick  as  Provest, 
Bailiies,  Dean  of  Gild,  uud  The.Haurer,  to  be  in  all 
tymea  coming  of  the  estait  and  calling  of  Merchants,  conform  to  the 
acts  of  Parliament;  and  gif  ony  Craftsman  cxcerceand  mcrclian» 
dize,  sail  for  his  guid  qualities  be  promovit  theirto,  in  that  caise 
he  sail  leive  his  craft,  and  not  occupy  the  same  be  himself  nor 
his  servants  during  ttie  time  of  liis  office,  and  sail  not  return 
theirto  at  any  tyme  theirafter  quhiil  he  obtain  special  license  of 
the  Provest,  BaiUies,  and  Counsel  to  that  effect. 

Counsel  "^'^^  Counsel  to  consist  of  ten  Merchants,  to  wit, 
*  ■  the  au!d  Provest,  four  auld  Baillies.  I)  an  nf  Gild, 
and  Thesaurer  of  tlie  nixt  year  preceiding,  and  flin  o  utiier  Mer- 
chants to  be  chosen  to  tiiem,  and  als  to  consist  ot  eight  Craftsmen 
thereof,  sex  Dealcens,  and  twa  other  Craftsmen,  makaad  in  the 
hail  the  said  Counsel  eighteen  persons,  and  tin's  by  the  Officemen 
of  that  year,  to  wit»  the  Froveat,  Baillies,  Dean  of  Gildt  and 
Thesaurer. 

|gT.«<«nw       ^"'^  ^'^  manner  of  the  Election,  It  is  first 

generally  aecordit  and  coucludit,  that  na  manner  of 
person  be  chosen  Provest,  BaQIiea,  Dean  of  Gild,  or  Tbesanrer, 
suppose  they  be  Burgesses  of  the  Burgh,  and  able  therefore,  with« 

out  they  have  been  an  year  or  twa  upon  th<»  Counsel  off  before. 
And  aueut  tho  Counsel,  the  auld  maner  of  giving  in  of  ticketa  be 
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the  DedraiMi  oak  of  fhe  qahilk  the  twa  Crsftameii  were  ycvly 
«dioeeD,  to  be  abrogat,  diacbargit,  cease,  and  •  x|>)  rt  in  all  tymet 
coming,  swa  that  t)ip  saids  twa  CraftsrrKn  shall  be  cli(»en  yenrly, 
without  ony  ingiving  of  ticket"',  iTid  tUK  iitly  of  the  best  and 
worthimt  of  the  (Jraft^  be  the  saids  Prove&t,  liuiiiies,  and  Couusel 
aUanerly ;  and  nane  to  be  cf  tlie  CSoansel  above  twa  year  together, 
exeept  they  be  Offieemen,  or  be  vertue  of  their  offices  he  on  the 
Counsel.  Sickllke,  anent  the  lytts  of  the  Baillies,  they  sail  not  Im- 
dividet  n<ir  casten  in  four  ranks,  three  to  every  rank,  as  they  were 
wont  to  be,  bot  to  be  chosen  indifferently,  ane  out  of  the  twelff 
lytts,  aae  nthcr  out  of  eleven  lytts,  the  thbtl  out  of  teo,  and  the 
foort  out  of  nyne  lytts.  Anent  the  Deakena,  that  nane  be  eleetit 
Deaken,  except  he  that  has  been  an  niaister  of  his  Craft  twa  year 
at  the  least;  and  that  nane  i»f  them  be  continued  in  their  office  of 
J>eiiken:>hip  alH>ve  twa  year  togidUer.  Lai^t,  in  general,  that  uaiic 
have  vote  in  lytting,  voiting,  or  electing  of  the  Provest,  Baillies, 
CooDiel,  and  Deakens,  Dean  of  Gild,  or  ThesMirer,  but  the  per- 
iooa  hereafter  foOowhig  allenarly,  in  manner  after  spedfit. 

And  to  {iroceid  in  the  said  Election,  It  is  found 
ELKcnoH  IS  hi^fr'iu  at  the  choosing  of  the  Deaken?»  of 

iWAOoim.  Cral'ts,  quhilks  ai-e  fourteen  in  number,  to  wit, 
Chiruigyania,  Ckildsmyths,  Skinnerfl*  Furrier*, 
Hammer-men,  Wrights,  Masons,  Tailyeoors,  Baxters,  Fleshcrs, 
Conlinefs,  Websters,  Waulkers,  Bonnet-makefj:  Swa  the  Dea- 
kens  now  present  shall  stand  and  continue  quhil  the  third  Coun- 
ael  Day  before  the  auld  time  of  election  of  the  new  Counsel, 
qohOk  was  on  the  Wedneeday  next  proceeding  the  Feast  of 
Michaelmass;  upon  the  qubilk  third  Counsel  Day,  the  Provest, 
Buillies,  and  Counsel  now  staudand,  extending  to  nineteen  persons, 
and  fra  thence  furth  yearly,  and  ilk  year,  the  Provest,  BaiUies  and 
Coun:>cl,  constitute  of  the  said  twenty-live  persons,  sail  call  in 
before  them  the  saids  Deakens  of  Crafts,  every  ane  severally,  and 
require  their  opinion  and  judgment  (tf  ^e  best  and  worthiest  of 
their  Crafts.  Thereafter,  the  saids  Provest,  BaiUies,  and  Couu- 
sel, shall  nomiimt  and  lytt  three  persons  of  the  maist  discrtft, 
godly,  and  qualiiicHi  ]»ersoj»s  of  every  ane  of  the  saids  Fourteen 
Crafts,  maist  expert  haiid-laltourers  of  their  aweu  Craft,  BurgetMtes 
and  Freemen  of  the  Brugh,  whereof  tiie  auld  Dealcen  shall  Im  ane, 
and  cause  deliver  their  names  to  the  Deakens,  every  ane  according 
to  their  Craft;  quhilk  Denkens,  on  the  mom  thereafter,  sail  as- 
semble and  convein  their  Crafts,  and  every  Craft  be  themselves, 
furtit  of  thir  names  shall  elect  ane  person,  wha  sail  be  their  Deaken 
for  that  year;  and  upon  the  next  Counsel  Day  after  the  said 
Election,  the  auld  Deakens,  with  some  of  the  masters  of  their 
Cratr^  pn^f-nt  the  new  Deaken  to  the  Counsel,  quha  sail  au- 
thorize liiem  in  their  othces. 
hsw  CocxsBL  Next,  Toproceed  to  the  Election  of  the  New 
orDaaaaM.    Counsel,   line  said  day  of  presenting  of  new 
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BeakeiUy  the  Provetft,  BailHes,  and  Counsel,  now  standand  of 
nineteen  iicrsons,  and  fn  then  furth,  the  same  day  yearly, 
Provest,  Baillios,  and  Counsel  of  twenty-five  persons  Mill  choose 
t'urth  of  tho  an'uh  Fotirtoen  Doakens,  sox  p^-i-Hona  to  be  adjoyned 
with  the  Now  ronnsil  fur  (lio  year  to  tuiue,  and  to  have 
special  vote  in  Ivtting  and  choosing  of  the  Provesti  BaiUles,  and 
Counsel;  and  the  same  day,  the  auld  sex  Deakens,  quhilk  was 
upon  the  Couni^el  the  year  preoeeding,  to  be  removed,  and  have 
na  farther  vote  for  that  year,  except  some  of  th«n  be  of  the  num- 
ber of  the  new  elected  Deakens. 

Thereafter,  upon  the  Wednesday  next,  pre- 

oF^Mr^HAN^''  Mielmclmass  ilk  year,  the  Provest,  Baillies, 

AND  ctlrn.^  Bean  of  Gild,  Theaaufer,  and  ten  Merchants  of 
the  Counsel,  and  the  said  sex  Deakens,  and  twa 
Craftsmen,  and  in  the  hail  twenty-five  pen<onf»,  and  twenty-sex 
votes,  be  reason  of  the  Provest's  twa  votes,  ordinarily  standand 
at  all  tymes,  ^all  conveen  and  choose  the  New  Counsel,  to  the 
number  of  ei<,diteen  persons,  to  wit,  the  auld  Provest,  BaUlies, 
Dean  of  Gild,  and  Theaaurer  of  that  year,  and  the  aaid  aez  Dea- 
kens to  make  thretteen  [>ersons  thereof,  and  to  them  to  be  chosen 
three  Merchants,  and  twa  Craftsmen,  and  thir  persons  to  bo  callit 
tlie  New  Counsel :  And  gif  ony  person  of  the  Merchants  chosen 
upon  the  New  Counsel,  happens  to  be  put  on  the  lytt  of  an  utber 
olfice,  and  promovit  thereto^  ane  other  sail  be  chosen  in  his  room 
be  the  saids  Provest,  Baillies,  and  Counsel. 

y  n*         Thridly,  To  prnc  id  to  the  choosing  of  tlio 

l^H^^J/^'  Lvtts  to  the  MaL'istrat.H  atrd  Office-men,  sic  as 
Provest,  Baillies,  Dean  of  Gild,  and  Thesaurer: 
Upon  the  Friday  next  thereafter,  there  sail  conveen  the  said  New 
Counsel  of  eighteen  persons,  and  the  auld  Counsel,  constitute  of 
twelff  persons,  viz.  ten  Merchants  and  twa  Craftsmen,  the  said 
new  and  nitld  Counsel,  makand  twenty  Merchants  and  ten  Crafts- 
men, and  in  the  hail  thretty  persons,  by  the  Provest's  odd  vote; 
quhilks  persons  solomnatly  protesting  before  God,  that  they  shall 
choose  the  persons  whom  they  find  maist  meet,  without  &vour, 
hatred,  or  ony  kind  of  collusion;  then  sail  begin  and  dkooaethe 
lytts  to  the  said  Magistrats  and  Offlee-mon,  to  every  ane  of  them 
three  lytts;  that  is  to  say,  to  the  Pr«»\(  st.  tna  lytt^s  with  himself; 
to  the  four  Baillies,  every  ane  of  tltem  three  lytts,  the  auld  Biullies 
not  beand  ane,  except  they  be  new  ehoaen  thereto;  to  the  Dean 
of  Gild,  twa  lytts  with  himself;  and  to  the  Thesaurer,  twa  lytt.^ 
with  himself;  quhilks  hail  lytts  sail  be  of  the  order  and  calling  of 
Merchants,  as  said  is. 

_  Fonrthlv,  to  proceed  to  the  electing  and 

choosing  of  the  said  Magistrats  and  Office- 
men,  upon  the  Tuesday  nixt  after  Michaelmass 
yearly,  there  sail  conveen  the  saids  thretty  persons  of  new  and 
nuld  Counsel,  and  with  them  the  rest  of  the  Deakens  of  Craftv, 
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qiihilkB  are  not  of  the  Counsel,  ejitendiiig  to  eight  persons;  th* 
haU  penou  am  oonveflnand*  extending  to  thretty-eight  persons 
by  the  said  oddo  vote,  thereof  twenty  Merchants,  and  eighteen 

TraiU's;  qubilk-*  porsims  sail  begin  at  the  lytts  of  the  Provest,  and 
every  ane  iu  Uiuir  awen  rank  give  their  votes  to  sic  as  they  find 
maist  meet  for  the  well  of  the  Town,  aocortliug  to  their  couM.'ience 
and  knawledge,  but  feid  or  favour;  and  on  whom  the  greatest 
number  of  vuti.s  sa\\  fiiU,  that  ho  be  sworn*  reoeivit,  and  ad- 
mittit  Provost  for  that  year;  atid  swa  to  proceed  tborow  the  lytts 
of  the  Baiilies,  Dean  of  Gild,  and  Thesanrer,  quhill  the  said  Elec- 
tion be  compleaUy  endiL  The  saids  Provest,  Baillies,  Dean  of 
Gild,  Thesanrer,  and  Connsd,  eleetit  as  said  is,  makand  in  the 
hail  tweoty-five  persons;  they  only,  and  na  utheH,  sail  have  the 
full  i:  'vernmcnt  and  administration  of  the  hail  Comraon-weill  of 
thi^  liurgli,  and  in  all  things,  as  the  Provosr,  Baillies,  and  Counsel 
thertut",  or  of  any  uther  btirgb  had  of  betoie,  or  may  have  hero- 
after,  be  the  liiws  or  con^^uetude  of  this  realm,  infeftuients  and 
priviledges  grantit  to  this  Town  be  our  Sovereign  Lords  maist 
Noble  Progenitors;  exceptand  always  thir  causes  following,  in  the 
quhilks  the  iiail  fourteen  Deakens  of  Crafts  sail  he  callit  an<l  ad- 
joyDe<l  with  them  to  give  their  special  vote  and  coni>uhation 
thereinto,  to  wit,  In  election  of  the  Provest,  Baillies,  Dean  of 
Gild,  and  Thesaurer,  as  said  is;  In  setting  of  Feus,  or  any  manner 
of  Taoks,  attonr  the  yearly  lowping  upon  Martinmass  even;  In 
giving  of  benefices  and  auer  offices  within  Burgh ;  In  granting 
of  extcnt<8,  eontrihiition?,  empriniits,  and  sicklike;  biggitiL'  of  com- 
mon warks;  and  in  dis|iontQg  of  common  good  above  the  sura  of 
twenty  pound  togidder. 

Providing  nevertheless,  that  the  Deakens,  not 
THE  Dtliis'  of  the  Coansel,  nor  ony  of  them,  beand  per- 
AMV  Covnal  »<^nally  warned  to  that  etfect,  and  absenting 
theinM-lvoH,  swa  oft  the  last  Deacone,  or  niiy  uther 
that  was  in  lytt  witii  Unn  llml  ycir,  sail  suppiic  Uieir  room;  and 
tfaey  beand  personally  warned,  and  absent,  the  rest  compearand 
sail  bave  power  to  proceed:  gif  ony  of  the  Provest,  Baillies,  and 
Couns<d  be  absent,  the  rest  wha  are  present  sail  choose  an  uther 
in  thfir  room.    And  to  avoid  all  suspicioun  tint  has  risen  ]n  tinu'S 
past,  through  the  particular  aHsemblies,  oon%entiouns,  and  cotivo- 
catioDs,  contrair  the  acts  oi  Purliameut,  and  to  the  trouble  of  the 
quyet  state  of  this  Brugh, 
Coja-ENTiocxs  •8T«t  •>»d  eonoludit,  that  nather  the 

Merchants  amang  themselves,  nather  the  Crafts* 
and  their  Deakens,  or  visit<'rs,  sail  ]\:ivv  or  make  ony  particular 
or  general  conventions,  as  Deakens  with  Deakens,  Deakens  with 
their  Crafts,  or  Crafts  amang  themselves,  &r  less  to  make  privat 
kws^  or  statotes,  poind  and  distrensie  at  their  awen  hands  for 
transgressions,  by  the  advioe  and  consent  of  the  Provest,  Baillier* 
and  Counsel, 
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£nseptand  always,  that  the  Dean  of  OUd 
Dkak  ovQiLD   j^^y  a5somb!o  his  Brothor  and  ronn?el  in  thcif 

MAYG0MVBSVB18         f.  /,  r         ^      l  .1  r  *u 

CouvBKU  l»ila  (Jourts,  eoiiforui  to  thu  ancient  Ihm  s  or  the 

Giidrie,  and  priviledges  theirof;  and  tiiat  any 
ane  Craft  im  ooovein  together  anan^  thenuelves,  fbr  the  chooe> 
ing  of  their  Deaken,  at  the  tyme  appmntit  theirto,  and  in  manner 
before  exprcst;  makinc;  of  Masters,  and  trying  of  their  handie- 
wark,  allanorly:  And  gif  ony  Brother,  or  Deakens  of  Crafts  sail 
find  out,  or  Ucv)  se  any  good  heida  tlmt  may  tend  to  the  weill  of 
their  Cnift,  they  sail  propone  the  same  to  the  Magistrats,  wha  nil 
net  forward  an  act  or  statute  tbairupon,  and  interpooe  their  au- 
thority theretOi  aa  it  hees  found  reasonable. 

CoMMiisiovim.  I^"''  tiiitching  the  Commissioner?  in  Par- 
liament, (ieneral  Counsel,  and  Commissioners  in 
Conveniioun  of  Burrows,  it  is  thouglit  guid  be  the  Commonaris, 
that  in  all  tymes  oomiug  the  ane  of  the  saids  Commiaiiioners  for 
the  Brugh  of  Edinburgh  sail  be  cho.«^en  be  the  said  Provest  and 
Baillies,  furth  of  the  nuni!)er  and  calling  of  Craftsmen,  and  that 
person  to  be  an  Burg(>ss  and  (iild-brother  of  the  Brugh,  of  the 
best,  expert,  wise,  and  ijoncbt  reputatioun. 

A  DiioHa.  Item,  It  is  agreed,  that  the  Auditors  of  all  the 
Town's  comptis  sail  hereafter  be  ehosen  of  e(|aal 
number  of  Merdiants  and  Craftsmen,  be  the  Provest»  BailUes^  and 
Counsel. 

QimMK.  It^ni,  Towa^rd  the  lang  controversies  for  the 
Gildrie,  it  is  tinuliy,  with  common  consent,  appoyntit, 
agreit  and  eonelndit,  that  als  weiU  Craflksmen  as  Merabants,  sail 
be  received  and  admitted  Gild^bretber,  and  the  ane  not  to  be 
refusit  nor  secludit  therefra  mair  nor  the  uther,  they  l>eing  Bur- 
gesses of  the  Bruph,  als  meit  and  qualified  thairtore;  and  that 
Gild-brether  to  have  liberty  to  use  merchandise.  Their  admission 
and  tryal  of  their  qualificatioun  to  be  in  the  power  and  hands  of 
the  Provest,  Baillies,  Thewurer,  and  Counsel,  with  the  Dean  of 
Gild,  and  his  Counsel,  quhilk  sail  consist  in  equal  number  of  Mer- 
chants and  Craftsmen,  Gild-bretlmr,  not  exceiding  the  number 
of  sex  j)crsons,  by  the  Dean  of  Uilii  himself;  and  that  no  person, 
of  whatever  faculty  soever  he  be,  sail  bruik  the  benetit  of  au  UUd- 
brother,  without  he  be  reoeivit  siiid  admittit  thereto,  as  said  is. 

Item,  That  na  manner  of  person  be  sufferit  to  use 
CsJifu!'*  merchandise,  or  occupy  the  handiewark  of  ane  free 
Craft  within  tliis  Brugh,  or  yet  to  exeree  the  liberty 
and  priviledge  of  the  said  Brugh,  without  he  be  Burgess  and 
Freeman  of  the  aune. 

Item,  Because  the  Merdumts  and  Cnltsmen  of  this 
Brugh  are  now  to  be  inoorporat  in  an  Society,  and  to 
make  an  hail  Town  and  Common-weill,  it  is  thought  expoHent, 
and  concludit,  to  abrogat  the  former  custonie  of  dividing  and  set- 
ting of  extents,  wherein  the  Merchants  payit  four  parts,  and  Uie 
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CnfU  the  fifth  port:  And  theirfore  it  is  tgried,  that  as  they  watoh 

and  waird  tog-etlier,  swa  in  all  extont«<.  otnprimit^,  cnntriHritunm', 
and  the  like  subsidies  to  be  imposit  upon  the  Burgh,  Merclmnts 
wad  Craftsmen  to  bear  the  burden  and  char^^  theirof  indiflerently 
owff  hod,  aoocMrdingly  to  tbeir  ability  and  snbetenee^  throw  the 
htU  quarters  of  the  Town,  without  divisloiin  of  Uw  folia  in  Mar* 
chants  and  Craftsmen  in  any  time  coining.  The  cxtentours  sail 
be  of  equal  number  of  M«'rolmnf«  and  Craftsmen,  eight  jiorsons  of 
the  ane  calling,  and  eight  persons  of  the  utlier,  to  be  electit,  sworn, 
and  receivit  be  the  Provest,  Baillies,  and  Coanael,  oat  of  the 
oMbt  diserait  and  aldlftd  of  aU  the  Town,  void  of  aU  partial  afleo- 
tioun  and  hatred:  And  that  n»  manner  of  person  usand  the  trade 
of  Merchant  or  Craftsmen,  and  occnpyand  t)ie  friiMldtno  of  the 
Brugli,  aini  .ihlc  (ii  pav  anv  cxtont,  not  beirarid  the  otUce  of  Pro- 
vest  or  BaiilicB  in  tiie  mean  iiuie,  sail  be  any  wayis  cxeiuit  fra  the 
real  and  aetoal  payment  thereof. 

Item,  As  the  hail  body  of  the  Town,  eonaiatand 
of  M<  rrhrints  and  Craftsmen,  docs  bear  an  com- 
mon Iiurden  of  watehing,  wairdin?,  extenting,  and  of  the  likt* 
portable  cliarges,  having  an  common-good  proper  to  nane,  swa 
naidfiil  it  ia  for  making  an  equal  nnity,  and  eharftaHe  eonoord, 
that  there  be  In  tiie  hau  Town  bat  an  collection,  and  an  pnrae^  not 
peculiar  to  any,  but  common  to  all,  of  the  hail  dewtics  and  caan- 
alities,  calHt  the  en tro«- silver  of  prenteisses,  upsets,  owkly-penuies, 
un*laws,  aud  bicivlike,  to  be  oollectit  in  all  Uuma  coming,  and  re- 
ceived baith  of  Merchants  and  Craftsmen,  and  put  in  an  common 
pone;  and  to  that  eflfoet  the  Merehanta  to  take  and  have  prentioaa^ 
aa  well  as  Craftsmen,  aad  to  be  astrictit  and  obleist  tlieirto,  and 
na  prentice  always  to  be  received  of  ather  of  them  for  »«horter 
time  nor  the  space  of  fyve  yeirs  oompleit.  And  for  the  better 
knowledge  to  be  had  heirof,  and  fur  observing  an  good  ordour  in 
eoUeotioon  of  the  aame^  that  there  be  an'oommon  book  roade^  aad 
keipit  be  the  common  Clerk  of  this  Brugh  preaent,  an  1  to  coma, 
wherein  the  name?  of  all  prentices  to  Mcrciiants  and  Craftsmen, 
the  name  of  tlieir  master,  day  of  their  entries,  and  sjNioe  of  their 
prmtio^bip,  sail  be  insert  and  buikit;  for  the  quliilk  the  Clerk 
aall  have  at  their  btiiking  of  ilk  peraon  sex  peimiea,  and  for  the 
oatdraught  twelf  pennies,  quhilk  bulk  sail  be  to  the  prentkie  an 
sufficient  probatiouQ  of  his  entries,  and  an  charge  to  the  Collectors, 
of  the  said  dewtie^.  If  any  man  be  an  prentice  heirafter,  and  not 
put  in  tiie  5aid  buik,  bis  prenteiship  sail  be  to  him  of  na  etfect. 
Akwa,  be  reason  every  induatry  ia  not  of  like  valour  and  sob- 
atance,  it  la  deolarit,  that  ilk  rank  or  degree  of  prenteiaBea  aall 
pay,  to  wit,  the  Merchant  prentioe,  and  tic  kind  of  people  as  were 
wont  to  extent  with  them,  and  are  not  under  the  said  fourteen 
Crafts,  to  pay  at  hb  eutres  tiie  day  ot  las  buiking  to  the  said  col- 
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smith,  Floslicr,  CMidiTUT,  Tiiilyoour,  Baxter,  and  Ilammer-nien, 
at  their  entry  and  bulking,  to  the  said  collect ioun  twenty  shilling, 
and  for  their  ujmt  fyve  pund.  The  prentice  to  an  ^lasoun  and 
Wright  at  his  entrie  thretteon  shilliiig  four  pennies  and  his  up- 
set three  pund  sex  shilling  eight  pennies.  Tlic  prentioe  to  an 
Wohstor,  Wakor,  Bonnet-maker,  Fiirriour,  at  his  entry  ten  shilling, 
and  for  his  up-set  tiltie  shilling:  aii<l  tlieir  dcwties  to  be  tane  by 
tliuir  owkly-peniiies,  and  dcwties  of  their  Burgesliips:  And  to 
cause  aU  persons  to  be  mair  willing  to  enter  themsdvea  In  pm- 
teiship  with  the  Burgesses  and  Frie-man  of  the  Burgh,  this  privi- 
ledge  is  grantit  to  the  saiJ.s  jirenteise^,  that  they  sail  pay  na  ratir 
for  their  Burgeship  to  liie  Dean  of  Gild,  but  fyve  punds  by  the 
dewties  foirsai<is:  And  in  augmentatioun  of  the  said  colleotioiin, 
when  any  persons  sail  hapi>en  to  be  made  Burgesses  of  this  Burgh, 
wha  was  na  prenteis  to  an  Merehaat,  w  Craftsman,  Frie  Bwrgess 
of  the  said  Brugh»  or  has  not  eompleit  his  prenteiship,  sail  pay  to 
the  said  collectioun,  at  his  adniissioun,  the  douUle  of  the  li.iil 
prenteis  or  entries-silver,  ui)-sot  and  Ijuikinc:,  Ity  the  dewty  payit 
to  the  Dean  of  Uild  for  his  Burgcship,  or  Gildrie,  quhilk  is  twenty 
punds  for  liis  Burgeship,  and  fourty  puud  for  his  Gildrie;  the 
priviledgc  alwayes  of  the  bsims  of  Burgesses  and  Gild'brethcr  not 
being  prejudge^l  heirby,  quha  sail  pay  the  auld  aooustomed  dewty 
to  the  Deati  of  Gild  allenarly.  Thir  dcwties  and  collectiounsi,  or 
casualiliu:i  of  oiitres-silver,  upsets,  ow  kly-pennies,  unlaws,  and 
sicklikc,  to  be  reeeived  in  ail  times  comniiug,  of  all  Merehauts  and 
Craftsmen  indiffijrently,  put  in  the  said  common-purse,  and  im- 
ployit  be  the  advyse  and  connnand  of  the  Provest,  Baillies,  and 
Counsel,  for  support  and  relief  of  the  failyiet  and  decayet  Bur- 
i,'o<»s<»5,  Merchants,  and  Craftsmen,  their  wyfes,  bairns  and  auld 
servants,  and  uther  poor  indwellers  of  the  Town.  The  Trovest, 
Kaillies,  Counsel,  and  hail  Deakens,  every  yeir  after  electioun  of 
the  Magistrates,  sail  dioose  the  collectors  of  the  said  dewties  and 
easualities,  of  equal  number  of  Mercliants  and  Craftsmen,  and  to 
devyse  and  set  dfuvn  ^ic  good  ordowr  as  they  sa!l  find  meet  and 
expedient  for  the  pcrfyte  and  reddie  inbringiug  thereof.  And 
last,  the  said  Collectors  sail  make  yeirly  oompts  of  their  intro* 
roissioun  theirwith,  at  the  tynie  of  making  of  the  Town's  compts ; 
and  sail  find  suffident  caution n  at  their  admissioun,  for  compt, 
reckoning,  and  payment.  Item,  it  is  (ndained,  that  baith  the  saids 
parties,  Merchants  and  Craftsmen,  now  present,  and  their  suc- 
cessors, sail  inviolably  observe,  kc-ip,  and  fulfill  this  present  ap- 
pointment and  Decreit-arbitral,  and  every  heid,  elau&e,  and  article 
oonteinit  therein.  Lilceas^  his  Majesty  and  the  saids  Judg«%  wills 
and  ordains  them,  with  willing  hearts  to  put  in  oblivion  all  bypast 
enormities,  inibraee  and  entertiiin  love  and  aniitv,  and  as  tlicv  are 
of  ai!o  City,  swa  to  be  of  ane  mind:  th'""  "^all  tliey  be  aeeeptit  of 
God,  stop  the  mouths  of  them  quhilk  tuik  occasion  be  their  divi- 
sion to  slander  the  truth;  then  tall  they  be  mair  aUe  to  do  our 
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Sovoniign  Lord  acceptable  service,  aiiU  have  an  stundiog  an 
tiauriiihiug  Common-weai :  Aod  iinali^,  his  Majesty  and  the  saids 
Judges  will  eitMm  th^r  Ung  (ravels  fruitAilly  bestowit. 
^.  _  Attour,  his  Miyesty  and  the  saids  Judges,  or- 

ornn^arT.  ^^^^  ^^^^  practice  and  execution  of  this  present 
appointment  and  Decreet  to  be  and  begin  after 
the  day  and  date  hereof,  and  to  continue  and  be  obscrvit  and 
keepit  as  ane  perpetual  law  in  tyme  coming;  and  whasocver  con- 
tntvdns  the  sameii,  sail  be  repute  and  baldoi  ane  troubler  of  the 
quiet  estate  of  the  Common-weal,  incune  the  note  of  infamy,  and 
forfault  and  tyne  their  free<K)nie  for  ever;  and  otherwise  to  be 
persewit  and  punishit  as  seditions  persons,  conform  to  (he  laws  of 
tlic  realm,  with  all  rigor  luxi  extremity:  And  orduins  tiiir  pre- 
sents to  be  7ati6et  and  approvet  in  his  Highness  next  ParKanent; 
and,  in  the  mean  tyme,  t}ie  same  to  be  actit  and  registrut  in  the 
Buiks  of  Connsel  and  Session,  and  to  liave  tlie  strt-n-th  of  acts 
and  deorei'ts  of  the  Lords  thereof,  and  that  their  authority  W 
interponit  thereto,  and  letters  and  executorials  to  pass  thereupon, 
in  form  as  efieirs.  And  fat  aeting  and  registrating  of  the  samen, 
makes  and  constitutes,  Mrs  John  Sharps  John  Prestoun,  Thomiks 
Craig,  and  John  Skeene,  our  procurators,  conjunctly  and  severally 
tin  uberiore  forma^  promiUen.  de  rata  In  witness  whereof,  the 
aaida  Judges  and  Oversman,  togidder  with  the  saids  Commission- 
en^  in  token  of  their  oonsents  and  acceptation  of  the  premisses, 
has  subscrivit  thir  presents  with  their  htuufa^  as  follows,  day,  year 
and  place  foresaid. 

JAMES  R. 
Iiohert  Fairlie  of  Braid. 
Archibald  A'aper  of  Ediubellie,  Knight. 
James  Johnstonn  of  Klphingatoun. 
John  Cockbum. 
David  I.indsey. 
Itohert  Pont. 

Alexander  Clerk,  Provost. 
Hr  Michael  Chisholme,  Baillie. 

Andrew  Sclater,  Bail  he. 

Jnlin  Adanisone,  Baillie. 

Mr  John  Prestoun,  Dean  of  Gild* 

Mungo  iiussel,  Thcsaurer. 

Robert  Ker,  younger* 

Henry  Charters. 

John  Morison. 

John  Ilarwood. 

John  lioln-^rt^on. 

William  Nisbet. 

Alwander  Naper. 

Janraa  Fergussone. 

William  Mauld. 
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John  Johnstoun. 

Edward  Oalhraith. 
Gilbert  Primrose. 
Joliu  Wat. 

James  Ker^  (witb  my  hand.) 
WiUlam  Pringle. 

Edward  Hairt. 
John  Bairn!»father,  Tulyour. 
Thomaa  Dickson. 
Andrew  Wllliunaone. 
Thomas  Wright. 
William  BickertoiL 
William  Somer. 
Adam  Ne%vtoun, 
WiUiam  Weir. 
WiUiam  Oowts. 

with  our  hands  at  the  pen  led  be  the  notars  imderwrittan,  at  our 

command,  hooaiise  we  cannot  write  ourselves. 

Ita  est,  Mr  Alexander  Ontlirif',  notariM  publicus,  ar  t^sfif  in 
premiuU,  da  mandatis  dictaruni  perfmarum  scribere  negcxentium, 
tU  (useruenmt:  Testantibus  his  meii  tigno  ae  tubsoriptione  mttnua- 
Wmt,  Aeta  U.    M^ji  25. 1583. 

Ita  ett,  Mr  David  Gttthrie,  conotariut  m  prmmimt  d§  mmdaUt 
dict'intm  pertotiarum  scribere  nescieiifinm  :  Teste  manu  propria. 

Extractum  de  libro  Acfiyrttm.  prr  me  Alexaudrum  Hay,  d«  ^^ister 
Kennet,  Clericum  Rotaiorum  RegutH  ac  Concilii,  S.  D.  N.  Regis, 
pA  mm  mgmo  €t  nibteriftwiie  mamnliibui* 

Albxamdbe  Hat. 

HI. 

THE  GOLDEN  CHARTER. 

The  Golden  Charter  referred  to  at  page  38,  so  full  of  im- 
portant privileges  to  tlie  city,  was  granted  by  James  VI. 
la  1603.  The  original  was  in  Latin^  the  followiiig  is  the 
translation  as  given  by  Maitiuud: 

James,  by  the  graoe  of  God«  King  of  Oreat  Britain,  France, 
and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  to  all  our  faithful  subjects,  botli 

clorcrv  ?^iid  laity,  greeting:  Know  yo,  that  we,  after  onr  ju^t  and 
pcrtect  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  all  our  revocations  both 
general  and  particular,  calling  to  mind  the  antiquity  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  how  the  same  was  antiently  faiaed  to  the  dignity  of  « 
royal  borough,  by  our  illustrious  progenitors  of  happy  memory, 
and  by  the  care,  infln^try,  and  indefatiirablo  labour"  of  its  Mer- 
elianta,  in  navigation  and  foreign  oomnn  ioe.  tlie  rt  venues  of  our 
crown  are  increased,  the  country  eurichedi  and  the  people  greatly 
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improved  in  «mr(aty  and  good  ;  and  the  said  boraogb, 

in  the  common  charges,  taxes,  and  imposts  of  the  nation,  bear  a 
great  share  of  tho*'o  laid  on  the  boroughs;  and  an  it  has  be<?n  f(»r 
many  ages,  and  now  b  Ute  ciitef  town  of  Uie  Kingdom,  and  is  the 
fittest  and  most  commodious  for  holding  public  convention^  to 
vliwli  cur  nobility  and  oounsellon  reeoit;  and  wherein  is  held  tbe 
pcitMipal  eoiiris  of  the  nation,  namely,  the  high  court  of  parlii^ 
ment,  our  college  of  justice,  which  has  jurisdiction  in  nil  civil 
causes;  and  the  court  of  justiciary,  which  decide*^  in  matters 
crimiuai.  We  likewise  caUiiig  to  mind  the  many  great  and  signal 
asnrioee  done  to  os  and  oar  iUuitriotia  pfedeoeeMfs  1^  the  inluibi- 
tants  of  tlie  fliid  town  both  in  peaee  and  war,  not  only  in  defenee 
of  the  kingdom  agamst  foreign  enemies,  but  with  their  bodies  and 
fortune?^,  rlefended  onr  f>pr«^on  and  roval  antlioritv,  against  the 
wicked  attempts  of  rebellious  subjects,  wiio,  m  the  limes  of  civil 
seditious,  insurrections,  and  intestiue  wars,  usurped  on  the  crown, 
as  well  daring  the  niniwtty  of  piinoes»  as  ud  their  nugority,  at  the 
espeiise  of  thetr  blood  wad  loas  of  their  lives.  And  their  town 
being  often  spoiled  and  burned  on  those  occasions,  suffered  more 
loss  and  damage  than  all  the  other  boroughs  of  the  kingdom 
eoidd  have  done. 

We  likewise  oonsidering,  that  to  their  perpetnal  honour  and 
praise,  part  of  their  good  senrioes  are  reeommeaded  to  posterity 
in  divers  of  their  MifimUments;  and  since  oureofonation,  we  have 
had.  and  daily  have  no  small  proofs  of  their  gooilwill,  love,  and 
aliection;  and  tmdcr^tandini?,  that  the  said  town  of  late  has 
eret^nl  many  great  and  useful  works,  namely,  the  enlarging  and 
Wfairing  the  haiboar  and  pier  of  Leith,  erecting  a  market-place, 
boildiiig  a  onmmodioua  enekieare  secured  with  a  wooden  fenee^ 
for  the  reception,  conservation,  and  sale  of  the  several  sorts  of 
timber  that  shaU  arrive  at  the  said  port  of  Leith,  repairing  their 
causeways,  erecting  more  churches,  and  planting  them  with  a 
snffieisfif  nomber  of  ministers,  and  providing  hoosss  for  their  reii- 
denoes;  founding  and  ereoting  a  college  fiv  the  study  of  lettei8» 
and  hospitals  for  the  reception  of  the  poor,  with  other  notable 
workn,  to  the  glory  of  God,  increase  of  religion  and  piety,  and 
vreltare  of  the  nation;  wliereby,  and  the  advancement  of  large 
sums  of  money  to  us  in  our  greatest  aiiairs;  and  for  carrying  on 
the  said  works,  the  town's  revenoes  have  not  only  been  eipeiMed* 
bat  divers  of  the  citiasns  have  advaneed  oonsiderable  sums  of  their 
own  toward  their  completion. 

"Son.  hcin^  noway  inferior  to  our  progenitors  in  munifi- 
cence, gratitude,  and  liberality  to  their  subjects,  who,  by  their 
fidelity,  virtue  and  courage,  did  deserve  the  same;  we  therefore, 
and  in  consideration  of  the  good  services  and  affection  of  the  in- 
habitants  of  Edinburgh  toward  us,  have  resolved  to  leave  in  per- 
petual remembrance  thereof,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  religion, 
virtoe  and  policy  witUin  the  said  town,  by  not  only  ratifying 
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and  confirming  their  ancient  rights,  Itnds,  libertieSy  and  immu- 

iiifTfs.  }yut  to  oiilurt!:*'  and  ciulow  the  same  witli  Tnorf^  pTivil^gfes 
and  lands,  than  any  other  city  or  town  within  our  kingdom. 

Wherefore,  and  for  divers  other  good  causes  and  considerations 
us  thereunto  moving,  now  being  past  our  perfect  age,  and  all  our 
revocations  aforesaid ;  we  of  our  certain  knowledge  and  mere  mo- 
tion, with  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords  of  our  Privy  Council, 
and  by  the  special  ?idv  ico  and  assent  of  Sir  George  Home  of  Spott, 
knight,  our  Trea:surer,  Sir  David  Murray  of  Gospmiy,  knight,  our 
Comptroller,  and  Mr.  John  Prestoun  of  ientounbariis,  our  Col- 
lector General  and  Treasurer  of  the  new  augmentations  of  the 
church  lands  of  this  kingdom,  belonging  to  our  crown;  order  and 
ordain  a  charter  to  be  made  under  our  great  senl.  rnT:tyin!T  and 
approving,  and  for  us  anil  our  successors  perpetually  contirming 
all  the  charters,  enfeoftments,  precepts,  and  instruments  of  sadn^ 
oonflrmations,  acts,  aentenoos,  deerees,  rights,  titles,  aecorities» 
letters,  writs,  evidences,  donations,  gifts,  libwties,  oommodities, 
immunities,  and  priWb^C!^  therein  contained,  made,  granted,  or  con- 
finned  by  UQ,  and  our  illustrious  predecessors,  kinL^^  nnd  queens 
of  this  our  kinfjtloni,  povernors  and  rodents  for  the  time  being,  to 
our  afurebaid  town  of  Edinburgh,  I'ruvost,  Aldermen,  Bailiffs, 
Dean  of  Guild,  Treasurer,  Council,  Burgesses,  and  oommnnity, 
and  their  successors;  and  to  the  several  churches,  ministers,  ool- 
leges,  and  hosjiitals  of  the  said  town,  of  whatsoever  form  or  forms, 
content  or  contents,  date  or  datcH  the  same  be  of;  and  the  ])arti- 
cularity  not  to  prejudge  the  generality,  nor  the  generality  the 
particular  charters,  enfeoftments,  confirmations,  writs,  and  evidents, 
hereafter  specified,  donations,  gifts,  liberties,  commodities,  immii-> 
nities,  and  privileges  therein  contained. 

That  U  to  say,  the  charter  of  fee-farra,  granted  hv  King  Robert 
Bruce,  of  the  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  port  an<l  mills  of  Leith, 
with  their  appurtenances,  to  the  Burgesses  of  the  said  burgh,  as 
by  the  said  charter  under  his  great  seal,  dated  at  Cardross  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  May  (anno  1329)  and  of  his  reign  the 
twenty-fourth  year,  more  fully  docs  appear. 

The  charter  made  by  King  James  II.  dated  at  Stirling  in  the 
year  of  God  iiol,  and  of  bis  reign  the  fifteentli  year,  granting  to 
the  Burgesses  and  commutiity  of  the  said  town  of  Edinburgh, 
their  heirs  and  suocessors,  Burgesses  of  the  same,  and  others  bay- 
ing of  them,  whether  freemen  or  unfreemen,  an  acquittal  of  all 
duties  or  customs  on  salt,  and  on  '-kitts  called  shorlings,  skaldin^ 
futfells,  and  lantron  ware,  Iamb-pkin.'>,  calf  skins,  coney-skins,  fox- 
skins,  otter-2»kins,  and  fulmert-bkins ;  always  excepting  the  petty 
eustoms  payable  to  the  said  Burgesses  and  community,  by  all  un- 
freemen and  strangers  for  the  same. 

The  charter  made  by  the  said  late  Kinp  James  II.  dated  st 
Edinburgh  the  fourth  day  of  No^^'mUer,  14o4,  and  of  his  rcipn 
the  eighteenth  year,  to  the  aforesaid  Burg^ses  of  our  said  town  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


ANNAL& 


61 


Edinburgh,  ind  tiieir  successofB*  gmntin^  tlicm  a  right  SDnuallyt 

to  hold  within  our  said  burgh  a  court  of  parliament,  or  convention 
of  the  four  prinripal  borott^rhs  of  the  kingdoni,  luuneljry  £dmbargb, 
btirting,  Linlitiigow  aud  Lanark. 

The  charter  made  by  the  iutid  King  James,  dated  at  Edinburgh 
the  Iburth  day  of  Kovember,  in  the  year  of  God  and  reign  afore- 
said, to  the  uoreaaid  Burgesses  of  our  said  town  of  Edinburgh, 
and  their  suceossorf.  tl'.p  h.ivcnsilver,  customs  and  duty  of  ship?!, 
vi'^els  mid  merchandise  coining  to  the  road  aud  harbour  of  Leith, 
ai  |>arLioularly  set  fortli  in  the  said  charter. 

The  charter  given  and  granted  by  the  ssid  late  King  James  II. 
dated  the  thirteenth  day  of  August,  anno  145G,  and  of  his  reign 
the  twentieth  year,  to  the  Provost,  Bailiffs,  Council,  and  oommu< 
nity  of  our  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  and  tlioir  sncce*iSorsi,  all  the 
valv  and  low  ground,  lying  between  the  rocks,  called  the  Craig- 
endgate  on  tlie  ^t,  and  Uie  King's  Highway,  or  common  road 
leading  to  Leith  on  the  west* 

The  charter  made  and  granted  by  the  aforesaid  King  James, 
ditod  at  Stirlintr.  the  thirtiotli  day  of  April  (in  the  year  1450) 
and  of  it;*^  ri«ign  the  thirteenth  year,  triving  license  to  the  Provost 
aud  commuuity  of  the  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  to  fortity  the  same 
with  a  wall,  ditd),  towers,  and  turrets;  and  otherways  to  strengthen 
their  said  town  as  they  diould  judge  necessary. 

The  charter  given  and  granted  by  the  late  King  James  IV. 
dated  at  EdinlMir<^di  the  .^ixth  of  October,  aniu»  1508,  and  of  his 
reign  the  twenty-lirst  year,  to  the  Provost,  iiuiliffs.  Council,  and 
community  of  the  said  town,  and  their  successoi^,  full  power  and 
license  to  set  or  let  in  fee-farm  their  common  lands,  called  the 
Borough  Moor;  and  the  common  marsh,  denominated  the  Common 
Myre.  mtifying  and  connrining  the  enfeofiment  of  fee-tarm  to  be 
granted  by  them  thereupon. 

The  charter  given  and  granted  by  the  said  late  King  James  IV. 
dated  at  Stirling  the  ninth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  1510,  and 
of  his  reign  the  twenty-third  year,  to  the  said  Provost,  Bailiffs, 
Council,  Burgesses,  and  community  of  the  said  town  of  Edinburgh, 
and  their  successors,  the  new  port,  denominated  New  Haven,  lately 
made  by  the  said  King,  on  the  sea-coast,  with  the  lands  thereunto 
belonging ;  lying  between  the  chapel  of  St.  Nicholas,  and  the 
lands  of  Weirdy>brae,  with  all  other  clauses,  Acuities,  and  psivi- 
leges,  mentioned  in  the  said  charter. 

The  two  charters  made  nnd  granted  by  the  late  King  James 
III.  to  the  Provo-^t,  Bailitt-*,  Council.  Burge:i2»es,  and  community 
of  the  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  aud  their  successors  for  ever,  both 
dated  at  Edinburgh,  the  sixteenth  day  of  November,  anno  1483, 
and  of  his  reign  the  twenty-third  year:  One  of  said  cliarters 
contains  the  ofHce  of  sheriffalty  witliiii  the  aforesaid  town  (  f  Ed- 
inburgh, with  other  rights  and  privileges;  I'he  other  i  t  tiie  said 
itharters  cootams  a  detail  of  the  customs,  protiu^i  exactions,  com- 
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modilies  and  revenues  of  the  port  and  road  of  Leitb,  and  of  the 
aforesaid  town  of  Edinburgh,  particularly  set  down  in  the  sakl 
oharter,  with  all  the  rights  and  privileges  therein  specified. 

The  eharter  made  and  granted  by  (he  late  Bobert  hoguk  oC 
Lestalrig,  kniu'ht,  to  the  BurgeiMS  and  oommuiiitj  of  the  said 
town  of  Edinburgh,  of  all  tiie  ways,  patlt?.  aTul  passages  within  his 
lands  of  Lestalriir,  ^vith  a  power  of  ladini^  and  unladinp  sliips  and 
vessels  witliin  tiie  bauie,  and  on  thu  river  uf  Leith,  with  a  liberty 
to  break  up  his  ground  for  the  aerviee  of  navigation;  a  right  to 
aell  breed  and  wine,  keep  merchants'  shops,  store  up  eom  in  gran- 
aries, and  to  do  other  things  contrary  to  the  liberty  and  custom 
of  the  said  burgh,  with  a  penalty  therein  in  case  of  a  contraven- 
tion; and  all  other  clauses  and  circumstances  therein  nienuuued: 
Dated  at  Edinburgh  the  thirty-first  day  of  May,  anno  1398. 

The  charter  of  confirmation  given  and  granted  to  the  Provost, 
Bailifis,  Council,  and  community  of  the  uki  town  of  Edinbur^ 
by  tlie  late  Kinpf  James  IV.  of  pious  memory,  ratifyinpr  anti  con- 
tiruiing  tlie  three  cliarters  next  altove  mentioned,  namely  the 
aforesaid  charter  by  the  luirtl  of  Lci>tulrig ;  the  aforesaid  charter 
of  the  office  of  shenffiklty ;  and  the  said  dbarter  of  customer  more 
largely  contained  iu  the  said  cluurtor  of  eonfirmatioOt  dated  •! 
Stirling,  tlie  ninth  day  of  March,  anno  IdiO,  and  of  hb  rsign  the 
twenty-third  year. 

The  cltarter  made  and  granted  by  the  late  King  James  II.  to 
the  aforesaid  Provost,  Bailills,  Council,  and  community  of  the 
said  town,  and  their  successors,  of  the  Trinity  Fair,  to  be  held 
andenjoye<I  by  them  as  freely  as  their  fair,  called  All-liallows  Fair, 
was  poiJ-^essed  l»y  them  at  any  time  heretofore:  Dated  at  Edin- 
burgh the  twenty-fourth  day  of  November,  iu  the  year  L447,  and 
of  his  reign  the  eleventh  year. 

The  letters  of  gift  made  and  granted  by  the  late  King  James 
lY.  our  great  grandfather  of  good  memory,  under  his  privy  seal, 
dated  at  Edinburgh  the  second  of  November,  anno  1507,  and  of 
his  reign  the  twentieth  year,  to  the  Provost,  Bailiffs,  Council  and 
community  of  the  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  of  the  Trinity  and  All- 
hallow  fairs,  with  the  duties  and  customs  thereunto  belonging, 
with  the  times  of  their  commencement  and  duration. 

The  decreet  of  the  lords  of  session  in  favour  of  the  Provost, 
Pre>ident,  BailiHs,  and  ruuneil  of  the  said  town  of  Edinburgh, 
against  the  lato  brrt  Kartam-  ui'  Leith,  imd  t  omptroller  to  our 
late  dearest  granUiutiier,  Knig  Junies  V.  of  pious  memory,  order- 
ing the  said  Robert,  and  all  others  dwelling  without  our  siud 
town,  to  desi.st  and  cease  from  using  and  usurping  divers  rights 
and  privileges  of  our  aforesaid  town  of  Edinburgh,  and  liberties 
thereof,  ris  tMore  fully  set  forth  in  the  said  decreet,  given  at  £din* 
burgli,  tl»e  htxtecnth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  1518. 

The  decreet  of  the  lords  of  session  following  thereupon  in  fa- 
vour of  the  said  town,  agMost  the  inhahitento  of  Leith,  dated  at 
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The  confirmation  given  and  crranted  by  our  dcrirost  mother, 
Mary  Queen  of  Scotland,  dated  at  Edinburgli  flu  *  iL'lith  ilny  of 
October,  aimu  15^0,  aad  of  her  reign  the  eightii  year,  raiiiyiug 
ami  approving  the  act  and  deeteet  ut  the  lords  of  eotindl  and 
session,  therein  inserted:  Given  at  Edinburgh  the  sev^teenth 
day  of  F.  hrunry,  in  the  year  1540,  against  the  inhabitants  of 
North  Lritli,  adjudging  tiie  Provost  and  Bailifls  of  our  said  town 
of  fxliuburgh  to  be  prop^  judges  for  the  said  inhabitants  in  the 
petty  cnsloiiis  of  Linth,  belonging  to  our  aforeittid  town  of  Edin- 
burgh. 

The  confirmation  given  and  granted  by  our  dearest  mother,  of 
the  aforesaid  date,  ratifying  and  approving  the  decreet  of  the 
lords  of  se^i&iou,  in  favour  of  our  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  against 
Thomas  Bichardson,  inhabitant  of  Leith,  finding  the  arrest  made 
on  his  ship  and  goods  by  the  said  Provost  and  Bafliffis  tot  the 
petty  cQstomsy  not  to  be  taken  off. 

The  confirmation  made  and  given  by  ws  at  Edinburgh,  the 
tifir.  [»th  of  February ,  anno  1576,  and  of  our  reign  the  tenth  year, 
ratifyiag  and  approMug  the  decreet  of  abttolvitor  contained  therein, 
dated  at  Holyraod-hoine  the  twenty-seeood  day  of  Deeember,  and 
year  aforesaid,  hi  fiivour  of  the  i^aid  Provost,  BaiUfis,  Coundl  and 
community  of  oiir  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  and  their  successors 
against  the  Bailitls,  Council,  and  inhabitants  of  the  CaTiongate, 
eoncemiog  the  bringing  their  malt  to  the  market  of  our  said  town 
of  Edinbui^h,  before  they  presume  to  seU  or  ddiver  it  to  any  of 
the  citizens. 

The  decree  given  by  us,  and  the  lords  of  our  privy  council,  in 
favour  of  the  Provost,  Bailiffs,  and  Counsellors  of  the^aid  town  of 
Edinburgh  against  the  constable,  his  deputies,  and  ministers,  or- 
dering them  in  all  times  <»ming,  to  forbeiur  taking  constables'  fees 
for  any  manner  of  goods  brought  to  the  market  for  sals^  during 
the  oonvoition  of  parliament,  general  councils,  or  sitting  of  the 
court  of  session,  till  his  authority  be  produced  in  pnrliament  or 
general  council,  and  jndi^ient  given  thereon,  as  mentioned  in  tlic 
said  decree,  dated  at  liolyroodhouse,  the  twenty-eighth  day  of 
October,  anno  1581. 

The  charter  given  and  granted  by  our  late  dearest  father  and 
TTKithor  to  the  said  ProN  ost,  Bailifl^  Council,  Deacons,  and  com- 
iiiuiuty  of  the  said  town,  and  tlicir  successors  of  the  superiority  of 
the  town  of  Leith,  and  others  tuily  specihed  in  the  said  charter, 
dated  at  Edinburgh  the  fourth  day  of  October,  anno  1665,  aod  of 
tiieir  reigus  the  first  and  twenty-third. 

The  letter  of  gift  under  our  privy  seal,  given  and  granted  by  us 
to  the  said  Provost,  Baililis,  Council,  and  community  of  the  said 
town  of  Edinburgh,  their  Treasurer  and  Collectors,  to  receive  in 
their  names»  noeMn  tax  therein  speoilled*  during  the  term  tbereiu 


Digitized  by  Google 


64 


HISTORY  OF  EDINBURGH, 


mentionedt  toward  supporting,  erecting  and  repairing  the  bill* 
wark,  ]>ier,  and  port  of  Lcith;  toirctluT  ^vith  all  ctlior  letters, 
gifts,  and  licenris  grantt'd  hy  us  and  our  predecessors,  for  receiv- 
ing the  said  tax,  or  any  otlier  in  time  bypast,  given  for  that  pur- 
pose; dated  the  twenty-fotirth  day  of  March,  anno  1596,  and  of 
our  retg^  the  thirty-second  year. 

The  charter  in.ide  and  granted  by  our  late  dear  mother,  to  the 
said  Provost,  liaililfs,  Council,  and  coninnmity  of  the  said  town  of 
Kdiuhurgli,  and  tlieir  successors,  of  all  and  severiU  the  lands,  ten- 
ements, houses,  buildings,  churches,  chapels,  gardens,  orchards, 
crofts,  annuities,  tithes,  fruits,  duties,  profits,  emoluments,  farms, 
alms,  dail«4ilver,  obits,  and  anniversaries  that  appertained  to 
whatevtT  chapelries,  altarages,  or  prclx  nils,  in  \\hatsn(  \  er  churches* 
chapels  or  C(»ll('o:<"*,  founded  within  the  liberty  of  our  said  burgh, 
by  whatever  patron  the  said  chapelries  or  prel>endaries  have  been 
possessed,  or  whi^rever  they  lie  within  our  kingdom,  either  wi&in 
or  without  our  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  with  aU  the  lands  whidi 
belonged  to  the  Black  and  Oray  friars  within  our  said  town,  with 
divers  others  as  more  fully  set  forth  in  the  said  charter,  dated  t!ic 
thirteenth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  1566,  and  of  her  reign  tlie 
twenty-fifth  year. 

The  decree  given  and  pronounced  by  the  lords  of  ooundl  and 
session,  u]»on  the  ninth  day  of  March,  anno  1563,  ordaining  and 
declaring',  That  the  churches  of  Dunberny,  Potty,  and  Moncreif, 
do,  and  itt  all  times  coming,  shall  belong  to  the  afore&aid  Provosts, 
Bailifis,  Council,  and  community  of  the  said  town  of  Edinburgh, 
aocording  to  the  tenor  of  the  foresaid  enfeoffment  granted  to  them 
by  our  said  dear  mother^  of  all  the  benefices,  prebendaries,  and 
other  foundations  within  the  liberty  of  the  said  burgh,  conform  to 
the  union  and  annexation  of  the  tithe  sheaves,  and  onK^lnmi  itts  of 
the  rectory  of  tlie  aforesaid  church  of  Dunberny,  whereof  the  said 
churches  of  Potty  and  Moncreif  are  appendages,  and  were  anciently 
annexed  to  the  eoUegiate  church  of  St.  Giles,  situate  within  our 
aaid  town  of  Edinburgh,  as  Is  more  fully  contained  in  the  said 
decreet. 

The  charter  of  contirmation  given  and  granted  by  us,  con- 
tirming  the  charter  aforesaid,  dated  the  fourteenth  day  of  April, 
anno  1582,  and  of  our  reign  the  fifteenth  year. 

The  charter  given  and  granted  by  us  to  the  said  Provost, 
BailifTs,  and  Council,  of  our  said  burgh,  and  their  successors,  of 
all  the  benefit  arisinc:  from  the  provostry  of  the  collegiate  church 
of  t)i"  Trinity,  near  the  aforesaid  town  of  Edinburgli,  together 
wiih  all  the  lands,  churches,  titlics,  and  other  things  thereunto 
belonging,  with  the  parish  churches  of  Bowtry  and  LympetUw, 
with  the  tithes  and  revenues  thereof,  aneiently  appertaining  to  the 
said  proN  ostry;  dated  the  twenty-third  of  June^in  the  year  158^, 
and  of  our  reign  the  eighteenth  year. 

The  charter  of  ooufinnation  granted  by  us^  oontiraiing  the 
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aforasnd  charter  with  a  new  gift  of  the  said  provostry,  and  of  ali 
the  sevr^Pil  f»?:nrf  li('.s,  tithes,  fniit^s  and  rovonuos  thereunto  belong- 
ing: top'ther  with  all  tlie  fruits  and  rents  appertaining  to  the 
several  prebends,  and  chapelries  of  the  said  college,  or  to  the  pre- 
bendaries thereof  in  oommon,  or  to  any  other  in  property.  Dated 
the  twi  iity-sixth  day  of  May,  anno  1587f  and  of  our  reign  the 
twentictli  ye-ir 

Tho  cliurter  inadis  and  granted  by  us  to  the  said  Provost, 
liaiiiilk,  Couucil,  and  community  of  tiie  said  town  of  Edinburgh, 
and  their  sneoeisors,  of  the  Trinity  college  and  cemeterr  thereof, 
with  the  several  buildings,  houses,  and  gardesUf  with  the  Trinity 
hospital  and  gardens,  with  tlitir  appurtenaneet.  Dated  the  twelfth 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  loG?. 

The  donation  or  gift  made  and  granted  by  us  under  our  great 
seal,  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  April,  anno  1684,  and  of  our  reign 
the  seventeenth  year,  annexing  the  parsonage  and  vicarage  of 
Curry  with  the  tithes,  fruits,  rents,  buildings,  glebe  and  church- 
lands  thereunto  belonging,  anciently  called  t)i<>  archdeaconry  of 
Lothian,  to  the  college  founded  witliiii  the  aforesaid  burgh,  by  the 
Provost,  liaililla  and  Council  of  the  same. 

Hie  charter,  gift  and  dt»pontion  given  and  granted  by  ua  under 
our  great  seal,  on  the  2dtli  day  of  May,  in  the  year  1594,  and  of 
our  reign  the  twenty-seventh  year:  whereby  we  gave  to  thv  ^did 
new  coUegro  founded  within  the  .xaid  town  of  Edinburgh,  the  titiies 
of  <X)ni  of  the  lands  of  Westbarns  and  A  rdrisipsies,  croft  of  Craii, 
and  Kingsmoor,  when  they  sluill  happen  to  be  tithed,  with  the 
tithes  of  Drumrack,  Murstonn,  Kippo,  Nakcdficld,  Qarstoun  and 
Ryndwall-5,  with  tlieir  appurtenances,  all  lying  within  the  parish 
of  Crail  in  our  >»heritl'wick  of  Fife,  for  the  maintenance  of  n-?  many 
bursans  studying  pliilosophy,  as  the  same  conveniently  can  sustain 
In  their  proper  chambers,  within  the  said  ooUcige. 

And  likewise  all  and  singular  other  cliarten^  enfeoffments,  gifts, 
benefactions,  rights,  immunities  and  privileges,  acts  of  parliament, 
general  conventions,  privy  council,  sentences  and  decreets  given 
by  us,  and  by  our  illustrious  progenitors,  or  made  and  given  by 
wtiatever  person  or  persons,  in  favour  of  the  Aldermen,  Provost, 
Bsiliflb,  Council,  and  community  of  our  said  town  of  Edinburgh 
for  the  tine;  and  to  their  predeces.sors  and  successors,  conoeming 
the  erection  of  their  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  into  a  free  royal 
burgh,  with  the  rig-hts,  titles  and  privileges  belonirifiET  to  the  same, 
by  virtue  uf  the  law^  and  customs  of  our  kingdom,  aud  ui  ail  the 
hulda,  ways,  streeta,  passages,  moors,  subsidies,  dudes,  lakes,  ten- 
ements, houses,  gardens,  lordships,  possessions,  annualrents,  nulla, 
iiiill-land5.  innhures,  dams,  braes,  haughs,  and  their  appurtenances; 
together  witii  tli>  ifori'said  [>urts  and  roads  of  Leith  and  Newhaven, 
port-money,  ancl>ura|re,  and  cutttonis,  great  and  small,  belonging 
to  the  saki  town,  both  within  and  wi&out  the  said  burgh,  ports 
and  diitriot  afofesaid;  and  of  all  jurisdiotieniy  oourt8»  offices. 
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profits,  duties,  fines,  exaetions,  and  casualti»>s  tliereunto  bel<>n!j- 
ing;  auU  uf  all  fairs  and  markets,  with  tlieir  usual  cu^toiuis  \ni~ 
vileges,  aud  immunities;  and  all  other  liberties  u&cd  and  wont; 
rents,  hnds,  and  jurisdictions,  which  the  said  Aldermen,  Provost, 
BiuUft,  Council  and  community  of  our  said  buigii,  have  by  them- 
or  their  predocessor?*  enjoyed,  ])osvcssed,  or  used  in  any 
time  byj»:ist,  or  which  tliey  at  present  use,  enjoy  and  ]>o^se!*.s. 

And  likewiac  all  and  singular  the  moriitieution:>,  riglits  of  pa- 
tronage, enfeoffments,  donations  and  <Uspo:»ition.<«,  made  and  granted 
by  us  and  our  predecessors,  or  by  what  person  soever,  either 
spiritual  or  secular,  to  the  said  Aldenneii,  Provost,  Bailifls,  Coun- 
cil and  connnunity  of  our  said  burgh,  minister!*,  hospital  and  poor 
thereof,  and  their  predecessors,  of  all  lands,  tenciueiits,  houses, 
buildings,  gardens,  orchards,  churches,  chapels,  chapelries,  patron- 
ages, (SoUeges,  revenues,  fee-farms,  obits,  anniversaries,  dail*silver, 
tithes,  as  well  of  rectories  as  vicarages,  wherever  they  lie,  within 
or  without  the  aforesaid  (own,  eirlier  generally  or  particularly 
mentioned  in  their  said  gifts,  mortitications,  donations  or  disposi- 
tions, or  any  of  them,  after  the  form  or  tenor  thereof ;  together 
with  all  acta  of  parliament,  general  councils,  or  other  acts^  aen> 
tences  or  decrees  eonceming  the  same. 

And  we  will  and  grant,  and  f-r  us  and  our  successors,  by  the 
advice  aforesaid,  perpetually  appoint  and  ordain,  tluit  tlie  aforc^saifi 
generality  shall  not  prejudice  the  sjx  eialiiy,  or  thi-  sjKxiiility  liurt 
the  generality ;  and  this  present  contirmation,  and  approbation  of 
the  premises,  is,  and  sliall,  in  all  times  coming,  be  as  g<x)d,  valid 
and  suflicient  to  the  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  Provost,  Bailifls, 
Counell,  Burgesses  and  community  of  the  same,  and  to  tlu-ir  sne- 
cessors,  eolletres,  ministers,  hospitals  and  poor  thereof,  a?  if  ;dl  tin* 
said  enfcuilments,  gifts,  donations,  mortiticatioiis,  eontii  mations, 
rights,  titles,  securities,  letters,  writ^  evidents,  acts,  decreets  and 
sentences;  and  all  donations,  dispositions,  gifts,  liberties,  commo> 
dities,  immunities  and  privileges,  whether  generally  or  parti<nilarly 
tlicreiii  mentioned,  were  at  full  length  inserted  and  engrossed 
word  for  word,  notwithstanding  the  not  inserting  thereof,  t)y  rea- 
son of  the  multitude,  groat  number  and  prolixity  of  the  same; 
wherefore  we,  fat  us  and  our  successcMv,  have  dispensed,  and  by 
this  our  present  charter  now  and  for  ever  dbpenseth  therewith. 

Moreover,  we,  withotit  hurt,  dero^'ation  or  prejudiec  of  the 
aforesaid  charters,  cnfeoHments,  mortitications,  confirmations, 
rights,  titles,  securities,  letters,  writs  and  evidences;  acts  made  in 
parliament,  conventions,  |nivy  council,  sentences,  acts,  decreets, 
donations,  gifts,  liberties,  commodities,  immunities  and  privileges. 
And,  for  the  better  corroborating  thereof,  aecumMlaiuio  jurajvri' 
bus,  we  of  new,  by  the  advice  aud  consent  aforesaid,  it-r  tin'  (;oo<l 
and  faithful  service  done  to  us  and  our  illustrious  progenitors,  by 
the  said  Provost,  Council  and  comuiuuity  of  the  said  town  of  Ed« 
inburgh,  and  their  predecessors;  and  the  better  to  induce  them 
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to  persevere  in  their  said  aervioe»  give^  gnnt»  and  hereditably 

demise  in  fee-farm;  and  by  this  our  present  charter,  by  the 
ail  vice  aforesaid,  give,  grant,  and  perpetually  confirm  to  our 
ature^id  bi'lovotl  uml  faithful  servants,  the  Provo'st,  Bailitls, 
Council,  Burgetiiieii,  and  community  of  the  suid  town  uf  Edin> 
liurgh,  and  their  saeoessoiSy  for  ever,  all  the  aforesaid  town  of 
Edinburgh,  with  its  walls,  ditches,  gates,  hooses,  ways,  .•^troots, 
passages,  causeways,  lands,  torntori»'3  and  conimunities  tlicreof, 
idIIIs,  niill-lHiids,  multures,  dams,  braes,  heughs,  and  apimrteii- 
auceis  aioresaid,  creating,  erecting,  and  constituting  the  said 
town  into  a  royal  free  burgh,  with  all  and  singitlar  the  Uber^ 
ties,  privileges,  immunities  and  jurisdictions,  which  by  the  laws 
and  customs  of  our  kingdom,  belongc^d,  belongs,  or  justly  may  ap» 
pertain  to  a  burgli-royal;  within  and  about  the  said  town;  and  in 
and  through  all  part<;  of  the  county,  as  far  as  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  shertflT  of  Edinburgh  extends,  or  may  be  extended,  both  in 
length-  and  breadth,  as  well  regality  as  royalty,  and  in  parti> 
cular  from  Edgebttckltng-brae  on  the  east,  to  the  river  Almond 
on  the  west;  to  tho  confines  of  the  aforesaid  sherilVvvi(>k  on  the 
south,  and  to  the  middle  of  the  frith  of  Forth  on  the  north,  witli 
full  power  and  liberty  to  the  said  Provost,  Bailiffs,  Council,  Bur- 
gesses and  community  of  the  said  town,  and  their  successors,  to 
have,  frequent,  use  and  exercise  the  trade  and  traffic  of  mer- 
ehatidi.se.  to  buy  and  sell  all  sf»rts  of  commodities,  both  domestic 
and  foreiirii,  not  only  witliin  onr  at'ore^;^!d  town,  lands,  ttrrirorv, 
jurii^diction  and  liberties  thereof,  but  also  within  tlie  several  lands 
and  districts,  lying  within  our  aforesaid  sheriffwidc,  as  well  re- 
gality as  royidty,  both  in  breadth  and  length  of  the  same;  and  for 
ever  to  have,  enjoy  and  pos!5ess  in  the  afoi  esaid  town  and  liberties, 
or  mercantile  guild,  with  its  court,  council,  members,  iurisdictions, 
liberties  and  privileges  belonging  to  tiiu  same;  and  in  ail  things 
as  freely,  as  is  granted  by  us  and  our  predecessors  to  the  aforesaid 
town,  or  to  any  other  royal  free  burL,di  within  our  kingdom;  and 
as  freely  as  the  said  Provost,  Bailiffs,  Dean  of  Quild,  and  Council, 
or  any  of  them,  or  their  |)rcdeco*<««nrs  had,  have  uncd  or  exercised 
the  hh«rtie3  and  jurisdictions  of  the  said  free  burgh,  merchandise 
and  giuldry,  with  the  several  immunities,  liberties  and  privileges, 
granted  by  the  laws  of  this  Icingdom,  or  1^  treaties  in  the  countries 
of  PVanoe  and  Flanders,  appertaining  to  the  exerdae  of  oommeree, 
with  thf>)r  fiu  rchant  or  guild  court,  which  belonged  to,  and  still 
belon£j;s  to  theui. 

And  also  to  have,  enjoy,  and  exercise  weekly  within  the  said 
burgh,  on  every  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday,  or  any  other 
three  days  of  the  week,  as  the  Provost,  Bailiffs  and  Council  of  the 
said  burgh  shall  airrce  on,  whereof  intimation  sliall  be  _riv<'n  for 
holding  the  publii-  market*'  thoroon,  with  the  two  above  im  iirionetl 
fairs  of  AU-hallows  and  the  Trinity,  to  be  held  and  continue  as 
asoal,  together  with  the  sherifTs  fees,  sheriff's  gloves,  tolls,  eusr 
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tonn,  and  all  other  foot,  privilfj^os,  lihorties,  anil  duties,  which  to 
the  >*aid  fairs  or  iiiarkt'fs,  or  to  any  other  lair  or  market  within 
our  kini^doin,  by  law  or  custom,  is  known  to  beioug,  be  enjoyed 
by  them,  as  fuUy  and  freely  as  their  predecessors  possessed  the 
same;  commanding  and  charging,  that  no  unfreeman,  whether  of 
regality  or  royalty,  presume  to  use  or  exercise  within  the  freedom 
of  the  said  town  and  bounds  of  the  said  sheritrwick,  tlie  trade  or 
traffic  of  uierchandi^>,  either  foreign  or  domestic,  appertaining  to 
a  borough  royal,  or  to  any  immunity,  or  privilege  belonging  to 
our  aforesaid  town  of  Edinburgh,  or  district  €^  our  aforesaid 
sherittVick,  under  the  pain  of  imprisonment  and  escheat  of  their 
goiid«<  and  merchandise,  wherever  the  same  n>ay  be  found. 

Moreover,  we,  with  the  advice  and  cooaent  aforesaid,  and  by 
tbi»  our  present  charter,  give  and  grant  to  tlie  aforesaid  Provost, 
Bailiflb,  and  Council  of  the  said  town  and  their  suooessora,  full 
poner,  commission,  and  authority  to  make  and  publish  acts, 
statutes,  and  orditiane«^^.  for  the  Lrood  government  of  the  said 
town,  and  maintaining  the  liberties  and  privili  ^'cii  thereof,  to  be 
observed  ami  kept  by  the  Burgesses  and  inhabitants  of  the  same, 
and  persons  resorting  thereto,  under  such  pains  and  penalties  as 
they  shall  judge  expedient ;  with  power  to  put  in  execution,  w  ithin 
the  liberties  of  t]if  sai<l  town  and  sheriffwick  aforesaid,  all  and 
singular  the  said  acts  and  ordinances,  all  acts  of  itarliament,  gen- 
eral conventions,  privy  council,  constitutions  of  tlie  buroughs,  and 
all  other  acts,  decreets,  or  sentences  given,  or  to  he  given,  made 
and  published  in  behalf  of  the  said  lilierties:  And  for  the  better 
execution  thereof,  to  sit,  judge,  and  determine  therein;  making, 
creating,  and  constituting  them  and  their  successors,  sht-riffs,  and 
judges  within  the  bounds  aforesaid,  with  power  to  c;dl,  arrest, 
ward,  and  imprison  the  contraveners  of  the  privileges,  acts,  con> 
stitutions,  and  sentence  af(»resaid,  to  seir.e  their  effects,  and  escheat 
the  same,  to  be  disj>osetl  of  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  town,  in 
support  of  the  public  rifTiiirs.  to£r(»ther  with  nil  penalties  and  fines 
tlie  contraveners  shall  incur,  or  be  adjudged  in  for  their  respective 
oAences. 

Moreover,  we  now  long  after  mir  perfect  age,  with  the  advice 

and  consent  aforesaid,  hwe  given  and  granted,  and  in  fee-&rm 
hereditarily  denn^rd;  and  by  tins  our  present  charter  of  new.  sets 
in  lee-farm,  and  hereditarily  h-ts,  and  for  us  and  our  successors 
perpetually  contirms  to  the  said  I'rovost,  liuiiiiis.  Council,  Bur- 
gesses, and  community  of  the  said  town  of  Edinhwgh,  and  to 
their  successors  for  ever,  all  and  singular  the  lands  of  the  said 
town  called  the  Common  Moor,  !ioth  eastern  and  western,  and 
Common  Myre,  both  arable  and  unarahio,  with  all  the  hous<^ 
buildings,  gardens,  tofts,  croi'ts,  and  appurtenances  thereof,  as  they 
are  at  present  possessed  by  the  said  FTovoat,  Bailifl^  Coundl,  and 
communiry,  their  feuars,  numers,  and  tenants;  together  with  the 
Southhike,  called  the  Borough  loob,  with  the  grounds,  lands, 
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myres,  and  marshes  tbereunto  belonging;  and  all  the  other  hke 
of  tliH  ^;ti>l  town,  denominated  the  Nordloch,  with  t1\e  fr^.nTifl';, 
lands,  iiiyrc^,  and  marshes  thereof;  the  banks  and  braes  souili  and 
north,  siluuie  at  the  western  end  of  the  said  town,  before,  and  ou 
both  Mdes  our  Castle  of  Edinburgh.   And  that  part  of  the  said 
town,  c'llled  undor  the  Castle  waJl,  aaoending  northwards  to  the 
top  of  tli»'  bill,  and  crossing  the  ^nme,  descends  northwards  and 
joins  the  said  Nordloch.    Also  the  twelve  common  mill^  of  the 
said  towuy  situate  on  both  sides  the  river  of  Leith,  with  all  the 
Other  mills,  mill-lands,  aqueducts,  and  dams,  housesg  bufldings, 
bridges,  heughs,  braes,  ditches,  ways,  streets,  and  passages  leading 
to  and  from  the  said  mills;  all  multures,  knaveships,  suecyn,  thir- 
lage,  part.*,  pendicles,  appurtenances,  and  sofjuels  thereof,  witli 
their  several  privileges  aud  appurtenances,  with  a  power  to  erect 
more  mills  and  bridges  on  both  sides,  and  over  the  said  river  in 
such  phusea  as  they  shall  judge  most  convenient.   With  the  vale 
and  low  lands,  banks,  braes,  meadows,  mjres,  marches,  and  their 
appurtenances  lying  botwfon  f!ie  aforesaid  rocks,  called  the  Craicr- 
endgatc  on  the  east;  and  liie  common  way  or  passage  lending  to 
tlie  ^d  town  of  Leith  on  tlie  west.    Together  with  the  lands  an- 
ciently called  the  Oreensidoi  with  the  L^r^s  hoepital  and  garden 
situate  therein,  with  the  arable  and  other  lands  thereunto  belong- 
ing,  namely,  banks,  braes,  myres,  marshes,  and  their  appurten- 
ances, at  present  possessed  and  occupied  by  the  lepers  of  the  said 
house,  and  by  the  said  Provost,  Bailiffs,  and  Council,  and  their 
tenants,  lying  on  the  northern  nde  of  the  said  vale  mad  low  grounds 
on  tiie  eastern  aide  of  the  aud  way,  leading  to  Leith. 

And  also,  all  and  singular  the  petty  customs  undermentioned  to 
to  be  paid  by  unfreemen,  on  all  goods  eoniing  In  and  going  out  at 
the  gales  of  the  said  town,  to,  or  from  the  markets  of  the  same, 
aud  the  house  of  the  Moor;  together  with  the  duties  and  cus- 
toms of  weighage  and  metage  of  the  halls  of  the  said  town,  con- 
tained in  the  table  thereof  as  follows;  that  is  to  say,  1.  Of  each 
load  of  merchandise,  viz.  skins,  hides,  cloth,  wool,  flax,  hemp, 
pitch,  tar,  iron,  a^ilie.-*,  and  tlic  like  sorts  of  merchandi?«e,  eight 
petmiei»;  aud  for  every  burdeu  of  the  same,  four  pennies.  2.  Of 
each  horso^load  of  fish,  flesh,  com,  and  provinona  of  all  aorta,  four 
peonies;  and  for  each  burden  of  the  same  two  pennies.  3.  For 
every  ioatl  of  ale,  eiglit  pennies;  and  for  each  burden  of  the  same, 
four  pennies.  4.  Of  every  load  of  materials  for  ploughs,  carts, 
wains,  sleds,  liarrow^,  barrows,  and  earthen  wares,  coming  in  and 
going  out,  four  pennies;  and  of  each  burden  two  pennies.  5.  For 
every  hone,  mare,  or  stag,  eight  pennies.  6.  For  every  oz,  or 
cow,  six  pennies.  7.  For  every  sheep  carcase,  two  pennies;  and 
for  each  Iamb,  one  penny.  8.  For  every  score  of  geese,  tweh  e 
pennies.  U.  For  every  swine,  four  pennies.  10.  For  all  sorts  uf 
merchandise  commg  in  and  going  out  at  the  ports  of  Leith  and 
Kewh»veo*  vhidi  ought  to  be  weighed  in  Edinburgh,  freemen  of 
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other  burglis  breaking  bulk,  to  prty  for  each  stone-weight,  one 
penny;  and  unt'rccmcn,  whtther  they  break  bulk  or  not,  two 
pennies.  1 1.  Fcnr  each  stone-weight  of  wool,  butter,  cheese,  tal- 
low, and  Scottbh  flax,  weighed  or  aoM  in  Edinbui^h,  <tf  every 
freeman  of  thia  city,  one  penny;  and  of  mII  others,  whetlier  free  ur 
unfree  of  a  rovn!  hiirt::h,  two  pcnnie?*.  12.  For  each  loml  of  \ict- 
ual  coming  to  the  hulls,  <>r  iiiarket>$  of  our  said  town,  for  .stainling- 
rooin,  liouse-rciit,  and  support  of  tlic  ^aid  lialLs,  or  markel-place, 
twelve  pennies^  every  market-day ;  together  with  the  escheat  of 
ail  victual  or  com  brouglit  into  the  said  town  for  sale,  in  the  pos- 
session of  regratrrs,  or  forostallors,  or  liouseil,  and  not  brought  to 
market  as  afun>>iM'1.  13.  For  the  nictaire  of  all  sorts  of  cftni,  sold 
or  measured  withiu  ilio  said  town,  ciui»  load,  twelve  pennies. 

And  further,  the  said  Provost,  Bailifis,  Council,  and  community, 
and  their  successors,  shall  for  ever  enjoy,  use,  and  poss(*89  all  other 
customs  of  the  said  burgh,  both  within  and  without  the  gates,  in 
the  streets,  and  market-places  appointed,  or  to  be  n}>)K>inted  by 
them,  or  their  successors  in  time  coming.  And  at  the  market- 
place called  the  House  of  the  Moor,  with  weighage  and  metage  in 
the  said  town,  and  the  rents  of  stands  in  the  Land,  lies],  and 
Cloth-markets,  with  all  other  customs,  sherifl'-fees,  duties,  and  eX' 
actions  in  and  about  the  ?aid  town,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner 
as  the  said  Provost,  BailiHs,  Couneil,  and  community,  their  pre- 
decessors, servauUi,  or  tenants,  formerly  used  to  enjoy  and  receive, 
without  prejudice  of  the  speciality  by  the  generality,  or  hurt  of 
the  generality  by  the  particularity. 

Likewise  all  the  aforesaid  port,  harbour,  and  road  of  Leith,  with 
the  lands  and  apf>urtenauces  tliereof,  with  ail  and  singidar,  the 
piers,  shores,  and  bulwarks,  with  the  several  streets,  ways,  and 
passages,  leading  to  the  said  port,  harbour,  and  rim  of  Ldtb, 
and  adjoining  to  the  houses  and  buildings  on  both  aides  respec- 
tively, with  all  the  privileges,  customs,  and  conveniences  thereunto 
l»4  longing;  and  in  particular,  all  the  privileges,  customs,  harbour, 
dock,  and  shore-silver,  anchorage,  golden  pennies,  exactions,  rents, 
duties,  and  casualties  of  the  said  port,  haven,  raid,  and  towns  of 
Leith  and  Kewhaven,  according  to  the  following  tables  clauses, 
conditions,  and  privileges  therein  contained ;  which  we  command 
and  ordain  to  be  inserted  in  the  present  charter,  to  bo  observed 
and  kept  by  all  our  subjects  and  .stranger.s  using  the  said  ports  of 
Leith  and  Newhaven,  to  be  published  iu  the  smd  town  of  Leith, 
that  none  may  plead  ignorance. 

THE  TAIU.K. 

The  Provosts,  Bailiffs,  Council,  J>u^ge^scs,  and  conjniunity  of 
the  said  burgh,  aud  their  bucce^sors,  be  quit  and  frv^  from  the 
payment  of  custom  for  salt,  shorelings,  shaldinga,  ftitfells,  lantrone 
ware,  lamb-skins,  calf-skins,  coney-skins,  otter-skins,  and  fulmart- 
skins;  and  that  it  shall  be  lawful  to  them  to  sell  the  aforesaid  salt 
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and  skius  to  aliens  and  strangers,  or  others  custom-free,  other 

than  tlio  petty  en"«tom8  of  Leitb,  which  arc  to  he  paid  to  the  re- 
ct»ivers  as  in  times  past  2.  The  harbour  money  of  Ix-Itli  to  l>e 
paid  both  by  free  and  unfreemeu  and  strangers,  imporuiig  ur  ex- 
IM:>rting  merisbaiMUse  to  atid  from  tho  port  of  Leith. 

I.  Of  all  bags,  padn»  and  bamb  of  goods,  every  fneuMn  of 
Ediiiburgli  to  pay  for  each  ton,  four  pennies:  tlso  itiliabitants  of 
boroughs  eight  peuuies;  aud  straogen,  aad  imfroemen,  two 
tthilliiigs. 

3.  For  emy  last  of  hides,  a  Burgess  of  Edinburgh,  ten  pen- 
nies; freemen  of  boroughs*  twenty  penee;  unfreemen  and  stran- 
gers, five  shillings. 

3.  Com,  meal  malt,  and  salt,  growing  and  nuule  'within  this 
our  kingdom,  a  Burgi':^  of  Edinburgh,  for  each  chalder,  tour  |)en- 
ni^;  freemen  of  boroughs,  eight  pennies;  unfireemen  and  strangers, 
two  shillings. 

4.  For  every  ton  of  foro^n  victual  or  corn,  salt,  and  granary 
goo<N;  K'linhiirnrh,  four  pennies;  boroughs»  eight  pennies;  stran- 
gers mid  uiilreefnen,  two  sliilling?*. 

5.  I'or  every  chalder  of  coals  aixd  lime  imported,  Editihurgli 
two  pennies;  boiotighs,  four  pennies;  unfreemen  and  strangers, 
twolvc  pennies;  and  for  every  chalder  of  the  said  goods  exported, 
Edinburgh,  four  pennies;  boroughs,  eight  pennies;  unfreemen  and 
strangers,  two  shillings. 

6.  For  every  hundred  oi  boards,  deals,  single-roof  spars,  and 
bowstings,  Edinburgh,  eight  pennies;  boroughs,  sixteen  peomes; 
unfreemen  and  strangers,  four  shillings. 

7.  For  every  hundred  of  double-roof  spars,  Edinburgh,  sixteen 
pennies;  boroughs,  tliir^-two  pennies;  strangers  and  unfreemen, 
eight  shillings. 

8.  For  every  jobt,  corbale,  and  wainscot,  Edinburgh,  one 
penny;  boroughs,  two  pennies;  sttangen  and  unfreemen,  six 

pennies. 

f».  For  evorv  hundred  of  Dantzic  knappel,  Edinburgh,  four 
pennit  H;  Ix  rt  nuL;h.">,  eii^lit  ponnien;  unfreemen  and  strang(»rs,  two 
shillings.  And  for  Norway  kuappel,  Edinburgh,  two  pennies; 
boroughs,  four  pennies;  unfreemen  and  strangers,  twelve  pennies: 
And  the  larger  knappel  to  pay  double  of  that  of  Dantzio. 

10.  For  eviTv  hntulrcd  wii-ker-spars,  Ediiiburgli,  two  pennies; 
boroughs,  four  pi  iu)i       untreeincn  and  stramrrrs,  twelve  |>onnies. 

II.  For  every  iiundred  of  girth-strings,  and  :ikowes,  Edinburgh, 
one  penny;  boroughs,  two  pennies;  strangers  and  unfreemen,  six 
pennies;  and  each  fathom  oi  firewood,  the  same. 

12.  For  every  dreg-boat  and  small  cock-boat,  four  pennies; 
each  ferry-boat  inwarH,  four  |>onnie'«;  and  outward  four  pennies: 
and  for  keeping  good  order  iu  their  several  statiotu,  twelve  pennies. 

id.  For  every  large  lime-boat,  and  orear  without  n  topmast, 
haven^  and  doek-alver,  liorty  penniea. 
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14.  For  every  bark,  and  crear  with  a  t<^llia8t»  havCDy  and  dock* 
money,  six  shillings  aiul  eight  pennies. 

15.  For  every  ship  or  vessel  above  forty  tons  in  burdeo,  har- 
bour and  dook-«lvcr,  thirteen  ihillings  and  fourpenee. 

Besides,  in  the  harbour  and  on  the  shore  or  quay  of  Leit1i»  the 
followinu:  eu-^t<  >m.<i  and  duties  are  to  be  paid  to  the  said  town  of 
Edinburss'h,  by  the  freemen  of  boroughs,  unfreemen,  and  strangers. 
1.  For  every  barrel  of  tar,  pitch,  ashes,  or  other  barrelled  gocKis 
sold  there,  two  pennies.  2.  Fur  every  load  of  onions,  applet, 
eom»  victual,  butter,  cheese,  or  other  goods  measured  or  sold  in 
Lcith,  to  be  carried  out  of  the  same,  two  pennieSp  3.  For  every 
load  of  white  fish  or  herriiii:^^  bron^rht  to,  or  sent  from  Lcith,  two 
pennies.  4.  For  every  hundred  of  large  hsh,  such  as  cod,  stockfish, 
ling,  salaiuii,  and  others,  unbarrelled,  twelve  pennies.  5.  For  every 
pacic  of  cloth  landed  by  unfreemen  and  strangers,  eight  pennies. 
6.  For  every  load  of  salt  measured  in  Leitii,  two  pennies.  7.  For 
every  hundred  of  boards,  deals,  single-roof  spars,  and  bowsting^, 
sold  in  Leith,  five  shillintiJ* ;  and  double-roof  spars  at  ten  shillings. 
8.  For  every  joist,  cor  bale,  or  wainscot,  two  pennies.  \).  Fur 
every  hundred  of  Icnappel,  two  shillings.  10.  For  every  hundred 
of  wicker  spars,  twelve  pennies.  11 .  For  every  hundred  of  girth- 
strings,  and  skowes,  four  pennies.  12.  For  every  fathom  of  fire- 
wood, two  pennies.  13.  For  every  hundred  weifjl^t  of  osmond, 
brought  into  Leith  by  unfreemen,  eight  pennies.  14.  For  every 
daker  of  hides  landed  at  Leith,  by  unfreemen  and  strangers,  eight 
pennies.  15,  For  every  hundred  of  sheep-sldna,  calf,  goat,  coney, 
or  other  skins  not  paying  custom  in  Edinburgh,  eight  pennies. 
16.  All  the  tume  voiders  of  goo<ls,  vented  or  turned  in  the  road, 
harbour,  or  town  of  Leith,  and  fyllings,  to  be  duties  to  the  town 
of  Edinburgh. 

And  besides,  the  following  customs  belonging  to  the  treasury, 
which  the  town  of  Edinburgh  receive  of  strangers  and  unfireemen 

for  ships  and  merchandise  arriving  at  the  port  of  Leith,  and  en- 
terwi  in  the  town's  lK>oks»  together  with  the  escheat  thcre<if,  of  all 
persons  whatever,  whether  free  or  unfree,  when  seized  fur  non- 
entry,  vis.  1.  For  every  last  of  barrelled  goods,  sucb  as  pitch,  tar, 
meal,  ashes,  and  the  like^  two  shillings.  2.  For  every  tun  of  wine, 
two  shillings.  3.  For  every  butt  of  malmsey,  eighteen  pennies. 
4.  Of  Rhenish  wine,  because  of  the  great  steike<  of  each  Scottish 
|)Ound'8  worth,  four  pennies.  Of  all  sorts  of  canvass,  dry  measur- 
able goods,  and  other  oostly  merchandise  for  every  S<H»ttisb 
pound's  worth,  lour  pennies.  6.  For  every  barrel  of  soap,  oil, 
butter,  flesh,  taDow,  and  salmon,  tw«lv«  pennies.  6.  For  every 
barrel  of  onions,  and  apples,  six  pennies.  7.  For  M\ory  last  of 
tla.\,  twenty  shillings.  8.  For  every  lant  of  lieinp,  ten  shiUings. 
d.  For  every  last  of  iron,  thirteen  sbilliDgs  and  four  pennies. 
10.  For  every  hundred  of  boards,  deals,  aingle-roof  spars,  and 
bowstings,  six  sliillingi  and  e%ht  pemiifle.  II.  For  every  hundred 
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of  double-roof  spars,  thirteen  shillings  and  four  pennies.  12.  For 
every  joiat,  oorbale,  or  vralii''c«>t,  six  pennies.  13.  For  every 
hundred  of  Dantac  knappel,  two  shillings.  14.  For  every  hundred 
of  Norway  knappel,  twelve  pennies,  la.  For  every  hundred  of 
doable-knappel,  four  shiUings.  16.  For  every  hmulied  of  wiokar 
f|MU9,  twelve  peoDies.  17.  For  every  hundred  of  girth-stringa, 
an'l  "^k owes,  six  pennies.  H.  For  even,' fat )iom  of  firewood  six 
l>iMuiie.s.  19.  For  every  Ikii^  of  wood,  two  slnllinjipj.  20.  Of 
every  ship  laden  with  granary  gootls,  two  polls,  one  before  anil 
ihe  other  bel|!nd  the  mast,  to  be  applied  to  tlie  ohareh  work. 
21.  For  the  KDsHumge  of  eadi  ship  above  forty  tons  in  burden, 
thirty  sliilHncp^  and  four  pennie!?.  22.  For  the  aiieliorajre  of  each 
ship  below  forty  tons  in  burden,  ten  shillings*  23.  For  etch 
crear,  six  shillings  and  eight  pennies. 

And  the  aeid  URfVeenen  and  stntngers  shall  pay  to  the  said 
town  for  th^  goods  and  merchandise  exported  from  the  said  port 
of  Leith,  the  several  duties  following,  namely,  1.  For  every  chal- 
der  of  salt,  two  shillings.  2.  For  every  clialder  of  smith's  coals, 
thirty-two  pennies.  3.  For  every  last  of  hides,  ten  shillings, 
i.  For  every  sack  of  wool,  or  skins,  twenty  sliilUngs.  5.  For 
every  pack  of  doth,  six  shillings  and  eight  pennies.  6.  For  every 
pack  of  lamb-skins,  coney-skins,  otter,  fox,  and  fiilnMurts'  skins, 
and  the  !tke,  ten  shillings. 

Moreover,  the  said  Provost,  Bailiffs,  Council  and  community  of 
the  said  burgh,  and  their  successors,  by  themselves,  their  Trea- 
surer, oolleGlors  or  fanners  in  all  time  eoming,  take  and  rcedve 
the  shore-money,  ezaotions,  duties  and  oostoms  hereafter  specified 
(of  which  tin  y  are  in  present  posnef^sion)  of  all  goods  atul  mcr- 
ehandise  ap[H'rtainin!::f  to  freemen,  uni'reeuien  and  strangers;  and 
ol  all  :>hipa,  crears  or  boats  arriving  in  the  port  of  Leith,  to  be 
employed  in  building,  enlarging,  strengthening,  and  upholding  the 
and  port  and  pier  of  Leith.  That  is  to  say,  1.  Of  every  ton  of 
good?  or  merchandise  laden  or  imladen  in  the  port  of  Leith,  t^vo 
shillings;  and  of  the  ship,  bark  or  vessel,  for  eaeli  ton  it  carries, 
twelve  penni^  2.  For  every  hundred  of  timber  arriving  at  the 
said  port,  to  take  one  piece  thereof;  and  at  its  going  forth,  being 
sold,  another  piece.  3.  For  every  chalder  of  victual  brought  in 
or  carried  out  at  the  said  }»ort,  sixteen  pennies;  and  of  the  ship, 
crear  or  boat,  eight  p«Mnnes;  and  the  like  of  all  other  poods  whiob 
are  sold  by  the  chalder,  and  tlie  ship,  bark  or  boat  wherein  tiie 
same  are  laden,  as  afor^atd. 

Moreover,  that  no  manner  of  staple  goods,  whether  of  strangen 
or  freemen  of  other  boroughs,  after  they  are  unladen,  be  housed, 
or  remahi  longer  in  Leith  than  they  may  be  carried  to  the  snid 
town  of  Edinburgh,  under  the  pain  of  esvcheat;  and  that  the  said 
goods  or  merdiandise  be  not  sold  or  disposed  of  in  Leith,  under 
tiie  sane  penalty,  to  be  taken  by  the  said  Provost,  Bailiila  and 
Oooneil,  and  th«ir  suooassofi^  and  applied  to  the  town's  use. 
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And  in  like  mannor,  that  the  sai»l  Provost,  BaiiifT^,  rotinotl  nnr! 
community  of  the  said  Imrirh.  and  tln-ir  snrcfs'sor^,  ciijuy,  u-o  .md 
possess  all  other  customs  and  pi  ivilegt's  wiiliiu  uur  said  burgh, 
town  of  Leitli»  and  river  thereof,  aocordiog  to  law,  with  tbdr 
wat^-eourts,  attach m en t«i,  fines  and  duties,  in  as  ample  and  full  a 
niannnr,  ns  thoy  and  th(Mr  ])retlec<'s*inrs  havo  done;  commanding 
and  cliarLriii.:  Ixitli  nur  subjects  and  strangers,  and  all  whom  it 
may  concern,  to  obey,  answer,  and  make  thankful  payment  to  tJ»e 
said  Provost,  Banii&,  Council  and  eommunity  of  the  said  town  of 
Edinburgh,  and  to  their  successors,  factors,  collectors,  farmers  and 
toll-gatherers  of  all  and  sundry  tiic  afore.«*aid  customs,  namely, 
haven-silver,  dock-silver,  and  sliore-silvor,  golden  penny,  anchor- 
age, cxaetious,  rents,  duties  and  casualties  alx)ve  mentioned,  under 
tlie  several  pains  and  penalties  that  may  thereafter  follow. 

We  have  also,  by  the  advice  aforesaid,  given,  granted  and  dis- 
]>oti('d,  and  by  this  our  present  charter  gives,  gi'ants  and  dis|>ones 
to  the  said  Prnv(»st,  Bailitl's,  Cotiiicil  and  comnnniity  of  the  said 
burgh,  and  their  successors,  all  tlie  ground  and  land,  formerly 
called  the  Common  Closets,  and  of  Lite  denominated  tlte  Burse,  or 
place  where  the  people  or  merchants  used  to  assemble  to  treat  of 
their  affairs,  with  the  enclosure  fenced  with  boards,  latdy  erected 
by  the  said  Provost,  Bailiffs  and  Council,  as  a  conservatory  for 
wood,  and  a  common  market-place,  and  for  such  other  uses  as 
shall  bo  judged  proper,  being  situate  and  lying  at  the  northern 
end  of  the  town  of  Leitb,  adjoining  to  our  messuage  and  garden, 
denominated  the  King's  Work;  together  with  the  waste  ground 
and  «innd<!.  partly  overflowc<l  by  tlio  sen,  lying  on  the  northern 
and  eastern  slides  of  the  said  Bur^f  and  enclosure,  to  be  extended 
and  enlarged  by  them,  witii  fences,  or  otherwise,  at  their  pleasure, 
as  far  within  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  sea,  as  may  be  gained  and 
converted  into  dry  land.  The  which  l)ouiuis  lies  and  extends  be- 
tween the  common  passage,  le.iding  [>ot\\  eastward  and  westward, 
to  and  from  the  said  shore  of  Leith  and  our  messuage  aforesaid, 
called  the  King's  Work  on  the  south,  and  the  said  seas,  as  far  as 
may  be  drained  and  held,  on  the  north;  the  sandy  place  and  lands, 
denominate<l  Little  London,  belonging  to  the  aforesaid  town  of 
Edinburgh,  having  the  lands  and  garden  of  Thomas  Fisher,  the 
late  Thomas  Aikenhead  and  <»thers,  on  the  east,  and  the  said  har- 
bour of  Leith,  the  eastern  bulwark,  river  of  Leith  and  the  sea  on 
the  western  parts. 

Likewise  all  the  grounds  and  lands  of  the  western  bulwark  of 
the  said  harbour,  situate  on  the  western  side  of  the  said  river  and 
harbour  of  Leith;  together  with  the  waste  trroinid,  sen  a?id  sands 
about  said  western  bulwark,  far  as  the  sea  tiows  at  a  spring  tide, 
with  the  several  bounds  and  grounds  on  both  sides  of  the  said 
river  and  haven  of  Leith,  to  be  thereunto  annexed. 

We  also,  with  the  advice  and  consent  aforesaid,  and  by  tlua  our 
present  charter^  aDoex,  unite^  and  incorporate  (he  said  waste  ground. 
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land;*  and  sta  on  both  sides  the  said  rivor  and  linrlxnir  of  Leith, 
witii  the  bridges,  ports,  haven  and  lands  tliercui,  ami  Ian  the  dis- 
trids  Aforesaid,  to  the  said  port  and  harbour  of  Leith,  and  to  the 
aforasud  town  of  Edhtburgb,  to  be  and  remain  as  proper  parts 
and  apj>endac:es  thereof  for  ever,  witli  full  liberty  to  the  ^aid  town 
of  Edinburgh  within  the  s:uiu*;  witli  special  ]>i>wer,  license  and 
hbertj'  to  tiie  said  Provost,  liuditts,  council  and  community  of  the 
laid  burgh,  and  their  sncoessors,  to  enjoy  and  possess  the  above 
menUoncd  waste  irround,  denominated  the  Common  Closets,  and 
since  called  the  linr.se,  with  tin?  other  Inri  l^,  sand.-*,  and  waste 
ground  aforesaid,  within  ntul  witijout  the  llii>:  and  rellux  of  the 
»ea,  on  both  sides  the  river  and  harbour  ot  L<.>ith,  or  miy  part  or 
parts  thereof,  and  to  raise  dylies  and  fences,  to  exclude  the  sea, 
and  th^eon  to  erect  bulwarks,  ramparts,  walls,  and  fortresses,  one 
or  more;  and  on  the  ground  gained  or  to  be  gained  from  tiie  sea, 
within  the  bounds  aforesaid,  to  erect  and  build  houses,  fortalices, 
hails,  maricet-places  and  enclosures,  or  conservatories  for  wood  or 
other  merdiandise,  with  granaries  and  other  buildings  for  the  re- 
ception of  all  sorts  of  timber  and  mercliandise  arriving  at  the 
aforesaid  port  and  baibour  of  Leith»  with  power  to  stop^  forlnd 
and  diseharge. 

We  also,  by  this  our  present  charter,  for  us  and  our  successors, 
strictly  foiind  and  discharge  the  housing  and  keeping  the  said 
fordgn  merehandise  and  timber  within  any  house,  cellars,  doaets, 
lofts  or  yards,  within  any  part  or  place  of  the  Mud  town  of 
Leith,  whether  reg-alitv  or  royalty,  or  wirhin  our  mossuape  afore- 
said, c^ed  the  King's  \\  ork,  or  in  any  otiier  pari  tliereof,  in  all 
times  coming,  other  than  within  the  bounds  aforesaid,  under  the 
pain  of  escheat,  or  the  value  thereof,  to  the  use  of  the  said  town 
of  Edinburgh:  And  for  the  better  enabling  them  to  receive  the 
said  escheat^  or  value  thereof,  we,  by  this  our  present  charter, 
constitute  and  appoint  tlie  said  Provost,  Bailill^  and  their  suc- 
cessors, conjunctly  and  severally,  judges  of  the  same;  and  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  made  aiul  to  be  made,  in  gaining  the  said 
ground,  and  makini?  and  upholding  the  said  works,  and  inerease 
of  the  revenues  of  the  aforesaid  town;  we  hereby  grant  fhi m  ftdl 
power  to  make  and  appoint  certain  rates  or  duties  to  he  taken 
daily,  weekly,  monthly,  or  termly,  for  the  lying  and  keeping  of 
Che  several  sorts  of  merehandise  and  timber  within  the  said  en- 
closure or  houses ;  and  if  occasion  be,  to  arrest,  seize  and  distrain 
for  non-payment  of  the  fn'ul  rates;  and  to  set  or  let  the  said 
bounils,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  any  person  or  persons,  and  to  build 
houses,  granaries,  cellars,  offices,  and  other  conveniences  thereon, 
as  shall  be  judged  necessary  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  town;  and 
to  have,  enjoy  and  exercise  all  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  a 
royal  frtn*  l)iirgh,  w  itliin  tlie  wveral  distriets  aforesaid,  as  freely  as 
they  have,  or  may  iiave  witliin  the  said  port  of  Leith  or  town  uf 
Edinburgh,  or  in  any  part  or  appurtenance  thereof  annexed  or 
incorporated  therewith  in  manner  aforesaid. 
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And  also  to  enlarge  and  extend  the  said  port,  pier,  shore  and 
Imxt'Ti  of  Lcith  toward**  tlip  son,  with  the  bulwarks  on  botli  gidt*s 
the  river,  and  to  build,  strensrthen  and  fortify  tlip  same  in  a 
substantial  luauner,  both  fur  duration  and  the  safely  uf  ships, 
creers,  boats  and  other  veasob  with  their  ffoods  and  merelumdiae 
arriving  in  the  said  port  both  in  peace  and  war. 

And  likewise  t)i(«  two  pieces  of  land  adjoining,  with  the  houses 
tliereon  apperUiining  to,  and  possessed  V>y  the  said  Provost, 
Bailifls  and  CouncU,  one  of  which  belonged  to  the  late  Cock- 
Imme,  contains  in  breadth  from  east  to  west  iUly-one  el1a»  and  in 
length  from  south  to  north  sixty-three  ells,  with  the  mount  called 
the  Fort,  and  houses  thereon  denominated  Little  London,  lying  on 
thf  rastern  side  of  Leith,  in  the  barony  of  Lestalrig  and  sheriti- 
wick  oi  Edinburgh,  between  the  higiiwuy  leading  from  tlie  Canon- 
gate  to  the  town  and  pier  of  Leith  on  the  west;  the  Ooney  War- 
ren, commonly  culled  the  Links,  on  the  eastern  and  northern 
parts;  and  the  lands  of  the  late  John  Crcich  on  the  south,  and 
the  other  part  or  piece  of  the  said  land^*.  lying  on  the  southern 
»ide  of  the  said  Cockburne  s  lands,  contains  in  breadth  and 
length  as  aforesaid,  and  sometime  belonging  to  the  said  late  John 
Creich,  lying  on  the  eastern  side  of  Leith,  in  the  barony  aforesaid, 
between  the  lands  of  the  said  Cockburne  on  the  north,  the 
sniil  Coney  Warren,  eommonly  called  the  Links,  on  the  east  and 
2»outk,  and  the  aforesaid  highway  on  the  western  part. 

And  likewise  all  that  space  or  spot  of  ground,  granted  to  the 
aforesaid  town  of  Edinburgh  by  the  hite  Robert  Logane  of  Les- 
talrig, in  the  month  of  February,  anno  1413,  lying  in  the  said 
town  of  Leith,  between  tlie  lands  lati  ly  in  possession  of  John 
Pittendreieh,  on  the  one  |>art,  and  the  wall  newly  built  on  the 
bank  of  the  river  of  Leith,  on  the  other  |>art,  to  be  and  ren)ain 
for  ever  a  free  quay  or  landing  place,  for  tJie  use  of  the  said  town 
of  Edinburgh  aixl  community  thereof,  for  laying  goods  and  mer- 
chandise, and  carrj'ing  them  tin  rt  on  to  and  from  the  sea  ,  f  n 
whieli  use  it  shall  continue  void,  and  nothing  to  l>e  built  thereon, 
to  the  hurt  or  prejudice  of  the  said  town,  whereby  the  Burgesses 
and  oommunity  may  sufler  damage  or  inconvenience  any  manner 
of  way :  And  also  all  that  space  or  piece  of  ground,  lying  within 
the  sjiid  town  of  Leith,  containini:  at  least  twelve  feet  in  breadth, 
and  in  lengtii,  ext«'nding  from  the  common  road.  K  ing  before  the 
tenement  of  tlje  late  Muurice  Taylor,  now  appertaining  to 
on  the  south,  the  said  river  of  Iieith  on  the  north;  and  between 
our  afiiresaid  tenement  on  the  east,  and  the  lands  of  the  late  David 
Dun  and  John  Davidson,  at  present  h<longing  to  on 
the  west,  to  serve  as  a  conuiioti  way  or  street,  for  the  use  of  the 
said  Provost,  BailiHs,  Couneil,  Burgesses  and  oommunity  of  the 
said  town  of  Edinbui^gh,  and  their  fufleesaorsi  and  all  others  our 
auljects. 

And  for  the  more  commodious  passage  to  and  from  the  aforesaid 
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port  €f  LnUi,  and  to  and  from  the  groands  and  lands  aHoreaaid, 

and  passages  Irndiiirr  to  and  from  the  samp,  vro  crivp  and  c;Tant, 
and  by  this  our  presunt  charter,  give  and  grant  to  the  aforesaid 
Frovost,  Bailiff;},  Council,  and  community  of  the  aforesaid  town 
of  Edinburgh,  and  their  snooesaon,  all  the  aeveral  ways,  roada, 
and  paanges  within  the  lands  and  barony  of  Lestalrig,  and  the 
said  town  of  Leith,  extcndint?  to  the  port  or  liaveii  tliereof, 
with  ail  other  way>^.  |>laei>s  and  passages  leadiiig  to  and  from 
the  said  town  of  Ldiuburgh,  and  to  and  from  the  aforesaid 
port  of  LeiUi;  with  fiill  power,  liberty,  and  lioenae  oooasionally 
to  make  and  erect  other  waya  and  pasBag«a  in  and  through  the 
said  barony  of  T.f>-talris^,  and  town  of  Leith,  to  the  port  and 
harbour  of  the  same;  with  full  power,  lil>erty,  ami  license  to  them, 
their  agents,  and  servants,  in  their  names,  to  carry  all  their  goods, 
and  merehandia^  of  what  kind  soever,  upon  horses,  carts,  sleds, 
or  other  carriages  to  and  from  the  said  port  or  harbour  of  Leith, 
to  whatsoever  place  or  places  they  please,  in,  through,  and  by  the 
lands  of  Oio  lid  barony  of  Lestalrig,  and  town  of  Leith,  to  lay 
the  same  thereon,  remove  and  carry  them  tlierefrom,  lade  and  un- 
lade the  same  in  and  from  mof  ship  or  vessel;  and  cart,  and  deoart 
the  same  at  their  pleasure,  without  stop,  let,  or  impediment, 
whatever:  With  full  power,  liberty,  and  license  to  them,  to  build 
niie  or  more  hrido^cs  on  the  aforesaid  river  of  Lcitli,  and  within  and 
upon  tiie  aforesaid  lands  and  barony  of  Lestalrig,  in  whatever 
phee  they  shall  judge  necessary  to  erect  and  build  the  same; 
with  power  to  dig  and  carry  away  from  within  the  aforesaid 
barony  of  Lestalrig,  such  quantities  of  earth,  gravel,  sand,  and 
stones,  an  niav  be  f«nind  lyiiisr  on  the  banks,  and  in  tlie  neigh- 
lH>urhood  ut  the  said  river  of  Leith,  towards  building  and  enlarg- 
ing tbo  said  bridge  or  bridges,  and  the  said  port  or  harbour  of 
Lrith:  With  ftiB  power  and  liberty  to  them  and  others  coming  to, 
and  departing  from  the  said  port  of  Leith  with  their  ^hijis  and 
othfT  \  •'ssels,  to  fix,  lay,  and  fasten  their  anchors,  cables,  and 
ropes,  without  the  [>ort  or  haven  of  Leith,  on  the  aforesaid  lands 
or  aanda  of  Leith  and  Lestalrig  as  they  shall  have  oocasion. 

Also^  we  long  after  our  perfoot  age,  by  the  advice  aforesaid, 
have  let,  and  in  fee-farm  demised,  and  for  ns  and  successors, 
by  this  our  pre!«ent  charter,  have  of  new  cfiven  and  granted,  and 
in  fee-farm  hereditarily  confirmeil  to  the  aforesaid  Provost,  Baililis, 
Council,  Burgesses,  and  community  of  die  said  town  of  Edinburgh, 
and  thmr  successors  tar  ever,  all  the  new  port,  called  the  Haven 
Harbour,  and  port  of  Newhaven,  with  the  Coney  Warren,  commonly 
<*alled  the  Links;  houscf,  buildinv*,  lands,  and  their  appur- 
tenances on  the  sea-cou»t,  or  southern  side  of  the  frith  of  forth, 
from  6t  Nicholas's  chapel,  on  the  northern  side  of  the  town  of 
North  Leith,  to  the  land  denominated  Wdrdiebrow;  and  in 
length  to  the  arable  lands  of  as  the  sud  Provost,  Bailiffs, 

Counoilt  and  their  predecessors  have,  or  may  poaaess.  Together 
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with  the  several  jtrivilocfes,  port-money,  commonly  called  haveu 
and  shore-silver,  an<  hora.:e.  df>ck-silver.  tjoldcii-jximy,  imposts, 
customs,  taxc:i,  c'xac(iuu:>»  rents,  mails,  farms,  duties  and  casualties 
of  the  same,  to  be  applied  to  thom  and  their  aforesaid  port  of 
Lcith;  witli  free  passage  to  anil  from  the  siiid  town  of  Edinburgh 
to  the  said  Nevvhav<  n.  Links,  lands,  and  bounds  thereof;  by  the 
several  vvay^,  rofid-*,  ami  pa'^fasros  leading  thert>to,  for  men,  horses, 
carts,  sleds,  and  other  carnages,  with  such  goods  aud  merchandise 
as  shall  be  loaded  or  unloaded  at  the  said  port  of  Neirhaveo;  the 
said  ways  and  roads  to  be  of  such  length  and  breadth  as  shall  be  . 
judgetl  necessary :  With  full  power,  liberty,  and  8|>acc  to  repair 
and  enlarge  the  pier  and  bulwark  of  tlio  said  port  or  liavon;  and 
the  goods  or  merchandise,  laden  or  unladen,  in  or  from  ships, 
barks,  crears,  or  boats  in  the  said  port,  to  put  them  on  shore,  and 
lay  them  on  land;  and  to  fix  or  place  their  anchors,  cables,  and 
odier  fastf'ninq^s  on  the  sea-coast,  from  the  high-water  mark  in  the 
said  port  ami  Links,  to  tlio  frotits  of  the  houses  of  tlie  sonthtTU 
row.  «tandu)g  on  the  souiitern  part  of  the  passage  of  the  said  town 
ol'  Newhaven,  and  in  length  to  the  bosom  of  the  same;  with  all 
other  privileges  of  the  aforesaid  port  of  Newhaven,  in  all  things 
as  amply,  fully,  and  freely  as  they  at  present  are  or  were  hereto- 
fnro  enfeoftt,  and  have  or  may  |io>^s4.<?s  in  their  said  port  of  Leith, 
with  the  customs,  lil)erties,  and  appurtenatu  i  s  above  specific<l. 

And  that  the  ^id  Provost,  Bailitls,  Council  aud  eonnuunity  of 
the  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  and  their  successors,  may  the  more 
peacefully  and  coniuKHliously  povsos  and  enjoy  the  above  named 
port,  haven,  liarhour.  raids,  jiier,  short>,  bulwarks,  ways,  streets, 
paths,  passages,  lands,  liberties,  eu^roins,  casualties,  and  other 
things  above  mentioned;  we,  with  tlie  advice  and  consent  afore- 
said, make»  create  and  constitute,  and  by  this  our  present  diarter 
for  us  and  our  successors,  make,  create,  and  constitute  the  aforesaid 
Provost  and  nailitfs  of  the  said  burgli,  or  any  of  them,  and  their 
successors,  judges  of  all  persons  who  shall  contravene  or  violate  any 
part  or  point  of  their  aforesaid  liberty  aud  privileges  within  the  said 
bounds,  or  to  molest,  trouble  or  disquiet  them  in  the  peaceable  pos- 
session,  enjoyment  or  use  of  the  same :  And  also  to  be  judges  com- 
petent in  all  questions,  controversies,  debates,  complaints  and  actions, 
as  well  criminal  as  civil,  which  may  arise  between  party  and  party, 
upon  any  deed,  verbal  promise,  or  by  writ,  bond,  contract  or  obli- 
gation, made  or  contained  within  the  said  bounds,  ports,  harbours, 
havensy  raids,  piers,  shores,  bulwarks,  ways,  stn^ts,  paths  and 
passages  aforesaid,  or  that  which  is  to  )>(>  done  and  performed 
within  the  same,  as  a  place  destinato  thereto:  And  likewise  to  be 
judges  in  all  crimes  and  transgressions,  both  criminal  and  civil, 
that  shall  happen  to  bo  committed  within  the  aforesaid  lands, 
ports,  waters  and  passages;  with  power  to  seareh,  apprehend,  take 
and  imprison  all  persons,  contraveners  of  the  aforesaid  privileges, 
and  all  persons  convened  by  their  creditors,  and  those  guilty  of 
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offoooM,  whether  civil  or  criminal,  within  the  bounds  aforesaid; 
to  caTl,  prosecute,  sif,  judge,  determine  and  cxortit*'  their  respec- 
tive sentence  thereon ;  and  for  that  end,  to  hold  courU  in  any 
part  or  place  witbio  the  said  Unda,  bounds,  waters,  seas,  and  pas- 
sag«B»  or  witbia  the  aforesaid  town,  at  their  pleasure;  and  the 
fines,  escheats,  penalties  and  amerciaments  received,  be  applied  to 
the  use  of  the  said  town  :  and  if  it  shall  bo  found  necessary  to  ap- 
point uue  or  iiiure  p^rsoub  under  tliem  during  pleasure,  they  shall 
be  answerable  for  the  behaviour  of  the  said  persons. 

And  we,  kmg  after  our  perfect  age,  by  the  advioe  and  oonsent 
aforenid,  have  of  new  given,  graat«t,  and  oonfinned;  and  by  this 
our  present  charter,  for  ii;*  nn*l  our  successor?*,  (/nf^,  eraiifs,  and 
dispones,  and  for  ever  contirius  to  tiie  said  Provost,  liuilittj*,  Coun- 
cil, Burgesses  and  community,  and  their  successors,  the  otlicea  of 
aberiff  and  coroner  within  the  said  town;  together  with  the  com- 
mon ndlls,  copimon  moor,  eommon  myre,  lakes,  banks,  ways, 
cross-ways,  streets  and  passages,  leading  to  and  from  the  said 
toun  of  Kdinburgh,  and  within  the  aforesaid  ports  and  harbours 
of  Leitii  and  Newhaven,  with  the  piers,  sltores,  raids  and  bulwarks 
tiiereof;  and  witliin  the  lands  called  the  Common  Closets,  Burse, 
holf,  balls,  ways,  cross-ways,  passages,  lands,  and  other  things 
above  mentioned,  with  all  the  ri'jlit",  lihertios  and  jirn  iU<<:es  be- 
longing to  the  said  ofticef,  according-  to  tlu>  hi\v»  and  cii.stonis  of 
uur  kingdom,  making,  creating,  and  const ttuting  the  Trovoi^t  of 
the  said  town  of  Edhiburgh,  elected  or  to  be  elected  yearly,  per- 
|>etual  sheriff  and  principal  coroner  of  the  same;  and  the  Bailiffs 
of  the  said  burgh,  elected,  or  to  be  elected  y<'arly,  shcriU  '.s  and 
wroner's  deputies  to  serve  conjunctly  and  severally  under  him; 
with  pouer  to  them  and  their  deputies  to  hold  a  court  or  courts, 
both  civil  and  criminal,  within  the  aforesaid  town'-miUs,  mill-landii, 
moors,  marshes,  ways,  raids,  cross- ways,  passages,  ports,  havens 
and  land^  aforesaid,  and  liberties  thereof,  and  within  tlie  aforesaid 
ports,  uays  and  passages,  &c.  above  mentioned,  and  within  any 
part  of  their  respective  bounds,  as  well  upon  as  against  their 
neighbours,  and  upon  the  Burgesses  and  inhabitants  within  the 
aforesaid  hounds,  as  upon  and  against  all  other  persons  that  shall 
hapften  to  be  attacke  d  for  any  promise,  deed,  debt,  cause,  crime  or 
ottcnc*e,  either  civil  or  eriniinal,  made,  eontractcil  or  done  within 
tile  said  town  or  bounds  aforesaid  or  any  part  thereof,  as  olten  as 
tbey  shall  see  necessary:  And  the  said  office  of  sheriffidty  to  use, 
exert,  and  enforce  against  all  causes,  actions,  transgresuons,  crime 
or  crimes,  that  shall  happen  to  be  perpetrated  in,  upon  and  against 
all  |x*r?»ons,  who  sliall  be  arrested  or  apprehended  within  the 
aforci»aid  uj^^  u,  mill-lands,  piers,  siiurcb,  passages  and  places  there- 
unto belonging,  as  above  specified;  to  administer  justice  in  the 
sheritl^s  court*  to  call,  assemble  and  convene  absents,  to  punish 
t»flender9  or  criminals  by  death,  banishment,  or  other  punishment, 
according  to  their  several  transgressions  and  the  Liws  ot  our  lung- 
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«loni ;  anc!  tho  mcniber«!  nr  ministers  of  the  said  slipriflTs  court  to 
he  el^o^ien  out  of  the  liiirgesse!*  of  our  said  town  of  Edinburgh 
only,  and  not  from  amongst  the  ]>eople  inhabiting  without  the 
aforesaid  town;  and  to  use  and  exerciae  all  other  things  within 
themselvos,  and  within  our  said  town,  lil>erties,  bounds  and  juris- 
(liction  of  the  same,  nnd  %Tithin  tlie  other  iKinnds.  lamls.  ports, 
ways,  cross-ways,  roads,  jias.^ages,  waters,  seas  and  .sandy  grounds, 
commonly  called  the  Sands,  and  others  above  mentioned,  which 
to  the  offioes  of  sheriff  and  coroner  belong,  according  to  the  kws 
and  customs  of  the  kingdom,  to  be  enjoyed  by  them,  in  and  by 
all  tliiriL^s,  as  fully  and  fret'ly,  as  any  other  slu'riff  or  coroner  of 
tlir  kinL'-'loni  dotli  use  and  exercise  the  said  ortices,  freely,  <]uietly, 
honourably,  well  and  peaceably,  without  impediment,  revocation 
or  contra^ctlon  whatsoever. 

And  for  the  better  us]u<^  and  exercising  of  the  said  office  of 
slieritraliy,  we,  with  the  advice  aforesaid,  of  new  give,  grant,  dis- 
|Mme,  and  perpetually  confirm,  and  by  this  our  present  charter  for 
us  and  our  successors,  have  given,  granted,  and  perpetually  con- 
firmed to  t^e  aforesaid  Provost»  Bailifis,  Council,  Burgesses,  and 
community  of  the  said  town,  and  their  successors,  the  escheat  of  all 
goods,  debts,  contracts,  oMlL^afiotiH,  sums  of  money,  and  other  goods 
and  moveabh'H  Tielonging  to  the  Burreosof  or  inhabitants  of  the  said 
town,  within  the  respective  lands  and  hounds  thereunto  appertain- 
ing; and  in  all  other  parts,  whether  within  or  without  the  kingdom, 
wherever  they  shall  be  called  or  oon%'ened  before  the  said  sheriff  or 
his  deputies,  or  any  other  judi^^e  or  ju<lgcs  within  the  kingdom,  for 
any  offence  or  crime  committed  by  them  within  the  said  town,  or 
within  or  without  the  IhmmhIs  thereof;  and  all  other  persons  what- 
soever or  wheresoever,  that  hliall  be  coii\icted  before  the  said 
sheriff,  bis  deputies,  or  other  judges  within  this  kingdom,  for  any 
otlenceor  transgression  committed  within  the  said  town,  or  Bdthin 
tlie  lands  and  honnds  aforesaid,  the  e>eheat  of  as  much  of  their 
i  tleets,  (lehts,  e<intracts,  obligations,  and  other  tii<i\ caMe'<,  that 
may  be  found  or  seized  within  the  said  town,  or  within  the  lands 
or  bounds  above  mentioned,  or  ap|K'ndage  thereunto  annexed, 
together  with  all  the  other  escheats,  penalties,  fines,  amerciaments, 
exactions  and  commodities,  with  tlicir  appurtenances,  that  sliall 
fall  within  tiie  jurisdiction  of  tlie  said  sheriti"  or  coroner,  within 
the  said  town  and  liberties  thereof,  ports,  lands,  bounds,  ways, 
roads,  passages  and  places  above  spedfied :  And  all  and  singular 
the  said  escheat^,  penalties,  fines,  amerciaments,  casualties  and 
commodities,  with  their  appurtenances,  tu  be  disposi  d  of  and  ap- 
plied to  the  use  and  advantnc:e  of  our  snid  town  lur  ever. 

Moreover,  we,  with  the  advice  and  consent  aforesaid,  of  our 
certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  have  united,  annexed  and  in- 
corporated, and,  by  this  our  present  ehuler,  for  us  and  our  suo> 
oessors,  unite,  annex,  and  incorjwratc  to  and  with  the  said  town 
of  Edinburgh,  the  aeveral  estates,  liberties  and  privileges  aforesaid ; 
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and  .ilM>  give  aod  grant,  all  and  sisgular,  the  aforesaiil  common 
moor,  inyre,  lakes,  banks,  lands,  p<Hti  and  harboun  of  LeHh  and 
Newliaveu,  roads,  staUoos  and  forts,  oall«d  the  roads,  pier%  shores 
aud  bulwarks,  bounds,  %vays,  cross-ways,  streets  and  passages*  with 
full  power  and  free  jurisdiction  therein. 

And  likewise  the  hereditary  oflioes  of  sheriSalty  and  coroner. 


aforesaid;  together  with  all  escheats,  fines,  penalties,  imposts, 
taxations,  exactions,  and  other  things,  as  particularly  and  gener- 
ally above  specified;  with  the  above  mentioned  siif>eriority,  liberty 
and  jurisdiction  of  Leith,  teuants,  tenancies,  and  services  of  free 
tmants,  with  thefr  appurtenance:  And  ^so  aU  and  singular  the 
aforessid  ehiirdi-hui(Ur  aaniiities,  tithes  and  other  revenues,  in  and 
about  the  said  town,  as  already  mentioned;  together  with  the 
piovostry  and  prebends  of  the  aforesnid  college  of  the  Trinity 
and  hospital  thereunto  belonging;  with  the  archd^conry  of  Lo- 
thian, and  parsonage  and  vicarage  of  Curry,  with  the  tithes  and 
duties  thereof,  with  the  ooU^  hkely  founded  within  the  aforesaid 
town,  with  all  the  church-lands,  tithes  and  revenues,  witli  their 
app«rt<'n»nces,  into  a  royal  free  burgh,  wltli  tenants  and  tenancies. 

Aud  we  will  and  grant,  and  for  us  and  our  successors  perpetu- 
ally appoint  and  ordain,  that  the  said  Provost,  Bailii&,  Dean  of 
Guild,  Treasurer,  Council,  oommunity  and  Bui|;esses  of  the  said 
town  of  Edinburgh,  and  their  successors,  shall,  in  all  times  coming, 
fn^  ly,  fully  and  peaceably  <^niny  and  possess  the  said  town  of  Ed- 
inburgh, with  the  common  moor,  common  myre,  lands,  mills,  lakes, 
stanks,  braes,  ports  of  Leith  and  Xewhaven,  raids,  stations,  forta, 
piers*  shores,  bulwarks,  bounds*  ways,  streets,  possages  and  places 
aforesaid,  with  the  said  offices  of  shcriflalty  and  coroner  within  the 
bound**,  libortics  and  jurisdiftion  above  mentioned;  with  all  and 
several  the  eitdieats,  tines,  {>enalties  and  amerciaments,  taxations, 
impoMtions,  and  things  above  speci6ed,  with  tlie  superiority  aud 
jurisdietion  of  Lath,  as  afoteaaid;  together  with  all  the  ohuroli- 
lands^  benefices,  tithes  and  proflU^  with  their  appurtenances,  both 
<r<*neratly  and  particularly  above  recited,  which,  for  brevity's  sake, 
1^  held  as  if  here  rep<^ted,  as  mi  free  tenant  and  tenancy  in  fee- 
farm  and  free  burgage  for  ever ;  aud  that  by  virtue  of  this  present 
enfeoffiaent  and  saaine  given  in  manner  and  form  foUowing;  to 
the  Provost,  or  any  one  of  the  Bailiffs  of  the  aforesaid  town  of 
Edinburgh  for  the  time  being,  who  shall  stand  at  the  market-cross 
of  the  said  burgh,  where  he  i>hall  be  to  them  and  their  successors 
a  sufficient  sasine  for  the  said  town,  and  for  the  appurtenances 
thereof  as  particularly  and  generally  above  mentioned,  now  an- 
nexed and  united  th(»«to,  as  above  specified ;  notwitli8tan<lIng  of 
the  discontiguity  of  the  aforesaid  town,  lands,  ports,  ways,  streets, 
pastMig^  customs,  liberties,  privileges,  jurisdictions,  tithes,  rev- 
enues, and  other  things  thereunto  belonging,  both  generally  and 
particalarly  above  recited. 
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Concerning  which,  we,  for  us  and  our  ^uccessor^,  have  dis- 
pensed, and  by  this  our  present  charter  dispeuscth ;  and  we  con* 
aidering,  that  Um  said  Provo8t»  BailiflEs,  GounoO  and  oommumty  of 
the  said  burgh*  is  a  body  or  oommaaSity,  though  without  a  parti> 
cular  succession,  yet  have  perpetual  succession ;  We  therefore  de- 
clare, will  and  grant,  and  for  us  and  our  successors  appoint  and 
ordain,  that  the  aforesaid  sasine  or  possession  being  once  taken, 
by  virtue  of  this  our  new  charter  of  enfeoffment,  by  the  Provost 
or  one  of  the  BaOifia  of  the  taid  town.  In  the  name  and  behalf  of 
the  Burgesses  and  community,  and  their  successors,  by  delivering 
earth  and  stones  for  the  aforesaid  town,  lands  and  mills,  with  their 
appurtenances;  and  by  delivering  a  golden-penny  for  the  rents, 
duiic:^,  customs  and  things  thereon  depending;  and  by  delivering 
of  a  baton  for  the  offices  and  jurisdicttons  afbressid,  with  llie  su- 
periority of  the  town  of  Leith  and  their  dependencies;  and  by 
delivcrin!^  a  Psalm-bonlc  for  the  aforesaid  benefices,  church-tithes, 
revcnn*  3  and  other  tilings,  with  their  appurtenanron ;  shall  for 
ever  stand,  and  be  good  and  effectual,  without  renovation,  reitera- 
tion, or  recovering  a  new  sasine  thereafter;  to  have  and  to  bold 
the  aforesaid  town  of  Edinburgh^  with  all  its  gates,  walls,  ditdies» 
ways,  street*,  passages,  causeways,  Innrl-',  territories  and  commu- 
nity thereof;  with  all  and  singiilur  tlie  liberties,  privileges  and  im- 
muuitiesi  which  by  the  laws  and  customs  of  this  kingdom  apper- 
tains^ or  may  belong  to  any  royal  free  burgh ;  and  partioubrly 
with  the  liberty  and  trade  of  merchandise,  in  buying  and  selling, 
not  only  within  the  said  tovm  and  libortu  s  thereof,  but  within  the 
several  bounds  of  our  sheriffwick  of  Kdinbuigh,  whether  regality 
or  royalty,  in  as  ample  and  full  a  maimer  is  above  mentioned; 
tpgetner  with  llie  aforesaid  inivilege  of  a  merehant-guildry,  com- 
monly eaUed  merchant^guildries,  jurisdiotions,  liberties,  fines,  pen- 
alties, escheats  and  amerciaments  thereunto  belonging;  with  all 
and  singular  the  aforesaid  fairs,  and  weekly  mrirkots,  customs, 
privileges  and  profits,  which  by  Uie  laws  of  this  kmgdom  has  or 
may  belong ;  with  fiitt  power,  commission  and  aaUiority  to  main 
acts,  statutes  and  ordinances  for  the  good  govenment  m  the  said 
town;  to  put  the  same  in  ^eoution;  and  to  arrest  and  proaeeute 
the  contraveners  thereof. 

And  also  the  aforesaid  full  power  and  jurisdiction,  granted  to 
the  said  Provost,  Bailifis,  Coundl  and  community  of  the  said  town 
and  their  suoeessors,  to  sit,  judge  and  detenaioe  in  all  matters  and 
causes,  both  civil  and  criminal,  <K>nceming  the  liberty  and  pri- 
vilege granted  to  them  hy  acts  of  our  j>arl!ament,  general  councils, 
constitutions  of  boroughs,  acts,  sentences  and  decrees  given  in 
favour  of  the  said  liberties,  and  to  put  the  said  acts  and  decrees 
in  ezeoution;  and  die  several  snms  of  monej  wising  thereby,  to 
be  received,  applied,  and  disposed  of  by  them,  as  Arosaid;  to- 
gother  with  all  and  singular  the  above  mentioned  common  Innds 
of  the  said  burgh,  called  the  common  moor  and  common  myre,  as 
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well  arable  as  nnarable;  the  ftfore«iid  south  l(wh  calknl  the  Bor- 
ough L<x'h,  with  the  grounds,  lands,  niyros  and  marshes  thereof, 
with  the  iiortheru  lake  of  our  said  town  called  the  Nonlloch,  with 
the  grounda,  famds,  my  res  and  maidm  thereanto  belonging;  with 
the  banks  and  Itl <  .  both  sonthern  and  northevn,  on  both  aidea 
the  Castle  of  Edinburgh,  extending  from  the  str<H't  to  that  part 
of  the  burgh  called  un<!or  the  Castle  wall,  and  running  north- 
wards to  the  top  of  the  hiii;  thence  descends  and  joins  the  said 
Nocdloeh.   Abo  all  and  sandry  the  twdve  mflb  of  the 

•aid  burn^li,  as  they  are  at  present  situated  od  both  tides  the 
river  of  Leith,  with  all  the  mill-lands,  water-courses,  and  their 
appurtenances,  bridge?*,  banks,  acres,  houses,  ways,  streets  and 
passages,  leading  to  and  from  the  said  mills,  multures,  suckeu^  and 
knaTeships,  with  theu'  .sequels;  with  a  power  (if  it  ahall  be  judged 
necessary)  to  erect  more  bridges  and  milb  on  either  side  of  the 
said  river  of  Leith,  in  such  place  or  places,  aa  shall  be  deemed 
most  proper;  all  the  aforesaid  low  lands  or  vale,  lying  between 
(he  Oraigend  gate  and  the  way  leading  to  Leith,  with  the  banks 
or  braes  thereof,  with  the  lands  of  the  Greenaide  adjacent,  and 
the  Leper's  hospital  and  gaidena^  vith  the  hanks,  braes  and 
niarshes,  with  their  appurtenances. 

And  all  and  singular  the  customs  of  the  said  town,  both  within 
and  without  the  &te&,  in  the  aU^ta  and  markets,  and  market- 
phice,  called  the  House  of  the  MooTt  wiA  ^  weighage  and 
metage  within  the  said  town,  rents  of  stands  in  Sie  several 
market'?,  sherifTa  gloves,  duties  and  exactions  whatsoever  in  and 
about  the  sud  town,  with  power  and  liberty  to  make  a  table 
in  nuumer  aforesaid:  And  likewise  all  the  aforesaid  port,  haven 
and  harboar  of  Lsitii,  with  tiie  raid,  piers,  shores  and  bulwarks 
on  both  sides  the  river  of  Leilli  at  its  influx  to  the  sea,  together 
with  all  the  ways,  cross-ways,  raids  and  pasTic'  s,  lending  to  and 
from  the  same  on  both  nides  the  said  port  and  river  of  Leith;  and 
all  the  liberties,  immunities  and  privileges  belonging  to  the  pre- 
mises; and  in  partkalar,  all  and  siagnlar  the  aforesuid  privileges, 
eostoins,  port-money,  anchorage,  dooc-silver,  golden-penny,  taxar 
tions,  exactions,  duties,  rcvomies  and  casualties  of  the  said  port, 
raid  and  t'>'.rn  of  Leith;  with  the  above  mentioned  table,  heads, 
dauses  and  conditions  of  the  same,  with  the  other  clauses  afore- 
ssid;  with  power  and  liberty  to  receive  the  several  cosComs,  im- 
posts and  taxations,  both  particular  and  general,  as  above  specified. 

And  also  all  the  lands  and  grounds  formerly  called  the  Common 
Closets,  but  lately  denominated  the  Burse,  with  the  nfnref*aid  en- 
closure of  timber,  and  the  waste  grounds  and  i>aud,  commonly 
ealled  the  Waste  Grounds  and  Bsndi,  to  be  extended  as  aforesaid: 
and  the  said  western  bulwark,  with  the  waste  grounds,  sea  and 
sands  about  the  same,  nnnoxed  to  the  said  port  of  Leith  and 
aforesaid  town  of  t<linburL''h ;  with  the  power  of  extending,  build- 
ing, enlarging  and  dammmg  in  manner  aforesaid:  together  with 
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tim  nl»ove  mentionerl  privileges,  duties,  rents  and  liliertics  wifliiii 
tlie  al'uresiaid  Burse,  ciiclmure,  grouuUs,  lands  and  &and»,  and  bul- 
warks particularly  above  mentumed.  Likewise  all  and  aingalar 
the  aforesaid  two  pieces  of  Iaiid»  adjoining  formerly  and  beJonginp 
to  the  late  Cockburne,  and  to  Creich,  founded 

and  houndtMl  as  ulxne  specified;  and  n\\  and  singular  that  other 
iynjt  oi  ground  belongiug  to  the  siud  burgii,  by  disposition  of  the 
said  late  Robert  Logan  of  Leatalrig,  with  Uie  other  piece  of  groandy 
containinir  twelve  feet  In  breadth,  aI^o  in  the  nid  town  of  Leith. 
And  likewise,  all  and  sundry  the  albresaid  ways,  cross-ways,  roads 
and  passages,  in,  by,  and  tliruugh  tlie  lands  and  barony  of  Lest- 
alrig,  extending  to  the  said  town  and  port  of  Leith,  witii  the 
aforesaid  liberty  of  making  new  ways,  roads  and  passages,  in,  by, 
and  throuuh  the  said  barony  of  Lestalrig  and  town  of  Leith»  for 
the  convenience  of  carryins:  their  poods  and  merchandise  by  roen, 
hor^i  <,  carts,  or  other  carriages,  to  and  fronj  the  said  port  of  Leith, 
to  Bucli  place  or  places,  as  the  said  Provost,  Bailitl's,  Council  and 
inlmbitants,  present  and  to  oome,  shall  please,  in,  by,  and  through 
the  said  lands  of  Lestalrig  and  town  of  Leith;  and  to  lay,  remove^ 
t  tirry,  lade  and  unlade  tlie  same:  to  erect  bridges  over  the  snid 
liver  of  Leifh.  find  within  the  grounds  and  land«!  of  the  said 
barony  and  town ;  to  dig  and  carry  away  ground  or  earth  from 
the  said  barony,  with  the  gravd  anid  stones  lying  on  the  hanks* 
sides,  and  near  the  said  river  of  Leith;  to  lay  anchors,  and  fasten 
oibles  and  other  ropes  without  the  said  port  of  Leith. 

And  all  and  singular  the  aforesaid  new  port  nnd  raid  of  New- 
haven,  with  the  lands,  coney- warren,  or  links,  houses,  biiikiings, 
}iad  their  appurtenances,  lying  as  aforesaid;  with  all  and  singular, 
tliQ  privileges,  port>nioney,  anchorage,  dock*silver,  golden-penny, 
imposts,  customs,  duties,  taxes,  exactions,  rents,  ftrms,  and  cas- 
ualties annexed  to  the  sni«l  pot  t ;  with  all  the  ways,  streets,  and 
])assages  leading  to  and  troui  t)ie  .'•aid  new  port  or  haven,  in  man- 
ner, and  with  the  privileges  above  specified.  Together  with  the 
several  jurisdictions,  lands,  bounds,  ports,  raids,  stations,  walera, 
grounds,  sands,  and  passages,  as  above  mentioned.  With  all  and 
singular  tlic  aforesaid  ofl)<  e«  of  .sherit^hlty  rind  eororfor,  within  the 
bounds  and  linnts  aforesaid ;  with  all  the  pnviieges,  escheats,  fines, 
})eDalties,  amerciaments,  feus,  aud  duties,  both  general  and  parti- 
cular, as  above  spedfied. 

And  likewise  the  superiority  of  the  aforesaid  town  of  Leith, 
V  ith  teti:tnt«,  and  tenancies,  and  services  of  free  tennnts,  with  their 
ajipuvtt  11  inces.  Also,  all  and  singular,  the  aforesaid  lands,  tenc- 
laenis,  iiouscs,  buildings,  churcheb,  chapels,  gardens,  fields,  an- 
nual-rents, fruits,  duties,  profits,  emoluments,  fiuins,  alms,  deal- 
silver,  obits,  and  anniver»aries,  which  belonged  to  whatsoexer 
chapelries,  altarages,  or  prebeiidv.  fnm  di  d  in  whatsoever  churcltes, 
chapels,  or  colleges,  within  the  Idierty  of  our  said  town. 

And  all  and  siug^iar  the  aforesaid  l^inds  which  appertained  to 
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the  ahovp  mentiont'd  Black  and  Grey  friars  of  the  Miid  town,  with 
their  appurtenances.  Also  all  the  aforesaid  benefice  and  provostry 
of  th«  fioU^gttie  ehureb  of  the  Trinity^  prebends  tnd  ehi^>dn<f8 
thereof;  with  all  and  singular  the  church-lands,  titlies,  and  otinn' 
thinir-  tTi»Teunto  bHonL'ing;  togotlior  with  t!r<'  ]>arish-o!nir(  lies  of 
Sowtry  and  Limpitlaw,  with  the  tithes,  and  revenues  then^of, 
whi(^  were  formerly  annexed  to  the  said  provostry;  with  the 
aforetud  Trinity  ooilege  cemetery,  nwnsioii-houM^  and  garden  of 
the  aame;  with  the  hospital  of  the  said  Trinity  college,  and  gar* 
den,  with  their  a(>purtcnnTipcs.  With  all  and  singular  the  afore- 
said areh-deaeonry  of  Lothian,  and  j)arsonage  and  \ifaraire  of 
Curry,  with  the  tithes,  fruit;»,  rents,  |)an»onnge,  liouae,  glebe,  and 
cborcb-fands  belonging  to  the  same. 

And  likewise  all  the  aforesaid  tithe-sheaves  of  the  lands  above 
meiuioned,  lying  within  the  aforesaid  parish  of  Crail,  and  annexed 
to  the  said  new  college,  founded  within  the  said  town  of  Edinburgh, 
with  their  appurtenances  as  aforesaid,  to  the  said  Frovost,  Bailifi', 
Dean  of  Oiiild,  TVeaaarer,  CouncU,  Burgesses,  and  eommnnity  of 
the  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  and  thdr  socoessors,  of  us  and  our 
successors,  in  free  heritage,  free  hurgngc,  and  offices  of  sherifl^ 
justiciary,  and  coroner  for  ever  within  the  bounds  at"ore?«aid,  by  all 
the  rights,  marches,  and  ancient  divisions,  as  they  lie  both  in 
length  and  breadth;  with  all  the  houses,  buildings,  gardens, 
stanks^  plains,  moors,  marches,  ways,  cross-ways,  pools,  rivulets, 
meadows,  printures,  miUs,  and  multures,  with  their  sequels;  hunt- 
ings, fowlings,  fishings,  coals,  collieries,  coney-warrens,  doves, 
dove-cots,  i>eats,  furfs,  broom,  frahils,  malt-houses,  breweries, 
woods,  copses,  timber,  stones,  and  lime;  with  oourt>phunt,  here- 
selds,  blood-wits,  and  women's  marks;  with  pit  and  gallows,  in- 
fangtluef,  and  outfangthief,  common  pasturage,  ingress  and  re- 
gress: And  all  and  singular,  the  liberties,  profits,  and  conveniences 
to  them  belonging,  w  hether  named  or  un-named,  as  well  under  as 
above  the  ground,  near  to,  or  tn  from  the  aforeamd  town;  lands, 
gates,  mills,  liberties,  privileges,  casualties,  ofiloes,  benefices,  and 
other  things  particularly  and  generally  above  specified,  to  be  held 
and  •Mijoyed  by  them,  as  fully,  freely,  quietly,  and  honourably,  in 
aii  times  coming,  without  revocation,  contradiction,  or  molestation 
whatsoever. 

The  said  Provost,  Bailifis,  Ooundt,  Dean  of  Guild,  oonnminit}-, 

Burgesses  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  and 
their  successors,  to  pay  to  u<<  aTul  our  successors  yearly,  for  the 
said  town  uf  Edinburgh,  together  with  all  and  singular  its  ditches, 
gates,  ways,  streets,  cross-ways,  passages,  lauds,  and  the  whole 
territory  and  the  oommunity  thereof,  and  the  sevetal  fiberties, 
privileges  and  immunities  above  mentioned,  with  the  aforesaid 
yearly  fairs  and  we»'l<!y  niarkef-.  customs,  privileges  and  profits  of 
the  same;  the  connnun  lands  ot  tiie  said  town,  called  the  common 
OMior  and  common  my  re,  as  well  arable  as  nuarable;  the  lakes 
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called  the  South  and  Nordlocha,  with  the  grounds,  lands  and 
marshes  thereof;  the  braes  and  rooks  on  the  soiitliem  and  northern 
^iides  of  the  hill  of  the  Cottle  of  Edinburgh,  situate,  lying  and 
lK)unded  as  aforesaid;  the  aliovc  mentioned  twelve  common  mills 
of  the  said  town,  mill  lands,  aqueducts,  dams,  bridges,  braes,  acres, 
houaes,  ways,  streets  and  passages  leading  to  and  from  the  aamei 
with  the  aforesaid  low  land  and  vale,  betwe^  the  Craig^d  gate  and 
the  common  road  leading  to  Leith;  the  lands  of  Greenside,  with 
the  acres  adjoining  with  the  Leper-liospital  and  gardei)  -.  afore 
said  |)orts  of  Leith  and  Newhaven,  with  the  piers  and  forts  tiiercof, 
commonly  called  the  piera^  shores  and  bulwarks,  custom5,  anchor- 
age, port-money  and  others  above  mentioned;  the  aforesaid  lands 
and  grounds,  formerly  caUed  the  Common  Closets,  but  lately  the 
Burse;  the  said  two  pieces  of  land,  sometime  belonging  to 
Cockbunie  and  Creich,  bounded  as  aforesaid;  with  the 

other  spot  of  ground  appertaining  to  the  said  burgh,  by  disposition 
of  the  late  Robert  hogunB  of  Lestalrig,  and  their  appurtenaaees, 
the  sum  of  iifty-two  marks  stertiog,  at  the  terms  of  W  hitsunday 
and  Martinmas,  in  eqtial  portions,  by  the  name  of  fee-farm;  and 
for  the  administration  of  the  aforesaui  otticcs  of  sheriff  and  coroner, 
and  jurisdictions  above  written,  witlt  the  burgh-service  according 
to  use  and  eustom ;  and  for  the  sad  superiority  of  Leith,  a  golden- 
penny  at  Whitsunday,  in  the  name  of  blanch  farm,  if  demanded: 
And  also  for  all  and  singular  the  aforesaid  cliurch-lauds,  benefices, 
tithes,  annuities  and  other  revenues,  with  their  ap]>nrteTianee5  to 
the  said  Trovost,  Bailitis,  Council  and  community  ol  tlie  said  town, 
and  ineumfaents  of  the  several  ehurches,  poor  of  the  said  hospitals, 
and  scholars  of  the  aforesaid  colleges  and  schools,  and  their  suo- 
oessors,  they  making  daily  humble  and  devout  p)raycrs  to  Almighty 
God  for  the  jtrosorvatinn  of  os  nfid  our  successors,  oonfonu  to  the 
tenor  of  former  grants  and  enteotfrneots. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  to  this  cur  present  charter  put  our 
great  seal,  in  presence  of  our  well-belovea  cousin  and  counsellor, 
John  Marquis  of  Hamilton,  Earl  of  Arran  and  Lord  Aven;  John 
Earl  of  Montrose  and  Graham,  our  chancellor;  George  Earl  of 
Marischal  and  Lord  Keith,  marshal  of  our  kingdom;  our  beloved 
and  familiar  oouosellors,  James  Elphingstou  of  BaratoD,  our  secre- 
tary, Bicliard  Cockbunie  junior  of  Cleridngtoo,  our  secretary, 
knights;  Mr.  Panne  Slteyne,  register  of  our  rolls  and  dcrk  of 
Council;  John  Cockbume  of  Onueston,  knight,  our  justice-clerk, 
and  Mr.  William  Scot  of  Elie,  director  of  our  chancery.  Given 
at  Hulyrood-house  the  fifteenth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lordt  one  thousand  sis  hundred  and  thre^  and  of  our  reign  the 
thirty-lirtt  year/* 
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PART  IL 

Ghablbs  If  the  eldest  sorvmng  son  of  Jainefl  VI^ 
was  firoclatiiied  King,  at  the  Ciobb  of  Edinburgh,  on 
the  kst  day  of  March,  1625. 

  Maitland  states  that  in  1626,  soon  after  the  accession 

of  Charles  I.,  "The  King  having  resolved  to  fit  out 
certain  sliips  of  war,  for  socuring  the  coasts  of  the  kingdom, 
and  to  erect  forts  in  such  places  as  sliould  be  judged  most 
convenient:  and  for  the  acconipHshing  of  which,  wrote  to 
the  convention  of  horougha,  to  know  what  they  were  willing 
to  contribute  on  this  occasion.  The  common  conndi  of 
Edinburgh,  to  show  their  zeal  in  promoting  this  deflign^  agreed 
to  advance  their  aaaeaBment  both  ordinaiy  and  eactimordinaiyy 
to  be  paid  when  his  Majesty  should  please  to  demand  it ;  and 
as  an  additional  mark  of  their  loyalty,  offered  to  contribute 
with  the  states  of  the  kingdom,  a  proportional  part  towards 
the  maintenance  of  ten  thousand  men,  and  to  assist  in  the 
erecting  of  forts,  in  such  places  in  their  neighbourhood  as 
should  be  deemed  the  most  proper;  of  which  they  having 
acquainted  the  King,  he  sent  them  the  following  letter. 

Ckables  R. 

Ihuty  and  vM  hdoved^  vn  greet  you  welL 
*  We  peiodve  by  your  letter  unto  us,  how  eame-stlj^  jou 
are  affected  to  do  us  service^  in  yielding  so  willingly  to  those 
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things,  which,  lor  the  public  p^ood,  were  thouglit  neccssar)-  at 
this  time;  and  as  it  is  tlie  more  acceptable  unto  us  that  yoa 
have  done  it  freely  of  yourselves^  seeking  only  bow  to  please 
Wf  and  not  confonuing  yourselves  to  others,  who  were  not 
so  forward  in  our  service.  So  this  which  you  have  done 
voliuitarilyy  shall  be  no  preparative  to  make  you  be  charged 
with  the  like  hereafter;  but  shall  only  make  us  the  more 
ready  to  extend  our  favour  towards  you.  We  hope,  as  you 
liave  hereby  purchased  our  good  opinion,  you  will  continue 
to  preserve  the  same,  and  especially  by  the  advancement  of 
money  ut  this  tiniCj  for  payment  of  two  ships  whicli  are 
ah'eady  bought ;  and  that  the  same  may  be  ready  to  be  de- 
livered to  iSir  .lames  BailHej  with  whom  the  receiving  thereof 
is  intrusted  ;  lor  whatever  su}»j)Hes  we  are  to  have  irom 
thence  at  this  time,  we  intend  only  to  dispose  thereof  for  the 
good  and  safety  of  that  our  kingdom  which  shall  be  our  chief 
care;  and  so  bid  you  heartily  farewell.' 
WBzmBtAU.,  idJuiie^  1626. 

A  subsidy  for  four  years  being  granted  by  parliament^  puiv 
suant  to  the  king's  desire^  the  £dinburgher8  persevering  in 
their  affection  to  their  Prince^  generously  advanced  their 
quotOf  which  was  forty  thousand  pounds,  Scottish  money,  at 
once;  which  was  a  favour  so  acceptable  to  Charles,  that  he 
sent  the  following  letter  to  his  privy  council  in  Scotland,  as 
an  acknowledgment  thereof. 

Charles  R. 

Right  tni{:i)j  and  irell  beloved  coxinseUors^  riffht  tru^(t/  and  well 
beloved  cormnn  and  counsellors,  and  light  trusty  and  well 
beloved  counsellors^  we  greet  you  well. 
<  Understanding  how  our  bui^h  of  Edinburgh  hath  ad- 
vanced the  whole  four  yearsT  payment  of  their  taxation  at  one 
time,  thereby  expressing  their  afiection  to  our  servtoe,  tend- 
ing chiefly  to  the  honour  and  preservation  of  that  our  ancient 
kingdom ;  and  in  regard  the  same  hatli  been  done  freely  of  . 
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themselves,  seeking  only  how  to  please  us,  and  not  to  con- 
fonn  themselves  to  otiiers  who  are  not  so  forward  in  8o  good 
A  cause,  we  have  taken  it  exceedingly  well  at  their  hands; 
and  therefore  our  pleasure  is,  that  yon  cause  insert  the  same 
deed  of  theirs  in  your  books  of  counsel,  that  it  may  serve  as 
a  discharge  for  the  payment  of  their  taxation  due  at  this 
tiine  to  usy  and  may  remain  upon  record^  as  a  grateful  testi- 
inony  of  tlieir  voluntary  affection  to  our  said  servioe,  whereof 
we  will  never  be  anmindful.  So  we  bid  you  farewell.' 
From  oar  court  at  WiuwntAn,  the  12lA  ef/tii^,  16S6. 

The  Idngi  in  grateful  remembrance  of  the  service  lately 
done  him  by  the  Edinbui^^hersy  honoured  them  by  a  present 
of  a  sword  and  gown,  to  be  carried  before,  and  worn  by  their 
Lord  Provost,  as  will  appear  by  the  fellowing  letter. 

Chables  R. 

Trusty  and  weU  behvedf  tpe  greet  you  v$lL 

1627      *  perceived  by  tlie  efiects,  your  affection 

to  our  servioe^  whereof  we  will  not  be  unmindful 
when  further  occasion  shall  ofler,  whereby  we  may  express 
our  reapect  unto  you.  We  have  sent  you  a  token  of  our 
favour,  a  sword  and  gown  to  be  worn  by  your  Provost,  at 
such  times,  and  in  such  manner  as  was  appointed  by  our  late 
dear  father.  As  you  have  begun  to  be  careful  in  our  semce, 
we  do  not  doubt  but  you  from  time  to  time  continue  to 
do  the  like;  and  >]jecially  in  giving  \m\r  l)est  furtherance, 
in  so  far  as  you  can  conveniently  do  to  bir  J  araes  Baillie  of 
Lochend,  Knight,  who  is  to  advance  divers  great  sums  of 
money  for  our  important  and  urgent  service  abroad.  And 
likewise  that  yon  encourage  our  remanent  boroughs  to  do  the 
likei  and  to  pay  such  part  of  the  tajutions  as  are  |o  be  paid 
by  them,  with  all  convenient  diligence  that  possibly  can  be 
used;  which  recommending  unto  your  serious  care,  and 
which  we  will  take  as  acceptable  service  done  by  you  unto  ns; 
we  bid  yon  fiuewell.' 

FkOB  oar  comrt  at  Kbwiiakxbt,  tlie  tblrd  of  Jforeft,  1627. 
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At  this  time,  the  city  youths  were,  by  the  town  council, 
ordered  to  be  formed  into  two  coinpanies;  tliose  of  the 
tnerchants  into  one,  and  the  crafts  or  trades  into  another, 
and  each  company  to  cany  the  town's  coloon^  without  any 
other  sign  or  hedge  whatever. 

The  common  ooondly  for  putting  the  royal  precept  aibre- 
said  in  ezecntioiiy  ordered  that  the  Lord  Provoety  Bailies, 
Dean  of  Gnild^  Tkvasnrery  and  old  Frovosty  to  wear  scarlet 
gowns  at  certain  times,  according  to  the  pattern  lately  sent 
by  the  kin^j^  and  appointed  a  sword-bearer  to  hear  the  said 
avoKd.** 

ttto8r«9l<t         9i  itohfrt  ttrncf » 

Robert  Bruce,  whose  name  luis  been  already  men- 

1681« 

tioned  in  the  quarrel  of  James  VI.,  witli  the  Edin- 
burgh ministers,  was  born  in  and  was  educated  at  the 
Universi^  of  Edinburgh.  In  1587  he  came  from  St. 
Andrews,  with  Andrew  Melville  to  £dinbargh,  and  was 
chosen  minister  to  succeed  Lawson,  the  successor  of  John 
Knox.  In  1590,  at  the  coronation  of  Ann  of  Denmaric,  the 
Queen  of  James  VI.,  he  had  the  honour  of  placing  the 
crown  on  her  head  at  Holyrood.  In  1598  he  became  min- 
ister of  the  Litde  Kirk,  Edinburgh.  He  offended  the  King 
by  refusing  to  return  thanks  ^r  his  delivery  firom  the  Gow- 
rie  conspiracy,  as  he  entertained  doubts  of  the  treason,  and 
he  was  then  prohibited  preaching  in  Edinburgh,  or  even 
Scotland.    Bruce  died  in  1631. 


Charles  1.  paid  liis  first  visit  to  Edinb\irirh,  and 
made  his  public  entry  to  the  Scottish  capital,  15th 
June  1633.   He  was  received  with  a  protiision  of  gaudy 
preparations,  and  three  days  after  was  crowned  King  of  Soot^ 
land,  at  Holyrood. 

These  occasional  vidts  of  the  sovmign  were  not  without 
theur  use,  making  Edinburgh  feel  that  she  was  still  the  capi- 
tal of  an  ancient  kingdom. 
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'^In  1636y  the  Council^  thinking  that  the  place 
wh«re  was  the  new  lower  ootirt,  west  the  great  lodg- 
ing and  private  schools  of  the  CoUege,  being  then  a  niimber 
of  baggage  thatched  honses  before  the  gate^  was  tinseemlj, 
and  made  the  enclosure  of  the  College  disproportional, 
wanting  a  canton  upon  that  qnartery  caused  buy  the  right 
of  these  houses,  and  thrown  ^em  down,  intending  to  dnw 
the  building  west,  by  a  straight  line  from  the  Bell-stair  to 
the  Horse  Wynd,  and  thence  turning  an  angle  to  the  Pot- 
terrow  Port,  as  now  in  some  good  measure  was  performed. 
For  advancing  of  this  work,  this  year,  in  January,  Mr. 
James  Keith  of  Edmonston  gave  to  the  City  Treasurer  500 
roerks  for  tlie  use  of  the  College."* 

The  Magistrates  of  Edinburgh  bought  the  Canongate 
and  part  of  Broughton,  adjoining  the  river  of  Leith,  and  the 
Fleasanee,  firom  the  Earl  of  Roxbnig^  in  1636. 

The  celebrated  Golden  Charter,  granted  by  James  VL,  as 
already  narrated,  to  the  aty  of  Edinbuigh^  mnst  have  been 
a  snlject  of  great  jealousy  in  some  qoarters,  and  influence 
seems  to  have  been  used  with  ^e  Town  Council  to  agree  tu 
some  modifications  of  it,  as  we  find  Chailes  I.  in  1636, 
<Xi anting  as  it  were  a  new  golden  charter  to  Edini)urgh, 
which  will  he  laid  before  our  readci*s  among  the  Instorical 
documents  at  the  end  oi  tliis  Part — the  two  together  fonii 
an  interesting  historical  detail  of  the  various  immunities  and 
privileges  granted  by  the  different  sovereigns  of  Scotland  to 
the  city  of  Fdinburgh. 

The  favourite  scheme  of  Charles  L  was  to  assimi- 
late  the  ehorch  govenmient  of  Scotland  with  that  of 
Enghuid,  by  estabUshiDg  Epiacopacy  and  Introdocing  the 
Ltiturgy. 

Sabbathi  Sdd  July,  1637,  was  appointed  as  the  day  for 
the  first  reading  of  the  liturgy  in  St.  Giles's  church, 
hut  when  the  Dean  of  Edinburgh  appeared  in  his  surplice, 
and  beguji  to  read  the  service,  an  upruar  ensued,  and  an 
•  Cr^ufurd'f  H'mUjry  of  t]i«  UniTen^ty  of  £diiiburgh. 
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old  woman  called  Jenny  Geddesy  a  name  now  famous  m 
Scottish  histoiy,  threw  her  stool  at  the  Bishop— thus  com- 
mencing a  religions  and  civil  war,  which  ended  only  with 
the  trial  and  decapitation  of  Charles  L,  or  rather  with  the 
expulsion  of  the  House  of  Stuart. 

In  the  folIowin<r  year,  numbers  of  tlic  nobility, 
gentry,  and  ull  ranks  in  Scotland,  repaired  to  Edin- 
burgh, and  entered  into  a  mutual  agreement  or  contraet, 
celebrated  in  Scottish  liiston' — called  tlie  ^oleum  Leap-ne 
and  Covenant,  which  was  a  declaration  of  their  faith,  in  re- 
ligious matters,  and  their  detennination  to  resist  Popery.  It 
was  very  numerously  signed  by  immense  masses  of  the  peo- 
ple at  the  Greyfriars  churchyard,  and  was  written  on  a  large 
skin  or  sheet  of  purchment. 

On  S2d  Jannaiy  1639,  Charles  L  wrote  the  Town 
Council  from  Whitehall,  desiring  them  to  admit  some 
men  and  ammunition  which  he  had  sent  to  the  Castle.  This 
they  did  on  12th  February,  ordering  the  citizens  to  attend 
them,  in  their  best  armour,  on  the  occasion.  Though  remon- 
strating with  the  King,  that  some  of  the  men  he  had  sent  were 
not  natives  of  Scotland,  he  answered  by  saying  that  all  born 
in  Kno;latid,  since  the  union  of  the  Crowns,  were  accounted 
as  "natives  of  our  realm  of  Scotland" — and  at  this  critical 
period  he  was  evidently  very  anxious  to  propitiate  the 
Town  Council  of  £jdinbnr(:r]i,  and  so  great  was  thought 
the  danger  of  commotions  in  Edinbui'gh,  that  the  Council, 
on  4th  March,  ordered  three  hundred  men  to  be  levied  to 
guard  the  city  by  day  and  night,  and  the  same  year  Charles 
sent  the  Marquis  of  Hamflton  to  Scotland,  as  Commissioner 
to  represent  him  both  in  Parliament  and  at  the  General 
Assembly,  and  to  treat  with  the  Covenanters. 

The  Marquis  of  Hamilton  found  great  multitudes  assem- 
bled in  Edinburiffh ;  tlie  city  sent  deputies  to  him  at  Dal- 
keith, inviting  hiui  to  lodge  at  the  palace  of  Holyrood-house, 
to  which  lie  proceeded,  accompanied  by  preat  numbers  of 
the  nobility  and  gentiy,  but  his  negotiations  were  thutiesj«« 
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and  he  had  to  return  disappointed  to  liondon.  Charles 
Bobseqtiently  despatched  him  with  troops  to  Scotland. 

Edmbnigfi  Castle  had  been  attacked  by  General  Lealiei 
and  afbr  a  short  parley,  a  petard  was  broo^t  to  the  enter 
gate^  whkh  was  unmediatelj  blown  open,  axes  and  hani> 
men  demollshod  the  inner  gate,  and  in  less  than  half  an 
lunur  the  Oovenanten  obtained  poesesrion  of  the  Castle,  Slst 
March  1639,  without  the  loss  of  a  man;  but  on  tlie  22d 
June  follu\\  ing,  it  surrendered  to  the  Marquis  oi  Hamilton, 
who  re-a[)pointed,  as  governor  of  that  fortress,  General  Ruth- 
ven,  now  created  a  peer  under  the  title  of  Lord  Ettrick. 

At  the  meeting  of  Parliament  in  July,  Kuthven  cannon- 
aded the  town,  and  killed  some  of  the  inhabitants,  and  on  his 
refusing  to  surrender  to  any  order  but  the  King's,  he  was 
besieged  in  due  form,  batteries  being  erected  a^nst  the 
Castle  on  the  Castb  Hill— in  Gfeyfinam  churchyard — and 
at  the  West  Kark.  The  Covenanters  afterwards  tnmed  the 
sie^  into  a  blockade^  and  after  a  brave  defence  the  garrison 
capitulated. 

Such  is  a  specimen  of  the  varied  fortunes  of  civil  war  in 
those  dajs  in  I'^Jinburgh. 

Then  atjain  in  1640,  we  find  the  Scottish  Parlia- 
ment  passing  an  act  *  declarator  of  treasf>n  ncrainst 
the  said  Lord  Ettrick,  for  his  conduct  towards  the  city  and 
citizens  while  in  command  of  the  Castle.   This  act  is  as 
follows: 

«  DECREET  and  Dedaratar  of  treason  agsms  Patrik 
Lord  £ttrik|  and  remanent  vnder  comanderis 
within  the  castle  of  Edinbugb. 

IK  THE  PARLIAMENT  haldin  ai  Edinburgh,  the 
eflevint  day  of  Jnnij,  tiie  yeir  of  Gk»d  one  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  fourtie  yeiris,  ANENT  the  sumondis,  precept. 

•  AotoofihaFttiiMiieiitsorSoollMidfiroL  V. 
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and  charge  of  treason,  raisit  and  execute  at  the  instance  of 
Robert  Lord  Burlie,  president  of  tin-  liigii  couit  of  parlia- 
ment presentlie  conveined  bv  his  ni;i jetties  speciall  authoritie 
AG  AN  IS  Patrik  Lord  Ettnkj  keijwr  of  the  castle  of  Edin- 
burgh, n?id  the  remanent  comanderis  haveing  chai'ge  vnder 
him,  within  the  said  castle  I^LAKAND  MENTIOUNE, 
That  the  estates  of  this  present  parliament  considdering,  That 
forsamekle  as  albeit  by  the  Law  of  natiounes,  The  fortes  and 
strenthb  of  «ae  fiie  kuigdome  ar  af^fKimtit  for  the  defimoe 
thereof  ag^uut  enemies  and  strangers^  and  that  by  the  lawi, 
con8titation%  and  cuatomes  of  this  kingdomey  the  castles  of 
Edinburgh  and  Dumbaitonn  as  the  keys  of  this  realme^ 
have  ever  beene  vsed  and  destinat  for  the  preservation  thetre- 
of,  and  entrusted  by  the  Kings  and  Estates  of  pailiament 
only  to  the  best  affected  natives  of  the  same,  and  that  by 
the  lawes  both  of  nations  and  municipall,  all  forraigne  gar- 
risons are  proliil litcd  to  be  imput  in  any  strenths  or  forts  for 
hurting,  destroying,  suppressing,  and  keeping  under  the 
natives  of  any  free  kingdome  least  these  strenths  destinat 
ibr  preservation  of  their  lifes  and  liberties  should  be  per- 
verted to  their  mine,  and  become  instmments  of  slaverie 
and  subjection.   Neverthelesae^  Patrik  Lord  Ettiiky  keeper 
of  the  castle  of  Edinburgh,  and  certane  other  persons  have- 
ing charge  under  him  within  the  said  castle^  hes  veceaved, 
admitted,  and  entertained  a  garrison  of  strangers  within  the 
same,  and  hes  used  all  maner  of  hostilltie  against  the  citie 
of  Edinburgh,  and  his  Majesties  goode  liedces  going  on  the 
coiiKiii  high  wayes  adjacent  theirto,  by  coniinuaJl  shooting 
muskets  and  great  ordinance  out  of  the  said  castle,  whereby 
they  have  killed  divers  j^ersons,  both  men,  women,  and 
children,  walking  and  conversing  therein^  for  their  laueful 
affiures  in  sober  and  quyet  maner;  and  mined,  demolished, 
and  spoyled  divers  honses  and  tenements  within  the  said 
citie  as  is  notourlie  knowne^  seene^  and  vndeEstoode  bj  the 
said  Estates  of  parliament.  The  whidi  acts  and  deeds,  and 
everie  one  of  thmuy  the  said  Estates,  after  mature  deliberation, 
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had  tbereanent,  have  found  and  declared  to  be  treasonable 
in  ihemaelviB;  and  the  said  Patrik  Lord  Ettrik)  and  the  re- 
nument  comanden  under  hin^  within  the  said  castle, 
throofih  doliig  thereof  to  have  eneoned,  and  deserved  the 
paines  of  high  treason  comitted  against  this  state  and  king 
dome.  And  tiierefbr%  have  ordained  a  precept  and  letters 
to  be  direct  by  ns  Bobert  Lord  Burghlie  as  president  of  this 
present  parliament,  to  the  Lyon  king  of  airines  and  his 
brethrene  conianding  them,  immediatlie  after  the  sight 
heerof,  to  passe,  wairne,  and  charge  in  name  of  the  suids 
Estats,  and  ot  us  tiie  said  Kohert  Lord  Burijlilio,  tht^  said 
Patrik  Lord  Ettrik,  keeper  of  the  castle  of  Edinburgh,  and 
the  remanent  comanders  having  charge  under  him  within 
the  said  castle;  that  immediatlie  within  24  hours,  next  after 
they  be  charged,  they  randcr,  upgive,  and  dehver  to  us  ihe 
said  Bobert  Lord  Borghlie,  in  name  of  the  said  Estates 
as  appoynted  by  them,  the  said  castle  of  £dintni||;h,  and  all 
that  is  within  the  same^  to  be  used  by  the  said  Estates  as 
they  shall  think  roost  fitt  and  expedient  for  the  i^oode  of  his 
Majestie  and  the  weill  and  safbtie  of  this  kingdome,  or  els 
compeare  personaIKe  before  the  said  Estates  of  parliament 
within  the  said  space  of  24  hours,  and  show  a  reasonable 
cause  whv  they  should  not  fh)e  the  same  with  certification, 
that  incace  of  their  disobedience  and  delaying  to  obtenij)er 
and  oboy  the  said  charge  be  the  space  forsaid,  tliat  as  tliey 
and  everie  one  of  them  have  incurred  and  deserved  the 
paines  and  punishment  of  treason,  so  the  said  Estates 
will  instantlie  proceed  against  them  and  every  one  of  them 
as  XraitorSy  and  goiltie  of  high  Treason  against  this  state 
and  kingdome^  to  the  forefimlting  of  their  lifesy  states,  and 
lands,  by  decreet  and  declarator  of  paiiiament  onlie  to  be 
disposed  npon  by  consent  of  the  said  Estates  and  oseing  of 
them  otherwayes  in  all  hostile  maner  as  open  and  manifest 
Trsitors  and  Enemies  to  the  same,  OUB  WILL  IS  faeere- 
fore,  and  wee  charge  zow  that  incontinent  thir  our  letters 
scene  yee  passe  to  the  wailes  of  the  said  castell  of  Edinburgh 
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or  mercat  croce  thairofy  baviiig  zour  full  coattes  of  annes 
openlie  dispiayed,  and  in  name  of  the  Estates  of  parliameDt, 
and  oars,  yee  perempterlic  coinand,  wairne,  and  cfaaige 
by  aonnd  of  trumpet  and  pnblike  reading  of  theae  onr  letters^ 
the  said  Patnk  Lord  Ettrik^  keeper  dT  the  said  castell  of 
Edinbni]^!  and  remanent  oomanders  having  charge  under 
him  within  the  said  castdl,  that  immedlatlie  within  twentie 
four  honres  nixt  after  they  be  charged  by  yow^  they  rander, 
vpgive,  and  deliver  to  as  in  name  of  the  said  Estats  of  par- 
liament, as  appointed  by  tlieni,  the  said  castle  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  all  that  is  within  the  same,  to  be  used  by  the 
said  Estatrs  as  they  shall  think  nu  st  fitt  and  expedient  for 
the  poodc  of  iiis  Majcstie,  and  the  weill  and  safetie  of  this 
kingdome,  or  else  compeare  personallie  before  tlie  said  Estats 
of  parliament  within  the  space  of  twentie  foure  hours,  and 
shew  a  reasonable  cause  why  they  should  not  doe  the  same, 
with  certification  that  incace  of  their  disobedience  and  de- 
laying to  cbtemper  and  obey  the  said  charge  be  the  space 
fonaid,  that  as  they  and  everie  one  of  them  have  incurred  and 
deserved  the  paines  and  punishment  of  treason;  so  the  said 
Estates  will  instantlie  proceed  against  them  and  everie  one 
of  ihem  as  Traitors  and  guiltie  of  high  Treason  against  this 
state  and  kingdome,  to  the  forefaulting  of  their  lifes,  states, 
and  lands  by  decreet  and  dcchiratur  of  parliament,  unly  to 
be  disposed  u]>un  ]>y  advice  and  consent  of  the  whole  estates, 
and  Tiseing  of  them  otherwnyes  in  all  hostile  maner,  as  open 
and  manifest  traitors  and  enemies  to  the  same;  And  that 
20W  deliver  back  these  presents  dulie  indorsed  to  the  bearer, 
to  the  doing  whereof  in  maner  forsaid,  wee,  in  name  of  the 
said  Estates,  doe  heerfoy  d^e  zow  full  and  plaine  power, 
given  and  delivered  at  Edinbuigh^  the  fyft  day  of  June 
1640« 

AND  AKBNT  the  chaige  gevin  to  the  said  Patrxk  Lord 
Ettrihy  keipar  of  the  said  castle  of  Edinburgh,  and  to  the 
remanent  comanders  having  charge  vnder  him  within  the 
samene  fibr  rendering  '^giving,  and  delyvering  to  the  said 
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Hubert  Lord  Burlie,  president  of  this  present  high  court  of 
pariiament,  in  name  of  the  saidis  estatb  of  parliament,  9B 
appoyntit  by  thame,  the  said  castle  of  Edinburgh,  and  all 
that  is  within  the  samene,  to  he  vsit  by  the  saidis  estatis  as 
thqr  sail  think  maist  fitt  and  expedient  for  the  good  of  his 
Majestae,  and  the  wefll  and  saietle  of  this  kingdomoy  within 
toentie  four  hooris  nixt  eftir  the  said  charge^  or  ellis  to  haue 
oompeirit  personallie  within  the  tamene  space  of  toentie 
four  hooris,  hefove  the  saidis  estatis  of  pariiament,  and 
shawine  ane  ressonable  caus  why  they  should  not  haue  done 
the  samene,  vvitli  ceruficatiounc,  that  iiu  aicu  of  their  disobe- 
dience, and  delaying  to  obtemper  and  obey  the  siiid  charge, 
within  the  space  foirsaid,  tlint  jus  they  and  eiierie  ane  of 
thame  had  incnrrit  and  deservit  the  panes  and  j)unislinient 
of  treason,  so  the  saidis  estats  wald  iostantlie  proceid  aganis 
thaoie  and  euerie  ane  of  tharae  as  traitors,  and  guiltie  of  hie 
treason  against  this  state  and  kingdome,  to  the  foirfaulting 
of  their  lyves,  states,  and  landis,  onlie  to  be  disposed  vpon 
hjr  the  advyis  and  consent  of  the  saidis  estates  of  parliament, 
and  vsing  of  thame  utherwajris  as  Dfen  and  manBest  traitors 
and  enemies  to  this  state  and  kingdome^  as  at  mair  lenth  is 
cont^t  in  the  said  sommondis  of  treason  and  in  the  exe- 
cotioune  of  the  charge  vsit  therevpon,  against  the  said 
Patrik  Lord  Etirik,  keipar  of  the  said  castle  of  Edinburgh, 
and  against  the  reuianent  cuuianderis,  haveing  charge 
vnder  him  within  the  samene  castle,  QUHILK  suiimndis 
of  treason,  with  the  exccutiounes  thereof  being  publietlie 
red  in  open  and  plaine  parliament,  And  the  said  Patrik 
Lord  Ettrik,  and  remanent  comanderis  vnder  him,  within 
the  foirsaid  castle  of  Edinburgh,  being  laufiillie  sumond  and 
chargit,  in  manor  and  to  the  effect  foirsaid,  war  oftymes 
pobiictlte  callit  in  open  and  plaine  parliament,  as  said  is, 
and  oompdrit  not,  QUHAIRVFON  the  estates  havemg 
tane  to  their  consideradoone  the  grondis  and  lessones  of  the 
said  mtmondis  of  treason  with  the  said  Patrik  Lord  Ettrik, 
and  remanent  comanderis  vnder  him,  thaur  disobedi^ce 
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and  contempt  of  the  foirsaid  charge  vsit  and  execute  ap'iiu> 
thame,  a^s  suitl  is,  and  of  tlu*  rortificatioune  abonewrittin, 
thereincontenit,  THE  SAIDIS  ESTATES  of  parliament 
presentlie  conveined  by  his  Majesties  special!  authorities 
liiiidis  that  the  ressones  abonementionaty  quhairvpon  the 
sumtnonds  of  treason  is  foandit  ar  reUvant,  and  saffident 
grundis  to  inferre  declarator  of  treason  and  fbrfaltor  a^^nis 
the  coutraveiiars,  AND  SUA  FINDIS  and  DECLARIS, 
That  the  said  Patrik  Lord  Ettrik,  keipar  of  the  castle  of 
Edinburgh,  and  the  remanent  comanderis  haveing  charge 
viuler  him  witlnii  the  sameiie,  and  eiuTie  ane  of  thame  hes 
incurred,  and  dest'r\  is  tlie  panes  and  punishment  of  ti*easoi), 
and  thairfoii-  ffindis  and  declaris  tlianie,  and  euerie  ane  of 
thame,  to  be  traitors  and  guiltie  of  hii^di  treason,  againis  the 
state  and  kingdom,  to  the  foirfaultini;  of  thair  l^vcs,  states, 
and  landis,  to  be  disposed  vpon  be  the  kingis  majestiei  be 
the  advyis  and  consent  of  the  saidis  estates  of  parliament, 
and  utherwayisy  to  be  vsit  as  open  and  manifest  traitors,  and 
enemies  to  this  state  and  kingdome,  as  said  is,  BEOAUS 
the  foirsaid  summondis  of  treason,  being  fund  Belivant  be 
the  said  estates  of  parliament,  and  warrand  being  gevin 
thereby  to  the  Ljonn  king  at  armes,  and  his  brethren  her- 
auldis  and  pnrsevantis,  to  pa.s  to  the  wallis  of  the  said  castle 
of  Etlinhnrgh,  or  inercate  croce  thereof,  haveing  thair  full 
roates  of  amies  o])enlie  displayed,  ami  in  name  of  the  saidis 
estates  of  parliament,  to  j)eremptor]ie  comand,  wanie,  and 
charge,  by  sound  of  trumpet  and  publict  reidding  of  tlie 
said  sumondis,  the  said  Patrik  Lord  Ettrik,  and  remanent 
coramandcris  haveing  charge  vnder  him,  within  the  said 
castle  of  Edinburgh,  to  rander,  vpgive,  and  delyver  the  said 
castle,  with  aU  that  is  within  the  samene,  to  the  sud  Robert 
Lord  Burlie^  in  name  of  the  saidis  estates  of  parliament, 
within  tuentie  four  houris  nixt  efter  the  said  charge,  or  ellis 
to  hane  compeirit  personalfie  within  the  samene  space,  befere 
the  saidis  estates  of  parliament,  and  sliawine  ane  ressonable 
caus  quhy  the  samene  sould  not  be  done  with  certificatioune 
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before  reheanit.  AND  aooording  to  the  fmnaid  sumondU 
and  waifand,  John  MalodUne  Bos,  herauld,  and  John  Sawer 
Ganrik,  punnevanty  with  their  foil  ooates  of  arinet  openlie 
displayed,  in  name  of  the  saidis  estates  of  pariiament,  being 

a]3proaching  toward  the  said  castle  of  Edinburgh,  vpon  the 
tiyil't  day  of  .luuij  instant,  they  war  debarrit  tra  having 
acces  thairto,  be  the  said  Patrik  Lord  Ettrik,  and  reni.ment 
coraanders  vnder  him  vvithni  the  samene,  (^uiiairvpou,  tiiey 
past  iinediatlie  tbereftir  vpon  the  said  iiyitl  day  ot  Junij 
instant,  to  the  mercate  croce  of  Edinburgh,  and  thair  having 
thair  full  coatea  of  armes  openlie  displayed,  and  in  name  of 
the  saidis  eatates,  thej  pemnptorlie  cdinandit,  wamit,  and 
diafgit  b^  sound  of  trumpet^  and  puljiot  xeiding  of  the  foir- 
aaid  samondis  of  treason^  the  said  Patrik  Lord  £ttrik|  keipar 
of  the  ibinaid  castle  of  Eidinburgh,  and  lemanent  comanders 
having  charge  vnder  him  within  the  samene^  To  haue 
Bandert,  vpgevin,  and  deljverit  the  foirsaid  castle,  with  all 
that  is  within  the  samene,  or  ellis  to  haue  com})eirit  person- 
allie  before  the  estates  of  parliament,  aiid  sliawine  ane  res- 
souabie  cans  in  the  GX)ntrair,  In  maner  to  the  eftect,  and  with 
certificatiouno  before  rehearsit,  As  the  said  siirnondis  of 
treason  and  exccutiounc,  thereof  beans,  quhilk  executioune 
was  also  intimate  to  David  Scrymgeor,  Constable,  in  name 
of  the  said  Lord  Ettrik  at  the  castle  isett  (becaus  the 
said  lord  refuised  the  same,  and  ane  copie  thereof  offered  to 
hnn  be  Major  Cynighamei  as  was  verified  and  notorlie 
knawin  lo  the  parliament  And  the  said  Patrik  Lord  Ettrik, 
and  remanent  comanderis  havuig  charge  vnder  him,  within 
the  said  castle  of  Bdlnbnrgh,  being  stia  lanfnilie  chargit,  in 
maner  as  is  before  declarit,  and  being  this  day  of^  tymes 
callit  in  open  and  plaine  parliament,  ihvy  nor  nane  of 
thame  did  (  oiiipeer,  nather  to  give  obedience  to  the  foAisaid 
charge,  nor  to  shaw  anie  ressonable  cans  quhairfoir  they 
sould  not  give  obedience  thereto,  hot  failzet  tliereintill,  as 
was  cleirlie  vnderstand  to  the  saidis  estatis  of  parliament.  IN 
reflect  qnhairof,  and  of  the  ressonea  and  {^onndis  quhair- 
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vpoDy  the  foiisaid  samondis  of  treason  is  ndait,  qubSXk  the 
estates  fiindU  releviitt  as  said  is,  And  also  ffindis  the  satnen 
sufBcientlie  instrnctit  and  provin,  the  saidis  estatts  of  par- 
liament, FAND  that  the  said  Patrik  Lord  Ettrik,  and  re- 
manent comanderis  having  charge  vnder  him  within  the 
saM  castle  of  Edinburgh,  had  incurrit  the  panes  and  jnuiish- 
inent  of  treason,  and  declared  thame  to  be  traitors^  iu  uianer 
before  rehcarsit." 

In  1041  Charles  I.  a^in  visited  Edinburgh  to 

1641. 

meet  the  Scottish  Parliament,  and  on  this  occasion 
tlie  Town  Conncil  entertained  him  at  a  sumptuous  banqaet, 
which  cost  the  city  twelve  thousand  pounds  Scottish. 

Edinboigh  appears  originallj  to  have  been  only  one 
parish,  but  in  1584  the  Magistrates  and  Council  agreed  that 
the  city  should  be  divided  into  fovar  paxishesy  each  to  have  a 
church  ;  and  in  1641  it  was  further  agreed  that  the  town 
should  be  divided  into  six  parishes^  with  churches  and  mini- 
sters to  each. 

The  early  ministers  of  the  city  had  manses  assigned  to 
them  in  the  Parliament  Close  or  Square,  but  in  the  time 
of  James  VI.  these  were  given  up,  and  the  clergy  afterwards 
had  their  residences  in  what  part  of  the  city  they  pleased. 

In  November  1641,  the  Scottish  Parliament  passed  the 
following  acty*  appointing  Alexander,  Earl  of  Leven,  gov* 
emor  of  Edinbnigh  Castle: 

'^ACT  In  iavore  of  the  Erie  of  Levin  for  keiping 
of  the  castell  of  Edinburgh. 

THE  QUHILK  DAY,  the  Kin  iris  Majcstie,  mth  the  ad- 
vyce  and  approbation  of  the  estates  of  jtai  liinnent,  nominat 
and  elected  /Vlexander,  Erie  of  Levin,  Lord  Generall,  to  be 
capitane  and  keiper  of  the  Castell  of  Edinburgh,  to  whome 
his  Majestie,  with  advyse  and  approbation  foirsaid,  committts 

«  Acts  of  the  PuUsmenli  of  flcotfand,  voL  v. 
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the  ciutodie  and  keiping  of  the  aaid  Castelli  and  gives  and 
dispones  to  him  as  capitane  and  helper  thereof,  the  haill 
rentis,  dewties,  liberties^  and  priviledges  belonging  and  ap- 
perteining  thairto^  to  be  broikit  and  intromettit  with  be  him 

in  tyme  comeing  ffor  the  keiping  of  the  said  Castell;  quhilk 
castoll,  his  Majestic,  with  advyce  and  approbatioun  of  the 
saidis  estates  of  parliament,  ordeanes  to  be  put  and  keipit  in 
the  roiiditioun  tlie  samen  was  betoire  the  late  tnibles.  And 
tiiairtbire  ordaines  the  said  Castell  to  be  delyvcnt  to  the  said 
Alexander,  erle  of  Levin,  and  he  put  in  possession  thereof/* 
In  1643  Ciiarles's  affair*  being  in  a  flourishing 

condition  in  England^  from  successes  he  had  ob- 
tained over  the  Parliamentary  army ;  the  English  Parlia* 
ment  applied  to  the  Scottish  Estates  for  aid^  which  they 
granted.  Charles,  feeling  the  importance  of  having  EkUn* 
burgh  in  hia  interests,  addressed  a  most  flattering  letter  to 
the  chief  MagtstrntOy  asking  him  to  call  together  his  fellow- 
citizens,  "  and  to  put  them  in  mind  of  the  many  favours  our 
Town  of  Edinburgh  hath  received  from  us."  But  tlie  rul- 
ing powers  in  Edinburgh  could  not  trust  the  kini„%  and, 
abiding  by  their  enr^afrenients  with  the  Committee  of  Es- 
tates, ordered  a  regiment  of  toot  of  1,200  men  to  be  raised ; 
and  for  the  greater  despatch  in  this  matter,  issued  a  procla- 
mation reqniring  that  all  men  in  Edinburgh,  6t  to  bear 
arms,  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  sixty,  should  assem- 
ble in  the  Grieyfiiars^  chorch-yaid,  at  eight  o'clock  .in  the 
morning  of  the  following  Monday,  in  their  best  militaiy  ao- 
coatrements. 

Edinburgh  snflbred  severely  ftom  the  plague  in 

1645.  so  mnch  so  that  it  was  sidd  there  were  scarcely 
sixty  men  left  capable  of  defending  the  citv,  tlicicfbre, 
on  the  Marquis  of  Montrose  writing  the  Magistrates  and 
Council  from  his  camp  at  Bothwell,  19th  August  1645, 
after  he  had  routed  the  anny  of  the  Covenanters  at  Kil- 
syth, they  had  no  choice  but  to  submit  to  iiis  requisition  for 
the  immediate  liberation  of  the  Earl  of  Crawfurd,  Lord 
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Ogilvie,  and  others,  whom  they  had  dotaiued  as  piiaonen 
in  the  Xolbooth  of  Ediubargh. 

Akzander  Hencbnoiii  the  hero  of  the  period  that 

1646* 

has  been  called  the  Seeond  Refbnnation  in  Scotland, 

was  bom  1583.  lie  was  educated  at  St.  Andrews,  and  be- 
came Professor  of  Pliilosophy  there.  He  afterwards  was  mini- 
ster of  Leuchars.  The  tyrannical  attempt  of  Charles  I.  to 
lorce  the  EugUsh  Litur^v  and  f^piseopacv  upon  Scotland 
roused  Henderson  from  liis  privacy.  He  was  ordered  to  pur- 
chase two  copies  of  the  Liturgy  for  the  use  of  his  parish  witliin 
fifteen  days,  under  pain  of  rebellion.  He  forthwith  went  to 
Edinburgh,  and  represented  to  the  Privy  Council  that  the 
Church  of  Scotland  was  free  and  independent^  and  conld  not 
be  forced  to  adopt  such  steps.  This  bold  oondnct  checked 
the  illegal  proceedings.  The  National  Covenant  of  1580  was 
renewed.  The  docnment  was  drawn  up  by  Hendenon^and 
he  addressed  an  immense  mnhitade  assembled  in  ihe  Grej- 
friars  churchyard.  He  was  now  the  leader  of  tlie  staunch 
Presbyterians  in  Scotland,  and  presided  as  Moderator  of  the 
celebrated  General  Assembly  held  at  Glasgow  1  f>38,  where 
he  had  to  oppui>e  all  the  courtly  influence,  headed  by  the 
Marquis  of  Hamilton,  and  was  soon  after  appointed  first 
minister  in  Edinburgh,  In  1639  he  presided  in  his  clerical 
capadtjr  at  the  opening  of  the  Scottish  Parliament,  and  the 
following  }'ear  was  chosen  Principal  of  the  Univosity  of 
JSdinbnigh.  Ue  attended  the  great  Westminster  Assembly 
in  164dy  and  took  an  active  part  in  its  deliberations.  He 
died  19th  Augnst  1646^  and  was  bnried  in  the  Qre^finars 
efanrchyard,  where  a  monnment  is  erected  to  his  memory. 
Grainger,  an  impartia]  evidence^  because  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  England,  characterises  him  thus :  "  Alexander 
Henderson,  the  chief  of  the  Scottish  clerg\',  was  learned, 
eloi^uenty  and  polite ;  and  perfectly  well  versed  in  the  know- 
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ledge  of  matikitid.  He  was  at  the  helm  of  affairs  in  the 
Greneral  Assemblies  in  Scotland,  and  was  sent  into  £ng)imd 
In  the  double  capadtj  of  a  divine  and  plenipotentiaiy*  He 
knew  how  to  rouse  the  people  to  war  or  negodate  a  peace. 
Whenever  he  preached  it  was  to  a  crowded  audience ;  and 
when  he  pleaded  or  Bigned,  he  was  regarded  with  mate 
aUention.** 

The  following  are  the  inscripfionfi  sculptured  on  Hender- 
son's monument  in  the  Greyfriars: — 

D.  AI.EXANBBB  HENDEnBOir. 

Mernona'  sacrum  D.  Alexandri  Hendersoni,  re^i  a  sacris, 
fkUiiburg^nsis  eccle^iiB  pastoris,  ibidem  academiae  rectonK, 
academise  Andreans  alamni,  amplificatoru,  patroni. 

Qui  contra  gmssantes  per  fraudem  et  tyrannidem  prselatos, 
Ubertatis  et  dkciplins  eccleeiasticsB  pn^ngnator  iuit  aoerri- 
mus;  soperstitionis  juxta  ac  snocrescentium  sectarum  mal- 
leosy  religionis  cultAsque  divini  purioris  vindex  et  aniertor 
constantisrimus:  in  quse^  com  omni  eura  et  co|ptatione  in- 
cnmbens,  assidnos,  cum  In  patruii  tum  in  vicino  Anj^ 
ref^o,  labores  ecclesise  utiles,  mbi  gloriosos  exantlavit,  ex- 
tremuiii  spiritum  effudit,  die  19  Augusti,  1(>4G,  setatis  G3. 

Translated  thus, 

Sacred  to  tlie  memory  of  Mr.  Alexander  Henderaon, 
chaplain  to  the  King,  minister  at  Edinburgh,  and  principal 
of  the  college  there.  He  was  educated  at  the  university  of 
St.  Andrew's,  to  which  he  was  a  bountiiiil  patron  and 
generous  benefactor. 

He  was  a  most  diligent  defender  of  the  freedom  and  dia- 
dpline  <f  the  cfaorch,  against  the  fraud  and  tyranny  of  fii- 
rioua  pielales;  a  anppressor  of  anperatition  and  growing 
aectariesy  a  maintainer  and  oooBtant  aaserter  of  religion  and 
the  purest  worship  of  God:  upon  whidi,  when  he  had  ex~ 
erted  himself  with  care  and  judgment,  and  laboured  inde- 
futigably  both  in  tiii^  kiiigdum  and  that  ui  Kngiand,  for  the 
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service  of  the  church  and  his  own  honour,  he  departed  tills 
life  on  the  19th  of  Augnst,  1646,  and  of  his  age  63. 

On  the  Wettem  tide  of  the  MonumetU. 

Beideiv  bedew  tbine  eyes, 

Not  ibr  the  dutt  here  lies. 
It  qirioken  ahall  again. 

And  aye  in  joy  remain: 
But  for  thyself  the  ohnrob  and  state's, 

Whose  woes  this  dust  pragneeticates. 

On  the  Southern  ^ide, 

Hano  qnisquis  umam  traaiens  ^leetavwis, 

No  negligenter  aspice; 
Hie  busta  magiii  cemia  Hendenoni, 
Pietatis  noe  bttstam  vides. 

TVanslated  thus: 

No  negrligeiit  spectator  may 

Look  oil  this  touili  at  all; 
This  tomb  of  greatest  Henderson, 

And  duty  we  may  call. 

Oh  the  NorOm  Sieh. 

Vir  fuit  di\  inus  ac  plane  eximius,  et  ornni  virtutuia  gcncre, 
tani  pietate,  inipiiniis  eniditionc,  prudeiitia  illustris;  Regi 
serenissiino  et  utrius(jue  rerrm  ijriliiiibus  juxta  diarus;  cui  hoc 
monumentum,  pietatis  ^''>?'^>  crigendum  curavit  G corpus 
HendcrsoimB,  ex  iratre  nepos,  ipse  sibi  eteraum  in  auimia 
bonomm  reliqoit. 

Transktion: 

He  WM  troly  ft  flodly  and  greet  man,  iUuatrions  in  virtne^ 
piety>  leeming  and  pradenoe;  equally  beloved  by  the  King 
and  states  of  both  kingdoms:  To  whom,  Geoige  Henderson, 
his  nephew  by  hb  brother,  eansed  erect  this  moirameiit,  as 
a  nncere  token  of  his  affection;  the  deceased  having  left  his 
own  memorial  in  the  minds  of  aU  good  men. 
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I6i6w  ^^^'i^^  having  arrived  at  Newcastle  with  his 
tn>o|M^  proposab  were  made  to  him  Ibr  a  lettle- 
mant  of  all  differenoeB  with  his  subjects.  The  Town  Coun- 
cil of  Edinbutgh  adcbessed  him  by  petition  to  the  same 
efiect,  this  being  a  juncture  of  time  at  which  they  conceived 
both  Parliaments  were  to  give  in  propositions  ''for  ane 
happie  peace." 

The  Town  Council  ordered  the  sum  of  five  liun- 
dred  inerks  to  he  paid  to  James  Gordon,  Minister 
of  Kothieuiay,  for  liis  pains  and  trouble  in  making  an  excel- 
lent draught  or  view  of  Edinl)uri_di  in  1(>47.  This  produc- 
tion of  Gordon's  was  very  creditable  to  the  state  of  the 
arts  in  Scotland  at  that  period. 

In  May  1648,  the  Scottish  Parliament  passed  the 
following  act,*  appointing  the  Town  Council  a  Com* 
mittee  of  War  within  themselves  in  those  troublous  times: 


ACT  appoynting  the  Provest,  BaillteSi  and  Connoell 
of  Edinburgh,  to  be  ane  Committee  of  Warre  within 
themselves. 


FORSAMICKLE  as  the  Estates  of  Parliament,  taking 
into  their  consideration,  that  in  their  noiiiination  and  aj)- 
pojmting  of  the  Committees  of  Warre  in  the  several  shires 
of  t)ie  kingdom,  to  burgh  and  land,  there  is  none  appointed 
for  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh :  to  be  upon  the  Committee  of 
Warre  of  the  sheriffdom  of  JEklinburgh,  within  the  whiik  it 
lies,  and  herewith  also  considering  that  the  Majestrates  of 
£duibuigh  are  Sheriff  within  themselves;  and  that  the 
town  with  the  pendicles  thereof  Canogate^  I^eith^  and  the 
peitinenti  whilks  are  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Magis* 
tficie  of  Edinburgh^  is  so  considerable^  that  it  is  expedient 
and  necessary  ibr  the  gnid  of  the  subjects  service,  that  the 
Fhivest,  Baylies^  and  Councell  of  Edinburgh,  sail  be  ane 


*  Acta  of  the  PMrluuiMnts  of  Scotland,  voL  vi. 
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Oommittee  of  Warre  within  themselves,  and  the  jurisdiction 
for  the  town  of  Edinburgh,  Canogate,  including  Pleasance, 
South  and  North  Leiths,  and  haill  pendicles  belonging  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  and  Magistrats 
thereof  reserving  to  the  Shire  in  relation  to  the  Levies, 
Brughtoun,  and  Cannomylnes  or  any  other  place  to  land- 
wart,  which  formerly  put  out  men  with  tlie  Shii-e,  ThtTf- 
fore  the  saitls  Estates  of  Parliament,  do  hereby  nominate, 
appoint,  and  authorize,  the  Provost,  Bailies,  and  Councell 
of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  an  Committee  of  War 
from  the  Parliament  for  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  Can- 
nogat|  including  Pleasance,  South,  and  North  Leithes,  and 
hail  parts  and  ix^ndicles  thereof,  respective  belonging  to  the 
burgh  of  Edinburgh  and  jurisdiction  thereof,  and  hail  inha- 
bitants of  the  samine  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Ma- 
gistrates of  Edinburgh,  reserving  to  the  Shire  as  is  above 
written;  and  the  Estates  hereby  grants  the  like  power, 
libertie  and  priviledges  to  the  saids  Provest,  Bailies,  and 
Councell  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  an  Committee  of  War  witliin 
iliemselves  as  said  is;  as  is  grantml  or  any  wayes  belongs 
to  the  Committees  of  War  of  tli  '  several  Shires  of  tlit* 
Kingdom,  and  according  to  the  tenour  of  the  act  made  in 
this  present  parliament,  anent  the  putting  of  the  Kingdom 
in  a  posture  of  defence.  And  nominating  the  Committees 
of  War  in  the  severall  Shires  thereof* 
^  ^  Affairs  appearing  in  September  1 648^  very  ^oomy 
towards  Charleses  interests,  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
Lord  Loudoun,  mrdtiftA  the  Lord  Provost  to  call  a  meeting  of 
Council)  which  he  (Loudoun)  attended,  acquainting  them  with 
the  danger  of  the  king  and  country,  and  calling  on  them  to 
raise  a  regiment  of  500  or  600  men,  and  to  provide  for  their 
maintenance  for  a  short  time,  they  having  the  nomination 
of  the  officers.  This  they  agreed  to,  thou^di  setting  rather 
slowly  about  it.  Lord  Loufioun  sent  them  a  threatening 
message,  which  had  the  effect  of  spurring  them  on,  and  they 
then  within  three  days  raised  a  regimeut  of  600  men,  each 
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man  being  allowed  eightpenoe  a-day  of  pay,  and  a  moDtU'i 
pay  in  adnuioey  with  bagg^  horns.  This  ragimeDl  was 
sent  to  Falldik. 

The  town  of  Edinburgh  bought  the  soperiority  of  Ports* 
burgh,  being  that  part  now  called  the  West  Port,  lying 
to  the  west  of  the  Giassmarket,  in  1648^  from  a  person  of 
the  name  of  Hepburn. 

Utogri^u  iitotue  of  Cftorge  DOkAyU. 

George  Gillespie  was  b<jrn  in  Fife,  1(>13.  When 
~  *  tutor  in  Lord  Oassillis'  family,  lie  wrote  a  work 
which  became  celebrated,  Dispute  against  the  English 
Popish  Ceremonies  obtrmU  d  upon  the  Church  of  Scotland." 
Ue  became  minister  of  Wemyss^  1638.  On  12th  Sept. 
1641,  he  pfeaehed  befim  Charles  I.  at  the  Abbey  church 
of  Holyroody  Edinbnrghi  and  the  following  year  he  was  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  ministers  of  the  city.  He  was  one  of  the 
fonr  ministers  sent  by  the  Church  of  Scotland  to  the  West- 
minster Assembly,  1643.  He  was  Moderator  of  the  General 
Assembly  1648,  and  died  16th  December  of  tlie  same  year. 

The  English  Parliament  brought  ihtir  sovereign 
to  trial,  condemned  and  beheaded  him  2dth  Jan. 
1649,  and  established  a  republic. 

Scotland  took  a  different  course  for  a  season. 

On  5th  February  1649)  the  Earl  of  Loudoun,  equipped 
in  a  robe  of  black  velvet,  at  the  Cross  of  Edinburgh,  read 
the  prockmation  of  Charles  II.,  as  king  of  ScotUmd, — 
the  Isla  and  Snowdon  heralds  assisting  on  the  occasiDn. 
Before  obtaining  the  crown  of  Scotland^  Charles  had  to 
adopt  the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant,  and  the  Scottish 
Parliament  abolished  that  grioTance, — ^Patronage  in  the  Kirk. 

Edinborgh  seems  now  to  have  joined  somewhat  heartily 
in  the  Royal  cause,  and  agreed  to  furnisli  a  quota  of  1,200 
men  ;  but  on  account  of  the  recent  ravages  of  the  plague, 
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the  population  being  reduced,  this  was  commuted  into  pay- 
ing forty  thousand  pounds,  Scottish  money  (£3^300  ster- 
ling)— a  sum  borrowed  for  the  purpose^  though,  on  the  sub- 
sequent royal  disasters^  the  CouncU  repudiated  the  debt. 

iStogt apiju  XoUa  of  2tlSiniam  Brummoniv. 

William  Drummond  of  Hawthorn d»  n,  noar  Ediii- 

1649* 

burgh;  the  celebrated  ]»)et,  was  })()rn  l.Htli  Dec. 
1585.  He  was  educated  both  at.  the  Hi«rli  school  and  Univer- 
sity of  Edinburgh,  he  was  then  sunt  to  Frajiee  to  study  civil 
law,  but  on  the  death  of  his  father,  Sir  John  Drummond,  he 
left  professional  pursuits  and  became  a  counti^  gentleman, 
residing  at  his  lovely  and  romantic  seat  of  Hawthomden. 
The  celebrated  Ben  Jonson  visited  him  there  in  1618,  and  be 
proposed  writmg  a  poetical  work,  to  be  entitled  the  "  Dis- 
covery of  Edinburgh." 

Drummond  was  repeatedly  summoned  to  Edinburgh  as 
a  malignant ;  for  writing  satirical  verses  and  other  compo- 
sitions during  the  troublesome  times  of  Charles  I.  He  died 
4tli  December  1649.  He  wrote  a  lii^toncal  work  entitled 
the  "  Histor}'  of  the  Five  Jameses,  Kings  of  bcotlund,*' 
which  was  published  after  his  death. 

The  gallant  and  chivalrous,  but  mistaken  Mar- 

1690 

quis  of  Montrose,  having  received  a  commisstoii  as 
Captain-generali  made  a  descent  on  Scotland  in  favour  of 
Charles,  was  captured  and  brought  to  £dinbuigh  under 
humiliating  circumstances,  18th  May  1650.  The  Magis- 
trates and  city  guaxd  met -him  at  die  Water  Chite,  near 
Holyrood,  and  conducted  him  through  the  dty  with  craei 
parade,  placing  him  on  a  hurdle  with  a  high  seat,  to  which 
he  was  bound,  the  executioner  being  near  him.  Three  days 
after  he  went  to  tlie  scaifold,  dressed  in  scailet  and  gold, 
and  met  his  fate  with  great  tirmness. 
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^iograplu  Xottc^  of  ^$  ^airq[ttt0  of  ^onttofte. 

JamM  Gnham,  Marquis  cf  Montroae>  ww  bom  in 
1612.   He  was  a  man  possessed  of  great  militaij 
After  gaming  many  brilliant  victories,  he  was  de- 
feated by  Oeneral  Leslie  and  the  Covenanters  at  Philip- 

iiaugh,  13th  Sept.  1645.  He  then  came  through  a  variety 
of  political  adventures  on  the  continent,  iind  afterwards 
thought  to  restore  Charles  II.  in  Scotland,  hut  wils  cap- 
tured and  marched  to  Edinburgh,  where  he  was  executed 
as  a  traitor  21st  May,  1650. 

Olivsb  OboHWELL  having  been  now  sent  to  Scotland 
with  an  army,  crossed  the  Tweed  22d  J  u)y  1650,  and  rapidly 
advancing^  encamped  a  few  miles  south  of  Edinburgh,  near 
the  Pentland  HiUs.  He  arrived  in  the  capital  a  few  days  after. 
The  Scottish  army  tmder  Cknersl  Iieslie  were  encamped 
at  Cocstorphine,  a  village  a  little  to  the  west  of  Edinburgh, 
where  they  were  placed  in  snch  necessities  for  provisions,  thst 
the  Earl  of  Loudoun,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  wrote  to  the  Lord 
Provost,  urging  the  Council  to  send  "  bread  and  cheese,  or 
other  meat"  to  tliem.  Tliey  alterwards  intrenched  them- 
selves in  a  ibrtifu'd  camp  between  Edinburgli  and  Leith, 
with  Arthnr's  Seat  and  Salisbury  Crags  as  outposts — the 
Calton  Hill  planted  with  cannon — and  their  right  protected 
by  the  Castle* 

Leith  was  regolarly  fertified,  in  feet,  the  whole  vicinity 
of  the  city  presented  a  succession  of  batteries.  On  S9th 
July  the  English  were  partially  snccessfol  in  an  attack  upon 
ArdiuFs  Seat,  but  were  unable  to  retain  possession  of  it, 
and,  after  havmg  cannonaded  LesIie^s  left,  at  Quarryholes, 
from  St.  Anthon/s  chapel,  and  lying  a  day  and  night  ex- 
poeed  in  the  fields,  Cromwell  ordered  his  troops  to  retreat 
to  his  quarters  at  Musselburgh.  Cromwell  obtained  a  de- 
cisive victory  over  the  Scots  at  Dunbar  3d  Sept.  1650, 
taking  possession  of  Jbkiinburgh  and  Leith  within  a  week 
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thereafter.  Jskliiiburgh  Castle  surrendered  to  lum  on  2ith 
December ;  the  whole  guns  in  the  fortress  at  that  time  de- 
livwed  op  to  him,  amounting  to  sixty-seven,  including  the 
great  gun^  Mow  Meg,  After  the  battle  of  Dunbar,  the 
Elarl  of  Loudoan  agvn  wfote  the  Lord  Pnivosty  on  the  part 
of  the  Committee  of  Estates,  recommending  the  Magistrates 
to  leave  Edinbmgh  for  Stirling,  as  they  would  not  be  able 
to  advance  the  public  service  if  th^  remained  in  a  place 
« under  tiio  enemies  power.'*  This  advice  they  adopted, 
and  in  absence  of  the  Magistracy  the  inhabitants  nominated 
thirty  citizens  to  act  for  them.  From  these  occurrences 
Edinburgh  was  left  without  regular  Magistrates  for  apwards 
of  a  year. 

Newspapei^  began  to  exist  in  Ediiihurgh  about 
tlie  middle  of  the  seventeenth  oentuiy.  There  must 
have  been  some  token  of  tlieir  preparation  at  that  very 
period,  for  we  find  that  in  1650,  gazettes  or  newspapers 
were  prohibited  ftom  being  published  in  Scotland  until  they 
were  revised  by  the  Bishop  of  Edinburgh. 

In  1652,  En|i^d,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  were 
incorporated  into  one  Commonwealth  or  republic* 
Evan  Tyler,  an  Edinburgh  printer,  appears  to  have  car- 
ried on  business  at  Leith  in  1652,  and  in  November  the  same 
year,  Christopher  Higgins,  a  jjiiiiter,  came  nith  Cromwell's 
army  from  England,  and  rcpriuttd  at  Leith  a  Lomluii  iiewii- 
paper,  entitled  "  a  Diurnal  of  some  Passages  and  A jfairs.** 

  Tlie  same  individual  on  26th  October,  1653,  com- 

1698. 

menced  to  reprint  tlie  Mercurius  Politicus "  at 
Leithi  but  in  November  the  following  year,  Higgins  trans> 
ferred  his  printing-office  to  Hart's  dose,  opposite  the  Tron 
ChuEchy  Edinburgh,  where  he  continued  to  issue  this 
newspaper  till  April,  1660* 

In  September  1653,  at  the  meetbg  of  the  Coan- 

di  for  the  annual  election  of  Magistrates,  the  Lord 
Provost  produced  a  letter  from  Colonel  Lilbnme^  Comman- 
der-in-Chief in  Scotland,  intimating  that  the  Coundl  of 
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State  had  ordered  all  the  present  civil  officers  of  corpora- 
tkms  ID  Scotland  to  continue  in  office.    This  order  was 

eomi^ied  with^  and  oo  new  «l«ctioD  took  place  till 

166S. 

If)  1656  General  Monk  propoaed  to  the  titj  to 
contribute  £5^000  sterUng  to  fortify  Leith,  and  erect 
a  citadel  there.  The  Town  Council  conanUed  between  two 
and  three  hundred  of  the  most  enunent  citizens  on  this  mat- 
ter, and  the  proposition  was  i^^reed  to,  beiiit!  accompanied 
with  a  ratification  of  many  of  the  ancient  priv  ilcgc^)  ui  i^^din- 
burgh. 

General  Monk  having  left  Edinburgh  to  bring 
about  the  Restoration  of  the  monarchy,  and  matUu:s 
all  progressing  to  that  event,  tlie  Tt>wn  Council  wrote  a 
It'ttpr,  Uth  May  to  Cliarles  TI.,  by  their  To^Ti-Clcrk, 

bir  ^Vi)lia^l  Thomsuue,  who  presented  it  at  Breda.  It  was 
coached  in  flattering  and  fulsome  terms,  and  met  an  agree- 
able reception,  particularly  as  it  \vns  accompanied  with  a 
donation  of  £1,000  sterling.  The  Town  Conncil  giTC  a 
sqmptaons  baaqnet  at  the  Gross  on  the  occasion  of  the  Resto- 
ration, 29th  Kay  1660.  Soon  after  these  lejoicingB^  as  a  pre- 
lude to  what  Scotland  had  to  expect  from  the  new  regime, 
warrants  were  sent  down  ibr  apprehending  Sir  Archibald 
Johnston  of  Warriston,  Sir  John  Chieslj,  and  Sir  James 
Stewart — the  last  was  Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh,  and  was 
required,  in  virtue  of  his  office,  to  apprehend  Chiesly,  and 
ItKlge  hiin  in  the  Castle.  ITe  obeyed,  and  after  having  Sir 
John  conveyed  there  ^vas  abf>ut  to  leave,  when  lie  wrts  in- 
formed that  he  himself  was  a  prisoner.  The  frail,  aged,  and 
exoell^t  Warriston  was  executed  some  time  a  tier. 

Few  more  striking  instances  of  political 


1661* 

tnde  can  be  given  than  the  Scottish  Parliament  now 

reversing  the  sentence  and  forfeiture  of  the  Marquis  of 

Montrose^  and  re-interring  his  remains  with  g^wat  pomp  in 

the  church  of  St.  Giles ;  and  bringing  the  Marquis  of  Aigyle 

to  trial  and  ezeeution  in  Bfajr  1661,  his  head  being  exhibited 

n 
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on  the  Tolliouth  of  Edinbiirnjh,  where  Montrose's  Jiad  so 
lately  been  placed.  Argyle's  execution  was  speedily  fol- 
lowed by  that  of  James  Guthrie,  one  of  the  best  and  most 
courageous  of  the  Presbyterian  clerg}'. 

The  city  of  Edinburgh,  in  1661)  bought  the  superiority 
of  the  Kin^s  Stables,  being  part  of  the  ground  under  the 
Castle  to  the  south-east,  lying  at  the  foot  or  west  end  of  the 
Grassmaritet. 

The  first  newspaper  of  Edinburgh  manufacture, 
was  Mercurius  Caledoniu^"  which  began  8th  Jan- 
uary, 1  <')<)!,  and  was  })nnted  by  a  sioeiety  of  stationers,  in 
small  quarto  size,  and  consisted  of  eii;ht  j)a<;es.  The  editor 
was  Thomas  Sydserte,  son  of  tlie  Bi>hoj)  of  Orkney,  but  the 
publication  only  got  the  length  of  ten  numbers. 

Utiminlii  of  flrsfilr. 

Archibald  Campbell,  Marquis  of  Arg\  le,  was  born 
He  signed  the  National  Covenant  at  £din- 
bnigh,  in  1B38.  In  the  ensuing  wars  he  was  opposed  to 
the  Marquis  of  Montrose.  Argyle's  army  was  defeated 
by  that  of  Montrose,  at  Inverlochy,  2d  February,  1645,  and  in 
a  few  days  after  he  appeared  before  the  Scottish  Parliament, 
at  Edinburgh,  to  tell  the  tale  of  his  misfortunes ;  and  for* 
tnnately  for  ESdinburgh,  Montrose,  instead  of  marching 
there>  proceeded  northwards.  Ai*^1e  placed  the  crown  on 
Charles  II.'s  head,  at  Scone,  1st  January,  1650.  On  the  Re- 
storation, llitJn,  though  advised  otherwise,  he  ^vaite(I  on  the 
King  at  London,  who  ordered  him  to  the  Tower, — he  was 
then  sent  down  to  Edinburgh  Castle,  and  tried  before  the 
Scottish  Pailiament,  13th  February,  KUU.  Uis  magna- 
nimity and  calmness  at  the  trial,  and  his  innocence  of  the 
crimes  charged,  led  to  the  belief  that  he  would  have  been 
acquitted,  but  sentence  of  condemnation  was  pronounced  on 
the  25th,  and  he  was  executed  at  Edinburgh,  27th  May, 
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1661|  meeting  his  death  with  the  utmoet  toitude  and 
calinnefls* 

Argyle's  history  is  a  specimen  of  the  matabilities  of 

human  life, — *  and  cares  and  toils  in  endless  round  encom- 
pass all  our  ways.'  He  was  buned  at  the  fauiiiy  sepulchre, 
Kilmun, 

James  Guthrie,  one  of  the  most  remarkable  maiv 
tyi8  in  this  ci^  daring  the  bloody  and  persecute 
ing  times  of  Gharies  II.)Was  bom  about  the  year  1616} 
bat  the  exact  time  and  place  of  his  birth  are  both  un- 
known. He  was, a  scion  of  the  hoase  of  Gathrie  of  Gnth^- 
lie,  in  Fdrfioshire.  After  having  completed  his  education, 
he  taught  as  a  professor  of  philosophy  in  the  University 
of  St.  Andrews  ;  among  his  acquaintances  Shar}).  the 
future  Archbishop  of  St.  Andrews,  wlio  was  murdt  inl  at 
Magus  Moor.  In  lll3^>  he  became  minister  of  Lauder. 
This  was  the  year  of  the  famous  General  Assembly  at 
Glasgow,  and  the  events  there,  led  to  an  appeal  to  arms 
throughout  Scotland.  The  people  were  summoned  to  as* 
semble  within  the  capital,  to  sign  the  National  Covenant, 
and  the  place  of  lendezvoos  was  the  Greyfriars  church. 
When  Guthrie  reached  the  city  by  the  West  Fort,  then  one  of 
the  principal  entrances,  the  first  man  he  met  was  the  city 
executioner,  equipped  in  the  costume  of  his  office.  He  was 
startled  at  the  sight,  but  pushed  on  to  the  Grayfriars  church- 
yard, and  inscribed  his  name  on  the  document,  saving,  "  1 
know  that  1  shall  die  for  what  1  have  done  this  day,  but  I 
cannot  die  in  a  better  cause."  He  was  appointed  by  the 
General  As.seinbly,  along  with  Alexander  Henderson,  to  »r,, 
to  Newcastle  to  meet  Charles  I.  and  discuss  with  that  monarch 
the  subject  of  Prelacy,  and  try  to  overcome  his  objections  to 
Presbytery  and  the  Covenants.  In  1649  Guthrje  was 
translated  to  Stirling,  and  when  the  contest  arose  between 
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the  Resolutionen  and  Protesters,  he  became  the  leader  of  tho 
latter  party,  and  was  summoned  to  appear  before  Charles  II. 
at  Perth  in  1051.    After  the  battle  of  Dunbar,  he  met 
Cromwell  to  discuss  tiie  comparative  merits  of  Presby- 
terianism  and  Independency,  and  in  1()')7  he  was  sent  to 
London  again  to  meet  Cromwell.    On  2^  August  1060, 
he,  aloncr  with  nine  ministers  and  two  elders^  assembled  in  a 
house  in  Edinburgh,  and  prepared  a  petition  to  Charles  II. 
urging  him  to  preserve  the  Reformed  religion  in  Scotland. 
This  was  considered  treason  ;  he  was  lodged  as  a  prisoner 
in  the  castle  of  £dinbaigh,  and  was  ultimately  brought  to 
trial  before  the  Scottish  Parliament,  21st  February  1661. 
I  le  made  a  manly  defence,  and  so  aroused  the  sympathies 
of  some  of  hi^*  judges,  that  sevenil  of  them,  noblemen,  de- 
piirteil ;  ileclaruig  they  would  luive  notliing  to  do  with  the 
blood  of  thnt  righteous  man.    The  sentence  pronounced 
was,  that  he  should  be  hanged,  at  the  c  ross  of  Kdinburgh, 
his  estate  eontiscated,  liis  amis  toni,  and  his  head  set  up  on 
the  Nether  Bow.    He  mildly  replied,  "  My  Lords,  let  never 
this  sentence  affect  you  more  than  it  does  me,  and  let  never 
my  blood  be  required  of  the  king's^femily."   The  Marquis 
of  Argyle,  who  was  executed  a  few  days  before,  visited  him 
on  his  way  to  the  scaffold,  when  Guthrie  remarked  to 
him,  "  My  Lord,  Crod  has  been  with  you,  and  God  will  be 
with  your  Lordship,  and  such  is  my  love  to  yon,  that  were  I 
not  under  a  sentence,  I  would  die  this  day  for  your  Lord- 
ship/* 

On  the  morning  of  his  execution,  1st  June  16fil,  he 
had  to  jjjirt  with  his  little  boy,  William,  about  live  years  old, 
n  ho  w  as  so  young  and  unaware  of  the  tragedy  going  on ;  that 
he  liad  been  playing  in  the  streets.  "  Willie,*'  said  he.  "  they 
will  tell  you  that  your  father  was  hanged,  but  think  not 
shame  of  it,  for  it  is  upon  a  good  cause.**  When  he  was 
ascending  the  platform,  he  delivered  hb  dying  address  to  the 
spectators,  with  as  much  calmness  as  he  would  have  given 
a  sermon  fiom  the  pulpit.   His  headless  trunk  was  coffined 
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and  earned  to  the  Old  kirk  akle  for  bnrialy  and  the  head  eet 
op  CD  the  Nether  Bow  gate^  and  among  the  spectatorB  was 
litde  Willie.  This  narrative^  it  need  scarcely  be  said,  pre- 
sents the  portraiture  of  a  Scottish  hero. 

Baxl  of  i^tom* 

Alexander  Leslie,  Earl  of  Leven,  the  liunous 
General  of  the  Scottish  Covenanters^  was  bom  t<i- 
wards  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  century.  In  early  life  he 
was  in  the  Swedish  military  service  under  Gustavus  Adol- 
phns.  In  16Sdy  Leslie  returned  to  Scotland^  and  was  soon 
after  chosen  leader  of  the  Scottish  army  by  the  Committee  of 
Estates.  He  provided  the  monitions  of  war  with  great  ac- 
ting and  skill.  A  fi>Qndry  for  cannon  was  established  in 
the  Potterrow  of  Edinburgh,  and  Leith  was  fortified  as  an 
additional  security  to  Edinburgh.  His  taking  of  Edinburgh 
Castle  wai?  luanaged  with  considerable  strategy.  He  had 
part  of  his  troops  concealed  in  closes  at  the  Castle  Hill,  end 
having  burst  tiu-  (  astie  gate  with  a  petard,  the  inner  gate 
was  sp^dily  assailed,  and  scaling  ladders  a]t])lie(l  to  the  walls 
of  the  fortress ;  and  the  garrison,  taken  by  surprise^  sur- 
rendered, 2'6d  March,  1639.  He  also  captured  numerous 
other  Scottish  fortresses.  In  May  following  he  mustered  his 
army  about  fifteen  thousand  strong  on  Leith  Ltnks^  and  then 
mardied  to  Donse  where  he  encamped.  An  arrangement  of  a 
pacific  nature  was  then  made  with  the  King,  hot,  in  April, 
1640)  Leslie  was  again  placed  in  command.  In  1641,  he 
was  created  Lord  Balgode  and  Earl  of  Leven.  At  the 
battle  of  Ehinbar  he  was  on  the  field  as  a  volunteer.  The 
following  year  he  was  taken  prisoner  and  committed  to  the 
Tower  in  Lnndon.  but  was  lilu-rated  on  the  intercession  of 
the  Queen  ot  Sweden.  This  energetic  and  able  General 
died  at  Balgonici  ia  Fife,  4th  April,  1661. 
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Sir  Archibald  Jolmstony  Lord  Warnston,  passed 
Advocate  at  Edinburgh,  in  1^83.   He  took  ft  pro- 
minent part  in  support  of  Presbyterianism  in  Scotland.  He 

and  Alexander  Henderson  revised  the  Solemn  Leuirue  and 
Covenant  in  l<>;i8,  juid  he  was  chosen  Clerk  of  the  famous 
General  Assembly  held  that  year.  He  was  kniglited  and 
api>ointed  a  Lord  of  Session  in  1611.  He  attended  the  As- 
sembly of  Divines  at  Westminster,  in  1G44;  was  appointed 
Lord  Advocate  in  1646 ;  Lord  Clerk  Register  in  1649 ; 
ftnd  was  afterwards  created  a  peer  as  Lord  Warriston. 

After  the  Kestoration^  an  act  of  forfeiture  -was  passed 
against  hin^  and  he  was  sentenced  to  death  in  166L  He 
was  discovered  in  Francey  and  bionght  prisoner  to  the 
Tower  in  London,  then  removed  to  Edlnbni^h,  where  he 
was  hanged  at  the  Cross,  22d  Jdjr,  1663,  dying  with  per- 
fect Calmness  and  Christian  intrepidly. 

1664.  Episcopacy  having  been  re-established  in  Scot- 
land in  1662,  religious  persecution  now  prevailed  to 
a  lamentable  extent  under  the  auspices  of  the  Government, 
and  the  Magistrates  ui  Edinburgh  were  compelled  to  give  a 
bond  to  the  Privy  Council,  agreeing  under  a  j>enalty,  to  pre- 
vent the  erection  ot  conventicles,  as  they  were  called,  and 
to  suffer  no  private  meetings  on  religious  afiairs  within  their 
jurisdiction. 

Charles  n*8.  birth-day  and  restoration  was  ode- 
brated  29th  May,  in  £dinbnigb>  with  great  r^oidngs. 
The  Iiord  Oonmiiaflu>ner|  in  state,  accompanied  with  his 
life-gaards  on  hnrsebach,  and  Sir  Andrew  Ramsay,  Lord 
Provost  of  Edinbni]gh,  die  Bailies,  and  OooncO,  in  their 
robes,  with  all  the  trained  bands  in  arms,  went  to  church,  and 
heard  the  Kshop  of  Edinburgh,  upon  a  text  as  fit,  as  well 
applied  for  the  work  of  the  day.    Thereafter,  tiiiity-five 
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ag^  men,  in  blue  gownsy  each  having  gpt  thirty-fivo  shil- 
lings in  a  piin6)  came  up  from  the  abbey  to  the  great 
church,  praying  all  along  for  his  Majesty.  Sermon  being 
ended,  hia  Grace  entertained  all  the  nobles  And  gentle- 
men with  a  magniBcent  feasty  and  open  taUe.  After 
dinner,  the  Lord  Provost  and  cotmcU  went  to  the  cross  of 
Edinborgb,  where  was  planted  a  green  arfaoor,  loaded  with 
oranges  and  lemons,  wine  liberally  mnning  for  dims  honrs 
at  fight  several  conduits,  to  tJis  great  solace  of  the  indigeni 
commons  there.  Having  diiUik  all  the  royal  healths,  which 
were  seconded  by  the  great  guns  from  the  Castle,  sound  of 
trumpets  and  drums,  vollies  from  the  trained  bands,  and 
joyful  acclamations  from  the  people,  the}'  plentifully  enter- 
tained the  multitude.  After  which,  my  Lord  Commissioner, 
Provost,  and  Bailies,  went  up  to  the  Castle,  where  they 
were  entertained  with  nil  sorts  of  wine  and  sweet-meats;  and 
retnming^  the  Lord  Provost  conntenandng  all  the  neigh- 
bours of  the  city  that  had  put  np  bonefirea,  by  appearing  at 
their  fires,  being  in  great  nambera;  whic^  jovialness  con^ 
tinned  with  ringing  of  bells,  and  shooting  of  great  guns  till 
twelve  o'clock  at  night. 

The  relentless  persecutions  of  the  period  at  length 
led  to  a  rising,  commencing  with  a  few  outlawed 
peasants  who  had  sought  refiige  among  the  iiiouiitains  of 
Gallo\v;n ,  and  who  were  roused  by  seeing  a  poor  old  man, 
who  had  fled  from  hi*:  liome  to  rnise  money  to  pay  his  cniel 
fines  ;  actually  about  to  be  stripped  and  placed  naked  on  a 
red-hot  gridiron. 

The  rising  was  thus  unconcerted,  but  the  ranks  swelled 
as  they  marched  to  Dumfties.  When  the  news  of  the  com,* 
motion  reached  Edinboigh,  greal  alarm  was  created  there, 
the  guards  wers  doabled,  and  all  dtisens  capable  of  defence 
enrolled,  and  the  neighbouring  nobles  summoned  to  defend 
the  town.  The  iriends  of  the  insurgents  in  Edinboigk,  in- 
dnding  Cdond  Wallace,  and  Mr.  John  Welsh,  minister ; 
joined  tiiem  in  Ayrshire.   Wallace  was  chosen  commander 
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of  these  whigs,  and  they  marched  first  to  Lanark,  wlience 
they  proceeded  to  Colinton,  within  three  miles  of  Edinbui^h ; 
but  the  metropolis  was  shut  against  them,  cannon  being 
placed  at  the  gates.  They  then  tomed  by  the  east  end  of 
the  Pentland  Hills,  and  took  up  a  position  at  Rulliok 
Gkben,  where,  on  28th  November,  1666,  they  were  routed 
by  General  Dakiel. 

Tile  prisoners  wore  broujxHt  to  E(linbur<;h,  and  thnist 
into  a  church  calknl  Haddo's  Hole.  Thev  bad  surrendered 
on  promise  of  quarter;  but  faith  was  not  bi  |>t  witli  them, 
and  they  saflered  as  traitors.  Hugh  Mackail,  a  young  pro- 
bationer, who  had  been  associated  with  them  before  the  bat- 
tle, was  most  cruelly  used,  beuig  tortured  with  the  boot, 
which  he  bore  with  great  firmness,  and  on  the  scaifold 
showed  courage  beyond  the  ordinary  reach  of  human  na- 
ture. He  was  buried  with  other  martyrs,  in  the  Grey- 
friars  chnrchyaxd,  a  little  above  the  staur  of  the  entry  to  it 
from  the  Oowgate  head. 


Sfotraylifr  Kotire  of  ilK«g|»  JHacHaa. 

The  brave  young  Scottish  martyr,  Hugh  Mackail, 
was  born  in  1640,  was  educated  at  the  University  of 
Edinburgh,  and  was  afterwards  chaplain  to  Sir  James 
Stewart,  Lord  Provost  of  the  city.  He  was  licensed  as  a 
preacher  in  1661,  and  soon  after  oftended  Lauderdale  and 
Sharp  by  his  bold  anathemas  against  their  cmel  penecu* 
tions  of  the  Presbyterians.  He  was  seized  at  the  Crags  of 
Braidrbum  near  Edinburgh,  and  fever  was  brought  on  by 
the  severe  torture  applied  to  him.  He  was  found  guilty 
of  rising  in  arms  and  entering  into  the  Solemn  League  and 
Covenant,  and  hanged  at  the  Cross  of  Edinburgh,  2 2d  Dec. 
1666. 

The  (n  iijiii  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  PMinbnrgh 
being  privilegcil  ^\  ith  the  title  of  Lord  Provost,  ap- 
pears not  to  have  been  traced  either  by  Maitland  or  Amot, 
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— ^the  former  thought  it  only  by  ^prescription  and  not  by 
grant.*'  It  seems  to  have  arisen  thus :  Sir  Andrew  liam- 
Mji  while  Chief  Magistrate  in  received  a  letter  from 
CharleslL  determining  that  the  Provost  of  Edinhnigh  shonld 
have  the  same  place  and  preoedenqr  within  the  town  pre- 
daets  that  was  due  to  the  mayors  of  London  or  Dnblin, 
and  that  no  other  provost  should  be  called  Lord  Pbovoht 
but  he.* 

On  4th  Jill}  1()G8,  James  Mitcholl,  a  preacluT 
who  had  been  in  arms  at  KuUion  Green,  waited  at 
the  head  of  Blackfriars  Wyiid  for  Sharp,  Archbishop  of 
St.  Andrews,  coming  from  his  lodging  at  the  foot  of  that 
lane;  and  as  soon  as  he  got  into  his  carriagSi  fired  a  pistol 
at  him.   Honeyman,  Bishop  of  Orkney,  who  was  seated  be- 
side himi  received  the  shot,  and  Sharp  escaped.   This  made 
a  commotion  in  the  city,  and  the  Magistrates  ordered  the 
gales  to  be  closed,  and  a  strict  hot  unavailing  search  was 
made  for  the  culprit. 
1669k      The  infamous  Lauderdale,  who  had  long  tor- 
mented Scotland,  now  got  liimself  nominated  Com- 
missioner, to  represent  the  King  in  the  Scottish  Parliament, 
and  at  his  entrs^  to  Edinburgh,  October  1669,  was  received 
with  almost  royal  state. 

IMgnqA^s  Notice  of  Bmtul 

Sttlu  of  ^IbrmarU. 

^^^^      General  George  Monk  was  bom  in  1^.  He 
came  with  Charles  I.  to  Scotland  in  1639,  and 
served  at  a  hter  period  with  Cromwell  at  the  battle  of 
Dunbar  in  1650,  and  afterwards  held  the  command  of  the 

En<^lish  forces  in  Scotland.  It  was  allctred  that  Cromwell 
became  jealous  of  hitn  during  the  lurtt  r  ji  irt  of  the  Protec- 
torate.   Ue  may  be  said  to  be  the  man  who  accompiii>iii'd 
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the  restoration  of  Charles  II.  After  that  event  he  was 
created  Duke  of  Albemarle.    He  died  1070. 

The  passage  from  Bristo  Street  to  tlie  Potterrow,  which 
still  bean  the  name  of  Crenerai's  'Entry,  has  its  designation 
fW>in  him,  as  there  he  held  his  reddence  in  Edinbnzgh 
previous  to  the  Bestoration.  A  conspicuous  chaxacter, 
he  was  well  known  at  that  period  among  the  citizens  of 
Edinbur^^ 

The  prifiters  of  Edijiburgh  applied  for  a  patent, 
which  thev  obtained  in  1  ()71  in  the  name  of  Andrew 
Anderson,  and  it  »vas  so  extensive,  tliat  no  one  in  Scotland 
was  at  liberty  to  print  any  book  from  a  Bible  to  a  ballad,^ 
without  a  licence  £rom  this  same  Andrew  Andei*son,  but  his 
patent  was  afterwards  restricted  to  Bibles  and  Acts  of  Par* 
liament,  and  to  be  in  force  for  fortj-one  jeazs.  His  widow 
succeeded  to  this  patent^  and  seems  to  have  rigorously  pro- 
secuted her  rights  both  against  printers  and  booksellers. 

Serious  fires  having  occurred  in  Edinburgh,  from 
there  being  many  wooden  buildings  in  the  city 
covered  with  thatch,  an  act  of  the  Town  Council  was  passed 
1677,  decreeing  that  ibr  the  future  all  houses  be  built  of 
stones  and  covered  with  sluLe^  or  tiles. 

Mitchell,  wlio  some  years  before  made  the  ut^ 

1678> 

tempt  on  i\xchbislioj)  Sharp's  life,  having  been  take!i, 
and  on  solenui  assurance  of  bein<T  pai*doned,  pleaded 
guilty;  but  in  the  face  of  this,  he  was  brought  to  trial, 
condemned  and  executed  18th  Januaiy  1678.  The  trial 
lasted  four  days,  and  created  great  excitement  at  this  period. 
^^^^  In  1679  the  city  gave  a  sumptuous  entertain- 
ment to  the  son  of  Charles  II.,  the  Duke  of  Buo- 
cleuch  and  Monmouth,  who  was  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
army  in  Scotland,  and  presented  him  with  the  freedom  of 
the  city  in  a  gold  box.  This  was  a  direct  ancestor  of  the 
present  ducal  fhmily  of  Bucdeuch,  he  having  married  the 
heiress  of  that  house. 
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After  the  battle  of  Bothwell  Bridge^  which  was  fought 
22d  Jnne^  1679)  the  Covenanten  taken  there  wore  brought 
to  Edinbwrgh  and  treated  with  great  cmelfy,  being  kept  for 
several  months  in  the  Oreyfrian  churchyard,  exposed  to  all 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather. 

Btogtovlir  jgtoticr  of  raaitam  Sb^uxp, 

William  Sharp,  knuv  n  in   Scottish  history  as 

10791 

Archbishop  bharp,  was  bom  nt  Baati,  1()18.  He 
^«M*nn?**  Profeasor  of  Philosophy  at  6t.  Andrews,  and  after- 
wards minister  of  Crail.  In  1661  he  aided  Charles  11.  in 
his  attempts  to  snbvert  Presbytery  in  Scotland,  and  as  a  re- 
ward for  his  apostacy  was  nominated  Archbishop  of  St. 
Andrews.  In  1668  he  narrowly  escaped  assassination  on 
the  Hi^  street  of  Edinbnxgh  at  the  head  of  Blackfiiars 
Wynd,  the  metropolitan  residence  of  the  Archbishop  of  St. 
Andrews^  from  which  he  had  just  come,,  being  in  that  lane. 
Those  who  are  curious  in  antiquities  can  stiQ  see  the  turret 
of  this  house  standing  at  the  south-east  corner,  foot  of 
Blacklriar.s  W'ynd. 

In  1679,  he  was  dragged  out  of  his  carriage  at  Magus 
Moor  in  Fife,  and  murdered  hy  Hackston  of  Kat billet, 
and  some  others.  Sir  William  Allan's  picture  of  the  murder 
has  fttfther  immortalised  the  eyent. 


iiiogray^ir  Xotire  of  &it  Jfantf 0  IBunOaK. 

Sir  tTames  Dnndas  of  Anuston.  one  of  the  earliest 

1679 

heads  of  that  fiunily  whose  name  ooenpies  so  conspi- 
cuous  a  figure  in  the  legal  proceedings  and  poHtical  histoiy 
of  Scotland,  was  Member  of  Parliament  for  the  county  of 
Edinburgh,  and  in  1668  was  elerated  to  the  bench  as  Lord 

Ai  iiiston.  When  required  to  sign  a  declaration,  abjuring 
the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant,  he  refused  unless  allowed 
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to  add, except  in  so  fer  as  such  leagues  might  lead  to  deeds 

ot  actual  rebellion."  For  this  misdemeanour  he  forfeited 
his  gown,  retired  to  ^Viniston,  and  died  in  1679. 

Richard  Cameron  was  in  earlvlifeateacher  atFaik- 

1680< 

land)  in  Fife,  and  Jifterwards  became  a  preacher  and 
a  great  advocate  for  the  spiritual  independence  of  the  Church 
of  Scotland,  and  incurred  the  hostility  of  the  more  moderate 
of  the  ministers  at  Edinburgh,  in  1677.  He,  with  a  little 
band  of  coadjutors  at  Sanquhar  in  1680,  renounced  bis 
allogiance  to  Charles  II.,  on  account  of  the  persecuting 
tyranny  of  his  government.  The  Privy  Council  offered  a 
rewaiil  ui'  three  lliousand  Jiierks  for  Cameron's  head.  He 
was  slain  at  Airdsmoss,  20th  July,  that  year,  and  his  head 
and  hands  exhibited  on  the  Nctlierbow  Port,  at  Edinburgh. 
The  Cameroniaw  derived  their  name  from  this  pious  and 
zealous  man. 

In  1680  the  Duke  of  York,  afterwards  James  IL 
of  England  and  James  VII.  of  Scotland,  came  with 
his  Duchess  to  reside  at  Holyrood  palace,  as  a  sort  of  vice- 
roy for  his  brother  in  Scotland.  The  Magistrates  received 
them  with  great  pomp,  and  entertained  them  at  a  sumptuous 
banquet  in  the  Parliament  House. 

It  was  at  this  period  that  tlie  students  of  tlie  University 
resolved  to  manifest  their  zeal  against  Popery,  I  y  a  |  rnces- 
sion,  and  bui'iiing  the  effigy  of  the  Pope  on  Cliristmas  day; 
hut  the  Magistrates  ha-snng  heard  of  their  intention  resolved 
to  stop  the  intended  procession,  and  sent  a  party  of  soldiers 
accordingly,  so  that  instead  of  his  holiness  being  burned 
with  solemnity  at  the  Cross,  the  students  had  to  commit 
him  to  the  flames  in  a  more  quiet  manner  at  Blackfriars 
Wynd;  seven  of  these  fiexy  youths  were  apprehended 
and  detained  some  days  in  enstody.  This  led  to  strong  d»> 
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nnnciatiofis  of  revenge  on  the  part  of  the  students ;  but  it 
wu  not  tmagiimH  th«t  their  act  of  retaliatioii  would  be  ao 

daring  as  it  eve&toallj  proved,  for  on  the  11th  Jan. 

1681y  only  a  week  or  two  after  the  effigy  afiair,  the 
house  of  Friestfield  or  Prestonfieldi  the  mansion  of  Sir 
James  Dick,  situated  little  more  than  a  mile  south  of  the 
city,  was  set  on  fire,  and  witli  all  the  furniture  burned  to 
the  grouiui.  Sir  .lames  Dick  was  tlien  Lord  Provost  ol" 
Edinburgh,  but  his  fainily  were  fortnnatelN  at  tlieir  town 
residence.  A  barrel  half  full  of  conil>ii>tiLle  materials  was 
found  in  an  adjoining  ])ark,  and  several  parties  deponed,  that 
on  the  night  of  the  contlagratiou  they  observed  young  men, 
with  unlighted  links  or  flambeaux  and  a  dark  lantern,  pro- 
ceeding towards  Priestfield.  A  ])ardon  and  a  reward  of 
two  hundred  merks  was  offered  by  the  Privy  Council  for 
the  apprehension  of  the  guilty  parties,  but  they  were  never 
discovered.  The  gales  of  the  universitj  were  ordered  to  be 
ckMed,  and  the  students  to  withdraw  fifteen  miles  from  the 
city ;  but  in  ten  days  the  gates  were  agaun  opened,  and  the 
students  idlowed  to  retnm  on  their  friends  becoming  secu- 
rity i'or  their  future  j)eaceai)le  belmviour. 
1681  merchants  of  Edinburgh  were  created  into  a 

corporate  Ixidy  by  charter  from  Charles  II.  Oct. 
Ifi81,  under  tlie  designation  of  the  "  Company  of  Merchaiil^ 
of  the  City  of  Edinburgh."  This  Company  elect  a  Master, 
twelve  Assiiitants^  and  a  Treasurer  to  mannrro  their  affairs. 
They  have  a  prindpa!  manafjomcnt  of  the  Merchant 
Maiden,  George  Watson's  and  Gillespie's  Hospitals.  Their 
capital  stock  amounts  to  upwards  of  £31^000^  besides  a 
Widows*  Scheme^  which  possesses  a  capital  of  £45,000. 

This  Company  have  shown  a  great  deal  of  public  spirit 
and  activity  in  taking  cognisance  of  eveiy  thing  connected 
with  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  city  as  well  as  the 
general  interests  of  the  community. 

The  city  of  Edinburgh  had  for  many  years  been 

lighted  at  night  with  bowets  hung  out  in  the  streets ; 
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but,  in  1684,  the  Town  Council  ordered  a  lantern  and  can- 
die  to  be  suspended  from  the  first  story  of  every  tenement 
or  landy  from  the  2\h\\  October  each  season,  to  burn  from 
five  till  ten  o^clock  in  the  evening  as  an  improved  mode  of 
illumination. 

The  famous  Bishop  Robert  Leighton  was  born  in 

1684* 

EdinburL'h  in  10)11,  and  was  educated  at  the  Uni- 
versity there.  lie  was  ordained  IVesbyterian  Minister  of 
Newhattli*,  in  tlie  county  of  E(linbuj*gh,  in  1041,  and  at  a 
time  when  the  Scottish  pulpit  was  often  degraded  by  dis- 
cussing the  transitory  events  of  the  period,  the  inquiry 
was  made  at  him  by  the  Presb^-terv  if  he  preached  to  the 
times,  be  nobly  replied, — For  God's  sake,  when  all  my 
brethren  preach  to  the  times,  suffer  one  poor  priest  to  preach 
about  eternity;**  he  afterwards  became  Principal  of  the 
University  of  Edinburgh,  which  office  be  filled  for  ten  years, 
and  in  1661,  be  was  persuaded  to  accept  of  the  Bishopric  of 
Dunblane.  Though  a  Bishop,  he  was  modei^t,  (juiet,  and 
retired  in  his  character  and  demeanour.  In  1670,  he  became 
Archbishop  of  Glasgow,  ami  hoped  to  briufr  about  a  recon- 
ciliation between  Kpiseojiacy  and  Presbytery  :  but  findini; 
this  impractieable,  he  retiigned  Ins  ^\jchie|tiscopal  see, 
and  resided  tor  some  time  a^aiu  at  the  college  of  Edin« 
burgh,  where  he  founded  a  bursary. 

His  Commentary  on  St.  Peter  was  published  in  i(ii)3. 
He  died  in  London  in  1684.  His  works  were  published  at 
a  later  period  in  4  vols.  8vo.,  with  a  preface  by  Dr.  Dod- 
dridge.  He  was  a  man  of  leaniing  and  piety. 

In  1664,  the  Town  Council  ordered  two  coaches 
with  fonr  horses  each  to  be  purchased  in  London 

for  the  use  of  the  Magistrates,  great  expense  havijig  been 
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previuusly  incurred  for  coach  hires  for  tlie  Magi^itiates  when 
on  official  duty. 

The  Town  Council  havinf?  i!;ol  exec ii ted  a  supenor 
1686b  ^  '  . 

equestrian  statue  of  Charlies  il.,  had  it  erected  in 

the  Parliament  Sqiuure  in  1685,  only  a  short  time  heibre  his 

death.    It  would  probably  have  bothered  the  bnuns  of 

thflie  karned  bnrghen  or  city  wiseacres,  to  have  been 

called  on  to  state  for  what  good  deeds  they  awaxded  this 

honour. 

It  has  long  been  a  common  piece  of  small  wit  among 
yomig  people  in  Edinburgh,  that  Charles  II.  was  to  come 

down  from  his  horse  when  he  heard  one  o'clock  strike,  but 
as  he  has  never  yet  heard  it,  he  continues  there  as  an 

equestrian. 

On  the  accession  of  the  Duke  of  York  tu  the  throne,  as 
James  VII.  of  Scotland  or  James  II.  of  England,  flattering 
civilities  were  exchanged  between  him  and  the  Town  Coun- 
cil, he  having  been^  for  some  yean  previous,  a  denizen  of 
Edinbmgh.  He  was  prodaimed  King  at  the  Cross  on  10th 
Feb.  1695.  Episcopacy  was  now  no  longer  the  aim  of  the 
coorty  bat  Popeiy ;  James  being  a  Roman  Catholic. 

Siograi^^fc  KoHct  of  ftrciaalli  Canq^ell* 
Sari  of  Argslc. 

Archibald  Caiiipbell,  ninth  Karl  of  Arg\'le,  was  the 
Sun  «»f  the  Marquis  of  Ar<^yU',  who  was  executed  at 
Edinburgh  \n  it»*>l.  He  was  etlucated  uniU'i*  tlie  sj)e('ial  care 
of  his  father,  alter  whose  t'xecutioii,  Charles  II.  restored  the 
faniil yestates  to  the  son.  The  Earl  of  Argyle  took  the  Test  act 
in  1681  with  explanations ;  for  this  he  was  tried  and  con- 
rlemned,  13th  December,  1681,  but  he  maile  his  escaj)e  from 
Edinbuigh  Castle,  disgoised  as  a  page.  After  varions  ad- 
▼enturss  and  wanderings^  he  was  captnred  near  die  Clyde 
and  again  marched  to  Edinburgh,  20th  Jnne,  1685,  where 
he  was  trealed  like  the  meanest  cciminal.  The  Scottish 
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Pariiament  stgrled  him  an  lieroditary  traitor,  and  he  was  cim- 
demned  to  d^th.  The  morning  of  his  execution  he  spent 
in  T<digioiu  ezerdfles, — ^hia  mind  being  calm,  and  his  sleep 

tniiKjuil.  His  lieiul  was  severed  from  his  body,  at  £klin- 
burgh,  30tli  Jujie,  lO^ii. 

From  amonf^  the  old  ami  interesting  monumeutul  inscrip- 
tions in  the  Greyfriars  burj  ing  giound,  we  here  present  our 
leaders  with  a  brief  one  to  the  memory  of  a  Lord  President 
of  the  Scottish  Court  of  Session,  probably  an  ancestor  of 
the  present  Earl  of  Kintore. 

M.  P.   Q.  S. 

Tenet  hoc  sepulchrum  cineres  D.  Davidis  Faloonari  k 
Newtonn,  h  familia  Halcartontana  oriundi,  sa|n^emi  senatAs 
Preeeidis  intc^rrimi;  Carolo  II.  et  Jaoobo  VII.  oonsiUarii 
fideltssimi;  in  snmmnm  illnd  fastiginm,  snmmA  in 
fidelitate,  et  insigni  in  negotiis  vigilantil,  oniverso  patrin 
voto,  bono  publico  admoti:  qui,  dam  nimiA  hAc  %  i^ilantii, 
patrise  plus  quam  sibe  viveret,  obiit  15  Decembris  1685, 
a^tatis  46. 

Translated  thns: 

Tliis  sepulchre  contains  the  ashes  of  Sir  David  Falconer, 
of  Newtoun,  descended  of  the  family  of  Halkertoun,  most 
upright  President  of  thi*  Session,  and  a  most  faithful  coun- 
sellor to  King  Charles  II.  and  King  James  VII.  advanced 
to  the  pinnade  of  honour,  by  the  unanimous  desue  of  the 
country,  and  ibr  the  public  service,  by  reason  of  his  great  loy- 
alty to  his  prince,  and  for  his  great  and  notable  vigilance  and 
despateh  of  bnnness;  by  which  vigilance,  while  he  lived 
more  to  his  country  than  to  himself  be  died  on  the  15th 
of  December  1685,  in  the  46th  year  of  his  age. 

And  also  another  to  Thomas  Douizliis  of  Cavers, 

1686i 

from  the  same  ancient  cemetery,  where  the  bones  of 
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the  Scottish  CovenaDters  were  laid. — ^This  Thomas  Douglas 
was,  we  believe,  the  ancestor  of  the  piresent  worthy  and  ex* 
oellent  James  Douglas  q£  CavoKBi  a  man  who  has  been  so 
libeial,  in  devoting  much  of  his  wealth  towaxds  the  edncik 
ttoDy  amelioratioii,  and  religious  tmprorement  of  his  l^ow 
creatures: 

TH0HA8  PUGLABSIUS. 

Thomas  Duglassins,  antiquie  et  nobilis  Duglassiorum  de 
Cavers  familiir;  filius,  civis  et  nicrcator  EcUiiJjuigeiisis,  tain 
familiam  qua  satus,  quam  civitateiii  cui  insitus  est,  hand 
parum  honestavit  :  vita  et  moribns,  utraque  dignus.  Tem- 
pore turbiilo,  et  dllHcili,  inter  varios  factionum  a\stirs,  nulli 
impiicitus,  nec  uili  iu visas,  nec  otio  torpescens,  nec  nimis 
negotiosus.  Re  tamen  opima  qusBsitay  honores  et  munera  in 
dvitate  fugit  magis  quam  ambiity  nec  minus  meruit.  £t 
adeptus  summa  justitias  et  int^pitatis  laude^  bis  consul 
urbanus;  bis  etiam  suburbanus  praator.  Demum  vits  longi- 
oris  lustra  bis  septem  emefsus^  omnibus  yiri  pii  et  boni  dvis 
offieiis  in  familiam  et  necessarios^  civitatem  et  pauperes, 
perfnnctus,  pladd&  obiit,  nono  Augusti^  anno  nl.  hum. 
MDCLXXXvi.  ntatis  suab  lxx. 

Memorise  defuncti,  hoc  monamentum,  debitse  gratitudinis 
te&icnuuj  muL'rentes  posuerunt  Richardus  Duglaasius,  Ro- 
bertus  Bennetus,  advocati  et  defiincto  consan«5uitiei,  et  Ro- 
bertas Blackwood  senior,  mercator,  ha^redes  ipsios  testa- 
mentarii. 

Translated  thus: 

Thomas  Douglas^  a  son  of  the  ancient  and  noble  family 

of  Cavers,  citizen  and  merchant  in  Edinburgh,  not  a  little 

city  into  which  he  was  engrafted,  by  his  life  and  deportment 

honoured^  both  the  ianuly  from  which  he  descended,  and  he 

well  worthy  of  both*  In  troublesome  and  difficult  timesi 

amidst      various  heats  of  fiictionsy  he  was  entangled  by 

mme^  nor  ill-looked  upon  by  any. 

I 
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waa  neithor  slotliful  through  ease,  nor  too  busy;  yet 
having  aoqured  an  opulent  fortune,  he  rather  shunned  offices 
and  honours  in  the  dtjf  than  desired  them,  whereby  he 
merited  them  the  more;  and  having  embraoed  them^  he 
waa  twice  citj  baillie,  and  twice  aaburban  baillie^  and  with 
the  greatest  applause  of  justioe  and  integrity. 

At  last  having  arrived  at  a  oonsideraUe  age,  seventy 
yearsi  and  having  performed  and  discharged  all  the  duties 
of  a  godly  man  and  good  citizen,  towards  hhs  lineage  and 
relations,  towards  the  city  and  tow;u  li  tlie  poor,  he  departed 
in  peace  the  9th  day  of  xiugust,  the  year  oi'  man's  salvation 
lGi5l),  and  of  his  age  the  seventy. 

To  the  memory  of  the  d 'c*  ised,  his  sorrowful  consins, 
Bichard  Douglas  and  Kobert  Iknnet  advocates,  and  llobert 
Blackwood  elder,  merchant  in  Edinburghy  his  testamentary 
heirs,  erected  this  monmnenty  as  an  evidence  of  th«r  gra- 
titude. 

Crowds  of  priests  flocked  to  Edinburgh  in  1688| 
a  college  of  Jesuits  was  established  at  Holyroody 
and  the  Chapel  Royal  there  appropriated  to  their  use. 

The  CameronianS)  a  strict  Presbyterian  seet^  took  thear 
name  from  Richard  Cameron,  who  was  cruelly  slain  at 
Aird's  ^loss  a  few  vears  before.  Thev  had  disclaimed  the 
authority  of  both  Cliailes  and  James  as  tvTants ;  they 
were  consequently  the  objects  of  James's  unmitigated  liatred, 
and  Renwick,  one  of  their  chief  ministers,  and  the  lii^t  of 
the  Scottish  martyrs,  was  executed  at  Jikiiuburghy  as  here 
narrated: 


James  Benwick.  the  fiuned  Scottish  Covenanter, 
was  bom  at  Gleocaim,  Nithsdale,  15th  Fehruaiy, 
1662.   Though  his  fitther  was  a  weaver^  he  managed,  with 
some  difficulty  to  educate  his  son  at  the  Universi^  of  Edin- 
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bvis^.  Benwick  engiged  in  jxriTate  teaching  there,  but 
having  nAued  to  take  tihe  oath  of  aU^^ance,  the  acadonical 
anthoritiei^  for  a  tim%  would  not  allow  him  to  laureate.  He 
became  attached  to  the  penecuted  Fkesbyteilana,  who^  in 
those  days  were  hunted  like  wild  beasts. 

He  protested  against  the  accession  of  James  to  tlie  throne, 
and  two  years  aitiii,  a  reward  oi  uiie  hundred  pumids  t-terling 
was  oflered  for  his  apprehension,  anil  lie  was  taken  in  Edin- 
burgh and  imprisoned  in  the  Tolbooth,  tried  and  sentenced 
to  death,  and  executed  at  the  Grassmarket,  17th  Feb.  1688. 

w^usnjgtn  jnQiniwfiii* 

The  inscription  on  ihe  Marlyn^  Monument,  GmyMaxs 
churchyard,  is  as  follows: 

<*From  May  27th  1661,  that  the  noUe  Marquis  of  Afw 
gyll  sofoed,  to  the  17tli  February  1688,  that  Mr.  James 
Benwick  snffiared;  were  executed  at  Edinburgli,  about  one 
hundred  of  noblemen,  gentlemen,  ministers  and  others ;  noble 
martjTs  i'ur  Jesius  Clihst:  tiie  most  part  of  them  lie  here: 

Halt  passenger,  take  heed  what  thou  dost  see^ 
This  tomb  doth  shew  for  what  tone  did  die. 
Here  lies  interr'd  the  dust  of  those  who  stood, 

'Gainst  perjury  resisting  unto  blood. 

Adhering  to  the  covenants  and  laws, 

Establishing  the  same ;  virhich  was  the  cause 

Their  live^*  are  sacritic'd  unto  the  lust 

Of  prelatists  abjured;  tho'  here  their  dust, 

Lies  luix'd  with  nun  JrrLr^,  and  uther  crew, 

Whom  justice,  justlv,  did  to  death  pursue. 

But  03  for  th^e,  in  thetn  no  cause  was  found 

Worthy  of  death;  but  only  thty  were  sound. 

Constant  and  steadfast,  zealous,  witnessing 

For  the  prerugative  of  Christ  their  King. 

Which  truths  were  seal'd  by  famous  Guthrie's  head. 

And  all  along  to  Mr.  Benwick  s  blood. 
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They  did  endure  the  wrath  of  enemies, 
B^roaclies,  torments,  deaths  and  i^jurieB: 
But  yet»  they're  these,  who  from  sueh  troubles  canie. 
And  now  triumph  in  glory  with  the  Lemb.** 

1688       ^  rapi<l  change  of  the  political  drama  was  now 
about  to  take  place,  the  tyrant  James  w  as  dethroned, 
and  his  son-in-law,  "SVilliam,  Prince  ol  Orange,  the  hero  of 
the  Revolution,  nominated  to  tlie  vacant  crown. 

The  Presbyterians  and  their  triende  repaired  to  Ediiiburiih 
from  all  quarters  of  Scotland,  and  the  Karl  of  Perth,  the 
Chancellor,  tied  from  tlie  city.—Tlie  drums  were  beat — ^the 
inhabitants  assembled  in  muhitudes,  and  proceeded  to  de- 
molish the  Chapel  Koyal  of  Holyrood,  where  they  were  fired 
upon  by  some  hundred  men,  stationed  in  the  Abbey,  who 
still  adhered  to  the  interests  of  James.  They  Uien  fled,  but 
returned  with  a  warrant  from  some  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Privy  Council.   The  college  of  the  Jesuits  was  destroyed. 

Tlie  Town  Counc  il  presented  a  conf^ratulatory  address  to 
AVilliam,  Prince  oi  Omn^e,  28th  December,  IfiHS,  e\jires.s- 
insr  the  <?atisfaction  and  joy  that  filled  their  lii-arts;  and 
otfcrinij  his  highne^'s  their  service,  and  entreating  that  they, 
their  city,  persons,  and  privileges  might  be  plaet  d  under  Ids 
protection*  The  Marquis  of  Athole,  the  next  olli  or  of  state 
to  the  Chancellor,  who  was  in  favour  of  tlie  Piince  of 
Orange^  assumed  the  reins  of  government,  and  on  his  leav^ 
ing  Edinburgh,  the  college  of  justice  armed  themselves  and 
maintained  tranquillity  in  the  city. 

The  notice  of  the  first  sale  of  books  by  auction  which  ever 
took  place  in  Scotland,  appeared  in  Edinburgh,  at  the  end  of 
October,  1688.  The  announcement  was  made  by  Andrew 
Anderson,  printer  and  bookseller,  and  was  in  the  follo^\^ng 
very  i'.\j)lieit  terms:  "A  catalogue  of  excellent  antl  nire 
books,  especially  histories  and  romances,  for  tlie  most  part 
in  English,  and  the  variorums,  to  Ijesold  by  way  of  auction, 
the  twelfth  day  of  November,  1688, 
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^  The  books  are  to  be  seen  from  the  first  day  of  Kovember 
to  the  day  of  the  auctbii  at  Edlnbtirgh,  on  the  soath  side  of 

the  High  Street,  a  little  above  the  Cross,  being  the  close  im- 
mediately abovo  tlie  Fisli-niarket  close,  in  tlie  head  of  tlie  said 
close,  oil  the  left  haiul,  where  a  plarat  will  be  on  tiie  gate, 
and  the  catalogues  are  to  be  had  there  yratis.  The  time  for 
sale  is  only  in  the  afternoon,  from  two  of  the  clock  till  four. 
Edinburgh,  piinted  in  the  year  1688.  He  who  pays  not  his 
money  presently,  is  to  give  earnest,  to  take  them  away  and 
pay  his  money  before  the  next  day  tlie  auction  begins;  or 
else  to  lose  his  earnest,  and  the  books  to  be  put  to  sale  again. 
What  bodes  shall  happen  to  be  unsold  at  the  auction,  are 
to  be  had  afterwards.'* — The  particularity  of  this  notice  is 
most  edifying.  There  seems  no  want  of  stringent  terms,  so 
that  the  matitiel  of  literature  was  evidently  not  to  be  had 
in  Edinburgh  in  those  days  without  being  paid  ibr. 

We  can  imagine  the  citizens  at  that,  the  very  period  of 
the  dawn  of  liberty  in  Edinburgh  and  Scotland,  when  the 
|>€rsecuting  days  of  the  Second  Charles  and  the  Seventh 
James  were  passing  away,  taking  their  early  dinners  at  one 
o'clock  and  then  wending  their  way  to  the  ancient  High 
Street  of  Edinburgh  to  hidulge  their  literary  taste ;  for  the 
first  time  gratified  with  such  a  sale  in  the  ancient  metro- 
polis of  Scotland,  which  for  centuries  had  been  the  scene  of 
war  and  bloodshed,  but  was  now  about  to  become  a  dis- 
tiiigntshed  mart  of  modem  literature. 

A  convention  of  estates  was  held  at  Edinburffh, 

1689 

14th  March,  1689,  where  it  was  declared  that  James 
had  fisrfeited  his  right  to  the  Crown,  which  they  now  settled 

on  William  and  Mary.  They  also  ordered  a  new  election  of 

Magistrates  and  Council  for  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  and  this 
took  place  within  St.  Giles'  church,  by  the  poll  of  all  bur- 
gvsses  boaring  scot  and  lot,  on  the  1  Itli  April,  being  the  same 
day  that  William  and  Mary  were  crowned  at  Westuanster. 

The  convention  of  estates  was  then  converted  into  a  Par- 
liament,— ^Prelacy  was  abolished,  and  the  Presbyterian  form 
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of  church  government  re-established.  Ediuburgh  Castle  was^ 
however,  retained  for  James  by  its  Gk>vemor)  the  Duke  of 
Gordon. 

The  fiunous  Claverhouse^  now  Viscoant  Dundee,  having 
heard  that  there  was  to  be  an  attempt  to  assassinate  him,  left 
the  city  mth  6fty  horsemen^  and  in  passing  the  Castle^  he 
climbed  up  the  rock  towards  the  north-west  comer,  and  held 
a  conference  with  the  Duke  of  Gordon.  The  remarkable 
occurrences  of  the  period,  and  the  novulty  of"  this  strange 
interview,  drew  a  multitude  of  spectators,  and  it  was  bruited 
in  the  city  th.if  an  insurrection  of  the  adherents  of  Dundee 
had  taken  place — a  panic  ensued — tlie  drums  were  again 
beat — ^troops,  introduced  by  the  Duke  of  Hamilton  into  the 
city,  were  assembled — the  members  of  Convention,  confined 
in  their  hall,  were  alarmed  at  the  noise  and  confusion — 
James'  friends  all  fled,  and  the  Castle,  which  had  been  be* 
sieged,  surrendered  ISth  Junei,  1689. 

The  new  government  were  so  jealous  of  the  college  of 
justice,  that  all  its  members  were  disarmed,  and  ordered 
under  severe  penalties  to  deliver  up  their  accoutrements  to 
the  Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh. 

Stogra^ltc  notice  of  Sir  €ieorge  W,tft^%axt, 

Sir  Georo;e  Lockhart,  son  of  bir  James  Lockhart 
of  Lee,  ]>assed  Advocate  in  Edinburtjh  in  1G,3G; 
two  years  after  he  was  appointed  Lord  Advocate,  and  was 
knighted  in  1663.   In  1681  he  pleaded  as  counsel  for  the 
£url  of  Aigylfi. 

He  represented  the  coun^  of  Lanark  in  the  Scottish  Par- 
liament. In  1685  he  became  Lord  President  of  the  Court 
of  Session^  and  was  oonsidered  a  very  distinguished  law- 
yer. He  vifs  waylaid  and  murdered  by  John  Chiesley  of 
Dairy,  on  coming  from  church  in  Edinburgh  31st  Marcli 
1689.  His  murder  excited  a  great  sensation. 
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The  Trained  Bands  of  Jidmburgh  were  first 
institated  in  IddO^  and  re-ozganised  in  162  G,  when 
the  Town  Council  resolved  that  the  citizens  should  be 
mustered  and  divided  into  eight  oompaniea  of  two  hun- 
dred men  each;  and  in  16i5|  it  was  airanged  that  they 
should  be  further  divided  into  sixteen  companies^  conmumded 
by  ten  merchant  and  six  trades^  captains^  and  thecity  also 
divided  into  sixteen  wards  or  departments.  £ach  of  these 
companies  consisted  of  one  hundred  men.  In  1679»  a  city 
guard  of  forty  men  was  established  ;  in  1 682  this  was  aug- 
mented to  108  men,  and  ailer  the  Revolution  to  126. 

The  following  act*  was  passed  by  the  bcottisli  Parliament 
in  entitled: 

ACT  in  ftroufs  of  the  Tonne  of  Edinbuigh 
anent  their  Tonne  Company. 

QUE  SOVERAIGNE  LORD  &  LADY,  Considenng 
that  be  the  152  Act  Pari  :12:K:Ja  :6th,  of  ever  blessed 
memories  all  the  Inhabitants  within  the  bnigh,  whether  ad- 
mitted burgesses  or  not,  exerceing  traffiek,  or  haveing  change 
within  the  samen,  are  lyable  to  beaie  their  part  of  all  taxes, 
stents,  watchingS;  wairdings,  and  all  dewties  and  services 
touching  and  concernintT  the  King  and  burgh;  and  it  hes 
been  frequentlie  found  luore  cunduceing  both  for  securing 
of  the  publick  peace,  and  the  ease  and  interest  of  the  inhabi- 
tants lyable  to  watch  and  waird  within  the  city  of  Edinburgh, 
That  the  same  be  guarded  by  a  company  of  trained  and 
experienced  souldiers ;  than  that  the  inhabitants  be  with- 
drawne  &om  their  employments  to  attend  the  samei,  or  other- 
waycs  put  to  chaiges  to  hyre  unexpert  persones  to  supply 
their  absence^  whose  fidelity  might  not  safely  be  lelyed  upon, 
especially  in  the  time  of  any  trouble  or  oommotiooe  in  the 
oountrey;  and  that  the  Magjstrata  in  the  said'city  did 
raise  ane  company  of  eighty-seven  centinells,  ane  scriver, 
three  oorporaUs,  three  drummers,  three  Serjeants,  and  two 

«  Acu  of  the  Padiaments  of  Sootland,  Vol.  IX 
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lievteiments,  the  25th  of  June,  1689,  and  tleclared  the  pre- 
sent Provost  captaine,  which  company  have  continued 
ander  constant  pay  ever  since ;  and  the  burgesses  and  in- 
habitants have  thereby  been  free  of  the  trouble  and  rhnrge 
of  watching  and  warding ;  and^  likewayes,  Their  Majesties 
considfiring  the  great  burthen  of  debtay  dew  by  the  good 
Tomieof  Edinbttigh,  and  that  their  common  good  is  not 
sniBdent  for  defrayeing  the  cnnrent  arent  of  these  debts  with 
the  charge  of  the  government  of  the  city,  and  incident  ex* 
penses,  besyde  the  payment  of  the  said  company  ;  and  that 
it  is  most  reasonable  that  the  burgesses  and  inhabitants  who 
aru  therehy  liberate  from  the  t)rdinarv  watchinff  and  wardc- 
ing,  should  beare  tlie  burden  of  the  sanuj :  Therefore,  Their 
Majesties,  with  consent  of  tlie  estates  of  Parliament,  doe 
approve  of  the  raisein*^  of  the  said  Company,  as  good  and 
acceptable  service  done  to  them,  and  tor  the  weell  and  utility 
of  the  said  burgh;  and  doe  heirby  statute,  enact  and 
declare,  that  the  burgesses  and  inhabitants  lyable  in  watch- 
ing and  wairdingy  are,  and  shall  be  obleidged  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  the  ibisaid  company,  since  the  raiseing  thereof, 
to  the  first  of  July  instant,  which  expenses  since  they  were 
raised  to  the  said  day,  is  firand  to  amount  to  the  sonme  of 
flbnrtein  thousand,  fibur  hundred,  flUtie  iburpund  soots; 
and,  in  likemanner,  Their  Majesties  with  consent  fbrsaid,  doe 
hereby  warrand,  im power,  and  authorize  the  present  Magis- 
trats  and  Conncill,  and  their  successors  in  office,  to  continue 
ane  company  t>f  traiiied  unti  ex{)erience<i  souldiers  within  the 
toune  of  Edinburgh,  under  pay,  not  exceeding  12 (i  inchidc- 
ing  the  foresaid  offic»'rs  ;  and  that  so  long  as  the  Magistrats 
and  councill  shall  tliink  titt  from  tyme  to  tyme,  for  the  weell 
and  utility  of  the  place  and  inhabitants  thereof,  at  the  chaige 
and  expenses  of  the  buigenes  and  inhabitants,  as  aforesaid : 
which  company  shall  be  a  constant  guard  within  the  toune 
of  Edinburi^f  and  shall  not  be  obleidged  to  goe  above  a 
myle  without  the  city  and  liberties  thereof;  and,  whereof 
the  provost  for  the  tyme  shall  be  constant  captaine  without 
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pay.  And,  to  the  efifoct  that  the  burgesses  and  inhabitants 
maybe  equally  stented  for  reimbursing  the  toune  of  the 
aonme  of  ffourtein  thousand^  ffonr  hundred  ffittie  four  punds 
BcotBy  daw  for  the  said  company,  pxeoeiding  the  first  day  of 
July  inataaty  and  Inr  the  expenaes  thereof  ui  tToie  oomeing ; 
It  la  hereby  statute  and  ordained,  that  the  Toune  Councili 
shall  with  all  diligence  maice  choise  of  eight  swome  stent- 
masters,  ffour  merchants,  and  fFour  tradesmen,  who  shall 
stent  the  neighbours  for  the  forsaid  soume,  preceiding  the 
fii-st  day  of  July  next  to  come.  And  in  like  manner  the 
said  steiitmasters  shall  stent  the  neit^hbours  for  the  quota 
of  a  company,  such  as  the  Mtu^strats  and  Toune  Councili 
shall  think  Utt,  to  remaine  for  ane  yeare  therafter,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  number  of  ane  hundreth  and  twenty-eiz,  includ* 
ing  officers  and  the  whole  quota,  for  one  yeaie,  not  exceed- 
ing the  soume  of  ffiftein  thousand  punda  acota,  which  stent 
shall  not  exceed  the  soome  of  twen^  punds  soots  upon  any 
one  hnrges  ht  himselfe  and  his  fiimily,  ibr  one  whole  yeare. 
Which  atent  in  all  time  oomeing,  shall  be  payable  quarterlle, 
and  in  caae  of  not  punctoall  payment,  the  Idagiatrata  have 
power  and  liberty  summarily  to  cause  poynd  therefore,  and 
alsoe  the  said  stentmastcrs  shall  be  yearly  elected  in  manner 
ibrsaid;  and,  lurtlier,  h  iierehy  deckired  that  soe  long  as 
the  said  coin  puny  continues  in  pay,  at  the  charge  and  ex- 
penses of  the  inhabitants  and  bui^usses  in  manner  forsaid, 
that  they  shall  not  be  lyable  for  ordinary  watcliing  and 
warding,  without  prejudice  to  the  Magistrats  and  Councili, 
upon  any  extraordinai*  occasione  or  oniergent  to  call  out  the 
traine  bands  for  watching,  as  they  shall  think  fitt.  Declar- 
ing alsoe,  that  when  the  Magistrats  and  Councili  thinke  fitt 
to  disband  the  said  company,  that  the  buigesses  and  inhabi- 
tants shall  be  lyable  for  watching  and  warding^  as  is  pro- 
vyded  by  former  Acts  of  Parliament;  and,  particularly  by 
158  Act  Pail :  18  :  E  :  Ja  :  6th,  which  Act  Their  Majesties 
with  consent  ibrsaid,  does  ratifie  and  ai^pi-ove  in  the  whole 
heads  and  clauses  thereof,  except  in  so  far  as  the  ordinary 
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watching  and  wardeing  is  discharged  by  this  present  act,  in 
the  case  above  mentioned  allennerlie.  It  is  ahvayes  hereby 
declared,  that  the  memben  of  the  CoUedge  of  Justice  shall 
nowayes  be  Ijable  in  any  part  of  the  fbrsaid  expense,  but 
shall  be  ezeemed  therefhie  conforme  to  their  former  pxivU- 
edges,  resenreing  also  to  the  officers  and  servants  of  the 
Mint  their  priviledges  and  immunities  as  accords." 

In  this  way  tlie  duty  of  watching  and  warding  in  Edinburgh 
was  merged  ni  the  Town  Guard,  but  the  staff  of  the  Trained 
Bands  was  afterwards  retained  under  the  denoniijiation  of 
the  Society  of  Captains,  Lieutenants,  and  Ensigns. 

At  a  nicetin'^  of  tlie  Scottish  Parliament,  held  at 

1690> 

Edinburgh,  20th  May,  1690,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  Clerk  register  should  cause  be  transcribed  a  copy  of  tlie 
Westminster  printed  Confession  of  Faith,  to  be  brought  in 
and  presented  in  Parliament  the  next  diet.  This  was  ao- 
cordini^j  done,  and  at  the  subsequent  meeting  of  Parlia- 
ment, on  the  26th  of  the  same  month,  the  record  of  said 
Parliament  bears,  that  The  Confeasion  of  Faith  under- 
written, was  this  day  produced,  read,  and  considered  word 
by  word  in  presence  of  Tlitir  2vlaje.sties,  Higli  Commissioner, 
and  the  Estates  of  Parliament,  and  being  voted  and  approv- 
en,  was  oixlained  to  be  recorded  in  the  bookes  of  Parliament 
of  the  which  Confession  of  Faith  the  tenor  followes:'* 

This  document  occupies  nearly  fifteen  pages  in  the  folio 
edition  of  the  Acts  of  the  Parliaments  of  Scotland,*  and  on 
7th  June,  the  same  year  at  Edinburgh,  another  act  t  of  the 
Scottish  Parliament  was  passed,  ^  ratifying  the  Oon^Bssion 
of  Faith,  and  settleing  Presbyterian  Church  Government" 
in  Scotland. 


IStograi^tic  Notice  of  S^iv  Bm%t  ^acfteti>ie* 

Sir  George  Mackenzie  of  Bosehaugh,  known  by 
the  name  of  ^  Bloody  Mackenzie,"  was  bom  in  1686. 

•  VoL  IX.  p.  117—131.  t  Ibid.  p.  183. 
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He  passed  adrocate  io  IGdS,  and  afterwards  represented  Boib- 
Bhire  in  Pariiament.  He  became  Losd  Advocate  in  1681, 
and  conducted  the  state  ptoeecutions  with  such  severity  as 
to  acquire  the  designation  of  the  Bloodthirsty  Advocate. 
He  lost  his  political  power  at  the  Bevolutioni  and  died  in 
London,  1692.  His  remains  were  brought  to  Holyrood- 
house,  whence  he  was  buried  in  the  Greyfriars  churchyard. 
There  is  an  elegant  ancient  mausoleum  still  existing  to  liim 
there,  surrounded  by  eight  columns,  and  surmounted  with 
Corinthian  capitals. 

On  the  death  of  Mary,  the  Queen  Consort,  the 
Town  Council  addressed  king  William  in  oondolenoe 
on  the  melancholj  occasion,  saying  tliat  their  beaits  were 
filled  with  sorrow  and  affliction,  and  stating  that  his  hi^py 
accession  to  the  throne  had  been  to  them  the  most  deaurable 
and  comfortable  relief  that  ever  happened  to  n  poor  dij, 
otherwise  ready  to  perish  under  insupportable  burdens  and 
grievanoea. 

The  Bank  of  Scotland  was  established  in  Edinburgh,  in 

1(5^5,  and  incorporated  by  royal  charter.    Previous  to  this 

there  were  no  banks  iu  Edinburgh  ;  a  lew  rich  uicrcliants 
had  booths  in  the  Parliament  Scjuare,  and  about  the  West 
Bow;  where  they  had  a  m<ni(i|»cjly  of  the  wliole  banking 
business  of  Scotland,  exchanging  money  or  ieudiug  it  at  a 
high  rate  of  interest. 

Fidcount  i6tatn 

James  Dalr)'inplc,  Visoonnt  Stair,  the  leamed  and 
well-known  author  of  the  Decisions,  was  bom  in 
Ayrshire,  1 B19.  He  obtained  the  chair  of  Philosophy  at  Glas- 
gow in  1641.  lie  was  knighted  by  Charles  II.  at  llic  Restora- 
tion, and  appointed  a  Scottish  judge  in  1657.  He  became 
Lord  President  of  the  Court  of  Session  iu  1671.  His  record 
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of  the  "  Decisions*^  of  the  Scottisli  Courts  appeared  in  Edin- 
burgh  in  1684 ;  and  his  Institutions  of  the  Law  of  Scot- 
land," is  another  of  his  works,  in  high  reputation.  In 
the  reign  of  William  and  Maiy,  he  was  raised  to  the  peerage 
as  Viscount  Stair.  He  died  25th  November,  1695|  and 
was  buried  in  St.  GiWs  Cathedral. 

KJinbur<:h  aLiucars  to  liave  been  zealous  in  Kinii 
"William's  interest,  for  at  this  time,  IGUfi,  hearing  of 
a  conspiracy  foriiieil  against  him,  and  an  intended  invasion 
in  favour  of  the  ex-king,  tiames;  the  ToMrn  Council  resolved 
to  raise  a  rej];iment  for  the  £ang*s  service  at  the  expense  of 
the  city.  With  this  they  acquainted  the  Privy  Council,  and 
sent  an  address  to  His  Majesty, — ^for  which  kind  service  he 
rendered  tliem  his  hearty  thanks. 

A  singularly  harsh  trial  took  place  in  Edinbnigh,  in 
1697.  A  young  student  of  the  name  of  Aikenhead, 
aged  eighteen,  was  convicted  of  having  spoken  in  derision 
of  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  and  was  executed  in  the  dty. 
He  had  desired  a  short  reprieve,  which  was  refused. 

The  Scottish  Pailiaujent,  having  seen  tlie  tlaniri'i- 

1606  ' 

to  which  Edinburgh  was  ex|)osed,  both  in  regard 
to  fires  and  the  falling  of  tenements  from  tlie  great  height 
of  the  houses,  in  10i)8,  enacted,  that  no  buildings  to 
be  erected  in  the  city  in  future  should  exceed  five  stories  in 
height,  the  front  wall  in  the  ground  stoi'ey  to  be  three  feet 
thick ;  in  the  second,  two  feet  nine  inches ;  the  third,  two 
feet  six  inches ;  the  fourth,  two  feet  three  inches ;  and  the 
fifth,  two  feet. 

In  1695,  the  Marquis  of  Tweeddale,  the  Kiniifs  Com- 
missioner to  the  Scottish  Parliament,  promised  his  Majes- 
tfa  patronage  to  a  proposal  for  establishing  a  Scottish 
Trading  company  to  Airica  and  America. 

The  isthmus  of  Darien  was  chosen  as  the  local  if  v  for  u 
settlement. — A  lai'ge  sum  f»t  money  wa^i  subscriheil,  and  tiie 
tirst  expedition  sailed  from  Leith,  in  July,  16^6,  The 
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fiulure  of  tlds  enterpriae  euiMd  gceal  duooDtent  in  Edin- 
burgh,— the  dtiaeat  «ttribiited  it  to  the  iDtaffefenoe  of 
WiOiim  UL — ^Biots  took  place, — ^the  prison  was  broken 
open,  and  the  Officers  of  State  left  the  dty  in  consequence  of 

the  popular  indignation. 

"The  Kdinburiih  Gazette"  printed  by  James 
1699*  J  ^ 

Watson,  a  newspaper  of  two  small  lulio  pages  and 

pubiUhed  twice  a-week,  began  to  aj^pear  2d  March, 

A  great  fire  took  place  at  the  north-east  corner  of 
the  Meal  Market,  about  10  o'clock  on  Saturday 
nighty  3d  February,  170(),  and  all  the  great  pile  of  build- 
ings on  the  east  and  south  sides  of  the  Parliament  Sqnaxe 
or  Close,  with  the  Exchange^  were  burned  to  the  gnmnd. 
It  was  oompnted  that  about  two  hundred  ftmilieB  were 
dislodgiNl  by  this  disaster.  Some  of  the  national  records 
were  lost  or  destroyed  on  the  occasion. 

^Edinhuirghf  the  7th  day  cf  February,  1700. 

"  The  which  day,  the  Council  considering  the  sad  and 
deplorable  condition  of  the  neighbourhood  of  this  city,  oc- 
casioned by  the  late  dreailtul  tire,  tlmt,  u{>on  Saturday's 
nigiit  last,  about  ten  of  the  cluck,  hruck  out  in  the  north- 
east comer  of  the  Meal-niercat,  and  consumed  to  ashes  all 
the  said  mercat,  all  the  statelie  buildings  of  the  deceast  Baillie 
Thomas  Bobertson,  on  both  the  5;ydes  of  the  Kirkheugh,  the 
l^xchange,  and  the  whole  Parliament  Closs,  except  the 
Xreasory  House,  which,  by  g^t  Providence^  was  preserved, 
Doe  tfaerefine  recommend  to  Baillie  Patrick  Johnstoun,  to 
call  for  the  Session  of  the  Old  Kirk,  and  to  take  up  a  list 
of  the  whole  fomilies  who  have  suffered  by  that  terrible  con- 
flagration, to  the  effect  that  the  Councfl  may  know  what 
persons  are  liable  to  sustain  their  losses,  and  what  not,  that 
some  speedie  remedie  may  be  taken  for  their  relief,  and  re- 
commends to  the  suiU  liailhe  to  call  ior  the  Collector  of  tlie 
Stent,  and  get  ane  accompt  of  the  valuation  of  the  whole 
brunt  lands  :  and,  in  like  manner,  the  Council  recommends 
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to  the  present  Baillies  of  this  City,  Canongate,  Leith,  West 
Port,  FotteroW|  and  hail  Subiirbs,  to  cause  the  Constables 
in  their  bounds  to  make  a  diUigent  search  for  all  abstracted 
goodsy  to  the  effect  they  may  be  secured  for  the  right 
owners :  and  also  the  Council  recommends  to  the  Dean  of 
Guild,  to  accommodat  those  who  had  shops  in  the  Exchange 
with  Craiues  in  the  ordinar  places,  there  to  continue  for 
some  time  during  the  Council's  pleasure  :  and  tlie  Council 
«Un'  nominal  and  a)){M)int  Baillie  tlohnstoun,  &c.  &c.,  as  a 
Conniiittee,  to  enquire  into  tlie  rise  and  progress  of  the  said 
dreadf  ul  fire,  and  how  and  in  what  uiauuer  thelyke  may  be 
prevent!  I  in  tyme  coming."* 

In  170U  the  mail-coach  required  one  hundred  and  tliirty- 
one  hours  to  perform  its  journey  from  Edinbm'gh  to  Lon- 
don. A  centuiy  and  a-half  later  the  distance  is  travelled 
by  railway  in  thirteen  hours. 

It  was  an  ancient  and  useful  custom  in  Scotland 
for  the  different  burghs  to  survey  their  boundaries  at 
intervals ;  and  it  was  attended  with  the  advantage  of  pub* 
licly  marking  the  extent  of  their  property,  and  preventing 
encroachments  being  silently  or  stealthily  made  on  it  by 
any  neighbouring  j)n)])rietors.  The  last  riding  of  tlie  marches 
in  Edinburgh,  recorded  in  the  archives  of  the  city,  w^as  on 
15th  May^  1701^  in  which  the  boundaries  are  stated  witli  tol- 
erable precision,  and  the  property  shown  to  be  \vry  extensive. 
As  it  is  interesting,  we  shall  here  give  the  details : — 

About  nine  of  the  clock  in  the  morning,  the  caval- 
cade marched  out  at  the  Bristo  Port,  and  proceeded  to 
the  WindmUI,t  thence  to  Gaimshall  and  the  Sciennes, 
and  turning  westward  to  Bruntsfield  house,  proceeded  to 
Merchiston.  The  reason  of  their  taking  this  uncommon 
way  was  to  view  certain  encroachments  made  on  their  pro- 

•  Cottucil  Begiater,  Vol  xxxvi. 

t  This  wiadmiU  «|I|mmu«  to  Juve  stood  at  tbe  aouOi  end  of  the  Potter' 
row,  and  was  erected  to  rtUM  water  for  tfM  fiodety  of  Biewon  ftocn  tfao 
hoath  Looh  or  Meadows* 
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peity,  whereas  the  common  road  was,  after  having  marched 
ont  at  the  Bnsto  Port,  to  tom  westward  along  the  town 
wall  to  Portsbnigh,  and  thenoe  to  Merehinton,  and  passing 
through  the  lane  on  the  soaihem  side  of  the  hoose^  wended 
southwards  throogh  Tipperlin  UmU)  whence  retnnung  to 
the  Bnrgh  Mnir  head  latte>  mardied  through  it  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Eg)  pt,  and  thence  eastward  to  the  cemetery  wall  of 
St.  Roque*s  chapel,  and  proceeding  to  the  Grange  House, 
marched  through  Cunt's  lane  to  Cameron,  and  thence  to 
Priestfield,  whence  passinij;  on  the  ejisWni  side*  ut  tlie  Gal- 
lows, continued  their  march  to  Bedibrd  Hall  and  the  Crack- 
ling House,  and  proceeding  through  the  Pleasance  and 
St.  Mary's  Wynd  to  the  head  of  the  Canongate^  wended 
eastward  down  the  street  to  the  Water  Gate,  and  mardung 
throogli  the  same^  |ffoceeded  to  the  Ahbey  Hill,  and  proceed- 
ing upwards  to  the  upper  Qnany  Holes^  and  the  stripe  or 
rill  which  crosses  the  way  from  Edinbnrn^  to  Leith,  thenoe 
to  the  Hawkfaill,  and  from  the  Black  Cndgs,  Filliende, 
Bnie4Lieith,  and  its  citadel,  Newhaven,  and  Wafdie  Brae, 
and  the  bum  or  brook  beyond  it,  where  the  march  is  a 
dyke,  and  returning  to  Newhaven,  going  on  to  Tidnning- 
ton  Mills,  the  Haugh-be-East,  the  Powder  Mill,  Canon- 
mills,  Stockhridge,  ;ind  crossing  tlie  Water  of  Leith,  pro- 
ceed to  the  Dean,  and  back  by  the  Water  of  Leith,  thence 
to  Dnunshengh  and  St.  Cuthbert's  church,  town;  thence 
wending  eastward  along  the  northern  side  of  the  Nordloch 
to  its  eastern  extremity,  and  returning  back  to  the  said  St. 
Onthbert^s,  march  back  to  £dinbnrghy  which  they  entered 
throng  the  West  Port. 

The  Princess  Anne,  daughter  of  King  JamesVII. 
was  proclaimed  Queen,  at  the  Cross^  ^n  the  death 
of  William  m.,  8th  March  1708. 

In  the  procession  to  welcome  her  Majesty's  Commission- 
ers to  Edinburgh  on  this  occasion,  were  tlie  Magistrates  iu 

•  'Hw  Gibbet  ToU  smL 
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their  robes,  forty  carriages^  and  twelve  hundred  people  on 
horseback. 

During  the  same  year  a  disturbance  took  place^  called 
Capt.  Green's  rioty  from  an  East  India  vessel,  of  which  he 
was  chief  officer,  having  arrived  in  the  Firth  of  Forth. 
Some  of  the  crew  were  convicted^  after  a  full  trial ;  of  piracy, 
ai:i;ravated  by  murder,  and  that  committed  on  the  master 
aiul  crew  of  a  Scottish  vessel. 

Intercessions  IkuI  been  made  for  the  ro\  al  mercy  on  their 

4-'  » 

belialf,  but  tlie  jjopnlact'  were  enniged,  and  on  tlie  (iay  ap- 
j)ointe(l  for  the  execution,  a  mob  surrounded  the  prison, 
while  the  Privy  Council  and  Magistrates  were  deliberating 
whether  the  sentence  should  be  carried  into  effect.  The 
Lord  (^liancoUor's  carriage  was  stopped  at  the  Tion 
Church,  the  glasses  were  broken,  and  Uunself  dragged  out 
of  it ;  he  was  rescued  by  some  friends ;  but  the  anger  of  the 
multitude  had  to  be  appeased  by  tl)e  blood  of  the  criminals. 
^^^^  One  of  the  most  remarkable  state  processions  that 
were  wont  to  occur  in  the  Scottish  metropolis  was  the 
opening  or  riding  of  the  Scottish  Parliament,  as  it  was  called. 
We  shall  prese!it  <tur  readers  with  a  description  of  one  of  the 
bust  tiiat  was  held,  before  the  Union  took  place,  6th  May 
1 703.  The  details  are  given  in  a  very  minute  and  graphic 
manner : 

The  streets  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh  and  Canongate  being 
cleared  of  all  coaches  and  carriages,  and  a  lane  formed,  by  the 
street<}  being  inrailed  on  both  sides^  within  which  none  were 
permitted  to  enter  but  those  who  went  in  procession,  the 
captains,  lieutenants^  and  ensigns  of  the  trained  bands  ex- 
cepted. Without  the  rails,  the  streets  being  lined  with  the 
horBe>guard^*lTom  the  palace  of  Holyroodohouse ;  westwards 
after  them  with  the  horse-grenadiers ;  next,  with  the  foot- 
guards,  who  covered  the  streets  up  to  the  Nethei^w ;  and 
thence  to  the  Parliament  S4uare,  by  thetniined  bands  of  the 
city ;  from  the  Parliament  Square  to  the  Parliament  House, 
by  the  Lord  High  Constable's  guaids ;  and  from  the  Parlia- 
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'  ment  IIou<;e  to  the  bar,  hy  the  Earl  Marshal^s  guards ;  the 
Lord  High  Constable  being  seated  in  an  elbow-chair  at  the 
door  of  the  Parliament  Hoofle ;  the  officers  of  state  having 
rode  up  before  in  their  robes ;  and  the  members  of  Parlia- 
menty  with  their  attendants^  being  assembled  at  Holyrood* 
hoose^  the  roOs  of  Parliament  were  called  by  the  Lord 
Begister^  Lord  Lyon,  and  Heraldsy  ih>m  tiie  wmdows  and 
gates  of  the  palace,  from  which  the  procession  moved  to  the 
Parliament  House  in  the  following  order : — 

Two  tnnnpeten,  in  oMts  and  bunMn,  barabMidad^  riding. 
Ttro  parsaivantB,  in  coats  and  foot-niantle*,  also  riding. 
Sixtv-three  Commissioners  for  liurghs  on  horseback,  covfr<_"l,  two  and  two, 
each  haying  a  lacqoey  attending  on  foot,  the  odd  member  walking  alone. 
Sovonty^wvon  Oraunlsslonora  toit  Bhliw  on  lioiwbiflj^  covered, 
two  and  two,  each  having  two  Ucqoles  •ttondlng  on  foot. 
Fifty-one  I^ords  Barons  in  their  robes,  riding',  two  and  two,  each  having  A 
gentleman  to  support  his  train,  and  three  lacquies  on  foot,  wearing 
Above  tiusir  Qveiies,  Telret  tfortotits,  with  Ae  ann  of  tliair 
nKpMdTt  Loidft,  on  the  bren^ts  and  back,  qmbqued 
on  plate,  or  embroidt-rcd  witli  gold  and  silvw* 
Nineteen  Viscounts  as  the  former. 
SUt7  Eirlik  M  Uio  former,  four  boqniet  attending  on  eaoli. 
Four  trumpets,  two  and  twa 
T<>nr  pursuivants,  two  nnd  two. 
And  six  iloralds,  two  and  two,  barchuaded. 
Lord  Lyon,  King-at-Arma,  in  his  coat,  robe,  chain,  baton,  andfMil-aairtle, 
Sword  of  State,  borne  by  the  Karl  of  -NJ  n  . 
The  8oepCf«|  borne  by  the  Earl  of  Ciawfocd. 
The  Crown, 

homo  by  the  Earl  of  Forfar,  in  room  of  the  Marqula  of  Douglas. 
The  Purse  and  Commission,  by  the  Earl  of  Morton, 
The  Duke  of  Queensberry,  Lord  High  Commissionefi 
with  his  servants,  pagea,  and  footmen. 
Four  Dukes,  two  and  two,  gentlemen  bearing  their  trains, 
and  each  having  vipht  Ucquies. 
Six  Marquises,  each  having  six  laoqilifli* 
The  Duke  of  Argyle. 
Gaptain  of  the  Horae  Gnarda. 
The  Hone  Ghmrda. 

Hie  T»rd  High  Commissioner  was  received  b>  tin  Tv^ird  High  Constable, 
and  by  him  conducted  to  the  Earl  Marshal,  between  whom,  his  Graoa, 
ushered  by  the  Lord  High  CihanoeUor,  waa  conveyed  to  the  Throne.  When 
the  Parliament  nee,  the  procession  returned  in  nearly  the  same  order  to 
TTolyrood-bouHe.  wher(>  the  Members  were  magttifloently  entertained  at 
sapper  by  the  Lord  High  Conuniaaioner. 
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In  modern  days  perhaps  nothing  gives  so  weli  tlie 
c<  ygjy  foYm  and  pressure  of  the  times,"  as  a  news- 
paper. Though  the  art  of  printing  was  in  use  in  Edinburgh 
during  the  sixteenth  century,  Auld  Keekie  did  not  possess  a 
news])apt>r  till  1661,  when,  as  already  stated,  the  Meretuitu 
Caledonius  ap|H?ared  for  a  short  period.  The  Courmit  news- 
pajKjr,  a  journal  well  known  to  all  the  citizens  of  Kdin- 
burgh,  started  into  existence  in  1705,  printed  on  a  single 
leaf  of  folir)  fn,.I.sr.rj>  r  as  it  is  teeluiically  called.  This 
was  tlie  year  alur  tlir  battle  of  Blenlieiin,  and  though  a 
good  deal  occu])ied  with  European  politics,  a  verbatim  copy 
of  the  fir>t  number  of  the  Courant  which  we  lav  before 
our  readers  in  next  appendix,  will  we  doubt  not  be  inter* 
eating.  It  was  begun,  as  the  imprint  shows,  by  James 
Watson,  published  twice  a>week,  and  sold  at  three  half 
pence  a  number.  Watson  published  fifty-five  numbers, 
and  then  transferred  it  to  Andrew  Anderson,  Printer 
to  tlie  Queen,  the  City,  and  the  College.** 

The  proposal  of  a  union  betwei»n  England  and 
Scotland  was  very  unpopular  w  hen  ^il^>t  broached, 
however  j»ro>pectively  betieiieial  to  both  countries;  it  was 
evidently  calculated  to  be  in  the  meantime  injurious  to 
I^dinburgh  as  a  capital  and  a  city,  and  it  excited  very 
dangerous  ferments  in  the  town.  Crowds  hooted  and  in- 
sulted the  Duke  of  Queensberry,  the  King's  Commissioner, 
and  other  partizans  of  the  Union,  and  tlie  mob  attacked  the 
house  of  Sir  Patrick  Johnston,  the  late  Lord  Provost,  mem- 
ber of  Parliament  for  the  city,  and  in  the  course  of  the 
same  evening  they  became  masters  of  the  town,  and  a  rumour 
prevaUed  that  they  were  going  to  dose  the  gates.  The 
Duke  of  Queensberry  sent  military  to  take  possession  of  the 
>Ietlier  Bow,  the  Pai'liament  Square,  and  the  hums  and 
avenues  of  the  city,  ami  tiie  riot  was  quelled. 

The   iugalia  of  Scotland  were  lodged  in  the 

1.707b 

Crow^i-rodiii  of  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh  2tjth  March, 
1707,  and  the  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms  took  place  1st 
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Majy  1707)  when  the  following  minute  and  accurate  Instru- 
ment or  historical  document  regarding  the  depositing  of 
the  Regalia,  was  taken, 

^  At  tiie  Castle  of  Edinbuighy  and  within  the  Crown-room 
there,  betwixt  the  hoars  of  one  and  two  aftemoon,  of  the 
2litli  day  of  March,  iti  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventh  year  of  our  Lord,  and  sixth  year  of  the  reign 
of  her  Majesty,  Anne,  by  the  grace  oi'  God,  Queen  of  Scot- 
land, England,  Franco  and  Ireland,  Deffnder  of  the  Faith. 

*  The  which  day,  in  presence  of  us  notaries-pubHck,  and 
witnesses  under  subscribing,  compeared  personally  William 
Wilson,  one  of  the  under-derks  of  Session,  Depute  Maris- 
cbal,  for  himself,  as  procurator  for,  and  in  name  and  behalf 
of  William  Earl  Marischal,  Lord  Keith,  and  Altrie,  Ac. 
Great  Marischal  of  the  kmgdom  of  Scotland,  heritable 
keeper  of  the  Regalia  thereof,  viz.  Crown,  Sceptre,  and 
Sword;  and  there  in  presence  of  David  Earl  of  Glasgow, 
Lord  Boyle,  &c.  Lord  Treasurer  Depute,  who  for  himself, 
and  in  name  of  the  remanent  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Treasury,  were  present  to  receive  the  above  Regalia  the 
j>aid  William  Wilson,  after  producing  and  reading  a  pro- 
curator^', granted  by  the  said  noble  Earl  to  him,  of  the  con- 
tents tlierein  and  after  mentioned,  dated  and  registered  in 
the  books  of  Council  and  Session,  on  the  25th  day  of  March 
instant,  did  also  produce  to  the  said  Lord  Treasurer  Depute 
a  schedule,  signed  by  him  and  us  notaries-publick  under 
subscribing^  containing  an  inventaiy,  and  particular  descrip- 
tion of  the  said  Begaliay  as  loUows. 

The  Imperial  Crown  of  Scotland  is  of  pure  gold,  inriched 
with  many  precious  stones,  diamonds,  pearls,  and  carious 
ennamling^.  Its  parts  and  specifick  ferros  are  these:  /Vwm», 
it  is  composed  of  a  large  broad  circle  or  fillet,  which  goes 
round  the  head,  adorned  witli  twenty-two  large  jireciuus 
stones,  viz.  topazes,  ann  thvvt'-,  garnets,  enieraulds,  rubies, 
hvacintlis  in  colit-ctH  of  gold  of  various  toriiis,  and  with  cu- 
rious ennamiings;  and  betwixt  each  oi  those  collects  and 
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stones,  were  interposed  great  Oriental  pearls^  but  one  of 
them  is  now  wanting.  Secundo,  Above  tbe  great  circle 
there  is  another  small  one,  formed  with  twenty  points, 
adorned  with  the  like  number  of  diamonds  and  sapphires 
alternatively,  and  tlio  ])<)ints  are  topped  with  as  laaiiy  ijreat 
jM-arls:  After  whicli  I'onn  are  tlie  coroiK  t.^  t»l  unr  lords  haroiis. 
Tertio,  Till.'  upper  circle  is  t-levate  or  heightened  \Mtli  ten 
crosses-floree,  each  being  adorned  in  the  centre  with  a  great 
diamond,  betwixt  four  great  pearls  placed  in  cross  saltirei 
1  and  1;  but  some  of  tlie  pearls  ai*e  wanting;  and  the  num- 
ber extant  upon  the  np])er  part  of  the  Crown,  besides  what 
are  in  the  under-circle  and  in  the  croes-patee,  are  fifty*one; 
and  these  crosses-floree  are  interchanged  with  other  ten 
high  fleuis  de  lis,  all  alternative  with  the  foresaid  great 
pearls  below,  which  top  the  points  of  the  second  small  circle. 
NotOj  This  is  said  to  be  the  ajicient  form  of  the  Crown  of 
Scotland,  since  the  league  made  betwixt  Achaiua  King  of 
Scots  and  Charles  the  Great  of  France. 

Tlie  specifick  form  ot  our  Crown  differing  from  other  im- 
perial Crowns,  in  that  it  is  heightened  or  raised  with  crosses- 
floree  alternatively  with  fleurs  de  lis.  The  Crown  of  France 
is  heightened  only  with  fleurs  de  lis,  and  that  of  England 
with  crosses-patee  alternatively  with  fleurs  de  lis. 

Our  Crown  of  Scothuid,  since  King  James  VI.  went  to 
England,  has  been  ignonuitly  represented  by  heranld  paints 
eis,  ingravers,  and  other  tradesmen,  after  the  form  of  the 
Crown  of  England,  with  crosses-patee;  whereas  tliere  is 
not  one,  but  that  which  tops  thi'  mond,  but  all  crosscs-floree, 
such  as  we  see  u|)<in  our  (jld  coins,  and  these  which  top  our 
old  churches:  These  Crowns  were  not  antientJy  arclied  or 
close. 

Charles  VIIT.  of  France  is  said  to  be  the  first  in  France 
who  took  a  close  Crown,  as  appears  by  his  medals  coined  in 
the  year  1495,  being  designed  Impiraior  Orientis.  Edward 
V.  of  England,  in  the  year  1483,  carried  a  dose  Crown,  as 
is  observed  by  Selden;  and  our  Crown  is  arched  thus. 
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QuariOf  Fiom  the  upper  circle  proceed  firar  aralie8|  adomed 
with  ennamled  figores,  which  meet  and  dose  at  the  top, 
surmounted  with  a  mond  gold,  or  celestial  globt;,  ennamled 
with  blue  Bemee,  or  powdered  with  stars  crocned  and  en- 
namled with  a  large  cross-patee,  adorned  in  the  extremities 
with  i^reat  pearls  (such  a  cross  tops  the  church  of  Holyro<xi- 
liouse)  and  cantoiked  with  other  four  in  tlie  anfjles.  In  the 
centre  uf  the  cmss-patee,  there  is  a  stjuare  ametiiyst,  which 
points  tljc  iore-part  of  the  Crown;  and  behind,  or  on  the 
other  side,  is  a  great  pearl;  and  below  it,  on  the  foot  of  the 
palar  part  of  the  cross,  are  these  characterSi  J.  R.  V.  by 
which  it  would  appear,  that  King  James  Y.  was  the  first 
that  closed  this  Crown  with  arches^  and  topped  it  with  a 
mond  and  cross^tee. 

Yet  it  is  evident,  that  the  money  and  medals  coined  in 
the  leigns  of  Sdng  James  m.  and  IV.  have  a  close  Crown. 
And  'tis  no  less  clear,  that  the  arches  of  the  Crown  were 
not  put  tliere  from  the  beginnin*!;,  or  at  the  making  of  the 
Crown;  Ijocause,  Into,  They  are  tacked  by  tacks  of  ^oM  to 
the  antient  Crown.  2doy  The  workmanshi])  of  the  arch  is 
not  so  good,  and  there  is  a  small  distinction  in  the  fineness 
betwixt  the  first  and  last,  the  latter  being  superfine  gold, 
and  the  other  not  so  exactly  to  that  standard,  whereof  trial 
has  been  made.  QumtOy  The  tiro  or  bonnet  of  the  Crown 
was  of  purple  velvet;  but  in  the  year  1695,  it  got  a  cap  of 
crimson  velvet,  adorned  as  before,  with  four  plates  of  gold, 
richly  wrought  and  ennamled,  and  on  each  of  them  a  great 
pearl,  half  inch  in  diameter,  which  appears  between  the  ibur 
arches;  and  the  bonnet  is  turned  up  wi&  ennine.  Upon 
the  lowest  circle  of  the  Crown,  immediately  above  the  er- 
mine, there  are  eight  small  holes,  disposed  two  and  two 
together  on  the  four  (|uarters  of  the  Crown,  in  the  middle 
space  betwixt  the  arches,  which  w^ere  for  lacing,  or  tying 
thereto  diamonds  or  precious  stones.  The  Crown  is  nine 
inches  broad  in  diameter,  being  27  inches  about;  and  in 
height^  from  the  under-cirde  to  the  top  of  the  crosfr-patee^ 
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six  inches  and  an  hulf:  It  always  stands  on  a  square  cushion 
of  crimson  velvety  adonied  with  fringes  and  four  tassels  of 
gold  tliread  banging  down  at  each  comer/ 

Tll£  SCKPTBE. 

'  The  stem  or  stalk  of  the  Sceptre  being  silver  double 
overgilt,  is  two  foot  long  of  hexagon  form,  with  three  buttons 
or  knops  answering  thereto.    Betwixt  the  first  button  and 

tlie  second  is  tlie  handle  of  hexagon  forui,  furling  in  the 
middle  and  ]ihun.  Betwixt  tlie  second  hutton  and  tlie  third, 
there  are  tliree  sides  engraven.  Upon  that  under  tlie  Vir- 
gin Mary,  one  of  the  statues  on  the  top  of  the  stalk,  is  ti»e 
letter  J,  upon  the  second  side,  under  St.  James,  the  letter 
K,  and  on  the  third,  under  St,  Andi'cw,  the  figure  V.  The 
side  betwixt  J  and  R,  is  ingraven  with  fourteen  ilcurs  de 
lis;  and  on  the  side  betwixt  the  figure  Y.  and  the  letter  J, 
are  ten  thistles  continued  from  one  stem.  From  the  third 
button  to  the  capital,  the  three  sides  under  the  statues  aro 
plain;  and  on  the  other  three,  are  antick  ingravings,  viz. 
sacramental  cups,  antick  Medusia's  heads,  and  mllion  foli- 
ages. Upon  the  top  of  the  stalk  is  an  antick  capital  of 
leaves  imbossed,  upon  the  abacus  whereot  arises  round  tlie 
prolonged  stem  snrroundeil  witli  statues.  Fii  st,  That  of  the 
blessed  Virgin  crowned  with  an  open  Cro%\ii,  holding  in  her 
right-arm  our  blessed  Saviour,  and  in  her  left  a  mond  en» 
signed  with  a  cross. 

Next  to  her,  on  her  right^and,  stands  the  statue  of  St. 
Andrew  in  an  apostolical  garment,  and  on  his  head  a  bonnet, 
like  a  Soots  bonnet,  holding  in  his  right*hand  a  cross  or 
saltire,  a  part  whereof  is  broken  off;  and  in  his  left,  elevate, 
a  book  open.  On  the  Blessed  Virgin's  left-hand  stands 
another  statue,  seeming  to  represent  St.  James,  ^\\\\\  ilie 
like  apostolical  garment,  and  a  hanging  neck  sujajiidded 
thereto,  and  upon  his  head  u  little  hnt,  like  to  the  Koinan 
pileum;  in  his  right-lKuid,  half  elevate,  a  book  open,  and  in 
his  left  a  pastoral  staii';  the  head  is  broke  off;  and  above 
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each  statue,  being  two  inches  and  an  half,  excepting  that  of 
the  Viigin,  which  is  a  little  lew,  the  finishing  of  a  Gothic 
niche.  Betwixt  each  statue  arises  a  rolfion  in  fbnn  of  a 
dolphin,  ^  ery  distinct,  in  length  four  inches  foliage  along 
the  body;  their  heads  upwards,  and  eflVonted  inwards,  and 
the  turninfj  uf  tlieir  tails  ending  in  a  rose  or  cinquefoil  out- 
ward. Above  these  rulhons  and  statues  stands  another  hexa- 
gon button  or  knot,  with  oak  leaves  under  eveiy  corner, 
and  abo\  e  it  a  chrystal  globe  of  two  inches  and  a  qu:irter 
diameter,  within  three  bars  jointed  above,  where  it  is  sur- 
mounted with  six  rullions;  and  here  again  with  an  oval 
globe,  topped  with  an  Oriental  pearl,  an  half  inch  diainetw. 
The  wlioie  Sceptre  in  length  is  thir^-ionr  inches.* 

The  Swobd. 

*  The  Sword  is  in  length  five  ibot,  the  handle  and  pommel 
are  of  silver  overgilt,  in  length  fifteen  inches;  the  pommel 

is  round,  and  somewhat  flat  on  the  two  sides;  on  the  middle 
ot"  each,  there  is  of  ini1)msed  work,  a  garland,  and  in  the 
centre  there  have  been  two  ennamled  plates,  which  are 
Ijroke  off.  The  traverse  or  cross  of  the  Sword  being  of 
silver  overgilt,  is  in  length  seventeen  inches  and  an  half;  its 
form  is  like  two  dolphins,  the  heads  joining,  and  their  tails 
ending  in  acorns;  the  shell  is  hanging  down  towards  the 
point  of  the  sw<ad,  fi>rmed  like  an  escalop  floorished,  or 
rather  like  a  green  oak-leaf.  .  On  the  blade  of  the  Sword 
are  indented  with  gold  these  letters,  Julius  n.  p.  The  scab- 
bard is  of  crimson  velvet,  covered  with  sQver,  gikied  and 
wrought  in  philagram  woric,  into  branches  of  the  oak-tree 
leaves  and  acomf.  On  the  scabbard  are  placed  tour  round 
plates  of  silver  overgilt;  two  of  them  near  to  the  crampet 
are  ennamled  blue,  and  thereon  in  golden  characters,  Jiiiius 
II.  Pon.  MAX.  N.  At  the  mouth  of  the  scabbard,  opposite  to 
the  heck,  is  a  large  square  plate  of  silver,  ennamled  purple, 
in  a  cartouche  asure,  an  oak-tree  eradicated  and  froctuated 
or;  and  above  the  cartouche  the  papal  ensign,  via.  Two 
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keys  in  saltire  addossee,  their  bowls  formed  like  roses  or 
cinquefoUs,  tied  with  trappings  and  tessels  hanging  down. 
At  each  side  of  the  cartouche  above  the  keys,  is  the  papal 
tirO}  invironed  with  three  crowns,  with  two  labels  turned  np, 
adorned  with  crosses. 

Pope  Julius  II.  who  gifted  the  Sword  to  King  James 
IV.  had  for  his  armorial  fissures  an  oak-tive  fi'uctuated 
(which  is  the  reason  that  llie  Sword  is  adornetl  \vith  sucli 
figures),  a  hill  and  a  star;  which  two  Inst  firpires  I  find  not 
on  any  part  of  the  8 word.  If  they  Iiuve  been  on  tlie  two 
ennamled  plates,  which  are  lost  off  from  the  pommel,  1 
know  not;  but 'tis  certain,  this  Pope  had  such  figures,  as 
appears  by  these  verses  made  by  Voltoline,  a  fiunous  Italian 
poet,  as  the  same  are  mentioned  by  Hermanines  Hermes,  a 
German  writer,  who  gives  ns  these  lines  found  in  a  mon- 
astery. 

Qucrcu8,  mous,  stella  forrunnt  tua  Htcmniata,  princepe, 
liisqae  tribus  trinum  stat  diadcma  tuuin. 
Tata  Petri  mediis  Mvis  non  flectitur  iindis^ 
If ou  tegit  A  Twtis,  Btelkqae  moottrat  iter. 

And  tliereafter,  upon  (k'li\  itv  of  the  above  regaha  to  the 
said  Lord  Treasurer  Depute,  and  upon  l()(l<;ing  thereof,  with 
the  foresaid  description  of  tlie  same,  in  au  orderly  manner, 
in  a  chest  within  the  said  Crown  room;  the  said  A\'illiam 
Wilson,  as  procurator  for,  and  in  name  and  behalf  of  the 
said  William  Earl  of  Marischal,  and  in  the  terms  of  the  stfid 
procuratoiy,  protested,  that  the  delivering  up  of  the  regalia 
foresaid,  shall  not  invalidate,  or  be  prejudidal  to  the  said 
Earl  Marischal  his  heritable  right  of  keeping  thereof,  both 
in  time  of  parliament  and  intervals,  cither  in  the  said  Earl 
liis  ciiiitle  of  Duunotter,  as  liitlicrto  his  ancestors  have  done, 
or  any  where  else  within  the  kinrrdom  of  Scotland,  that  his 
Lordship  and  his  successors  shall  tiiiuk  secure  and  con- 
venient. 

As  also,  in  the  teims  of  the  act,  ratifying  the  union  be 
twizt  the  kingdom  of  Scotland  and  the  kingdom  of  England ; 


Digitized  by  Google 


4 


ANNALB.  158 

whereby  it  is  stipulated  and  agreed  by  both  pariiaments^ 
that  the  Ctowdi  Sceptre,  and  Swoid  of  state  shall  be  con- 
ttnited  to  be  kept,  as  they  are  at  present  within  the  kingdom 
of  Scotland,  and  that  they  shall  so  remain  in  all  time  oom- 
inf^  notwithstanding  the  union:  Protested,  thai  they  shall 
remain  within  the  said  Crown  room  in  the  Castle  of  Edin- 
burgh; and  in  case  the  government  shall  find  the  trans- 
portation ihercHjf  from  E(linbur<^h  Castle  to  any  other  se- 
cure place  within  this  kiii<;doni,  at  any  time  hereafter  necejs- 
sary:  Protested  also,  that  the  same  may  not  be  done,  until 
intimation  be  made  to  the  said  Earl  ilarischal  and  his  suc- 
cessors, to  tlie  effect  his  Lordship  or  they  may  attend,  and 
see  them  safely  transported,  and  securely  lodged. 

And  made  due  and  lawAil  intimation  of  the  premisses  to 
CoUonel  James  Stewart,  Deputy  Governor  of  the  said  Cas- 
tle, then  present,  that  he  might  not  pretend  ignorance;  as 
also^  as  procurator  foresaid;  and  likewise  for  himself,  as  con- 
tinued keeper  of  the  said  regalia,  by  deputation  from  the 
said  Earl  Mariachal,  and  the  deceased  George,  Earl  Maris- 
chal  his  father,  since  the  third  day  of  August,  1681,  in  the 
reii^ns  of  King  Ciuu  Jes  II.  King  James  VII.  King  William, 
and  Queen  Mary,  and  of  her  present  Ma  jesty  Queen  Anne, 
declared,  that  the  same  are  now  delivered  to  the  said  David, 
Earl  of  Glasgow,  Lord  Treasurer  Depute,  for  himself,  and 
in  name  foresaid,  in  the  same  state,  case  and  condition  he 
then  received  the  same ;  and  offered  to  give  his  oath,  that 
neither  he  the  said  William  Wilson,  nor  any  to  his  know* 
ledgei,  has  ever  directly,  or  indirectly,  imbeseled  or  taken 
away  from  the  said  regalia,  any  of  the  jewels,  pearls,  or 
othen  appertaining  thereto. 

And  therefore^  seeing  he  had  with  exact  care  and  con- 
tinued fidelity,  honestly  discharged  the  said  trust  reposed  in 
him,  did  protest  to  be  liberate  and  exonered  for  his  admin- 
istration in  the  said  office,  during  the  said  hail  bygone 
space;  but  prejudice  to  the  said  Earl  Marischal,  of  keeping 
the  same  in  all  timo  cowing,  as  iormerly  by  himseli^  and  the 
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said  William  as  his  depute,  or  any  otlier  whom  his  Lord- 
ship shall  appoint  And  upon  all  and  sundiy  the  premisses, 
the  said  William  Wilson  as  procurator  for,  and  in  name  and 
behalf  of  the  said  William,  Earl  Marischal,  asked  and  took 
instruments,  one  or  more,  in  the  hands  of  us  notaries-publick 
under  subscribing.  Thir  things  were  done  place  and  time 
above  mentioned,  before,  and  in  presence  of  Mr.  David 
Lesly,  son  U*  tlie  Earl  of  Leven,  fiovcrnor  of  the  Castle  of 
Edinl>ur^li,  Sir  James  Mackenzie,  Kt.  and  liurt.  Clerk  of 
the  TreasuiT,  and  niany  other  witnesses  needless  to  be  men- 
tioned; as  are  also  tiie  attestations  of  divers  publick  notaries 
to  the  said  deed  or  instrument/  " 

The  royal  Insignia  remained  so  long  immured  in  this 
room,  that  doubts  began  to  exist  if  they  were  actually  there, 
and  Amot,  writing  his  history  of  Edinburgh  at  a  much  later 
period,  remarks,  ^  that  in  one  apartment  of  the  Castle  called 
the  Crown  room,  it  is  pretended  that  the  regalia  of  Scotland 
are  deposited.  Tliat  they  were  lodged  there  with  much  for- 
mality on  the  26th  of  March,  1707,  is  certain,  whetlK  i  tliey  be 
still  there  is  very  prohk  luatical.  If  they  be,  nothing  at  least 
can  be  more  absurd  than  the  way  in  which  they  have  been 
kept.  The  way  to  preserve  an  ohjict  of  great  value  is  not 
to  lock  it  up  for  ever  from  the  eyes  ot  the  public;  quite  tlie 
reverse.  It  is  by  producing  it  at  stated  times,  before  cer- 
tain officers,  as  representing  the  public.  Now,  since  the  re- 
galia were  de{>ositcd,  no  Governor  of  the  Castle,  upon  his 
admission,  has  made  inquiry  if  they  were  left  secure  by  his 
predecessor.  No  mortal  has  been  known  to  have  seen  them.** 

^io^xap^it  {lotitt  of  Joijn  jSalrfitnple, 

John  L)alr>'n»ple,  first  Earl  of  Stair,  was  bom 
1707.  1    '  7 

16'1S,  i)asscd  advocate  1672.  He  was  accused  of 
not  having  levied  suHicient  fines  from  his  tenantry  for  their 
having  attended  Conventicles,  and  was  imprisoned  for  three 
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montha  in  the  Tolbooth  of  £dinburgh|  1G84.  Two  years 
afterwards  he  became  Lord  Advocate,  and  in  other  two 
years,  Lord  Jnsdoe  Clerk,  He  was  Seeratary  of  State  in 
1691,  and  as  such  his  name  is  historically  connected  with 
the  odious  massacre  of  Glencoe.  He  resigned  this  office  in 
1695,  Parliament  having  declared  that  he  then  exceeded  his 
instmetioiis.  He  sacceeded  his  father  as  Visconnt  Stair, 
1695,  and  in  1703  was  created  Earl  of  Stair.   He  died  1707. 

Biogriqplic  Mutftt  of  ftotli  lftel|«lifti. 

John  Hamilton,  Lord  Belhaven,  was  Ijorn  in 
1656.  He  was  a  man  of  high  patriotic  and  inde- 
pendent views.  In  1631  he  was  imprisoned  in  Edinburgh 
Castle  for  having  opposed  the  Test  Act.  He  strennonsly 
resisted  the  Treaty  of  Union  in  1707  in  some  eloquent 
speeches.   He  died  in  1708. 

He  was  distinguished  foot  his  resistance  to  all  the  tyran- 
nical and  persecuting  measures  of  Charles  H.  in  Scotland. 
His  ^Memorable  speeches  in  the  last  Parliament  of  Scot- 
land'' were  published  in  1706,  and  reprintedln  1733. 

In  1709  the  Town  Council  ordered  a  salary  of 
£300  sterling  to  be  paid  to  Sir  rati'ick  Johnston 
their  representative  in  Parliament. 
^^^^       The  celebrated  Daniel  Defoe,  the  anthor  of  Ro- 
binson Crusfje,  became  editor  of  the  Edinburgh 
Covrant  newspaper  in  1710,  and  that  under  the  official  au- 
thority of  the  Town  Council,  as  appears  by  the  following 
municipal  ordinance : 

^  Att  Edinburgh  the  first  day  of  February 
jm  vijc  and  ten  years : 

<<The  same  day  The  CoundU  authoriaed  Mr.  Daniel  De- 
foe to  print  the  Edinburgh  Currant  in  place  of  the  deoeast 

Adam  Bog  Discharging  hereby  any  other  person  to  print 
News  under  tiie  name  of  the  Edinburgh  Currant.'* 
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Tlie  first  number  of  the  Edinburgh  Courant,  edited  by 
l>efoe,  bears  the  following  title :  "  The  Edinburgh  Courant^ 
with  the  Freshest  Advises,  Fonvirrn  and  Domestick.  Pub- 
lished byaathority.  Monday,  March  20th,  1710.''  The 
imprint  was  as  follows:  *^£dmbaigh,  Printed  by  John 
Moucnt)  for  the  Undertakets,  and  to  be  sold  at  Mr*  John 
Johnston's  Honae,  almost  at  the  foot  of  Mowbray's  Clots, 
at  the  Netherbow." 

Bfogroyik^  Xotia  ol  S^ix  Hobrrt  SOihalli. 

Sir  Robert  Sibbald  was  educated  first  at  the  Uni- 
Versity  of  Edinbnrgh,  and  then  at  Leyden,  where 

he  took  liis  medical  decree  in  lOGI,  and  resided  long  in 
E<iiiil  iirtrh  and  the  neighbonihood.  He  was  distinguished 
as  a  pliysician,  a  botanist,  and  an  antiquary.  He  was 
kniglitL'l  In'  Charles  II.,  to  whom  he  was  physician.  He 
was  commanded  by  tlic  king  to  write  a  history  of  all  the 
Counties  of  Scotland,  but  only  finished  the  History  of 
Fife,"  which -was  published  in  1710.  Sibbald  was  distin- 
guished as  a  naturalist,  and  along  with  Sir  Andrew  Balfour, 
was  the  founder  of  a  public  Botanic  garden  at  Edinbnigh. 
He  died  1711.  Many  learned  pqiers  he  read  to  the  Royal 
Society,  were  collected  and  puUished  after  his  decease^  en- 
titled Treatises  coocmiing  Scotland,  as  it  was  of  old  and 
also  in  later  times.  The  fomons  Scottish  antiquarian,  Sir 
Robert  Gordon  of  Straloch,  was  his  iellow-labourer  in  many 
of  these  learned  re^^earches. 

^^^^      In  1718  ihe  Royal  Company  of  Archers,  the  body 
guard  of  the  Sovereign,  was  incorporated  by  Royal 

Charter  from  Queen  Anne. 

Bioflroj^l^K  Xottoe  oi  Bx*  fixt^ibikm  yctcaCm 

^^^^     Dr.  Archibald  Fitcaim,  a  celebrated  Edinbnigh 
physician,  was  bom  there  in  1652.   He  took  his 
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degree  at  Edinbiizgli  University  in  1671.  For  a  short  time 
he  filled  the  Chair  of  Phjnc  at  Leyden  University,  but 
settled  again  in  Edinburgh  as  a  medical  practitioner.  He. 

was  considered  the  first  ph^-sidan  of  his  day,  and  wrote 

works  on  vaiious  subjects  both  in  prose  and  verse.  He  was 
distinguishe<l  as  an  author  for  wit  and  humour.  Pitcairn 
died  at  Edinbuigh  in  17X3. 

^^^^  In  July  1714,  immediately  precediiit;  the  demise 
of  Queen  Anuoy  an  alarm  prevailed  that  tiie  Gov- 
ernment would  take  measures  to  place  the  Pretender^  the 
Chevalier  St.  George,  son  of  James  II.,  on  the  throne ;  and 
thos  defeat  the  saccession  of  the  Honse  of  Hanover.  To 
show  the  fidlacy  of  this  statement,  theMinistiy  issued  a 
proclamation!  offering  a  reward  for  the  apprehension  of  the 
Pketender^  and  on  this  occasion  the  Town  Cooncil  and 
citizens  forwarded  a  loyal  ad<h^  to  the  Queen. 

On  the  death  of  Queen  Anne,  George  I.  was  proclaimed 
King  of  Scotland,  Engluud,  and  Irehmtl,  at  tlie  Cross  of 
Edinburgh,  August  1714  ;  and  on  9th  Sejitomber,  the  Lord 
Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Council  addressed  tlie  first  Sov- 
ereign of  the  House  of  Hanover^  expressing  their  joy  on 
the  occasion. 

^^^^      Gilbert  Bnmeti  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  the  author 
of  the  ''History  of  his  own  Times,**  was  bom  at 
Edinburgh,  18th  September  1643. .  His  father  was  a  Lord 
of  Session  under  the  titular  designation  of  Lord  Crimond, 

and  liis  mother  was  a  sister  of  Sir  Archibald  Johnston, 
Lord  WaiTiston.  His  friends  \vished  Gilbert  to  be  educated 
for  the  law,  but  tlie  church  was  his  choice.  He  was 
ordained  by  tlie  Bishop  of  Edinburgh  in  1665,  and  was 
for  some  years  a  most  exemplar}'  clergyman  at  Saltoun  in 
East  Lothian.   He  was  appointed  to  the  Divinity  chair  in 
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Glasgow  in  1GG9.  He  became  Bishop  of  Salisbmy  in  1689, 
and  daring  the  reign  of  William  and  Maij  was  one  of  the 
Queen*s  principal  advisers.  He  died  in  1715. 

^^^^  William  Carstairs,  Principal  of  the  University  of 
Edinburgh,  was  born  at  Catlicart  near  Glasgow 
1649.  He  became  a  pupil  at  the  University  of  Ediubiugh 
ill  101)8;  he  afterwards  studied  at  Utrecht.  He  was  accused 
of  being  a  party  to  tlie  Kye  House  plot,  and  was  tried  in 
Edinburgh,  and  put  to  tlie  torture. 

On  his  return  to  Holland  in  1685,  he  was  ^pointed  one 
of  the  Chaplains  to  the  Prince  of  Orange.  He  became  a  great 
fiivourite  with  liis  Serene  Higliness,  and  accompanied  him 
to  Britain  at  the  Bevolntion  in  1688,  and  he  was  the  most 
active  person  In  getting  the  aflairs  of  the  Chnrcfa  of  Scot- 
land settled  after  that  event,  which  was  done  hj  the  Par- 
liament of  Scotland  in  1690  embodying  the  Westminster 
Confession  of  Faith  in  an  act  of  Parliament,  and  In  Jnly 
the  same  year  abolishing  Patronage.  He  was  appointed 
Principal  of  the  University  of  Ediubui  <j;h  in  1704,  and 
fipom  being  minister  of  Grryfriars  C'hurcli,  lie  wat*  trans- 
lated to  the  High  Cliurcli  of  Edinburgh  a  few  years  after. 

Carstairs  was  a  remai'kable  man  alike  In  ]K)litics,  litera- 
ture, and  in  the  church.  He  died  in  1715,  and  was  buried 
in  the  Greyfriars  churchyard.  His  letters  and  state  papers 
were  published  in  1774. 

The  Town  Council  received  a  letter  from  the  Duke  of 
Montrose,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  State^  35th  Jnly  1715, 
informing  them  that  the  King  had  mtimated  to  Parliament 
that  the  Pretender,  the  son  of  James  YIL,  intended  to  in- 
vade the  British  dominions,  and  recommending  to  the  Ma- 
gistrates to  take  particnlar  care  of  the  peace  of  the  city. 

Prior  to  that,  on  1st  Febmaiy,  John  Graham  and  otliers 
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had  been  indicted  for  leasing  making  and  slanderous  speeches 
tending  to  excite  sedition,  and  the  corpw  delicti  was  drinks 
ing  the  Fketend«^8  health  at  the  Tron  Cfhnich  as  James 
Yin.,  and  a  happy  restoration  to  him.  One  of  them, 
Crawford,  was  foond  gniltf  and  fined  £50  sterling. 

The  Town  Council  now  resolved  to  put  the  city  into  a 
better  state  of  defence ;  they  added  to  the  number  of  the 
Town  Guard,  and  a ]  pointed  a  corainittee  of  safety,  and  dis- 
tributed arms  among  the  citizens,  who  were  to  be  trained 
in  miHtary  exercises.  They  also  ord<'red  tlie  sluiee  of  tlia 
North  Loch  to  be  shut  for  raising  tlie  water  in  it,  as  a  de- 
fence on  that  side  of  the  town.  They  had  trenches  made, 
and  erected  several  forts,  and  repaired  the  town  wall,  and  laid 
in  stores  of  provisions,  in  case  of  an  attack.  General  Mack- 
intosh crossed  the  Firth  of  Forth  with  about  1,500  men,  and 
was  advancing  towards  Edinboigh  when  he  heard  of  these 
preparations,  and  afraid  of  an  attack  firom  the  Duke  of 
Ai|i^Ie,  remained  bat  a  short  while  in  Leith,  of  which  he 
had  possessed  himself.   He  retreated  to  East  Lothian. 

The  Duke  of  Argj  le  having  defeated  the  Jacobite  *  troops 
under  the  command  of  the  Earl  of  Mar,  at  Shei  iiiniuir, 
near  Dunblane,  13th  November  1715,  and  the  rebelUon 
j^^^  being  speedilv  quelleii ;  tlie  Council  in  March  1716, 
caused  the  gates  of  tlie  city  to  be  taken  down,  the 
new  trenches  levelled,  and  the  barricades  removed.  The 
expense  incurred  by  Edinburgh  on  this  occasion  amounted 
to  £1,736  sterling,  which  was  afterwards  defrayed  by  Gov- 
ernment. 

^^^^      The  last  time  of  riding  the  marches  appears  to 
have  been  in  the  year  1717,  when  the  cavalcade 
was  conducted  in  a  veiy  showy  and  pompons  manner.  The 


*  The  phmfte  "  Jacobito  "  had  its  origin  from  the  name  of  the  deposed 
sovereign  being  James;  he  died  in  1701,  and  his  eldseC  son  *'tbe  Pre' 
tender"  of  1716,  being  alao  James,  served  to  perpetuate  tho  phrase.  To 

tfil>.  dAV  in  Scotlfin  l  t?u  y  sponk  of  tlic  Jarnl  itf  sonprs  nnd  the  jHcobite 
minstielay,  thus  dvttignating  the  aungs  in  favuur  of  the  I^tender's  family. 
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^lagistrates  and  Cotindl  were  attended  by  the  principal 
citisEens  and  chief  ofBcen  of  the  town,  together  irith  the 
Bailies  and  oflBoen  of  Leitb,  and  of  the  rabnrban  districts 

of  Canongate,  Portsburt^li,  and  Potterrow,  and  the  officers 
of  the  citv  traliu'd  bands,  and  bands  of  music,  all  sump- 
tuously apparelled  aud  mounted  on  stately  borses,  well  ac- 
coutred. 

j^^^       In  1718  there  waf  a  threatening  of  a  Spanish  in- 
vasion in  aid  of  the  Pretender,  and  the  Town  Coun- 
cil ordered  the  city  to  be  put  in  a  better  state  of  defence, 
and  augmented  the  nnmber  of  the  town*s  company  of  Fu- 
sileers. 

The  Old  Greyfriars  Church  was  originally  built  with  a 
spire,  which  was  used  for  the  strange  purpose  of  a  powder 
magazine.  The  spire  was  bnmed,  7th  May  1718|  and  was 
never  afterwards  rebnilt. 

At  this  period  the  Magistrates  of  Edinbmgh  were  dis- 
tinguished by  wearing  black  velvet  coats,  for  which  they 
were  allowed  £10  each,  aud  the  Lord  Provost  was  allowed 
a  salary  of  £3U0. 

Notwithstanding  tbo  settlement  of  the  disputes 
1731.  ' 

between  the  merchants  and   trades'  part  of  the 

citizens  by  the  DecreetF-Arbiti-al  of  James  VI.  in  1583,  new 
points  of  difference  appear  to  have  arisen,  and  the  trades 
now  insisted  that  as  one  of  their  deacons  had  long  borne 
the  title  of  Contener,  he  ought  to  be  received  by  the 
Town  Council  in  that  chaxflcter^  and  they  ahw  claimed  some 
other  privileges.  These  claims  led  to  an  action  before  the 
Court  of  Session  between  the  merchants  and  trades^  and 
after  seversl  years  of  litigation,  both  parties  agreed  to  sub- 
mit their  differences  to  Archibald  Earl  of  Hay,  after- 
wards  Duke  of  Aro;yle,  who  pronounced  a  Decreet- 
Arbitral  which  settled  all  these  disputes,  and  along  with 
James  VI.'s  Decreet -Arbitral  of  1583,  ruled  the  munieipal 
elections  to  the  period  of  the  Burgh  Heform  Bill  in  18;53. 
Lord  Hay's  Decreet-Arbitral  will  be  found  among  the  His- 
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torical  Documents  appended  to  this  oeoond  piurt  of  the 
Hiatoiy  of  Edinbuigh. 

By  the  oenBos  of  17S8  the  popnktion  of  Edio- 
biii|;b  tvas  40^420.* 
The  Bon>tigfa4och»  which  lies  to  the  sonth  side  of  Edin- 
biii|;h,  seems  originally  to  have  been  a  loch^  and  called  the 
South  loch  in  contradistinc^on  to  the  North  loch  on  the 
other  side  of  the  town.  It  was  commenced  to  be  drained 
about  the  beginning  of  the  sevcnteeiUli  century,  and  in 
1()58  it  was  let  to  a  person  of  the  name  of  Straton,  with 
its  marshes  for  nineteen  years,  at  the  annual  rent  of  one 
thousand  pounds  Scottish  money.  In  1722,  it  was  let 
to  Tiiomas  Hope,  on  a  lease  of  iitty-seveti  years,  at  the 
rent  of  eight  hundred  pounds  Scottish,  he  engaging  to 
drain  the  said  loch  and  to  make  a  walk  round  it  twenty- 
four  feet  broad,  enclosed  with  a  hedge  and  a  double  row 
of  trees,  and  a  walk  across  (rom  north  to  sonth  thirty  feet 
broad,  with  two  rows  of  lime  trees  and  a  narrow  canal  on 
each  side.  This  was  the  origin  of  Hop^s  Park  as  it  was  long 
called,  or  the  Meadows  which  has  been  its  more  modem 
designation:  a  place  well  known  as  a  healthful  scene  of 
recreation  for  the  children  residing  in  the  sontbeni  part  of 
Edinburgh — and  aged  citizens  retired  from  the  more  active 
cares  of  lite.  And  here  occasionally  septuagenaria.a  military 
lienjes  used  to  meet  in  a  forenoon  walk  and  fight  their  battles 
o*er  again : 

«•  ^ad  thrice  tbey  slew  the  sUdal" 


iS(98n99(f  lloticf  of  Mfumm  WSUtUmu 

James  Watson,  for  a  long  p  riod,  the  principal 
newsmonger  of  Edinburgh,  and  the  author  of  the 
History  of  Printing  in  Scotland,  was  a  native  of  Aberdeen. 
He  removed  to  £dinbui|i^  in  1695,  where  he  carried  on 


•  Id  laOl  It  had  doebbd,  being  tkm  tt,Ma 

L 
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business  as  a  printer,  and  brought  out  the  KJinburgh  Gazette. 
In  1711,  he  was  appointed  printer  in  Edinbur^di  to  Queen 
Anne.  In  1715,  he  printed  two  Bibles  of  great  typogra- 
phical beauty »    Watson  died  in  1722. 

iStogriqplie  lUiKct  of  ftotO  Jiniiil«f«|«IL 

Sir  John  Lauder,  Lord  Fountainhall ;  an  eminent 

1722. 

lawyer,  was  bom  in  Edinburgh  1646.  He  passed 
advocate  I6689  began  to  record  that  part  of  the  decisions 
of  the  Court  of  Session,  afterwards  published  as  ^  Fountain- 
hairs  Decisions,"  He  acted  as  counsel  for  the  Earl  of  Ar- 
gyle  in  16t$l.  He  was  one  of  the  assessoia  for  the  city  of 
Edinburgh.  In  1685,  he  was  member  of  parliament  ibr 
Haddingtonshire.  He  was  appointed  a  Lord  of  Session  in 
1689^  and  died  in  1722. 

In  1725  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  Lawnmarket.  The 
damage  done  was  very  considerable,  and  a  sum  ui' 
about  £1,000  was  raised  for  the  sufferers. 

Alexander  Nesbit,  the  celebrated  antiquary  and 
writer  on  heraldry,  wa.s  buia  in  Edinburgh  lo72. 
His  father  was  Lord  President  of  the  Court  of  Session. 
Besides  liis  antiquarian  works  he  published  a  Collection  of 
the  Decisions  ot  tiie  Court  of  Session  1655  to  1687.  His 
principal  work,  tlie  "  System  of  Heraldry  ,"  was  published 
at  Edinburgh — the  first  volume  in  1722,  and  the  second 
after  his  death.   He  died  in  1725. 

On  the  accession  of      m  ^jr  11.  to  the  tlimnf^  in 

17S7* 

1727,  the  Magistrates  presented  a  congratulatory 
address.  His  son,  Frederick,  Prince  of  Wales,  at  that 
time  held  the  additional  title  of  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  whicli 
is  alluded  to  in  the  same  document. 
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^^^^  Robert  DandM  of  Arniston  was  educated  as  a 
kwyer,  and  Mowed  a  similar  career  to  hu  fiith^^ 
fint  Lccd  Axmstoiiy  by  being  member  of  pariiament  ibr  the 
shire  of  Edinbvirgb,  and  also  in  1689  being  raised  to  the 
bench  as  Liord  Arniston,  which  he  adonu  d  with  honour 
and  integrity  Juring  the  lengthened  period  oi  thirty-seven 
years.    He  died  1727. 


James  Anderson,  son  of  Patrick  Anderson,  one 
of  the  penecnted  Presbyterian  ministers  at  Edin- 
burgh, was  bom  there  in  1662,  and  educated  at  Edinburgh 
Unimsily.  In  1691  he  passed  Writer  to  the  Signet.  In 
1705  he  published  an  **  Essay  showing  that  the  crown  of 
Scotland  is  Imperial  and  Independent;"  fbr  this  he  received 
thanks  of  the  Scottish  Parliament.  In  1715  he  was 
appointed  Postmaster-General  for  Scotland.  His  ^Cd- 
leetions  relating  to  the  Wt^ary  of  Qneen  Maiy,**  appesred 
in  1727.  He  died  in  1728,  and  his  extensive  woric  with 
engravings  of  tlie  charters,  seals,  and  coins  of  the  Scottish 
monarchs,  was  pnblished  in  1730,  entitled,  "  Selectus  Diplo- 
inatum  et  Nuinisuiatum  Scotia^  Thesaurus.** 


John  Law  of  Laoiistony  the  famous  financial  spe- 
cnlatoTy  was  the  son  of  an  Edinboigh  goldsmith, 
and  wa"?  ^<>m  in  the  city,  1671.  He  succeeded  to  the 
estate  of  Lauriston,  in  the  vicinity  of  Edinburgh,  on  his 
jfathei^s  death.  After  many  specnlative  schemes  he  went  to 
France^  and  became  Comptroller-General  of  the  Finances 
there.  He  died  in  poverty  at  Venice  in  1729. 
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iStosraylfr  KoKct  of  BwM  Sfte. 

The  diatingnished  writer  Daniel  Defoe,  was  bom  in 
1663.  Oneof  lu8fintprodacdon&waa<<TlieTnie 
Bom  Englishman  "  in  1701,  which  attracted  the  fitvonrable 
notice  of  Bang  William  III.  In  1706|  he  published  a 
"  Vindication  of  the  Union  with  Scotland."  As  already  nar- 
rated, he  became  editor  of  the  £dinbnrgh  Courant  in  1710, 
and  resided  for  a  period  in  the  capital  of  Scotland.  His 
Robinson  Cru.soe  appeared  in  1719,  perhaps  the  most  cele- 
hrati'd  work  of  tictioii  in  Englisli  literature,  founded  on 
the  real  history  of  AJexnnder  Selkiik,  a  native  of  Lar^o, 
in  Scotland.  lie  was  one  ot  the  most  voluminous  and 
ifuitistrious  writers  in  the  English  language,  lie  died  in 
1731. 


^^^^  Thomas  Boston^  the  famous  autlior  of  the  Four/M 
Siaiey  was  bom  at  Dunse,  1676.  He  became  a 
student  at  the  University  of  Edinburgh  1691^  where  he 
continned  for  three  consecutive  sessions^  and  in  the  winter 
l«)y5-6  he  attended  the  Divinity  Hall  there.  He  was 
licensed  no  a  preacher  in  1()97.  He  was  ordained  minister 
■)f  Simprini  in  l<)'.>i>,  and  was  translated  to  Ettrick  in  1707. 
He  took  an  active  part  in  the  proceedings  ot"  the  General 
Assemhlies  of  the  JScottish  Church.  His  popular  work,  the 
Fourfold  Statey  a  book  which  used  to  be  in  the  hands  of 
most  of  the  Scottish  peasantry',  was  published  in  1720.  He 
died  at  Ettrick,  2d  May  1732,  where  there  is  a  handsome 
obelisk  erected  to  his  memory, 

A  very  remarkable  event  in  the  history  of  Edin- 
burgh took  i^aoe  in  the  year  1736.  Two  men,  Wil« 
son  and  Bobertson,  were  condemned  to  death  for  robbing  the 
Collector  of  Excite  at  Fittenweemi  and  according  to  the 
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custom  Mowed  with  oondemued  criminalfl,  tbej  were  taken 
on  the  Sabbath  prior  to  their  intended  ezecntion  to  hear 

8ermon  at  the  Tolbooth  Church. 

When  the  audience  were  departing,  Wilson  seized  one 
of  tlie  guards  with  each  hand,  and  a  third  with  his  teeth, 
callinix  to  his  fellow  culprit  to  make  his  escape,  which  he  did. 
Wilson  now  became  an  object  of  public  sympathy,  and  the 
Magistrates  afraid  of  a  riot,  and  an  attempt  to  rescue  the 
prisoner  on  the  day  of  his  execution,  supplied  the  city 
guard,  under  Captain  Porteous^  with  ball  cartridge.  The 
crowd  having  thro^vn  stones  at  the  executioner  and  the 
Town  Guard|  after  the  sentence  had  been  inflicted  at  the 
Grassmarket,  Captain  Porteons  nuhly  ordered  his  men  to 
fire;  by  which  six  people  were  killed,  and  eleven  wounded. 
Porteons  was  tried  for  murder  and  condemned. 

Georjge  II.  being  then  in  Hanover,  Queen  Oazbline^  who 
was  Regent,  granted  a  respite  to  the  convict,  but  such  was 
the  feeling  of  the  people  against  Porteous,  that  they  deter- 
mined he  should  sutler  in  spite  of  the  royal  clemency. 

They  assembled,  7th  September  1736,  the  night  previous 
to  that  which  had  been  fixed  for  his  execution,  and  shut  the 
gates  of  the  City,  seized  the  Town  Guard,  and  oj)ened 
the  prison.  The  Magistrates  in  vain  endeavoured  to  quell 
the  riot.  The  people  marched  with  torches  to  the  Grass- 
market, — opened  a  shop  in  the  West  Bow,  and  took  out 
ropes  for  which  they  left  money,  and  hanged  Porteous  on  a 
dyei^s  post,  near  the  spot  where  the  people  had  been  killed. 

Sir  Walter  Scott,  in  his  <Heart  of  Mid-Lothian,'  gives 
mn  aoeumte  and  interesting  acoount  of  the  Porteous  mob. 
Hb  description  of  the  old  City  Gnard-house  where  the  insur- 
gents went  to  procure  arms  is  very  graphic. — It  stood  in  the 
middle  of  the  High  Street  below  the  Cross.  He  remarks  that 
it  was  a  long,  low,  ugly  building,  which  to  a  fanciful  imagi- 
nation might  have  suggested  the  idea  of  a  long  black  snail 
crawling  up  the  mid  lie  of  the  High  Street,  and  deforming 
its  beautiful  esplanade.   Then  agaiji  his  description  of  the 
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neighbourhood  of  the  Parliament  Square,  St.  Gilet'  Cathe- 
dral, with  the  adjoining  narrow-  lane  of  odd-looldng  shops 
which  many  of  our  readers  will  recollect  existing  there  with 
the  old  Luckenbooths  adjoining,  is  extremely  interesting  to 
those  whose  minds  are  sensitively  alire  to  the  changes  made 
on  old  Edinburgh.  Sir  Walter  describes  one  of  his  char- 
acters as  passing  through  the  narrow  imd  partly  covered 
passage  leading  from  the  north-west  end  of  the  Parliament 
Square,  and  standiiifr  before  the  Gothic  entrance  of  the 
ancient  prison  of  E(linl)iiro;li,  which  wjis  called  the  Heart  of 
MiH-Lothian,  and  reared  its  ancient  front  in  the  middle  of 
tiie  street,  forming,  as  it  were,  the  tennination  to  a  hugopile 
of  buildings  called  the  Luckenbooths,  which  for  some  incon- 
ceivable reason,  our  ancestors  had  jammed  into  the  midst  of 
the  principal  street  of  the  town,  leaving  for  passage  a  nat^ 
row  street  on  the  north;  and  on  the  south,  into  which  the 
prison  opened)  a  narrow  crocked  lane^  grinding  betwixt  the 
high  and  sombre  walls  of  the  Tolbooth  and  the  adjacent 
houses  on  the  one  side,  and  the  buttresses  and  projections  of 
the  old  Cathedral  upon  the  other."  He  adds,  that  to  give 
some  gaiety  to  this  sombre  passage,  well  known  by  the  name 
of  the  Krames,  onr  forefathers  had  erected  a  number  of 
bizarre  little  booths  or  shops,  after  the  manner  of  cobblers' 
stalls,  plastered  as  it  were  against  the  Gothic  projections  and 
abutments,  so  that  it  seemed  as  if  these  traders  occupied  with 
nests,  every  buttress  of  the  building.  These  booths,  Sir 
Walter  remarks,  had  ^'degenerated  into  mere  toy-shopa, 
where  the  little  loiterers  diiefly  interested  in  such  wares 
were  tempted  to  linger,  enchanted  by  the  rich  display  of 
hobby-horses,  babies,  and  Dutch  toys,  arrange  in  artful 
and  gay  oonfusion;  yet  half«ecared  by  the  cross-looks  of  the 
withered  pantaloon,  or  spectacled  old  lady,  by  whom  these 
tempting  stores  were  watched  and  superintended.** 

When  accounts  of  this  formidable  riot  were  received  at 
Court,  it  was  alleged  that  Queen  Caroline  was  so  indignant 
that  she  tlireatened  to  turn  Scotland  into  a  hunting  field, 
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aiid  thftt  tbe  Duke  of  Argyle  told  her  in  that  case  it  was 
time  he  was  off  to  prepare  hie  hounds. 

Serm  measures  were  taken  against  Edinbnx]^  and  a 
royal  prodamalioii  was  issaed,  offering  a  pardon  to  any  ac- 
complice and  a  reward  of  £20(^  fivr  the  disooveiy  of  those 
ooDoemed  in  the  riot  This  prodamatioB  was  ordered  to  be 
read  fiemn  the  pulpits  in  Bdinborgh  on  the  first  Sunday  of 
each  month  for  a  year.  The  reading  of  this  was  unpopular 
both  u  ith  the  clcrg}'  and  the  people,  and  one  city  minister  fell 
upon  the  in|2^nious  expedient  of  stating  to  liis  congregation, 
when  he  had  concluded  the  ordinary  public  services  of  the  day, 
that  he  had  a  Royal  Proclamation  which  it  was  imperative 
on  him  to  read  from  the  {)u]})it,  but  he  did  not  find  that 
they  were  bound  to  remain  to  hear  it,~he  would  thera&re 
pause  a  few  minutes  before  commencing.  During  this  space 
the  audience  all  took  their  departure,  leaving  Queen 
Caroline's  proclamation  to  sound  through  the  emptjr  church. 

All  the  eflforts  of  government  to  discover  the  goilty 
parties  were  onayailing.  The  whole  afiair  had  been  con- 
ducted with  the  most  consummate  secrecy  and  skiUi  and 
WIS  viewed  as  of  such  importanoey  that  Smollett,  in  his  con- 
tinuation of  Hume's  ffistory,  gives  the  following  account  of 
the  proceedings  in  Parliament  regarding  it: 

"  Tlio  iiiiiiihter,  Lord  Carteret,  referred  to  the  atro- 

1787. 

cious  inuider  of  Captain  Porteous,  as  a  flagrant  in- 
sult upon  the  ^vernmeiit,  and  a  violation  of  the  public 
peace,  so  much  the  more  dangerous,  as  it  >  ■(  iiicd  to  have 
been  concerted  and  executed  with  deliberation  and  decency. 
He  suspected  that  some  citizens  of  Edinburgh  had  been 
concerned  in  the  murder;  not  only  from  this  drcumstancoy 
but  likewise  because,  notwithstanding  the  reward  of  two 
hundred  pounds^  which  had  been  offered  by  proclamation 
for  the  disooveiy  of  any  person  who  acted  in  that  tragedy, 
not  one  individual  had  as  yet  been  detected.  He  seemed  to 
think  that  the  Magistrates  had  encouraged  the  riot,  and  that 
the  city  had  fedeited  its  charter;  and  he  proposed  a  minute 
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enquiry  into  the  particulars  of  the  affair.  He  was  seconded 
by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  and  tlie  Earl  of  Hay;  though  this 
last  nobleman  differed  in  opinion  with  him  in  respect  to  the 
charter  of  the  city^  which^  he  said^  could  not  be  justly  for- 
feited by  the  fiiult  of  the  Magistracy.  The  lords  resolved, 
That  the  Magistrates  and  other  persons  from  whom  they 
might  obtain  the  necessary  information  concerning  this  riot 
should  be  ordered  to  attend;  and  that  an  address  should  foe 
presented  to  his  Majesty,  desiring  tliat  tlic  difi'erent  accounts 
and  papers  relating  to  the  murder  of  Caj)tain  Porteous 
might  be  submitted  to  the  perusal  of  the  house.  These 
documents  being  accordingly  examined,  an  1  all  the  wit- 
nesses arrived,  including  three  Scottish  judges,  a  debate 
arose  about  the  manner  in  which  these  last  should  be  in- 
terrogatedy  whether  at  the  bar,  at  the  table,  or  on  the  wool- 
sacks. Some  Scottish  lords  asserted,  that  they  had  a  right 
to  be  seated  next  to  the  judges  of  England:  but  after  a  long 
debate  this  claim  was  rejected,  and  the  judges  of  Scotland 
appeared  at  the  bar  in  their  robes.  A  bill  was  brought  in 
to  disable  Alexander  Wilson,  Esquire,  Lord  Ftovost  of  Ed- 
inburgh, firom  enjoying  any  office  or  place  of  Magistracy  in 
the  city  of  Edinburgh,  or  elsewhere  in  Great  Britain;  for 
imprisoning  the  said  Alexander  Wilson;  for  abolishing  tlie 
guard  of  that  city;  and  for  taking  away  the  gates  of  the 
Kethcr-bov\ -port,  so  as  to  open  a  commimication  between 
the  city  and  tiie  suburlKS,  in  which  the  KinL'Vs  troops  are 
quartered.  The  Duke  of  AriTr  le,  in  arguing  against  this 
bill,  said  he  could  not  tiiink  of  a  proceeding  more  harsh  or 
unprecedented  than  the  present,  as  he  believed  there  was 
no  instance  of  the  whole  weight  of  parliamentary  indigna- 
tiouy  for  such  he  called  a  proceeding  by  a  bill  ex  pott  faeto, 
falling  npon  any  single  person,  far  less  upon  any  community 
ibr  crimes  that  were  within  the  reach  of  the  inftrior  courts 
of  justice:  fot  this  reason  he  observed,  that  if  the  Lord  Fh»- 
Tost  and  citizens  of  Edinbmgh  should  suffer  in  the  terms  of 
the  present  bill,  they  would  sofier  by  a  cruel,  unjust,  and 
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fimtafticsl  proceeding;  a  prooeedbg  of  which  the  wont  nae 
might  be  made^  if  ever  the  nation  dionld  have  tiie  tniBfortnnc 
to  fidl  under  a  partial,  selfanteretted  admimitntioQ.  He 
told  them  be  sat  in  the  Parliament  of  Soodand  when  that 
part  of  the  treaty  of  Union  relating  to  the  privileges  of  the 
m^ral  bnighs  was  settled  on  the  same  footing  as  religion ; 
that  is,  they  were  made  unalterable  by  any  subsequent  par- 
liament ot  Great  Britain.  NotAitlititaiuiing  the  eloquence 
and  warmth  of  his  remonstrance,  the  bill  was  sent  down  to 
the  House  of  (Commons,  where  it  produced  a  violent  contest. 
The  Coimuoiis  set  on  foot  a  severe  scrutiny  into  the  parti- 
cular circumstances  that  preceded  and  attended  the  murder 
of  Porteous:  from  the  esmmination  of  the  witnesses  it  ap- 
peared that  no  freeman  or  citizen  of  £dinburgh  was  con- 
cerned in  the  riot,  which  was  chiefly  composed  of  ooontiy 
people,  excited  by  the  relations  of  some  unhappy  persons 
whom  Porteous  and  his  men  bad  slain  at  the  execution  of 
the  smuggler;  and  these  were  assisted  by  'prentio^boys 
and  the  lowest  class  of  vagabonds  that  happened  to  be  at 
Edinburgh:  that  the  Lord  Provost  had  taken  all  the  pre- 
cantions  to  prevent  mischief  that  his  reflection  suggested : 
that  he  even  exposed  liis  person  to  llie  rage  ot  tlie  iiiultitude, 
in  his  cniieavour  to  disjjerse  them;  and  that,  if  he  had  done 
amiijs,  he  erred  fn>m  want  <it'  judgment  rather  than  from 
want  of  inclination  to  protect  the  unlinppy  Porteous.  It 
likewise  appeared  that  Mr.  Lindsay,  member  Ibr  the  city  of 
£dinburgh,  had  gone  in  person  to  General  Moyle,  com- 
mander of  the  forces  in  Nortii-Britain^  informed  him  of  the 
riot,  implor^  his  immediate  assistance,  and  promised  to 
condnct  his  troops  into  the  city;  and  that  his  suit  was  re- 
jectedi  because  he  oonld  not  produce  a  written  order  firom 
the  Magistracy^  which  he  neither  could  have  obtained  in 
such  ooidusioii,  nor  ventured  to  cany  about  his  person 
through  the  midst  of  an  enraged  populace.  The  Soottiali 
members  exerted  themselves  with  uncommon  vivadfy  in 
defence  of  their  capital.   Lord  Folwarth  dedared,  that  if 
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any  gentleman  would  show  where  one  argument  in  the 
charge  against  the  Lord  Provost  and  the  city  of  Edinburgh 
had  been  proved,  he  would  that  instant  give  his  vote  for  the 
commitment  of  the  bill.  He  said,  if  gentlemen  would  lay 
their  hands  upon  their  hearts,  and  ask  themselves,  whether 
they  would  have  voted  in  this  manner  had  the  case  of  Edin- 
burgh been  that  of  the  city  of  Bristol,  York,  or  Norwich^  he 
was  persuaded  they  would  have  required  that  evexy  tittle  of 
tlie  charge  against  them  should  have  been  fully  and  un- 
deniably proved." 

The  clauses  for  imprisoning  the  Lord  Provost,  abolishing 
the  city  Guard,  and  removing  the  Nether-bo w-})ort,  were 
left  out,  and  a  fine  of  two  tliousand  pounds  imposed  on  the 
city,  for  the  benefit  of  Porteous*  widow.  In  the  House  of 
Commons  the  remarkable  cticnmstance  of  an  equal  number 
voting  on  each  side,  on  reporting  the  bill  as  amended,  oc- 
cuned.  The  casting  vote  of  the  chairman  was  given  for  the 
bill,  and  it  then  passed  the  House  of  Peers  as  modified,  and 
received  the  royal  assent. 

To  prevent  any  similar  riots  in  Edinbui^h  in  future,  the 
Town  Council  ordained  that  on  the  first  appearance  of  any 
tlisturbance,  without  waiting  for  alarm  bell  or  other  warning 
all  the  public  bodies  and  companies  of  the  city  should  im- 
mediately assemble  at  the  Council  Chamber  to  receive  in- 
structions for  their  guidance  in  preserving  the  peace  of 
the  city. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scot- 

1740. 

land,  held  <'it  Edinbuigh  in  1722,  passed  an  act 
whidi  seemed  to  infringe  on  the  light  <)f  members  of  con- 
gregations to  call  their  own  pastors.  Ebeneaer  Erskine, 
one  of  the  ndmsters  of  Stirling^  protested  against  this. 

The  Established  Church  adopted  proceedings  against 
Efsktne,  and  finally  in  1740  deposed  him  and  sevenl  other 
defgymeni  who  had  already  seceded  Seam  the  Establish- 
ment, under  the  name  of  the  Associate  Presbytery. 

This  was  the  origin  of  the  large  body  that  now  exists  as 
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the  United  Presbyterian  church  in  Edinburgh  and  through- 
out Scotland — though  for  a  long  period  they  existed  as  two 
■eparate  bodiss,  Burghers  and  Anti-Bufgheny  differing  on 
the  lawibfaiefls  of  a  cUnue  in  the  Bnigen  oath. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1740,  the  weather 
waa  veiy  seyerey— a  gieat  acardlj  of  Tictnala  waa 
eiperienced  in  Edinburgh,  and  ooala  were  wiih  difBeultfr 
brought  into  the  town.  The  Magistrates,  aided  by  private 
and  public  contributions,  purchased  grain,  which  they  dis- 
tributed to  the  poor  at  easy  rates. — Money  was  lent  by  the 
banks  to  the  Magistratei*  without  interest,  and  ^ir.  Ooutts, 
the  individual  wlio  fii*st  established  the  well  known  bankinc; 
house  of  Sir  William  Forbi\s  &  Co.,  and  otht-rs  imported 
grain,  which  they  delivered  to  the  city  at  prime  cost.  In 
this  way  the  distress  was  much  alleviated ;  but  a  bad  harvest 
intervening,  prices  became  uncommonly  hi^y  and  the  people 
nnfbrtunatcly  broke  into  tumult,  plundered  several  granaries 
at  Bell's  Milla  and  Leith  Mills,  and  were  not  restrained  tiU 
the  militaiy  were  called  out  and  fired  on  the  mob. 

In  Febmaij  1744^  the  Mjanpna  of  Tweeddale,  one 
of  the  SecretarioB  of  State  for  Scotland,  and  the  laat 
who  held  that  office,  sent  a  letter  to  the  Lord  Provost,  in- 
timating  that  His  Majesty  had  advices  that  great  pre- 
parations were  making  in  France  to  invade  Britain  in  behalf 
of  the  Pretender,  wliose  eldest  son,  Prince  Charles  Edward, 
was  expected  to  head  an  expedition;  and  requesting  the 
Magistrates  to  take  ail  due  precautions  for  presierving  the 
public  tranquillity. 

This  letter  was  duly  responded  to ;  but  in  the  fol- 
lowing year,  one  of  more  decisive  import  arrived  from 
the  same  authority.  It  was  received  by  Archibald  Stewart^ 
then  Lord  Provost  and  Member  of  Parliament  ion  the  cil|^| 
and  waa  as  Mows : 
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WiUTBHALL,  im  AuguH,  1745. 

Mt  LOBDy 

Their  Excellencies,  the  Lords  Jiutioes, 
having  received  intelligence  that  the  Pretender's  son  is  al- 
ready landed,  or  intending  to  land  in  Scotland,  have  recom- 
mended it  to  me  to  give  you  notice  thereof ;  that  you  may  ex- 
ert your  care  and  vigUancc  on  this  occasion,  and  make  use 
of  such  j)rccautions  as  you  shall  judge  necessary  for  j)reserv- 
ing  the  public  peace  within  the  bounds  of  your  jurisdictioii ; 
I  am,  ray  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  humble  S(>r\  ant, 

TW££DDAJL£. 

King  George  II.  was  then  on  a  visit  to  Hanover. 

The  Lord  Provost  transmitted  the  following  reply  to  the 
Marquia  of  Tweeddale's  letter :  <^  My  Lord,  I  received  the 
honour  of  yours  of  the  13th  currenti  and  *tis  with  pleasure  I 
assure  your  Lordship,  that  this  town  was  never  better  affect- 
ed, nor  more  peaceable  than  at  present.  Nothing  shall  be 
neglected  on  my  part,  to  preserve  the  people  in  their  du^ 
towards  their  king  and  their  country ;  and  we  trust  in  God 
that  no  threatened  danger  shall  ever  reach  us.  At  the  same 
time,  we  are  not  to  sit  down  in  .secuiity,  but  will  keep  a  ' 
watchful  eye,  in  order  to  prtjvent,  as  far  as  it  is  in  our 
power,  everything  that  may  disturb  the  peace  of  this  place. 
1  beg  you'll  believe  me  to  be,  witii  tiio  highest  and  most  pro- 
found respect,  &c., — Akcuibali^  Stewakt." 

EDlNBtTROB,  I7tk  Augmff  1745. 

There  was  a  species  of  romance  attending  this  expedition 
of  Prince  Ohailes  Edwaid  Stuart,  which  has  invested  it 
with  a  certain  charm  in  histoiy,  and  associated  his  name 
with  Scottish  song  and  the  Jaoobite  relicB  of  Scotland. 

Contrary  to  the  advice  of  his  friends,  he  landed  in  .ScoU 
land,  almost  entirely  destitute  of  money  and  troops,  endea- 
vouring to  regain  the  throne  of  his  ancestors.  After  a  fort- 
night's voyage,  his  vessel,  the  Duutelie,  uirived  near  the 
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Islet  of  Erisca,  between  Barra  and  South  Uisty  and  he 
landed  in  Moidart  on  5th  August)  1745,  accompanied  only 
hf  the  Marqiua  of  TuUibardine  and  six  other  friends;  thegr 
were  afterwards  called  the  seveo  men  of  Moidart, — and  he 
raised  the  Highland  standard  at  Glenfinnan,  on  the  19th 
of  the  same  month,  the  anniveruoy  of  that  day  on  which 
his  progenitor,  Mary  Queen  of  Soots,  nearly  two  oentories 
before,  landed  at  Leitfa,  alao  fmm  France. 

Sir  John  Cope  commanded  the  Koyalist  troops  in  Edin- 
burgh at  this  period,  and  on  the  same  day,  19th  August,  left 
the  city  for  the  North  to  meet  the  insurgents.  For  sonio 
time  tlie  citizens  felt  considerable  anxiety  about  tlie  result 
of  ids  encountering  tlie  Highland  troops,  though  they  had 
little  fear  about  their  own  capital.  Meanwhile,  Prince 
Charles'  Highland  followers  increased,  and  avoiding  an  en- 
gagement with  Cope,-*-or  Cope  avoiding  an  engagement 
witli  him — he,  with  great  activity  and  spirit,  descended  upon 
the  Lowlands  hy  Perth,  crossing  the  liver  Forth  by  the  loud 
of  F^,  a  few  miles  above  Sturlijig.  On  the  I6th  Sep- 
tember,  he»  with  his  army,  reached  Linlithgow,  and  on  the 
following  morning  proceeded  towards  Edinburgh.  On  aiw 
riving  at  Corstorphine,  three  miles  from  the  diy;  to  avoid 
the  gnns  of  the  Castle  he  diverged  by  a  road  in  a  sonthem 
direction,  towards  the  village  of  Slateford,  and  his  men 
bivouacked  in  a  field  ealled  Gray's  park.  From  the  com- 
mencement of  the  ijioiith  of  September,  the  citizens  of  Ed- 
inburgh had  become  senously  alarmed  about  the  state  of 
affairs,  and  preparations  for  the  defence  of  the  capital  were 
commeiu  <  il. 

At  that  time,  the  city  was  partly  surrounded  by  a  wall 
and  partly  by  the  North  Loch.  The  town  wall  was  repaired 
wilh  the  utmost  expedition,  heightened  in  some  places,  and 
castellated  in  others,  and  wooden  floors  were  laid  in  various 
parts  of  the  bulwarks  whereon  to  mount  artiUeiy;  a  sub- 
scription was  opened  for  volunteers,  to  which  many  of  the 
citusens  contributed|  and  others  enlisted  in  a  regiment  of  one 
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thousand  foot  which  was  forming.  Of  this  regiment  the 
Lord  Provost  was  appointed  colonel.  On  ihe  13th  Sep- 
tember, the  trained  bands  were  ordered  to  mount  guaixi  in 
the  Farliainent  House — ^the  volunteeray  consisting  of  six 
companies,  in  the  Exchequer  Chamber,  and  the  fidinburgfa 
regiment  in  the  Jutticiaiy  hall;  there  were  also  three 
volunteer  companies  of  Seceden^*  a  company  of  fiudleers 
oonsiflting  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  men — and  abont  two 
hundred  penons  from  the  county  of  Mid-Lotbian,  who  came 
in  to  defend  the  dty.  All  was  now  harry  and  eonfiuion — 
the  cash  of  the  two  banks^  of  the  public  offices,  and  the  most 
valuable  eflects  of  the  private  cttiaens  were  removed  to  the 
Castle  ibr  security — palisades  were  efected — ^the  town's 
gates  barricaded,  and  cannon  placed  on  the  city  wall.  On 
the  fifteenth  September,  intelligence  anived  that  the  van  of 
the  Highland  army  was  at  Linlithgow,  and  detachments 
from  it  witliiii  a  few  miles  of  Edinburgh,  and  Colonel  Gar- 
diner's regiment  of  dragoons  retreating  before  tiiem.  Hamil- 
ton's regiment  of  dra^xins  was  now  sent  from  Leith  Links 
to  join  Colonel  Gardiner's  at  Corstorphine.  This  happened 
on  a  Sabbath  in  Edinburgh;  the  ministei*s  weie  preaching 
with  swords  by  their  sides  when  the  fiie-bell  was  rung  as  a 
signal  of  dang^,  and  the  churches  were  then  deserted.  The 
volunteers  were  ranged  up  in  the  Lawnmaxkety  ready  to 
march  out  of  town,  but  some  murmuring  and  faint-hearted- 
nesB  being  displayed,  the  ex-provoet,  Mr.  Geoige  Drnmmond, 
anxious  to  put  a  stop  to  this,  led  off  a  portion  of  the  volun- 
teers down  the  West  Bow  to  the  West  Port,  expecting  that 
the  rest  would  follow,  but  on  arriving  at  that  city  gate,  he 
found  his  troops  had  almost  all  melted  away.  The  town 
guard  and  the  volunteers,  by  order  of  the  Lord  Provost, 
marched  out  to  join  the  dragoons  at  Corstorphine.  Gen- 
eral Foukes,  wlio  had  just  arrived  from  London,  took 
command  of  this  little  aruiy,  and  by  order  of  General  Guest, 

•  Mwtknd's  Hiatoiy  of  Edinburgh. 


Digitized  by  Google 


176 


the  govenor  of  the  Gasttey  maiehed  oot  to  Coltbridge^  a 
phwe  one  mile  west  of  the  dtyp  near  OorBtor])}iine.  A 
panic  here  oommcnoed  among  the  dxagoons,  and  thej  re- 
treated with  great  speed  to  the  open  ooontiy  beyond  Edin- 
burgh, traversing  the  lang  dykes,  ground  now  occupied  by 
Prince's  Strtret.  This  inovemeut  waa  afterwards  in  ridicule 
styled  the  Cantor  of  Colthrigg, 

A  clamour  now  arose  in  Edinbui  frh  that  the  dragoons 
having  fled,  it  was  useless  to  think  of  defending  the  town^ 
aud  many  of  the  inhabituits  were  leaving  it,  but  a  meeting 
was  held  in  the  New  church  aisle  to  conmder  the  question 
of  defend  or  not  defend  the  city;  the  miyority  were  in  fiiYonr 
of '  not  defend,*  and  it  was  lesolved  to  treat  with  the  enemy 
and  iqipoint  conmiinionen  for  that  pnrposoi  when  a  letter 
was  handed  in  addreaeed  to  the  Lord  FroTOBt,  Magistratea, 
and  Town  Cooncil.  It  was  announced  that  this  epistle  was 
subscribed  «€faaries  P,  E.**  The  Lord  IWost  said  he 
conld  not  be  present  at  the  reading  of  sncfa  a  letter,  and  left 
the  meeting,  but  it  was  afterwards  read  at  a  meeting  in  the 
Goldsmith's  HaU.    It  wus  an  ibliows; 

"  From  oca  Camp,  1 0th  September,  1745. 
Being  now  in  a  condition  to  make  our  way  into  the 
capital  of  his  Majes^s  ancient  kingdom  of  Scotland,  we 
hereby  summon  you  to  receive  us,  as  yon  are  in  doty  hound 
to  do;  and  in  order  to  it,  we  hereby  require  you,  on  receipt 
of  this,  to  summon  the  Town  CoundJ^  and  to  take  proper 
measures  for  securing  the  peace  of  the  ctty^  which  we  are 
very  desirous  to  protect.  But  if  you  sufier  any  of  the 
usmrper^s  troops  to  enter  the  town^  or  any  of  the  cannon, 
arms,  or  ammunition,  now  in  it,  whether  belonging  to  the 
public,  or  to  private  persons,  to  be  carried  off,  we  shall  take 
it  as  a  breach  of  your  duty,  and  a  heinous  offence  against 
tlie  King  luid  us,  and  shall  resent  it  accordingly.  We  pro- 
mise to  preserve  all  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  city  and 
the  particular  property  of  every  one  of  his  Majesty's  subjects. 
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Bat  if  any  opposition  be  made  to  us,  we  cannot  answer  for 
the  conaequenccs,  being  firmly  resolved,  at  any  rate,  to  enter 
the  dty.  And  in  that  case,  if  any  of  the  inhabitants  are 
found  in  arms  against  us,  they  must  not  expect  to  be  treated 
as  prisoners  of  war. 

Chables  p.  B." 

The  meeting  ap|>ointed  a  deputation  headed  by  Bailie 
Hamilton,  a  son  ot"  the  iti<:enious  writer  on  the  National  Debt, 
to  proceed  to  Slateford  to  arraiiire  terms  with  Charles  for 
the  capitulation  of  the  city.  They  returned  at  ten  o'clock 
at  night  with  a  letter  from  Charles  demanding  to  be  peace- 
ably admitted  into  the  city.  But  tlie  Magistrates  having 
now  learned  that  Cope's  troops  had  arrived  from  the  north 
oil'  Dunbar,  were  disposed  to  hold  out.  They  sent  a  second 
deputation  at  two  o'clock  next  morning  to  Slateford.  Charles' 
reply  was  now  couched  in  these  terms,  "  His  Royal  Hi^i- 
uess  has  already  given  all  the  assurances  he  can,  that  he  in- 
tends to  exact  nothing  of  the  city  in  general,  nor  of  any  in 
particular,  but  what  his  character  of  Regent  entitles  him  to. 
This  he  repeats,  and  renews  his  summons  to  the  Magistrates 
to  reeeive  him  as  such."  This  was  dated  at  three  o'clock  in 
tlie  morning.  Charles,  after  an  anxious  night — afraid  the 
city  might  be  relieved,  ga\  e  orders  early  in  the  morning  to 
take  it  by  surprise.  The  jjarty  he  sent  lor  this  pnr|)08e,  as- 
sembled on  the  Borough  ^loor  by  moonlight,  where  they 
heard  the  watches  calling  the  round  in  the  Castle.  It  was 
determined  to  attempt  to  take  the  town  by  stratagem.  A 
party  of  twenty-four  was  placed  at  the  Netherbow  Port,  and 
sixty  men  were  stationed  in  St.  Mazy's  Wynd.  The  coach 
which  had  taken  out  the  last  deputation  to  Slalefbrd  and 
brought  them  hack  to  Edinburgh,  was  now  leaving  the  dty 
for  the  suburbs  of  the  Canongate.  The  city  gate  had  been 
opened  for  its  egress,  when  the  Highlanders  rushed  in  and 
overpowered  the  guard — and  after  a  short  time  obtained  com- 
plete possession  of  the  town.     Thus,  on  the  morning  of 
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Toeflday  17Ui  September,  1745,  the  cituens  of  Edinburgh 
found  the  goTecimient  of  their  andeot  capital  transferred 
from  Ma^pBtrates  acting  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  his 
Mfjea^i  King  George  IL — to  the  Highlanders  under 
Charies  Edward^  acting  aa  Frince  B^gent  &r  his  ftlher, 
and  about  noon  that  day  at  the  CroOf  the  heralds  and  pur- 
suivants vnth  the  usual  formalities  fnodauned  James  YIIL 
as  Kmf^  and  read  Ohaiks'  commission  of  regency  super- 
scribed J.  R."  and  dated  at  Borne,  23d  December,  1743. 

Charles  learninp^  at  his  camp  at  Slateford,  that  the  ancient 
capital  of  his  ancestors  was  now  in  possession  ot  liis  troops, 
must  liave  felt  not  a  little  elated  with  such  intelligence,  and 
JeavifiiT  his  quarters  at  an  early  hour  of  the  morning,  pro 
ceedeti  towards  Edinburgh;  had  he  taken  the  most  direct 
and  public  road,  the  lofty  position  of  tho  fortress  would  have 
exposed  hun  to  a  galling  fire  from  its  guns,  he  therefore 
wended  his  wi^  towards  the  south,  where  sonie  high  grounds 
iK;reened  him  from  the  Castle,  and  entering  on  tlic  turnpike 
road  near  Momingade,  he  crossed  about  the  spot  where  the 
pariflh  church  now  stands,  by  Grange  Loan.  Passing  close 
by  the  Dick  Lander  mansbn-bouse,  be  entered  the  Kin^s 
Park  near  Ptestonfield^  also  the  seat  of  another  baronet- 
family  of  the  name  of  Dick;  a  breach  having  been  made  in 
the  wall.  He  left  bis  troops  about  mid-day,  in  the  Hunt^f's 
bog,  a  valley  situated  between  Arthur's  Seat  and  Salisbury 
Crags,  an<l  ajtproached  tiie  royal  palace  of  Ilolyrood-house 
amidst  a  vast  crowd  of  spectators,  wlio  fVom  town  and  coun- 
try had  flocked  togetlier,  expressing  tholi-  joy  and  surprise, 
by  long  and  loud  huzzas.  He  rode  fonvard  to  the  palace 
with  the  Duke  of  Pertli  on  one  side,  and  Lord  Elcho  (the 
son  of  the  Earl  of  Wemyas,)  who  had  only  joined  him  the 
night  before,  on  the  other^  and  a  number  of  gentlemen  in 
his  train.  When  he  approached  the  height  near  St.  An- 
thony's Chapely  he  for  the  first  time  obtained  a  view  of  the 
palace^  alighted  ftom  his  bone  and  paused  fiir  a  litUe^  to 
snrveji'  what  must  bare  seemed  to  faim  almost  a  fidfy  scene* 
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The  park  and  gardens  were  filled  with  people  of  all  ranks^ 
and  some  knelt  to  do  him  homage.  Their  congratulations 
he  received  gracefolly;  he  was  then  in  the  prime  of  lifei  a 
tail  and  handsome  young  man,  fair  haired,  and  blue  eyes. 
He  wore  a  blue  velvet  bonnet,  a  short  tartan  ooat,  ftom  the 
breast  of  which  was  suspended  the  star  of  the  order  of  St. 
Andirew,  a  blue  sash  over  his  shoulder,  niiHtaiy  boots,  and  a 
broad  sword.  Thus  attended  and  equipped,  he  entered  that 
palace,  which  had  been  erewhile  the  abode  of  his  grand- 
father, the  Duke  of  York,  afterwards  Jiunes  VJJ.  The 
next  day  he  published  a  ])roclamation,  requiriiiij  all  the  in- 
habitants of  the  city  and  neighbouring  districts  nmnediately 
to  give  up  tilt"  arms  and  ammunition  in  their  }K)ssession,  to 
l>e  delivered  at  Holy  rood-house.  Some  of  the  Highlanders 
having  extorted  money  and  goods  from  the  citizens  without 
authority,  Charles  also  issued  a  proclamation,  threatening 
a  court-martial,  and  death  to  those  who  should  repeat  the 
like  oiTence.  The  prince  appointed  a  cabinet  council  to 
meet  with  him  daily  at  the  palace.  Their  defibetations  were 
said  to  be  often  tedious  and  discordant;  he  held  a  levee 
regularly  after  the  oooncil  rose, — ^he  dined  in  public  with 
some  of  his  principal  officers,  then  rode  out  to  his  camp  at 
Duddingston, — in  the  evening  he  held  a  drawing-room,  and 
occasionally  gave  a  hall  in  tlie  old  picture  gallery  ol  Holy- 
rood.  His  affabilit}  v  on  him  golden  opinions,  and  he  be- 
came especially  a  l;i\  ()unte  witli  the  ladies.  Having  suj)- 
plied  his  troo|)s  with  abum lance  of  the  munition;!  of  war, 
consisting,  among  other  ailicles,  of  one  thousand  tents,  two 
thousand  targets,  along  with  six  thousand  pair  of  shoes  pro- 
vided by  the  dty  on  his  requisition,  on  which  Uie  inliabitants 
were  summoned  to  deliberate,  and  agreed  to  furnish,  Charles 
broke  up  his  camp  tt  Duddingston,  on  the  morning  of  the 
20th  September,  and  marched  to  meet  the  King's  troops 
under  Cope,  and  on  the  21st  he  attacked  and  deftwted 
them  at  Prestonpans,  about  eight  miles  from  Edinburgh, 
after  which  he  returned  with  his  troops  to  the  encampment 
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tl  Duddingston,  having  now  both  the  prtstige  of  royalty,  and 
thd  advantage  of  a  considerable  victor}'  on  his  side.  The 
dan  Cameron  entered  Edinburgh  with  their  bagpipee  play* 
tiig  and  the  eoloun  they  had  taken  from  Cope's  dragoons, 
within  thcee  honm  after  the  IjwtlJe  of  Prestonpansy  but  the 
main  body  of  the  clans  and  ChaiW  troope  did  not  enter  the 
city  till  the  following  day,  when  they  sought  to  impress  the 
inhahitanta  by  parading  through  the  principal  streets. 
Charles  himself  acted  with  moderation;  he  issoed  a  proek* 
mation  expressing  liis  anxiety  that  no  interruption  should  be 
offered  to  the  inhabitants,  or  tlie  business  ot  the  ciLv.  For 
some  days  the  communication  between  the  city  and  the 
Castle  continued  open,  but  on  tlie  25th  September,  from  tiie 
garrison  under  General  Guest  having  suffered  some  alarm 
on  the  southern  side  of  the  rock,  which  they  imai^ed  to 
proceed  from  an  attempt  to  take  the  fortress  by  surprise, 
tlu'v  fired  on  the  guard-house  of  the  Highlanders,  at  the 
West  Port.  This  irritated  Charles,  and  he  consequently,  a 
few  days  after,  placed  a  guard  at  the  Weigh  Hous^  near  the 
Castk^  to  present  communication  between  it  and  the  city. 
This  again  was  resented  by  the  governor,  who  wrote  to  the 
Lord  Provost  that  if  the  communication  was  not  speedily 
re-opened,  he  would  by  his  artillery  dislodge  the  sevond  posts 
at  the  Castle-hill.  A  deputation  of  citizens  now  waited  on 
Charles,  as  they  were  aliiiiii  of  a  bomharMment  from  the 
Castle,  but  neither  he  nor  tlie  governor  se( mcii  disjxjsed  to 
yield  their  |M>int.  Guest  granted  a  respit  '  of  six  days  to 
the  citizens,  to  afloitl  time  for  an  answer  to  an  express, 
which  it  seems  had  been  sent  to  London,  but  on  the  first 
of  October,  some  per5ons  carrying  provisions  to  the  Castle, 
weiie  fired  on  by  the  Highland  troops;  this  roused  the  gover- 
nor, and  shots  were  fired  from  the  Castle  on  the  Highland 
guard.  These  damaged  several  houses  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  some  ballets  are  still  to  be  seen  lodged  in  the  wall  of  the 
westmost  house  on  the  southern  side  of  the  Castle-hill. 
The  ibUowing  day  Charles  inned  a  proclamation  strictly 
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prohibiting  all  intercourse  with  the  Caatl^  and  to  enfbice 
this,  posted  guards  both  at  St.  Outhbert'a  church  on  the 
north  side  and  Livingstone^s  Yards  on  the  soath  side  of  the 
fortress.  A  salty  was  made  from  the  Castle,  and  one  of  the 
goard'honses  set  on  firey  and  a  few  prisoners  taken. 

On  the  4th  October,  Guest,  determined  to  proceed  to  ex- 
treme measnres,  warned  the  inhabitants  to  remove  from 
.Tames'  Court,  a  large  pile  of  building  in  the  ncighbour- 
hood,  and  he  commenced  a  severe  cannonade  by  wln'ch  some 
houses  on  the  Castle-hill  were  destroyed.  Great  consterna- 
tion prevailed  amoni:;  tlie  citizens,  but  on  the  following  daVy 
Charles  raised  the  blockade  of  the  Castle,  and  thus  quieted 
the  alarm. 

It  was  durin<r  this  blockade  that  a  lady  whose  name  is 
celebrated  in  the  lyrical  poetry  of  Scotland— Mrs.  Cockbnm,* 
was  returning  from  a  visit  to  Ravelston,  a  beantiiiil  mral  - 
seat  in  the  neighbonrhood  of  Edinbnr^  when  the  carriage 
was  stopped  by  the  Highland  guard  at  the  West  Port,  and 
as  she  had  with  her  a  copy  of  a  clever  parody,  supposed  to 
be  written  by  herself,  in  vme,  on  Prince  Charles*  procla> 
mation,  she  was  much  alarmed,  but  the  arms  on  the  coach 
l>eing  recognised  as  belonfiring  to  a  gentleman  favourable  to 
the  Jacobites,  she  was  allowed  to  pass  with  impunity.  This 
lady  -was  the  author  of  the  song  called  the  Flowers  of  the 
Forest,  beginning: 

**  I*Te  worn  the  tmiHog  of  fortane  beguilhig;*' 

Her  humorous  version  of  the  Pretender's  Manifesto  was 
as  follows: 

Have  yon  any  laws  to  mend? 

Or  have  you  any  grievance? 
I  am  a  hero  to  my  trade, 

And  truly  a  most  leal  prince. 
Would  you  have  war,  would  yon  Ikave  peace, 

WoalA  yoa  be  tree  ef  Usee? 

•  This  lady  was  Miss  Alison  Rutherford  of  Fcmiclec,  wlio  was  married 
to  Mr.  Pfttckk  Cockbam,  adTocato,  in  1731,  and  died  at  Edinburgh  in  1794. 
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Come  obapping  to  my  father's  door, 
Ton  need  not  doubt  of  aocess. 

Beligion,  Uws,  nnd  Whf-rfy, 

Ye  ken  are  bomiy  words,  sirs ; 
They  shall  be  all  made  mre  to  you, 

If  ye'U  ight  with  your  iwoidi,  eiia, 
The  netioii**  debt  we  looii  ihell  pay. 

If  yell  miiport  our  right,  boys; 

No  S'v>Tvr  we  arc  bronglit  in  play, 
Thau  all  thiags  shall  be  tight,  boys. 

Te  kin  that  by  an  union  base, 

Tonr  finci'-nt  kingdom's  luidone. 
That  all  your  Imlies,  lords,  and  lairda, 

Gangs  up  and  lives  at  Loudon. 
Kae  langer  that  we  will  allow. 

For  endt'-it  goes  aninder, 
WuA  took  rio  time  wid       to  do; 

And  let  the  world  wonder. 

I'm  sore,  for  seren  years  and  mair, 
Ye^ve  keaid  of  Md  oppreoiioo; 
-  And  tUi  is  all  the  good  je  go 
O*  the  Uaaorer  •oeeewion* 

For  aliflolute  power  and  popery, 

Ye  ken  it's  a'  but  uonAcnse, 
I  here  swear  to  secure  to  you 

Your  liber^  of  oonsdeace. 

And,  for  yonr  mitr  enmirngement, 

Ye  fill  a  11      pardoned  byganes; 
Nae  maur  fight  on  the  Continent, 

And  have  bekind  your  diy  ImnM. 
Then  come  away  and  ^ttnaa  stay. 

What  gan  ye  look  urn  laundait? 
rd  have  ye  run,  and  not  delay. 

To  join  my  firther'a  etaadaid! 

This  occupation  of  Edinburgh  by  the  Highland  troops, 
interrupted  all  the  ordinary  civic  elections  which  took  place 
annually  at  that  period  of  the  year,  September  and  Oc  tol  ter; 
and  Edinburgh  was  thus  left  without  a  Magistracy  or  Town 
Comidl  fot  a  year.  Mr.  Dunonore^  the  moderator  of  the 
Socie^  of  High  CoDStables,  (a  body  of  aboat  sixty  of  the 
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most  respectable  citisensy)  became  the  cbief  acting  civic 
officer  for  a  period. 

The  foregoing  constituted  the  most  remarkable  of  the 
transactions  in  Edinburgh  during  its  occupation  by  Charles 
and  his  Highland  army.  He  was  joined  there  early  in 
October  by  Lord  Ogilvie,  son  of  the  Earl  of  Airlie,  with 
600  men,  and  on  the  9th  by  Lord  Pitsliiro  and  a  great  body 
of  followers  from  Aberdeen  and  Banffshire;  only  about  three 
hundred  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  seem  to  have  joined 
his  stanflard,  though  by  tlie  end  of  October  his  army 
amoanted  to  nearly  6,000  men.  During  the  latter  half  of 
the  month  be  had  brought  Iiis  troops  from  Duddingston  to 
be  quartered  in  the  city  and  saburbs.  He  now  resolved  to 
march  soutkwardi  and  before  doing  so  held  a  final  review  of 
his  army  on  Portobello  Sands*  The  main  body  of  hu  troops 
left  Edhiburgh  on  the  26th,  and  on  Thursday  SIst  Octobcar; 
Charles,  after  this  brief  bnt  showy  enactment  of  rojral  an- 
thority,  left  the  palace  of  Holyrood  and  the  ancient  capital 
of  his  ancestors. 

On  the  13th  November,  1745,  the  officers  of  state 
who  had  left  E<linburgh  in  September,  on  the  approach 
of  Charles'  army,  returned  to  their  courts  and  chambers 
in  a  triumphal  procession,  and  were  greeted  with  a  salute 
from  the  Castle.  On  the  following  day  the  regular  mili- 
tary entered  the  dly,  and  continued  tliere  till  the  13th 
of  January,  1746»  when  they  departed  with  General 
Hawley,  and  were  present  at  the  battle  of  Fafldrk 
on  the  17th  of  that  month,  Hawley,  sanguine  of  Buccess^ 
had  left  gibbets  in  Edinburgh  on  which  he  proposed  to  hang 
some  of  the  rebels,  tmt  on  his  return  ddeatedyhe  used  them 
for  his  own  soldiers,  executing  four  in  one  day. 

On  Hawley*8  defeat  at  Falkirk,  Prince  William,  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  son  of  George  II.,  was  appointed  Commander- 
in-cliief  in  Scotland,  and  arrived  unexpectedly  in  Edinbnxgh 
on  the  morning  of  the  30th  Januar}%  This  youthful  gen- 
eral was  of  the  same  age  (25  years)  as  his  reUUive  Charles^ 
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wbom  he  now  came  to  ScodaDd  to  defeat^  and  it  was  a 
fltrikittg  instance  of  the  vidssittides  of  htunan  affiun  that 

on  that  evening  he  slept  on  the  same  couch  in  the  same 
palace  of  Holyrood,  occupied  by  C  'liailiAs  with  all  tliu  paiTide 
of  royalty  only  three  months  pr(  \  ious.  The  Duke  diijj>layed 
great  activity  during  his  short  visit  to  Edinburgh.  He  was 
in  military  consultation  with  Generals  Hawley  and  Huske 
before  eight  o'clock  next  morning — in  tlie  forenoon  he  re- 
ceived the  principal  officers  of  state,  the  Professors  of  the 
University,  and  a  number  of  the  cidaens,  and  the  mnsie 
beils  of  St.  Giles  were  rang  in  his  honour.  lie  inspected 
the  train  of  artillery  in  the  cotat  in  ftont  of  UdynxMUhoosey 
and  in  the  OTening  he  received  a  nnmber  cf  ladies  of  dis- 
tinction in  the  same  hall  where  Charles  had  so  lately  enter- 
tained his  adhemits.  The  Dnke  of  Cnmherland  left  Edin* 
burgh  on  the  Slst  January  in  great  state,  passing  up  the 
Canongato  and  High  Street  in  a  coach  with  twelve  horses, 
which  had  been  presented  to  him  by  Lord  Hopetoun.  On 
reaching  the  western  suburb  of  Castlebams,  he  left  his  car- 
riage, and  mounted  on  horseback.  He  was  heartily  cheered 
by  tlic  multitude — turned  round,  took  off  his  hat  and 
thankefl  the  people  for  this  expression  of  their  r<\f!;nr(j,  shook 
hands  with  those  nearest,  and  seeming  to  be  aware  of  the 
power  of  national  lyrics,  said,  Come^  let  ns  have  a  song 
before  parting^**  and  began: 

**  Win  79  play  im  Aiir, 

Then  stretching  out  his  hand  as  if  addressing  his  opponent 

Prince  Chailie,  he  left  the  city  at  a  rapid  pace  to  put  him- 
self at  the  head  of  his  army. 

QJMan,  on  Iby  twwrtty  brow 

Spring  no  wild  flowers  nor  verdure  talt^ 
Thou  feel'!«t  not  snmmcr's  genial  gknr* 
Nor  yet  the  ireesiiig  wintry  airl 

But  thy  held  was  dyed  witli  British  blood,  as  there  C urn- 
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berland  totally  defeated  Cbaries  on  tlie  following  16th  April, 
— let  us  liope  the  last  civil  wai&re  to  be  witnessed  in  our 

free  and  happy  islands  f 

But  thc^c  matters  concern  the  general  liistory  of  the 
country,  this  history  is  connected  only  with  what  immediate- 
ly affects  the  capital  of  Scotland. 

After  the  snj)[)ressi<  111  of  the  Rebellion,  GovcriiMK  iit  seem 
to  have  felt  very  keenly  the  suiTender  of  Edinburgh  to  tlie 
Highland  ttroops,  and  considerable  jealousy  appears  to  have 
been  entertained  regarding  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Archibald 
Stewart,  the  Lord  Provost.  When  he  arrived  in  London 
in  Nov,  1745^  to  attend  his  duty  in  Parliament,  he  was 
arrested  and  committed  to  dose  confinement  in  the  Tower, 
and  was  not  admitted  to  bail,  till  January,  1746,  when  he 
had  to  find  security  to  the  extent  of  £15,000  sterling ;  and 
was  afterwards  md^cted  to  stand  trial  before  the  High  Court 
of  justiciary,  for  neglecting  his  duty  in  not  having  taken 
pro})er  nieuMues  iur  defending  the  city  in  August  and  Sep- 
tember, 1745.  After  very  protracted  proceeiiings,  and  sev- 
eral ])rorfK(;iiii(»ris,  trial  took  place  on  26th  October,  1747, 
and  so  iengtiiened  was  the  evidence,  that  the  jury  having 
sat  forty  hours,  craved  an  adjournment,  \\\uc]i  was  agreed 
to.  Their  verdict  was  delivered  on  2d  Nov.  by  their  Chan- 
cellor, Sir  Alexander  Nisbet  of  Dean,  unanimously  finding 
Mr.  Stewart  not  guilty.** 

Onlookbg  back  at  the  whole  circumstances  of  the  case, 
and  the  difficult  position  in  which  PTovost  Stewart  was 
placed,  it  seems  impossible  to  avoid  agreeing  with  Lord 
Mahon,*  that  the  government  appear  to  have  treated  him 
with  great  harshness. 

Tlie  Duke  of  Cumberland  after  the  Battle  of 
CuUoden,  caused  i'uurteen  of  the  rebel  standards  to 
be  burned  at  the  cross  of  Kdinburgh.    Charles'  own  was 
carried  by  the  common  executioner,  and  the  others  by 

•  Tha  "  Fortj-Five,"  bj  Lord  lUhoo.  London,  1851. 
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chimncy^weepew,  the  Heralds  proclaiming  the  names  of 
those  to  whom  they  had  belonged  as  thej  were  thrown  into 
the  fire. 

By  a  wamnt  from  the  King  and  Privy  Oooneili  a  poll 
election  of  Magistrates  and  Conncil  by  the  buigesaes  took 
place  on  26th  Nov.,  1746,  which  restored  the  ordinary  gov- 
ernment of  the  city  after  the  lapse  occasioned  by  the 
Kebellion  of  the  previous  year. 


ttfogriqplif  Mottct  0I  €tiU»  JUlUitrfit. 

Colin  M^Laiuin  was  born  in  Argyleshire,  Feb, 
1698.  In  1717  he  was  chosen  Ftoiessor  of  Math^ 
niatics  in  Marischal  College,  Aberdeen,  and  a  few  years 
after,  some  of  the  patrons  of  the  Universily  of  Edinburgh 
deemed  hhn  a  very  eligible  person  to  sapply  the  place 
of  David  Giegoiy  in  the  mathematieal  chair  there,  who  was 
then  old  and  infirm.  Sir  Isaac  Newton  at  this  time  bore 
the  highest  testimony  to  MfLanrin's  pecoliar  fitness  for  that 
chair,  and  even  ofiered  him  an  annuity  to  encourage  him  to 
accept  of  the  assistantship  to  Gregorj'.  He  was  inducted  in 
1725,  and  twenty  years  afterwards,  when  Eduiburgh  and 
her  othcials  were  alarmed  at  the  approach  of  tlie  Highland 
army,  M^Lanrin  aided  the  Magistrates  by  making  j)lans  of 
the  C  ity  walls,  proposing  new  entrenchments,  barricades,  and 
batteries.  He  was  employed  to  superintend  the  execution 
of  these  plans,  and  the  great  fatigue  he  incurred  with  this, 
it  was  thought,  laid  the  foundation  of  the  illness  of  which  he 
ctied,  14th  Jnne^  1746. 

His  son,  John,  became  in  1789  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
Court  of  SessioQ  as  Lord  Dreghoro. 

^^^^      The  Town  OonncQ  having  agreed  to  invest  the 

Duke  of  Cumberland  with  the  freedom  of  the  city — 

Provost  l)runnnond  tiaiibinitted  the  same  to  His  Royal 
Highness,  enclosed  in  a  handsome  gold  box  of  curious  work> 
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manship,  with  a  letter  dated  Otli  A|jril,  1747,  to  which  ho 
replied  irom  Brabant  on  23d  J  one  iuiiowing. 

Duncan  Forbes  of  CuUoden,  was  bom  10th  Nov., 

1747 

1685*  He  began  the  study  of  Uw  in  £dmbiii|^ 
1705|  passed  AdTocate  in  170dy  uid  was  appointed  Sheriff 
of  the  shhe  of  Edinbuigh.  Id  1728  he  obtained  a  seal  in 
the  Hoose  of  Conunons^  in  1725  became  Lord  Advocate, 
and  when  the  biU  arising  out  of  the  Porteoos  mob  aflatr  was 
before  Parliament,  he  was  of  considerable  service  to  the  city  of 
Kdinburfrh,  iii  obtaining  favourable  modifications  of  the  pro- 
posed enactment.  He  became  Lord  President  of  the  Court 
of  Session  in  1737,  and  at  tlie  liebelhon  in  174,'),  he  was  of 
great  service  to  tlie  government,  tliough  iie  iiad  to  take 
refnge  in  the  Island  oS  Skye  till  after  the  battle  of  Cnlioden. 
He  died  10th  December,  1747. 

A  beantifnl  white  marble  statue  of  Dnneiii  Forbes  is 
erected  in  the  Parliament  Hooeei  £dinbnr^. 


Boberi  Blair,  the  author  of  the  Gravei  a  beantifiil 
dassica]  poem,  somewhat  in  the  styleof  Yonn^s  Night 

Thouglits,  was  the  son  of  David  Blair,  one  of  the  Ministers 
of  Edinburgh.  Tiie  poet  was  born  in  the  city,  1699,  and 
received  his  education  there;  and  in  1731,  was  appointed 
Minister  of  zVthclstaneford,  in  East  Lothian.  His  tine  poem, 
the  Grave,  was  published  in  1743. 

He  was  a  man  of  simple  and  unostentatious  piety.  He 
died  in  1747.  His  son,  Lord  President  Blair,  was  one  of 
the  most  excellent  men  as  a  lawyer,  Scotland  ever  pro- 
dnoed. 


Digitized  by  Google 


ANNALS. 


187 


tti08ti9lte  Votict  of  jroln  ^akipnfi$, 

John  Dairy mple,  the  second  Earl  of  Stair,  a 
distingaished  military  character,  was  bom  in  £din- 
bui^h,  1673.  He  entered  the  army  in  1701,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  the  greater  part  of  Mariborough's  victories.  In  the 
nigii  of  QeoKge  Lf  he  vis  oommander  of  the  Focoes  in 
Socdaady  and  resided  ui  Edinbmgh.  He  was  at  diflbrent 
tioMS  Ambassadnr  both  to  IVanoe  and  Holland.  In  1743| 
he  held  the  laak  of  Field4nanha],  and  commanded  the 
British  army  at  the  Battle  of  Dettingen.  He  resided  many 
years  at  New  Liston,  a  few  miles  west  from  Edinburgh, 
where  a  plantation  ot  trees  is  still  to  be  seen,  representing 
the  arrangement  of  the  British  army  at  the  Rattle  of  Font- 
enoy.  The  Earl  died  at  Queensbeny  House^  Canongate, 
dth  May,  1747. 

■m 

^io^afHit  ICotlcf  of  JFMfn  t^nuum* 

James  Thomson,  the  author  of  ^  The  Seasons,** 
was  bom  at  Ednam,  Bozhmghshire^  11th  Sept, 
170(^.  He  was  edocated  at  Jedbmrg^  and  Edhkboiglh,  hot 
left  the  Univernty  of  this  dty  in  1725^  and  proceeded  to 
London,  where  he  published  his  great  poem  in  detached 
seasons,  from  1727  to  1780.  He  travelled  in  Italy,  and  was 
aflerwards  apj>ointed  Surveyor-Gcnoral  of  the  Leeward 
Islands.  His  fine  poem, "  The  Castle  of  Indolence,'*  was  the 
latest  of  his  publications.  He  died,  at  Richmond,  27th  Aug., 
1718,  fi  moniimeut  was  afterwards  erected  to  him  in  West- 
minater  Abbey. 

The  seoond  Secession  from  the  Chnreh  of  Scot- 
land  took  place  in  1758,  the  Pnebyteiy  of  Dan- 
fMline  having  nfosed  to  pnoead^  to  tha  ssttlement  of  a 
Mtaiilv  nnaooeptable  to  the  people^  pleading  thai  it  was»  and 
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had  been  ever  since  the  Reformation,  the  law  of  the  land 
that  no  minister  shall  be  introduced  into  any  parish  con- 
trary to  the  will  of  the  congregation.  The  General  Assembly 
held  at  Edinbwgh)  1752,  depoaed  Hn  Thomas  GiUeq>ie  of 
Gamock,  and  he  became  the  first  minister  of  the  Synod 
of  Belief,  or  Belief  Secesaion  from  the  Church  of  Scotland. 

The  New  Town  of  Edinburgh  was  first  projected  in  the 
year  1752, — ^the  idea  contemplated  was  an  extension  of  the 
royalty  or  city  to  the  north,  to  include  the  open  fields, 
in  that  quarter  and  tliu  road  that  went  by  the  name  of 
the  Lang  Gait,  or  Lang  Dykes,  and  that  part  called 
Matter's  or  Mutrie's  Hill,  where  the  Register  House  now 
stands.  This  was  to  be  ettected  by  draining  the  North  Loch 
and  throwing  a  large  bridge  across  the  broad  ravine  from 
the  High  Street  northward ;  the  new  streets  and  houses  to  be 
adapted  to  the  increased  taste  and.  luxury  of  the  eighteenth 
century. 

The  foundation  of  the  Bojal  Exchange^  a  solid 
and  massive  building  in  the  High  Street,  was  laid 
13th  September,  1753,  and  the  erection  finished  In  a  year 
or  two  after,  at  an  expense,  including  the  area,  of  £31,000; 

and  the  Trustees  handed  over  to  the  Magistrates,  in  1759, 
a  balance  of  £3,000  ol  the  iunds  which  remained  after  this 
building  was  erected. 


ftovH  Vmflrfiit  of  lie  Cotirt  of  SbmUm. 

Bobert  Dundas  of  Amiston,  bom  1635,  passed 
Advocate  1709,  in  1717  became  Solicitor-General, 
in  1720  Lord  Advocate^  two  years  afterwards  member 
of  parliament  for  the  county  of  Edinbnigh,  in  1735  Dean 
of  the  Faculty  of  Advocates  in  1737  he  rose  to  the  bench  as 
Lord  Amiston,  being  the  third  in  socoession  fimn  father  to 
0on,  sitting  as  a  supreme  judge  in  Scotland  under  that 
desiguatiou.    lu  1748,  he  succeeded  Duucan  jburbes  of 
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CnllodeD)  as  Lord  President  of  the  Court  of  Session.  As  a 
judge,  he  was  distinguished  for  high  integrity  of  character. 
He  died  in  1753.  The  first  Yiacoimt  Melville  was  one  of  his 
sons. 

Patrick  Grant,  Lord  Elchies,  mB  born  1690, 
ptttted  Advocate  1711,  was  elevatod  to  the  bench 
1782,  and  became  aim  a  Lord  of  Jnatidafj  in  1736.  He 
died  at  Inch  House  in  the  vicinity  of  Edinburgh,  in  1754. 
He  collected  a  variety  of  Decisions  of  the  Court  of  Session, 
which  were  pubHslied  in  2  vols.  4to,  and  are  well  known  as 
"Elchies'  Decisions.'* 


9^  #19  CroM  of  Slitaiiiirrt. 

Dun-K(lin'8  cm*;".,  a  piDar'd  •ttme, 
1768.  Rose  on  a  tnrrct  ocUgon; 

But  now  18  razed  that  monument, 

Whence  tojtl  edict  rang, 
Ai^  voice  ef  BooClaikd's  Uw  ««s  sent 

In  glorions  tnunpet  cisng . 

Soorr* 

The  old  CniBB  of  Edinburgh  waa  a  canons  ttrnctore  of 
mixed  arebitectnre, — Grecian  and  Gkrtbic*  It  stood  in  the 

High  Street  near  the  Royal  Exchange.  It  was  an  octagon 
of  sixteen  feet  diameti  r,  in  l  fifteen  feet  high,  "with  a  pillar 
in  the  centre.  Kujul  pioclaniatioiis  and  ether  fornjaJities 
were  rrad  there,  but  the  building  oariie  to  be  considered  as 
incomnioiiing  the  street,  and  it  was  removed,  13th  March, 
1756.  Those  who  are  curious  to  see  this  ancient  relique 
of  Edinburgh  will  find  the  pillar  still  exbting  in  a  park  at 
the  estate  of  Drum  about  six  miles  south  of  the  city.  The 
ranumd  of  this  historic  featnie  of  the  old  city  firom  its  an- 
cient lite  has  been  nradi  and  jnally  rapiobalad.  Of  late 
jean  it  bas  been  propoeed  to  natore  it  to  its  original  the, 
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and  the  centenary  of  its  demolition  would  fonn  an  appro- 
priate epoch  for  its  restoration* 

Btograylltc  fiJUitt  of  2r|)oma»  HaOHunan. 

^^^^      Thomas  Ruddiman,  the  Latin  grammarian^  whose 
name  is  much  connected  with  Edinhurgh  literatore^ 
was  bom  in  Banffshire,  1674.   He  obtained  his  degree  of 

A.  M.  at  Aberdeen  University,  and  was  soon  after  appointed 
paiochial  schoolmaster  at  Laurencekirk.  He  came  to  £din- 
burgh  in  1700,  and  was  eni^agwl  as  an  assistant  librarian 
in  tlie  Atlvocatus'  Library,  He  published  an  edition  of* 
Virgil'a  ^Eneid,  as  translated  by  Gawin  Douglas,  and  in 
1714  was  published  his  celebrated  "  liudiments  of  the  Latin 
Tongue,"  a  book  familiar  for  a  century  to  every  juvenile 
student  of  Latin  throughout  Scotlaiul.  In  1728,  Ruddiman 
became  printer  to  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  and  in  1729, 
proprietor  and  printer  of  the  Caledonian  Mercniy  news- 
paper; the  following  year  he  was  appointed  librarian  to  the 
Faculty  of  Advocates.   He  died  19th  January,  1757. 

^^^^  William  Maitland,  the  author  of  the  first  History 
of  Edinburgli,  svas  tioni  at  Brechin,  llji)3.  Ho  was  a 
merchant,  and  travellcil  througli  various  parts  of  t)ie  Con- 
tinent, lit'  aftonvards  settled  in  London,  and  became  a 
great  student  of  English  and  Scottish  antiquities.  In  1733, 
he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  in  1735, 
a  feUow  of  tlie  Society  of  Anticjuaries.  He  published  a  His 
toiy  of  London  in  1739.  In  1740^  he  took  up  his  vesidence 
in  Scotland,  and  his  History  of  Edinburgh  iUustrated  with 
many  engrwings,  appeared  in  a  folio  vdlnme  in  1753.  It 
was  considered  his  best  work,  and  being  chiefly  compiled 
from  original  documents  must  have  cost  him  great  labour. 
It  is  written  in  a  curious,  desultory,  and  discunive  rtyle^ 
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like  -an  antiquarian  gentleman  travelling  over  a  country 
with  which  he  was  not  much  acquainted,  but  anxious  to  de- 
scribe it  with  fidelity.  The  work  is  now  very  rare.  As  a 
specimeD  of  the  s^Je  of  the  £pi8tle  Dedicatory,"  a  fiivourite 
spedee  of  composition  in  tlie  literature  of  those  days^  and  as 
ooanected  with  the  History  of  EdiDbuigliy  we  present  oar 
readers  with  Maitland's  dedication  of  his  volume  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  afterwards  Geoige  III.: 

TO 

The  Most  High,  Alost  Potent,  and  Most  Illustrious, 
G£ORG£  WILLIAM  FKEI>£KICIi; 

Prince  ot  Great  BriUiin,  Electorui  l*riiice  ul  iirunswick- 
Lunenburg,  Prince  of  Wales,  Duke  of  Rothsey,  Duke 
of  Edinburgh,  Marquis  of  the  Isle  of  Ely,  Earl  of 
Elthani,  P^arl  of  Chester,  Earl  of  Currick,  Viscount 
Launceston,  Baron  of  Renfrew,  Biuon  of  Snawdon, 
Lord  of  the  Isles,  Steward  of  Scotland,  Knight  of  the 
Most  Noble  Order  of  the  Garter,  and  one  of  his  Mar 
jest/s  Most  Honourable  Privy  Council. 

Sib, 

As  His  Majesty,  your  Boyal  Highnesfl^s  royal  giand&ther, 
was  most  gradoosly  pleased  to  do  me  the  honour  to  accept 
of  the  dedication  of  my  Histoiy  of  London,  the  capital  city 

ol  the  southern  part  of  Britain ; 

To  whom  <  an  I  address  my  Hiitury  of  Edinburgh,  but 
to  your  Royal  iljf^hncss,  to  wliose  patronage  it  seems  to 
have  a  double  claim?  The  tirst,  by  hs  having  the  honoui* 
of  giving  the  title  of  Duke  to  your  Kr>yal  Hi<]|;hness;  and 
the  lasty  by  its  being  the  chief  city  in  the  northern  part  of 
Britain,  and  second  town  in  this  island  in  respect  to  tlie  num- 
ber of  its  inhabitants ;  which  your  Royal  Highness,  no  doubt, 
as  second  man  of  the  kingdom,  has  benignly  considered,  by 
your  graciously  ^udisafing  to  take  it  into  your  protection. 
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by  doing  me  the  honour  to  accept  of  the  dedication ;  where- 
by I  am  encouraged  mo«;t  humbljr  to  lay  the  History  of 
Edinburgh  at  your  royal  feet. 

In  this  work,  the  first  of  its  kind  concerning  Edinburgh, 
your  Royal  Highness  may  please  to  heboid  the  ori^n  hoth 
of  the  castle  and  city,  the  nnmeroua  transactions  of  the 
citizens  with  their  kings,  accounts  of  the  several  parishes, 
and  things  contained  therein;  its  government,  ecclesiastical, 
civil  and  military,  in  all  their  branches;  incorporations  of 
arts,  manufactures  and  commerce;  courts  of  justice;  college, 
and  other  seminaries  of  learning;  with  accounts  of  the 
sevei'al  hospitals  and  other  chai'itable  foundations;  which 
l>enefactions,  to£rethcr  with  His  Majesty's  royal  bountv'  for 
the  encouragement  and  propnr^ation  of  knowledge  in  the 
Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scotland,  and  the  premiums  given 
by  Parliament  for  the  encouragement  of  manufactures  and 
ccmmorce,  seem  to  presage  its  happy  future  state. 

That  these^  and  many  other  blessing?,  have  not  only  been 
c<Mifirmed  to  us,  hut  greatly  augmented,  by  the  accession  of 
His  Majesty's  illustrious  family  to  the  throne  of  these  king^ 
doms,  is  universally  acknowledged  by  all  loyal  and  grateful 
Britons;  and  as  your  Royal  Highness  is  beur  apparent  to 
the  crown  of  these  kin<;(l()ms,  whenevw  it  shall  please  the 
Almiglity  to  remove  His  Majesty  from  an  earthly  to  an  ever- 
lasting crown  of  gloiT,  may  your  Royal  Highness  succeed 
him  to  the  joy  and  delight  of  a  grateful  and  obedient  people; 
and  that  your  posterity  may  never  fail  to  possess  the  crown 
of  these  kin  mloms,  is  the  fervent  desire  and  sincere  prayer  of. 
May  it  please  your  Royal  Highness, 
Your  Royal  Highness's 
most  bumble, 
most  dutUhl, 

and  most  obedient  Servant, 

William  Maitlakd. 
MaitUnd  died  at  Montrose,  16th  July,  1757. 
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m»wca^it  Notice  of  aitan  iUmiMs. 

Allan  Kninsav,  the  celebrated  autlior  of'tlic  Gt'iitlo 
1758.  • 

Shepherd,  was  born  at  Lcadhills,  loth  October, 

1G86.  Ue  was  sent  to  Edmburgh  in  his  fifteenth  year, 
lie  became  ft  Skull'tliacker/'  as  he  ludicrously  calls  it,  by 
beinrr  apprenticed  to  a  wig-maker.  lie  married  Christian 
RoM)  daughter  of  a  writer  in  Edmburgh,  1712;  about  the 
same  time  he  appeared  as  a  poet  Many  of  his  poems  were 
published  separately  at  the  price  of  a  penny  each,  the  citi- 
zens sending  their  children  to  purchase  these  popular  produo* 
tions  at  this  cheap  rate,  asking  for  Allan  Ramsay's  last  piece. 
He  commenced  business  as  a  bookseller  about  1718.  His  first 
place  of  business  as  a  bibliopole  was  in  the  High  Street,  op- 
posite Niddi-y's  Wvnd,  with  tlie  figure  of  Mercury  as  liis  sign. 
In  1721,  Ills  tirst  volume  was  thus  advertised  in  the  Edin- 
hurgh  Evening  Courant:  "  The  Poems  of  Allan  Kamsay,  in  a 
large  qnarto  volume,  fairly  printt  il,  \\\{\\  notes,  and  a  complete 
glossary  (as  promised  to  the  subscribei's),  being  now  finished ; 
all  who  have  generously  contributed  to  carrying  on  of  the 
design,  may  call  for  their  copies  as  soon  as  they  please,  from 
the  author,  at  the  ^lercury,  opposite  to  Niddrj^s  W}Tid, 
Edinburgh.'*  Tliis  volume  produced  him  four  hundred 
guineas  profit,  a  handsome  sum  in  those  days.  He  brought 
out  his  Fables  and  Tales  in  1722,  and  two  years  after  the 
first  yolume  of  his  Tea-table  Miscelhmy,  a  Collection  of 
Scottish  and  English  songs.  It  was  completed  in  three  vol- 
umes; HamOton  of  Bangour  and  Mallet  aided  him  with 
their  poetical  contributions.  In  1724,  his  Evergreen,  a 
Collection  of  Scots  Foe  ins,  appeared,  and  in  the  following 
year  "  the  GcntU'  Shrj^licid,"  a  sweet  pastoial  di  ama,  was 
published.  Ndvv  a  succe.s.sful  hookseller,  he  removed  his 
business  in  172G  to  the  Luckcnbootlis,  the  same  pronn'ses 
occupied  at  a  mucli  later  ])eri()d  by  Mr.  Creech.  Here,  Gay 
the  poet,  *'  a  little  pleasant  looking  man  with  a  tye  wig," 

used  often  to  be  seen.   He  afterwards  built  as  a  sort  of  town 
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and  country  house,  the  octagon  villa,  still  visible  at  iiuiusay 
Gardens,  head  of  the  earthen  Mound.  He  told  his  friend 
Lord  Elibank,  that  the  wits  said  it  was  like  u  goose-pie; 

and  when  you  are  in  it,  Allan,"  said  his  lordsliip  facetiously, 
^<  I  think  it  is  well  named."  Ramsay  died  at  Edinburgh, 
7th  January,  1 758.  His  son  Allan,  was  educated  as  a  painter 
at  Borne.  His  grandson,  General  Ramsay,  died  some  years 
ago,  when  the  late  Mr.  Murray  of  Henderland,  tlirough  his 
connection  with  the  Lindsays  of  Evelick,  became  proprietor 
of  Ramsay  Lodge;  it  is  now  the  ])ropeity  of  his  brother 
Lord  Mun*ay.  It  is  proposed  to  erect  a  statue  of  Allan 
Ramsay  near  the  house. 

George  II.,  the  second  sovereign  of  the  House  of 
Hanover,  died  suddenly  at  Kensington,  25th  Octo- 
ber, 1760. 
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I. 

THE  GOLDEN  CHABTEE  OF  KING  CHARLES  L 

The  following  is  the  translation  of  the  Charter  granted  by 
Charles  I.  in  1636  to  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  Sie  history 

of  which  we  have  gjLxen  at  page  93. 

*'  Charles,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Grtnt  15ritaiii,  France, 
and  Ireland,  Defender  of  tlie  Faith,  to  all  our  faithful  subjects, 
both  clergy  and  laity,  greeting:  Know  ye,  that  we  calling  to 
mind  the  many  great  and  fidthM  senrioes  done  by  the  Plrovoet, 
Bailiffs,  Council,  community  and  inhabitants  of  our  city  of  £din- 
burgh,  the  capital  and  chief  town  of  our  antient  kingdom  of  Scot- 
iaud,  not  only  to  us,  from  the  linio  of  our  happy  accession  to  the 
crown,  imt  adso  to  our  late  dear  lather  of  eternal  memory,  and 
others  our  illnstrious  progenilon,  kings  of  8ootfamd,  jiarticularly 
mentioned  and  set  forth  in  the  eharters  granted  to  them  by  our 
said  prt'deccssors  of  eternal  memory,  whieh  remain  to  posterity  as 
so  inaiiy  instances  of  their  fidelity;  as  doth  to  their  rejuiiation  and 
praise,  thu  many  great  and  remarkable  scrvicei*  performed  by  tlieiu 
for  the  interest  and  honour  of  our  kingdom. 

We  also  oousidering,  that  a  doubt  has  lately  arisen,  concerning 
the  extcji^JTon  of  the  new  charter  r>r  enfeoffment  granted  to  our 
?aid  city  bv  our  lato  dear  iuthcr.  dated  at  IlolyrotKlhou>e  the 
fifteenth  day  of  the  month  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  three;  and  to  the  end  that  all  doubts  andcontro- 
veraies  may  be  removed  and  cease,  touching  the  said  charter,  which 
mav  either  tend  to  our  prejudice  in  particular,  or  to  the  common- 
weall  or  kingdotn  in  general;  they  of  their  own  free  will  and 
proper  motion,  humbly  appeared  before  the  lords  of  our  privy 
eoundly  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  the  month  of  January,  anno 
1690,  and  produced  in  presence  of  the  said  lords,  an  act  by  the 
Provost,  Bailiffs,  Council,  anfl  cnmnnmity  of  our  said  city,  sub- 
scribed by  their  common  clerks,  dated  the  twenty>eigbth  of 
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Juiuary  aforesaid;  irhereHy  tliey  ratified  th«  offer  made  by  our 
well  IkIovc'iI  tounsfllor,  Mr.  John  Hay  our  clerk  register  (therein 
intitled  Mr.  John  Hay  their  clerk  and  commissioner)  in  their 
name,  concern incr  the  restriction  of  the  offices  of  shoritt'  nnd  cor- 
oner, and  jurisdiction  thereof;  contained  in  the  said  enteoflment 
granted  in  the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  three;  and 
holding  of  their  gild-courts  within  the  bounds  folbwing;  contained 
in  the  ofler  made  by  our  »aid  city  to  the  nobility  and  gentry  oi 
West  Lothian,  coniprehending  the  lands  following,  viz.  our  town 
of  Edinburgh,  common  niillsi  common  moor,  commoa  marsh  or 
my  re,  lakes,  walls,  and  ditches  of  the  same;  the  villages  of  Leith 
and  Newhaven,  with  the  ports,  raids,  stations  of  ships,  bulwarks, 
piers,  shores,  and  the  eastern  and  western  Links  thereof;  the 
lands  called  tlio  Common  Olos^'ts,  Burse,  holf,  halls,  and  other 
lands  properly  belongiiig  to  our  said  town;  with  the  several  ways, 
paths,  streets,  roads,  and  passages  leading  to  and  from  our  said 
town,  and  to  and  from  the  villages  of  Leith  and  Newbaven;  and 
leading  through  the  common  moor  and  marshes,  which  are  either 
built  or  repaired  by  them,  as  far  a?*  tin*  ?ai(l  moor  or  mr\rsh<'s  ex- 
tend ;  with  the  ways  and  streets  leatltng  to  and  from  their  com- 
mon mills  upon  the  river  of  Leith,  as  far  as  the  said  mills,  and 
mill-lands  belonging  to  our  said  town  do  attend. 

And  likcw  ise  as  to  the  renunciation  made  in  favour  of  all  right 
of  regality  (if  .my  siich  tlun-  be)  granted  to  them  or  their  prede- 
cessors; with  the  escheats  uf  criminals  condenmed  to  die;  and  also 
the  escheats  of  the  inhabitants  of  our  said  town,  who  are  de- 
nounced or  put  to  the  horn  for  civil  causes;  with  dl  other  extra- 
ordinary lilx  rties  (if  any  sucli  tln-rc  be)  contained  in  the  said 
charter,  which  are  not  fit  to  be  granted  to  a  subject,  nor  have 
hitherto  been  granted,  neither  to  a  sherifl',  coroner  or  free  burgh: 
And  also,  in  regard  to  a  renunciation  of  all  the  right  they  had, 
either  to  the  southern  or  northern  banks  of  our  Castle  of  Edin- 
burgh, without  prejudice  to  a  prior  gift,  which  our  .^aid  town,  or 
any  of  its  hurpessfs  have  to  the  same;  and  witliuut  any  alteration 
in  tlie  u:»e  of  tlie  said  banks,  than  what  has  been  practised  in  for- 
mer times  past  the  memory  of  man. 

And  likewise,  containing  an  humble  petitkniy  that  we  would  be 
pleased  to  ratify  the  said  charter,  and  all  their  ancient  enfeofiinents 
therein  contained,  with  full  liV>orty,  and  the  sole  or  only  trade 
within  the  district  <>r  bounds  of  We^^t  Lothian,  appertaining  to  a 
royal  free  burgh.  Together  with  the  said  offices  of  sheriff  and 
coroner  within  the  bounds  of  our  said  town  of  Edinbuiigh,  villages 
of  Leith  and  Newhavcn,  and  othera  above  and  hereafter  specified; 
with  nil  the  cii.Htotii",  y^'tty  customs,  and  others  therein  contained, 
whereof  our  said  town  has  been  in  possession;  with  ail  the  liber- 
ties, privileges,  and  other  things  contained  in  the  said  enfeofihients, 
conform  to  the  tenors  tberecrf'. 

And  wbefcaa  (he  afttd  Frovosti  Bailifis,  Council  and  community 
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of  our  said  town,  have,  conform  to  the  said  act,  made  and  sub- 
scribed a  full  and  ample  reuunciation  and  rei»ignatiuii  of  the  pre- 
mises in  favour  of  us  and  our  sucoesaors;  we,  out  of  oiur  graciom 
respect  and  fiivoiir  towards  our  said  city  of  Edinbui^;  and  as  an 
encouragement  for  them  to  persevere  in  their  good  mA  fiutbfiil  ser- 
vices to  us  and  our  succossom,  gratefully  accept  their  said  renun- 
ciation and  ratification;  and  ratify  their  said  enfeoffments  with  the 
several  liberties  and  privileges  therein  contained,  exclusive  of  the 
particulars  above  mentioned  renounced  as  aforesaid. 

Wherefore  we,  after  our  lawful  and  perfect  age  of  twenty-five 
years,  and  after  all  our  revocation"*,  by  tlip  advice  and  consent  of 
our  well  beloved  cousin  and  couuselior,  John,  Earl  of  Traquair, 
Lord  Linton  and  Caberston,  &c.  our  high-treasurer,  comptroller, 
collector,  and  treasurer  of  our  new  augmentations  of  our  kingdom 
of  Scotland ;  and  with  advice  of  the  other  lords  of  our  exchequer 
of  our  said  kingdom  of  S(*<jtland,  our  commissioners^,  have  ratified 
and  approve<l,  and  by  this  our  pressent  charter  coniirmed,  and  by 
the  tenor  hereof  ratify  and  approve,  and  for  us  and  our  succebsors 
perpetually  confirm  to  the  Provo8t>  Bulifis,  Council,  and  commu- 
nity of  our  said  city  of  Edinburgh  and  their  successors,  the  several 
chai-tors,  enfeoffinents*  dooatioo^  and  other  things  h«eunder 

specified,  viz. 

A  charter  mode  and  granted  by  the  late  Robert  Bruce,  King  ot 
Scotland,  under  his  great  seal  to  the  Provost,  Bailiflsy  Counci],  and 

community  of  our  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  and  their  successors  of 
the  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  fho  port  and  mills  of  Loith,  with  their 
appurtenances,  to  bo  held  of  liis  Majesty  and  his  successors,  with 
the  several  liberties  aiul  conveniences,  as  fully  and  fi-eely  as  they 
were  in  the  time  of  King  Alexander,  bis  predecessor,  of  happy 
memofy,  for  payment  of  the  sum  of  fifty-two  marks  sterling  n)oney 
in  manner  contained  in  the  faid  charter:  Dated  at  Cardross,  the 
twenty-sixth  day  of  tlie  month  of  May,  in  the  2ith  year  of  his 
reigu. 

Also»  a  charter  granted  by  the  late  King  James  III.  of  |mous 
memory,  under  Ins  great  seal,  to  the  Provost,  Bailifi's,  Counoil» 

and  community  of  our  said  town  of  K(!itibnrrr!i,  <  f  tlto  borc<litary 
ofTice  of  sheriff"  within  our  ^aid  town  and  iilxM'tirs,  witli  ali  and 
singular  the  privilegeti  and  nuinuuities  therein  contained;  Dated 
the  sixteenth  day  of  the  month  of  November,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  four  hundre<l  and  eighty-two,  in  the  twenty-third  year 
of  his  reign,  to  be  !if>M  as  therein  ttk nfioned. 

Likewise  a  charter  granted  by  fho  late  King  James  111.  of 
good  memory  to  the  ^id  Provost,  Baiiitis,  Council,  and  commu- 
nity of  our  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  and  their  successors  for  ever; 
of  all  and  sundry  the  customs  of  the  port  and  raid  of  Leith,  as  is 
more  fidly  and  particularly  tin n  in  in«(  rted,  to  be  held  liin 
Majesty  aud  liis  success^irs  in  n  ;uiuer  therein  cfintaincd:  Dated 
the  sixteenth  day  of  the  mouth  oi'  November,  in  the  year  one 
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thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-two,  and  of  his  reign  the 
twenty-third  year. 

And  in  like  n]anner»  a  charter  and  enfeoffment  granted  by  tlie 
late  Robert  Logane  of  Lostalrig,  kiiiurlit,  under  his  seal,  to  the  Pro- 
vost, Bailiffs,  Council,  and  comnuuiity  uf  our  said  town  of  Edin- 
burgij,  of  all  the  several  ways  and  passages  leading  to  and  from 
the  harbour  of  Leith,  containing  also  S.ven  other  liberties^  pri* 
viloi^^es,  and  immunities  therein  mentioned,  to  be  hdd  in  manner 
tlierein  spoeified:  Date<l  the  last  d.iy  of  the  month  of  May»  anno 
one  thousand  tlu  iM'  hundred  and  ninety-eiglif 

A  charter  of  contirmatiun  given  and  grautiil  by  the  late  King 
James  IT.  of  pious  m«nory,  under  hb  great  seal,  to  the  said 
Provost,  Bailiffs,  Council,  and  community  of  our  said  town  of  Sd* 
inburgh,  and  their  suecerisors,  confirming  the  aforesaid  two  char* 
ters  above  written  by  the  said  King  James  III.  of  good  memory, 
made  to  our  bald  town,  of  the  tenor  and  contents  aluresaid.  And 
also  confirming  the  said  other  charter  made  by  the  said  late  8ir 
Robert  Logane,  to  the  said  Provost,  Bailifls,  Council,  and  commu- 
nity of  our  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  and  their  successors,  of  the 
dato,  tenor,  and  contents  aforesaid;  which  charter  of  confirmation 
is  (late<l  at  Stirling,  the  ninth  day  of  the  mouth  of  Marcli,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  ten. 

Also  a  charter  made  and  granted  by  the  said  kte  King  Janes 
IT.  under  his  great  seal,  to  the  said  Provost,  Bailiffs,  Council,  and 
community  of  our  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  for  the  time,  and  their 
snco('s.stir«5,  of  all  and  singular  the  lands  and  port  of  Newhaven, 
iyiug  and  bounded  as  therein  mentioned;  with  the  haven-silver, 
and  other  profits  and  duties  thereunto  belonging;  with  all  and 
sin<;ular  the  liberties  and  immunities  therein  contained  to  be  held 
as  tlicrc'in  tncntioned:  Dated  at  Stirling,  the  said  ninth  day  of  the 
moTifli  of  Marcli,  anno  one  thoKviud  five  hnniJri'<l  and  t«'n. 

Likewbe  a  ciiarter  given  and  granted  by  our  iato  dear  grand- 
father, and  grandmother,  Henry,  and  Queen  Mary,  after  thdr 
perfect  age,  under  their  great  seal,  to,  and  in  fitvour  of  the  said 
Provost,  Bailiffs,  Council,  and  community  of  our  snid  town  of 
Edinbnrgli,  and  thfir  successors,  the  superiority  of  tli<'  village  of 
Leith,  and  appurtenances  thereof;  as  well  of  the  inhabitants  and 
indwellers  therein,  as  of  the  houses,  tenements,  annual-rents,  links, 
orchards,  profits,  duties,  services,  tenants,  tenancies,  and  service 
of  free  tenants,  with  their  pertinents,  as  more  fully  mentioned  and 
expressed  in  the  saitl  enfeoffment,  to  be  held  as  therein  specified: 
Dated  the  fourth  day  of  the  month  of  October,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-five,  and  of  their  reigns  tlie  first 
and  twentieth  years. 

Also  a  charter  (letter  of  assignation)  made  by  our  late  dear 
father,  under  his  great  seal,  granted  to  his  well-b♦'lo^  ed  coun- 
sellor, Sir  John  Maitland  of  Thirlestane,  knight,  his  chancellor 
and  secretary,  bis  heirs  and  assigns,  oooitituting  him  and  tiiem 
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his  MigMty's  undoubted  oeasioQen  and  aaagns*  in  and  to  a  lottor 

of  reversion,  granted  by  the  said  Provost,  Bailiffs,  Council  and 
COQUDunity  of  our  snid  town  of  Kflinhurgli,  to  tlie  aforesaid  late 
Qnecn  ALiry,  our  dear  grandniotlier,  lier  heirs  and  svlcccs^i0^s,  for 
redeeming  from  tliem  tlie  said  superiority  of  the  village  of  Leitb, 
granted  to  them  under  the  revenion  of  the  sum  of  ten  thousand 
marks,  usual  money  of  our  kingdom  of  Scotland,  as  in  the  said 
assic:nr\tinn,  dntcd  the  twenty-ser-onth  day  of  the  month  of  JuK, 
anno  one  thousand  five  luindretl  and  eighty-seven,  more  fully  does 
appear  i  together  with  the  act  of  parliament,  ratifying  and  approv- 
ing the  said  assignation,  dated  the  twenly-ninth  day  of  the  said 
month  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven;  with  the  renunciation  of  tlu  said  reversion,  made  by  John 
Lord  Thirle^tane,  son  and  heir  of  tJie  said  late  'Sir  John  Maitland, 
lord  chancellor,  with  advice  and  consent  of  8ir  iiiciiard  Cockburne 
of  Clerkington,  knight,  hn  testamentary  tutor,  in  ikvour  of  the 
said  FhlVQSt,  Bailiffs,  Council,  Deacons  of  crafts,  and  community 
of  our  said  town  of  Edinburib:  DatO(^  tin'  tT\-pfity-eighth  day  of 
the  month  of  December,  anno  one  thousand  alx  hundred  and  four: 
Together  witli  the  ratification  of  Uie  said  discharge,  and  renuncia- 
tion of  the  afomdd  revenioni  granted  hy  the  said  John,  Lord 
Thirlestane,  to  the  said  Ftovost,  Bailiffs,  Council  Deacons  of 
crafts,  and  community  of  our  said  town  of  Edinburgh :  I)ate<l  tlu* 
twenty-fourth  day  of  the  tTionth  of  Kovember,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  six  hundred  and  four. 

Likewise  a  diarter  granted  by  our  hte  dear  firiiier,  under  his 
great  seal,  to  the  said  Provost,  BulifTs,  Council,  and  eommunity 
of  our  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  port  and 
harbour  of  Leith,  making  and  constituting  them  judges  between 
tlio  owners,  masters  of  ships,  and  mariners  in  Leith,  and  all  other 
ownerst  mseters,  and  smlors,  as  well  our  own  sulgeets  as  foreigners, 
with  their  ships,  barks,  and  boats,  within  the  said  port  and  town 
of  Leith  for  the  time,  in  all  maritime  affairs  and  actions,  and  other 
causes  whatever,  with  n  power  to  make  acts  and  statutes  for  the 
benefit  of  navigation  wiihiu  the  said  vill^e  of  Leitli. 

And  also^  g^Fo  and  grant  to  tin  said  ftovost,  BaiUffi,  Ckmneil, 
and  community  of  our  said  town,  the  pryme-gtlt  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  freight  of  e\ery  tun  of  merchandise,  and  be  applied  towards 
the  maintenance  of  poor  and  indigent  sailors  within  the  said  vil- 
lage of  Leith,  as  set  forth  in  the  said  charter;  with  all  and  singu- 
lar the  liberties,  privileges,  and  immunities  therein  specified,  to  be 
held  as  therein  mentiimed:  Dated  at  Whitehall,  the  third  day  of 
the  month  of  April,  anno  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixteen. 

And  in  like  manner,  a  charter  granted  by  our  late  donr  fnther, 
under  his  great  seal,  to  the  said  Provost,  Bailiffs,  Council,  Bur- 
gesses, ami  eommuidty  our  said  town  <k  Edinburgh,  and  their 
suooessors,  ratifying  and  approving  all  finroer  enfeoffments  granted 
to  them     his  M^jest/s  ptedocoBW»  of  iho  hereditaiy  offices  nf 
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sheriff  and  coroner.   Also  conceromg  a  new  grant  of  the  said 

offices  of  sherilT  and  coroner  to  our  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  with 
the  common  mills,  common  moor,  common  myro,  lako.^,  jvrts, 
streets,  ways,  lanes,  paths,  and  passages,  leading  to  and  irum  our 
said  town;  es|>ecially  the  passages  on  both  sides  the  river,  leading 
to  and  from  our  sMd  town  to  the  vilbtges  of  Leith  and  Newhav^, 
and  ports  thereof;  and  within  the  ports  of  tlio  villages  of  New- 
haven  and  Leith,  li:irl>our?.  port«,  raid;*,  and  bulwarks  or  forts  of 
the  same;  and  within  the  lands  of  the  Common  Closets,  Burse, 
holf,  streets,  ways,  paths,  passages,  lands  and  bounds  whatsoever; 
lying  within  the  liberties  of  our  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  and  vil- 
iage  of  Leith  on  the  southern  side  the  riv^r  thereof;  with  a 
power  to  roeister  all  letter**  of  horning  and  inhibition,  executed 
against  what  person  s xm  r,  dwelling  within  our  said  town  of  Ed- 
inburgh, village  of  Leilli,  and  bounds  aforesaid:  And  against  all 
persons,  prof  irietors  of  hinds  and  tenements  within  the  same»  against 
whom  the  said  letters  of  homing  and  inhibition  shall  be  executed. 
With  all  other  liberties,  ooii)mo(1itie«,  and  privilepff  s  therein  con- 
tained: Dated  at  Whitehall,  tia-  tliird  day  of  the  month  of  April, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  six  liuadicd  and  sixteen. 

Likewise  a  gift  given  and  granted  by  our  said  late  dear  lather, 
under  his  great  seal,  to  the  said  Provost,  Bailiffs,  Council,  and 
community  of  otir  !«ai(l  town  of  Edinburgh,  of  having  a  swonl 
borne  belure  tlii>  rrovo&t  of  our  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  within 
the  liberties  of  tiie  said  town,  and  at  riding  the  marches  or  bounds 
of  the  jurisdiction  of  our  said  town:  And  of  the  office  of 
justices  of  the  peace,  in  manner  therein  mentioned,  and  all  and 
singular  the  liberties  and  immunities  therein  speeifieii :  Dated  at 
Whitehall,  the  (eiitli  <lay  of  the  month  of  November,  in  the  ^ear 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  nme. 

AhK>,  a  donation  and  enfeofibent  of  the  justidary  of  peaoe^ 
granted  by  our  said  late  dear  father,  under  his  great  seal,  to  the 
said  Provost,  Bailiffs,  Council,  and  community  of  our  said  town  of 
Edinburgh,  within  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  village  of  Leith,  and 
bounds  thereof:  Dated  at  Hampton  Court,  the  tweuty-tiftli  day 
of  the  month  of  September,  in  the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred 
and  twelve. 

And  in  like  manner,  the  gift  and  enfeoflrnent  granted  by  our 
said  late  deiu*  father,  under  his  great  seal,  to  the  said  Provost, 
Bailifls,  Council,  and  community  of  our  said  town  of  Edinburgh, 
of  all  fines,  amerciaments,  and  odier  thuigs  belonging  to  the  offlees 

of  sherillH.  nn  1  justiees  of  the  peace,  within  the  bounds  of  their 
respective  jun  fi  nts:  Dated  at  Whitehall,  the  seventeenth  day 
of  the  month  ol  April,  auuo  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  thir> 
teen. 

Also  letters  of  donation,  granted  by  our  said  late  dear  father, 

tififlrr  his  great  seal,  to  tlie  said  Provost,  Pailifls,  Oounoil,  and 
community  of  our  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  and  their  suooeasora,  a 
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duty  of  four  pounds  Scottish  nionoy  out  of  every  tun  of  wine, 
bought  for  sale,  and  sold  by  retail  within  onr  *?aid  town,  liberties 
and  jurisdictions  of  the  same,  to  be  collected  by  them,  their  col- 
lectors, treMuren  and  others  in  their  names,  from  the  dnwen, 
vintiiers,  ta|>ster9  and  sellers  of  the  same  in  all  times  coming: 
Dated  at  Whitehall  the  tenth  day  of  the  rno!ifh  of  November,  anno 
one  thou?anil  six  hundred  and  nine;  together  with  a  latitication 
of  the  said  gilt  and  new  disposition  of  the  nforesuid  duty  of  four 
pounds  of  every  tun  of  wine  bovg^ht  for  sale,  and  sold  by  retail 
within  our  said  town,  liberties  and  jui  Isdictiou  thereof,  and  in  all 
•parts  within  tlie  \illage  of  South  Leith,  to  be  colloeted  from  tho 
retailor?  of  the  said  wine  in  all  times  comini;:  Dated  at  Hanijiton 
Court  tlio  twenty-tifth  day  of  the  month  of  September,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  twelve. 

Likewise  a  gift  and  privilege  under  the  privy  seal,  granted  by 
our  said  late  dear  father  to  the  said  Provost,  Bailtfts,  Council  and 
community  of  our  said  town  ot"  Edinburgh,  and  their  siici-essors 
to  erect  a  weigli-house  at  tlic  upiier  trone  of  our  said  town,  with 
divers  liberties,  privileges,  immunities  and  duties  therein  contained: 
Given  at  Boy»ton  the  ninth  day  of  the  month  of  Deoembtf,  anno 
one  thousand  six  hundn  d  and  eleven. 

And  in  like  jnanner.  a  charter  m-anted  by  our  "^aid  late  dear  father, 
under  his  great  seal,  to  the  said  Provost,  Bailiffs,  Council  and  com- 
monity  of  our  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  all  tliat  part  of  the  lands 
called  the  Higli-rigs,  containing  ten  acres  of  ground,  or  there- 
abouts, lying,  bounded,  atui  to  be  lu  id  as  specified  in  the  said 
charter:  Dated  at  Edinburgh  the  tliirtieth  day  of  the  month  of 
July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighteen. 

Also  a  gift  given  and  granted  by  onr  said  late  dear  fk^er,  un- 
der his  great  seal,  to  tli)-  Provost,  Bailiff's,  Council  and  community 
of  our  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  of  the  gauj.'ing  of  salmon,  herring 
and  white  j^ackcd  and  pcilled  within  our  kingdom  of  Scot- 
land; Dated  at  lioyston  the  nineteenth  day  of  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober, anno  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighteen. 

Likewise  a  donation  granted  by  our  said  late  dear  father,  under  bis 
great  seal  to  the  said  Provost,  Bailiffi*,  Council  and  community  of 
our  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  appointing  them  surveyors  anrl  over- 
seers of  all  works,  vbitors,  searchers,  measurers  and  sealers,  or 
stampers  of  all  cloth,  Flemish  stufi^  and  stockings  made  within  the 
said  town,  villagi>  of  Leith,  and  our  sberilfwick  of  Edinburgh,  as 
mentioned  in  the  said  irift.  which  contains  divers  other  liberties,  im- 
munities and  dutius,  under  the  provision  therein  specified:  Dated 
at  VV  hitehaii  the  eighth  day  of  the  mouth  of  March,  in  the  year 
one  thomuid  nz  Inuidred  and  twenty-one. 
'  A  charter  given  and  granted  by  our  said  late  dear  grandmother, 
Queen  Mary,  under  her  great  seal,  to  the  said  Provost,  Bailiff, 
Council  and  eommunity  of  our  said  town,  and  their  succensors,  of 
all  and  ungular  the  lauds,  tcncuients,  houi>cS|  buildings,  churehe»> 
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chapclries,  gardens,  orchards,  crofta,  aniuml  rents,  tithes,  services, 
profits,  duties,  emoluments,  farms,  alms,  dail-silvcr,  obits,  and  aii- 
niTenaries,  wbieli  belonged  to  whatever  cfaapdnes»  altarages,  and 
prebendarieii  in  whatsoever  churches,  chapels  or  ooOegeiy  within 
the  liberty  of  our  said  town,  founded  hy  whatsoever  patron,  in 
v^hose  possession  tlie  s^aid  chajielries  or  prebendaries  were,  wher- 
ever the  same  lie  within  our  kingdom  of  Bcotlandi  or  within  or 
without  our  aaid  town  of  Edinburgh ;  with  til  tiie  lands  whidi  ap- 
pertained to  the  Dominicans  and  Franciscans,  commonly  called 
the  Bin  kfn'ars  and  Grayfriars;  with  divers  other  lands,  more  fully 
set  forth  in  the  said  charter:  Dated  the  thirteenth  day  of  the 
month  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  five  hundred  and 
»xty-fliz. 

And  in  like  manner,  a  charter  gmnted  by  our  said  late  dear 
fatlier,  under  hh  great  seal,  dated  at  Stirling  the  fourteenth  day 
of  the  montii  of  A[>ril,  anno  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty- 
two,  whereby  be  ratified  and  confirmed  the  said  first  charter, 
granted  by  his  late  dear  mother,  of  the  said  lands  and  things 
aforesaid,  dated  the  said  thirteenth  day  of  the  month  of  March, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  five  lumdred  and  sixty-six.  And  also 
ratifies  and  confirms  the  demission  and  reuunriatlon  made  by  John 
Qib,  of  his  right  to  the  provostry  of  the  Kirk  of  Field,  with  all 
the  hoosea,  lands  and  boudings  thereunto  belonging,  in  favour  of 
oar  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  by  which  our  said  late  dear  father 
gave,  granted  and  disjKDned  to  the  said  Provost,  Bailiffs,  Council 
}Hid  ooninuinity  of  our  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  and  their  succes- 
sors, liberty  and  license  to  erect  a  college,  and  to  build  and  repair 
bouses,  and  proper  apartments  for  reception  of  professors  of 
humanity,  letters  and  languages,  philosq>hy,  theologT^  physic, 
law,  and  all  other  liberal  sciences:  And  to  elect  professors,  suffi- 
cient to  teach  the  mid  professions;  and  to  that  end,  gave,  granted 
and  disponed  to  them  and  their  successors,  the  provostry  of  the 
Kirk  of  Field,  with  the  lands,  tenements,  fruits,  possessions,  rents, 
duties,  and  their  appurtenances. 

Also  a  charter  made  and  granted  by  our  said  late  dear  father, 
under  his  groat  seal,  dated  the  fourth  day  of  the  month  of  May, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-four;  whereby 
our  said  late  dear  fiiUier  considering,  that  the  said  Provost,  Bailifis, 
Counal  and  community  of  our  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  had  been 
at  great  expenses,  and  disbursed  large  sums  of  money  in  erecting 
the  said  college,  building  houses,  and  endowing  the  same  with 
great  sums  of  money,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  professors  of 
humanity,  philosophy  and  divinity  within  the  same,  for  the  in- 
struction of  youth  therein:  Gave,  granted  and  disponed  to  the 
said  Provost,  Bailifis,  Council  and  community  of  our  said  town, 
for  tlie  M>if  of  the  fjiid  college,  and  support  of  the  rect(»r«!  and 
regents  tlierein,  tlie  whole  archdeaconry  of  Lothian,  con&uUug  ot 
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the  rectory  of  Curry,  parsonage-house,  glebey  diurdl-Iands,  Uthe6» 
•  IVuiu,  rents,  profits  and  duties  thereof. 

Likewise^  a  obarter  made  uid  granted  by  our  lite  dear  fttlier, 
under  his  great  teal,  dated  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  the  month  of 

May,  anno  one  thousand  five  Iiundrcd  and  (ri,dity-so%'en ;  hy  which 
our  said  late  dear  father  coiT^idi  ring  the  great  exj>enees  and  sums 
of  money  laid  out  by  the  said  Provost,  Bailifis,  Council  and  com- 
munity of  our  sud  town  of  Edinburgh,  in  erecting  an  hospital, 
maintaining  their  ministers,  and  supporting  their  col  lop'  aforesaid, 
pave,  granted,  and  disponed  to  the  said  Provost,  Bailifts,  Council 
and  community  of  our  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  and  their  suc- 
cessors, the  provostry  of  the  Tnnity  college,  lands,  bouses,  reuta, 
ehnrches,  tithes,  and  other  fruits,  rents,  and  emoluments  thereunto 
annexed. 

A  charter  made  and  granted  by  our  said  late  dear  father,  under 
liis  great  seal,  dated  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  the  month  of  July, 
anno  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  ratifying  the 
enfeoffinent  granted  b^  himself,  and  by  the  said  late  Queen  Maiy, 
his  mother,  of  the  said  church-lands.  Trinity  college,  provostry  of 
tho  Kirk  of  Field,  and  archdeaconry  of  Lothian;  containing 
also  a  new  gift  of  all  the  said  churches,  provostry  of  the  Trinity 
college,  and  archdeaconry  of  Lothian,  with  the  several  lauds  and 
tithes  thereunto  belonging,  for  tlie  use  of  the  ministers,  college, 
and  poor. 

In  like  manner,  a  charter  given  anrl  irranted  by  our  said  late 
dear  father,  luuh-r  hU  irreat  seal,  dated  ut  Beau%oir  Castle,  the 
seventh  day  ot  tiio  mouth  of  August,  in  the  year  one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  twelve;  containing  a  ratifieation  of  all  former  rights 
granted  to  our  saiil  town  of  Edinburgh,  of  the  said  chureh-hmds, 
provostry  of  the  Kirk  of  Field,  provostry  of  the  Trinity  college, 
and  archdeaconry  of  Lothian.  Together  with  a  new  gift  of  all 
the  said  church-lands,  benefices,  and  other  tilings  therein  con- 
tained, to  be  applied  by  the  said  Provost  and  Bailifis,  and  their 
suooessors,  towards  thenudntenanoe  of  their  ministers,  college,  and 
poor;  in  all  the  several  points,  steps,  heads,  articles,  clauses,  con- 
ditions, privih'freji,  liberties,  imnnmities,  and  circumstances  what- 
ever, contained  in  the  said  enteotiiuents,  charters,  gifts,  and  other 
things  particularly  above  mentimied;  and  in  every  one  of  them, 
acoording  to  the  form  and  tenor  thereof ;  providing  always,  that 
the  ratification  of  the  said  charters,  enfeoffments,  and  things  afbre- 
wiid  shall  noway«  comprehend  or  be  extended  to  a  rigrht  of  re- 
gality, if  any  sucii  there  be  comprehended  in  any  of  the  said  con- 
firmed rights  and  enfeoffments;  nor  shall  be  fartlier  extended  to 
the  hereditary  oiBces  of  sheriff  and  coroner,  and  jurisdiction 
thereof;  or  to  the  holding  of  guild  courts,  but  only  within  the 
bounds  of  our  said  town  nf  Edinburgh,  common  mills,  common 
moor,  common  marsh,  or  my  re,  lakes,  walls,  and  ditches;  aud 
within  the  villages  of  Leith  and  Newhaven,  ports,  harbours,  bul- 
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walks,  shores,  piers,  raids,  linkis.  hoth  oastern  and  western,  tin* 
lands  c:dl«  d  the  Common  Closets,  Burse,  holf,  halls,  and  other 
knds,  tltc  |)ruperty  of  our  said  town,  wa;a,  «tre<.>td,  patlis,  and 
passages  leading  to  and  from  our  said  town  of  Edinburgh;  and  to 
and  from  the  said  villages  of  Lcith  an<i  Xewhaven;  and  the  ways, 
]iaths,  str<  »  r<.  and  pa.ssnires  leading  through  their  common  moor, 
and  mar^h,  wiiich  were  made,  and  are  by  them  repainnl  as  far  as 
the  said  moor  and  marsh  extended.  And  tlieir  ways  and  streets 
leading  to  and  from  thar  common  mills,  on  both  sides  the  river  of 
Leith,  us  fur  as  the  said  mills,  tni!t-I,in>1>.  and  other  things  belong* 
ing  to  them  extend.  And  that  the  i  ;ititic:ition  of  the  said  charters 
sltall  noways  im{»ly  an  impediment,  hiiidrance,  or  prejudice  to  us 
and  our  successors,  in  our  right  and  royal  prerogative,  to  erect 
boroughs  of  regality,  or  barony,  in  any  other  part  of  the  county 
of  West  Lotltiany  within  the  bounds  of  the  sherill'  and  coronary  to 
which  the  sjinie  is  ponrmed  as  aforesaid:  With  this  declaration 
always,  that  the  je.>tiieiiun  of  the  said  offict's  ol  slieritV  and  cor- 
oner, and  others  aforesaid,  to  the  bounds  above  mentioned,  shall 
infer  no  prejudice  or  hurt  to  our  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  or  in- 
habitants thereof,  touching  their  power,  privilege,  and  liberty  of 
the  ^«ilo  and  oidy  trade  of  merchandise,  within  the  bounds  of 
West  Lothian,  l«'lon'_Miig  to  them  as  a  royal  free  burcrh. 

And  likewise,  lliat  the  said  rutiticutiuu  of  the  oufculi'meuts  and 
charters  above  specified,  shall  noways  extend  to  any  right  that  the 
said  town  or  their  successors  have,  or  can  pretend  to  the  escheata 
of  criininals  crmvicted  before  them  to  die;  nor  to  the  encheats  of 
any  of  the  inhabitants  within  the  bounds  of  tlieir  ^aid  sheriffwick 
and  coronary  (restricted  as  aforesaid)  already  denounced,  or  who 
hereafter  shall  be  denounced  or  put  to  the  horn,  either  for  dvil  or 
criminal  causes.  And  also,  that  the  said  restriction  shall  noways 
extend  to  the  sotitlu  rn  and  northern  banks  of  our  Castle  of  Edin- 
burgh, without  iireiudioo  ahva\s  to  any  lawful  riirht  they,  or  the 
Jiurgesses  of  our  said  town  may  have  to  the  sauic,  preceding  the 
fifth  day  of  the  month  of  Man^,  in  the  year  one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  three:  And  without  innovation  or  prejudice  to  our 
said  town  and  their  sucecssor^.  of  the  u»-p  of  tin?  said  southern 
bank,  conform  to  the  practice  of  foriucr  times,  beyond  the  memory 
of  man. 

Moreover,  it  b  deohved,  tliat  the  particiilars  above  apecified, 
excepted  from  the  said  ratification,  are,  and  shall  he  held  as  ex* 

cepted,  not  only  out  of  the  said  charters  and  cnfeofiinents,  ratified 
by  this  our  present  charter;  but  also  from  all  other  enfenftrncnta, 
rights,  and  titles,  made  and  granted  by  our  predecessors  to  our 
said  town,  at  any  time  preceding  the  day  and  date  of  tlus  our 
present  charter,  without  prejudice  to  our  well-beloved  cousin  and 
oounsellor,  Janice,  Duke  of  Lennox,  high  admiral  and  chamberlain 
of  our  kingdom  of  Scotland,  his  heirs  and  successors  in  right  of 
tlie  said  ofiicesy  as  to  any  right,  title  or  claim  be  or  they  may  iuive 
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t')  any  of  the  liberties,  privileges,  jurisdictions,  commodities,  or 
other  things  contained  in  the  enfooftments  above  specified,  crrantod 
to  our  said  town  of  Edinburgh  and  tlieir  predeces^iors,  and  ratitied 
by  m  in  tlidr  fiivonr  aooording  to  law.  And  that  lite  said  ad* 
miral  and  chamberlain,  and  others  aforesaid,  and  our  said  town  of 
Edinburgh,  and  their  successors,  shall  be  and  remain  in  the  same 
state  and  condition  as  to  all  the  righrs  and  privileges  touching  the 
said  offices,  aa  they  were  in  before  tiie  day  and  date  of  this  our 
present  ohioteri  aa  if  thii  our  present  ratifioa^on  bad  never  been 
granted. 

And  in  like  manner,  we,  with  the  advice  and  consent  aforesaid, 
will  Hiid  grant,  and  for  us  and  our  successors,  appoint  and  ordain, 
that  this  our  present  ratitication  of  the  charters,  cnfeoli'ments,  gifts 
and  things  paurtieuhurly  above  specified,  always  with  and  under  the 
several  restrictions,  exceptions,  reservations,  and  provisions  above 
mentioned;  which  being  held  as  if  repeate<i  in  this  our  present 
charter,  is,  and  sliall,  in  all  respect-**,  be  of  m  great  force,  strength, 
and  value,  as  if  ail  the  aforesaid  enfeotliuents,  cliartcrsi  gifts,  and 
things  above  written,  were,  word  1^  word  inserted  in  tiib  our 
present  charter,  notwithstanding  the  not  inserting  thereof,  or  con- 
cerning the  not  inserting  whereof,  or  all  that  has  followed  or  may 
follow  thereon :  We,  for  us  and  our  succei^sors,  have  dispensed,  and 
by  tlie  tenor  of  this  our  present  charter,  dispenses  fur  ever. 

Also  we,  with  the  advice  and  consent  aforesaid,  and  by  the 
tenor  of  thb  our  present  diarter*  ratify  and  approve  the  several 
heads  and  articles  of  the  agreement  made  between  the  said  Pro- 
vost, Bailiffs,  Council,  and  community  of  our  said  city  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  ministers  within  the  said  city,  contained  in  an  act  of 
our  privy  councU  made  concerning  the  same,  dated  the  first  day 
of  the  month  of  November,  anno  one  thousand  uz  hundred  and 
twenty-five.  And  the  said  act  of  council  nunk'  concerning  the 
!»aiiio,  of  the  date  aforesaid,  in  all  and  singular,  tho  ]»oints,  clun-^  s, 
and  conditions  therein  contained;  and  especially  without  prejudice 
of  the  aforesaid  generality ;  and  that  the  clause  thereof,  whereby 
it  was  agreed  tliat  the  said  Provost,  Bailiffs,  Council,  and  com- 
munity of  our  saitl  city  of  Edinburgh,  and  their  successors,  shall 
have  th(!  right,  title,  and  privilege  to  nominate  and  j)resent  the 
several  ministers  to  serve  the  cures  of  all  tiie  churches  within  our 
sud  town  of  Edinburgh,  in  all  times  coming.  And  we  will,  grant, 
declare  and  etdain,  that  this  our  present  ratification  of  the  heads 
and  articles  particularly  above  specifit  I,  i  «  and  shall  be  of  as  great 
force,  power,  strength,  and  effect,  as  it  they  were  at  full  length 
inserted  in  thh  our  present  cluu'ter;  wherefore  we,  for  us  and  our 
successors,  by  this  vat  present  charter  dispense  for  ever. 

Moreover,  we,  with  the  advice  and  consent  aforesaid,  and  by 
virtue  of  this  our  present  charter,  give  and  gi-ant  to  the  >.iud  Pro- 
vost, Bailiffs,  Council,  and  community  of  our  said  town  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  their  successors,  for  ever,  the  nomination  and  pre- 
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sentation  of  the  several  ministers,  fur  serving  the  cures  within  tlic 
respective  churches  of  our  said  city  of  EdiQburgh,  already  built, 
or  hereafter  may  happen  to  be  built  within  the  said  dty  in  all 
times  coming;  together  with  the  right  of  patronage  of  the  said 
cliurehes  for  ever;  with  full  power  to  the  aforesaid  Provost,  Bai- 
liffs, Council,  and  community  of  our  said  city,  and  their  successors, 
in  all  times  coming,  of  nominating  uud  presenting  pcraous  qualitied 
to  serve  the  said  cures  within  the  several  churches  <tf  our  s^d  city, 
as  often  as  they  shall  become  vacant,  by  death,  deprivation,  de- 
mission, or  otherwise. 

Besiilos,  wc  considering:,  that  our  said  late  dear  father,  of  eter- 
nal memory,  and  the  three  estates  of  parliament,  by  their  i>pecial 
act  and  statute,  of  the  fourth  day  of  the  month  of  August,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-one,  did  of  new  give, 
grant  and  dbpone  to  the  said  Provost,  Bailiffs,  Council,  and  com- 
munity of  our  said  town  of  Edinburgh,  and  their  successors,  all 
our  said  town,  the  ports  and  harbours  of  Leith  and  Is'ewhavcn, 
with  the  bounds  thereof  and  passages  leading  to  and  from  our 
said  town  through  the  lands  of  Lestalrig. 

And  in  like  manner,  the  aforesaid!  superiority  of  Leith,  with  the 
said  offices  of  slieriti  and  justices  of  the  peace  within  our  snid  town 
of  Ediuburgli,  village  of  Leith,  and  ports  of  Leith  and  Newhaven, 
and  liberties  thereof,  with  other  bounds  particularly  above  men- 
tioned, and  jurisdiction  of  the  said  port  and  harbour  of  Ldth; 
together  with  the  said  piyme-gilt,  to  be  received  to  the  use  afore- 
said ;  the  said  ton  aeres  of  the  lands  of  Hiixh-rigs,  with  as  full  and 
aii)i)le  privileges  and  immunities,  as  are  contained  in  the  particular 
charters,  enfeoffments,  and  other  things  above  s|)ecitied,  to  be  held 
of  his  Majesty  and  liii  auocesaora,  as  mentioned  in  the  several  en- 
feoffments and  rights  granted  to  the  said  town  of  Edinburgh  oon- 
eeniing  the  same. 

And  for  their  better  security,  our  said  late  dear  father,  by  ad- 
vice ot  the  i^aid  estates,  did  dissolve  the  said  town,  ports,  harbours, 
offices,  pryme-gilt,  ten  acres  of  land,  and  others  particularly  above 
spedficd,  from  his  erown,  and  from  all  acts  of  parliament  made 
concerning  the  same;  in  so  far  as  they,  or  any  parts  thereof  were 
annexed,  or  apjwar  to  ha\'e  been  heretofore  annexed  thereto,  to 
the  end  particularly  above  mentioned;  and  did  annul  uU  the  several 
acts  and  statutes,  whid>  oould  be  prejudicial  or  d^gatury  to  the 
premises,  as  in  the  said  acts  of  parliament,  of  the  date  aforesaid, 
nv)re  fully  docs  appear;  therefore,  and  for  the  many  good  and 
faithful  services  done  to  us  by  our  said  city  of  Edinburgh,  and  ns 
an  encouragement  for  them  to  persevere  therein,  and  perform  the 
like  in  times  ooming,  We,  of  our  certain  knowledge  and  mere  mo- 
tion, with  the  advice  and  consent  aforesaid,  have  of  new  given, 
granted  and  disponed,  and  by  this  our  ]ir("^(  ttt  clmrter  contirnied, 
and  by  the  tenor  hereof  do  of  new  give,  grant  and  di.-^pone,  and 
for  us  and  our  sucHiessors  perpetually  coulirm  to  the  aforesaid 
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Provost,  Batliflfs,  Council,  and  community  of  our  said  town  of  Ed- 
inburgh, and  their  suci>e&sors,  all  and  singular  our  said  city  of 
Edinl^rgh,  walk,  ditdies,  ports*  street^  piths,  passages,  ImM, 
territories  and  community  thereol^  ihiIJb,  mill-landsy  multmes* 
ri^'ers,  banks,  heughs,  parts  and  appurtenances  of  the  same;  to- 
gether with  all  the  common  hvvh  of  our  said  ciry,  called  the  com- 
mon moor,  both  eastern  and  we^tteru,  and  couunun  myre  of  the 
same,  as  well  arable  aa  unarable,  wiih  all  houses,  buildings, 
gardens,  tofts  and  crofts,  with  their  rightful  appurteuanoes,  as 
possessed  by  the  said  Provost,  Bailiffs,  Council  and  community  of 
our  said  city,  their  feuars,  farmers  and  tenants  of  the  same;  with 
the  South  Loch,  called  the  Borough  Loch,  ground,  land,  marshes, 
and  myres  thereof;  and  idl  the  other  lake  of  our  said  city,  called 
the  Nordloeh,  soil,  land,  marshes  and  myres  of  the  same:  And 
also  all  the  said  ten  acres  of  the  High-rigs,  bounded  as  afore- 
said ;  witl\  the  twelve  common  mills  of  our  said  city,  at  present 
situated  on  both  sides  the  river  of  Leith,  mill-lands,  aqueducts, 
hous^,  buildings,  bridges,  heughs,  banks,  streets  and  passages, 
leading  to  and  from  &  smd  mills,  multures,  knaveships,  sukou, 
thirhi^  parts,  pendicles,  pertinents,  and  sequels,  with  their  several 
privileges  and  appurtonaiie*"*;  with  ix)wer  to  them  and  their 
suucesiKjrs,  to  erect  more  mills,  and  bridges  by  and  over  the  said 
river  of  Leith  at  their  pleasure,  in  such  place  or  places,  as  they 
shall  judge  most  convenient. 

And  also  all  the  vale  and  low  land^  vrilth  die  banks,  meadows, 
marshes  and  fenny  grouurl)*,  wirh  tlieir  appurtenances,  lying  be- 
tween the  rocks  (»dled  the  Craigendgate,  ou  the  eastern  side,  and 
the  common  way  or  passage  leading  to  the  village  of  Leith,  on  the 
western  part;  together  with  the  lands  anciently  called  the  Green- 
side,  with  the  Lepers*  hospital  and  garden  aituate  thereon,  with 
the  arable  and  other  latuU  thereunto  bclongine:,  banks,  niurshos, 
bogs,  and  tlieir  appurtenances,  as  they  are  at  present  let  and  oc- 
cupied by  the  lepers  of  the  said  hospital,  and  the  said  Provost, 
BauiiE^  and  OmmcQ,  and  their  tenants  or  fiurmers,  lying  on  the 
northern  side  of  the  said  vale  and  low  ground,  on  the  eastern  side 
of  the  wav  leading  to  Leith,  with  the  aforesaid  jwrt,  customs,  har- 
bour, soil  and  raid  of  Leith,  and  appurtenances  thereof,  with  all 
the  forts,  piers,  shores  and  bulwarks  of  the  same,  and  their  per- 
tinenta;  together  with  the  severs!  liberties  and  privileges  bdong- 
ing  to  the  inhabitants  of,  and  within  the  said  village  of  Leith, 
granted  to  our  sai'l  town  of  Edinburirh,  }»y  tlie  said  late  Sir  lloWrt 
IiOgane  of  Lest&lrig,  knight,  by  virtue  of  his  charter,  dated  the 
thirty-first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  one  tliousand  three  hundred 
and  ninety-eight,  with  all  the  streets,  ways  and  passages  leading 
to  the  said  village  of  Leith  on  both  sides  of  the  svd  port,  harbour 
and  river  of  Leith  ;  aii<l  thence,  till  it  joins  the  walls  of  the  hou!»e!> 
and  tenements  staudmg  on  both  sides  of  the  said  port,  and  hai- 
boor,  with  all  the  ooouuodities,  oonvenienoes,  privileges  and  im- 
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muniti^  belonging  thereto;  and  e^^peciully  the  privilegesy  customs* 
liav«iiHiitver,  anchorage,  doek>a9ver,  gohlen-pennies,  shore-tilver, 
exactions,  rents,  duties  and  casualties  of  the  said  poit>  harbour, 
i*nid  ami  vill.ijre  of  Lcitli,  whereof  the  said  Provost  and  Bailiffs, 
and  their  sucH-cHHor?*,  arc  and  have  been  in  pos«sossion  past  the 
memory  of  luan ;  with  the  duty  of  pryme-gilt,  to  be  raised  out  of 
the  Mght  of  every  tun  of  goods,  as  oonti^ned  in  the  enfeoilMBt 
granted  by  our  said  late  dear  father,  to  the  said  Provost,  Bailifla 
and  Council  of  Kilinhurgh :  Dated  at  Whitehall  the  third  day  of 
the  nionrh  of  A|»ril,  anno  one  thousand  5»ix  hundred  and  sixteen. 

And  in  like  manner,  ail  tiie  grounds  and  lands,  eonimonly  called 
the  Commoii  Closets,  hut  at  present  donominated  the  Bunet  with 
the  enolosnre  fenced  with  wood,  near  the  northern  end  of  the  said 
tinvn,  and  eastern  side  of  the  port  of  Leitli,  and  eastern  bulwark 
thoreof:  And  aho  all  the  waste  grounds  or  sands  by  the  sea,  lying 
on  the  eastern  and  northern  parts,  together  with  the  :»aid  Burse 
and  en<^osttre»  shall  be  bj  llien  tmlarged,  and  by  proper  f^Boees  or 
enclosures  extended  as  far  within  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  sea, 
as  may  be  gained  and  converted  into  dry  ground:  And  likewise 
the  two  pieces  of  land  adjoinincr,  with  the  houses  thereon,  in  pos- 
session of  the  aaid  Provost,  Bailiiik  and  Council ;  one  whereof  con- 
tains in  breadth  from  east  to  west,  flfty-one  ells,  and  in  length 
from  south  to  north  sixty-three  dls,  with  the  fort  and  mount 
thereof,  and  houses  situate  thereon,  called  Little  London,  lying 
on  the  fastcm  ?ide  of  the  said  village  of  Leith;  and  the  other 
sjK>t  or  piece  of  ground,  of  the  same  length  and  breadth,  lying 
on  the  soutliem  side  of  the  aforesaid  pieoe  of  land,  is  bounded 
by  the  Links  on  the  eastern  and  soutliaii  sides,  and  by  the  coni' 
mon  passage  on  the  western  side,  with  all  the  ground  and  land 
where  the  western  bulwark  of  tho  harbour  of  Loith  is  sitnnf^'d  on 
tlie  western  side  of  the  said  river  of  Leitli,  and  port  aloresaid; 
together  with  the  waste  ground  and  sands  encompassing  the  said 
western  bulwark  within  the  oourse  of  the  tide:  And  also  all  the 
said  village  and  lands  of  Newhaven,  and  bounds  thereof,  extend- 
itK'  frcTM  St.  Nicholas's  cliapcl  on  the  east,  and  Wairdie-brow  on 
the  wes>t,  with  the  port,  estuary,  or  arm  of  the  sea,  and  raid  there- 
of, with  the  Links,  houses,  buildings,  lands,  and  their  appurte- 
nances; with  the  several  privileges,  Uberties  and  customs  belonging 
to  the  same,  viz.  haven-silver,  shorc-dlver,  anchorage,  dock-silver, 
srolden -pennies,  customs,  impost;*,  shore-fees,  exactions,  rents,  pro- 
tits,  farms,  duties  and  caj»ualtie!»  thereof;  with  the  several  ways 
and  passages  leading  to  and  from  the  said  port  of  Newhaven  to 
our  said  city  of  ^inburgfa,  as  fully  and  iveely,  as  the  same  are 
and  have  been  eiyoyed  and  poKscs^^  d  by  the  said  Plrovoat,  Bailiib, 
and  their  pre<lece5*or!<,  time  out  of  mind. 

And  we  iiave  unitetl,  erected,  and  incorporated,  and  by  the 
tenor  of  this  our  present  diarter,  unite,  erect  and  incorporate  all 
the  said  lands*  -portSi  harboun*  customs,  bulwarks,  aiid  other 
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things  abo\'e  montionocl,  to  our  said  city  of  Edinburgh;  and  erect 
the  same  into  a  royal  city,  with  all  the  rights,  liberties,  privileges 
uid  immunities  appertaining  to  a  city  or  royal  burgh:  Providfng 
■IwaySi  that  the  annexation  or  union  of  the  said  places,  lying  with- 
out our  said  city  of  Edinburgh,  shall  infer  neither  power  nor 
liberty  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  places,  united  as  aforesaid,  to  use 
or  exercise  the  trade  of  merchandise,  without  the  special  license 
snd  appiDtMlion  of  the  aaid  Provcnt,  Bttlilb  and  C^ouncil  of  our 
Baid  city  of  Edinburgh,  with  power  to  the  and  Provost,  Bailifit  and 
Council  of  our  said  city,  Ijoth  present  and  to  come,  and  their  suc- 
cessors in  all  times  hereafter,  to  leet  and  chuse  their  magistrates, 
Frovost,  Baiiitls,  Dean  of  Gild,  Treasurer  and  Council,  as  freely 
as  any  other  burgh  royal  witfiln  our  said  kingdom  of  Scotiand, 
and  in  as  free  «  manner  as  ever  was  used  in  former  times;  together 
with  the  privilege  of  a  merchant-guildry,  w  ith  guild-courts,  Coun- 
cil, monibcrs,  jurisdiction,  and  members  belonging  thereunto, 
within  our  said  royal  city,  and  the  bounds  and  liberties  tha!^f. 

And  by  the  tenor  of  these  presents,  We  give  and  grant  to  the 
said  Flrovoet,  Bailiffs,  Council,  and  Btifgesses  of  our  said  city,  and 
their  successors,  the  sole  lil)crty  of  the  trade  and  merchandise  be- 
longing to  a  royal  free  burgh,  within  the  bounds  of  our  princip.-vl 
sherifi'wick  of  Edinburgh,  <Milled  West  Lothian;  without  prejudice 
always  to  us  and  our  suooessorBy  to  erect  boroughs  royal,  and 
burghs  of  barony,  with  all  the  privileges  and  liberties  thereunto 
belonging,  within  any  part  of  our  said  principal  sheriffwick  of  Ed- 
inburgli,  denominated  West  Lothian,  except  within  tl  o  bounds  of 
our  said  city  of  Edinburgh,  villages  of  Leith  and  2^ewbaveu,  ports, 
fuurbouTs,  nills,  moors,  snd  othen  united  to  our  said  dty  of  Sdin- 
burgh,  and  erected  into  a  city  royal  as  aforesaid. 

And  We  likewise,  by  the  tenor  of  these  presents,  give,  grant, 
and  dispone  to  the  said  Provost,  BailiHis,  Council,  and  commu- 
nity ot  our  said  city,  and  their  successors,  the  liberty  and  privilege 
of  holdmg  weddy  markets  within  our  said  city  on  every  Monday, 
Wednesday,  and  Friday,  or  on  any  oilu  r  ilirt  e  days  of  the  week, 
that  the  said  Provost,  Bailiffs,  nnd  Council  of  our  said  city  shall 
appoint  by  common  consent;  whereof  public  notice  shall  be  given 
of  the  said  three  public  market  days:  Together  with  the  privilege 
and  liberty  of  two  ftee  yearly  fiurs,  vhs.  that  of  All-hallows  and 
the  Trinity,  to  be  b^:un,  hdd,  and  continued  according  to  the 
usual  and  accustomed  manner:  Tno;ether  with  the  petty  and  otht>r 
customs,  lielonging  to  our  sai<l  city,  of  which  tl^ey  and  their  [  re- 
deoesaors  liave  been  long  iu  possession ;  with  the  customs  of  the 
said  ihirs  and  markets;  and  especially  the  sheriirs  fees  and  sheriff's 
gloves,  tolls,  customs,  and  all  other  fees,  privileges,  liberties,  and 
duties  belonging  to  the  fnid  fair^  and  markets,  by  the  laws  nnd 
custo!ns  of  our  «nld  kiiiic'li  iii  of  St  >tUind;  with  full  power  ;iiid 
liberty  to  the  said  Pruvust,  Bailitls,  Council,  aud  couiumuity,  and 

their  sueoeiaot%  yearly  to  ride  and  new  themareheaor  bootidaries 
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of  the  lands  belonging  to  tlieir  said  city,  mHIs,  ports,  harbours, 
and  plaees  AppwtMning  Co  the  sam^  aocordiDg  to  anctent  use  and 
practice^  beyond  the  tnumory  of  inan»  at  such  seasons  and  times  of 

tiie  year  as  they  shall  judge  most  convenient. 

"\Vc  also,  with  the  consent  aforesaid,  and  by  the  tonor  of  this 
our  pre^tiiit  charter,  give,  grant,  and  disi>une  to  the  snid  Provost, 
Bailiffs,  Coonoil,  and  oommunity,  and  VMOt  toeoeason»  the  afore- 
said tighti  titl%  and  privilege  of  nominating  mid  presenting  min- 
isters to  serve  the  cures  within  t)io  several  churches  of  our  said 
city,  to  remain  inseparably  annexed,  united,  and  inoorporated  to 
our  said  city  in  all  tiiues  coming. 

And  in  like  manner.  We,  with  the  adviee  and  consent  aforesaid, 
and  by  the  tenor  of  this  our  present  charter,  give,  grant  and  dis- 
pone to  the  said  Provost,  Bailifls,  Council,  Burgesses,  and  commu- 
nity of  our  said  city,  and  their  successors  for  ever,  tin;  offices  of 
hereditary  sheriH'  aitd  coroner  within  our  said  city  ol  Ldiuburgh, 
and  within  the  bounds,  moors,  marshes,  lakes,  banka*  streets,  and 
passages  belonging  to  the  same;  and  within  the  said  ports  and 
harbours  of  Leith  and  Newhavon,  piers,  shores,  raids,  and  bul- 
warks of  the  same;  with  all  the  other  lands,  ways,  and  passages 
ap(>ertaiuing  thereunto,  auuexed  to  our  t»aid  city,  within  tlie 
bounds  aforesaid,  and  erected  into  an  city  or  burgh  royal,  as  above 
specified.  And  also,  witliin  the  bounds  of  the  said  vilkge  of  Leith, 
on  the  southern  side  of  the  river,  secluding  them  and  their  sue- 
ccMHora  from  all  right  and  title  of  sheriflT  and  cort)ner  within  any 
part  of  our  said  principal  sheriti'wick  of  Edinburgh,  called  West 
Lothian,  except  witliin  the  bounds  annexed  to  our  aforesaid  €ky  of 
Edinburgh,  and  erected  into  a  free  burgh,  or  city  royal  as  aforessid; 
and  the  village  of  Leith  on  the  southern  side  of  the  said  river. 

And  We  make  and  con^^titute  the  said  Provost  and  Bailiffs  of 
our  said  city  of  Edinburgh,  und  tiicir  successors,  justices  and  com- 
missioners of  our  peace,  within  our  said  dty  of  Edinburgh,  ports 
of  Leith  and  Newhaven,  and  all  the  lands,  mills,  ports,  harbours, 
ways,  and  passages,  and  other  tilings  above  mentioned,  annexed 
to  our  said  city,  and  within  the  said  village  of  Leith  and  the 
southern  side  of  the  river  tliereof.  We  likewise  make,  create,  and 
eonstitato  the  Provost  of  our  said  dty,  elected,  and  to  be  yearly 
chosen  for  ever,  principal  sheriflf  and  coroner  ;  and  the  Bailifls  of 
onr  said  city,  elected,  and  to  be  chosen  yearly  as  af  n  i ml.  >herifrs 
and  coroners  deputies  conjunctly  and  severally,  under  ihe  said 
Provost,  within  the  bounds  or  jurisdiction  aforesaid.  We  also 
make  and  oonstituto  the  said  Provost,  and  Bailifls,  both  present 
and  to  come,  conjunctly  and  severally,  just  ices  and  commissioners 
of  our  peace,  within  our  said  city  and  bounds  aforesaid ;  with  this 
provision  always,  that  by  virtue  of  the  said  offices,  they  J'hall  not 
pretend  a  right  to  tlte  escheats  of  persons  condemned  to  die  for 
criminal  causes;  which  esdieats,  We^  by  the  tenw  of  this  our  pre- 
sent cbartor,  reserve  to  us  and  our  successors. 
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And  We,  for  us  and  our  r^iifcfjssors,  will  and  declare,  that  a 
aasine,  once  to  Ik?  taken,  by  virtue  of  tliis  our  present  charter,  by 
the  said  Provost  and  Bailiffs  of  our  said  city,  or  any  of  them,  at 
the  market  crow  thereof  shall  itand  and  be  a  aasine  to  them  and 
their  successors  for  the  said  city,  and  for  all  the  lands,  portly  cus- 
toms, harbours,  offic  es  of  sheriff  and  coroner,  justices  of  the  peace, 
and  others  thereunto  auuesLed,  as  aibresaid,  notwithstanding  of 
their  discontiguity ;  w  lierefore  We,  for  us  and  our  succ^sors,  bj 
the  tenor  of  ^is  our  present  charter,  dispense  for  ever. 

We  Ukewi^e,  with  tht;  consent  aforesaid,  of  noir  give,  grant  and 
dispone  to  the  aforesaid  Provast.  Hailiffs  and  community  of  our 
said  city  of  Edinburgh,  the  superiority  of  the  village  of  Leith,  with 
the  ;>aid.  village  of  Leith,  houses,  and  tenements  thereof,  the  lAuki, 
of  Leith,  orchards,  gardens,  tenants*  tenancies  and  services  of  free 
tenants,  with  their  appurtenances:  And  We  erect  the  said  village 
of  Leith,  to  and  in  favour  of  the  said  Provost,  Bailitti,  Council 
and  community  of  our  said  city  of  Edinburgh,  and  their  successors, 
into  an  burgh  of  barony,  with  power  and  privilege  to  them  and 
thdr  suooessors,  to  elect  Bailiflb  and  other  olBoers  within  the  said 
village,  and  to  make  laws  and  statutes  for  the  better  government 
thereof;  together  with  liberty,  power,  privilege,  and  jurisdiction 
of  malt-houses,  and  brew-houses,  with  ;U1  otiier  rights  and  pri- 
vileges belonging  to  a  burgh  of  barony  in  all  times  coming.  To 
have  and  to  bold  all  our  iforeeaid  city  of  Edinburgh,  ports,  and 
harbours  of  Leith  and  Newhaven,  and  others  aforesaid ;  with  the 
said  ten  acn^s  of  High-rigs,  and  all  the  liberties,  privileges,  jurb- 
dictions,  othce^  and  others  aforesaid,  annexed  to  our  said  city,  by 
the  Provost,  Baihli's,  Council,  and  oommunity  of  our  said  city  and 
thdr  suooessors*  af  us  and  our  suooessors  in  free  heritage  and  free 
burgage  for  ever. 

And  also,  to  have  and  to  hold  all  the  aforosairl  right  and  title 
of  the  superiority  of  tho  ^:\u\  village  of  Leith  and  I  nrtdi  of  barony 
thereof,  with  all  the  privileges,  liberties,  and  iiumuuities  apper- 
taining thereunto,  of  us  and  our  suooessors,  in  free  heritage  and 
free  barony  for  ever,  by  all  the  rights,  meothi,  and  marches  thereof, 
of  old  divided,  and  'ds  thoy  lie  in  length  and  breadth,  in  houses, 
buildings,  heights,  and  plains,  moor?,  n)arshes,  ways,  paths,  waters, 
stauks,  rivulets,  meadows,  pastures,  and  pasturage,  mills,  multures, 
and  their  sequels;  hawldngs*  buntings,  fishings,  peats,  turves, 
coals,  cosleries,  coneys,  ooney-warrens,  doves,  dove-houses,  smid- 
dies,  malt-houses,  brew-houses,  whins,  wf)ods,  forests,  grove?, 
shrubs,  antl  twigs;  'niarrit"*.  <^t<tni'^,  nrul  Unie;  courts  and  their 
issues,  herezelds,  bluodwits  and  womuiis  luarchets,  with  turk,  toss, 
sac,  Boke^  thole,  tbeam,  verr,  wreok,  waith,  wair,  venison,  mfimg- 
thief,  outfioigthief,  pit  and  gallows ;  with  common  pasturage,  free 
egress  and  regro«j-s  ^^'ith  nil  "ther  liVterties,  conmio<lities,  profits, 
conveniences,  aii'l  ju^t  appurtenances  whatever,  as  well  not  named 
as  named,  as  well  under  as  above  the  ground,  afar  oil',  or  near  to 
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our  aforoimid  city  of  Edinburgh,  with  other  things  thereunto 
united,  and  those  particularly  above  mentioned,  with  their  appur- 
tenances belonging  to,  or  in  any  niannor  of  way  may  be  known  to 
belong  in  time  comiDg,  freely,  quietly,  fully,  wholly,  honourably, 
vfvW,  itid  in  peace,  without  revocation,  oontradiction,  ioipediment, 
or  obstacle  whatsoever. 

The  said  Provost,  Bailiffs,  Council,  and  community  of  our  said 
city  of  Edinburgh,  and  their  successors,  paying  yearly  to  us  and 
our  suooessors,  for  our  said  dty  of  Edinburgh,  ports  and  harbours 
of  Leith  and  Newhaven,  with  all  the  privileges,  liberties,  jurisdic- 
tions, offices,  and  others  annexed  to  our  said  city  as  above  spe- 
cified, the  sum  of  fifty-two  marks  >tt»rliiig  monty,  tlie  old  burgage 
rate  specified  in  the  enfeofl'uient  granted  to  our  said  town,  by 
King  Robert  Bruce,  at  the  terms  of  Whitsunday  and  Martinmas, 
in  equal  porttons:  And  also,  for  the  administration  of  justice  in 
the  snid  ofTipf*  of  sheriff,  coroner,  and  justices  of  the  peace,  the 
accusTome<l  burgh  sorvieo,  of  the  said  ten  acres  of  land  of  the 
High-rigs,  and  the  aforesaid  nomination  and  presentation  of  min- 
isters to  aerve  the  cures,  within  the  several  churches,  built»  or  to 
be  built  within  our  said  city,  (and  in  places)  united  and  annexed 
thereunto  as  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  two  pennies,  in  the  name  of 
blanchfarm,  if  it  be  demanded.  And  likewise  to  pay  to  w*  and 
our  successors,  for  tlie  ssaid  superiority  of  Leitli,  and  burgh  of 
barony  thereunto  belonging,  yearly  upon  the  ground  of  the  said 
village  of  Leidi,  in  the  name  of  blanchfarm,  the  mhh  of  one 
penny,  of  the  money  aforoisaid,  if  it  be  asked;  providing  always, 
as  by  the  tenor  of  this  our  present  charter,  it  is  expressly  declared 
and  provided,  that  all  the  reservations  and  exceptions  from  the 
ratification  aforesud,  contained  in  this  our  present  duuter,  shall 
be  held  as  repeated,  reserved  and  excepted  from  the  new  gift  and 
enfeoffment  just  above  ^vntton. 

It  is  likewise  hereby  declared,  that  our  present  new  gift  and 
enfeoflment  following  thereon,  nor  any  of  tlie  heads  or  articles 
contained  in  this  our  present  charter,  shall  no  ways  comprehend 
or  be  extended  to  any  right  of  regality,  nor  shall  be  fiu'ther  ex- 
tended than  tho  lirrt  ditary  offices  of  sheriff,  coroner,  and  juris- 
diction thereol,  and  liolding  guild  courts;  but  only  to  the  bounds 
of  our  said  city,  eommoQ  mills,  common  moor,  common  marsh  ur 
my  re,  lakes,  woods,  and  ditches  of  the  same;  and  withm  the  vil- 
lages of  Leith  and  Ncwhaven,  ports,  harbours,  forts,  shores,  piers, 
raids,  and  Links,  l)oth  eastern  and  westorn;  Innds  e.illod  the  Vmn- 
nion  riosets.  Burse,  holf,  halls,  and  other  hinds  properly  Ijelonging 
to  our  said  city,  ways,  paths,  streets,  lanes  or  passages  leading  to 
and  from  the  said  city,  and  to  and  from  the  villages  of  Leith  and 
Kewhaven;  and  the  streelSk  ways*  and  passages  leading  through 
or  by  tlu'ir  (v>mnion  moor  and  myro,  which  arc  built  and  npnired 
by  them  as  tar  a-s  tiie  said  moor  and  marsh  in-n-  exteTnl  ;  :ni(l  t!  "  ir 
ways  and  streets  leading  to  and  from  Uieir  common  mills  on  the 
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river  Lcith,  as  far  as  the  said  mUlsy  xnill-lauda,  and  brooks  bc'loDg- 
ing  to  them  do  extend. 

And  tliat  this  our  preseDt  charter  aliaU  be  no  ways  prejudicial 
to  us  or  our  successors,  in  our  right  or  rogwl  prerogative,  to  erect 

burglis  royal,  and  Jnirghs  of  barony,  in  any  otlior  part  of  Wo«f 
Lothian,  without  the  bounds  of  tlie  said  sht  r  iiluick  and  coronary 
to  which  the  same  are  restricted  in  maoner  as  aforesaid ;  wiUi  this 
declaration  always,  that  the  restriction  of  the  said  offices  of  sheiW, 
and  coroner,  and  others  aforesaid,  to  the  bounils  above  specified, 
shall  infer  no  prcjudu  c  to  our  said  city  of  JMinburgh,  or  to  the 
inhabitants  thereof,  toueliing  the  priviloge  and  libi-rty  of  the  sole 
trade  of  luerchandise  within  the  bounds  of  West  Lotliiun,  belong- 
ing to  them  as  Bargesaes  of  a  free  and  royal  city. 

And  it  is  in  like  manner  by  this  OUT  ]raent  charter  declared, 
that  by  virtue  of  our  said  charter,  our  aforfsnid  town  and  city, 
and  tlieir  successors,  shall  no  ways  have,  or  prelcud  to  have  a 
right  to  tlie  escheats  of  criminals  condemned  to  die  before  them, 
nor  to  the  escheats  of  any  of  the  inhabitants  within  the  bounds  of 
their  said  sberiflWiok  and  coronary,  restrioted  as  aforesaid,  already 
denounced,  or  who  shall  hereafter  happen  to  be  denounced,  or 
put  to  the  horn,  either  for  civil  or  criminal  causes,  whicii  are  re- 
nouncc4  in  our  favours,  as  aforesaid,  which  we  reserve  to  ns  nnd 
our  sneoeasors  fin*  ever;  notwithstanding  of  thb  our  present  char- 
ter, or  other  former  rights  or  enfeoffments  granted  to  our  said 
town  of  Edinburgh,  and  their  predcc*-<sors;  without  prejudice 
always  to  our  well-beloved  cousin,  Jauica  Duku  of  Liennox,  Lord 
High  Admiral  a^d  Chamberlain  of  our  kingdom  of  Scotland,  his 
heirs  and  successors,  in  light  of  the  said  offices,  of  any  right,  title 
or  claim,  which  he  may  have  to  any  of  the  liberties,  privileges, 
jurisdictions,  commodities,  or  other  things  whatsoever,  contained 
in  this  our  present  charter,  granted  to  oiur  said  city  of  Edinburgh, 
or  their  predeoeisors,  or  rntiiled  by  us  In  their  fkvoor,  according 
to  law;  and  that  the  said  admiral  and  cliamlK>rlain,  and  his  heirs 
and  successors  aforesaid,  and  our  said  city  of  Edinburgh,  and  their 
successors,  sliall  bo  ^nA  remain  in  the  same  state  and  condition  as 
to  ail  the  rights  and  privileges  touching  the  said  offices,  as  they 
were  in  before  the  day  of  the  date  of  th&  our  present  duurto',  as 
if  it  had  never  been  granted. 

In  testimony  whereof,  Wo  have  to  this  our  present  cliart'^r  of 
confirmntinn,  eauso<l  our  gre&t  seal  to  be  put,  in  presence  m  tiie 
loiluwing  w  itness^  vi^.  the  most  Bevorend  Father  in  Chrii>t,  our 
weD-beloved  ooonsellor,  John,  by  the  mer^  of  God,  Arehlnshop 
of  St.  Andrew's,  primate  and  metropolitan,  and  chancellor  of  oor 
sj^id  kingdom  of  Scotland;  otir  well-beloved  cousins  and  conn- 
sellers,  Jr\mo«?  ^Tarquis  of  Hamilton,  Earl  c^f  Arrnn  and  Cam- 
bridge, Lord  Aven  and  Innerdale;  Thomas  Earl  ot  Haddington, 
Lord  Binnie  and  Byres,  keeper  of  our  privy  seal;  William  Earl 
of  fltirifaig,  yisooimt  Cannnde;  Lord  Alexander  of  Tillibody,  oor 
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secretary ;  and  our  beloved  familiar  counsellors,  Sir  Jolin  Hay  of 
Banv  clerk  to  our  Council,  register  and  rolls;  John  Hamilton  of 
Orbiaton,  our  ju8tico>clcrk;  and  John  Scot  of  Scotstarvat,  director 
of  our  chancery,  knight.  Given  at  Newmarket  the  twenty-third 
day  of  the  month  of  Octolier,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  tiiou- 
sand  six  hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  of  our  leign  the  twelfth 
year." 

II. 

EDINBUBOH  CX)URANT. 

The  fbllownng  is  a  verbatim  copy  of  the  first  number  of  the 
Edinburgh  Courant,  referred  to  at  page  146,  and  published 
in  1705.  It  is  a  curiosity, — a  number  of  the  London  Times 
newspaper  at  the  present  day,  probably  contains  three  hun- 
dred times  the  amount  of  typography: 

Pubhsh'd  by  Authority. 

From  Wednesday  14  to  Monday  19  Feb.  1705. 

From  the  Paris  (razettej  dated  Feb.  14. 

Madrid.  Jamiai y  3^. 

The  letters  from  the  camj)  before  Gibraltar,  contain  tlie  follow- 
ing news.  The  19th  of  this  month  the  besieged  began  to  fire 
with  three  piece*  of  cannon  from  thdr  new  battery,  raised  on 
purpose  to  ruine  the  works  <rf  the  besiegers;  that  day  and  the 
Ibllowini^  night  2  of  our  men  were  killed,  and  18  wounded:  But 
the  besiegers  ha\e  beo^un  to  tire  against  that  battery  with  good 
success.  The  2Uth  the  works  were  carried  on  with  as  much  dili- 
gence as  the  rigour  of  the  season,  and  the  oonttnual  firing  from 
Uie  places  would  permit.  The  same  day  one  EngVsh  and  4  Dntoh 
ships  came  into  tlie  bay,  and  entring  the  old  Mole,  landed  ammu- 
nition and  provisions.  The  21st  these  o  ships  put  to  sea  again, 
after  having  mode  a  stockade  for  securing  the  vessels  that  arc  in 
the  Mole;  We  are  informed,  part  of  the  provisions  they  brought, 
is  stock-fish.  The  22d  the  works  were  continued ;  and  that  day 
tlic  tir  t  detachment  of  French  grenadiers  arrived  in  the  camp,  as 
other  troops  have  done  since,  under  tlic  command  of  the  Marquis 
de  Thoy.  The  2oth,  400  men  arrived  from  Cadiu,  with  several 
waggons  Utden  with  powder  and  boUets.  The  Marshal  de  Tesae 
is  set  out  from  hence^  to  go  to  the  cam]>,  and  'tis  hoped,  that  after 
his  anrivaJf  new  effi>rts  will  be  made.   The  troops,  notwithstand- 
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iiKT  thv  fatigues  and  Iragth  of  the  sieg^  oootmue  to  do  their  datjr 
with  great  courage. 

FVom  the  Amsterdam  GagetU,  datid  Feb.  80. 

Mantua,  Feb.  4.  The  31st  of  laat  mouth,  the  grand  prior  of 
France  march'd  on  a  sudden,  with  a  strong  detacliment  aud  4 
pieces  of  oaimoD,  irith  dewgn  to  iDta'omt  some  troops  and  suo- 
oonrs  that  were  oOiikin|f  to  the  imperiidists;  and  to  day  we  re- 
ceived advice  by  an  express,  That  heiTiir  advanced  as  far  as  Rivoli, 
he  met,  near  Bordolera;  and  attack  d  a  body  of  enemies,  of  about 
1400  horse  and  2000  foot,  whom  he  forced  to  retire  towards 
Cravon,  after  a  sharp  actum,  in  whkih  dOO  of  the  Germans  were 
killed,  and  200  taken  prisoners,  amoi^  whom  18  officers.  The 
Grand-prior  has  dispatched  2  expresses  to  oarry  this  news  to 
Parb,  and  to  the  Duke  of  Yendom  his  brother,  in  the  camp  be- 
fore Verue. 

FVom  the  Anuterdam  Gtuette,  daied  Feb.  17. 

From  the  camp  at  Cresoentino,  Januaiy  28th.  The  French  are 

no  forwarder  in  the  siege  of  Terue,  than  they  were  a  month  ago, 

[for  ill  s  J  long  time  they  have  not  gain'd  a  foot  of  ground)  both 
because  of  the  badness  of  tlie  weather,  anrl  because  of  the  vigorous 
defence  made  by  the  gari&ou.  The  night  between  the  27  and 
28»  a  amaU  detaniment  of  the  gsrison  sidlied  ont  of  Yeme,  and  at 
first  QQ-aet  drove  the  enemy  from  some  of  their  posts,  but  not  he- 
ir supported  in  time,  thoy  were  obliged  to  rotiro.  His  Koyal 
Higliiii'-s  has  sriven  orders  for  8000  men  of  the  miiitia  to  be  raisM  ; 
tliey  will  draw  together  in  eight  days.  There  in  a  line  of  cavalry 
horn  Cresmntino  to  Turin;  whi«ui  eavslxy  is  oranmaaded  by 
General  Feltz;  the  rest  are  quartered  between  Queris  and  Carig- 
nan.  5000  men  are  disposed  in  other  posts,  and  have  f^ood  trari- 
sons  behind  them.  We  have  made  redoubts  for  securing  tlie 
pa^i^agcs  ot  tiie  river 

FVom  lAe  Amsterdam  C<ninuit|  dated  Febmaiy  22d. 

Vwna,  Feb.  16.  Letters  from  the  camp  of  the  Duke  of  Yen- 
dome  of  the  4th  of  this  month  advise,  that  the  Grand-prior  of 

France  having  attack'd  near  Bivoli,  3  imperial  battalions  and  600 
horse,  defeated  them,  killing  a  great  number  nf  tti> m;  and  Mon- 
sieur dc  Maurice,  capuuu  of  carabiners  and  aid  do  uimp  to  the 
Gh«nd-prior,  is  come  hither  with  6  colours  taken  in  that  action: 
400  men  under  Lieutenant  colonel  Dillion  ar  to  be  posted  in 
lUvoli.  On  the  other  side  we  have  now??.  That  a  detachmont  of 
500  of  our  men  commandefl  by  Monsit  ur  (le  Laurrop,  tvim  ting 
with  a  strong  detachment  ot  iuiperialists,  was  deleaiud,  and  a  great 
number  being  dm,  and  Monsieur  de  Lautree  himself  dangerously 
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wounded.  The  last  letters  from  Yerue  are  of  the  6tb  of  this 
month,  they  adviaOt  that  the  dege  of  Yerue  is  carried  oa  with  «ll 
possible  diligence;  That  our  artUlery  was  playing  to  make 
breaches  in  the  third  wall;  but  the  1st  and  2d  instant  a  snow  of 
three  foot  deep  fell  tluTc;  and  that  the  Duke  of  Ycndomo  waits 
to  be  joined  with  14  pieces  of  cannon,  and  13  companies  of  gra- 
nadlers,  led  by  Monsieur  Vaubecourt  from  the  valley  of  Aoste. 

From  the  London  wriUm  Letter^  daied  Febroaiy  Idth. 

The  letters  from  Vienna  of  the  7(h  bring,  that  a  body  of  16000 

malcontents  having  by  means  of  the  iee^  past  the  Danube  OH  the 
M  and  4th  at  night,  advanced  on  a  sudden  within  two  leagues  of 
Vienna,  sacking  and  burning  23  viliagt-s  a;*  they  past,  and  killing 
a  great  many  of  tiie  xuiiabitauts,  which  put  ihcm  in  a  great  cou- 
steimtlon  in  the  aforeeaid  dty;  but  they  retired  towards  New- 
stadt,  upon  advioe,  that  Gennal  Heister  had  past  the  Danube 
with  M  or  4000  men  and  some  cannon. 

Letters  from  Turin  of  tiie  28th  past  say,  that  the  enemios  can- 
non before  Yerue  have  play'd  very  little  for  8  days  past,  dunng 
which  time,  the  besieged  repaired  the  breaches. 

And  there  is  advice  by  the  way  of  Switzerland,  that  the  place 
defends  itself  gallantly  f>n  the  31  st  and  tlsat  the  besiegers  had  still 
3  weeks  work  before  it  will  be  possible  for  them  to  gain  the  place. 

Paris  letters  of  the  IGth  relate,  that  an  aid-de-camp  from  the 
Grand-prior  was  arrived  at  court  ezpreas  with  advice*  That  that 
general  had  attacked  3  imperial  battalions  and  600  hone  near 
Rivoli,  and  had  defe:it(  d  them,  having  killed  GOO  on  the  spot,  and 
taken  400  prisoners  with  18  officers.  This  gentleman  brought 
with  him  2  standards  and  6  colours.  But  in  another  place  a  party 
of  500  Preneh  have  been  defimted. 

These  letters  add,  that  an  express  is  arrived  from  Madrid,  with 
an  account,  that  2000  Freiich  grenadiers  being  arrived  in  the 
camp  before  Gibraltar,  they  attacked  sword  in  hand,  that  part  of 
the  rock  wtiich  overlooked  the  covered  way,  and  made  themselves 
masters  of  it;  so  that  they  pretend  that  place  cannot  hold  out 
many  days. 

London,  February  13.    Our  port  letters  say.  That  the  Crown 

and  Worcester  frigots  have  lately  taken  15  French  coasters.  Ad- 
miral Diiks  IS  detained  still  by  contrary  winds  at  bpithcad. 

EDDfBUBGHy  Feb.  19. 

On  Saturday  httt.  Captain  Green,  captain  of  the  ship  Worches* 
tefy  and  the  rest  of  his  crew  who  are  prisoners  here,  and  are  to  be 

try'd  as  pirates,  before  the  judge-admiral,  ha**  eaeh  of  them  got  a 
copy  of  their  inditcment  to  answer  against  the  iuli  of  March  next; 
and  the  lords  of  her  Majesty's  privy  council  has  appointed  five  of 
their  number  to  be  assessofa  to  the  judge-admiral. 
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This  day  Bobert  Frmgle  oim  of  the  tdlen  of  the  buk,  who 

lately  went  off  with  about  425  lib.  sterling  of  the  bank's  money, 
is  to  be  try'd  for  life  before  the  lords  of  justioiary,  n  lybel 

rais'd  at  the  instance  of  the  treasurer  of  the  bank,  and  the  said 
Pringle's  cautioners,  with  concourse  of  her  Majesty's  advocat. 

"Lm,  Feb.  16.  This  day  came  in  to  our  port  toe  Biary  Galley, 
David  Fteshtt  oomninder,  ladeii  with  wine  and  brandy. 

Advertkements. 

That  the  lands  oi  Pimtatoun,  lying  within  the  regality  of  Stow, 

and  sheriffdom  of  Mid  Lothian,  are  to  be  ex|>o5c<l  to  a  voluntar 
roup  and  sale,  in  the  house  of  James  Gibson  writer,  living  in  the 
Advocat's  Clem,  opposite  to  tlie  Old-Kirk-Style,*  on  Thursday  the 
12tb  day  of  April  neirt  1705*  betwixt  the  hours  of  3  and  5  in  the 
afternoon;  whoever  has  n  mind  to  bid  for  the  same,  may  see  an 
exact  aivl  eomplotf  proi^Te^s  of  the  writs  of  the  s:\'vh  Innd-^,  in  the 
hands  of  VV  iiiiam  Wilson  one  of  the  under  olerks  to  the  session. 

That  there  are  Post-Offices  settled  at  Wigtoun  and  New  Gallo- 
way: Therefore  all  Letters  and  Pacquets  must  be  given  in  at 
Wigtoun  every  Wednesday  njorning,  and  at  New  Galloway  every 
Weiluesday  night,  and  at  Edinburgh  every  Saturday;  the  Muue 
to  oommenoe  Han^  1st  1705. 

That  the  famous  Loozengees  for  curing  the  cold,  stopping  and 
pains  in  the  breast,  the  kinkhost;  Are  to  be  sold  by  George  An> 
ders(m  at  the  ibot  of  the  Fish  Mercat,  and  at  George  Mowbray's 
shopy  oppOBtt  to  the  Main-Gnard.   Prioe  8  sh.  the  box. 

TkiB  Anther  hereof  having  upon  the  IS  instant,  got  an  set  of  Her 

Majesty's  most  honourable  Privy  CSouncil,  to  print  and  publish 
I  the  Forcicrn  f\nd  Home  News  tbrise  weekly,  viz.  Monday,  Wed- 

nesday and  Friday;  Uie  same  will  be  continued  from  this  day  for- 
ward. 

NOT  A,  Advertisements  may  be  put  in  this  f^mrant,  and  for 
that  end,  attendance  will  be  given  from  ten  a  clock  m  the  forenoon 
till  twelve,  and  from  two  in  the  afternoon  till  four,  at  the  Ex- 
change coflfee-hoose  in  Edinburgh.  ' 

EDINBUKGH,  Printed  by  James  Watson  in  Craig's  Close,  and 
sold  at  the  Exchange  coffee-house,  1705." 

*  Tlilfl  Old-Kirk  Stylo  was  a  passage  opposite  the  Advocate's  Close, 
which  led  through  the  Lockenbooths  to  Sc.  Giles'  church.  Donhar  al- 
hiciss  tft  It  inhis  ssHiieal  poem  *•  lo  the  Merahsats  of  Edinborgh,*'  whsie 
he  says; 

"  Ami  iiiiTrlt  uid-;  at  the  stinknnd  Styll 
Are  haiiipert  iu  ane  hony  came." 
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III. 

THE  DECREET-ARBITRAL  OF  LORD  ILAY. 

The  following  is  the  Decreet-orbitral  pronounced  hy  Archi- 
bald Earl  of  Ilay,  afterwards  Duke  of  Argj'le,  refefred  to  at 
parre  1<)1.  Alon^  with  King  James  YI.'s  Decreet-arbitral 
of  1583,  which  we  have  given  among  tin,'  Ilistoriral  Docu- 
ments appended  to  the  first  jiart,  it  formed  tlie  municipal 
set  of  the  city  from  1730  to  1833,  regulating  the  civic  elec- 
tions during  that  century: 

Whereas  by  two  several  submissions,  dated  and  signed  at  Ed- 
inburgh, the  l.Hth  and  14th  days  ot'  March  1729  years,  by  the 
Magistrates  and  Merchant-Council,  and  Deacons  of  Crafta»  and 
TrSim  CouDMllon  of  the  said  Burgh,  on  the  one  and  other  parti» 
and  in  the  behalf*  and  pursuant  to  the  powers  therein  mentioned, 
several  questions  and  differences  between  the  said  incorporations, 
and  the  said  Magistrates  and  Merchant-Council,  touchinp^  the 
matters  tlierein  set  forth,  were  submitted  to  me  as  sole  Arbiter, 
chosen  and  elected  by  both  parties,  and  particularly,  certain  pro- 
cesses at  their  instance  against  others,  depending  belbre  the  Lords 
of  Council  and  Session ;  and  I  having  maturely  considered  the 
said  mutual  proces!»es,  with  the  minutes  niid  claims,  and  answers, 
with  the  vouchers  given  in  by  them  hinc  inde,  and  heard  parties 
proourators  in  my  own  presence  «Ami  eoc^  and  liaving  weighed 
the  arguments  on  each  side,  and  perused  the  precedents  laid  before 
me  jointly  by  both  parties;  1  give  forth  my  final  Sentence  and 
Decreet-arbitrnl,  in  manner  and  to  the  etlect  following:  THAT 
18  TO  SAY,  FINDS,  DECEBNS  and  DECLARES,  That  no 
person  who  has  deserted  and  given  over  the  practice  and  eararnse 
of  his  trade  and  occupation  within  the  city  of  Edinhargh,  and  li- 
berties thereof,  unless  he  reside  within  the  said  town  or  ]ibertie.«s 
and  at  the  same  time  subject  himself  to  the  common  burdens  of 
the  Town  and  Incorporation  whereof  he  is  free,  or  who  is  reived 
as  a  member  or  servant  in  amr  of  the  Town's  hospitals,  or  who  is 
a  pen«oncr  of  tlie  Town  or  Trader  or  has  or  enjoys  any  benefit  or 
lucrative  office  from  the  Town  or  Trade,  or  who,  at  any  tiuir 
within  six  months  prece<ling,  haa  been  received,  or  was  member, 
servant,  or  pensioner  as  afuresaid,  or  held  or  cqjoyed  such  benefice 
or  lucrative  oflSoe,  hath,  or  ought  to  have  any  vote  in  the  election 
iA  a  Deacon,  or  other  officer  of  the  Incorporation,  or  in  making 
up  leets,  in  order  to  the  election  of  a  Deacon  or  other  officer,  or 
to  act  or  vote  in  any  nnH*ting  whatsoever  of  any  IncorjH  rnti  in 
within  the  said  City.  And  further,  FINDS,  DECEli^S  and 
OBDAIN^S,  That  the  nssge  and  oustom  of  presenting  leets  of  six 
penoDs  made  by  the  sevend  Inoorporatioiif»  and  attcirted  by  their 
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respective  Clerks,  to  the  Magistrates  and  Coimcil,  in  order  to  tlieir 
tuaidng  short  leets  of  three  for  election  of  i>eacons,  be  inviolably 
fat  ewt  observed,  and  that  the  short  leeta  be  returned  by  them 
out  of  the  sai  l  leuts  of  six,  regularly  and  legally  iiKidr  and  at- 
tested: V.nt  FINDS,  DECERNS,  an  d  DKCLAIIES,  Tlmt  the 
Council,  tu  wliom  the  new  Deae  uis  are  to  bt;  presented,  and  by 
whom  they  ore  by  the  Sett  to  be  authorized  in  their  offices,  are, 
by  the  nature  of  the  thing,  and  the  preeedents,  and  eoosiateDtiy 
with  the  Setty  Judges  in  the  first  instance,  of  questions  that  may 
be  stirred  concerning  the  r\t:ht  of  persons  f^lniniing  to  he  admitted 
into  the  office  of  Deacon;  subjK  t  nevertheless  to  coni[>luint,  and 
the  review  of  the  proper  Court,  as  accords  of  the  law:  And 
FIN1>8^  BE0ERN8,  and  DECLABBS,  That  the  Fiovost  has 
right  to  the  first  vote  in  every  matter  and  thing,  and  to  a  casting  yotB, 
in  case  of  an  e<|aality,  and  to  no  other  or  further  vote  in  any  cn^G 
whatsoever:  And  al^'O  J^INDS,  DECEKNS,  and  DECLARES, 
Tiuii  according  to  Uie  Sett  of  the  Town,  there  must  be  tliree  \)er- 
sons  in  every  leet  for  tiie  several  oflloes  of  Provo8t»  Dean  of  Gild, 
and  Treasurer,  and  twelve  persons  in  the  leet  for  BaiUies:  But  it 
is  not  determined  by  the  Sett,  whether  the  said  leets  should  con- 
tain one  and  twenty  different  i)ersons;  and  the  usage  appears  to 
be  in  the  contrai^,  which  therei'ore  ought  to  prevail.  And  fur- 
ther FINDS,  DJSOBBNB^  and  DBOLARE0,  That  the  Deaeons 
extraordinary,  or  not  of  the  Council,  have  a  vote  in  chusing 
proxies  for  the  absent  members  of  tho  Ordinary  Council  at  the 
annual  election,  in  all  steps  where  they  have  a  right  to  be  present : 
And  also  FINDS,  DECERNS,  and  DECLARES,  That  the  right 
of  calling  the  Coundlt  Ordinary  and  Extraordinary,  belongs  to 
Uie  Provoet  or  Preses  of  the  meeting;  and,  upon  an  execution 
returned,  of  the  member:^  bein£r  summoned  by  the  sai<l  Provost  or 
Preses  his  order,  thirteen  of  tiie  Ordinary,  and  seventeen  of  the 
Extraordinary  Council,  tuay  proceed  and  act  in  the  same  manner, 
as  if  all  the  memben  were  {NKsent;  But  if  the  Provost  or  Presea 
shall  happen  to  neglect,  or  shall  refose  to  call  a  Council  on  Wed- 
nesday, the  ordinary  C  >tincil-day,  a  minority  of  the  said  Conncil 
may,  forty-eight  hours  pieeeding  the  ordinary  and  state<i  tune  of 
meeting,  require  tlie  al'oresaid  Provost  or  Preses,  under  form  of 
instnimenty  to  eall  a  CounoQ,  and,  upon  hb  reAisal  or  negleet  to 
comply  with  the  demand  so  made,  the  migority  of  the  said  Council 
may  meet  nn  the  said  usual  and  stated  time,  and  proceed  to  do 
business.:  And  FINDS,  DECERNS,  and  DECLARES,  That  the 
Council,  Ordinary  and  Extraordinary,  have  the  sole  power  and 
right  of  governing  the  Tiinity  Hospital,  and  cannot  delegate  the 
same  to  any  other  person  or  persons  whatsoever:  And  DECERNS 
and  ORDAINS  the  accompts  of  the  Town  to  l>e  fitted  and  audited 
within  a  year  to  wiiich  tlie  said  accompts  relate,  or  within  tliree 
months  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  vear ;  and  that  no  article  of 
dcfNinement  of  the  Town's  mon«j  onght  to  be  allowed,  onlesa  the 
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same  be  sufficiently  vouched:  And  FINDS  and  DECEilNS,  That 
the  ezpeiioe  of  all  public  traits  ought  to  lie  previotuly  authorised 
by  the  CouncO,  and  attested,  when  laid  out,  by  two  of  the  Council, 
or  more,  who  are  hereby  ordained  to  write,  or  cause  to  be  written 
on  the  bills,  the  date  and  occasion  of  the  expence,  and  the  person's 
name  to  whom  the  same  was  paid  or  is  due^  and  to  sign  the  said 
bills  and  report,  and  produce  them  in  Council  within  a  month  at 
farthest  after  the  said  cx[)ence  is  iucui  red.  And  further  FINDS* 
DECERNS,  and  DECLARES,  That  tl>e  sai<l  Kxtrnordinnry 
Deacons  of  Craft.s  liavo  right  to  pive  their  sjHJcial  vote  and  con- 
sultation, annually  in  electing  and  chusing  the  members  of  the 
Dean  of  Guild  Court  of  Edinbui^;  but  that  they  ha\'e  no  vote  in 
the  I'lection  of  the  officers  of  the  Train-bands,  the  Constables,  and 
IJaillies  of  the  public  markets  of  tlie  city,  and  their  assistants, 
Kirk  and  College  Treasurers,  Stent -masters,  and  Auditors  of  the 
Town's  accompts;  uor  in  electing  and  clmsiug  the  Baron  Baillies 
of  the  suburbs,  namely,  the  BaiUles  of  Leith,  (^ougate,  Ports- 
burgh,  and  Caltoun,  the  Magistrates  and  Ordinary  Council  having 
the  only  right  of  chusing  the  said  officers.  But  FINDS,  DE- 
CERNS, and  DECLARES,  That  the  said  Extraordinary  Deacons 
have  a  right,  and  ought  to  be  adjoined  witli  the  Ordinary  Coun^ 
cil,  at  leiut  ought  to  be  legally  cidled  fvr  that  end^  when  they  are 
to  proceed  to  the  election  of  Provost,  Bailliee,  D^  of  Chiild>  or 
Treasurer,  or  to  set  feus  or  any  manner  of  tacks,  attour  the  yearly 
rouping  on  Martinmas  Even;  or  to  give  bcnffices,  and  other  offices 
witliin  tlie  Burgh;  or  to  grant  extents,  contributions,  emprimenta, 
and  concerning  public  buildings,  or  to  dispose  of  the  common 
good,  above  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  Scots  t<^ther.  And 
fturther,  FINDS  the  said  Extraordinary  Deacons  have  right  to 
vote  in  chusing  Committees  for  deliberating  upon,  and  preparing 
all  or  any  of  the  said  matters,  and  are  also  capable  of  being  mem- 
bers of  the  said  Committees.  And  as  to  the  article  of  Commis- 
Monefs  for  and  from  the  Burgh,  which  includes  a  case  relating  to 
the  prmlcge  of  Parliament,  the  same  is  hereby  to  receive  no  de- 
termination, of  consent  and  at  the  desire  of  both  parties.  And 
also,  DECERNS  and  ORDAINS  the  minutes  of  Council  to  be 
read  and  signed  in  open  Council,  the  next  Council-day  imme- 
diatdy  after  they  ahaU  have  received  a  aeoond  reading.  And 
touching  the  office  of  Convener,  and  the  meetings  of  Deacons  and 
Craftsmen  among  themselves,  FINDS  the  office  of  Convener  has 
the  authority  of  too  long  usage,  and  has  been  too  much  admitted 
by  the  Magistrates  and  Council,  to  be  at  this  time  called  in  ques- 
tion, and  that  the  meeting  of  the  Deacons  haa  been  also  long 
practised;  but  that,  by  the  Sett  of  the  Town,  neither  the  Mer- 
chants amonp  thent^elves,  nor  the  Crafts  and  their  Deacons  or 
visitors,  can  have,  or  make  any  particular  or  general  conventions, 
as  Deacons  with  Deacons,  Deaicona  with  their  Crafts,  or  Crafts 
among  themaelvea,  witiMMit  the  advice  and  ooiiaent  of  the  Fh»voet 
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and  CkHtnd],  excepting  the  eases  in  the  said  Sett  particularly 

excepted;  and  that  the  meeting  smd  to  be  frequently  held  the 
first  Tuesday  after  Michaelmas,  in  the  manner,  and  with  the  cir-  • 
oumatanoes  the  same  is  particularly  set  forth  in  the  Declarator  of 
the  Merdiaata»  etn  in  noways  be  oootained  fn  tbe  nid  eameptions. 
And  FINDS,  DECERNS,  and  DECSLABES,  That  by-laws,  made 
by  the  Incorporations  for  themselves,  are  of  no  force,  unless  they 
are  ratified  by  the  Magistrates  and  Council.  But  FINDS,  That 
the  said  Magistrates  and  Council  have  no  power  to  make  by-laws, 
wbereby  the  idd  fiicorporatioiit  and  their  snoeeasors  ean  be  bound 
to  admit  all  such  persons  as  shall  request  the  same,  and  shall  ap- 
pear to  the  Magistrates  and  Council  to  be  well  j*kille<l  and  qualified 
to  o^'cupy  and  practise  in  their  Crafts,  uj)on  payment  f)f  such 
valuable  consideration  as  should  be  rated  and  determmeU  by  the 
Mid  Ma^strites  and  Council.  And  BiMfwise  FINDS,  that  they 
have  no  power  to  controol  the  management  of  the  several  stodks 
belonging  to  the  said  Incorporations,  or  to  make  by-laws  concern- 
ing the  same.  And  this  I  give  forth  as  my  final  sentence  and 
Decreet-arbitral  betwixt  the  said  parties;  and  D£C£IiNS  and 
OBDAINS  them  to  abide  by,  and  fidfil  the  lame,  each  to  other, 
in  aU  time  ooming.  In  witness  whereof,  I  have  subscribed  these 
presents,  written  on  this  and  the  preceding  page,  by  Henry  Pu- 
jolas  my  servant,  at  London,  the  twelfth  day  of  March  172^-80, 
before  these  witnesses,  Kichard  Lancashire,  and  the  above  said 
Henry  Pigolas,  my  servants. 

ILAT. 

Richard  Lancashire,  witneta. 
Hjen.  Pujolas,  witness. 


* 
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PAfiT  lU. 

The  demise  of  the  aeoond  sovereign  of  the  House  of  Han- 
over, the  second  Geobgb,  affords  an  adequate  opportunity 
to  take  a  short  retrospect  of  the  history  of  the  capital  of 
Scotland, 

For  the  long  period  of  eleven  oenttiries,  thai  i%  from  the 
seventh  till  the  middle  <^  the  eighteenth  centniy,  Edin- 
BUBOH  continued  a  compact  "and  ancient  city,  occupying 
little  more  ground  than  the  elevated  and  gradually  sloping 
ridge  from  the  lofty  Castle  to  the  palace  of  Holyrood,  on 
which  was  built  tlie  main  street,  Market  Street  or  High 
Street  as  it  is  called  in  modern  titnes^  with  its  subdivision  of 
iKiines,  Castle  Hill,  Luckenbooths,  Krames,  Higli  Street, 
Nether  bow,  Canongate,  and  Holyrood.  From  this  street, 
probably  one  of  tlie  most  picturesque  in  Europe,  descended 
on  the  northern  and  southern  sides  a  series  of  wynds  and 
closes,  some  of  them  entirely  open  and  others  mere  cuU  de 
sac.  To  the  north,  lay  open  and  verdant  fields,  bounded  by 
the  Firth  of  Forth;  to  the  south  the  spacious  gaxdefis  of  the 
monasteiy  of  Black  friars  and  Grey  firiars.  We  have  seen 
that  at  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  centuiy  the  city  was  first 
fortified.  Some  thirty  years  after  that,  sprung  up  the  rin- 
gular  addition  of  the  Cowgate  as  a  fiishbnable  suburb,  be- 
yond the  ancient  wall,  which  after  the  battle  of  Flodden  was 
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also  included  wltliin  tlie  city,  along  with  the  suburb  of  the 
Grassmarkct,  by  means  of  an  extended  wall  to  protect  the 
inhabitants  £rom  the  danger  of  any  subsequent  invasion. 

From  the  earliest  periods  of  Scottish  history  this  ancient 
city  was  the  scene  of  domestic  feuds  and  commotions  among 
its  own  people — contests  between  the  sovereigns  and  the 
barons,  in  which  the  citizens  occasionally  embraced  a  side- 
forays  and  invasions  from  theur  n^hboiirs  the  English — 
then  civil  and  domestic  wars  arising  from  religious  conten- 
tions, which  unfortunately  did  not  cease  even  with  the 
union  of  the  two  erouma  of  England  and  Scotland.  The 
revolution  of  1G88,  followed  by  the  luiion  of  the  two  kiug- 
dtnns  and  the  succession  of  the  House  of  Ilanovor,  brought 
al)out  a  more  quiet  period  of  its  history;  till  the  final  con- 
test between  the  female  protectant  line  ot  tiie  fiouse  of 
Stuait  and  the  male  or  Jacobite  branch  was  settled  in 
1746,  when  the  affairs  of  Scotland  were  merged  in  those 
of  Britain. 

From  that  epoch  tlie  history  of  Edinburgh  bears  a  new 
aspect,  and  the  reign  of  Gkorge  III.  may  be  said  to  be- 
gin its  Augustan  age,  alike  in  regiird  to  its  buildingis  and  in 
its  Hteeary  character,  in  both  of  which  respects  it  has  not 
inappropriately  been  dignified  with  the  name  of  the  Mo- 
dem Athens. 

As  already  narrated^  George  H.  died  suddenly,  25th  Oc- 
tober, 17f)0,  and  three  days  ;it't<  r,  a  geiitieniau  came  to  Ed- 
inburgh, l)ringing  intelligence  oi  the  death  of  the  sovereign; 
the  same  evening  a  king's  messenger  arrived  with  the  order 
of  tlie  privy  council,  and  copies  of  the  order  for  ]>rochiiming 
the  new  sovereign.  These  were  addressed  to  the  Lord 
Advocate,  who  immediately  sent  notice  of  the  event  to  the 
Lord  Provost,  Lind.  Lord  George  Beauclerk,  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  forces  in  Scotland,  ordered  a  detach- 
ment of  the  light  dragoons  into  the  city,  and  they  patrolled 
the  streets  thrcnigh  the  night,  two  aad  two  abreast  with 
drawn  swords^  though  all  was  quiet  and  peaceable.  Next 
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monung  ihe  CMle  flag  was  hoiatad  half-ipast  high|  and  at 
oiM  o'clock  P.  X.  minute  gons  were  flied  firom  the  fiirtreas, 
one  for  every  year  of  the  age  of  the  deoeaaed  king. 

The  Lord  Frovoat  having  convened  ihe  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  of  the  city  and  neighbourhood,  to  aasiat  at  the 
proclamation  along  with  the  principal  citizens,  proceeded  at 
three  o'clock  uith  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  the  Hi<^h  Sheriff 
of  the  couuty,  preceded  by  the  heralils  and  pursuivants, 
and  accompanied  by  the  Ma^strates  and  Council,  from  the 
Parliament  House  to  the  Royal  Excliant'e,  where  they 
proclaimed  George  III.,  king;  in  the  fuiiowing  terms: 

VVheroaa  it  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  call  to  his  mercy 
oar  late  aovereign  lord  King  George  the  Second  of  blessed 
memory,  by  whose  decease  the  imperial  crowns  of  Great 
Britain,  France  and  Iielaad,  are  aolely  and  rightfiiUj  ocHne 
to  the  high  and  mi^tjr  prince  6eoi]ga^  Prince  of  Wales; 
we^  therefore^  the  Lord  Provost,  Magjatrates^  and  Town 
CSonndl  of  Edinbnrgb,  being  here  aaaisted  widi  nnmbera  of 
noblemen  and  other  principal  gentlemen  of  quality,  do  now 
hereby,  with  one  voice  and  consent  of  tongae  and  heart, 
publish  and  proclaim  that  the  high  and  mighty  prince 
George,  Pnnce  of  Wales,  is  now,  by  the  death  of  our  late 
sovereign  of  happy  memory,  become  our  only  lawful  and 
rightful  liege  lord,  George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  ol'  God, 
King  of  Great  Britain,  France,*  and  Ireland,  Defender  of 
the  Faith,  and  so  forth:  to  whom  we  do  acknowledge  all 
faith  and  constant  obedience,  with  all  hearty  and  humble 
affection;  beseeching'  God,  by  whom  kings  and  queens  do 
reign,  to  bless  the  royal  Prince  GxOBOB  the  Third  with 
long  and  happy  years  to  reign  over  ns.  Given  at  £dtn* 
bnighthia  29th  day  of  October,  1760.  God  save  the  King.** 

While  the  ancient  Cross  of  Edinhwgh  stood  in  the  High 

•  TUs  tmamfidoa  of  title  of  King  of  Ficaiiee  by  tlie  BOTftgaf  of 
Engbiid  had  been  retained  from  the  ancient  times  of  Poic tiers  and  Agin* 
ronrt,  and  wax  only  ^vcn  up  At  the  end  of  the  eightoenth  centuiy,  on  tho 
onion  of  Great  iihtaiu  witJi  Ireland. 
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Streety  the  prodamation  of  a  new  sovereign  had  been  always 
made  from  it,  and  rach  was  the  course  followed  in  1727  on 
the  death  of  George  I.,  but  as  this  ancient  structure  was 
demolished  in  1756,  as  previously  recorded,  the  Boyal 
Exchange  was  now  adopted  as  the  locality;  thence  the  pro* 
cession  proceeded  to  the  Castle-gate,  then  to  the  palace  of 
1  lolyrood,  ])roclaiming  the  accession  of  tiie  new  sovereign, 
the  first  native  British  prince  since  the  death  of  Queen 
Anne. 

The  general  mourning  for  the  late  king  commenced  in 
Edinburgh  on  Uth  November,  wlien  the  royal  seat  in  the 
High  churcli,  or,  as  it  was  then  called,  the  New  church,  was 
covered  with  black.  The  funeral  of  George  II.  took  place 
on  the  11th  November,  when  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening 
minute  guns  were  again  fired  from  the  Castle,  and  the  fol- 
lowing day,  on  the  meeting  of  the  Court  of  Session  in  the 
Parliament  House,  the  judges,  lawyers,  writers  to  the  signet, 
and  other  agents,  took  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  the  new 
king,  and  the  Lord  President  presented  to  the  conrt  the  in- 
strument recording  his  Majesty's  oath  relative  to  tlie  security 
of  the  Church  of  Scotland  taken  at  the  accession  of  ;i  new 
sovereign,  wliich  was  recorded  in  the  sederunt  book  and 
lodged  in  the  General  Register. 

Archibald  Campbell,  third  Duke  of  Argyle,  was 
bom  in  1680.  He  became  Lord  Treasurer  of  Scot- 
land in  1705,  and  the  following  year  was  created  a  Scottish 
peer  as  Earl  of  Say.  This  nobleman  was  a  special  favourite 
with  the  citizens  of  Edinburgh,  and  as  already  tiaivated, 
they  chose  him  as  umpire  in  the  disputes  between  the 
merchants  and  trades  in  1729,  and  his  Decreet-arbitral  of 
I  he  fuUowing  year  gave  general  satisfaction.  He  was  for 
many  years  Lord  Register  of  Scotland,  and  aftem^ards 
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Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  and  Lord  Justice  General.  On 
the  death  of  his  elder  brother  John,  in  1743,  he  became 
Duke  of  Argyle*  He  died  15tli  April,  1761.  His  funeral 
took  place  from  the  pelaoe  of  Holjroody  «cooiii|MUiied  hj  the 
nobili^,  Illag^t^lte8,  and  principal  citkens. 

^^^^      On  the  meeting  of  the  Geneval  Assemhlj  at  Ed- 
inburgh, 2l8t  May,  1761}  the  King^s  Comroisrioner, 
Lord  Cathcart,  could  not  be  present  on  account  of  the  death 

of  the  Duke  of  Argjlc,  the  Great  Seal  not  having  been  a}>- 
pcnded  to  his  Commission,  but  an  express  was  sent  to  Lon- 
don to  supj)ly  this  defect,  and  on  26th  May,  his  Grace  walked 
in  state  to  the  As.scmbly  with  tlie  usual  formahties  and  pre- 
sented his  Commission. 

Tlie  fourth  of  June,  which  continued  for  half-a-centniy 
to  be  hM  as  a  holiday,  being  the  natal  day  of  Geoi^  ULy 
was  fiiet  celebrated  in  Edinbucgfa,  in  1761,  with  great  re- 
joicing, and  in  the  evening  firewocks  were  dieplayedf  in 
Beaxford^a  park.  Squibs  and  crackera,  as  they  were  caUed, 
being  gunpowder  preparations  on  a  small  scale^  became 
the  noisy  and  disagreeable  expressions  of  joy,  elicited  from 
the  younger  brandies  of  the  popnUition)  on  this  happy 
annivenuury. 

Unt  IDttiu  of  Bouglaii. 

^^^^  Archibald  Dongjas,  the  last  Duke  of  DouglaS|  was 
bora  in  1694*  He  was  the  nineteenth  male  heir  in 
lineal  succession  to  this  most  ancient  family,  whose  name 
had  been  so  prominent  in  Edinburgh,  as  well  as  in  gen- 
eral Scottish  history,  so  much  so,  that  Sir  Walter  Scott 
cast  his  beautiful  lines  as  follows: 

Gan  I  not  mountain  maiden  spy, 

Bat  ihe  must  bear  the  Douglas  eyol 
Can  I  not  view  a  Highland  brand. 
Bat  it  must  match  the  Douglas  hand? 
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Can  I  not  I't-ame  a  fcver'd  dream, 
Bat  still  the  Douglas  is  the  theme?** 

In  facfcy  the  family  of  Douglas  was  the  moflt  renowned  of 
any  baronial  family  in  Europe.  They  were  created  lords  of 
Parliament  by  Malcolm  Canmore  in  the  eleventh  century. 
Earls  by  Robert  the  Bruce,  Marquesses  by  Charles  I.,  and 
Dukes  by  Queen  Anne^  but  the  path  of  human  gkry  *^  leads 
but  to  the  gram"  This  last  Duke  of  the  line  was  a  quiet 
sort  of  man;  he  died  at  Qneensbeny  House,  Canongate, 
2ist  July,  1761,  and  his  name  became  more  prominent  in 
Edinburgh  after  his  death  than  during  his  life,  from  his 
ha^nnrj  no  direct  male  heirs,  and  a  legal  contest  of  unprece- 
defiteil  nia£jnitude  and  impoitance  for  the  surcession  to  the 
great  estates  of  the  House  of  Dou<i;las,  iinuifcliately  com- 
mencing ill  the  Court  ot  Session  at  Edinburgh,  between  the 
Duk<>  of  Hamilton  and  Archibald  Douglas,  Esquire^  tlie 
nephew  of  the  late  Duke,  whom  it  was  attempted  to  prove 
only  a  supposititious  child  of  the  late  Lady  Jane  Douglas, 
wife  of  Sir  John  Stewart  of  Grandtnlly,  and  sister  of  the 
deceased  and  last  Duke  of  Douglas.  On  9th  September, 
1761,  this  gentleman  was  served  heir  of  taflzie  to  his  uncle 
the  late  Duke^  but  the  litigation  took  its  course^  and  was 
only  finally  settled  some  years  afterwards,  as  we  shaD  then 
have  occasion  to  narrate  in  our  historic  annals  of  Edinburgh. 

On  tlie  8tli  Septeinher,  1761,  King  George  III.  was 
married  to  the  Princess  Charlotte  of  Mecklenhurgh-Strelitz, 
and  OT1  the  22d  of  the  same  month,  tlie  coronation  of  both 
their  Majesties  took  place  at  Westminster. 

In  Edinburgh,  the  day  was  celebrated  with  much  re- 
joicing. At  noon  the  great  guns  of  the  Castle  were  fired, 
answered  by  volleys  from  the  war-ships  in  Leith  roads,  and 
at  four  o^dock  the  Msgistraftesy  accompanied  by  disdnguished 
noblemen  and  dtiMS,  went  in  piocession  fiDom  the  Ooimcil 
Chambv  to  the  Parliament  House,  and  drank  to  the  healths 
of  their  Mi^jestiea  and  the  royal  (amily,  and  in  the  evening 
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tlie  city  was  illuminated  and  fireworks  were  cxliiMtod  in 
Bearford's  park  and  on  the  North  Loch,  a  boat  having  been 
brought  up  from  Leith  for  the  purpose.  This  had  a  fine 
effect  CD  the  forfooe  of  the  water,  and  was  prokMtbly  almost 
the  last  appearance  of  the  loch  in  the  cit^r^  as  its  waten 
were  so  soon  after  dfained. 
^^^^  In  1761|  five  shilling  bank  notes  were  iasoed  in 
Edinbiii*(^,  by  Mansfield,  Hnnter  and  Co^  banken» 
and  lihey  became  eonrent  in  the  otty  fiw  business  transactions. 
They  were  dated  1st  June,  1761,  and  of  the  iblbwing  tenor: 
"  We  promise,  to  pay  John  Crawford,  or  bearer,  on  demand, 
five  shillings  sterling,  value  received,  Mansfield,  Hunter  and 
Co."  The  object  in  issuing  them  was  to  remedy  the  ex- 
iting scarcity  of  specin,  but  the  lu  ritors  of  t]w.  shire  of  Ed- 
inburgh objected  to  them,  and  they  were  soon  recalled  from 
circulation. 

The  year  prior  to  the  death  of  George  U.,  the 
Magistrates  had  prepared  the  dxsnght  of  a  bill  finr 
the  extension  of  the  royalty,  bu^  in  oonseqnence  of  oppo- 
dtion  tnm  the  gentlemen  of  the  connty  of  Mid-Lothiani  it 
was  abandoned.  On  this  the  Magistrates  set  abont  pre- 
parations fbt  bnJlding  a  new  bridge  acnoss  the  thvine  lying 
to  the  north  of  the  ancient  city^  and  to  obtain  a  solid  fimn- 
dation  for  the  saroe^  they  had  the  North  Ijoch  drsined  in 
1763. 

Tiie  following  notice  was  inserted  in  the  newspapers  by 
the  Town  Council,  in  July,  1763.  It  is  curious  as  indicating 
the  special  views  with  which  the  NoRTii  BiiiixiE  was  built, 
and  describing  the  existing  features  of  the  locality :  As  it 
is  greatly  desired,  for  the  public  utility,  that  a  road  of  com- 
munication be  made  betwixt  the  High  Street  of  Edinburgh 
and  the  adjacent  grounds  belonging  to  the  c^y,  and  the 
other  neighbonring  fields^  as  well  as  to  the  port  of  Iieith, 
by  hoikling  a  itona  bridge  over  the  east  end  of  the  North 
Lochy  at  least  finrty  ibeC  wide  bstwixt  lihe  parapets  of  the 
ssid  bridge^  and  upon  an  equaldediTitydf  onefiiotinsii^n 
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from  the  High  Street,  at  the  Cap  and  Feather  Close,  in  9. 
straight  line  to  the  opposite  side  leading  to  Multree  Hills:*' 
They  then  proceeded  to  advertiae  for  plans  and  estimates. 

On  the  termination  of  the  seven  years  Continental  war, 
peace  was  proclaimed  at  Ekluiboigh  29th  March,  1763. 
When  this  prochunatton  was  made  at  the  Castle  gate^  a 
rocmd  of  twentjr-one  gtins  was  fired.  In  the  afternoon,  the 
Magistrates,  accompanied  by  several  noUemen,  gentlemen, 
and  principal  dtizens,  walked  in  procession  from  the  Pariia- 
ment  House  to  the  Assembly  Hall,  and  celebrated  the 
event.  The  day  was  also  htlJ  as  a  rejoicing  festival  by 
water-works  and  ringing  of  bells. 

From  1763  to  1765,  various  tumults  ttx>k  place  in  Edin- 
burgh, on  account  of  the  high  price  of  provisions.  In  the 
latter  year  the  military  were  called  out,  and  the  Magistrates 
agreed  to  give  security  to  those  bringing  in  provisions  for 
their  safety  or  indenmification. 

BUtgrapijic  Xotire  of  e^atU^  laxAkim, 

Charles  Erakine  of  Tinwald,  Lord  Justice  Clerk, 
was  bom  1680,  passed  advocate  in  1711,  was  raised 

to  the  bench  in  I74  i,  as  Lord  Tinwald,  and  appointed  Lord 
Justice  Clerk  in  1748.  He  loni;  resided  in  two  flats  of  a 
large  land  on  the  west  side  of  Myine  Square,  and  he  after- 
wards bou«;lit  Dnunsheugh  House  as  a  cdun try  residence, 
though  the  locality  on  which  it  stood,  now  forms  part  of  the 
New  town  of  JSdinburgh.  Lord  Justice  Clerk  Tinwald 
died  in  1763. 

The  fonndation-fltone  of  the  North  Bridge  was  laid  hj 
the  Loid  Fjravoet,  Dnumnond,  21st  October,  1763^  and 
this  was  an  event  of  so  mncii  importance  in  the  histoiy  of 
Edinbui^y  being  in  realitj  the  commencement  of  the  new 
ci^y  that  the  detaik  beoome  intensting.   Fiks  bad  bean 
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previously  driven  into  the  groand  to  make  the  foundation 
firm,  and  on  that  day,  half  a  centur>'  afterwards,  rendered 
still  more  remarkable  in  the  calendar  as  Trafalgar  day,  the 
body  of  Free  Masons,  to  the  extent  of  nearly  six  hundred, 
iwombled  in  the  Parliament  House  at  two  o'clock,  and  went 
in  proo^ssion  from  there,  arranged  according  to  their  different 
kdget.  The  Grand  Lodge^  preceded  by  a  band  of  moBic^  and 
the  whole  oBoorted  by  two  companies  of  military  and  the  dty 
gnardy  went  down  the  High  Street  by  the  Netherbow  and 
Leith  Wynd|  and  the  road  leading  west  from  the  port  at  the 
foot  of  that  wynd,  to  the  spot  where  the  foundation  of  the 
North  Brioob  was  laid,  h^g  a  few  paces  to  the  north  of 
what  was  then  called  the  New  Fort  at  the  foot  of  Halker- 
8ton*8  Wynd. 

It  is  somewhat  difficult  at  the  present  day  to  i*ealise  to  the 
imagination  the  appearance  of  these  localities  at  that  period, 
the  ravine  newly  drained  of  the  city  lake,  so  lono;  known  as 
the  North  Loch,  and  the  ascent  up  on  the  northern  side  to 
the  place  where  the  Register  House  now  stands,  then  bear- 
ing the  name  of  Moutry's  or  Multree  Hill.  At  the  spot 
where  the  foundation  was  laid^  scaffolding  was  erected  for 
the  Free  Maaonsy  and  the  stone  was  placed  with  aU  the  nsual 
sohmnities  by  the  chief  Magistrate^  amid  the  acdamationB 
of  the  somnuiding  crowd  of  spectators*  The  whole  con- 
dnded  at  five  o'clock  by  singing  an  anthem,  when  the  pn^ 
cessioa  returned  to  the  Assembly  Hall. 

Below  the  foundation-stone  were  placed  three  medals 
struck  fur  the  occasion,  on  one  of  whicli  was  ;ui  elevation  of 
the  intended  North  1 5 ridge,  and  on  another  a  bust  of  George 
III.,  and  on  the  tiiird  the  following  inscription,  which  was 
also  cut  on  the  stone: 

F.  D.  O.  H. 
Pontns  ad  Lefthsm  Edinb.  portnm 
Lspidem  hune  foadaminis  piineipinm 
posnit 

Qeoi)gias  Dromoaoodus  Aimigsr 
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Urbis  Consul 
Prmtorii  sui  aiiuo  duodecitno 

Die  Octb.  XX\.  A.  D.  MDCCLXm. 

JErm  autem  architectonics  anno 

VMDCCLXni. 

Uonorabiii  Sutnme  colendo  viro 
Carolo  Comite  de  Elgin 
Apud  bcotoa  Artis  hujus  Curione  maziino 
ac  Georgii  III. 
Mag.  Britan.  Fr.  et  Uib.  Beges 
anno  m. 
Q.  D.  B.  V. 

TrmuUUuM. 

By  the  favour  of  Almighty  God, 
George  Dnitniiiond,  Esq., 
Lord  Provost  af  this  dty^ 
laid 

This  foundatiun-^toiie  of  the  bridge  leading  towards  Leitby 
The  sea-port  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh, 
In  the  twelfth  year  of  his  Provostdiip^ 
Upon  the  21st  day  of  October, 
In  the  year  of  our  Lord  17G3, 
and  of  the  lera  of  Masonry  5703, 
The  Bight  Hon.  and  Most  Worshipful 

Charles  Earl  of  Elgin 
being  Grand  Master  Maaon  of  Scotland) 
and  of  the  reign  of  George  III., 
King  of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland, 
The  third  }'oar. 
Which  may  the  Supreme  God  jnrosper. 

The  Netherbow  Port,  the  gate  of  the  city  by  which 
Prince  Charleses  forces  entered  in  1745,  and  which 
was  built  in  a  castellated  style,  surmounted  by  a  handsome 
spirei  was  pulled  down  in  1764.   Thus  finally  changing  the 
fortified  and  enclosed  ehaiacfeer  of  the  old  city. 
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The  SpecdatiTe  Sodely  wu  institated  in  1764|  hy  a  few 
•tadents.  Its  object  was  the  coItiyatioD  of  litenoy  and  legal 
ptmnitSy  and  impfovemeDt  in  oompontton  and  paUic  speak- 
ing* It  gnulnsUy  csme  to  be  one  of  the  most  distingdshed 
litanuy  societies  in  Edinbnigb, 

Wtgraylto  «ot(c«  «(  SatoiO  HUOit 

David  Mallet,  the  poet,  was  born  in  1 700.  He 
was  tutor  in  the  family  of  Mr.  Home  in  Edinburgh, 
in  1720,  but  belnt^  uncomfortably  situated  there,  In  <Tot  tlie 
appointment  of  tutor  to  two  sons  of  the  Duke  of  Montrose. 
His  ballad  of  William  and  Margaret  appeared  in  a  periodical 
called  the  Plain-Dealer,  in  1723.  His  original  name  was 
Malloch  hat  he  changed  it  to  Mallet.  He  was  appointed 
nndep-eeorstaiy  to  Frederick^  Prince  of  Wales,  the  giea^ 
grand-firtiher  of  Queen  Victoria.  He  wrote  a  life  of  Lord 
Bacon  in  1789.  He  was  an  intimate  of  Pope  the  poet  He 
died  21st  April,  1765. 


Biogriwjbic  Motite  of  39mn  Hot. 

James  Ker  of  Boughtridge  was  a  respectable 

jeweller  in  Edinburgh.  He  was  elected  Deacon  of 
the  Goldsmiths  in  1734,  and  Convener  of  the  Trades  in 
1746,  and  the  following  year  was  chosen  niciiiber  of  Parlia- 
ment for  the  city,  and  continued  to  represent  his  native  city 
in  Parliament  till  1754.  He  married  a  daughter  of  Lord 
Charles  Kerr,  the  son  the  Marquis  of  Lothian.  Mr.  Ker 
died  in  1765. 

The  contract  with  the  architect  William  Mjlne, 
for  botlding  the  North  Bridge^  was  not  completed 
till  21st  Angnst,  1765.  Hie  smn  sfpreed  on  was  XIO^OOO^ 
.the  work  to  be  completed  bj  Martinmas,  1769,  and  the 
avebitcct  engaging  to  uphold  it  for  ten  yeais. 
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While  so  much  attention  had  been  bestowed  on 
the  extension  oi'  Eduiburgli  to  the  North,  the  im- 
provement of  the  Southern  quarters  of  the  city  was  not  ne- 
glected.   George  Square  was  built  almost  coeval  with  the 
New  town,  being  begun  in  1766. 


Andrew  Fletcher,  Xiord  Milton,  a  distininuahed 
Scottisb  judge,  was  bom  1692,  passed  advocate 
1717,  was  elevated  to  the  bench  in  1724  when  a  young  man, 
and  in  1735  he  was  appointed  Lord  Justice  Clerk,  a  posi- 
tion he  occupied  till  1748,  when  he  resigned.  Lord  Milton 
had  great  political  power  in  Scotland,  {uui  held  a  sort  of 
court  levee  at  his  liouse  in  Edinburgh ;  his  knowietlge 
of  Scottish  affairs  was  verj-  great.  He  died  in  1766.  I  lis 
residence  was  Milton  House,  an  old-fashioned  isolated  man- 
sion in  the  Canongate,  which  has  sijice  been  vanouslj  oc- 
cupied as  a  Roman  Catholic  school,  and  as  the  BoyaL  Ma- 
ternity Hospital. 


There  were  few  chief  Magistrates  of  Edinburgh 
10  active  and  useful  in  their  day  and  generation  aa 
Qeoi|^  Dmmmond.  He  was  horn  1687,  was  educated  at 

Edinburgh,  and  in  1707  was  appointed  Accountant-general 
of  the  Excise.  He  fought  at  the  Battle  of  Sherilliuuir  in 
1715,  two  ye&rs  afterwards  was  nominated  a  COnmiissioner 
of  Customs,  in  1725  ho  became  Lord  Provost  of  Kdinbiirgh. 
The  Royal  Infirmary  was  instituted  and  erected  through  his 
exertions.  His  third  provostship  commenced  in  1750,  when 
the  Boyal  Exchange  and  numerous  other  improvements 
were  projected  by  him.  In  his  sixth  provostship  1763,  as 
already  narrated^  he  laid  the  foundation  of  the  Noith  Biidga. 
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He  died  ith  NoTember,  1766.  There  is  a  Vuft  of  him  by 
NdUekma  in  the  Bujal  Jnfiziiiaiy. 

In  1767,  an  act  was  obtained  for  extending  the 
royalty  over  the  fidds  to  the  north  of  Ae  ci^.  The 

Magistrates  advertised  for  plans  of  buildings  to  be  erected 
there,  in  a  regular  and  handsome  manner,  and  alter  coiii- 
petitioD,  the  designs  hy  Mr.  James  Craig,  architect,  were 
adopted,  an  1  un  engraving  of  them  published. 

Few  modern  eities  were  planned  witli  better  taste  than  the 
New  town  of  Kdinbui'gh;  Mr.  Craig  making  the  streets 
generally  run  at  right  angles,  rendered  the  design  elegant^ 
and  it  thus  formed  a  complete  contrast  and  fuil  to  the  pictur- 
esque and  irregular  masses  of  the  Old  city  of  Edinburgh. 
The  building  of  the  Kew  town  commenced  with  Prince's 
Street.  The  lots  for  building  were  purchased  or  feued* 
readily  from  the  Magistrates,  and  a  beantilhl  free  sand-etone 
being  obtained  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  city, 
contributed  greatly  to  the  rapidity  with  which  the  streets 
and  squares  were  erected.  The  whole  New  to^-n  of  Edin- 
burgh was  built  irom  one  large  quarry  in  tiie  vicinity  of  the 
city,  Craigleith. 


The  name  of  Monro,  as  well  as  that  of  Gregory, 
has  been  famous  in  the  medical  school  of  Edinburgh. 
Dr.  Alexander  Monro,  /Vtmii«,  was  in  fact  the  founder  of 
that  schooL  He  was  bom  in  London  1697,  and  was 
pointed  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  Universi^  of  Edin- 
burgh, 1719,  and  with  the  co-operation  of  Dis.  Alston,  Sin- 
clair and  Rutherford  in  other  lectureships  in  the  city,  along 
with  the  establishment  of  the  Royal  Infirmary  about  the 
year  1728,  which  latter  was  chiefly  accomplished  by  the  ex- 

•  A  Fni  is  n  S<-ottiftk  phra«e  unuiteUigible  to  EngHahniftn,  it  simply 
muMU*  a  groutui-rcat. 
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ertioiu  of  the  first  Monro  combined  with  those  of  Provost 
Dnimmond,  the  fame  of  the  Edinborgh  medical  sdiool 
was  first  nprearedy  and  that  fame  it  has  now  maintained  fat 
considerably  upwards  of  a  oentmy,  brbging  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Edinburgh  students  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 
Monro's  Treatise  on  the  Anatomy  of  the  Bones  appeared  in 
1726,  and  a  translation  was  afterwards  brought  ont  in  Paris. 
He  resigned  his  chair  in  1759,  and  died  in  July,  1767.  His 
son  was  his  successor  lu  liic  Anatomical  chair. 


IBiPiir«9l<(  ^otlcf  of  mtoj^of I  ilracf * 

Michael  Bruce,  the  Scottish  poet,  was  bom  in 
Kinross-shire,  27th  March,  1746.  He  was  sent  to 
the  University  of  Edinburgh  in  1762}  where  he  remained 
four  years  and  attended  the  literary'  and  divinity  classes. 
He  taught  a  school  first  at  Gaamey-Bridge^  and  then  at 
Forrest  Mill  near  AUoa.  While  in  delicate  health  he  wrote 
his  beatttifbl  and  touching  elegy  on  spring  commencing: 

**  Now  spring  returns;  but  not  to  me  returns 
The  vernal  joy  my  better  yeftrs  bave  known; 
Dim  in  mv  brrrmt  life's  dying  taper  bums, 
And  all  Lhu  juys  ul  iile  with  ho&ith  are  flown." 

He  died  6th  July,  1767.  As  a  poet,  his  name  ranks  with 
those  of  early  blasted  hopes,  the  Cliattertons  and  llejir)' 
Kirke  Whites. 


John  Erskine  of  Camock,  Professor  of  Scots  law 
in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  passed  Advocate 
1719,  and  was  elected  to  the  chair  in  1737.  His  Principles 
of  the  Law  of  Scotland  appeared  in  1754.  He  resigned  bis 
professorship  in  1765|  and  died  three  years  aAer.  His  post- 
humous work|  the  Institutes  of  the  Law  of  Soottand^  was 
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not  published  till  1773.  He  was  tbo  ^rther  of  the  Bev.  Dr. 
John  Enkine  of  Edmbugh. 

The  (hmoiiB  Dongas  cause  was  decided  befm 
the  House  of  Peers  m  1769.  This  was  a  protracted 
litigation  which  arose  on  the  death  of  the  kst  Dnke  of 
Douglas,  in  1761.   The  title  and  estates  were  claimed  by 

the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  and  also  by  Mr.  Archibald  DouirUui, 
the  son  of  Laiiy  Jane  Douglas  or  Stewart.  The  relation- 
ship of  Mr.  Douglas  as  nephew  to  thr  last  Duke  of  Dou- 
glas, :itul  son  of  Latly  Jane,  was  disputed,  and  this  gave 
rise  to  tiie  iinpoitant  litigation  in  question.  It  excited  con- 
siderable interest  over  all  Scotland,  but  more  especially  in 
Edinbuijgh,  where  Lady  Jane  Douglas  had  long  been  a  re- 
sidenter^  and  on  the  arrival  of  the  intelligence  that  her  son 
had  gained  the  canse^  and  thns  beeome  inheritor  of  the 
eztensiTe  Dooglas  estates^  there  was  grsat  sejmdn^  and  an 
illaniination  took  place  in  the  city.  The  expenses  of  the 
lawsuit  amounted  to  aboat  £109,000.  Mr.  Douglas  was 
afterwards  created  a  Britbh  peer  as  Lord  Douglas  of  Dou- 
glas, the  Dnke  of  Hamilton  having  succeeded  to  the  ancient 
Scottish  peerage  of  Marquis  of  Douglas. 

The  North  Bridge  was  nearly  completed,  when  on 
3d  August,  1769,  the  vaults  and  side  walls  on  the 
south  end  fravc  way,  and  five  peo]>h»  were  buried  in  the 
ruins;  among  these  was  Mr.  James  Fergus,  Writer  to  the 
Signet.  Though  this  event  created  considerable  alarm  in 
Edinburgh,  it  was  fortunate  that  it  did  not  occur  a  few 
hooia  earlier,  when  a  crowd  was  returning  from  hearing  a 
sermon  delivered  in  the  Orphan  Hospital  park,  by  that 
fiunons  and  elcqnent  preacher^  Geoi^  Whitefield,  who  was 
then  on  a  visit  to  Ediolmrgh.  The  bridge  was  repaired 
by  taking  down  the  side  walls  at  some  parts  and  lebnilding 
them,  and  in  others  by  strengthening  them  with  chain  bars, 
and  removing  a  load  of  earth  that  bad  been  laid  on  the 
bridge  and  supplying  its  place  with  hollow  arches  between 
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the  ndes  of  the  great  archesi  sapporting  the  whok  of  the 
south  end  with  strong  buttressea  and  counterforts*  The 
bridge  was  completed  in  1772. 

William  ralconcr,  the  author  of  the  Shipwreck,  * 
was  bom  in  Edinburgh,  1730.  His  father  was  a 
wigmaker  in  tlic  Nctlierbow,  and  the  poet  was  a  relation 
of  Principal  Robertson  and  Lord  Brouprhatn.  He  received 
a  humble  education  in  Edinburgh,  and  afterwards  sailed 
from  Leith  in  a  merchant  vessel.  His  celebrated  poem 
**Tlie  Shipwreck**  was  published  in  17G2.  It  was  dedi- 
cated to  Edward,  Duke  of  York^  through  whose  recom- 
mendation he  became  a  midshipman  on  board  the  Royal 
George.  Murray ,  a  London  bibliopole,  grandfather  of  the 
present  eminent  publisher,  offered  Falconer  a  share  of  bis 
business,  which  he  declined.  He  sailed  for  India  as  purser 
in  the  Aurora,  30th  September,  1769.  The  vessel  was  never 
more  heard  of,  and  was  supposed  to  have  foundered  at  sea. 

The  salai  v  of  tlie  Lord  Provost  was  raised  in 
1771.  * 

1771,  from  £300  to  £5UU  j)cr  annum.  Subsequent 

additions  at  various  periods  were  made  to  this  allowance, 

but  at  the  period  we  write,  this  is  still  the  annual  sum  voted 

to  the  Lord  Provost  to  support  the  dignity  of  the  civic  chair. 

The  Encyclopaedia  Britannica,  one  of  the  greatest  literary 
undertakings  emanating  from  Edinburgh,  had  its  origin  in 
1771,  in  three  volumes.  The  first  edition  which  then  ap- 
peared, the  germ  of  the  future  great  wo^,  was  edited  by 
Mr.  William  Smellie. 

There  had  long  been  a  great  want  in  the  metropolis  of  a 
suitable  building  for  preserving  the  public  archives  and  re- 
gisters of  Scotland.  In  1765,  a  grant  of  £12,000  wan  ob- 
t^iined  from  the  forfeited  estates  fund,  for  this  purpose,  and 
the  sum  having  fiiictihed,  a  beautiful  design  was  obtained 
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from  Jftobert  Adam,  the  celebrated  architect,  and  the  foun- 
dation stone  of  the  Renter  Uonse^  one  of  the  most  chaste 
and  splendid  bnildtngji  in  £dinbiii{^y  was  laid  by  Lord 
Frederick  Campbell,  in  presence  of  the  public  bodies  of  the 
city,  and  amid  a  discharge  of  artillery,  27th  Jnne^  1774. 

The  building  of  the  New  towi)  proceeded  gnuloally  north 
and  westward,  after  the  first  or  most  eastern  division  of 
Prince's  Street,  St.  Andrew's  Square,  and  St.  Andrew's 
Street,  and  St.  David  Street  w  ere  built.  They  were  finished 
about  1778.  The  Physician's  ITall  iu  George  Street  was 
commenced  in  1775»  and  St.  Audi-ew's  Church  opposite  to 
it  in  1781. 

The  Plijncian*8  Hall  receded  a  little  from  the  regular 
line  of  the  street,  while  the  church  projected  slightly  be- 
yond it,  which  kd  to  Henry  Erskine's  remark,  that  the 
forwardness  of  the  church  and  the  backwardness  of  the  phy- 
sicians had  spoiled  the  finest  street  in  Europe.  In  1790, 
the  building  of  the  New  town  had  progressed  westward  as 
"hr  as  Frederick  Street. 

A  considerable  sensation  was  made  in  Edinburgh 

1772* 

in  1772,  by  the  susjiension  of  payment  of  Douglas, 
Heron  and  Co.,  bankers  at  Ayr,  tliey  having  a  conaiderable 
agency  at  Kd  in  burgh,  and  two  distinguished  Scottish  noble- 
men being  connected  witli  it.  Tliis  event  was  generally 
called  the  foilure  of  the  Douglas  and  Ueron  bank. 


Dr.  John  Gregory,  the  author  of  the  ^  Father^s 

1773.  * 

Legacy  to  his  Daughter,"  was  bom  in  1724.  He 
was  a  cousin  of  Dr.  Beid,  the  author  of  the  Inqouy  into  the 
Human  Mind.  He  studied  at  Edinburgh  and  Leyden. 
He  was  appointed  Professor  of  Medicine,  Sing's  College, 
Aberdeen,  1755.  Ten  years  afterwards  he  was  elected  Pro- 
fessor of  the  Practice  of  Physic  in  Edinburgli  University, 
and  had  extensive  practice  there  as  a  pliysician.    He  died 

Q 


Digitized  by  Google 


242 


HUTORT  OF  EDIliUUBOH. 


{)ih  P't'bruar}',  1773.  In  the  Universities  of  Scotland,  there 
has  been  a  lont;  linr  ot  illu^triuiis  Gregorys — and  mathe- 
matics and  medicine  were  tiieir  departments  in  science. 

The  visit  of  the  great  £nglish  leziGOgrapher,  the 
nrsa  major  of  British  literature,  was  an  event  in  the 
histmy  of  £diiibiii|;h.  He  acrived  in  the  Scottish  metro- 
polis with  Sir  William  Scott,  afterwards  Lord  Stowell. 
His  biographer  Boswell,  had  long  nidged  hun  to  this  visati 
and  givee  the  nanative  of  it  with  his  nsnal  amusing  graphic 
accuracy. 

Samuel  Johnson,  and  Scott,  arrived  on  tiie  14th  August, 
1773,  at  Boyd's  Inn  at  the  head  of  the  Ciuiongute,  which  was 
tin  n  a  much  frequented  mn,  known  by  the  name  of  the 
White  Horse,  and  as  the  New  town  was  then  only  startintr 
into  existence,  its  hotels  had  not  yet  superseded  the  anciejit 
liosteb  ies  of  the  Old  town.  Boswell's  details  serve  also  to  il- 
lustrate the  manners  of  the  citizens  at  this  period.  He  im- 
mediately waited  on  his  illustrious  fiiend  at  the  head  of  the 
Canongatc,  who  embraced  him  cordially,  and  jScott  stated 
to  him  that  before  he  came  in,  Johnson  bad  got  unfortu- 
nately a  bad  specimen  of  Scottish  cleanlijiess.  He  then 
drank  no  fermented  liquori  and  had  asked  to  have  his 
lemonade  made  sweeter,  on  which  the  waiter  with  his  greasy 
iingcis  lifted  a  lump  of  sng^  and  put  it  into  it,  Johnson,  in 
indignation,  threw  the  liquid  out  of  the  window,  and  Scott 
was  afraid  he  would  have  knocked  the  waiter  down.  John- 
son, during  the  period  of  his  stay  in  Edinburgh,  had  agi'eetl 
to  lodrje  under  Boswell's  rool",  a  eon  i  fort  able  flat  in  the  large 
pile  of  buildings  at  the  head  of  the  Earthen  Mound,  c^lletl 
James's  Court,  and  \n  liicli  is  now  one  of  the  few  remains  oi 
buildings  in  Edinburgh,  ten  stories  high. 

Boswell  says,  Johnson  and  I  walked  arm-in-arm  up  the 
High  Street,  to  my  house  in  Jameses  Court  r  it  was  a  dusky 
night:  I  could  not  prevent  his  being  assailed  ivy  the  evening 
effluvia  of  £dinbuigh.   I  heard  a  late  baronet,  of  some  die- 
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tinedon  in  the  political  world  in  the  beginning  of  the  pre- 
sent reigUi  observe,  that '  walking  the  streets  of  Edinburgh 
at  night  was  prettj  periloos,  and  a  good  deal  odoriferous.' 

The  peril  is  much  abated  by  the  care  which  the  magistrates 
have  taken  tu  enforce  the  city  laws  against  throwing  foul 
water  from  the  windows;  but,  from  the  fitracture  of  the 
houses  in  the  old  town,  which  consist  of  many  stories,  in 
each  of  which  a  different  family  H%^es,  and  there  being  no 
covert  sewers,  the  odour  still  continues.  A  zealous  Scots- 
man would  have  wished  Mr.  Johnson  to  be  without  one  of 
his  five  senses  upon  this  occasion.  As  we  marched  slowly 
alon^  he  grumbled  in  my  ear^ '  I  sm^  yoa  in  the  dark!' 
Bat  he  acknowledged  that  the  breadth  of  the  street,  and  the 
loftiness  of  the  boildings  on  each  side,  made  a  noble  ap- 
pearance. My  wife  had  tea  ready  fer  him,  which  it  is  well 
known  he  del^hted  to  drink  at  all  hours,  particttlarly  when 
sitting  up  late. 

We  sat  till  near  two  in  the  inoniing,  ha\ing  chatted  a 
good  while  after  my  wife  left  us.  She  had  insisted  that  to 
show  all  respect  to  the  sage  she  would  give  up  her  own 
bed-chamber  to  him. 

"  Sir  William  Forbes,  Mr.  Scott,  and  I,  accompanied  Mr. 
Johnson  to  the  chapel,  founded  by  Lord  Chief  Baron  Smithy 
fer  the  service  of  the  church  of  England. 

« I  obtained  a  promise  from  Lord  Chief  Baron  Ord^ 
that  he  would  dine  at  my  house  next  day.  I  presented  Mr. 
Johnson  to  his  iovdship,  who  politdy  said  to  him,  <  I  have 
not  the  honour  of  knowing  you;  but  I  hope  for  it,  and  to 
see  yott  at  my  house.   I  am  to  wait  on  you  to-morrow.* 

"  While  we  were  talking,  there  came  a  note  to  me  from 
Or.  William  Robertson. 

*  Dlar  Sib, — I  have  been  expecting  eveiy  day  to  hear  from  yon  of  Dr. 
Johtis  n'«  arrivftl.  Pray,  what  do  you  know  about  his  motions?  I  long  to 
taku  hitn  by  the  hand.  I  write  thia  from  the  college,  where  I  have  <nUy 
this  scrap  of  paper.   Ever  yours,  *  W.  R.' 

^  It  pleased  me  to  find  Dr.  Bobertson  thus  eager  to  meet 
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Dr.  Johnson.  I  was  glad  I  cotdd  answer  tbat  he  was  come ; 
and  I  begged  Dr«  Robertson  might  be  with  us  as  soon  as  he 
could. 

''Sir  William  Forbes,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Arbuthnot,  and 
another  gentleman,  dined  with  us.   *  Come,  Dr.  Johnson,* 

said  1,  *  it  is  commonly  thought  tliat  our  veal  in  Scotland  is 
not  good.  lUit  here  is  some  whicli  I  believe  you  will  like.' 
There  was  no  catching  him.  Johnson.  *  Why,  sir,  what 
is  cominoiily  thought,  I  should  take  to  be  true.  IVur  veal 
may  be  good ;  but  tliat  will  only  be  an  exception  to  the  gen- 
eral opinion,  not  a  proof  against  it.' 

Dr.  Robertson,  according  to  the  custom  of  Edinburgh  at 
that  time,  dined  in  the  interval  between  the  forenoon  and 
afternoon  service,  which  was  then  later  than  now;  so  we 
had  not  the  pleasure  of  his  company  till  dinner  was  over, 
when  he  came  and  drunk  wine  with  us. 

We  walked  out,  that  Dr.  Johnson  might  see  some  of  the 
things  which  we  have  to  show  at  Edinburgh.  We  went  to 
the  parliament-house,  where  the  parliament  of  Scotland  sat, 
and  where  tlie  orduiarv  lords  of  session  hold  their  courts, 
and  to  the  now  sessinn-hou.se  adjoining  to  it,  where  our 
court  of  fifteen  (the  louiteen  ordinaries,  with  the  lord  presi- 
dent at  their  head)  sit  as  a  court  of  review.  We  went  to 
the  advocates'  library,  of  which  Dr.  Johnson  took  a  cui-sory 
view,  and  then  to  what  is  called  the  Laigh  (or  nntU-r)  par- 
liament-house, where  the  records  of  Scotland,  which  has  an 
universal  security  by  register,  are  deposited,  till  the  great 
register  office  be  finished. 

We  next  went  to  the  great  church  of  St.  GileB,  which 
has  lost  its  original  magnificence  in  the  inside,  by  being 
di%*ided  into  four  places  of  presby terian  worship*  '  Come,' 
said  Dr.  Johnson  jocularly  to  Principal  Robertson,  *  let  me 
see  what  was  nnca  a  ehuiv  h!"  We  entered  that  division 
which  was  I'tniiierly  ealled  the  New  Chiu'ch,  and  of  late  the 
High  Church,  so  well  known  by  the  eloquence  of  Dr.  Hugh 
Blair.    It  is  now  vexy  elegantly  titted  up;  but  it  was  then 
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slmmefoUy  dirty.  Dr.  Johnaon  aaid  nothing  at  the  time; 
hat  when  we  came  to  the  great  door  of  the  royal  infirmaiy, 
where,  upon  a  hoard,  was  this  in8cri|>tion,  'Clean  your 
fbetr  he  tamed  ahont  filyly^  and  said,  '  There  is  no  occasion 
for  patting  this  at  the  doors  of  year  chorchesr 

**  We  tlien  conducted  him  down  the  Posthouse-stairs,  Par- 
liament-close, and  in  I  le  him  look  up  from  the  Cowgate  to 
the  highest  huiiiiuiir  in  Edinburgh  (from  which  he  had  just 
descended),  being  thirteen  fl  loi  >  or  stones  from  tlie  n;i"ound 
upon  the  back  elevation;  tlie  Iront  wall  being  built  upon 
the  edge  of  the  hill,  and  the  back  wall  rising  from  the  bot- 
tom of  the  hill  several  stories  before  it  comes  to  a  level  with 
the  front  wall.  We  proceeded  to  the  college,  witli  the  prin- 
cipal at  our  head.  Dr.  Adam  Feigason,  whose  '  Essay  on 
the  ffistoxy  of  Civil  Society"  gives  him  a  respectable  place 
in  the  ranks  of  literature,  was  with  us.  As  tlie  college 
buildings  are  indeed  very  mean,  the  principal  said  to  Dr. 
Johnson^  that  he  must  ^ve  them  the  same  epithet  that  a 
Jesuit  did  when  showing  a  poor  college  abroad:  *  Hcb  mise- 
ri(T.  nostnt'.*  Dr.  Johnson  was,  however,  nuieh  pleased 
witli  the  library,  and  witli  the  conversation  of  Dr.  James 
Robertson,  professor  of  oriental  languages,  the  librarian. 

"  I  pointed  out  to  him  wliere  there  lormerly  stood  an 
old  wall  unclosing  part  of  the  college,  which  1  remember 
bulged  out  in  a  threatening  manner,  and  which  tliere  was 
a  common  tradition  similar  to  that  concerning  Bacon's  study 
at  Oxford,  that  it  would  fall  upon  some  very  learned  man. 
It  had  some  time  before  this  been  taken  down,  that  the 
street  might  be  widened,  and  a  more  convenient  wall  built. 
Dr.  Johnson,  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  have  a  pleasant  hit 
at  Scottish  learning,  said,  *  they  have  been  afraid  it  never 
would  fhll.' 

**  We  showed  him  the  royal  infirmary,  for  which,  and  for 
every  other  exertion  of  generous  publie  spirit  in  his  power, 
that  noble-uiinded  eitizeii  ol  Edinburgh,  George  Druiiauond, 
will  be  ever  held  in  honourable  remembrance.    And  we  were 
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too  proud  not  to  carry  liim  to  the  abbey  of  Holjrood  House, 
that  beautiful  piece  of  architecture,  bat,  alasl  that  deserted 
mansion  of  royalty,  which  Hamilton  of  Bangour,  in  one  of 
his  elegant  poems,  calls 

*  A  virtuous  palace,  where  no  monarch  dwells.' 

was  much  entertained  while  Principal  Robertson 

tluLiiily  haran'iued  to  Dr.  Jolinson,  upon  the  s|>ot,  concerii- 
inff  scenes  of  his  celebrated  History  of"  Scutland.  We  sur- 
A  eved  that  part  uf  the  palace  ujtprupriated  to  tlie  Duke  of 
liumiiton,  as  keeper,  in  which  our  boaiitlt'ul  (^iieen  Mary 
lived,  and  in  which  David  Rizzio  was  murdered,  and  alsu  the 
state  rooms.  Dr.  Joluison  was  a  |;rcat  reciter  of  all  sorts  of 
tilings,  serious  or  comical.  I  overheard  him  repeating  here, 
in  a  kind  of  muttering  tone,  a  line  of  the  old  baUad| '  Johnny 
Armstrongs  Last  Good  Night.* 

'  And  ran  ixim  tlirottgh  the  fair  body !' 

^We  returned  to  my  house,  where  there  met  him,  at 
dinner,  the  Duchess  of  Douglas,  Sir  Adolphus  Ouj!;hton, 
Lonl  Chief  Baron,  Sir  William  Forbes,  i'lnicipul  liubert- 
son,  Mr.  Cullen,  advocate. 

"  We  gave  him  as  good  a  dinner  as  we  could.  Onr 
Scotch  mnir-fowl,  or  grouse,  were  then  abundant,  and  quite 
in  season;  and,  so  far  as  wisdom  and  wit  can  be  aided  by 
administering  agreeable  sensations  to  the  palate,  my  wife 
took  care  that  our  great  guest  should  not  be  deficient." 

Leith  Walk,  the  high  road  between  Edinburgh 
and  Leith,  was  formed  in  1774. 


Tobias  Smollett  W8S  bom  at  Dalquham,  Dum- 

barloushire,  1721.  He  studied  medicine  at  Glas- 
gow, and  was  surgeon's  mate  in  a  ship  of  war  in  the  expe- 
dition to  Carthagena  in  1 7  41.  Seven  years  after  he  produced 
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bis  ^Roderick  Baiidom/  aiid  in  1751  'Perc^-iiie  Pickle/ 
and  two  yean  subsequently  'Count  Fathom.'  He  pub- 
kshed  a  translation  of  Don  Quixote  in  175.%  and  soon  aAer 
visited  his  sister  Mrs.  Telfer  at  her  estate  of  Scotstowiiy  in 
Peebles-shire.  The  following  year  he  commenced  and  edit- 
ed the  ^  Critical  Beview/  in  London.  His  *  History  of 
England '  from  the  descent  of  Jolius  Cssar,  to  the  treaty 
of  Aix-l»-ChapeUe,  was  published  in  4  vola.  4to.y  in  1758. 
He  wrote  *  Sir  Lanncelot  Greaves,*  when  confined  In  the 
King's  Bench  prison.  Ilis  *  Travels  tlirough  France  and 
Italy*  took  place  in  17fi3.  He  visited  Edinburgh  in  infirm 
health  in  June,  1766,  vvlien  he  resided  with  his  tnotluT  and 
sister  in  tlie  hrst  floor  of  the  house  at  the  west  side  ut  the 
head  of  St.  John  Street,  Canongate, — the  new  street  now 
l)earing  that  name  being  then  only  in  process  of  erection. 
Here  he  stored  some  of  those  humorous  anecdotes  and 
scenes,  wliich  he  afterwards  portrayed  in  his  *  Humphrey 
Clinker/  published  in  1771.  Smollett  died  at  Leghorn, 
1774. 

Robert  Fergusson,  the  Scottish  poet,  was  born  at 
Edinburgh,  5th  September,  1751,  and  was  educated 
at  the  High  School  there  and  at  tlie  University  of  St.  An- 
drew's. He  afterwards  became  a  clerk  in  the  Conunissary's 
Offic(%  Edinburgh.  His  j)oetical  lucubrations  first  appeai-ed 
in  Kuddiman's  Weekly  Magazine.  Ilis  poem  ui  the  Far- 
mer's Ingle  has  generally  been  considered  tlie  prototype  of 
Burns*  Cottar's  Saturday  Night. 

Edinburgh  and  its  localities  and  customs,  form  a  pro- 
minent subject  of  many  of  his  poems,  such  as  ^  Hallow&ir/ 
'The  Tron  Kirk  Bell,'  and  'Anld  Beekie.'  His  mental 
powers  became  weakened^  and  he  died  at  £dinbnfgh, 
16th  October,  1774)  and  was  bnried  in  the  Canoogyte 
churchyard,  where  Robert  Boms,  in  sympathy  with  his 


Digitized  by  Google 


248 


HISTORY  OF  EDINBUKQU. 


poetical  genius,  erected  a  simple  monument  to  his  memory 
with  the  inscriptiou: 

No  sculptur'd  marUo  here,  nor  potupoutt  lay ! 
No  storied  lun,  nor  animated  boat  I 
Thia  eimple  atone  difecta  pale  8coda*s  way. 
To  poor  her  aonmra  o^er  her  poet'a  dnat." 

^^^^  Thomas  Gillespie^  the  founder  of  the  Belief  Chuich 
of  Scotland,  was  born  in  1708,  at  a  very  pleasant 
and  beautiful  locality,  little  more  than  a  mile  south  from 
Edinburgh,  iti  the  parish  of  Diiddingston,  called  Clearbum. 
His  f'lither  was  a  fanner  and  brewer  there.  Thomas  Gilles- 
pie stmlied  at  the  Univei'sity  of  Edinburgh  for  several  years. 
His  mother  introduceil  him  early  in  life  to  the  celebrated 
Thomas  Boston,  the  minister  of  Ettriek,  author  of  the  Four- 
fold State,  and  it  was  believed  he  was  the  means  of  making 
the  first  deep  religious  impressions  on  his  mind.  He  resided 
with  Dr.  Doddridge,  the  author  of  the  ^  Bise  and  Progress 
of  Religion  in  the  Sonl,'  at  Northampton  for  some  time^ 
with  whom  he  was  a  great  favourite^  and  in  1741  he  was 
ordained  minister  of  Carnock,  where  he  wrote  the  work 
entitled  '  Treatise  on  Temptation.' 

Patronage  in  the  Church  of  Scotland  had  been  abolished 
after  tlie  revolution  in  1690,  but  was  restored  by  an  act 
of  Puiliament,  hurriedly  passeil  in  171-,  against  whicli  the 
Chnrcli      Scotland  protested,  but  gradually  cases  of  \nlr\t- 
s'wn  of  ministers  airainst  the  will  of  congregations  were 
perpetrated,  and  tlie  case  of  a  forced  settlement  in  1752, 
at  Inyerkeithing,  in  which  he  refused  to  join,  led  to  the 
deposition  of  Gillespie.    He  received  his  sentence  meekly, 
and  qnietljr  obeyed  it,  prenrliing  in  the  open  air  for  some 
tune  thereafter.  The  Belief  Synod  arose  oat  of  these  pn>- 
oeedingSi  but  was  not  formed  till  1761.   Gillespie  after- 
wards became  a  minister  of  DonfennHne^  and  died  in  1774. 


Digitized  by  Google 


177A. 


ANNALg. 


249 


Peter  Williamson,  who  kept  a  Coffee-house  in 
1776.  . 

the  Parliament  Square,  established  the  first  penny 

post  office  in  1776,  and  in  the  following  year,  published 
the  first  Eldmbargh  Directoiy,  a  work  including  the  names 
of  all  the  vespeetable  householders  in  the  dtj. 

On  25th  Augusty  1776^  the  Lord  Provost  Stodart,  laid 
the  foundation-stone  of  a  building  on  the  Calton  Hill,  fi»r 
an  Astronomical  Observatory.  The  design  was  prepared 
by  James  Craig,  the  architect  of  the  New  Town,  but  the 
celebrated  Adam,  happening  to  visit  Edinburgh  soon  alter, 
was  struck  with  the  idea  that  the  appearance  of  a  fortification 
might  with  great  and  picturesque  eft'ect  be  given  to  the 
whole,  and  accordingly  he  marked  out  a  wall  %vith  but- 
tresses, embrasures  and  Gothic  towers,  but  this  design  was 
only  very  partially  executed,  the  result  being  the  old  building 
which  is  still  existing  at  the  comer  of  the  buttressed  wall, 
long  used  for  a  CanMra  Obsctirct,  and  now  for  a  self-regis- 
tering anemometer  in  connexion  with  the  Royal  Observap 
toiy  of  Edinburgh. 


James  Femuson,  the  celebrated  astronomer,  was  a 
self-taught  o;enius,  born  at  Keiili  m  iiand'shire,  1710. 
AV'lien  a  shepherd  buy.  iit  night  he  woulil  study  from  nature 
tlie  mysterious  and  sj)lendid  frame  of  the  heavens.  Two 
large  stones  on  the  top  of  Sir  .lames  Dunbar's  gate,  he  made 
to  represent  the  terrestrial  and  celestial  globes.  Lady  Dip- 
pie,  the  sister  of  Sir  James,  was  very  kind  to  Ferguson,  who 
resided  two  years  in  her  house  in  Edinburgh^  where  he 
copied  drawings,  and  tried  to  paint  in  oil  colours.  He  was 
introduced  to  Lady  Jane  Douglas^  whose  name  became  so 
fomons  in  the  Douglas  cause.  Both  she  and  the  Maichioness 
of  Douglas  her  mother  sat  to  him  for  their  portraits  at  Mer* 
chiston  Castle^  near  Edinburgh,  where  they  were  then  re- 
siding. He  afterwards  resided  in  London^  and  delivered 
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lectures  on  astronomy.  George  TTT,  attended  some  of  these, 
and  cultivated  his  personal  acc^uaiutance.  Fergoaon  died 
16th  NoTember,  1776. 

^^^^  David  Hume,  the  hiitoriany  was  bora  in  Edin- 
bni;^  26th  April,  1711.  He  was  a  man  of  gieat 
talents,  bnl  anfortanatelj  became  sceptical  in  his  religions 
views,  so  that  his  works  require  to  be  xead  goardedlj.  He 
was  originally  intended  for  the  legal  profeision,  then  adopted 
the  mercantile,  and  afterwards  literature  became  his  pursuit. 
His  'Treatise  on  Human  Nature*  ap])eared  in  173^^,  his 
Essays  four  years  afterwards;  and  the  first  volume  of  his 
*  History  of  England '  in  1754.  He  completed  that  work  in 
1761. 

Hume  was  at  different  periotU  of  his  life  attached  to 
British  embassies  on  the  Continent,  and  in  1767  he  was 
nnder-secrctary  of  State.  In  Edinburgh  he  resided  at  one 
time  in  James*  Court.  It  was  when  there,  the  incident  was 
said  to  have  occurred,  on  a  letter  being  left  for  him  one  morn- 
ing  by  the  postman,  addressetl  ^  Mr.  Hume  the  Deist,*'  he  dis- 
claimed the  title^  and  desired  it  to  be  taken  to  his  ndghbonr, 
Heniy  Home,  better  known  as  Lord  Eames.  He.removed 
from  that  residence  to  the  corner  house  of  St.  David  Street, 
in  the  New  town,  where  he  died  25th  August,  1776. 

The  foundation  of  the  buildinc:  so  lonfj  used  as  the 

1777. 

High  School  of  Edinburgh,  at  the  toot  of  Infirmary 
Street,  near  the  spot  where  the  old  Monaster)'  of  Blackfriai*8 
stood,  was  hiid  by  Sir  Wilh'am  Forbes,  24th  June,  1777. 
With  this  academy  and  tlie  High  School  Yards  adjoining, 
are  associated  many  of  the  early  recollections  of  numerous 
citizens  of  Edinburgh,  who  received  their  first  lessons  in 
Greek  and  Roman  literature  within  their  precincts.  The  still 
earlier  High  School  of  fidiuburgh  was  a  small  building  which 
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•tood  in  the  iame  locality,  but  was  now  found  too  limited 
for  the  topply  of  pnpili* 

In  1778^  there  was  a  matiny  of  the  Earl  of  Sear 
ferth*8  Highland  regiment,  then  quartered  in  the 
Castle.  The  regiment  had  been  ordered  for  embarkation  to 
India,  but  refused  to  set  out  on  aoconnt  of  their  pay  being  in 
arrear,  and  took  possession  of  the  neigliboiiring  hill  of  Ar- 
thur's Seat,  Nvhere  they  posted  themselves  for  tv.u  . 
Troops  were  collected,  and  other  preparations  taken  to  [»re- 
vent  their  escape,  but  tlit-  urt'alr  was  fortunately  arranged 
without  bloodshed,  they  retuniin^  to  allegiance  arul  embark- 
ing for  their  destination, — the  afi'air  caused  considerable 
alarm  in  the  dty. 

The  same  year,  1778,  the  city  raised  a  regiment  of  one 
thousand  men  in  aid  of  government,  then  engaged  in  the 
unfortunate  war  with  the  American  oolootes. 

The  Mirror  Club  was  established  in  Edinburgh, 
by  some  literaiy  lawyers,  as  a  relaxation  from  their 
severar  studies ;  they  reading  essays  in  BelUa  LeUrts  at  their 
weekly  meetings.  The  dUrror,  an  Edinburgh  periodical  in 
the  stylo  of  the  Spectator,  arose  out  of  this  association.  It 
commenced  .January  1770,  and  conlinued  till  May  1780. 
The  principal  contributors  were  Henry  Mackenzie,  the  au- 
thor of  the  *  Man  of  Feeling,'  and  several  gentlemen  afler- 
wards  judges  of  the  Court  of  Session,  Lord  Craig,  Lord 
Abercromby,  Lord  Cullen,  and  Lord  Bannatyne.  The 
Mirror  was  published  weekly,  on  a  small  folio  sheet,  price 
three  half^nce.  It  will  be  thus  seen  that  it  was  in  several 
respects  the  prototype  of  Clmmbeni^  Edinburgh  Jonmal, 
which  was  not  pnblidied  till  half  a  centuiy  afterwards. 

About  a  year  prior  to  the  Lord  Geoige  Gordon  riots  in 
London,  a  similar  disposition  was  manifosted  in  Edinburgh. 
It  was  at  a  time  when  it  was  proposed  to  repeal  the  penal 
laws  against  Popery. 

On  the  nig^t  of  8d  Febmary,  1779,  a  mob  collected  In 
the  Old  town,  and  proceeded  to  bum  a  Popish  priest's 
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residence  at  the  foot  of  Trunk's  Close,  in  the  High  Street, 
near  the  Fountain  Well,  and  they  also  demolished  a 
Romanist  cHapel  in  Blackfiriars  Wynd,  burning  the  omft- 
ments  and  utensib  employed  in  their  ritual.  The  infuriated 
populace  proceeded  to  the  University,  to  destroy  the  house 
of  Principal  Robertson,  who  was  deemed  favourable  to  the 
abolition  of  those  penal  laws,  hut  the  calm  expostulations  of 
his  colleague  Dr.  Ersldne,  induced  them  to  desist  from  tliuir 
intended  violence.  Fortunately  those  days  of  physical  force 
are  now  gone,  and  moral  force  and  argument  alone  are 
used  against  the  errors  of  Poj)ery. 

In  April,  1779,  a  mutiny  of  a  fow  Ilitrliland  recruits,  be- 
longing to  a  West  Iligliland  regiment,  quartered  at  Edin- 
burgh Castle,  took  place  at  Leith.  The  mutineers  were  tried 
by  a  Court  Mailial;  four  of  them  punished,  and  the  rd- 
mainder  were  marched  prisoners  to  Edinburgh  Castle. 

Another  alarm  occurred  in  Edinburgh  the  same  year 
from  Paul  Jones,  a  Scotsman,  then  in  the  French  service, 
who  saOed  up  the  Firth  of  Forth  with  three  vesaek  of  war 
under  Ms  command,  and  appeared  near  Inchkeith,  17th  Sep- 
tember, 1779,  with  the  alleged  intention  of  burning  the  ship- 
j)ing  at  Leith.  Some  batteries  were  hastily  erected  for  de- 
fence against  him,  but  he  ^vas  driven  oft'  by  contrary  winds. 
This  occnrrencc  led  boon  after  to  the  erection  of  Leith  tort 
as  a  station  tor  artillery. 

In  1779,  several  largo  fleets  put  in  to  the  Firth  of  Forth, 
near  the  city,  in  want  of  provisions.  They  amounted  to  nearly 
five  hundred  sail  with  20,000  men  on  board;  so  plentiM 
was  the  supply  of  provisions  in  the  city  markets,  that  even 
this  greatly  increased  demand  made  no  perceptible  inoeaBe 
in  the  price  of  the  necesaaries  of  life,  inaomudi  that  several 
victualling  ships  aent  doivn  by  the  navy  boards  returned 
without  opening  their  afeores. 
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Sir  Lawrence  Dundas,  the  lineal  ancestor  of  the 

1781* 

present  Earl  of  Zetland,  was  the  son  of  Thomas 
Dundas,  a  respectable  citizen,  one  of  the  Magistrates  of 
Edinburgh.  Sir  Lawrence  acquired  his  large  fortune  as 
a  Commissaiy  General  in  the  army.  Dundas  was  created 
a  baronet  in  1762.  He  was  elected  Member  of  Parliament 
for  Edinburgh  in  1768.  Id  1774^  considerable  opposition 
was  shown  to  his  re-election  on  vaiions  grounds,  Init  he  was 
again  returned,  and  in  1780  he  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Miller, 
afterwards  Lord  Glenlee,  bat  though  his  opponent  was  re- 
turned and  took  his  place  as  member  for  Edinbu^h,  Sir 
Lawrence  succeeded  in  unseating  him  beibre  an  election 
committee. 

Sir  Lawrence  Dundas  built  for  his  city  residence,  the 
elegant  mansion  in  St.  Andrew's  Sqnaie^  afterwards  occu- 
pied as  the  Excise  Office,  and  now  by  the  Boyal  Bank. 
Sir  Lawrence  Dundas  died  in  1781. 


6ir  .Tolm  Prinijle,  an  eminent  Edinburgh  phy- 
sician, was  Itorn  in  Roxhurghshire,  in  1707.  lie 
studied  medicine  in  Kdinburgli  in  1727,  and  in  1734  was 
appointed  to  the  Moral  Philosophy  chair  in  the  University 
of  Edinburgh,  an  office  he  held  for  about  ten  years.  He 
aftenvards  attained  eminence  in  London,  and  was  President 
of  the  Bpyal  Society.  His  work  on  the  *  Diseases  of  the 
Army '  was  published  in  1752.  Again  in  1 780  he  resided  in 
Edinburgh,  and  he  presented  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Col- 
1^  ten  folio  MS.  Tolumes  of  Medical  and  Physical  Essays, 
on  condition  that  they  shonld  never  be  published  or  lent  out 
ofthetibrary.   He  died  in  1782. 
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the  early  part  of  the  eighteentli  centur}^  He 
there  received  a  theological  education,  but  proceeded  to 
London,  and  in  1754,  brought  out  his  'Chronology  and 
History  of  the  World  '  in  a  folio  volume.  It  is  alleged  that 
the  plan  oi'  this  work  was  suggested  to  him  by  his  relative, 
Dr.  Hu^jh  Blair.  He  was  afterwards  appoint^  tator  to  the 
Duke  of  York,  brother  of  George  III.,  and  traTelled  with 
him  on  the  Continent.  BUur  was  appointed  dean  of  St. 
Brides,  Fleet  Street,  London,  in  1771,  and  five  years  aftei^ 
wards  rector  of  St,  John  the  Evangelist,  Westminster. 
He  died  24th  June,  1782. 


17«2  Jl^'^'y  IIoi"^''  Loi(i  Kanies,  lor  a  long  time  a 
noted  citizen  oi  Edinburgh,  died  at  his  house  at 
the  head  of  New  Street,  Canongate^  27th  December, 
1782.  He  was  bom  in  1696,  and  served  an  apprenticeship 
witli  a  writer  to  the  signet,  and  afterwards  passed  Advocate. 
In  1752,  he  was  appointed  a  judge  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  took  the  designation  of  Lord  Karnes.  His  <  Elements  of 
Criticism '  were  published  in  1762,  and  his  '  Sketches  of  the 
History  of  Man,'  in  1774. 

Lord  Karnes  resided  for  many  years  during  the  sunnner, 
at  Blair-Dmmmond,  where  he  engaged  extensively  in  agri- 
cultural improvements.  In  personal  appearance  he  was  a 
tall,  lean  ligure,  and  though  full  of  oddities  was  nriich  re- 
spected in  Edinbui  «j;li  as  a  literary  and  benevolent  character. 

One  ot  his  ([uaint  renmrka  was  that  he  had  always  been 
busily  employed  in  tiiis  sublunary  world,  and  he  was  anxious 
to  know  how  he  would  be  occupied  in  a  future  state  of  ex- 
istence. 
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The  Philosophical  Society,  consisting  of  the  most 
dtstingoished  medical  and  literary  men  in  Edin- 
burgh, was  formed  about  the  year  1750.  Lord  Karnes  was 
president,  David  Hmne,  lecretaiy  for  the  literary  or  philo- 
sophic departmenti  and  the  two  Monroe  soccessively  officiated 
as  secretariee  for  the  medical  division.  This  society  pub- 
lished three  volumes  of  Essays  and  Transactions.  The  last 
appeared  in  177  L  Soon  after,  the  plan  was  adopted  of 
placing  this  society  on  a  mncli  more  enlarged  basis,  to  com- 
prise medical  and  pli3'sical  science  with  eveiy  department  oi' 
literary  ami  philosophical  discussion.  Dr.  Robertson,  the 
historian  and  Principal  of  the  University  of  Edinburgii, 
took  an  active  part  in  tlicse  nci^'otiations,  and  the  result  was 
the  formation  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh, 
which  was  incorporated  by  royal  charter  in  1783,  and  has 
ever  since  maintained  a  distinguished  name.  They  pub- 
lished the  first  volume  of  their  Transactions  five  yean  after. 
The  Earthen  Mound,  another  communication 

1783 

ftom  the  Old  to  the  New  town,  was  commenced  in 
1783,  and  was  formed  principally  of  the  earth  firom  the 
foundations  of  the  new  houses.  It  has  been  calculated  that 
neariy  a  million  and  a  half  cart-loads  were  laid  on  it,  which 

at  a  moderate  computation,  would  have  amounted  to  up- 
wards of  £oO,UOO.  The  massive  large  pile  of  old  building, 
ten  stories  higli,  near  the  head,  forming  the  northern  side 
of  James*  Court,  was  erected  in  1  727,  and  lias  acquired 
considerable  celebrity  from  some  oi  its  houses  having  fonned 
the  residence  of  several  distinguished  litenury  men,  Henry 
Home,  Lord  Karnes,  David  Hume;  James  Boswell,  of 
Auchinleck,  Johnson's  ftiend  and  biographer. 


Allan  Bamsay,  an  eminent  portrait  painter  in 
Edinburgh,  was  bom  there  1718,  and  was  the  son 
of  his  more  distingaished  namesake,  the  author  of  the  Gentle 
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She|ilicrd.  He  tounded  the  Select  Society  of  Edinbiirtrli 
in  1754,  which  consisted  of  the  most  learned  men  of  that 
period  in  the  capital  of  Scotland,  liamsay  was  the  author  of 
*  The  Investigator/  a  volume  of  Essays.  He  mnrried  the 
eldest  daughter  f»f  Sir  Alexander  Lindsay,  Bart.,  of  Evelick, 
a  niece  of  the  Earl  of  Mansfield.  Hanisay  died  in  17S4. 
His  son  John  became  a  General  in  tlie  British  army^  and  at 
his  death  the  poet's  house,  and  all  the  prop^y  at  Ramsay 
Gardens,  Castle-hill,  were  inherited  by  Uie  Murrays  of  Hen- 
derland. 

Dr.  Alexander  ^^'ebster,  a  ratlier  celebrated  Etlin- 

1764. 

burgh  clergyman,  was  bom  in  1707,  luid  after  being 
some  years  minister  of  Culross  in  Fife,  was  ajipoiiitcd  min- 
ister of  the  Tui booth  Church,  Edinburgh,  in  1737.  He  was 
the  originator  of  the  fimd  for  the  widows  of  tlie  clergy  of 
the  Church  of  Scotland.  He  was  a  man  of  considerable 
benevolence  and  generosity,  and  was  long  a  public  character 
in  the  city.   He  died  in  17d4. 

On  first  August,  1785,  the  foundation  of  a  bridge 
'  '  across  the  Cowgate,  in  a  line  direct  with  the  North 
Bridge,  consequently  designated  the  South  BsidoE)  was 
laid ;  Merlin's  Wynd  was  removed  to  make  way  for  it|  and  sites 
for  houses  and  shops  were  sold  at  unpreoedentedly  high  rates; 
one  arch  only  of  the  bridge  being  left  open.  The  South 
Bridge  was  opened  to  the  public  in  March  1788.  Its 
erection  cost  £15,000.  The  new  bnildtng  areas  on  it  were 
sold  for  upwards  of  £80,000;  the  purchase  of  the  old  build- 
ings  to  clear  the  way  for  the  bridge,  cost  above  £50,000. 

The  Hiddand  Society  of  Scotland  was  established  in  Ed- 
inbnr^h  m  1785.  Its  great  object  was  to  promote  improve- 
ments throughout  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  but  it  sub.st- 
quently  extended  its  sphere  of  action  through  all  Scotp- 
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land,  by  aiding  in  the  imjirovojiiciit  of  ngncultuiv  ia  every 
district  of  the  coimtrj',  ami  by  offeriug  prtiiiiuius  for  essays 
and  useful  inventions.  This  body  is  now  desijxnatod  the 
Highland  and  AgricultursU  Society  of  Scotland,  and  po.s- 
aesses  a  very  extensive  Agricultuial  Museum  at  George 
ly.'s  Bridge. 

iSiogroylic  Kotice  of  Wflltam  Sttaf^atu 

William  Strahan,  tlie  distinguished  printer,  vras 
born  in  Edinburgh  1715,  and  served  his  apprentice- 
ship there.  He  then  went  to  London  and  worked  in  the 
same  office  with  the  celebrated  Franklin.  In  1770,  he  be- 
came a  partner  with  Mr.  Eyre  as  King's  Printer,  acquired 
wealtli,  and  j<4n«d  Mr.  Cadell  in  purchasing  the  copy  rights 
of  many  eminent  authors.  He  sat  in  Parliament  in  1775 
for  MalniL'sburv,  wit]i  Fox  as  his  colleague,  lie  was  one 
of  the  contributors  to  the  Min*or.  His  history  is  a  gootl 
spec  inun  of  a  man  being  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune, 
actinu  on  the  Yankee  j)rincij»le,  "if  you  would  succetd  iu 
life,  learn  to  paddle  your  own  canoe.''    He  died  in  1765. 


UiW99A^  Kotice  of  Sbix  %UxaxiOn  BuIl 

Sir  Alexander  Dick,  Bart.,  of  Prestonfield,  a  beau- 

178S. 

tiful  estate  lying  a  mile  to  the  south  of  Edinburgh, 

was  bom  in  170^.   He  studied  fcnr  the  medical  profession 

at  Edinburgh  and  Leyden.   He  became  a  member  of  the 

Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  Edinburgh  in  1727,  and  was 

dioeen  President  of  that  body  in  1756,  an  honour  continued 

to  him  for  seven  successive  elections.   From  the  period  oi 

succeeding  to  the  baronetcy,  he  resided  at  Prestonfield. 

He  took  an  active  part  in  every  public  undertaking  for  the 

benefit  of  the  city,  and  gf»t  great  improvements  effected  in 

the  roads  around  Edinburgh.    Ho  died  17b5. 

il 
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Dr.  Gilbert  Stuart  was  born  in  Edinburgh,  1742, 
and  educated  at  tlie  University  there.  lie  relin- 
quished the  study  of  law  for  literature.  His  first  work  on 
tiie  ^AntiqtLity  of  the  English  Constitution'  irained  him 
the  degree  of  LL.D.  In  1773  he  commenced  the  Kdiry' 
burgh  Magazine  and  BevieWf  but  it  was  thought  too  virulent 
in  its  criticisins,  and  was  dropped  in  1776.  Hia  'Vieir 
of  Society  in  Europe'  appeared  two  years  after,  and  in 
1780,  hia  ^History  of  the  Reformation  in  Scotland/  and 
his  'History  of  Scotland  from  the  Establishment  of  the 
Beformation  to  the  death  of  Queen  Mary,*  in  1782.  He 
died  at  Mosselburgh,  near  Edinburgh,  in  1786. 


Wilhclniinu  L'ampbeli,  Lady  Glonorcliy,  was  born 
1741.  She  was  the  daiitrliter  of  William  ^lawvoll, 
Esq.,  of  Preston,  and  marrieil  Joiin  Viscount  Glt-'imrcliy. 
lie  purchased  the  estate  of  Barnton,  near  Edinburgh,  where 
they  resided  a  cousidenilde  period.  Lady  Glenorcliy  first 
rented  in  1770  St.  Maiy's  Chapel,  Niddry's  Wynd,  Edin- 
burgh, for  ministers  of  every  evangelical  persuasion  to  preach 
in,  and  then  built  a  chapel  in  the  ))ark  of  the  Orphan's  Hos- 
pital, known  by  the  name  of  Lady  Glenorchy's  Chapel, 
in  1774.  Lady  Glcnorchy  died  in  1786.  Tlie  old  chapel 
was  pulled  down  in  1845,  and  a  new  one  under  the  same 
designation  in  connexion  with  the  Free  Church,  was  built 
opposite  Picardy  Place,  at  the  head  of  Leith  Walk. 


Biograpi^ic  Xotfcf  of  Hugo  ISLvmU 

^^^^      Hugo  Amot  was  one  of  the  literary  characters  of 
Edinbnri^  tn  his  day.   He  was  bom  at  Leith  in 
1749,  and  became  an  advocate  in  1772.    His  *  History  of 
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£clmburgh '  appeared  1779,  and  thou^  tedioos  and  prolix, 
and  one^ded  in  many  of  bis  views  of  pablie  affiun,  it  is  still 
a  work  of  considerable  autbority.  His  Collection  of  Crimi- 
nal Trials  was  published  in  1785. 

Ainot  was  full  of  oc-centricities,  and  possessed  sharp  wit 
and  buuioiir.  His  person  was  tliin  in  the  extreme,  which 
gave  rise  to  the  hon  mot  of  Henry  Ei^kine,  who,  encoun- 
tering him  eating  a  dried  haddock  or  s])t'ldinir,  remarked 
that  he  was  very  like  his  meat.   Hugo  Amot  died  in  1786. 

In  the  year  178(),  there  came  to  Edinburgh  one 
of  nature's  most  highly  gifted  sons— fiobert  Bnmay 
an  Ayrshire  peasant,  who^  after  a  good  homely  Scottish 
education,  in  the  words  of  another  great  poet: — 

"  Walked  with  glory  and  witli  joy 
Beside  his  plough  upon  the  mountain  iude."t 

'  Poeta  nascitur,  non  fit ' — ^he  had  published  at  the  pro- 
vincial town  of  Kilmarnock,  daring  the  previous  year,  a 
volume  of  poems  which  astonished  his  countrymen. 

This  volume  contained  the  *  Cottar's  Saturday  Night,' 
and  other  productions  which  liave  married  to  inunortai  vurse 
the  name  of  this  peasant  l»<)y, — and  ^vitli  liis  subsequent 
lyrics,  rriven  it  a  place  with  tliose  of  Homer,  Sbakspcare, 
Mihon,  and  the  greatest  poets  of  the  world. 

Having  met  with  Professor  Dugald  Stewart,  then  one  of 
the  leading  literary  celebrities  of  Edinburgh,  Burns  was  in- 
duced to  set  out  on  a  visit  to  the  Scottish  capital,  whore  hi> 
arrived  on  tlie  28th  November  the  same  year,  and  shared 
with  an  acquaintance,  John  Richmond,  a  Nvritei's  clerk,  a 
humble  kM^ing  room  in  Baxter*s  Close^  Lawnmarket,  of 
which  the  weekly  rent  was  three  shillings  sterling.  Allan 

•  Bom  175^D!«1  1706.  f  Wordsworth. 
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Ciiniiiii»,rham  depicts  him  as  then  wandering  about  the  town, 
lookiiicr  down  from  Arthur's  Seat  upon  the  ancient  Palace 
of  Ilol  vrood,  and  at  such  a  moment  Bums  might  naturally 
exclaim  in  his  own  words,  so  often  afterwards  quoted: 

**  Edina,  Sootia*s  darling  seat! 
All  hail  thy  palaces  and  towers 
Where  once  beneath  a  monarch's  feet 
Sat  legislation's  sovereign  powers/* 

In  the  Scottish  capital  Bums  was  introduced  to  Ik  nix 
Erskine,  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Advocates,  to  IK  nry  Mac- 
kenzie, the  author  of  tlie  ^  Man  of  Feeiinir,'  Kuheitson  the 
historian,  Dr.  Uxv^h  P)];iir,  Dr.  Gregory,  Dr.  Adam  Fer- 
•^u.sun,  Lord  MutiKod.ld,  W  illiam  Creech,  and  a  whole  iralaxv 
of  literary  men,  n  lio  u  civ  tlica  ilistingnislied  in  Edinburgh, 
nnd  his  roinj)aiiy  was  m  norally  courted.  This  was  a  dan- 
gerous position  tor  the  young  Ayrshire  hard,  leading  him 
into  convivial  society  in  a  way  which  perhaps  few  could  have 
stood,  and  from  ^v  llich  he  himself  came  out  any  thing  bnt 
unscathed.  But  literaiy  and  poetical  pursuits  were  his 
natural  taste,  afid  he  now  sought  out  the  honse  near  the 
Castle  Hill,  of  his  poetical  predecessor,  Allan  Ramsay,  and 
wended  his  way  to  the  grave  of  his  other  Scottish  brother 
poet,  Robert  Fcrgusson,  in  the  Canongate  churchyard. 

Francis  Jeffrey,  a  boy  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  age,  was 
then  one  day  standing  in  the  High  Street,  staling  at  a  man 
whoso  appearance  had  struck  him  as  remarkable,  when  a 
person  tapped  him  on  the  shoulder,  and  said,  "Ay,  laddie  I 
ye  may  weel  look  at  that  man!  That's  Robert  Kiiins.'* 
Little  cimld  Jeihey  then  imagine  thnt  lie  was  to  become 
the  first  iti  IWtish  critics,  and  the  man  Jic  gazed  at  the  tirst 
of  Scottish  poets. 

At  this  period,  Sir  Walter  Scott  was  a  boy  of  sixteen. 
He  hatl  read  the  poetry  of  Burns,  anfl  was  most  anxious  to 
see  him.   These  two  distinguished  Scotsmen  met  the  only 

•  Cockbnrn'i  Life  of  Jefftey. 
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time  during  their  liveSi  the  house  of  Dr.  Adam  Fer||;ti8ony 
at  the  Sciennes,  where  Ferguson  used  to  hold  hterary  con- 
versaziones. Scott,  in  giving  an  accoont  of  this  meeting  to 
his  souoin^aW)  Lockhart,  says:  The  onlj  thing  I  remember 
which  was  remarkable  in  Bums'  manner,  was  the  eflbct  pro- 
duced upon  him  by  a  print  of  Bunbury's,  representing  a 
soldier  lying  dead  on  the  snow,  his  dog  sitting  in  misery  on 
one  side — on  the  other  his  widow,  with  a  child  in  her  arms. 
These  lines  were  written  underneath: 

'  CkIiI  oil  Caii.Kliiiii  lulls,  or  Minden's  pluin. 
Perhaps  that  parent  wept  her  soldier  slain — 
Bent  o'er  hur  babe,  her  eye  dissolved  in  dew, 
Tlie  big  drops  luingUng  irilii      milk  he  draw» 
Qftve  the  sad  prange  of  his  fotare  yean, 
The  child  of  mlsety  baptised  in  taaie.' 

Bums  seemed  much  afVceted  In-  tlie  print,  or  rather  tlie 
ideas  which  it  suirjiested  to  liis  niimi.  lie  actually  slied 
tears.  He  asked  whose  the  lines  were,  and  it  chanced  tliat 
nobody  but  myself  remembered  that  they  occur  in  a  liulf- 
for^tton  poem  of  Lanfrhome's,  called  by  the  unpromising 
title  of  the  '  Justice  of  Peace.'  I  whispered  my  information 
to  a  friend  present,  who  mentioned  it  to  Burns  who  re- 
warded me  with  a  looli  and  a  word  which,  though  in  mere 
civility,  I  then  received,  and  still  recollect,  with  great  plea- 
sure. His  person  was  strong  and  robust;  his  manners  rustic, 
not  clownish;  a  sort  of  dignified  plainness  and  simplicity, 
which  received  part  of  its  effect  perhaps  from  one*s  know- 
ledge of  his  extraordinary  talents.  His  features  are  repre- 
sented in  Nasmyth's  picture;  but  to  me  conveys  the  idea 
that  they  are  diminished,  as  if  seen  in  persj>ective.  I  think 
his  countenance  was  mure  niassi\  e  than  it  looks  in  any  of 
the  portraits.  1  would  have  taken  the  poet,  had  I  not  known 
what  he  was.  for  a  very  sagacious  country  farmer  of  the  old 
Scotch  sclii  <  1 ;  that  is,  none  of  your  modern  agrieiiiturists, 
who  keep  labourers  for  their  drudgery,  but  the  doitse  yuid- 
man  who  held  his  o^n  plough.   There  was  a  strong  ex- 
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pression  of  sense  and  shrewdness  in  all  his  lineaments:  the 
eye  alone,  I  tliink,  indicated  the  poetical  character  and 
temperament.  It  was  large,  and  of  a  cast  which  glowed,  I 
say  literally  glowed;  when  he  spoke  with  feeling  or  interest. 
I  never  saw  such  another  eye  in  a  human  head,  though  I 
have  seen  the  most  distinguished  men  of  my  time.  His 
conversation  expressed  perfect  self-confidence,  without  the 
slightest  presumption.  Among  the  men  who  were  Uie  most 
learned  of  their  time  and  countiy,  he  expressed  himself  with 
perfect  firmness,  but  without  the  least  intrusive  forwardness; 
and  when  he  differed  iti  opinion,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  ex- 
press it  Hrmly,  yet  at  the  same  time  with  modesty.  I  have 
only  to  add  that  his  (hcss  c(>riet.ponded  with  liis  manner. 
He  was  like  a  furuier  dressed  in  his  best  to  dine  with  the 
kird.** 

^^^^  In  the  following  year,  1787,  Burns  visited  Edin- 
burgh again,  when  he  resided  witli  Mr.  William 
Cruikshank,  one  of  the  teachers  in  the  High  School,  at  his 
house,  now  No.  30  James's  Square. 

It  was  during  his  first  visit  to  the  Scottish  metropolis, 
that  Bums  brought  out  with  Creech,  the  well  known  pub- 
lisher, the  second  edition  of  his  poems,  and  he  soon  after 
began  to  furnish  Johnson,  an  Edinburgh  engraver  of  con- 
siderable literary  taste,  for  his  Seoti  Mmieal  Musetim,  with 
some  of  those  beautiful  lyrics  which,  along  with  those  that 
lie  st'iit  to  George  Thomson  at  a  later  period,  liave  become 
as  it  were  houscliold  words  throughout  Scotland. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  original  document  of  n<_a'ee- 
ment  between  Burns  and  ( 'roocli,  for  the  copyright  of  his 
Poems.  It  will  be  seen  from  it  tliat  Henry  Mackenzie,  the 
author  of  the  *  Man  of  Feelings*  was  the  mediating  friend  on 
the  occasion,  and  the  Memorandum  is  interesting  a*?  con- 
nected with  the  life  of  Bums  during  his  visit  to  Auld  Keekie, 
and  with  the  literary  history  of  Edinburgh  at  that  period, 
although  reading  in  it  of  Mr,  Bums,  appvoxunates  some- 
what with  the  idea  of  reading  of  Mr,  JuHm  Qnar, 
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**  MBMOBAlTlNni  OP  AOBIBMBNT  BBTWIXT  MB.  OBBBCB  AM  UR. 

BVBSia,  BBtPBornro  thb  profbbtt  of  kb.  bubws's  pobms. 

*'  liy  advice  of  friends,  Mr.  Burns  having  resolved  to  dispose  of  the 
property  of  his  pooms,  ami  huMug  consulted  witli  Mr,  Henry 
M'Konzie  upon  tho  .subject,  Mr.  Creech  niet  with  Mr.  liuriis  at 
Mr.  3>I'Konzio's  house  upon  Tuesday  the  17th  April,  1787,  in  thi* 
evenini:,  and  they  three  having  retired  ;iiul  conversed  upon  the 
subject,  Mr.  liurns  and  Mr.  Creech  referred  the  sum  to  be  named 
by  Mr.  M'Kenzie,  as  l>eing  well  acquainted  with  matters  of  this 
kind,  when  Mr,  M'Kenzie  said  he  tliought  Mr.  Burns  should  have 
a  Hundred  Guineas  for  the  property  of  his  poems.  Mr.  Creech 
said,  that  he  agreed  to  the  proposal,  but  as  Scotland  was  amply 
.supplied  with  the  very  numerous  Edition  now  printed,  ho  would 
write  to  Mr.  Cadell  of  London  to  know  if  ho  would  take  a  share 
of  the  Book,  but  at  any  rate  Mr.  Bums  should  have  the  money 
named  by  Mr.  M'Keneie,  which  Mr.  Burns  most  cordially  agreed 
to,  and  to  make  over  the  property  upon  these  terms  whenever 
Mr*  Creech  required  him. 

**  Upon  Hondftj  the  23d  of  April,  1787,  Mr.  Creech  informed 
Mr.  Bums  thAt  he  bed  remwned  in  town,  expecting  Mr.  CadeU*a 
answer  for  three  deyt  ea  to  his  takii^  «  ahsre  of  the  property  of 
the  poems,  but  that  he  received  no  answer,  yet  be  would  do  as 
formerly  proposed,  and  agreed  to  take  the  whde  upm  himself 
that  Mr.  Bums  might  be  at  no  uncertainty  in  the  matter. 

"  Upon  thb  both  perties  eon^erad  the  transaetion  as  finished." 

**  £dinbubob»  October  23d,  1787. 

**  On  demand,  I  promise  to  pay  to  Mr.  Bobert  Burns,  or  order. 
One  Hundred  OuineM,  Value  received. 

(Signed)  William  Obbbcb. 

^  Beoeived  the  Contents. 
(Signed)  Bobbbt  Bubvs." 

Robert  Dundas  of  Amiston,  bom  1713,  was  the 

1787* 

son  of  the  first  Lord  PreskLent  Dundas.   He  at- 
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tended  the  Univor^Jity  of  Edinburgh.  lie  l)e{  anie  Sohcitor 
General  for  Scotland  in  1742,  and  four  years  afterwards 
Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Advocates,  aiid  ill  1754  M.P.  for 
the  county  of  Mid-Lothian,  and  six  years  subsequently  was 
raised  to  the  head  of  liis  profession  us  Lord  President  of  the 
Court  of  Session.  He  was  dignified  and  calm  as  a  jodge. 
He  died  at  his  house,  Adam  Square,  Edinburgh,  13tb  De- 
cember, 1787. 

fito{|ra))|»»  Notice  of  Sbiv  Jfamrs  i^utttn*  UUit* 

Sir  .Tatncs  Hunter  Blair,  the  son  of  Mr.  John 

1787. 

IIuntiT,  merchant,  Ayr,  was  bom  tliere  in  17-11. 
lie  was  apprenticed  to  the  Mo-^i-s.  Contts,  bankeis  m  Kdin- 
burtjli,  IT.^G,  and  Sir  William  F(lrlJL•^  aiul  lie  lucami'  ])artncrs 
in  the  concern  in  17(»3.  Ilemaiiied  ^H':s  Blair  ot'Duri.'ikev 
in  1770,  and  in  1781  was  clidsen  MrmlxT  of  Parliament  for 
Edinburgh;  three  years  after  lie  became  Chief  Magistrate  of 
the  city.  The  erection  of  the  South  Brid«re  was  arranged 
by  his  persevering  exertions.  Hunter  Square  and  Blair 
Street  derive  their  names  from  him.  Sir  James  died  in  1 787. 

The  Black  Turnpike  near  the  Tron  Church,  tlie 
identical  house  to  which  Queen  Mary  was  taken  for 
a  night  after  hor  surrender  at  Cai'berry,  was  removed  in 
1788  to  complete  the  plans  for  the  South  Bridge. 

The  improved  mode  of  carrying  the  Post  Office  mail, 
which  was  originated  by  Mr.  Palmer,  was  introduced  in 
Edinburgh  10th  April,  17«H8,  and  tlie  new  system  excited 
so  much  interest  in  the  Scottish  metropolis,  that  when  the 
coach  set  oiX  i'vom  Kamsay's  Inn  or  Hotel,  St.  Miiry's  Wynd, 
then  one  of  the  priiiei|'al  liostelries  in  Edinburgh,  a  great 
crowd  Wiis  iissembled  to  witnos  its  departure,  a.*i  one  of  the 
trvents  of  the  age.  It  then  took  sixty  hours  to  accomplish 
the  journey  to  London. 

William  Brodie,  a  man  who  had  occupied  the  position  of 


bigiiized  by  Google 


1786. 


« 

2C5 


Deacon  of  the  Wrights;  and  who  had  been  addicted  to 
gambUng,  in  was  found  guilty  of  robbing  the  Excise 
Office  in  Chesscrs  Court,  Canongate,  and  was  executed  for 
the  crime  in  October  of  that  year. 

iSiograpllic  NotCte  of  seitlltam  l^urtas, 

William  Murrav,  Earl  of  Mansfield,  was  bom  at 
Perth,  1705.    He  studied  at  Oxford,  and  was  called 

to  the  bar  in  1731.  After  the  Porteous  mob  in  1736,  he  was 
employed  by  ihc  Tt)wn  Council  of  Ediuburgli  to  oppose  a 
bill  which  had  passed  the  Peers  for  degrading  the  then 
Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgli,  to  abolish  the  Town  Guard, 
and  take  awav  the  irates  at  the  Netherbow  Port.  His  ex- 
ertions  at  that  time  were  considered  to  have  in  a  great  degree 
contributed  to  tlie  removal  of  the  most  obnoxious  clauses  of 
the  bill)  and  the  Town  Council  pi'esentod  him  with  the  free- 
dom of  the  city  in  a  gold  box.  In  1754  Murray  became 
Attorney  General,  and  two  years  after  Lord  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Eing^s  Bench.  He  was  created  Earl  of  Mansfield  in 
1756.   He  died  in  1788. 


Lofmn  the  poet  was  bom  in  Mid-Lothian  1748. 

1788.  r  -7 

He  was  edticated  ut  the  University  of  Edinburgh, 

and  was  al'terwurtU  tutor  to  the  svell  known  Sir  John  Sin- 
clair. 

Loi^an  edited  the  remains  of  his  biother  ]>oet  Michael 
Bruce  in  1770.  He  was  licensed  as  a  ])rea<  liei-  by  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Edinburgh,  and  ordaiue<l  minister  of  South  Leith 
in  1773.  lie  was  the  author  of  some  of  the  most  beautiful 
paraphrases  in  the  collection  published  by  the  General  As- 
sembly in  1781.  Logan  delivered  a  course  of  lectures  on 
the  Philosophy  of  Uistoiy  in  St.  Mary*s  Chapeli  £din- 
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hiirgli,  in  1780,  a  j)art  of  wliicli  wa^  publi>li(.'d  two  years 
after.  His  poems  swiv  jjublished  the  same  year,  and  his 
traiicdv  of  '  Runuamede '  the  l'ullo\vin<r  \vm'.  He  became 
\ni  popular  and  resigned  hU  clerical  charge,  lie  died  iii 
1788. 

Two  volumes  of  his  sermons  appeared  after  his  death.  In 
point  of  composition  tlieir  stjle  is  very  beautiful. 


BtograyHir  Notice  of  miUim  0ttltu»  HSititlr. 

William  Julius  Micklc  was  bom  at  Laneholm 
in  1734.  He  was  educated  at  Edinburgh,  and  was 
afterwards  in  business  there  as  a  brewer,  but  was  un- 
fortunate in  trade.  He  was  subsequently  corrector  of  the 
University  pres.s  at  Oxfoi-d.  His  translation  of  the  Lusiad 
of  Camoens  appeared  in  1775.  He  died  at  Forest  Hill,  in 
the  county  of  Oxford,  178H.  Ili'^  |>oftical  works  were  pub- 
lished in  3  vols.  8vo  in  1807,  with  a  lilc  ot  the  author. 

TliL'  foundatioii-stone  of  a  j>iilt'ii(iiil  new  buildinc 
1789.  ... 

for  the  I^iiivei*sity  of  Edinburgh,  from  a  design  by 

Robert  Adam,  was  laid  by  Lord  Napier,  Itith  November, 

1789,  in  presence  of  a  numi>er  of  the  nobility  and  public 

bodies  of  Edinburgh. 


ISiograpfitc  Xottcc  of  ^ir  ^i)oma»  IHtllrr, 
%or2l  )^t(»iD(ut  of  ti^£  Couti  of  ^i^&dion. 

Sir  Thomas  Miller,  Lord  President  of  the  Court 
of  Session,  was  the  son  of  William  Miller,  Writer  to 
the  Signet  in  Edinburgh,  and  was  bom  1717,  passed  Advo- 
cate 1748,  and  in  1749  became  Solicitor  General  for  Scot- 
land, the  following  year  Lord  Advocate.  He  was  a]>)K>inted 
Lord  Justice  Clerk  in  1760,  and  in  1788  Lord  President, 
and  created  a  baronet.  He  died  1789.  He  waii  tlie  father 
of  Lord  Glculce. 
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IBiogrartte  itotict  of  W&UOim  MUn. 

Dr.  William  Cullen  was  bom  in  Lanarkshire, 

1790 

15th  Apiily  1710.  He  was  educated  at  Edinburgh. 
He  and  some  companions  established  a  useful  adjunct  to  the 
Boyal  Infirmaxy,  by  the  institation  of  the  Medical  Society 
in  17d4.  It  hegfM  by  a  few  students  meeting  once  a  fortnight 
at  their  lodgings  and  reading  a  dissertation  in  English  or 
Latin  on  some,  medical  subject.  In  1736  he  commenced 
business  as  a  surgeon  at  Hamilton.  He  afterwards  resided 
at  Glasgow  and  lectured  there,  and  was  appointed  Professor 
of  Medicine  in  1751.  He  was  elected  Professor  of  Che- 
mistry in  the  University  of  Edinburgh  in  1756,  and  ten 
years  aiter  was  transferred  to  the  cliair  of  the  Theory  of 
Meflicine  in  tlie  same  college,  and  in  1773  succeeded  Gre- 
goiy  as  Protessor  of  the  practice  of  IMiysic.  llis  work  on 
this  branch  of  medical  science  was  published  two  years 
later,  and  circulated  ray)i(lly  thronghout  Europe,  lie  re- 
signed his  chair  in  171^9,  and  died  5th  1)  ebruary,  171)0. 


]Slo||ra)ifiic  Uttitkt  of  Sr.  nam  SMU^. 

One  of  the  most  eminent  philoeophers  of  modem 
times,  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  was  born  at  Kirkcaldy,  5th 
Jane,  1728,  and  studied  at  Glasgow  and  Oxford  Univer- 
sities. In  1757  he  became  Professor  of  Logic  at  Glasgow 
College^  and  the  following  year  was  transferred  to  the  Moral 
Philosophy  chav.  His  'Theory  of  Moral  Sentiments*  ap- 
peared in  1759^  a  work  so  beantiful  and  eloquent  that  Dr. 
Thomas  Brown  was  wont  to  say  of  it,  that  it  should  be  read 
by  "  all  people  that  on  earth  do  dwell though  he  detracted 
from  Its  beauty  by  afterwards  taking  out  a  very  fine  passaire 
on  the  Atonement.  He  resigned  his  professional  chair  in  1 7(i3, 
and  acconi]»unied  Ilenrs'  Duke  of  Buccleiich  as  travelhn^ 
'  tutor  in  his  Continental  travels.  His  great  woik  vii  the 
<  Wealth  of  Nations/  which  contains  the  germ  of  the  princi- 
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j)les  of  the  modern  science  of  political  economy,  was  pub- 
lished ill  1776.  lie  was  appointed  one  of  tlie  coniniission-' 
ers  of  the  Board  of  Customs  in  Scotland,  and  thereafter 
l)ecame  a  citizen  of  Edinburgh,  mingling  in  the  first  litenuy 
circles  till  his  death  in  1790.  For  tlie  last  twelve  yean  of 
his  life  he  resided  in  a  large  old  mansion  house  in  the 
Canongate,  called  Panmure  House. 


Btograplitc  iloKce  of  2lr.  Robert  i^ntr^. 

Dr.  liobert  Henrv,  the  liistcuiau,  was  hoi  u  iu  Stir- 
1790>  ' 

linirshire,  1718.    He  studied  at  the  Uuiversitv  ot" 

Edinhurtfh.  lie  became  miiiistcr  of  tin."  Xcw  Grevfnars 
church  in  17GrS,  and  iMi!;ht  years  afterwjirds  was  trans- 
lated to  tlie  Old  Chureh  parish  in  Edinburgh.  He  under- 
took a  '  Ilistoiy  of  Britain  tnun  the  time  of  Julius  Caesar.' 
The  first  volume  appeared  in  1771,  and  other  four,  previous 
to  his  death,  which  took  place  in  17D0.  He  left  materials 
for  a  sixth  volume,  w  hich  was  afterwards  published  j  and  of 
the  complete  work,  which  showed  considerable  historical  re- 
search, there  have  been  five  editions  published. 

In  1791,  the  population  of  Edinburgh  and  Leith 
was  found  by  the  census  of  that  year  to  be  tfO,000. 


ISiograyfito  Notice  of  i^rO  i^aliOo. 

Txord  lladdo  was  the  son  of  the  Earl  of  Aljer- 
u,  and  elder  brother  of  the  well  known  Edin- 
burgh citi/AMi,  Lord  Kockville.  In  1782  he  married  a 
sister  of  Sir  David  Baird.  As  Grand  Master  Mason  of 
Scotland,  he  laid  the  foundation-stone  of  the  South  Bridge 
in  Edinburgh.  lie  died  in  1701.  The  late  prime  minister 
of  Great  Britain,  the  lilarl  of  Aberdeen,  was  the  eldest  son  • 
of  this  Lord  lladdo. 
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^^^^  Dr.  Thomas  Blacklock,  the  blind  poet,  or  as  he 
should  rather  be  called,  the  blind  man,  was  bom  at 
Annaa  in  1721.  He  lost  his  sight  from  smallpox  when  an 
infant.  He  came  to  Eklinbiii||^  in  1741,  and  studied  at  the 
Univer8at}\  A  second  edition  of  his  poems  was  published 
there  in  1754,  the  first  having  appeared  at  Glasgow.  Home, 
the  anthor  ci  Donglas,  describes  him  as  a  Strang  creature 
to  look  at,  a  weakly  under  thing,"  Bams  says,  "  lie  had  a 
clear  head  and  excellent  heart,"  and  states  that  lie  exj  t  i  it  need 
much  kiiiiitiess  from  hitn.  lie  long  resided  in  Edinbui'gli, 
and  kept  boarders  in  his  hon.se,  studies  he  superin- 

tended. Dr.  iilacklock  mingled  in  the  best  literary  circles 
of  the  Seottisli  nietropoh's.  lie  died  tliere  7th  July,  1791, 
and  was  buried  at  St.  Cutlibert's  Old  Chapel  of  Ease,  where 
there  is  an  epitaph  on  his  tombstone,  written  bj  Dr.  Beattie. 

Application  havini?  been  ineffectual] v  made  to 

1792.  * 

Mr.  Pitt,  for  a  reform  of  the  Scottish  Burghs  in 
1787,  the  subject  was  afterwards  taken  up  by  Fox  and 
Sheridan,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  after  various 
dilatoiy  parliamentary  proceedings,  a  serious  riot  took  place 
in  Edinburgh  in  1791,  caused  by  Henry  Dundas,  afterwards 
Lord  Melville,  having  opposed  the  Scottish  Burgh  Reform* 
The  military  were  cdled  out,  and  some  of  the  people  killed 
and  wounded. 


SiogravliCc  Notice  of  Sfftttliam  STstler. 

William  Tytler  of  Woodhouselee,  was  bom  in 

1792. 

Edinburgh  1711.  He  was  admitted  a  Writer  to 
the  Sin;net  in  1744.  His  *  I nrjniry,  historical  and  critical, 
into  the  Evidence  against  Marj',  Queen  of  Scots,  and  an 
Examination  of  the  Histones  of  Dr.  Robertson  and  ^fr. 
Uume  with  respect  to  that  Evidence,'  appeared  in  1759. 


Digitized  by  Go  .^i^^ 


270 


niSTORT  OF  EDINBURGH. 


His  arguments  were  iii  favour  of  Mar}-,  it  became  jjopular, 
and  reached  four  editions.  In  1783  lie  published  *The  Po- 
etical Remains  of  James  the  First.  King  of  Scotland,'  with 
an  able  critic  al  dissertation  on  his  life  and  writings.  He 
also  wrote  the  Essay  on  Scottish  Music,  appended  to  Amot*s 
History  of  Edinburgh.   He  died  12tb  September,  1792. 

lSiogta9|)t(  Xotice  of  Hobrrt  ^Oam* 

Robert  Adam,  the  eminent  architect,  was  bom  at 

1792.  . 

Edinburgh  iti  1728.    His  father,  William  Adam, 

was  aUu  an  architect  of  some  distinction ;  the  Roval  liifir- 
nuiry  of  Kfliiiburgli  was  one  of  the  productions  ut  his  arclii- 
tectural  s^kill.  K(il)ert  Adam  w:is  educated  at  Edinburirh 
Univ(M*sity,  niui  aitt-rw  ard^;  spent  a  few  years  in  Italy.  He 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Royal  and  Antiquarian  Socie- 
ties of  Edinburgh,  and  in  ]  7<>8  represented  Kinross-shire  in 
Parliament.  The  Adcl))hi  buildings  of  London  and  the 
General  Register  House  of  Edinburgh,  are  monuments  of 
liis  architectural  taste, — the  latter  decidedly  one  of  the 
greatest  ornaments  of  the  New  town  of  Edinbui^i.  He 
died  in  1792. 


l$togi:apt)t(  Xoticc  of  a^rO  l^aaeit. 

David  Daln  mple,  Lord  Hailes,  was  bom  at  Ed- 
1792.  .       '  .  . 

inburgh  in  172(5,  was  appointed  a  judge  in  17()<i. 

Of  a  considerable  variety  ot"  literar\'  ^V(  )l  k^  w  liich  lie  u  rote, 
his  *  Annals  of  Scotland'  is  probably  the  most  valuable,  be- 
ing full  of  curious  historical  research.  The  work  was  com- 
pleted in  1779.  I/ord  Hailes,  as  well  as  Lord  Karnes,  re- 
sided many  yeais  in  New  Street,  Canongate. 

As  an  accurate  historical  author  his  name  ranks  veiy 
high.  He  was  a  man  of  unwearied  literaiy  research,  and  as 
a  judge  was  distinguished  by  high  charactw  and  integrity. 

Lord  Hailes  died  29th  November,  1792. 
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Sfttograiiijir  Xomc  of  jrotjn  %timt, 
STiiuii  SArl  of  Bm* 

^       The  third  I^arl  of  Bute  was  boni  in  the  Parlia- 
17s8 

mcnt  Square,  Ediiiburgh,  in  1713.  He  8ucceede»l 
his  fatlier  as  Earl,  1723,  and  in  1736  married  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  tlie  celebrated  auth(3rcss  Lady  Mar\'  Wortley  Mon- 
tagu. He  had  a  principal  charge  of  the  early  education  of 
Creor^  III.,  with  whom  he  was  a  great  &vouiite,  and  he 
became  his  prime  minister  soon  afler  his  accession  to  tlie 
throne,  but  resigned  after  conchiding  the  peace  of  Paris 
in  1763.  He  was  addicted  to  literature  and  science,  and 
wrote  a  work  on  English  Plants^  in  nine  voiiunes  ito. 
He  was  chosen  President  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  on 
its  institution  at  Edinbuigh  in  1780,  and  the  Botanic  Gar- 
den of  Edinburgh  in  connection  with  the  Univenrity  owes 
its  origin  to  him.  It  was  said  that  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
afterwards  G«oige  III.,  visited  Edinburgh  ineogmtOf  two 
years  before  his  accession  to  the  throne,  in  company  with 
Loid  Bute.   The  Earl  died  1 792. 


Alexander  Gordon,  Eord  Uockville,  was  a  son 
1792.  ^.  .  '  . 

of  William,  Earl  of  Ai)enioen,  ajul  was  born  in  1  731>, 
|»a';sed  Advocate  1759,  and  was  elevated  to  tlie  bench  in 
1781.  He  long  resided  in  the  close  on  the  southern  side  of 
the  Castle-hill,  called  from  him  Rockvilles  Close.  He  atler- 
waids  removed  to  St.  Andrew's  Square.  He  married  the 
Countess  of  Dumfries  and  Stair. 

Lord  Bockville  figured  as  a  sort  of  eccentric  Edinburgh 
character,  and  died  in  1792. 

In  1793,  Sheridan  carried  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  to  consider 
the  petitions  of  the  royal  burghs  of  Scotland  for  a  reform  of 
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their  iiueniul  tioveriiuieiit,  but  tin-  ;itrociiici»  ol  tlie  iW(»Iii- 
tionary  proceedings  in  Fnince  created  so  njucli  alarm  in 
Great  Britain  as  to  put  an  eilectual  barrier  even  against  the 
granting  of  Scottish  bur«rli  reform. 

At  tile  early  period  of  tin-  Frencli  Kevolution^  it  was 
fondly  hoped  in  Great  Britain  that  the  cause  of  rational 
freedom  might  liave  })redoininuted,  but  when  the  dreadful 
massacres  occurred  in  Paris  in  1792,  and  France  became  a 
wide  scene  of  scaffolds  and  bloodshed,  and  the  French  Con- 
vention tried  and  executed  Louis  XVI.  early  in  1793,  a 
^neral  revuliion  of  deling  naturally  took  place,  and  those 
who  had  been  warmly  and  with  great  enthusiasm  advocating 
Parliamentary  Reform  were  treated  with  the  most  marked 
severity. 

Tiiis  period  in  Kdinl)urf]fh  has  l\(  r  sinei'  licL'n  designated 
ns  the  time  of  llic  Friends  of  the  Peojilo.  The  name  was 
derived  from  a  Convention  ftf  deleL'ates  of  tiie  Societies 
called  the  Friends  of  the  People,  liavinc^  assembled  in 
Edinbiu'gh  11th  Decemher,  1702.  Political  feelin<^  then 
runninf^  very  high,  a  counter-association  styling  itself  Friemls 
of  the  Constitution  was  also  formed;  the  former  was  attend- 
ed by  the  keen  advocates  of  Parliamentary  Keform,  the 
latter  by  its  opponents.  The  government  resolved  to  take 
decided  stejis  against  these  men,  whose  views  they  deemed 
pregnant  with  danger  to  tlie  country — now  engaged  in  a 
formidable  war  with  France.  The  result  was  a  series  of 
trials  in  Edinburgh  for  sedition.  The  first  of  these,  which 
t(x»k  place  30th  August,  17i)3,  was  that  of  Thomas  Muir, 
£s([.,  Advocate,  Younp^er  of  Huntershill,  a  young  and  warm 
enthusiast  for  Parliamentary  reform.  A  jury  found  him 
"  Cfuilty,"  and  he  was  sentenced  by  the  High  Court  of  Jus- 
ticiary to  he  transported  beyond  seas  for  fourteen  years. 
The  fate  of  this  young  man  excited  cuiiiHiileruhle  interest. 
Mr.  William  Adam,  aftenvards  Lord  Chief  Conunissiouer 
of  the  Jury  Court  in  Scotland,  moved  in  the  lioiise  of  Com- 
mons some  months  a^r,  that  the  records  of  the  proceedings 
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of  Mini's  trial  be  laid  beforo  Parliament^  with  a  view  to  the 
remianoii  of  the  sentenoe  agaiiut  him,  but  a  large  majority 
voted  against  this  motion.    Muir  was  then  sent  to  Botany 

Bay.  His  stor)'  haviiifr  excited  interest  in  America,  a  ship 
was  sent  from  New  York  to  Sydney  to  release  Idni.  He 
(•!Td)ark(Ml  in  it  lltli  February,  1796.  The  vessel  was 
wreckeci  near  Nootka  Sound,  on  the  west  coast  of  North 
America,  and  only  Muir  and  two  sailors  were  saved.  They 
were  taken  by  Indians,  but  he  soon  escaped,  and  after  tra- 
velling several  thonsand  nn'les  along  the  western  coast  of 
America,  lie  aniveil  at  Panama;  tVuin  there  he  went  to  Vera 
Cruz  in  Mexico.  He  then  took  shipping  to  the  Havannah. 
After  being  imprisoned  at  Cuba,  he  sailed  in  a  Spanisli  fri- 
gate for  Cadiz,  which  was  tak^  near  that  port  by  a  British 
irigate.  In  the  action}  Mnir  was  so  severelj  wounded,  that 
he  was  thought  dead,  and  was  abont  to  be  thrown  over- 
board, when  some  symptoms  of  life  appeared,  and  a  book  fell 
from  his  hand,  on  which  was  inscribed:  This  Bible  pr^ 
sented  to  Thomas  Muir  bj  his  afflicted  but  affectionate 
mother,"  and  the  officer  who  thus  Ibund  him  happened  to  be 
one  of  his  early  schoolfellows. 

Muir  Iai\ded  at  Bordeaux,  November,  1797,  and  was  soon 
after  received  with  threat  honour  at  Paris,  where  a  deputa- 
tion from  the  French  government  waited  on  him. 

Muir  died  at  Chantilly  near  Paris,  27tli  September,  1798. 

The  iH'xt  of  this  series  of  trials  for  sedition,  was  that  of 
William  ISkirving,  a  respectable  farmer  near  Edinburgh, 
who  had  been  a  candidate  for  tlie  chair  of  Agriculture  in  the 
Universily  of  Edinburgh,  and  who  acted  as  Secretary  to  the 
Convention  of  the  Friends  of  the  People.  Some  of  the  Ma- 
gistrates dispersed  a  meeting  they  held  in  BlackfHars  Wynd, 
5th  December,  1793^  and  a  few  days  afterwards  the  Lord 
Provost  signed  a  wanant  for  Skirving^s  apprehension.  He 
was  also  sentenced  to  fourteen  yean  bmushmenL 
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Francis  Garden,  Lord  Gardenstone,  died  at  liis 
house  at  Morningside  in  the  suburbs  oi"  Edinburghj 
22d  July,  He  was  born  in  1721,  and  raised  to  the 

bench  in  17 64.  He  founded  the  beautiful  temple  of  Hygda, 
St  Bernard's  Well,  Stockbridge,  in  the  year  1769.  He  was 
a  man  oonsideiable  benevolence^  eccentricity)  and  of  some 
literary  taste* 


]$iogtdjpt)it  Xotice  of  Br.  WiiXli&m  iclobcrtdon. 

Dr.  William  Robertson,  Principal  of  the  Uni- 
versity, died  at  the  mansion  honse  of  Grange  on  the 
south  Side  of  the  city,  11th  Jnne^  1798.  This  celebrated 
historian  was  bom  at  Borthwick,  in  the  county  of  Edin* 

burgh,  1721,  was  educated  at  Edinbun»:h  University,  be- 
came minister  ot"  Gladsmuir  in  174.H,  and  juiued  a  corps  of 
volunteers  in  defence  of  the  Scottish  capital  in  1745.  His 
*  History  of  Scotland '  appeared  in  1759.  In  1 761  he  became 
minister  of  the  Old  Gre^-friars  Church,  and  Principal  of  tlie 
University  in  \1&2.  Two  years  afterwards  tlie  office  of 
Historiographer  to  tlie  King  was  revived  in  his  favour  with 
a  salary  of  £200  a-year.  In  1777,  his  '  History  of  the  reign 
of  Charles  V.'  appeared.  The  copyright  of  the  work  yielded 
him  about  £5,000.  His  *  History  of  America  *  was  pn!)- 
lished  in  1778,  and  his  last,  timugh  not  the  least  able,  of  his 
historical  works^  the  *  Disquisition  on  India,'  appeared  in 
1791.  He  was  long  the  leader  of  the  moderate  party  in  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  and  was  well  known  In  Edinburgh  as 
a  conspicuous  citizen.  His  eldest  son  became  a  judge  of  tlie 
Court  of  Session  as  Lord  Robertson;  his  second,  James,  was 
a  general  in  the  army,  and  long  i^ded  In  the  suburbs  of 
the  city ;  his  youngest  aon  David,  lieutenant-colonel  in  the 
army,  married  the  heiress  of  Kinlochmoidart.  His  eldest 
duugliter  married  Patrick  Brj'done,  author  of  the  ^  lour  in 
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Malta,'  and  was  grandmother  of  the  present  Earl  of  Minto. 
Hb  second  daughter  married  John  Russell,  Esq.  Principal 
IU)beit80ii  vas  grand-uncle  to  Lord  Brougham. 

The  third  trial  for  sedition  at  that  period,  was 
that  of  Maurice  Margarot,  which  took  place  13th 
January,  1794. 

Mat^arot  was  a  merchant  in  London,  and  came  to 
Edinburgh  as  a  delegate  to  the  Friends  of  the  People.  He 
appears  to  have  been  a  man  of  considerable  talent  and 
education,  and  to  have  not  a  little  bothered  old  McQueen 
of  Brazfidd,  who  presided  on  tlie  justiciaEj  bench  as  Lord 
Justice  Clerk  at  his  trial.  As  a  specimen  of  the  way  in 
which  this  was  done,  Marfijarot  inquired  at  the  judge 
what  was  become  of  Lhe  LuiJ  Justice  General  who  shoulii 
have  presided  at  the  trial,  saying,  if  he  is  absent  today, 
the  Lord  Justice  Clerk  may  be  away  to-morrow,  and 
some  of  the  lie<xes  may  be  left  to  be  tried  by  the  mat  rrs  of 
the  Court.  Braxrield  replied  in  his  homely  and  brusque, 
though  emphatic  style :  "There's  anengh  to  try  you  at  ony 
rate,  Mr.  Maigarot."  Margarot  was  the  only  one  of  these 
banished  men  who  survived  to  return  to  their  native  - 
country.    He  died  in  Scotland  in  1816. 

The  fourth  trial  took  place,  10th  March,  1794.  The  pan- 
nel  was  Joseph  Oemdd,  a  young  man  of  great  eloquence^ 
who  had  been  educated  under  the  celebrated  Dr.  Pair.  His 
sentence  was  the  same  as  that  of  the  others. 

The  two  last  of  the  series,  were  the  trials  of  Watt  and 
Downie,  Watt  was  an  uiformer,  and  fell  a  victim  in  the 
meshes  of  his  own  weaving.  He  was  executed  at  Edin- 
burgh, 15th  October,  1794.  Downie  was  reprieved. 

In  1794,  the  first  regiment  of  Royal  Edinburgh  Volun- 
teers was  raised. 
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James  Bruce,  the  celebrated  Abyssinian  traveller, 

1794. 

was  bom  1730.  He  attended  several  literary  classes 
at  the  University  of  Kdinbur^li  in  1747.  In  1763  he  went 
to  Algiei'8  as  Consul.  Tliis  probably  led  to  his  travels  into  the 
interior  of  Africa,  on  which  he  set  out  two  years  after,  and 
continued  for  nearly  nine  years  his  explorations  of  the  river 
Nile  and  the  country  of  Abyssinia.  He  returned  to  Europe 
in  1774.  His  great  work,  *  Travels  to  Discover  the  Sources 
of  the  Nile/  appeared  in  five  volumes  4to^  1790.  At  first 
many  of  his  statements  were  viewed  as  someM'liat  fabulons, 
such  as  tlie  AUvssinians  catiiiir  steaks  cut  from  the  liviiii: 
cow,  hut  other  tr;i\  l  IKms  testified  to  his  veracity.  He  died 
at  his  estate  of  Kinnainl  27th  Aj)ril,  He  was  a  man 

ot"  pniillfridiis  si/.e,  six  feet  four  inches  in  height,  and  ot' great 
obcMiy.  Dr.  Murray,  the  Orientalist,  edited  an  edition  of 
his  travels  in  1805,  to  which  he  prefixed  a  biographical 
memoir. 


Stograpi)tr  Xotfte  of  ifunfam  iSmelKf* 

William  Smellie,  an  £dinbni)sh  printer  and  litter- 
ateur, was  bom  in  the  city  in  1740,  and  attended 
the  High  School.  While  in  business  as  a  printer,  he  formed 
an  intimacy  with  some  of  the  most  distinguished  men  of  his 
day,  Dr.  Gregory,  Dngald  Stewart,  P^ident  Blaur,  ftc. 
Botany  was  one  of  his  favourite  scientific  pursuits,  and  he 
brought  out  a  volume  of  his  Essays,  entitled  the  *  Philo- 
sophy of  Natural  History.'  In  17()7  lie  l>ecaine  Editor 
of  the  Edinbnrtjh  Weekly  Journal  nowsj>api-r,  and  in  1771 
ot"  the  tii'st  edition  of  the  Eveyclopadia  Brifnunica,  which 
appeared  in  3  vols.  4to.  In  1773  he  was  co-editor  with  Dr. 
Gilbert  Stuart  of  the  Edinbnrnh  ^faar^:{ne  nnd  RerieiCy  a 
periodical  wliich  continued  for  three  years.  For  some  years 
he  was  a  partner  with  Creech,  the  distinguished  Edinburgh 


bigiiized  by  Google 


1795. 


277 


pubHslier  of  the  day,  antl  during  that  period  he  printed  tlic 
new  edition  of  the  Poems  of  Robert  Burns.  In  1780  he 
translated  Buffon*s  Natural  Histor)*,  and  ten  years  afler- 
^-ards  brought  out  his  *  Philoeopby  of  Natural  History.'  In 
1 793  he  was  elected  Secretary  to  the  Society  of  Antiquaiies. 
He  died  in  1795. 


iStograplU  Notice  of  i^orO  ^iietctomlis. 

Alexander  Abercfoinby^  Lord  Aberevomby,  was 
8  son  of  George  Abercromby  of  Tullibody,  and  a 
younger  brother  of  the  gallant  General  Sir  Ralph  Aber- 
croniby.   He  was  bom  in  1745,  passed  Advocate  1766,  and 

was  one  of  the  band  of  literati  who  established  Th^  Mirror 
in  Edinburgh  1779,  and  he  contributed  to  itj  and  also  to 
The  JA)Whier  in  17H<j.  \ih  papers  were  characterised  by  a 
tone  of  quiet  and  calm  philosophy.  He  was  elevated  to  the 
bench  in  1792;  and  died  in  1795. 


James  Boswell,  a  clew  and  amusing  literary 
character^  best  known  as  the  biographer  of  Dr. 
Samuel  Johnson,  was  boni  in  Edinburgh  in  1740.  His 
frther,  Lord  Aucliinleck,  was  a  staunch  Whig,  the  eon  a  de- 
termined Jacobite.  Boswell  was  educated  at  the  Univenity 
of  £dinbiB|;h.  He  first  met  with  Johnson  in  London  in 
1763.  After  lisiti  ng  the  Continent  he  passed  Advocate  in 
1766;  two  yean  aiter  he  brought  out  an  account  of  Gonica 
and  its  inhabitants.  His  intimacy  with  the  Corrican  gen- 
eral of  that  name,  gave  him  the  soubriqnet  of  Paoliy  and  lie 
had  the  gratification  of  a  visit  from  his  friend  General  Paoli 
in  Edinbui  ifli  ia  1769.  In  1773  the  Vraa  Major,  Dr.  John- 
son, caiae  to  Edinburgli  preparatory  to  his  Tour  to  the  He- 
brides:, and  was  doinieiled  with  Boswell  at  his  honse  in 
James's  Court,  where  he  was  introduced  to  a  number  of  the 
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Edinburgh  literary  characters  of  that  period.  Bosweli's 
'Life  of  Johnson  '  appeaivd  in  ITIM,  unquestionably  one  of 
the  most  interesting  biographies  of  modem  times,  being  in 
fact  a  daguerrotype  portrait  of  the  man.  Boswell  died  19th 
Maj,  1795. 

I^tograpl^u  Xotue  of  Bnm»  Craig. 

James  Craig,  the  architect  of  the  New  town  of 

Edinburt^li,  was  the  son  of  Mr.  William  Craig, 
merchant,  Edinburgli,  and  Mar}'  Thomson,  tlie  sister  of 
the  author  of  the  Seasons.  Twenty  years  after  he  pro- 
(hieed  the  plan  of  the  Xew,  lie  jtroposed  a  plan  for  remo- 
delling the  Old  town,  which  enihiaeeil  an  octagon  between 
the  North  and  South  Bridges,  and  the  Tron  Kirk  in  the 
centre,  and  a  eresccnt  stretching  from  the  foot  of  Infirmary 
Street  to  the  Horse  Wyud.  Craig  died  in  his  native  city, 
23d  June,  1795. 

B(ogra)^t)U  Nottrr  of  airiaiUi^r  itturra|{, 

Alexander  Murray^  Lord  Henderland,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Bklinburgh,  and  the  son  of  Archibald  Murray, 
of  llf  arrayfield,  Advocate. 

Murrayfield  is  a  locality  in  the  western  vicinity  of  the 
New  town,  which  has  now  become  studded  with  handsome 
modern  villus. 

Boswoll,  in  his  life  of  Johnson,  says  that  Lord  Ilenderland 
was  "  possessed  of  talents  wliirli  would  have  enabled  him  to 
have  shown  himself  to  advantage,  if  too  great  anxiety  had 
not  prevented  liim."  lie  was  niarned  to  a  niece  of  the 
Earl  of  Mansheld.  He  succeeded  Henry  Dundas,  the  first 
Visr  unt  Melville^  as  Solicitor  General  for  Scotland  in 
1775. 

There  is  a  monument  erected  to  his  memory  in  St  Cnth- 
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bert'ft  cburchyard.  The  following  inscriptiim  on  it  gives 
the  events  of  his  career: 

Here  are  depo^^it^d  the  Eeiuaius 
of 

Alexander  Murray,  of  Ilenderlund, 
Solicitor  General  for  Scotland  174"),  M. P.  for  the  Countv  of 
Pe<?bles  1780,  Lord  of  Session  and  Justiciary  1783,  born  11th 
May,  1730,  died  lOth  March,  1795,  and  of  Catherine,  his  wife, 
daughter  of  Sir  Alexander  Lindsay  of  Evelick,  born  Ist  January 
1737,  died  11th  December  1828.*» 

Lord  Henderkuid  left  two  sons,  William  Murray  of  Hen- 
derland,  who  died  in  1854,  and  the  present  Lord  Murray, 

one  of  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Session. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  liow  the  history  of  Edin- 
burgh is  occasionally  (  (mnected  with  the  hiNtory  of 
Europe.  Tlie  revolution  in  1^ Vance  led  to  the  decapitation  of 
Louis  XVI.,  and  in  1796  his  brother  the  Coimt  d'Artois, 
and  who  afterwards  succeeded  to  the  throne  of  France  as 
Charles  X.,  with  a  train  of  French  nobility  came  to  reside 
in  Edinburgh,  where  they  had  apartments  assigned  them  in 
the  palace  of  Holyiood. 

Fmm  the  great  scale  on  which  the  war  with  France 
was  then  conducted,  milttaiy  afiairs  assumed  a  prominent 
aspect  in  Edinbuigh  as  elsewhere.  New  large  military 
barracks  were  erected  on  the  west  side  of  the  Castle. 
Unfortimatelyy  instead  of  being  built  in  the  Gothic  style 
of  architecture  to  harmonise  with  the  ancient  fortress,  they 
present  the  appearance  of  a  plain  modem  bnUding. 

The  covaby  barracks  at  Piershill  near  the  dt^,  were  also 
built  about  the  same  period. 

On  tlie  aj)pearance  of  a  French  fleet  in  Bantn,^  Bay  in 
Irelunilj  December,  1796,  the  first  regiment  of  Koyal  Edin- 
buri^h  Vohintcers — tlie  Blues,  as  tliey  were  called — made  an 
otier  to  Lord  Adam  Uordon,  then  Commander  of  the  Forces 
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in  Scotland,  to  take  the  garrison  duty  of  £dmburgh  Castle 
in  case  of  need. 

John  Anderson,  A.M.,  spent  twenty-fi%'e  years  of 
his  early  life  iii  the  city  of  Edinburgh.  He  was  tutor 
tu  John  the  great  Duke  of  Ar^yle  and  Greenwich,  and  af'ter- 
waixls  minister  of  Dumbarton.  He  was  known  as  the  au- 
thor of  many  works  on  t  luirch  questions.  The  most  famous 
wns  h\<  '  Defence  of  PivNin  tenan  CJnirch  Government/ 
published  m  1714.  He  became  minister  of  tho  North  West 
church  of  Glasgow  in  1 722. 

His  son,  James  Anderson,  was  minister  of  Roseneath,  and 
his  grandson,  Professor  John  Anderson,  is  a  name  destined 
to  live  in  the  annaU  of  Scottish  literature  and  education. 
He  was  bom  at  Koseneath  1726,  and  was  appointed  Pro- 
cessor of  Oriental  Languages,  Glasgow,  in  1756.  His  *  In- 
stitates  of  Physics'  appeared  in  1786.  He  died  30th  Jann* 
ary,  1796,  leaving  his  whole  fortune  to  institute  AndtrsotCt 
Univerntyf  at  Glasgow — ^an  academy  which  has  now  a  strong 
band  of  professors,  and  supplies  courses  of  lectures  on  the 
various  branches  of  science  to  large  audiences. 

James  Macpliersoii,  known  bv  the  literary^  cojmo- 

1796.  .  ri 

men  of  Ossian  ^lacphei'son,  was  born  in  Inverness- 
shire  1738,  and  studied  at  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 
He  brought  out  ^  The  Highlander/  a  poem  in  six  cantos, 
printed  at  Edinburgh  in  duodecimo,  in  1758.  He  soon  after 
published  a  work,  entitled  *  Fragments  of  Ancient  Poetry, 
collected  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  and  translated  from 
the  Oaeli^  or  Erse  Language.*  At  this  time  he  was  tutor  in 
Graham  of  Balgowan's  family.  The  work  made  a  great 
sensation^  tod  was  read  with  enthusiasm.   Such  was  the 
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beginning  of  the  famous  Ossianic  controversy.  A  subscrip- 
tion was  got  up  to  send  Macpiienon  to  tlio  Highlands,  to 
procure  more  of  these  Gaelic  treasures.  In  1762  he  pub- 
lished *Fingal,  an  anci(  nt  Epic  Poem  in  six  books,  with 
other  poems  by  Ossian,  the  son  of  Fingalj  translated  from 
the  Gaelic'  The  fkme  of  these  poems  spread  over  Europe; 
they  were  translated  into  manjr  languages.  In  1763  aj>- 
peered '  Temoniy'  with  other  poems  by  Ossian,  but  the  en- 
thusiasm for  the  poetry  of  Ossian  had  now  somewhat  abated. 
Great  doubts  had  arisen  whetlier  they  were  genuine  Gaelic 
poetry,  or  Maepherson's  own  prodnctions.  The  literary 
world  was  divided  in  the  controversy.  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson 
deemed  them  spurious,  D.ivid  Hume  and  Adam  Smith  were 
dubious  on  the  point.  Dr.  IMaii  ami  LoiU  1\. a uk-s  considered 
them  autlic'iitic  produciions  of  tlio  Gael.  The  controversy 
has  long  since  diod  a  natural  death,  and  the  frcneral  opinion 
SLi-iiis  to  be,  tliat  Ossian  .s  poems  had  some  ori»i;inal  and  tra- 
ditional life  in  the  Gaelic  langu:i^e,  thon^di  Macpherson 
could  claim  the  chief  paternity.  He  subsequently  attempted 
a  translation  of  Homer's  Iliad,  which  was  a  failure.  In 
1775  he  brought  out  a  *  History  of  Great  Britain,  from  the 
Kestoration  to  the  Hanoverian  Succession.*  Macpherson 
died  at  his  estate  of  iklleviile^  Inveruess-shire^  17th  Feb- 
maiy,  1796. 


David  Allan,  a  well  known  Edinburgh  artist  and 
painter  of  his  day,  was  bom  at  Alloa  1744.  He 
attended  the  Foulis's  painting  academy  in  Glasgow  in  1755. 
About  1780  he  was  apj)ointed  Master  and  Director  of  the 
Academy  under  the  Board  of  Scottish  Trustees  in  Edin- 
burgh. He  publishe<l  an  edition  of  the  Gentle  Shepherd, 
with  amusin*;  drawings  in  1788.  He  also  executed  graphic 
and  humorous  iilostrations  of  Burubs  Poems.     lie  was 
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not  inappropriately  called  tlie  Scottish  Hogarth,  and  died  in 
Edinburgh,  6th  August,  1796. 

The  battle  of  Camj^erdown  was  fought  between 
the  British  and  Dtiteh  lleets,  11th  October,  1797. 
The  former  was  coinnianded  by  Adam  Duncan,  a  citizen 
of  Edinburgh,  who  resided  in  George  Square.  He  cap- 
tur  i  nine  sail  of  the  line,  and  took  the  Dutch  adoiinl, 
de  Winter,  prisoner.  The  city  ot  Edinburgh  was  splen- 
didly illuminated  in  honour  of  this  victozy,  on  16th  October, 
1797,  and  a  few  days  after,  Duncan  was  created  a  Brituh 
Peer.  The  word  Camperdown  became  the  faahionable 
name,  the  mm  de  guerre  in  Edinburgh.  Every  thing 
was  now  styled  Cctmperdawn^  and  it  became  so  general 
that  common  salt  was  actually  cried  through  the 
^  WhttU  ^uy  Can^ferdawn  iSoiit" 


Dr.  James  Hutton,  the  celebrated  author  of  the 

1797. 

*  Theory  of  the  Earth,*  was  bom  in  Edinbur£rh  1726. 
He  was  educated  tliere,  and  afterwards  took  liis  degree  as 
M.D.  at  Leyden,  in  1749.  He  Ibnned  a  copartnery  with 
Mr.  John  Davi^  with  whom  he  carried  on  a  manufactory  of 
Sal  Ammoniac  in  Edinburgh,  from  coal-soot.  His  partner 
was  hence  called  and  well  known  in  Edinbuigh  as  Sooti^ 
Davie,  Dr.  Hutton's  outline  of  the  *  Theory  of  the  Earth,* 
was  first  published  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society, 
and  appeared  in  a  more  complete  form  in  1796^  with  all  the 
facts  he  had  accumulated  in  support  of  it  during  his  many 
visits  to  different  parts  of  Europe.  He  died  26th  Maich^ 1797. 

A  negodation  for  peace  between  Great  Britain 
and  France  being  broken  off  in  a  way  that  rendered 
the  French  Directory  highly  unpopular  in  Britaini  the 
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country  came  fonvard  with  lar^  voluntarv  subscriptions  in 
aid  of  the  government,  and  the  premier  Pitt,  who  then  was 
"  the  pilot  that  weathered  the  stonn,"  The  city  of  E(h'n- 
burgh  was  most  liberal  on  the  occasion.  The  faculty  of 
Advocates  met,  and  voted  £2,000.  The  City  Corporation 
subscribed  £1,000,  followed  by  the  other  public  bodies,  and 
the  citizens  individually  subscribed  a  large  amount)  and  the 
enthnaasm  was  carried  bo  &r  that  there  was  even  a  ladies* 
•nbscription. 

The  intelligence  of  Nelson^s  victoiy — ^the  Battle  of  the 
Nile,  which  was  fought  on  1st  August,  1798,  when  nine 
French  shipa  of  the  line  were  taken  by  the  British,— caused 
groat  J^^dng.  On  6th  October,  1798,  a  mSitary  feu  de 
joie  took  place  on  the  occasion,  and  the  same  evening,  a  bril- 
liant illumination  of  the  city. 

On  the  last  Wednes(hiy  and  Thursday  of  May, 
1799,  there  dieci  iu  Etiinburgh,  two  men,  wlio  in  tlie 
political  history  of  the  preceding  pei-iod  liad  been  among  tlie 
most  conspicuous  of  her  citizens:  Tiie  Kight  Hon.  Robert 
MacQueen  o^  Braxfield,  Lord  Justice  Clerk,  who,  though  a 
man  of  thorough  honest,  blunt,  and  downright  character, 
was  deeply  imbued  with  the  ultra-tory  feelings  of  the  day, 
and  was  considered  so  detenuined  and  stem  in  his  career  as 
a  criminal  judge,  that  his  favourite  maxim  was  said  to  have 
been,  ''Hang  a  thief  when  he*8  young,  and  he'll  no  steal 
when  he's  add."  The  other  the  Lord  Provost,  Elder,  was 
three  differsnt  tiroes  called  to  fill  the  dvic  chair  of  Edin- 
burgh, during  the  stormy  period  of  the  French  Bevolation, 
and,  as  has  been  already  stated,  took  an  active  part  in 
breaking  up  the  associations  and  meetings  of  the  Friends  of 
the  People  and  the  British  Convention  in  Edinburgh.  At 
that  time  Robert  Dondas  of  Arniston,  afterwardij  Lord 
Chief  Baron,  an  upright  and  hononrable  niaiij  though  also 
probal)!}'  iinconscions  to  liimsclf,  with  his  mind  stionfly 
biassed  with  political  feeling,  was  Lord  Advocate,  and 
his  relative  Ueniy  Dundas,  afterwards  Lord  Melville^ 
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SerrotaTT  of  State  for  Home  Affairs,  with  almost  the  entire 
political  management  of  Scotland  in  his  hands. 

Elder's  services  to  these  i^nctionaries  as  well  as  to  Pitt,  who 
was  then  prime  minister,  were  deemed  of  tlie  highest  valae, 
and  he  was  admitted  to  their  private  social  intercourse.  The 
story  is  given,  we  believe  correctly,  that  on  one  of  his  visits 
to  London,  Provost  Elder  dined  at  Wimbledon  with  Dnndas 
and  Pitt  at  the  house  of  the  former,  when  after  spending  a 
pleasant  and  hap]>\  evening  to  rather  a  late  hoar,  Elder  in- 
quired in  the  morning  at  the  servant  of  his  host,  if  his  mas- 
ter and  Mr.  Pitt  were  ready  for  breakfast  yet,  "  Sir,"  said 
he,  "  they  set  off  to  London  this  morning  at  four  o'clock." 

The  Magistrates  and  denize iis  of  Edinburgh  seem  to  have 
been  very  ready  to  indicate  tb<  ir  loyalty  and  rejoicing  about 
this  time  on  all  public  occn>ii>ii8,  by  illuniinatitiir  flu'ir  citv. 
This  wns  again  done  on  ('itli  Scptenvber,  1791),  on  the  sur- 
render of  the  Dutch  fleet  to  Admiral  Mitcbell. 

Count  d'Artois,  afterwards  Charles  X.  of  France,  ieii 
Edinburgh  Ctli  August,  1790,  after  a  residence  of  some 
years  in  the  palace  of  Ilolyrood,  where  with  liis  son*?,  the 
Dues  d*Angouleme  and  Berri,  he  had  occasionally  held 
levees.  He  wrote  a  letter  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  to  the 
Magistrates,  thanking  them  for  the  kindness  and  hospitality 
he  had  received  In  the  city.  About  the  same  penod^  a  ra> 
mour  was  current  in  Edinbni^h,  that  Napoleon  Bonaparte 
had  been  taken  prisoner  by  the  gallant  Sir  Sidney  Smith, 
at  the  siege  of  Acre. 


Dr.  .Tosepli  Black,  the  distinguished  Chemist,  was 
bom  in  1728,  came  to  Edinburgh  as  n  «!tudent  of 
medicine  in  1751,  and  five  years  after  was  appointed  Pro- 
fessor of  Anatomy  in  tlie  University,  which  chair  he  after^anls 
exchanged  for  that  of  Medicine.  In  1762  he  had  matured 
his  theoiy  of  latent  heat.   In  1764  the  celebrated  James 
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Watt  studied  under  him  as  a  pupil,  and  two  yours  alter,  he 
succeeded  .  Culleii  as  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  T^ni- 
vcr&ity  of  Edinburgh.  His  residence  was  tlie  building 
now  occupied  by  the  female  Industrious  Blind,  in  Nicobon 
Street.  Dr.  Black  associated  with  the  highest  litenuy 
ciides.   He  <Ued  26th  l^ovember,  1 799. 


iiiogtoj^iju  Xoticr  of anted  Uuvrui, 

^^^^  James  Bnmet,  Ixnd  Monboddo^  was  one  of  the 
legal  and  literarjr  chaxacterB  of  the  Scottish  capi- 
tal He  was  bom  at  Monhoddo^  Kincardioeslurey  in  1714^ 
was  educated  at  Laurencekirk  and  Aberdeen.  His  ad- 
vent in  Edinbiii>:li  was  the  night  of  the  Porteous  mob,  in 
which  he  i;ot  accidentally  entangled,  lie  passed  Advocate 
the  following  ye.ir,  ;in  1  in  1767  was  raised  to  the  bench. 
He  wrote  a  work  on  tlie  ^  Origin  and  Progress  of  Lan- 
guages.' 

Lonl  Monboddo  had  many  eccentricities, — he  would  not 
sit  on  the  bench  along  with  his  brother  judges,  but  had  a 
chair  placed  beneath  them,  beside  the  cleiiu  of  the  Court. 
He  always  travelled  to  Loudon  on  honeback.  Dr.  Samuel 
•Johnson  visited  him  at  MonboddO|  on  his  way  to  the  He- 
brides in  1773.  Lord  Monboddo  was  a  sort  of  Maecenas  in 
Edinburgh;  he  gave  litenuy  suppers.  He  died  27th  May, 
1799.  His  second  daughter  was  celebrated  ibr  her  personal 
beaatjy  and  Bnms*8  lines  on  her  were: 

**  Fair  iluniet  atrikcs  tho  uUoring  eye, 
HiMven's  beftattes  oa  lay  fancy  sbinu." 


Ktogravlilc  Kottcf  of  pettv  WiUiamon. 

This  man  was  rather  a  remarkable  Kdinbnrjjh 

1799. 

chanu'ter,  and  his  history  was  sinrjidar.    He  was  a 
native  of  AbcrdeeiiaUu-%  aud  according  to  a  horrid  practice 
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then  prevalent,  he  was  kidnapped  in  1740  when  a  diild  ten 
years  old^  and  sold  at  Philadelphia  as  a  slave  for  seven  years 
for  the  Slim  of  XI 6.  Having  obtained  his  liberty,  he  mar- 
ried and  became  a  farmer,  but  in  1754  be  was  carried  off 
by  a  party  of  North  American  Indians^  and  resided  a  long 
period  with  them,  and  to  conciliate  them  adopted  their  dress 
and  customs;  he  at  length  made  his  escape  and  became  a 
soldier, — was  taken  prisoner  by  the  French,  he  was  ex- 
changed,— returned  to  Scotland,  and  finally  settled  in  Ed- 
inborgh,  where  in  1762  he  publislied  a  small  volume,  with 
an  account  of  his  Life  and  Adventnriss. 

Williamson  wa.s  a  printer,  and  sold  his  own  book,  and 
ke|)t  a  tavern  abuut  tlic  Parliament  House,  much  fre- 
quented by  lawyers,  which  Fergusson  the  poet  alludes  to 
as  "Indian  Peter's  coffee-room."  He  occasionally  gave 
public  exhibitions  as  a  Delaware  Indian.  In  1777  lie 
published  the  first  Edinburgh  Directory,  which  lie  brought 
out  biennially.  He  also  was  the  first  to  establish  a  peimy 
post-ofHce  in  Edinburgh.  Williamson  died  in  Edinburgh 
1799. 


The  concluding  year  of  the  eighteenth  centuiy 
was  remarkable  as  a  year  in  which  all  provisions 
bore  a  very  high  price.  The  crops  of  the  previous  harvest 
were  considered  only  about  one  half  of  an  average. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  held  on  1st  January, 
1800,  the  Lord  Provost,  Sir  James  Stirling,  in  the  chaur; 
to  devise  measures  for  relief  of  the  poor,  it  was  resolved  to 
supply  them  with  food  and  liu  l  at  reduced  prices,  and  to 
establish  soiij)  kitchens  by  public  bubscription.  This  was 
accordingly  done  on  a  large  scale.  To  reduce  tlie  quantity 
of  bread  consumed,  the  Legislature  passed  an  act,  proliiijituig 
the  sale  of  loaves  till  after  tlioy  had  been  twenty-four  Iiours 
baked,  and  bread  with  more  than  the  usual  quantity  of  bran 
in  it  was  reconunended  to  be  used,  as  well  as  an  increased 
cunsumpt  of  potatoes  in  lieu  of  bread.    What  were  called 
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meal  mobs,  occurred  in  the  city  at  this  time;  and  the  stores 
of  aereral  dealers,  both  in  Edinburgh  and  Leith,  were  broke 
into  and  pillaged;  bat  by  the  aid  of  the  civil  and  military 
power,  quiet  was  rertoredi  and  strong  guards  kept  watch  at 
difierent  parts  of  the  city. 

The  hooaehold  wheaten  loaf  of  four  lb.  Dutch,  was  this 
year  so  high  as  one  shilling  and  sixpence. 


ISiogvayl^to  Kottre  of  Jfamen  ^attttitgfyt. 

James  Macknight,  D.D.,  was  bom  in  Ayrshire 

1721.  lie  published  his  *  Harmony  of  the  Gospels' 
in  1750.  He  was  MuJerator  of  the  General  Assembly  in 
1769,  and  was  ordained  minister  of  Lady  Yester's  Church 
in  Edinburgh  in  1772,  ami  became  colleague  to  Dr.  Henry 
the  historian  ir>  the  Old  church  in  1778.  His  Translation 
of  the  Epistles  from  the  Original  Greek,  with  a  Coninien- 
tarXf  and  Notes,  a  work  of  great  labour,  was  published  ia  4 
voU.  in  1795.   He  died  in  IHOO. 


Btograytife  Notice  of  9r.  I^ugi^  Blair. 

With  the  closing  days  of  the  century^  27th  De- 
cerober^  1800)  there  died  at  Edinburgh  a  native  of 
the  city,  in  his  8dd  year,  who  exercised  a  considerable  influence 
in  literatnrei  and  as  a  leader  in  the  Church  of  Scotland — Dr. 
Hq^  Blair.  He  was  a  native  of  Edinburgh,  and  in  1758 
was  nominated  one  of  the  ministers  of  tlie  High  Chnrch,  and 
four  years  afterwards  appointed  Fh)(e68or  of  Rhetoric  and 
Belles  Lettres  In  the  University.  His  <  Cniical  IHasertation 
on  the  Poems  of  Chsiariy  in  which  he  became  the  ciiarnpion 
of  Marpherson's  authorship  of  these  Celtic  fniirnicnts,  was 
published  ill  ITl)!^,  and  his  first  vohuue  of  Sermons  in  1777, 
tit] lowed  by  several  otliei*s.  Blair's  pubUshed  diiicourseb  be- 
lanie  exceedingly  |  nfuilar,  and  attractefl  the  attention  of 
George  HI.  and  his  (^^^cen,  who  bestowed  on  him  a  |>en- 
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sion.  In  conipDNition  his  sermons  were  chaste  and  defiant; 
in  reli(i;ious  doctrine  very  moderate.  Among  his  friends  and 
contemporaries  were  Lord  Kames,  Adam  Smith,  David 
Hume)  Pnncipal  Robertson,  Lord  Monboddo,  Adam  Fer- 
|rusoii|  John  Home,  and  James  Boswell* 

^^^^  Tlie  union  of  Great  Britain  with  Ireland  took 
place  1st  Januaij)  180L  It  was  arranged  that  all 
the  volunteer  corps  of  the  city  should  assemble  on  the  occa- 
sion, and  fire  a  fm  dejoie.  Inclemencjr  of  the  weather  pre- 
vented this  taking  ])hice.  The  Lord  Provost  and  Magis- 
trates prohibited  an  illumination,  on  acconnt  of  the  severe 
pressure  of  the  times.  They  presented  a  congratulatory  ad- 
dress to  the  Kin^  on  this  auspicious  event. 

At  the  eommencement  of  the  century,  strcet  begging  was 
strictly  [jruhibited  in  K(liiil)urgh  by  tht*  Magistrates,  and  a 
House  of  Industry'  was  opened  tor  all  who  were  willing  to 
work. 

The  Ibundation-stone  of  the  Wet  Dock  at  Leith  was  laid 
by  Kobert  Dundas,  Esq.  of  MeK  iile,  with  masonic  honours, 
on  14lh  May,  1801.  A  grand  procession  took  place  on  the 
occasion,  the  Lord  Provost,  ^fagistrates,  and  Council  of 
Edinburgh,  were  present  in  tlieir  rol)es,  and  preceded  by  the 
insignia  of  office.  The  Bank  of  Scotland  and  Boyal  Bank 
gave  an  advance  of  £20,000  each,  to  cany  on  this  under- 
taking for  the  improvement  of  the  Port. 

A  smart  shock  of  an  earthquake,  which  continued  two  or 
three  aeconds,  was  felt  in  the  city  and  the  neighbourhood, 
7th  September,  180L  The  weather  was  calm,  the  barc^ 
meter  stood  high  and  had  been  gradually  rising.  So  exten- 
di a  shock  had  not  occurred  in  Scotland  since  the  eartli- 
quake  at  Lisbon  1755. 

Preliniinarios  of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  France 
were  signed  1  <t  October,  1801.  On  tlie  aiTival  of  the  po.st  in 
Edinburgh  on  the  loth,  with  accounts  of  their  rruifieation, 
the  people  took  tlic  horses  from  the  mail  coach,  and  having 
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raised  the  Briti.sli  colours  over  the  French  and  mounted  a 
iniller  on  the  box  as  an  emblem  of  plenty,  a  very  natural 
proceeding  at  this  period  when  provisions  were  scarce  and 
dear.  They  drew  the  mail  carriage  down  to  the  Lord 
FroT06t's  (the  Right  Hon.  William  Fettes)  Wlla  at  Comely 
Bank,  and  afterwards  thnragh  the  principal  streets  of  the 
city.  There  was  a  militaiy  parade  in  the  forenooiiy  the 
great  guns  of  the  Castle  fired  a  royal  salute,  General  Vyse, 
the  acting  Commander  of  the  Foreesy  and  his  anite  appearing 
on  the  north-east  bastkm— and  in  the  evening  the  dij  was 
splendidly  illuminated. 

On  the  5th  November,  1801,  the  Frendi  puisonen  of  war 
in  Edinhnrgh  Castle  were  liberated,  and  inarched  to  Leith, 
whence  they  sailed  for  their  native  country. 


Sir  Ralph  Abercroniby  was  bom  in  1738,  and 
after  extensive  military  service  was  appointed  Com- 
mander of  the  Forces  in  Scotland  in  1798,  and  was  for 
several  years  a  popular  public  character  in  Edinburgh.  He 
was  nominated  to  the  command  of  the  British  amy  engaged 
in  the  expedition  to  Egypt  in  1801,  was  mortally  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Alexandria,  and  died  28th  March,  1801. 
A  iunend  parade  of  the  battalions  and  corps  of  the  artilleij 
and  in&ntiy  of  the  Edinburgh  Vblnnteer  Brigade  took  [dace 
in  Bruntsfield  Links,  in  honour  of  his  memory  on  the  Sd 
June  fblbwing,  when  the  general  orders  iirom  die  Duke  of 
York,  as  Commander-in-ehtef,  on  the  events  in  Eg)  pt,  were 
read  to  the  several  corps*  A  monument  was  ordered  by 
Filament  to  be  erected  in  St.  PauTs  Cathedral  to  the 
memorv  of  this  gallant  officer,  and  his  widow  was  created  a 
liritish  peeress  with  an  annuity  of  i;i.2|000  to  her  and  iicr 
two  next  male  heirs. 

T 
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i,orti  ^Oam  GorDon. 

Lord  Adam  Gordon,  a  respectable  old  militoiy 
l^ndeman,  was  long  well  known  in  fidinburgh  as 
a  citizen.  He  was  a  son  of  the  second  Duke  of  Gordon, 
and  was  representative  for  the  counties  of  Aberdeen  and 
Kincardine  in  Parliament  for  some  thirty  years.  In  1789 
he  was  appointed  Comraancler  of  the  Forces  in  Scotland. 
During  this  command,  the  rcYi('\vin<r  of  the  various  corjis  of 
the  Edinburgh  vohinteers  constituted  one  of  his  fiwourito 
anuisenients,  and  in  179G  he  received  tlie  C\)iiiit  (r^Vi-tois, 
afterwards  Charles  X.,  on  his  arrival  in  Edinburgh.  He 
resigned  the  command  in  Scotland  in  1798.  This  old 
gentleman,  a  good  specinien  of  the  school  of  last  century, 
died  at  his  beautiful  seat  of  **The  Bum"  in  Kincardine- 
shire in  1801. 


ili(|)arD  Gad. 

Richard  Gall,  a  Scottish  poet  of  some  celebritj, 
was  bom  in  1776.  He  became  an  apprentice  with 
Mr.  David  Ramsay,  printer,  the  proprietor  and  publisher  of 
the  Edinburgh  Evening  Courant.  Thomas  Campbell,  the 
author  of  the  *  Pleasures  of  Hope,'  and  Gall  lived  together 
in  the  same  house  in  Alison  Square,  at  the  close  of  last  cen- 
tury, and  were  intimate  friends.  Dr.  Murray,  the  distin- 
guished Oriental  scholar,  who  was  for  a  slmrt  w]u!e  Pro- 
fessor of  Hebrew  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  was 
then  also  one  of  his  associates.    Gall  dii^l  in  1801. 


On  the  accounts  of  the  signing  of  the  definitive 
treaty  of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
French  Republic,  arriving  in  Edinburgh,  1st  April,  1802, 
there  was  an  enthusiastic  repetition  of  the  same  rejoidngs 
as  thoee  which  took  place  on  the  preliminaries  being  signed 
the  previous  year,  and  on  the  4th  May  the  ibrmal  pro- 
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clamation  of  peace  took  place.  The  officers  of  the  Lord 
Lyon  King  at  Arms,  assembled  at  the  Pai*liament  House 
and  proceeded  to  the  Cross,  the  streets  being  lined  with 
military — then  to  the  Castle-hill,  the  great  guns  being  fired 
—thence  to  the  palace  of  Holy  rood. 

For  twenty  years  the  Earl  of  Leven  had  represented  the 
SoTOieign  at  tho  General  Anemhiy  of  th^  Chorch  of  Scot-^ 
landy  aa  Lord  High  CommiBsioner  at  its  meetings  in  Edin- 
bnigh,  hnt  in  1802  iVancia  liord  Napier^  a  nobleman  of 
great  kindlineas  of  disposition,  was  appointed  to  the  situation, 
which  he  also  filled  for  many  years.  His  first  levee  was  at< 
tended  by  many  of  the  Scottish  nobility,  and  was  held  in 
the  King's  Arms  Hotel  or  Tavern,  High  Street,  whience  his 
Grace  walked,  equipped  in  full  court  dress,  attended  by  many 
of  the  nobility  and  gentry,  antl  the  Magistrates  of  the  city 
in  their  robes  to  tlie  High  Church,  and  after  hearing  sermon 
they  utljouriicd  to  the  new  aisle  in  the  same  building, — an 
arena,  where  often,  as  good  public  speaking  wa*?  to  be  lieiinl 
as  in  the  British  House  of  Commons,  the  most  celebrated 
Scottish  judges  and  advocates  being,  as  well  as  the  clexgy, 
members  of  Assembly. 

The  police  of  the  city  had  hitherto  been  conducted  by 
means  of  the  Town  Guard,  a  corps  of  antiquated  soldiers, 
dressed  somewhat  in  the  George  II.  style,  with  cocked  hats 
and  knee  breeches,  and  long  black  gaiters,  a  body  of  men 
totally  nnsnited  for  any  emei|^Gy ;  it  was  therafinre  felt  that 
to  meet  the  increased  extent  and  population  of  the  city,  a 
new  system  was  leqoired.  A  nnmerons  meeting  of  the  dti- 
lens  was  held  on  the  subject  29th  November,  1802,  where 
resolotions  were  wianimously  agreed  to  for  obtaining  an  act 
of  Parliament  finr  the  better  watching  of  the  city  and  subnrbs, 
and  to  prevent  stteet  begging. 

A  work  called  the  Edinburgh  Review,  of  wliich  two 
numbers  only  appeared,  was  launched  in  the  ca|)ital  of  Scot- 
land so  t  (!■  li  ick  as  17.>0,  hut  the  first  number  of  one.  of  tlie 
most  remarkable  liteniry  journals  that  ever  appeared  in  tint 
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world,  was  published  under  the  same  title— the  fidinbargh 
lieview— on  10th  October,  1802. 

A  constellation  of  young  men  of  great  literaiy  and  satirical 
talent  between  twenty  and  tliirty  years  of  age,  was  then  con- 
gregated in  Edinburgh,  and  at  a  meeting  held  at  the  hoose  of 
Francis  JefiVey,iben  residing  in  Buccleuch  Place,  they  agreed 
to  start  this  work.  It  was  a  peradventuie,  but  the  state  of  the 
intellectual  atmosphere  in  Europe  at  that  period — ^twelve 
years  after  the  commencement  of  the  French  revolution — ^was 
&vonrable  to  such  an  undertaking,  where  the  practical  phi- 
losojihy  of  lifb  and  literature  was  to  be  discussed.  Sidney 
Smith  was  nominally  the  first  editor,  but  they  all  looked  to 
Jeffrey  as  the  man  on  whom  they  chiefly  relied,  lie  had 
felt  the  as|iiiaiioiis  of  conscious  genius,  and  some  five 
years  befoi"«  said:  "T  should  like  to  be  the  rival  of  Smith 
and  Hume,  and  there  are  some  moments  when  1  fancy  it 
possiljlc  that  I  shall  one  day  arrive  at  such  a  distinction."* 
The  band  associated  witii  him,  were  Sidney  Smith,  Francis 
Horner,  Henry  Brougham,  J.  A.  Murray  (now  Lord  Mur- 
ray), Dr.  Thomas  Brown,  J.  Allen,  and  Lord  Webb  Sey- 
mour. They  arranged  with  Archibald  Constable,  then  an 
enterprising  young  man  recently  commenced  badness  as  a 
bookseller,  to  be  their  publisher.  The  first  three  numbers  were 
given  to  him,  he  taking  the  risk,  but  afterwards  ten  gmneas 
sp^heet  were  allowed  to  contributon,  subsequently  increased 
to  nxteen  guineas,  Jeffrey  also  receiving  a  salary  as  editor. 
The  contributors  at  first  kept  incognito,  and  the  talent  dis- 
played in  the  journal,  produced  a  sert  of  electrical  effect. 
The  ad\  ent  of  every  number  was  looked  forward  to  as  an 
event  in  the  literary  world.  The  piquant  nature  of  the  ar- 
ticles contributed  not  a  little  to  this  sncrcss,  a.s  for  instance 
the  one  on  Lord  RvTon's  *  Hours  of  idlt  iuss,'  long  sup- 
posed to  bo  written  by  Jeffrey,  but  now  known  to  be  the 
production  of  Lord  Brougham — where  that  distinguished 

•  Oookbnra's  Lift  of  JeflQwy. 


bigiiized  by  Google 


1802. 


AKNALBL 


29S 


man  of  genius  roused  another  into  fame  by  his  satire. — His 
criticism  commences  ominously  thus:  "The  poesy  of  this 
young  lord  belongs  to  the  class  which  neither  gods  nor  men 
mre  said  to  permit**  Byron  a  few  years  aflerwards  retaliated 
on  Jefifey  in  his  '  EngUsh  Barda  and  Sootoh  Beviewers:* 

Behold  a  chosen  hand  shall  aid  thy  plan, 
And  owTi  thee  chipftain  of  the  critic  clan. 
First  in  the  muk»  illustrious  shall  he  seen 
The  travelled  Thane !  Athenian  Aberdeen,  * 
Smug  Sydney  too,  thy  hitter  page  shall  seek. 
And  itliMft?  ^wlVtTT*^  flwi^  xiMM>wiMd  fot  Greek*" 

Henry  DondM,  fimnerly  Lord  Advocate^  and  afterwards 

Secretary  of  State,  was  elected  Member  of  Parliament  for 

Edinburgh  in  1700,  and  contijuied  to  represent  the  city  till 
December,  1802,  when  be  w  as  elevated  to  the  peerage  as 
Baron  Duiiira  and  Viscount  Melville. 

BtfiO  MIk,  SCartI  0«rl  of  Mm* 

David  Leslie,  sixth  Earl  of  Leven,  who  was  tor 

IflOS 

about  twenty  years  Lord  High  Commissioner,  re- 
presenting the  Sovereign  at  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland  in  Edinburgh,  was  bom  in  1722.  He 
took  great  ]>leaaare  in  tbe  annual  display  at  his  ofBcial  pro- 
ceflBton«  in  the  capital  o£  ScotUndy  which  in  those  days  were 
denominated  the  Commissioner  walking**  when  he  was 
wont  to  be  aocompomed  by  s  number  of  the  Scottish  no- 
bOity^  equipped  in  their  court  habilimentsi  He  held  this 
official  sppcnntmeiit  up  to  the  commencement  of  fhe  nin&> 
teenth  century.  He  died  in  Edinbiugh  1602.  He  resided 
many  yean  in  Nicolson's  Square^  and  latterly  at  St.  An- 
drews Square. 

•  Byron  here  ailodes  to  tiie  EtA  of  Abevdeen,  the  leeeat  prime  minisler 
ef  Cheat  Britain. 
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Tn  1803  a  literary  club  was  established  in  Edin- 

180ft> 

bur^ih,  soIlu^^hat  nfter  the  niaimor  of  Wills's  in 
London.  The  Kdiiibumli  one  orimnated  with  Sir  Walter 
Soott;  and  met  every  Friday  evening.  Among  its  memben 
were,  Hcniy  Mackenzie,  Walter  Scott,  Francis  Jeffrey, 
.fohn  Flay  fair,  Dugald  Stewart,  Archibald  Alison,  Sidney 
Smith,  George  Cranstoiin,  Henry  Broiighani|  J.  A.  Murray, 
Henry  Cockbum,  Francis  Homer,  Thomas  Campbell,  John 
Bobison,  the  Earl  of  Selkirk,  Andrew  Biitheifiird|  Leonard 
Homer,  JameB  Filluis,  Goaot  Flahault,  the  Earl  of  Minto^ 
Wilfiam  Mmray  of  HenderUmd,  and  James  Abereromby, 
now  liord  Danfennline. 

On  4ih  Jannaxy  1803)  ChaHea  Hope,  Loid  Advocate^ 
afterwards  Lord  President  of  the  Court  of  Session,  was 
chosen  member  ftr  the  dty  in  place  of  Lord  Melville.  On 
the  renewal  of  the  war  after  the  short  peace  of  Amiens,  the 
Edinbur<^h  volunteers  were  arjain  embodied,  and  tlie  first 
regiment,  commanded  by  diaries  noj)e,  the  Lord  Advocate, 
on  22d  September  1803,  l  aiji  led  in  St.  Andrews  Square, 
and  marrlip<l  tn  the  Cro?  ,  \\  here  they  received  their  ban- 
ners from  the  Lord  Fro\()st. — The  following  month  the 
Earl  of  Moira,  Commander  of  the  Forces  in  Scotland, 
reviewed  all  the  military-  tlien  in  Edinburgh,  amounting  to 
about  10|000  men,  on  Portobello  sands. 


James  Sibbald,  a  well  known  Uteraiy  character  and 
bibliopole  in  Edinbnrgh,  was  boni  in  Bazbnighshire^ 
1 748*  After  being  a  farmer  he  came  to  Anld  Reekie,  aname 
by  which  the  Old  Town  of  Edinbnigh  was  often  dedgnated, 
and,  purchasing  Allan  Ramsay's  dnsnlating  librsiy,  became 
a  bookseller  in  the  Parliament  Square.  He  established  the 
Edinburgh  Magazine,  of  which  be  was  pubHsher,  proprietor, 
and  editor,  in  1783.  He  was  editor  of  a  newspaper  called 
the  Edinburgh  Herald  in  1792.    His  ^  Chronicle  of  Scotti&li 
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Poetry  and  Glossary  of  the  Scottish  Language'  appeared 
in  4  vols.  I2m0f  in  1800.  bibbaid  died  in  Kdinburgh  in 
1803. 

lit*  So^it  0tMm* 

Dr.  John  Erskine,  the  Colleague  of  Principal 
^^^^  Robertson,  died  at  Edinburgh  19th  Jantuoy  1803. 
It  was  remarkable  that  these  two  distingaished  men  were 
alao  leaders  of  their  respective  parties  in  the  Church  of 
Scotland.  Dr.  Erakine  was  bom  In  1721.  His  father  was 
an  advocate,  and  well  known  as  the  author  of  ^Erskine*|i 
Institntes.*  Br.  Erakine  became  minister  of  Kirkintilloch 
in  1744^  of  Cnlross  in  1754,  and  in  1767  he  was  conjoined 
'with  Dr.  Robertson  in  the  Old  Greyfriars  Chnrch,  Edin- 
burgh. Sir  AValter  Scott  gives  a  veiy  excellent  and  gi*aphic 
delineation  of  him:  "His  cxtLiiuil  appearance  was  not  pre- 
possessing. A  remarkable  fair  compkxiuii,  straiiixoly  con- 
trasted with  a  black  \\ig  without  a  grain  of  powder;  a  nar- 
row chest  and  a  stoojiing  j)osture,  hands  which  place  1  like 
props  on  cither  side  of  t}if>  pulpit  seemed  iiecessarv' ratiier  to 
suppoit  the  person  than  to  assist  the  gesticulation  of  the 
preacher;  no  gown^  not  even  that  of  Geneva,  a  tumbled 
band,  and  a  gesture  which  seemed  scarce  voluntary,  were 
the  first  circumstances  which  struck  a  stranger.  He  had 
an  antiquated  turn  both  of  argument  and  metaphor,  but  it 
only  served  to  give  zest  and  peculiarity  to  die  slyle  of  elo- 
ctttioD.  The  enunciation,  which  at  first  seemed  impeifeet 
and  embairassed,  became^  as  he  warmed  in  his  progressi  ani- 
mated and  distinct** 

A  vny  interesting  incident  regarding  the  two  colleagues^ 
Bobertson  and  Erskine,  occurred  one  Sabbath  at  the  Grey- 
friars. Dr.  Bobertson,  in  his  discourse  in  the  forenoon,  said 
that  virtue  is  so  fiiir  and  beantiM  that  if  she  bad  been  per- 
sonified and  visited  the  earth  all  men  would  have  fallen 
down  and  worshipped  her.    Dr.  Erskine  ia  the  aitenioon 
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alluded  to  tliis,  and  said  that  virtue  Imd  visited  this  world, 
but  men,  instead  of  iklling  down  to  worship  this  perfect 
being,  took  liim  and  crucified  him  upon  a  tree. 

James  Tytler,  a  writer  in  the  Encyclopaedia  Bri- 
tannica,  was  bom  in  Forfarshire  about  1760.  He 
received  a  medical  edacation  at  the  Univenitjr  €i  Edinbmgh. 
While  contribntiDg  to  the  Encyclopiedia  Britannica  in  1776 
he  lived  in  the  hoiue  of  a  waaherwoman  at  Daddingpton, 
near  Edinboii^  and  her  tnb  inverted,  firmed  his  desk. 
His  remnnerstion  Ibr  his  litenzy  labour  was  very  trifling. 
He  canned  on  bosiness  as  a  printer  within  the  sanctoaiy  of 
Holyrood.  He  published  a  *  Weekly  Review'  ihm  fat  a 
short  time.  In  1784  he  experimented  with  an  air  bslloon 
which  he  set  off  from  Holyrood.  He  composed  several  son^]^. 
Burns  alludes  w  ith  surprise  to  such  fine  ballads  being  the 
composition  ot  a  jfoor  printer.  In  17112  he  conducted  a 
periodical  called  *  The  Historical  Ke»;ister,  or  Edinburgh 
Men  till  V  Intrlli^^oTirer.*  lie  was  outlawed  as  connected 
with  one  ot  the  associations  of  tlie  Friends  of  the  People  in 
1793,  and  died  in  America  in  1803.  lie  has  been  known 
by  the  name  of  Balloon  Tytler,  which  distinguishes  firom  the 
Fhuer  Xytler,  or  Woodhouselee  £unily. 

i&ir  Jfamen  IHontgomns* 

Sir  James  Montgomeiy  of  Stanhope^  was  the  son 
of  William  Montgomeiy,  Esq.  of  MacbiehiU  in  the 
county  of  Peebles,  and  was  bom  1721.  In  1764  he  became 
Solicitor  General  for  Scothnd,  and  represented  his  native 
county  in  Parliament  He  was  afterwards  appointed  Lord 
Advocate,  and  in  1777,  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  Exchequer. 
He  was  created  a  Baronet  in  1801,  and  retired  fW>m  public 
life.   Whim,  in  PeeUeshire,  was  his  earlier  residence  and 
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estate;  he  afterwards  purchased  St;uihoj)e,  and  tlien  resided 
at  Stobo  Castle.  He  died  in  ibU^i.  His  second  son  James, 
sacceeded  to  the  title,  and  represented  Peebles-shire  in  Par- 
liament; he  also  was  for  a  period  Lord  Advocate.  The 
elder  Sir  James  had  long  his  Edinburgh  residence  in  the 
third  story  of  Bishop's  laud,  and  afierwaids  at  Qaeensbeny 
bouse. 

Rumours  of  an  intended  Fkench  iuTasioii  begjui 
to  be  very  pievalent  at  this  period,  and  great  num- 
bers of  the  labouring  daaaes  in  Edinburgh  volunteered  their 
services  to  break  up  the  roods  in  the  event  of  such  an  occur- 
rence. A  muster  of  these  men  took  place  on  the  Galton 
Hill  on  7th  January  1804,  when,  notwithstanding  great  se- 
verity of  the  weather,  upwards  of  one  thousand  appeared, 
many  of  them  provided  with  spades,  shovels,  and  mattocks, 
ready,  if  necessary,  ibr  their  volunteered  work. 


1,0111  VfUfwM  •miemii 

Adam  Duncan,  Lord  Viscount  Duncan,  the  hero 

1804. 

of  Camperdown,  was  bom  at  Dundee  1st  July,  1731. 
Uis  early  attention  having  been  directed  to  the  naval  service, 
he  came  from  Forfarshire  to  Leith  in  a  carrier's  cart,  and 
proceeded  to  London,  where  he  got  an  appointment  as  mid* 
shipman  in  the  ^horeham  frigate.  In  1761  be  became  a 
post-captain,  and  in  1779  served  under  Bodney  at  the  siege 
of  Gibraltar.  In  1795  as  admiral  he  was  Commander^Up 
chief  in  the  North  Seas.  Two  years  after  his  fleet  mutinied, 
but  his  combined  mildness  and  firmness  put  matters  right. 
On  11th  October  1797,  he  gained  his  great  victory  over  the 
Dutch  fleet  at  Camperdown,  each  fleet  consisting  of  sixteen 
sail  of  the  line.  He  took  bis  antagonist  De  Winter  prisoner. 
A  few  days  after  he  was  gazettcMi  as  Viscount  Duncan  of 
Oemperdown,  with  a  pension  of  £2,000  a-year.  He  married 
in  1779  Miss  Dundas,  daughter  of  the  Lord  President  of 
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the  Court  of  Session,  and  tliey  were  long  (loiiiicilL'd  in 
George  Square^  Edinburgh.   Lord  Duncan  died  in  1804. 

Sir  David  Rae  was  born  1729,  and  educated  at 

1804. 

the  university  of  Edinburgh.  He  passed  advocate 
1751}  and  on  the  death  of  Lord  Auchinleck  in  1782,  he  was 
raised  to  the  bench  as  Lord  Eskgrove.  In  1799  he  suc- 
ceeded MacQueen  of  Brazfield  as  Lord  Justice  Clerk.  In 
1804  he  was  created  a  baronet^  and  died  die  same  year. 

He  was  an  Edinburtrli  character  and  celebrity  in  his  way, 
full  of  uJilitics  aiiJ  LiiLiiies.    He  resided  in  St.  John  Street. 

The  late  Sir  ^^'illiam  Kae  of  St.  Catherines,  Lord  Advo- 
cate, was  one  of  Ills  sons. 

Accoiintsand  descriptions  of  EJinburch  by  Scotcii- 

1006.  n  . 

men  or  natives,  are  sometimes  liable  to  tiie  suspicion 
of  exaggeration ;  it  is  well,  therefore,  occasionally  to  present  the 
views  of  a  foreigner.  The  following  is  taken  from  a  work  by 
Professor  Frank  of  \Vihia,  which  he  published  at  Vienna  in 
1805.  He  says,  The  situation  of  Edinbnrgfa,  the  build* 
ings  of  the  new  part  of  the  city,  and  the  views  which  it 
coromandB,  are,  in  tlie  strictest  sense  of  the  word,  unequalled. 
The  style  of  society  which  prevails  is  easy  and  frank,  and 
the  hospitality  unbounded.  The  Univenity  is  distbgnished 
not  only  as  the  foremost  in  Britain,  but  also  as  one  of  the 
,  first  in  Europe. — Kor  does  the  tnetropolu  of  Scotland  fail  in  ' 
charitable  establishments. 

"  Edinburgh  is  divided  into  the  Old  and  Kew  town.  Its 
eastern  pai  t  lies  between  two  hills,  the  western  extends  over 
a  height,  which  rises  into  a  steep  cliU,  uu  \vhose  summit 
stands  tiie  Castle.  The  New  town  is  at  the  foot  of  this  cliff. 
It  consists  of  thi'ee  parallel  streets,  each  of  \vliich  is  an  Eng- 
lish mile  long.  These  are  intersected,  at  equal  distances, 
by  five  cross  streets.  Each  of  these  streets  is  a  hundred 


bigiiized  by  Google 


1809. 


ANNAUa. 


299 


jMoes  and  npwards  ia  breadth;  and  furnished  with  suitable 
pavements  for  foot  paneiigers.  The  t]iree  parallel  streets 
terminate  at  both  thdr  extremities  in  two  beaatiful  squares. 
The  hmises  axe  buOt  unifimnlji;  throughout.  In  a  woid^  the 
New  town  resembles  a  r^jiment  of  soldiersi  divided  into 
oompaniesy  and  standing  three  deep.  The  difb  on  which 
the  Castle  is  btdlt  command  the  most  varied  prospects*  To 
the  east  we  see  the  OM  town,  and  the  neighbouring  seapp<nrt 
of  Loth;  this  view  is  hounded  hy  the  sea.  To  the  norths 
we  have  beneath  ns  the  New  town;  a  fimitfbl  pUun  lies 
behind,  bounded  bv  a  considerable  arm  of  the  sea,  which 
stretchtb  far  into  the  land.  To  the  west  lies  a  wide  plain. 
The  view  to  the  south  is  nearly  the  same,  only  tliat  it  is  more 
confined.  Not  less  romantic  is  the  prospect  wliich  we  liave 
from  til  ^  tvvo  other  hills,  Salisbury  Crags,  and  })articulariy 
the  C:iIto!i  Hill.  A  resilience  in  Edinbnrgii  mnst  he  par- 
ticularly agreeable  in  winter;  whereas  I  spent  only  a  part 
of  the  months  of  June  and  July,  during  which  a  great  manj 
&milies  fly  to  tlie  countiy.  I  have,  howevo^  f<n*nied  a  very 
advantageo\is  idea  of  the  good  style  of  society  which  prevails 
among  the  coltivated  inhabitants  of  Edinburgh.  I  spent 
some  evenings  in  a  most  agreeable  manner  in  a  club  of  lit- 
mey  men^  where  among  othecs  I  became  acquainted  with 
Mackensie^  Scott,  Brougham,  Sydney  Smith,  and  Jeffirey. 
Hospitality  was  bestowed  freely  without  ostentation." 

On  the  promotion  of  Charles  Hope,  Lord  Advocate,  to 
be  Lord  Justice  Clerh,  the  Town  Council,  28th  January 
1805,  elected  the  Hon.  Gtoorge  Abercromby,  eldest  son  of 
the  lale  Sir  Balph  Abenaomby,  to  be  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment  (or  the  city. 

An  occurrence  in  the  history  of  the  University,  which 
took  place  the  sanie  year,  caused  a  considerable  sensation  in 
the  literary  and  clerical  circles  of  Edinburgh.  It  consti- 
tuted what  has  been  called  the  Le<fb'fi  coittroversy.  On  12th 
March  1805,  the  Town  Couiicil  aj  iKMnted  Mr.  John  (after- 
wards Sir  John)  Leslie,  author  of  a  work  *  Oa  the  Mature 
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and  Propagation  of  Heat,*  to  tiie  chair  of  Mathematics^  in 
room  of  Profeasor  Playfair  removed  to  the  Natural  PhilofllK 
phy  class.  A  majority  of  the  clerg}'  of  Edinbiit  «;h  came 
forward  with  a  claim  of  right  to  advise'^  (tie  Magistrates 
on  appointments  to  the  professorial  chairs,  and  remonstrated 
against  Mr.  Leslie's  nomination,  as  they  alleged  that  in  a 
note  regarding  cause  and  effect  in  his  work  on  Heat,  he  had 
supported  an  opinion  they  deemed  suhversive  of  the  foundar 
tion  of  religion.  Tlie  ohjcction  was  discussed  hoth  in  the 
PresbvteiT  and  the  Senatus  Aeademieus.  Several  able 
works  appeared  on  the  occasion;  one  by  Dugald  Stewart, 
anotlicr  by  Di'.  Thomas  Brown,  bis  valuable  essay  on  Cause 
and  I\tibct.  The  matter  gave  rise  to  a  long  and  interesting 
discussion,  for  two  days,  in  the  Geneml  A.ssembly.  Great 
crowds  were  waiting'  to  be  admitted  to  tlie  pleadings  and 
debate.  Tlie  iinul  result  was  the  confirmation  of  Mr. 
Leslie's  appointment  to  the  chair. 

If  this  cuse  of  Professor  Leslie  excited  great  interest 
among  the  literary  circles  of  Edinburgh,  there  was  another 
arose  the  same  year,  affecting  a  distinguished  political  char- 
acter, which  created  a  deeper  interest  not  only  among  the 
citizens  of  Kdinbui^h  but  even  throughout  the  conntiy 
generally.  It  was  that  of  Henry  Dundaa,  Lord  Viscount  Mel- 
ville. This  nobleman,  a  younger  son  of  Robert  Dundas 
of  Amiston,  was  bom  in  1740, — bis  father  and  brother  were 
both  Lord  Presidents  of  the  Court  of  Session.  After  being 
educated  at  the  university  of  Edinburgh  he  passed  advocate 
in  17G3,  commenced  bis  public  career  as  assessor  to  tlie 
Magistrates  ot  iMluiljiiivrli,  became  Solicitor  General  in 
1773,  and  two  years  after,  Lord  Advocate.  He  sat  as 
M.P.  for  the  ountv  of  Edinburivli  from  1774  till  1782, 
when,  in  the  political  c(Mitost8  then  going  on,  he,  for  a  short 
while,  represented  an  English  burgh,  but  from  1784  to 
1790  ho  was  again  chosen  for  his  native  county.  He  was 
np]>ointed  Treasurer  to  the  Nav^'  in  1782,  an  office  \\  hich 
he  held,  with  only  a  short  interval,  till  1800,   Daring  Pitt's 
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long  tenure  of  power  Dundas  waa  one  of  his  most  intimate 
friends  and  principal  coadjuton;  aiding  him  in  his  India 
billy  he  became  particulai'ijr  conversant  with  Oriental  affairs, 
and  was  subsequently  appointed  P^rasident  of  the  Board  of 
Control. 

In  1784  he  carried  a  generous  measure  for  the  xestoratioii 
of  the  Scottish  estates  forfeited  on  account  of  the  rebellion 
of  1745.  He  became  Home  Secretaiy  of  State  in  1791, 
and  three  years  afterwards  was  transferred  to  the  same  high 
position  for  the  war  department  In  1800  he  was  appointed 
heeper  of  the  Privy  Seal  for  Scotland,  when  his  son  suc- 
ceeded him  as  keeper  of  the  Signet.  He  retired  tNtm  o£Bce 
with  Pitt  in  1801,  and  in  the  folIoMring  year  was  created 
Viscount  Alc'iville.  On  Pitt's  return  to  power  as  Premier 
in  1804,  Lord  Melville  became  first  Lord  of  the  Adiiiii  iiU}  . 
Willi  all  this  }>olitical  power  and  patronage  it  cnn  easily  be 
imagined  what  an  important  personage  this  favmnH  il  >nii  of 
fortune  became  m  Edinburgh — but  now  a  perir  1  u)  anxiety 
•  Hwaited  him.  The  Connnissioners  of  Naval  inquiry,  in  their 
tenth  report  presented  to  Parliament^  with  reference  to  the 
time  when  Lord  Melville  waa  Treasurer  of  the  Navy^  stated, 
that  however  the  apprehension  of  disdosing  deUcate  and 
confidential  transactions  of  government  might  operate  with 
Lord  Melville,  in  withholding  information  respecting  ad- 
vances to  other  departments,  we  do  not  perceive  how  that 
apprehension  can  at  all  account  for  his  refusing  to  state, 
whether  he  derived  any  profit  or  advantage  from  the  use  or 
employment  of  money  issued  Ibr  the  services  of  the  Navy. 
If  his  Lordship  had  received  into  his  hands  such  monies  as 
were  advanced  hy  him  to  other  departments,  and  had  re- 
placed them  as  they  were  repaid,  he  could  not  have  derived 
any  profit  or  advantage  fix»m  such  transactions,  however 
repugnant  they  might  be  to  the  provisions  of  the  legislature, 
for  the  safe  custody  of  public  money."  On  8th  April,  1805, 
in  the  House  of  Commons  Mr.  Whitbread  mu\cd  a  series 
of  resolutions  inculpating  Ijord  Melville.    Pitt  defended  his 
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friend  with  his  wonted  power,  and  moved  as  an  amendnit'iit 
that  the  matter  be  referred  to  a  select  couiinittee,  which 
Caiiiiiii  jj;  seconded.  Pitt  "  was  watching  with  intense  ear- 
nestaciia  to  catch  the  first  intimation  of  the  line'*  a  certain 
high  independent  member  wouUl  take.  "  It  required  no 
little  effort,"  says  Wilberforcc  in  his  Diaiy  of  the  period, 

to  resist  the  fascination  of  that  penetrating  eye^"  but  Wil- 
berforce  voted  for  the  resolutions.  The  house,  on  coming  to 
the  vote,  was  found  to  be  equally  divided — ayes  216,  noes  216. 
The  Speaker  gave  his  casting  YOte  in  fovour  of  Whitbread'a 
motion.  Mr.  Htt  moved  an  adjournment  for  two  days, 
when  he  intimated  that  Lord  Melville  had  resigned  the 
office  of  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  The  House  then 
agreed  to  lay  their  resolutions  before  the  King.  On  the 
6th  May  Mr.  Fitty  evidently  deeply  agitated,  informed  the 
Commons  that  his  Majesty  had  been  advised  that  the  name 
of  Lord  Melville  should  be  struck  out  of  the  list  of  the  Privy 
Council,  and  that  accordingly  it  would  be  erased  on  the  first 
day  that  a  council  should  be  held. — He  said  he  could  not 
dissemble  that  he  felt  a  deep  and  bitter  pang  at  being  the 
person  to  wliose  \ot  it  fell  to  execute  such  a  painful  duty. 
On  the  11th  June,  Lord  Melville  was  heard  personally  at 
considerable  length  by  the  ilousi'  of  Commons  on  tiie  suly- 
ject.  On  the  24th  of  the  same  month  it  was  resolved  to 
proceed  against  his  lordship  by  impeachment,  and  Mi'.  Whit- 
bread  was  appointed  manager  for  the  Commons.  A  com- 
mittee having  drawn  up  the  articles,  they  were  presented  at 
the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords,  on  9tb  July,  1805. 

The  new  Police  Bill  for  £dinbnrg|i  was  passed  10th 
April,  1805,  by  which  the  city  was  divided  into  six  wards. 
The  operation  of  the  Act  commenced  on  15th  May,  when 
the  Town  Guard,  which  had  existed  since  1696^  was  dis- 
banded,  with  the  exception  of  two  seijeants^  two  drummeifs, 
and  thirty  privates — Mr.  James  Burnet,  the  oldest  captab, 
being  appointed  thor  commander.  On  the  15th  July,  the 
Lord  Provost  and  Magistrates  intheir  robes,  the  Shfoiff  of 
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the  county,  the  Member  of  Parliament  for  the  city,  and  the 
Commissioners  of  Police,  met  in  the  Pailiuuient  Iloiise,  when 
John  Tuit,  i^sq.  presented  his  commission  as  the  new  Judge 
of  Police,  and  was  sworn  in.  Tlie>'  then  walked  in  pro- 
cession— the  streets  lined  with  niilitaiy — to  the  Police  Office, 
Hi  li  s  Close,  Lawnmarket.  The  Rev.  Sir  Ilenn,-  Mon- 
creitl,  Ilart.  one  of  the  Commissioners,  opened  the  new  in- 
stitution with  an  impressive  prayer,  and  Judge  Tait  was 
installed  in  his  office  with  a  neat  address  from  the  Lord 
Provost,  Sir  Wilham  Fettes,  Bart,  of  Wamphray. 

The  Battle  of  Trafalgar  was  fought  21st  October  1805. 
The  accounts  of  this  great  victory  reached  Edinburgh  on 
9th  November.  A  military  display  took  place  on  the  11th, 
and  a  brilliant  illnminatioQ  in  the  evening.  The  death  of 
Nelson,  the  hero  of  the  battl%  vras  not  the  only  loss  felt  in 
Edinbmgh  on  this  occasion.  Amid  the  general  splendour 
of  the  evening  one  street  in  the  New  Town  was  left  dark  in 
sympathy  with  the  feelings  of  the  bereaved  lady  who  resided 
there— the  widow  of  Captain  George  Dnff  of  the  Mars,  who 
also  fell  in  this  the  greatest  naval  victory  of  modem  times. 

Alexander  Weddeiburn,  afterwards  Lord  High 
Cliancellor  of  England,  was  born  in  East-Lothian 
1733.  He  received  the  fii-st  p.u-t  of  his  education  at  Dal- 
keith, and  then  attended  the  University  of  Edinburgh.  He 
had  passed  Advocate  when  an  incidental  occurrence  at  the 
Scottish  bar  made  him  doff  his  gown,  and  declare  he  would 
never  again  plead  where  he  was  subjected  to  insult.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  English  bar  in  1767.  In  1769  he  was 
a  sncoessful  pleader  in  the  Douglas  canse;  two  years  later  he 
became  Solidtor  General,  and  in  other  two  years  Attorney 
General.  His  fermness  tended  to  quell  the  Lord  George 
Gordon  riots  in  London  in  1780.  Soon  after  he  was  ap- 
pomted  Lord  Chief  Jnatice  of  the  Kin^s  Bench,  and  was 
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created.  Lonl  LouirlilKjrouf;!).  lie  joined  Vilt  in  i7'J3,  and 
became  Lord  ( 'liancollor.  This  hi^li  office  he  held  till  1801, 
when  he  was  created  I^arl  of  Rosslvn.  After  his  retirement 
he  showed  the  vivid  n  cdllection  he  had  of  the  localities  of 
his  early  life,  by  beini:;  takt^i  nt  his  own  earnest  desire,  in  a 
chair,  to  Elphinston's  Court,  South  Gray's  Close,  nearly  op- 
posite the  ancient  Koyai  Mint  of  Scotland.  Here  he  was 
anxious  to  see  some  paved  holes  in  the  court,  where  he  used 
to  play  at  a  juvenile  game^  and  on  seein<^'  them  the  old 
|j^ntleman*9  senribilites  were  excited  in  the  highest  degree* 
He  died  2d  January^  1805. 

Mnngo  Park)  the  celebrated  AfHcan  traTeHer, 
was  born  at  Fowlshiells,  in  Selkirkshire,  10th  Sep- 
tomlK?r,  1771.  Having  indicated  a  studious  turn  his  tather 
thought  of  educating;  liim  for  the  clunvli,  but  he  preferred 
the  medical  profession.  AVhen  a«;ed  Hftoen  he  was  bound 
apprentice  to  Mr.  Thtiinas  Anderson,  Surgeon,  Selkirk.  In 
178!)  he  came  to  Edinl)ur<;h,  and  attended  the  university  for 
three  sessions.  His  favourite  study  was  Botany.  Sir 
Joseph  Banks  afterwards  got  him  appointed  assistant  sur- 
geon to  an  East  iTidiaman,  and  taking  a  great  interest  in 
the  Association  for  Promoting  Discovery  in  Afiica,  in 
their  endeavonrs  to  ascertain  the  course  of  the  Ni^r,  Sir 
Joseph  east  his  eyes  on  Park  as  the  man  for  this  adventave. 
Park  sailed  for  the  exploration  of  the  Niger  22d  May,  1795, 
and  returned  in  the  end  of  1797|  and  pablisbed  his  deeply 
interesting  travels  in  1799.  On  2d  August  of  that  year  he 
married  Miss  Anderson,  daughter  of  his  former  master. 
He  then  settled  as  a  snigeon  at  Peebles^  but  on  30th  Janu- 
ary 1805,  he  again  set  off  on  another  expedition  for  Afirican 
discovery^  firom  which  be  never  return  e<l,  meeting  his  deaUi 
in  crossing  a  river  about  the  end  of  that  yeai'. 
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The  father  of  this  well-known  civic  dignitary  was 
a  Hshmong^r  in  Edinburgh.  The  son  became  a 
pcitnw  in  the  respectable  banking  house  of  Mansfield, 
Ramsay  and  Co.,  and  mairied  Miss  Mansfield.  In  1790 
he  was  elected  Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh.  At  the  riots 
that  took  place  in  Ediobacgh  in  1792  about  Boi^gh  Befi>rni^ 
when  it  was  profNMed  to  bnm  Mr.  Secretaij  Dundu — ^the 
Aitare  Lord  Melville — ^in  effigy,  the  Lord  ProTost  Stirling 
became  unpopular  among  the  lower  dassee.  He  was  created 
a  baronet  in  1792. 

The  thanks  of  the  royal  burghs  of  Scotland  were  yoted  to 
him  at  Edinbuigh  in  1799,  for  his  public  services  in  obtain* 
ing  convoys  for  Scottish  merchant  vessels  to  protect  them 
from  I'rench  privateers,    lie  died  in  1805. 

The  House  of  Commons  am'eed,  on  lOth  Maixih 

180S.  r  . 

1806,  to  an  additional  article  of  iinj»oachment 
against  Lord  Melville.  Westminster  Hall  wa,s  fitted  uj)  for 
the  trial,  which  commenced  21ttli  April  ot  that  year,  and 
continued  sixteen  daysy  terminating  on  the  12th  June,  wiicn 
the  Peers,  by  a  large  majority,  pronounced  Lord  Melville 
not  guilty,  and  he  was  acquitted  accordingly. 

The  intelligence  of  Lord  Melville's  acquittal  reached  Edin- 
burgh on  16th  June.  Several  houses  and  shops  were  illumi- 
nated on  the  occasiony  and  next  day  the  Lord  Provost,  Magis- 
trates, and  Coundl,  gave  a  dinner  at  Fortune's  Hotel  to  a 
number  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  and  a  public  dinner 
took  place  in  the  Assembly  Rooms,  Geoi^  Street,  on  27th 
of  the  same  month,  the  Earl  of  Haddington  in  the  chair, 
between  500  and  600  gentlemen  present. 

The  general  impression  seems  now  to  be  that  Lord  Mel- 
ville was  a  man  of  a  good  natured,  easy  disposition,  who  had 
allowed  his  pecuniary  affairs  to  be  managed  by  others  with- 
out minute  ini^uiry  Lim:»cli,  uiid  wdn  tiius  brought  into  a 
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painful  position  by  the  application  of  public  money  to  pur- 
poses of  which  he  was  nut,  but  should  have  been  cognisant. 

The  Hrst  exhilntioii  of  paintings  by  the  artists  of  Edin- 
burgh tf>ok  place  in  a  large  room  in  Nicukon  Street, 
called  the  Lyceum,  about  thia  period,  and  was  creditable 
for  a  first  attempt.  For  many  subsequent  years  a  similar 
annn  ii  exhibition  took  place  in  the  house  of  l^Ir.  afterwards 
Sir  lleniy  liaeburn,  York  Place,  to  whom  tlie  ard&ts 
allowed  £100  a-year  for  the  use  of  his  gallery.  This  was 
followed  afterwards  by  the  exhibitions  of  the  Boyal  Institu- 
tion and  the  Scottish  Academy^  which  have  tended  greatly 
to  improve  Scottish  art. 

Seldom  any  crime  excited  a  deeper  sensation  in  Edin- 
burgh than  a  cold-blooded  murder  which  took  place  on 
the  week  of  Hallow  Fair,  l;kh  November,  1«0G.  The 
porter  of  the  liiitisli  Liiiun  Company's  bank  was  stabbed 
and  nihlu'd  i)i  Tweeddalo  Court  while  carrying  a  large 
sum  ot  money.  A  reward  of  five  hundred  guinciis  was 
offered  for  the  discovery  of  the  munlertM',  luit  he  was  not 
traced.  Many  years  aft<n*wards  it  was  understood  that  a 
noted  character  who  was  found  guilty  under  very  remark- 
able circumstances  f)f  robbing  the  Paisley  Union  bank  w  as 
the  person  guilty  of  the  murder.  This  man  died  in  Edin- 
burgh prison  when  under  sentence  of  death  for  the  above 
crime.  This  murder  cast  a  sort  of  gloom  for  a  period  over 
Edinburgh. 


Bnt/amilt  UiXL 

Benjamin  Bell,  an  eminent  surgeon  in  Edinburgh, 
was  bom  at  Dumfries,  1749.  He  became  a  }>n])il 
at  Edinburgh  university  in  170(5,  and  after  studying  at 
Paris,  commenced  business  in  Kdniburgh,  1772.  His  'Sys- 
tem of  Surgery'  appeare  d  in  six  ^olumes  ?Svo,  in  1778,  and 
ran  thronirh  seven  editions,  the  last  beina:  extended  to  scN  en 
vulumcs.   Dr.  Bell  died  4th  April  1806.    He  was  the 
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father  of  three  well-known  Edinburgh  citizens,  Mr.  Robert 
Bell,  Advocate  Procurator  for  the  Church  of  Sootkmd, 
William  Bell  of  HnntliiU,  W.  and  Joseph  Bell,  long  an 
excellent  medical  practitioner  in  Edinbnigh. 

ITfticftit  l^wnlpf. 

Vincent  Lnnardi*  a  name  at  one  time  celebrated 

1806> 

in  Edinburgh.  He  was  a  young  Italian,  famous  as 
ail  aeronaut,  who  came  to  the  capital  of  Scotland  in  17i<4, 
and  lodged  in  ^Vulker's  Hotel.  James  Tytler,  known  as 
Balloon  Tytk  r,  was  the  fii*st  man  who  cxpuiimeiited  with 
these  aerial  carriages  in  Edinburgh.  Lunardi  exhibited 
\m  splendid  balloon  in  the  Pai'liamcnt  Square,  and  an- 
nounced that  he  wonld  set  off  in  it  on  an  aerial  voyage  troni 
the  green  of  Heriot's  Hospital,  5th  October  1784.  This 
became  a  holiday  in  the  city,  and  nearly  100,000  spectators 
were  assembled  to  witness  the  novel  undertaking.  The 
balloon  and  car  rose  about  three  o'clock,  and  Lunardi  passed 
over  the  city  at  a  considerable  height.  The  wind  carried 
him  near  North  Berwick^  then  near  Leven  and  Largo  in 
Fife.  After  a  voyage  of  an  hoar  and  a  half  he  descended 
safely  at  Ceres^  to  the  astonishment  of  the  simple  natives  of 
the  place,  some  reapers  in  the  field  deeming  him  and  the 
sonnd  d  his  trumpet  something  supematoral.  On  20th 
December  1784,  he  made  a  second  ascent  finom  Heriot's 
Hospital  green.  He  was  on  this  occasion  dressed  m  the 
costume  of  the  royal  archers,  and  provided  with  a  life  pre- 
sen-cr  in  case  ut  danger.  After  an  hour's  excursion  he 
landed  near  GuUan,  and  was  rescued  from  his  car  by  some 
fishermen.  On  31st  .luly  17^(3  he  made  liis  tliird  and  lust 
ascent  from  Edinburgh  at  the  same  spot ;  the  curit;nt  of 
wind  being  slight,  his  descent  was  only  t\No  miles  h-om  tlie 
city.  The  popular  feeling  is  eai>ily  led  in  any  direction — at 
that  time  iu  Edinburgh  every  thing  was    Lunardi."  The 
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ladies  -wove  Lunardi  bonnets.  Burns  alludes  to  this  in  one 
of  his  poems,  speaking  of  '^Miss's  6ne  Lunardi."  This 
aeronaut  died  in  1806. 


Edinborg^h  lost  one  of  her  most  useful  citizens  by 
the  death  of  Sir  ^^'illiaIn  Forbes  12th  November 
ISOIk  He  was  born  in  E<Jinbur<^h  5th  April  1731).  lie 
received  an  excellent  education  when  under  the  guardian- 
ship of  his  two  uncles,  T^ortis  Forbes  and  Pitsb'go.  He 
served  an  apprenticeship  in  the  banking  house  of  Coutts 
and  Co.,  and  became  a  partner  of  the  concern  in  1761,  and 
two  years  afterwards  the  well-lcnown  firm  of  Sir  William 
Forbes,  J.  Hunter  and  Co.,  was  fonned.  In  1 783  they  be- 
gan to  issue  notes,  which  were  received  as  readily  throng- 
out  Scotland  as  the  coin  of  the  realm.  In  1786  he  filled  the 
office  of  Master  of  the  Merchant  Company,  but  frequently 
declined  representing  the  city  in  Parliament.  He  also  re- 
fbsed  an  Irish  peerage.  At  one  time  he  was  a  member  of 
the  celebrated  London  Literary  Club,  where  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  Samuel  Johnson,  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  and 
other  eminent  literati  He  wrote  a  life  of  Dr.  Beattie,  which 
appeared  in  1806,  and  passed  through  several  editions.  He 
took  a  most  active  part  in  the  originating  ana  management 
of  many  of  the  Edinburgh  philanthropic  institutions. 

The  loundaiion-stone  of  Nelson's  Monument  was 
laid  in  the  ])resence  of  a  small  number  of  citizens 
on  tlie  morning  of  the  31st  October,  1807,  on  the  Calton 
Hill.  As  an  architectural  production,  it  is  of  a  nondescript 
character.  The  view  ftom  the  top  is  remarkably  fine,  and 
has  been  considered  one  of  the  most  splendid  in  Europe, 
consequently  very  interesting  to  strange 
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Alexander  Wood,  a  well-known  Edinburgh  char- 
acter of  very  otmsidenible  talent,  benevolence,  and 
eccentricity,  was  the  youngest  son  of  ^fr.  Wood  of  Warriston 
in  tho  ooanty  of  Mid-Lothian.  His  father  was  the  occupier 
of  a  iarm  which  Bgures  in  the  earlier  maps  of  Edinburgb, 
and  was  situated  near  the  north  end  of  Queen  Street,  and 
popularly  known  by  the  name  of  Wood's  Farm,  at  a  time 
when  the  grounds  which  now  form  the  New  town  of  Edin- 
burgh were  country  quarters,  and  the  scene  where  shooting 
and  other  rural  sports  were  enjoyed  by  the  gentry.  ^  Lang 
Sandy  Wood/*  the  soubriquet  by  which  this  excellent  man 
was  known  in  E^dinbnrgh,  was  bom  there  in  1725.  He 
studied  at  the  University,  and  began  business  as  a  surgeon 
at  Musseibiirgli,  and  afterwards  removed  to  Edinburgh, 
wliere  he  entered  into  partnership  with  Rattray  and  Con- 
gleton.  Sir  Walter  Scott,  in  Guy  Mannerintr,  alludes  to  a 
raven  that  was  a  pet  of  this  kind  snrgeon,  for  he  was  fond  of 
tl»c  dumb  animals,  and  there  was  u  sheep  which  was  wont  to 
pasture  in  the  grounds  now  pertaining  to  the  Royal  Bank 
in  St.  Andrews  Square,  ^^  liirlt  used  to  wait  for  him  daily  to 
feed  from  his  Ixiendly  hand.  Wood  had  a  gruff  but  in 
reality  kindly  way  with  his  patients,  which  they  thorou^^ly 
understood«i — ^He  died  in  Edinburgh  in  1807.  His  son, 
Qeofge  Wood,  was  also  widely  known  as  a  medical  prac- 
titioner, and  his  grandson  Alexander  Wood,  as  an  acute  and 
distinguished  lawyer,  became  Dean  of  the  Facul^  of  Advo- 
cates, and  now  adorns  the  supreme  bench  as  Lord  Wood. 

The  Loid  Provost,  Donald  Smith,  on  the  28th 
April,  1808,  gave  a  splendid  entertainment  to  Vis- 
count Cathcart,  and  a  number  of  the  nobility  and  citizens, 
on  presenting  his  lordship  with  a  congratulatory  address. 

The  address  was  enclosed  in  a  gold  box  of  great  value  and 
exquisite  wori^manship,  inscribed    From  the  Lord  Provost, 
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Magistrates,  and  Town  Council  of  Edinburgh,  to  the  Kight 
Hon.  Loni  Viscount  Catlu  art,  Commanding  his  Majesty's 
Forces  iu  Scotland,  victorious  at  Copenhagen,  7th  Septem- 
ber, 1507,  to  mark  their  high  esteem  of  Iiis  militaiy  talents, 
^  alour  and  hiimaDity,  manifested  in  that  memorable  expe- 
dition; also  to  exjuress  their  sense  of  his  uniform  regard  to 
the  interests  of  the  metropolis  of  Scotland." 

Zi)t  Couit  of  ^(»0ton. 

The  Court  of  Session  was  originally  instituted  in  1532. 
Prior  to  that,  civil  causes  were  tried  hy  an  ambulatory  Com- 
mittee of  Parliam^t,  and  even  after  the  erection  of  the 
Coturt  of  Session  it  sometimes  met  in  other  towns  besides 
Bdinburjilh.  In  1808,  the  court,  which  consisted  of  fif- 
teen judi.a  s,  was  divided  into  two  chambers,  and  on  2()tli 
October  tluit  year,  the  Court  assembled  for  the  fir^L  tiuie 
under  this  new  arrangement,  wlien  the  Solicitor-General, 
liobert  Blair  of  Avontou,  a  man  of  the  higliest  legal  char- 
acter and  acquinuiiciits,  presented  his  letter  of  apj)ointinent 
as  Lord  President  in  room  of  Sir  Hay  Campbell  resigned, 
and  on  the  12th  November  following,  their  lordships  pro- 
ceeded to  the  despatch  of  business,-^the  following  being  the 
arrangement  of  the  judges: 

First  Divuion.  Second  Division. 

Lord  President  (Blair),  Lord  Justice  Cluul  (Cu.  Uopb), 
Lord  Dunsinnaw,  Lokd  ?*>lkkmmot, 

Lord  Craig,  Loud  Ulem  i  k, 

Lord  Armadale,  Lord  Meai>uwu.u<k, 

Lord  Bannattn£,  Lord  Cvllen, 

Lord  Balwtto,  Lobd  Bobbrtson, 

LoBD  Hbbiuii]),  Lobd  Kbwtov. 

Loan  WOODHOUSBLRB. 

Dr.  James  Fin!a  \  ^r  n  was  born  in  the  parish  of 
1806.  . 
Dunblane  iii  After  receiving  his  education^ 
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he  was  employed  as  amanuensis  by  Professor  Anderson  of 
Glasgow,  and  then  became  tutor  to  Sir  Patrick  Muiray  of 
Ochtcrtyre,  afterwards  M.P.  for  Kdinburgh,  and  his  brother 
Sir  George  Murray.  lie  was  ordained  minister  of  Borth- 
wick  in  1787,  and  dunng  his  incumbency  there,  also  filled 
the  Logic  chair  in  Edinburgh  University.  Ho  was  ap- 
pointed minister  of  Lady  Yestei's  churchf  £dinbuigb»  in 
1790>  and  became  oollea|cne  to  Dr.  Blair  in  the  High  Ghnrch 
1799.  He  afterwards  wrote  the  Life  of  Blair,  appended  to 
his  Sermons.  He  was  an  active  leader  in  the  Scottish 
Church  Ooorts  on  the  moderate  side,  and  was  esteemed  a 
good  logician.   He  died  88th  Januar)  ,  1808. 


John  Home,  the  aiitlior  of  the  ti*a|jedy  of  *  Dou- 
glas,* was  born  in  Koxburghshirc  1724.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  at  EduiUur^h.  At  the  rebe]li()n  in 
1745  he  entered  the  royal  army,  and  was  taken  prisoner  at 
the  Battle  of  Falkirk.  He  became  minister  of  Athelstane- 
tbrd  in  East-Lothian  in  1750.  His  tragedy  of  *  Douglas  ' 
was  brought  forward  at  the  Edinburgh  Theatre  in  1756, 
and  created  a  considerable  commotion  in  Scotland,  from  the 
rare  oocorrence  of  a  clergyman  producing  an  acting  drama. 
The  matter  was  brought  before  the  Presbyterian  courts,  and 
he  ultimately  resigned  his  living.  In  1778  he  became  a 
captain  in  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch*s  regiment  of  Fencibles^ 
and  died  4th  September,  1808.  He  also  wrote  a  *  History 
of  the  Bebellion.*  He  mingled  much  among  the  literaiy 
circles  of  Edinbnrg|h. 


Dr.  James  Anderson  was  born  at  Hermiston, 

IflOB 

county  of  Edinburgh  1739.    lie  begun  liis  literary 
lucubrations  in  Xiuddi man's  Weekly  Magazine  in  1771. 
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He  left  his  fiutn  in  the  neighboarliood}  and  came  to  reside  in 
Edinburgh  in  1783.   Two  years  afterwards  his '  Account 

of  the  present  State  of  the  Hebrides  and  Western  Coasts  ' 
appeared.  lie  publislietl  u  euiious  and  amusing  liti  iiuy 
Miscellany  in  Meekly  numbers  from  1790  to  1794.  This 
wtis  a  voluminous  work,  and  was  entitled  '  The  Bee.'  He 
wrote  his  *  Kecreations  in  Afrriculturo  '  in  the  Monihly  Ke- 
view.    This  laborious  writer  died  15th  October,  lb08. 

Dr.  Alexander  Adam,  the  venerable  Kectorof  the 

1809 

High  School,  died  at  Edinburgh  I8th  October,  1809. 
He  was  bom  in  Morayshire  1741,  and  raised  himself  by  his 
own  educatbnal  industry,  became  a  teacher  in  Watson's 
Hospital,  Edinburgh  in  1761,  and  Rector  of  the  High 
School  in  1771.  He  published  his  *  Latin  Grammar'  in 
1772.  His  'Roman  Antiquities,'  < Geography  and  Latin 
Dictionary,'  are  all  works  of  great  research  and  learning. 
At  the  High  School  he  was  a  strict  disciplinaiuui;  notwith- 
standing this  he  was  a  favourite  with  the  hoys.  As  Kector, 
he  made  a  monthly  visit  to  each  of  tlie  otiier  classes,  and 
this  was  always  looketi  forward  to  by  the  pupils  with  great 
awe.  During  his  long  incumbency  he  educated  the  elite  of 
the  Edinburgh  citizens.  Such  was  the  estimation  in  whicii 
he  was  held  that  a  public  funeral  took  ])lace.  The  masters 
and  pupils  were  marshalled  at  the  school,  and  amounting  to 
about  six  hundred,  walked  in  procession,  followed  by  the 
Magistrates  and  Council,  Principal  and  Professors  of  the 
University,  and  about  seven  hundred  gentlemen  including 
the  judges  and  ministers. 

The  25th  October,  1809,  was  held  as  a  Jubilee 
throughout  Great  Britain,  George  HI.  having  then 
entered  on  the  fiftieth  year  of  his  reign.   In  Edinburgh  a 
procession  took  place  to  lay  the  foundation-stone  of  a  bastion 
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at  Leith  Docks,  -  tlio  Earl  of  Moira,  afterwanls  ^larquis  of 
Hastings,  officiating  on  the  occasion.  A  feu  dc  Joie  was  fired 
by  the  re^ritnents  of  militia  on  the  Castie-liill ;  sermons 
were  preached  in  all  the  charcheSy  and  collections  made  in 
aid  of  the  debtors  in  tlio  city  prison*  A  public  dinner  took 
place  in  the  Assembly  iiooms,  and  in  tbe  evening  a  biilliant 
iUiunination* 

ft 

% 

_      Dr.  Andrew  Hunter  was  tbe  son  of  lifr.  Andrew 
Hanter  of  Parity  Writer  to  the  Signet  He  was 
bora  in  EcBnbnrgh  1743,  and  studied  at  the  University 

there.  He  was  a  man  of  quiet  unostentatious  piety,  and 
simple  mild  mininers.  lir  Ik  caine  onv  ot"  the  ministers  of 
Dumfries  in  1770,  and  about  the  same  time  pro])rietor  of 
Barjarg  in  that  county.  Nine  years  after  he  was  a])])ointcd 
minister  of  New  Greyfriai*s,  Edinburgh,  and  in  178G  min- 
ister of  the  Tron  church,  where  he  long  officiated,  and  was 
held  in  the  liigliest  respect  by  his  congregation.  He  was 
Professor  of  Divinity  in  the  University  of  £dinburgh|  and 
Moderator  of  the  General  Assembly  in  1702.  He  died 
1809.  His  excellent  and  respected  son,  Dr.  John  Hunter, 
is  now  one  of  the  ministers  of  the  Tron  church.  Dr.  An- 
drew Hunter  published  some  occasional  sennons. 

^^^^  The  chief  ma^strate  of  the  city.  Lord  Provost 
Coulter,  having  died  in  office,  a  very  gorgeous  pub- 
lic funeral  took  place  in  Edinburgh,  2l8t  April  1810;  in  fact 
it  was  conducted  with  a  parade  and  show  that  was  greatly 
overdone.*  Coulter  was  a  plain  and  illiterate  dtisen. 
Vanity  was  his  weak  point,  therefore,  for  his  biographical 
sketch  we  can  only  give  an  anecdote  or  two  illustrative  of 

*  In  tho  Appendix  to  this  vdame  will  be  foand  n  notloe  of  the 
Cliit  f  MAgistmtes  of  Edinboigh  whoM  deoesie  ooonmd  doriag  tbeir  tennra 

of  (^ice. 
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this.  A  man  on  tho  street  onco  inqnired  at  him  the  rent  of 
a  hcust'  opposite.  llow  do  you  think  I  should  know  tliat?" 
.said  the  civic  (h<];nitarj'.  "  Oh,  Sir,"  ropHed  he,  *'  I  thought 
all  Edinburgh  was  yours."  Tiiat  pleased  the  aldermaD, 
tlic  title  he  had  formerly  assumed  in  London,  as  equivalent 
to  the  Scottish  one  of  Bailie,  On  another  occasiODy  when 
his  health  was  given,  he  said  he  could  assure  the  company 
that  though  he  had  the  body  of  a  stocking-weaver,  he  had 
the  soul  of  a  Sf^ttpio  A/reeeanus  (Scipio  Africanus).  Wlien 
once  recounting  the  various  civic  offices  he  held,  and  the 
different  institutions  over  which  he  was  a  governor,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Hunter  very  quietly  said  to  him,  "Tis  a  |)ity  but 
you  had  been  an  author,  Bailie,  you  would  have  filled  up 
an  excellent  ////t-})age.'' 

Another  remark  of  this  learned  civic  dignitary  was  tliat 
"  We  live  in  a  great  area"  (era). 


David  Herd  was  born  in  Kincardinesliirc  in  1732. 
He  filled  the  situation  of  an  accountant's  clerk  in 
Edinburgh  for  many  years.  He  edited  a  collection  of 
ancient  and  modem  Scottish  Songs  and  Ballads,  which  was 
published  at  Edinbui^h  in  2  volumes,  in  1772,  and  was  a 
contributor  to  several  of  the  periodicals.  He  aided  Sir 
Walter  Scott  considerably  in  his  Minstrelsy  of  the  Scottish 
Border.   He  died  in  1810. 


Robert  Blair  of  A^  ontoun.  Lord  President  of  the 

1811. 

Court  ol"  Session,  one  of  the  most  u|)right  and  ac- 
complished men  who  ever  sat  on  the  judicial  bench,  died 
suddenly  at  hia  house  in  George  Square,  20th  May  1811. 
He  was  born  at  Athelstaneford  in  1741.  His  father  was  the 
author  of  the  beautiful  and  philosophic  poem,  '  The  Grave.' 
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He  pasaed  advocate  in  17G4,  became  Solicitor-General  in 
1789 J  dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Advocates  in  1801,  and 
reached  the  highest  seat  on  the  bench  in  1808.  Heniy 
Dnndas,  Yiscoont  Melville^  and  he,  had  fonned  an  early  inti- 
macy, and  on  his  death  his  friend.  Lord  MeMUe,  came  to 
Edinburgh  to  attend  the  foneral,  but  unexpectedly  died  the 
very  morning  of  the  obscn^uies,  at  the  adjoining  domicfle^ — 
the  house  of  his  son-in-law,  Robert  Dondas  of  Amiston, 
Lord  Chief  Baion  of  Scotland. 

Admiral  Sir  Sv<lnev  Smitli,  the  hero  of  Acre, 
181 1  •  .       .  '  ' 

arrived  in  Ivliiiburgli  liHli  August  1811,  and  two 
days  after  the  Magij^tmtes  ccmforred  the  freedom  of  the  city 
on  this  gallant  officer,  to  mark  lli  '  sense  entertained  of  his 
services  to  the  conntri'.  Wherever  he  went  in  the  city  he 
was  received  by  the  inhabitants  with  great  distinction. 


^^^^      James  Grahame,  the  author  of  'The  Sabbath,' 

was  bom  in  Glasgow,  22d  April  1765.  He  became 
apprentice  to  his  cousin,  Mr.  Lawrence  Hill,  Writer  to  the 
Signet  in  Edinburgh,  and  after  practising  as  a  Writer  for 
some  years  lie  jiassed  Advocate.  He  had  long  shown  a  pre- 
dilection for  ]ioi'tr\%  He  published  *The  Sabbath'  anony- 
mously; on  his  wife  reading  it,  ignorant  of  her  hn<5band 
being  the  author,  she  said,  "  Ah  James !  if  you  could  but 
produce  a  poem  like  this.'*  He  resided  for  some  years  at 
Ktrkliill,  near  £dinburgh.  He  now  quitted  the  bar  and 
was  ordained  as  an  Episcopalian  minister.  On  a  vacancy 
in  St.  George's  Chapel,  Edinbuigh,  he  became  a  candidate, 
but  though  his  excellence  as  a  preacher  was  acknowledged, 
he  did  not  obtun  this  charge,  but  was  afterwards  appointed 
curate  of  Sedgefield  in  Durham.  He  died  near  Glasgow, 
Uth  September  1811. 
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John  Levden,  the  author  of  *The  Scenes  of 
1811.  *' 

Infancy,'  was  born  in  Roxburghshire  8tb  September 

1775.    He  early  displayed  a  taste  for  poetry.    He  studied 

at  the  University  of  Edinburgh  under  Dugald  Stewart, 

whose  successor,  Dr.  Thomas  Brown,  was  one  of  hb  early 

friends.   In  the  session  1797-^  he  was  at  St.  Andrews, 

and  was  member  of  a  debating  society  there  with  Lord 

Campbell  and  Dr.  Chalmers,  then  his  fellow-students. 

Subsequently  he  resided  for  some  yesu^  in  £dinburgh, 

where  he  became  intimate  with  Henry  Mackenzie,  Lord 

Wotxlhouselee,  AValter  Scott,  and  others  of  the  In'ghest 

literary  character.    He  was  licensed  as  a  preacher  in  180(). 

The  Ktiinburgh  Magazine  and  the  Scots  Magazine  were 

united  in  1802,  and  Leyden  became  fur  a  tiinc  the  editor. 

Li'vcleii  had  displayed  considerable  philological  genius, 

and  it  was  thoujiht  bv  his  friends  that  he  was  well  fitted  for 

investigating  the  languages  and  literature  of  the  Indian 

tribes.    He  now  studied  surgery  with  his  characteristic 

ardour,  and  was  appointed  Assistant  Surgeon  on  the  Madras 

estabhslnnent.   In  April  1803  he  sailed  for  India,  where, 

after  a  highly  honourable  career  in  the  pursuit  of  learning, 

he  accompanied  Lord  Minto  in  the  expedition  to  Java,  and 

died  there  of  a  short  illness,  28th  August  1811.  Leyden 

was  a  singular  being,  full  of  the  eccentricities  of  genius,  but 

a  kind  and  generous  man,  most  beloved  by  those  who  knew 

him  best. 


A  custom  "more  honoured  in  tlie  breach  tluui  in 
the  obsenance,"  had  long  prevailed  in  Edinlnugh, 
of  ushering  in  the  new  year  with  boisterous  mei  riuient  in 
the  .streets.  T!iis  led,  on  the  public  clocks  ol'  the  High 
Street  announcing  the  advent  of  the  year  1812,  to  riots 
of  the  most  serious  description;  a  band  of  young  men  a^ 
tacked  all  whom  they  met,  committed  many  robberies,  and 
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murdered  a  policeman.  Three  of  tlie  culprits  were  executed 
on  a  gibbet  crcctef?  in  the  High  Street,  22d  April,  1812. 

A  new  ail  1  improved  Police  Bill  for  Edinbur«fh  was  ob- 
tained in  1812,  and  the  Police  Court  conducted  under  a  sti- 
pendiary Magistrate  was  closed  in  July  that  year;  and 
thereafter  the  unpaid  Magistrates  of  Edinburgh  officiated 
as  jndges  on  petty  crimes  under  this  new  Act. 

9tofffidor  aiejraitUer  ^unai>. 
A  Terv  remarkable  man  was  elected  Prolbssor  of 

1812. 

Oriental  languages  in  the  Univernty,  8th  JoIt, 
1812,  the  Bev.  Alexander  Murray,  minister  of  Uir.  He 
was  bom  in  Ktrkcndbrightshire  in  1775,  and  was  educated 
at  Edinbnxgh  Unirersity;  being  of  poor  parentage,  a  dty 
bursary  was  obtained  for  him,  and  he  showed  such  a  natural 
taste  for  Oriental  literature  and  the  acquisition  of  languatfes, 
that  he  came  to  be  unrivalled  in  that  respect,  atul  a  few  years 
before  lik  appointment  to  the  professorship  was  found  to  be 
the  only  ])erson  in  the  Briti^ih  dominion*!,  or  probably  in 
Europe,  who  was  able  to  translate  into  English  a  letter  from 
the  Einjjeror  of  Abyssinia  to  the  King  oi"  Great  Britain. 
Unfortunately  the  name  of  this  extraordinary  linguist  only 
shed  a  lustre  over  the  Univei-sity  of  Edinburgh  for  a  short 
period,  as  he  died  I5th  April  of  the  jear  following  his 
election  to  the  chair. 


9Q(nt^,  Duk£  of  UmuUuc^* 

^^^2  A  yeneial^e  old  gentleman,  well-known  in  Edin- 
bnigh,  and  who  might  be  designated  as  one  of  its 
citisens,  died  11th  Jannaxy,  181S,  Henrir  Scott,  Doke  of 
Bncdeoch  and  Qneensbeny.  He  was  of  quiet,  plain,  and 
unpretending  habits^  used  fiequentlj  to  walk  the  streets  as 
an  ordinaiy  citiaen — and  of  easy  access  to  all  classes.  He 
long  commanded  a  regiment  of  Fendbles  in  the  Castle.  As 
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an  ajuusing  specimen  of  the  siuiplieity  of  liis  manners,  it  was 
said  that  on  one  occasion  on  liis  way  to  tlu>  ri»giment,  a 
country  girl,  ignorant  of  iiis  rank,  accosted  him  on  the 
esplanade  with:  "  Soldier,  my  man,  can  you  tell  me  where 
I'll  find  my  brither  Will."  He  kindly  listened  to  her,  and 
learning  that  her  brother  was  a  private  in  his  regiment,  took 
her  under  his  escort.  On  passing  the  sentinels  at  the  Castle 
gate  they  presented  arms  to  the  Duke.  She,  surprised, 
asked  the  meaning  of  that.  The  Duke  humorously  re- 
plied, It's  either  to  you  or  me.**  On  reaching  the  regi- 
ment, then  under  parade,  her  hrother^s  astonishment  at 
the  scene  may  be  conceived.  He  enquired  if  she  knew  who 
that  was.  She  said,  "  I  dinna  ken  wha  he  is,  hut  he's  a 
very  civil  lad."  On  hearintr  that  it  was  the  colonel  of  the 
regiment, — the  Duke  ol  liiicckiuli — her  sui*j)rise  may  be 
imagined.  Tlie  Scotts  of  Buccleucli  have  always  been 
famed  for  their  consideration  for  the  feelings  and  welfare  of 
others.  "Live,  and  let  live,"  is  understood  to  he  the  axiom 
uu  which  the  Buccleucli  family  have  always  been  trained. 

Alexander  Fraser  Tytler,  Loixl  Woodhouselee, 
1813.  J      '  ' 

was  born  in  Edinburgh,  15th  October,  1747,  and 
died  there  5th  Januaiy,  1813.  He  was  educated  at  the 
High  School,  and  was  dux  of  the  Rector*8  class.  He  passed 
Advocate  in  1770,  and  was  appointed  Ptofessor  of  Uni- 
versal Htstoiy  in  1780.  His  prelections  were  so  excellent 
and  became  so  popidar,  that  two  years  after  he  published 
'Outlines'  of  his  course.  He  wrote  in  the  Mbror  and 
Lounger.  His  Essay  on  the  principles  of  Translation  was 
published  in  1790.  It  was  considered  a  standard  work  in 
criticism.  He  succeeded  to  the  estate  of  Woodhouselee,  a 
beautiful  residence  near  Edinburgh,  in  170*2,  and  to  Bal- 
main  in  Invemess-shire  tin'ough  his  wife  soon  after.  In 
1802  he  took  his  seat  on  the  bench  as  Lord  Wooilhouselee. 
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HU  *  Memoirs  of  the  Life  and  Writmgs  of  Henry  Home, 
Lord  Karnes/  appeared  in  2  vols.  410,  in  1807.  His  '  Ele- 
ments of  General  History,  Ancient  and  Modern,'  is  ac- 
curately and  elegantly  written,  and  has  become  a  standard 
work. 

^^^^       On  account  of  the  hi(;h  price  of  provisions,  some 
of  the  almost  extinct  class  of  riots  called  Meal  Mobs^ 
arose  again  in  the  city  in  1813. 

A  MM  v  useful  institution  was  CfMnmenced  in  1813,  desig- 
nated the  Society  for  the  Suppression  of  Be^ng.  The 
iudiscrimioate  relief  of  undeserving  beggars  in  tlie  streets 
had  given  rise  to  much  evil  and  impodtion.  Street  b^^ng 
was  now  suppressed,  soup  kitchens  were  subsequently  opened 
to  relieve  those  in  real  distress^  and  a  repository  for  work 
established^  where  a  committee  of  ladies  gave  out  industrial 
employment  to  the  deserving  poor. 

The  House  of  Commons  on  the  30th  April  1813,  voted 
£10,000  towards  building  a  new  prison,  and  Xl,000  for  a 
County  Hall  in  EdinbufLdi. 

Tlie  old  massive  silver  keys  of  the  city  ut"  Edinburgh  had 
been  long  lost  and  were  found  this  year,  when  on  19th  May, 
1^13,  the  ancient  custom  of  presenting  them  to  the  Sovereign 
or  his  representative  was  revived  by  the  Lord  Frovost, 
liam  Creech,  and  the  ^^agistrates  waiting  on  the  Lord 
High  Commissioner,  Lord  Napier,  and  presenting  him  with 
the  keys.  The  last  time  this  had  been  done  was  in  July, 
1628)  when  these  identical  keys  were  presented  to  King 
Charles  L 

The  lai^  room  in  Free  Masons  Hall,  Niddxy  Street,  was 
used  in  1813  as  a  place  of  meeting  for  the  Edinburgh  Forum, 
an  institution  where  literary  and  abstract  political  questions 
were  propounded  for  debate.  The  institution  was  found  use^ 
ful,  attracting  many  of  the  inhabitants  to  it  in  the  evenings 
as  a  rational  [dace  of  amusement.  .Vuiong  the  intelligent 
and  interesting  speakers  were  James  Hogg  tiie  Ettiiek 
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Shepherd,  and  John  M'Diaimid,  afterwards  well  known  as 
the  editor  of  the  Dumfries  and  Galloway  Courier. 

At  this  period  it  was  the  custom  in  Edinburgh  to  ooai'- 
nicraorate  the  occurrences  then  taking  place  on  the  continent 
of  Europe,  by  tlic  thunder  of  the  Castle  guns;  and  bo  fre* 
quent  and  stirring  in  those  warlike  days  were  the  series  of 
public  events,  that  from  the  Ist  July,  ISIS,  to  1st  July, 
1814|  this  noisy  demonstration  took  place  twenty  different 
times.   The  events  so  honoured  were  the  ibllowing: 

DaU  of  evcjd.  Celebrated  in  Edinburgh. 

1813.  2lBtJi]iie     Battle  of  Vittotia,  .   6th  July 

Battles  of  the  Pyrenees,  19th  Aug. 

Fall  of  Fortress  of  St.  Sebastian,      17th  Sept. 
IJemafloftc  and  HIucIut's  Victories,  24th  ISept. 
Entry  of  Wellington  into  the  French 
Territories,     ....  2UtOct. 
18th  Get.      Battle  of  Ldpsic,    .  8th  Nov. 

UtNov.       Fall  of  Pampduna,  .    12th  Nov. 

Restoration  of  tho  Hrxiso  of  Orange 

and  Battle  of  Uanau,  .      25th  Nov. 

Restoration  of  Haaover,  .   27th  Nov. 

10th  Nov.      Defeat  of  Soult  at  St.  Pe  by  Wel- 
lington,      ....      28th  Nov. 

1814.  0     13  Dec.  Battles  in  the  South  of  France    .    l-^t  Jan. 
14th  Jan.       Pejice  with  Denmark,      .       .       21Uh  Jan. 
9&10Mareh  Battle  of  Laon,         .  .   20th  March 
29th  Feb.     Battle  of  Orthee,    .  27th  Feb. 
r2( h  March    Capture  of  Bordeaux,        .      .    14th  March 
SOtli  March    Capitulation  of  Paris,      .       .       8th  April 
2d  April        Deposition  of  Napoleon,            .    11th  April 
11th  April     Abdication  of  Napoleon,        .      15th  April 
30th  Hay     Definitive  IVeaty  of  Peoee,       .  SthJnne 

Proclamation  of  Peace,  .  29th  Jime 

On  8th  November,  1813,  a  general  illumination  took 
place  in  the  city,  by  order  of  the  Magistrates,  as  a  rejoicing 
for  the  great  victory  obtained  by  the  allied  armies  at  Leipsic, 
and  on  15th  April,  1814,  a  similar  rejoicing  t,Mjlc  plare  ii 
tlie  entry  of  the  allies  into  Paris,  and  the  consequent  con- 
clusion of  tlie  lon^  aiui  desolating  French  Revolutionary 
War.  The  utmost  joy  pervaded  ail  classes;  the  inhabitants 
wore  wkiie  cockades  on  the  occasion.   A  trimnphAl  arch  was 
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thrown  across  the  Soutli  Bridge  beaiing  tiie  iuscriptiou ; 
^  Moscow  burnty — i^foia  saved." 

William  Ccaig^  Lord  Cnug»  «  judge  of  the  Coui-t 
of  SoBskniy  and  an  elegant  writer,  was  bom  in  1745. 
He  paaaed  Advocate  1768.  The  periodical  work.  The  Mir- 
ror, which  ranked  high  among  the  British  Esiajists,  was  pro- 
jected hj  Ctng,  and  began  to  appear  in  1779.  The  prin- 
cipal members  of  the  Mirror  Club  in  Edinburgh  at  that  time 
were  Henry  Mackenaie^  Cnlleni  and  Madeod  Bannatyne. 
To  the  Lcmnger  he  was  a  contributor.  He  succeeded  Lord 
Hailes  on  the  bench  1792.  He  died  8th  July,  1813. 


AlexaTider  AVilson,  the  celebrated  Ornithologist, 
and  a  ^ood  Sc(>tti<h  poet,  was  born  at  Paisley  in 
1766.  He  came  to  Q^eeiisferry  near  K()inburgh  as  a 
weaver,  and  for  three  years  travelled  as  a  Sc  (>tti?;li  pedlar, 
with  a  packy  as  it  was  called,  that  is,  selling  niiscellaneous 
articles;  to  which  be  soon  added  a  volume  of  his  poems. 
From  Edinburgh  he  wrote  to  a  friend,  I  have  this  day 
measored  the  height  of  a  hundred  stairs,  and  explored  the 
recesses  of  twice  that  number  of  miserable  habitations;  and 
what  have  I  gained  by  it,  only  two  shillings  of  worldly  pelf.** 
He  appeared  in  Edinburgh  at  a  debating  society  called  the 
Forum,  and  on  the  question,  Whether  the  exertions  of 
Allan  Bamsay  or  Bobert  Feigusson  had  done  most  honour 
to  Scottish  Poetry,"  he  recited  a  poem  of  his  own,  called 
*  The  Laurel  Disputed,*  and  spoke  in  fiivour  of  the  supe- 
riority of  Fergusson*  He  also  read  in  public  two  other 
poetical  essays,  and  contribnted  some  foaea  to  Dr.  Ander- 
son's *  Bee.*  He  went  to  Ayrshire  to  meet  Robert  Bums, 
and  the  two  poets  becainu  intimate.    His  best  aud  most  celo- 
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bratod  poem,  *  Wat  and  Meg,*  appeared  in  1792.  IIo  went 
to  America  in  1794.  He  became  a  teacher  there.  The 
idea  of  his  splendid  ornitholorncal  work  first  occuzred  to 
liim  in  180?..  He  visited  the  fails  of  Niagara,  and  walked 
1,260  miles  in  North  America  in  59  days,  and  after 
wondrous  adventures,  forming  a  perfect  romance^  he  pub- 
lished the  first  volume  of  his  *  American  Ornithology '  in 
1808,  and  the  second  in  1810.  He  sailed  down  the  Ohio 
some  six  hundred  miles  in  a  small  boat,  with  his  fowling* 
piece,  and  slept  many  weeks  in  the  wilderness,  with  his  gun 
and  pistols  in  his  bosom.  His  work  became  famous  both  in 
Europe  and  America.  He  had  brought  out  seven  volumes 
of  it,  and  wag  colouring  with  his  own  hands  the  plates  for 
the  ei^fhth,  when  he  died  23d  August,  1813,  after  as  singular 
a  life  as  perhaps  an^'  Scotsiiiaa  ever  cucouutered. 


^^^^  Francis  Home  was  born  1719.  He  was  appren- 
ticed with  Mr.  Rattray,  surgeon,  Edinbiu'gh,  and  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Koyal  Medical  Society.  He  gra- 
duated in  1780,  and  eight  years  afterwards  was  elected  Pro- 
fessor of  Materia  Medica  in  the  University  of  Edinbui^h. 
He  wrote  several  medical  works  highly  esteemed  in  those  days. 
His  *  Principia  Medicine '  appeared  in  Latin,  and  was  much 
used  as  a  text-book.  His  account  of  'Dunse  Spa'  was 
published  in  1751,  and  his  '  Experiments  on  Bleaching^*  for 
which  the  Scottish  Board  of  Trustees  awarded  him  a  medal, 
in  1756.  He  held  the  ProfeBsorship  of  Agriculture  in 
Edinburgh  for  a  period  on  its  first  insiitutioD. 

Dr.  Home  died  in  1813. 


A  remurkablo  event  took  place  in  the  annals  of 
Scottisli  lituiatnre  in  Kdiahnrgh  on  4tli  July  1814, 
by  the  publication  of  *  Waverlcy  ;  or  'Tis  Sixty  Years  Since.' 
Its  authorsliip  was  anonymous,  but  even  then  tliere  was  a 
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general  ruuiour  that  it  was  written  by  Walter  Scott,  who 
had  been  for  some  time  the  most  popular  of  Scottisli  poets. 
Waverley  was  the  first  of  a  series  of  romances,  partly  histori- 
cal in  tiieir  clianicter,  which  may  be  said  to  have  attracted 
more  of  the  public  attention  than  any  works  of  fiction  that 
ever  appeared^  and  the  success  of  Waverley  induced  the 
author  to  follow  rapidly  with  ^61^  Manneiuig/  'The 
Antiquary/  and  'Bob  Boy/  be  adopting  a  strict  meogmiQ 
which  probably  added  to  the  public  interest  by  ezdting  a 
greater  curiosity  regarding  their  parontage. 

Daniel  Stewart  was  born  1741,  and  came  earlv  to 

1814. 

Edinburgh  where  he  held  au  appointment  in  the 
Court  of  Exchequer,  and  at  his  death  in  lyl4  left  property 
to  the  amount  of  £18,000  to  trustees  to  purchase  a  piece  of 
ground  in  a  healthy  situation  either  in  tiie  city  of  Edinburgh 
or  suburb'',  nnd  build  an  hospital  thereon  for  poor  boys.  In 
184y  til  ■  f  unds  liaving  tructified,  the  Trustees  obtained  a 
site  at  tJic  Dean,  close  by  the  New  Town,  where  they  erect- 
ed a  handsome  hospital,  from  a  design  by  Mr.  David  Rhind. 
The  outlay  was  altogether  near  £30,000.  The  hospital  was 
opened  in  1855.  Tlu  re  are  now  fifty  boys  in  it  receiving  a 
good  education.  The  Rev.  Hugh  Niven,  late  of  Gartmore 
chape],  was  app<Hnted  the  head  master.  Boys  of  the  name 
of  Stewart  and  Madarlane  have  the  preference*  The  age 
for  admission  is  between  seven  and  ten. 

Stewart  also  founded  a  Free  school  at  his  native  parish  of 
IfOgiendt,  which  cost,  with  the  endowment,  nearly  £4,000* 

^^^^      Parliament  voted  £10^000  towards  finisfamg  the 
building  of  the  Universi^,  21st  June  1815,  and  a 
similar  sum  was.  annually  granted  till  the  whole  was  com- 
pleted. 

Intelligence  of  the  great  victory  which  again  gave  peace 
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to  Euroi)e — the  Battle  of"  Waterloo — reacluMl  TvHnburfrh  on 
Saturday  24th  Jnno,  1815,  six  days  after  the  battle  was 
fought,  an  express,  with  the  important  tidings,  beinrr  for- 
warded from  London  by  the  Lord  Provoflt,  Sir  John  Mar* 
joribanks,  Bart.,  M.P. 

On  r2th  August  1815,  the  gallant  hero  of  BaiTosa, 
Thomas  Grahame^  Lord  Lynedoch,  was  presented  with  the 
freedom  of  the  dty  In  a  gold  box. 

The  foundations  of  the  Regent  Bridge  and  the  new  Jail 
were  laid  on  19th  September  1815,  with  a  grand  masonie 
procession,  accompanied  by  the  public  bodies,  Sir  John 
Marjoribanks,  M.P.,  attending  as  Lord  Provost,  with  tlie 
Magistrates  and  the  Parliamentary  Commissioners.  This 
splendid  bruigc  was  intended  to  continue  the  line  of  Prince's 
Strc'i't  to  the  Calton  Hill,  and  when  completed  formed  one 
of  the  greatest  modern  iiji])n)vementis  ot  Edinburgh. 

The  week  commencing  30th  October  1815,  was  a  parti- 
culai'ly  crowded  and  gay  one  in  the  Scottish  metropolis. 
The  modem  amusement  of  a  musical  festival  was  held  tor 
the  first  tiino  in  Edinburgh.  Tlie  large  or  outer  Parliament 
House  was  fitted  up  for  the  morning  oratorios  with  a  grand 
organ.  This  hall  held  1,500  people,  and  was  crowded  on 
all  the  occasions.  The  evening  concerts  were  in  Corn's 
Booms,  head  of  Leith  Walk.  The  charge  was  three  guineas 
for  six  performances.  Tickets,  to  the  amount  of  nine  thou* 
sand,  were  disposed  of. 

On  the  dd  November,  Sadler,  the  aeronaut,  ascended  from 
the  University  buildbgs  in  a  splendid  car  attached  to  his 
balloon.  He  went  dose  by  SaEsbniy  Crags,  and  descended 
in  a  ploughed  field  near  Portobello.  The  Calton  Hill, 
Arthur's  Seat,  and  Salisbury  Crags  presented  to  view  a 
dense  and  moving  crowd  surveying  the  beautifbl  scene. 

The  Archdukes  John  and  Lewis,  brothers  of  the  Emperor 
of  Austria,  ftiiived  in  Kdinburgh  2d  December  1815. 
Tht'>  were  presented  with  the  freedom  of  the  city,  visited 
Holyrood  and  the  principal  public  institutions,  and  were 
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entertained  hy  the  Lord  ProfVOBty  ArbttUmot,  at  his  house  in 
Charlotte  Square. 

Tlie  Speculative  Society  is  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
philosophical  associations  connected  with  the  Univecnty  of 
Edinburgh.  The  oompletion  of  it8  fiftieth  year  was  cele- 
brated on  17th  December  1815.  Soine  of  the  moet  eminent 
literary  men  attended;  among  these  were  William  Adam, 
John  Clerk)  Heniy  Cockbum,  Lord  Qilliesy  FftmciB  Homer, 
Francis  Jefirey,  James  Moncriefl^  John  A.  Mniray,  Profes- 
sor Playfidr,  and  Walter  Scott 

William  Creech,  a  well-known  Edinburgh  book- 

1816 

seller  and  publisher,  was  the  son  of  the  liev.  William 
C'reecli,  minister  of  Newbattle,  He  was  born  in  1745.  In 
1760  he  went  on  a  continental  tour  with  Lord  Kilmaiirs, 
son  of  tlie  Earl  of  Giencaim.  In  1771  he  joined  his  old 
master,  Kincaid,  as  a  bookseller,  in  the  conspicuous  building 
long  known  as  Creeches  land,  facing  the  Cross,  dae  west, 
where  the  Edinburgh  literati  used  often  to  meet,  as  well  as 
at  his  house  at  breakfast*  His  parties  there  were  called 
Creech's  kceee.  For  a  long  period  he  had  a  villa  at  Trinity, 
where  he  used  to  ride  down  with  his  man-servant,  also  on 
lioneback.  This  was  the  old  style  of  a  gentleman  in  the 
Scottish  metropolis.  Creech  was  a  handsome,  genteeUlookmg 
man.  He  published  the  principal  Scottish  worics  during  his 
time.  In  1811  he  was  elected  Chief  Msgistnite  of  the  dty. 
When  pioffisred  this  honour  he  was  doabtfhl  about  it,  and 
consulted  Dr.  Gregory  if  ho  should  accept.  "  By  aU  means,*' 
said  the  Dr.,  **I  should  like  to  see  the  inside  of  a  Lord  Pro- 
vost.'* Ilis  letters  compaiing  the  state  of  society  and  man- 
ners in  Edinburgh  in  1763  and  1783,  are  so  curions 
and  valuable  that  they  form  a  liistorical  d  umnent,  and  we 
shall  give  them  in  the  apperulix'  to  tliis  part.  Ilis  liter- 
aiy  lucubrations  were  (xtUected  in  an  octavo  volume,  entitled 
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*  Edinburgh  Fugitive  Pieces.'  Creech  dietl  14th  January 
1815. 

\A'lien  the  Court  of  Session  was  divided  into  two 

1816* 

Cliainbers  in  1^>06,  lioynl  Coinniis-ioiiers  were  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  if  tlie  intitKluctlun  of  trial  by  jury  in 
civil  causes  might  be  surrcessfully  attenjpted  in  Scotland. 
Their  report  was  favourable,  and  an  Act  was  passed  accord- 
ingly in  1814.  The  Hight  Hon.  William  Adam  was  ap- 
pointed Lortl  Chief  Commissioner,  or  presiding  judge  of  the 
court,  which  was  opened  on  22d  January  1816)  the  X^ord 
Chief  Commissioner  deli\'ering  an  eloquent  speech  on  the 
oocadon. 

The  erection  of  this  court  gave  rise  to  the  witticism,  why 
Is  the  Jury  Court  in  Scotland  like  the  garden  of  Edent — 
Becanse  it  was  made  ibr  Adam. 


^^^^  Dr.  Adam  Ferguson,  an  individual  long  known 
in  the  literary  circles  of  Edinburgh,  died  in  ^farch 
1816,  in  the  93d  venr  of  his  age.  In  his  youtli  he  stiuiied 
both  at  St.  Ati  lii  ws  and  Edinburgh  Universities.  In 
1745  he  was  Chaj>hiiii  to  the  42d  regiment,  twelve  years 
after  he  was  tutor  in  the  family  of  the  Earl  of  Bute,  and  in 
1759  was  appointed  to  the  Natural  Philosophy  Chair,  Uni- 
versity of  Edinburgh,  but  six  years  afterwards  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Moral  Pliiiosophy  Class.  In  1767  his  *  Essay 
on  Civil  Society'  appeared,  and  in  17S3  his  < History  of 
the  Boman  Bepublic'  He  retired  irom  his  professional 
labours  the  following  year  to  a  picturesque  rural  situation, 
Hallyards,  near  Peebles,  where  he  was  often  visited  by  Sir 
Walter  Scott  and  other  literal^  men.  In  Edinbui^h  he 
loDg  resided  in  a  large  mansion  at  the  south  side  of  the 
town,  Sdennes  Honse^  near  the  spot  where  the  ancient 
nunnety  of  Catherine  ui  Sienna  stood.  His  house  thm 
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was  frequented  by  some  of  the  most  distinguished  men  of 

the  day. 

As  comparntivcly  unimportant,  few  incidents  are  given 
in  this  volume  reirardinn;  thrntrioal  nr  dramatic  matters. 
The  Edinburgh  Theatre  was  originally  in  the  Canongate; 
Allan  Ramsay  attempted  one  in  Carmbber's  Close,  and 
in  17()9,  the  present  daU,  stupid-looking  building  was 
erected  in  iVont  of  Sliakspeave  Square.  Confs  Kooms, 
at  the  head  of  Leith  Walk,  were  afterwards  converted  into  a 
theatre^  and  oocasionaUy  tued  as  a  rival  to  the  Theatre 
Royal,  or  a  oonjoint  adventaie  with  it.  In  1784  the  Siddong^ 
the  celebrated  Mrs.  Siddons^  sister  of  John  Kemble,  ap- 
peared in  £Sdinbn]|;liy  and  so  great  was  the  anxiety  to  wit* 
ness  her  perfimnances,  that  the  visitors  used  to  tehe  pos- 
session of  their  seats  at  two  o*clock,  and  amuse  themselves 
there  till  she  appeared  in  character  in  the  evening.  Her 
Queen  Kadierine  and  Belvidera  were  among  the  most  cele- 
brated of  her  performances.  In  personal  appearance  she 
was  a  woman  of  commanding  beauty,  deemed  like  the  fancy 
figure  of  Melpomene,  tlic  tragic  muse.  In  1815  lier  suc- 
cessor Miss  O'Neill,  appeared  in  Edinburgh,  and  then  there 
was  a  similar  tlieatneal  mania;  porters  were  actually  engaged 
to  .sleep  all  night  on  the  street  at  the  box  office  door  of  the 
Theatre  to  secure  places.  Juliet  and  Mrs.  Beverley  were 
two  of  her  best  dramatic  appearances,  and  she  was  a  young 
woman  of  great  natural  talent  and  genius.  In  1816  the 
elder  Kean  appeared,  and  also  created  considerable  excite- 
ment,— Richard  ILL  and  Sir  Giles  Ovenreach  were  two  of 
his  most  celebrated  characters. 

The  year  1816  was  remarkably  late  in  its  harvest.  About 
the  middle  of  October,  the  fields  in  the  nei^boorhood  of 
Edinbni^^h  were  onlj  then  catting  down,  being  fiilly  six 
weeks  later  than  the  ordinary  period  of  these  cereal  opera- 
tions whidi  so  materially  afiect  that  important  matter  in  the 
practical  bosiness  of  human  life — the  price  of  bread. 

It  aoconb  well  with  the  spirit  of  diseoveiy  in  the  early 
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part  of  the  ninctooiith  centiiiy,  to  record  licre  tliat  a  young 
English  onf^iiioer,  Mr.  John  Grafton,  educated  under  Cleg^ 
came  to  Edinburgh  on  the  18th  November,  1616,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  a  survey  of  tlie  town,  to  fix  on  an  eligible 
spot  for  gas  works,  in  order  to  light  the  Scottish  metro{K>lis 
with  gas  instead  of  oil  lamps — an  improvement  which  the 
preceding  generation  would  have  regarded  as  altogether 
fiibulous  or  Utopian.  He  and  some  leading  intelligent  and 
enterprising  citizens  who  accompanied  him,  decided  on  the 
foot  of  New  Street,  Canongate,  aa  the  best  site,  and  there 
are  still  to  be  found  the  extensive  works  of  the  old  Gas 
Company  of  Edinburgh. 

The  first  series  of  the  *  Tales  of  my  Landlord '  were  pub- 
lished in  Edinburgh,  10th  December,  1816,  by  Blackwood, 
containinrr  the  *  Black  Dwarf'  and  *  Old  Mortality.'  Tlie 
])revi()U8  works  of  the  author  of  Waverley  had  all  been  pub- 
lished bv  Constable — the  objort  of  this  cliange  was  to  keep 
tip  the  incognito  of  the  author,  but  iht-  discernment  of  the 
EdiiilmrLdi  ])nblie  was  not  at  fault,  tliey  were  at  once  recog- 
nised as  pnuhictions  of  the  same  author.  Tiio  stor}-  of  the 
Black  Dwarf  was  one  compai*atively  unimportant,  Walter 
Scott  having  taken  for  his  prototype  in  it,  a  deformed  eccen- 
tric bcinix,  David  Hitchie,  who  had  long  sojourned  in  a  coW 
tai^o  in  the  vale  of  Manor,  in  Peebles-sliire,  but  die  other  tale, 
*01d  Mortality,'  was  very  different  in  its  texture. — Scott 
here  aimed  at  delineating  the  character  of  the  Scottish 
Covenanters,  and  instead  of  his  usual  tact  and  success,  he 
iatled  and  caricatured  them.  Dr.  Thomas  M^Crie,  the  ex- 
cellent biographer  of  John  Knox,  reviewed  the  work  with 
great  historical  learning  in  the  Edinburgh  monthly  periodical, 
the  *  Christian  Instructor.*  The  controversy  excited  great 
interest  in  Edinburgh. 

On  the  loth  December,  1816,  there  airived  on  a  visit  to 
the  Scottish  metropolis,  a  tall,  handsome,  military-looking 
younfr  foreigner  trom  a  still  more  northern  metroj»oUs,  and 
who  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  that  enterprising  and  hardy 
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mcnaveh  who  worked  as  a  cai|ienter  in  an  English  dock- 
yard  in  the  time  of  King  William  IH. — ^Tbis  said  youth  was 
the  Grand  Duke  Nicholas  of  Kiissia,  brother  of  the  Em- 
peror Alexander,  aiid  who  himself,  the  spoiled  child  of  fortune, 
accustomed  to  follow  his  own  ^^  a^  \\  will,  after  nearly  halt 
a  century  of  peace,  has  emhi  DiKd  Europe  in  wnr.  Tins 
prince  took  up  his  residence  in  tlie  Royal  Hotel,  Prince's 
Street,  and  the  day  after  his  anival  was  escorted  to  the 
Castle  l)v  the  Ki^ht  Hon.  William  Arbuthnot,  Lord  Pro- 
vost of  Edinburgh,  and  who  had  the  honour  of  entertaining 
this  future  Autocrat  of  ail  the  Bnssians  at  his  private  resi- 
dence in  Charlotte  Square. 

On  the  19th  December,  the  Grand  Duke  Nicholas  *  was 
presented  with  the  freedom  of  the  laty. 

The  working  classes  in  £dinlniigh  were  in  a  yeiy  destitnte 
state  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1816>  and  the  excellent 
plan  was  adopted  of  marshalling  them  in  bands^  and  employ- 
ing them  to  make  roads  round  the  Calton  Hilly  which  paths 
embrace  views  almost  unrivalled  in  the  world — also  a  new 
line  of  road  throngh  Holyrood  Park,  and  in  levelling  Bmnts- 
field  Linksy  part  of  the  common  good  of  Edinburgh,  where 
the  game  of  golHng  is  followed  as  a  healthy  recreation. 
These  improvements,  as  well  as  the  jmvin^  of  many  of  the 
minor  streets  of  Kdiiibnrirh,  were  pritu'ipally  brought  about 
by  tlie  exertions  of  a  useiul  and  piniantluropic  citizen,  Mr. 
Bobert  Johnston. 


j9um(M  ttmOh       of  IK'Maft. 

This  well-known  character,  cnnmonly  c^]h(\  the 

1816. 

Laird  of  M^Nab,  a  cnrious  specimen  of  a  Highland 
Jaird,  was  bom  in  1736*  He  was  a  man  of  a  singularly  tall 
and  lobost  frame,  and  possessed  of  considerable  enefgy  of 

•  This  despotic  prince,  aficrward*  the  Emperor  Nicholas  of  Rassia,  wa» 
born  17%,  saccecdcd  bis  brother,  the  Empcior  Alexander,  lit  December 
188S,  and  dM  U  MMGh  I6661. 
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mind,  and  his  manners  blunt  and  totally  unmoulded  hy  any 
of  the  conventionalities  of  society.  His  estate  was  in  the 
Highlands  of  Perthshire;  and  among  the  nunieious  stories 
told  «»f  him,  it:  was  said,  that  wlicn  i)aviji<£  his  addresses  to 
his  future  wife,  he  uigcni  his  suit  hy  describing  what  a  beau- 
tiful hurying  ground  slie  wouhl  liave  at  Killin.  One  vear 
coming  to  Leith  races,  wliich  he  attended  annually — he  so 
fatigued  his  pony  that  it  died.  Next  year  a  wag  came  up 
to  him,  and  asked :  "  Laird,  is  that  the  same  pony?"  "  No 
Sir,"  said  he,  shaking  the  weapon  at  him,  "  but  it  is  the 
same  whip."  On  one  occasion  having  ordered  a  mourning 
ring  fipm  an  Edinburgh  jeweller,  when  asked  for  the  hair, 
he  said  that  he  was  charging  him  so  high  for  the  ring,  he  ex- 
jiecteil  he  would  ^ve  him  the  hair  lor  nothing.  His  edu- 
cation must  have  been  rather  defective,  as  he  was  said  to 
have  alleged  that  he  never  got  a  pen  that  could  spell  riglit. 
He  died  in  1816. 

In  March,  1817,  John  Kcmhle,  one  of  the  most 
1817.  . 

eminent  modern  tragedians,  bade  farewell  to  the 
stage  at  the  Edinburgh  Theatre.  His  personations  of  the 
liomau  character  were  about  the  best  of  liis  histrionic  a|>- 
pearances.  In  his  Cato  aud  Coriolaiins  In  completely  em- 
bodied the  character.  Jeffrey  presided  at  a  iliiuier  given  to 
him  at  Edinburgh  on  retiring  from  the  stage.  And  as  a 
consolation  to  all  public  speakers  who  ever  make  a  failure, 
it  may  be  mentioned  that  Jeffrey  fairly  broke  down  on  the 
occasion.  He  thought  he  had  prepared  one  of  his  best 
speeches;  but  on  getting  to  his  feet,  he  found  it  had  Mrly 
evaporated — ^totally  escaped  from  his  memory. 

The  Edinbui^h  newspaper  press  had  hitherto  been  deemed 
rather  servile  In  its  character,  and  a  good  deal  of  interest 
was  excited  at  this  time  by  the  commencement,  25th  Janv- 
ar)',  1817,  of  a  weekly  newspaper  under  the  title  of  <  The 
Scotsman ' — on  the  liberal  side  of  politics.  Its  two  prin- 
cipal contributozB,  tliough  not  known  as  such  at  the  time, 
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were  Mr.  J.  R.  M^Culloch,  the  well-known  writer  on  Po- 
litical Economy,  and  ^Ir.  Charles  M'Laien,  the  author  of 
the  *  Geology  of  the  Lothians,'  This  newspaper  soon  at- 
tained an  extensive  circulation. 

The  Scots  Magazine,  a  decent,  dry,  monthly  {)eriodical, 
with  a  regular  historical  register,  was  originally  established 
in  £dinburgh  so  far  back  as  1739y  and  continued  its  quiet 
career  till  1817,  when  it  was,  for  a  period  be&ireits  final  de- 
vcoKf  stirred  up  to  greater  activity  by  the  oommenoement 
of  a  new  monthly  periodical,  under  the  auspices  of  an  able 
and  enei]getie  publisher,  Mr.  William  Blackwood,  from 
whom  the  new  work  derived  its  name.  The  rise  of  this 
Magazine  oonstitntee  a  marked  event  in  the  annala  of  £d* 
inbncgh  and  Scottish  literature. 

John  CKbson  Lockhart  and  John  Wilson  were  two 
young  men  of  great  talent  and  genius,  from  the  west  of 
Scotland,  who  came  to  Edinbuvgh  and  passed  at  the  Scottish 
bar — though  both  soon  after  doffed  the  ^vig  and  g<Avn,  for 
literature  as  a  profession.  They  were  the  two  principal 
writers  in  Blackwood's  Magazine,  and  with  the  active  exer- 
tions of  the  publisher  speedily  raised  it  into  celebrity,  and 
ultimately  into  a  circulation  of  some  eight  or  nine  thousand 
copies.  Wilson  is  known  over  the  world  as  a  great  poet — 
the  author  of  <  The  Isle  of  Palms,'  and  *  The  City  of  the 
Plague,'  and  as  the  Christopher  North  of  Blackwood's  Ma- 
gazine. The  *  Chaldee  Manuscript,'  a  literary  squib  which 
appeared  in  the  seventh  number  of  this  Ma^izine^  and  ez* 
cited  an  intense  sensation  in  Edinburgh,  was  afterwards 
understood  to  he  written  by  the  celebrated  James  Hogf^ 
the  Ettrick  Shepherd.  The  correct  version  is,  that  Hogg 
wrote  the  skeleton  or  germ  of  this  extraordinary  production, 
and  Wilson  and  Lockhart,  as  the  Shepherd  afiinned,  aftei^ 
wards  pat  all  **  the  deeviliy   into  it. 

Two  months  after  the  commencement  of  'The  Scots- 
man'— the  'JESdinborgh  WeeUy  Jonma],'  a  respectable 
newspaper  which  had  been  estaUiaiied  in  1806>  was  brought 
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to  public  sale.  Its  circulation  amounted  to  1,500  copies, 
and  it  may  be  curious  to  record  here  the  statistics  of  such  a 
litcraiy  and  commercial  concern: 

The  luimiJil  cost  of  Suimjis  mid  PajH-r  was  ^1,425 
Sales  of  Newspapers,  £2,390  rrinting,  .  ,  •  670 
Advertiiementei  1,055        AdvertiMinmit  dutr,     •  860 

Cli'iks'  s;i!anrs.  OfTiro  ront,&0.,  250 
Allowance  for  bad  debts,     .  240 

Floats,  ...  eoo 

The  oopyrigfat  of  Newspapen  is  a  very  fluctaating  and 
uncertain  connnoditj, — hers  die  probable  annual  profit 
aeemed  to  be  £600  per  annnm,  and  at  the  public  tale  Mr. 
Blackwood,  the  Edinburgh  publidier,  along  with  Promt 
Brown  of  Aberdeen,  ofiered  for  it  the  mm  of  £1,830,  but  it 
was  purchased  for  James  Ballantyne  the  printer,  the  in«> 
timate  friend  of  Sir  Walter  Soott,  for  £1,850.  This  was 
deemed  a  high  price;  bat  Ballantyne,  as  the  fbture  editor, 
expected  great  aid  finom  his  distinguished  literary  coadjutor. 
The  new^pni)er  continued  in  his  hands  for  about  a  dozen  of 
veal's.  In  this  Journal,  Sir  Walter  Scott  s(  ine  \  oars  after- 
wards wrote  the  celebrated  letters  of  Sir  Malachi  Mala- 
growtlier  atxainst  Peel's  proposcil  bill  for  the  withdrawal 
of  the  one  poutid  notes  in  Scotland. 

In  the  month  of  Julv  1817,  some  verr  considerable  im- 
provements  took  plnce  in  EfHnburgh  by  the  removal  of 
several  bnildin<;s  in  different  localities.  The  tenement  in 
Shakspeare  Square  occupying  the  site  leading  to  the  New 
Begent  Bridge,  now  in  tlie  course  of  erection,  was  pulled 
down,  thus  presenting  a  beautiful  view  of  the  Calton  Hill 
and  also  a  prolongation  of  Prince's  Street.  The  large 
building  called  Creech's  land  at  the  Luckenbooths,  with 
the  old  little  shops  that  were  known  as  the  Knunes,  which 
had  been  attached  to  the  north  side  of  St.  Giles's  Cathe- 
dral, were  also  happily  removed  at  this  time,  to  the  great 
improrement  of  the  Old  town.  A  few  weeks  afterwaids 
the  old  Jail—The  « Heart  of  Mld-Lothian,"  was  also 
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levelled  with  ihe  gnrandy  the  pziBcnuin  bemg  sent  to  the 
new  prifloa  on  the  Calton  HilL 

Piiiioen  Chariotte  of  Wales^  the  pmnimptive  heiren  to 
the  British  throne^  and  consort  of  Prince  Lec^ld  of  Saxe- 

Cobourg,  (lied  6th  November,  1817.  Seldom  did  any  public 
event  excite  a  deeper  sensation  in  Edinburgh,  even  one 
seemed  to  feel  it  as  a  domestic  affliction.  On  the  19th 
November,  the  day  of  the  funeral,  all  business  was  sus- 
pended. Sei  inoii^  were  preached  in  the  several  churcbesy 
and  in  tin'  t  \  Luing  minute  srnns  were  hmd, 

A  nieetiijg  of  the  inliabituiits  was  held  2d  December, 
1817,  on  a  subject  wiiicli  excited  a  good  deal  of  angry  dis- 
cussion in  Edinburgh. — New  buildings  had  been  feued  by 
the  Town  Council  on  the  west  side  of  tlie  North  Bridge^ 
near  the  Reig^ter  Uoose^  and  it  was  alleged  that  these 
buildings  now  eiectuig  would  prove  injurious  to  the  a^eci 
of  the  citjy  and  that  their  erection  was  ultra  vwwt.  But  an 
amicable  oompromise  took  p]ac%  thej  being  xednoed  one 
storej  in  their  height. 


'Fnmm  Homer,  one  of  the  finest  and  most  intel- 
lectoal  statesmen  of  modem  times,  was  bora  at  Ed- 
inburgh, 12th  August,  1778.   Dr.  Adam  said  of  him  at  the 

High  School,  that  he  was  the  only  boy  he  ever  knew  who 
had  an  old  head  on  young  shoulders,  lie  passed  Advocate 
in  Edinburgh,  and  btcume  a  Member  of  l*arlianient  in 
18Ut),  and  soon  by  his  public  ap])earances  and  labours  gained 
golden  opinions  in  the  House  of  Commons.  He  and  Hiis- 
kisson  ilt  i  w  up  the  ceielnatLiI  1  Million  Report.  He  made 
valuable  contribntions  to  his  triend  Jeiirey  for  the  £}din- 
burgh  Review,  but  he  fell  a  martyr  to  his  studies^  and  died 
at  Pisa,  8th  February,  1817,  in  his  38th  year.  Had  he 
heen  spared,  it  is  not  improbable  that  £rom  his  admirable 
qualifications  for  the  office,  he  might  have  beooine  Prime 
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Minister  of  Great  Britain.  So  tine  and  attractive  was  his 
physiognomy  when  a  youtli,  that  a  distinguished  man  re- 
marked of  him:  Tha^  boy  hat  the  ten  cotmnamimerUs  written 
in  hii  faeeJ' 

Alexander  Monro,  Secundvs,  who  was  born  in 

1817. 

Edinburghy  1733^  obtained  bis  degree  as  M.D. 
1755,  and  tbe  some  year  became  conjoint  prolessor  with  his 
father.  He  oommenoed  practice  as  a  physician  in  Edin- 
bni);hy  1758,  and  occupied  the  most  eminent  sphere  in  that 
capacity.  He  poblished  his  *  Observations  on  the  Stnictnre 
and  Functions  of  the  Nervoos  System/  1783,  and  its  cele- 
brity was  such  that  it  was  transUted  into  many  of  the  dif- 
ferent languages  of  Europe.  His  ^  Treatises  on  the  Brain, 
the  Eye,  and  the  Ear/  appeared  in  1797.  His  lame  as  a 
medi<»l  man  and  an  anilior  was  now  spread  over  Europe. 
He  enjoyed  his  o^ttim  ewn  diffnUaltg  at  Oraiglockhart,  a 
heautiful  property  which  he  purchased  two  miles  south-west 
from  Edinburgh.  His  son,  the  tliird  Alexander  !Monro, 
was  united  witii  him  in  the  anatoniical  chair,  but  it  is  not 
(1  sir;ilile  to  give  professoi*ships  the  appearance  of  being 
liereditary.  The  second  Monro  retired  firora  active  labour 
in  im%  and  died  ^d  October  1317. 


flit  Hmuridilf  H^fiRS  I^Mve. 

j^^^  The  Honourable  Henry  Ei-skine,  a  well-known 
Edinburgh  character  in  his  day,  was  bom  in  Edin- 
^Tirirh  1st  November  1746.  He  was  a  yonnger  son  of  the 
Earl  of  Bachan,  and  brotlier  of  Thomas  Lord  Ersldne,  the 
Lord  Chancellor  of  EngUind* 

Henry  Erskine  was  educated  for  the  bar,  passed  Advo- 
cate in  1768,  and  being  leading  Whig  kwyer  of  the  time, 
was  appointed  Lord  Advocate  during  the  short  Roddngham 
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administration  in  1782^  when  he  represented  the  Dunbar 
district  of  burghs  in  parliament.  He  was  Dean  of  Faculty 
Sat  A  period,  and  again  became  Lord  Advocate  with  the 
QreDville  ministry  in  1806,  when  he  sat  in  the  House  of 
Commons  Sat  the  Dumfries  burghs. 

Of  a  Idndly,  witty,  and  generous  disposition,  Enkine  was 
a  general  Ikvonrite  in  the  capital  of  Scotland.  During  the 
latter  part  of  his  life  he  retired  from  professional  practice, 
and  resided  at  his  seat  of  Almondell,  in  Linlithgowshire. 
He  died  there  8th  October  1817. 

The  ancient  refnilia  of  Scotland,  as  narrated  at 
the  period,  were,  m  1707,  deposited  in  a  clie.st  iti 
Edinburgh  Castle.  In  tlie  long  inten  al  that  had  elapsed,  va- 
rious surmises  hi\d  got  abroad  that  they  had  been  secretly 
taken  from  tliir.  place  of  custody.  A  Coniinisslon  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  Prince  Regent  to  exniiiine  the  Crou'n  Room, 
and  on  4th  Fehruaiy  1818,  the  Commissioners  proceeded  to 
the  Castle  for  this  purpose,  and  found  the  regalia,  consisting 
of  the  crown,  sceptre,  sword  of  state,  and  a  silver  rod  of 
office,  all  safe  in  the  old  oaken  chest.  The  royal  standard 
was  now  hobted  on  the  Castle  in  honour  of  the  discoveiy  of 
these  ▼enerable  relics  of  Scottish  independence,  and  some 
time  thereafter  a  room  was  fitted  up  for  theur  exhibition  to 
the  public,  and  Sur  Adam  Ferguson  appointed  keeper  of  the 
regalia  of  Scotland. 

The  connexion  of  the  cities  of  Edinburgh  and  Olaa^w 
by  means  of  a  canal  had  been  under  discussion  for  some 
jean,  and  an  Act  of  Parliament  having  now  been  obtained, 
the  work  was,  on  Sd  March  1818,  commenced  at  Foontain- 
brid^u-,  a  western  suburb  of  Edinburgh,  the  spot  fixed  on 
for  the  canal  basin.  These  were  the  days  of  canals,  the 
railroad  era  not  having  then  arrived. 

A  band  of  literar}-  men,  calling  themselves  the  Dilettanti 
Society,  held  a  puljlic  dinner  in  Edinburgh  in  commeinora^ 
tion  of  Shakspeare,  ou  ^od  April  Ibid,  being  the  anniver- 
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sury  both  of  his  birth  and  deatli — 254  years  from  the  first 
and  2U2  years  from  the  latter  event.  John  ^^  iImmi,  the 
author  of  the  '  Isle  of  Palms,'  presuied  at  this  festival,  which 
was  attended  by  between  one  and  two  Imndrud  gentlemen. 
The  s})eeches  on  tl»e  occasion  weie  highly  eloquent,  and 
worthy  of  the  genius  of  the  man  commemorated,  who— 

The  many -coloured  page  of  life  he  drew^ 
Exhausted  worlds»  and  then  imaginiMl  new. 

On  25th  April  1818  the  foundation-stone  of  a  new  Ob- 
dervatory,  on  the  Calton  HiU,  was  laid  by  Sir  George  S. 
Mackenzie,  as  representing  the  Astronomical  Institution  of 
Edinburgh.  The  members  were  accompanied  by  the  Lord 
Provost  and  Magistrates.  A  dinner  on  the  occasion  took 
place  in  Oman's  Hotel  the  same  day — ^Professor  Plajrfidr 
presiding,  supported  by  Lord  Gray,  the  Lord  Provost,  Sir 
George  S.  Mackenzie,  and  many  other  distingiu^s. 

At  the  end  of  April  1818  the  hhu])s  and  some  of  the 
streets  of  Edinburgh  were  lighted  by  <ras  fur  the  first  time, 
— pipes  having  been  laid  by  the  Ediubiii  Lili  Gas  Company 
thronn;h  the  town.  This  great  modern  iiJijirovement  was 
hailed  with  much  di'liLxht  by  the  ])ul)Iic, — the  brilh'ancy  vf 
the  lighting  of  tlie  streets  being  so  totally  dilferent  from  the 
old  oil  lamps.  Gradually  gas  lights  were  also  being  intn^ 
duced  into  private  houses  instead  of  tallow  and  wax  candles, 
which  were  previously  used  as  the  illuminathig  process. 

The  Court  of  Session,  on  6th  June  1818,  found  the  last 
election  of  Edinburgh  Magistrates  and  Council  miU  and 
void  on  account  of  an  informality  in  the  election^  and  to* 
wards  the  end  of  the  following  year  the  verdict  of  a  jury  in 
the  Civil  Court  led  to  the  same  fesolt 


Hector  Macneil,  a  well-known  Scottish  poet,  was 
1618.  . 

born  ut  Husebank,  near  liosslyn,  in  1746.    He  was 
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sent  to  the  West  Indies  in  cai'ly  life  and  returned  to  his  na- 
tive coantiy  when  about  foiiy  years  of  age.  His  most  cele- 
brated poem,  '  Sootland*s  Skaith,  or  Will  and  Jean/  appeared 
in  1795,  and  its  sequel,  <The  Waes  o'  War/  tlie  following 
year.  He  also  wrote  a  groat  many  Scottish  songs.  He 
returned  again  to  the  West  Indies  lor  a  short  period,  when, 
being  left  a  small  annuity,  he  then  to<^  up  bis  residence  in 
Edinlmfghy  and  was  at  one  time  editor  of  the  Soots  Maga- 
zine. He  died  there  15th  March  1818. 


^fUUoIm  Eotng. 

^^^^  Mak()lin  Laini;,  one  of  the  historians  of  Scotland, 
was  born  at  Stiynzia,  in  Orkney,  17()2.  He  passed 
advocate  in  1785.  He  prepared  the  last  volume  of  Henry's 
*  History  of  Britain'  for  the  press  in  1793,  and  in  18lK>  lie 
published  his  *  History  of  Scotland,  from  the  union  of  the 
Crowns  to  the  union  of  the  Kingdoms,  w  ith  dissertations  on 
the  Gowry  Conspiracy,  and  on  the  authenticity  of  Ossian's 
Poems/  In  1804  he  brought  out  an  edition  of  his  history 
with  *  A  Preliminary  Dissertation  on  the  Participation  of 
Mary,  Queen  of  Scots,  in  the  murder  of  Damley.'  He 
died  1818. 


^rf».  ^ars  iStunton. 

^^^^      Mrs.  Maiy  Bmnton  was  bom  1778.   She  was 
the  daughter  of  Colonel  BaUbnr  of  Elwiek  in  Ork- 
ney.  In  1798  she  married  Dr.  Bmnton,  afterwards  minis- 
ter of  the  Tron  church,  and  Professor  of  Hebrew  in  the 

University  of  Edinburgh.  Her  excellent  novel  *  Self-Con- 
trol,' was  publislicd  in  Edinburgh  1811,  and  was  follow- 
ed by  '  Discipline'  in  1814.  Both  attained  considerable 
celebrity.   Mrs.  Bmnton  died  1818. 

Y 
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^^^^  A  public  dinner  was  held  in  the  Assembly  KoonUy 
George  Street,  in  commemoration  of  Robert  Bunuy 
22d  February,  1819.  There  were  apwazds  of  800  pre- 
sent, comprising  the  elite  of  the  litemrj-  circles  of  Edin- 
bnigh.  Jolin  Archibald  Murray,  (now  Lord  Marray)  Ad- 
vocate,  in  the  chair.  The  evening  passed  off  with  great 
eckt.  Pirancis  Jeffrey  proposed  the  health  of  Thomas 
Campbell,  the  author  of  the  '  Pleasures  of  Hope.*  Heni} 
Gockbnm  (afterwards  Lord  Cockbum)  was  paiticnlarly 
happy  in  proposing  the  health  of  Henry  Mackenzie  and 
Dngald  Stewart,  and  Wilson  in  that  of  Hogg  the  Ettrick 
Sliepherd,  who  personally  replied. 


€^Uf  Uaxm  9f  SbtQtUM. 

"Rohrrt  Dnndas  of  Arniston,  eldest  son  of  tlie 

1819. 

second  Lord  President  Dundas,  was  bom  1758, 
passed  Advocate  1779,  soon  afler  became  Solicitor  General, 
and  in  1789  was  appointed  Lord  Advocate,  and  was  elected 
M.P.  for  the  county  of  Edinburgh.  In  1801  he  became 
Lord  Chief  Baron  of  Scotland.  This  respectable  judge 
was  possessed  of  great  mildness,  with  great  determination  of 
character.   He  died  17th  June,  1619. 


John  Playfair,  was  the  son  of  the  minister  of  Ben- 
vie  near  Dundee,  and  was  bom  there  1749.  He 
obtained  a  bnisary  at  St.  Andrews  when  aged  fourteen.  He 
was  educated  for  the  chnrch,  and  obtained  the  living  of 

Benvie  in  1773.  He  gave  up  his  church  in  1782,  and  be- 
came tutor  to  Mr.  Ferguson  oi'  Kaith  and  liis  brotlier  Sir 
Ronald  Ferguson.  In  1785  he  was  appointed  assistant  to 
Dr.  Adam  Fertritson  in  the  Mathematical  chair  in  Kdinburirli. 
He  pubhshcd  ins  edition  of  Euclid  in  171*5.  Accordnig 
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to  the  Chaldee  ManuscHpt,  "  he  became  oue  of  the  wor- 
shippers of  fire."  lie  wrote  an  anulysis  of  the  *  Volcanic 
Tluory  of  tlie  Earth,'  and  in  1805  was  apj)oiiited  Professor 
of  Moral  Philosophy  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  and 
in  1814  brought  out  his  *  Outh'nes  of  Natural  Philosophy.' 
Id  1815  he  set  out  on  a  leii<^thened  tour  to  the  Continent; 
the  clear  air  of  Italy  during  this  tour  injured  his  eyesight 
much.  In  1816  his  *  Dissertation  on  the  Progress  of 
Mathematical  and  Phyaical  Science  since  the  fievival  of 
Letters '  appeared  in  the  Supplement  to  the  Encyclopaedia 
Britannica.  It  is  one  of  the  best  philosophical  Essays  of 
modem  times.  Play  fair  died  in  Edinbmgh,  19th  July, 
1819. 

A  monument  was  afterwards  erected  to  his  memofy  on 
the  Cahon  Hill,  near  the  Royal  Observator}'. 

The  Ketjeiit  Ikidge  being  now  finished,  was  opened  fur 
carriages  uii  I6lh  August,  1819,  by  Prince  Leopold  of  Saxe- 
Coburg,  passing  along  in  his  travelling  eliariot,  escortijd  by 
a  party  of  the  10th  Hussars;  tliis  was  Prince  Leopold's  first 
visit  to  Edinburgh.  lie  looked  grief-worn.  He  visited  tlie 
Castle,  which  fired  a  royal  salute  on  the  occasion.  He  also 
went  to  the  Parliament  House  and  the  University.  The 
following  day  his  Royal  Highness  dined  with  the  Right 
Hon.  Kincaid  Mackenzie,  the  Lord  Provost,  ut  his  house 
in  Gayfield  Square. 

From  the  depressed  state  of  wages  and  inflamed  by  the 
statements  of  pohtical  demagogues,  much  popular  discontent 
had  arisen  throughout  tlie  inland  and  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts of  England  during  the  latter  half  of  the  year  1819. 
The  terrible  collision  between  the  military  and  the  populace 
at  Manchester,  16th  August  of  that  year,  increased  these 
discontents,  which  now  extended  to  Scotland,  and  during  the 
first  fifteen  days  of  December,  1819,  great  alarm  of  a  rising 
of  the  people  in  Lanarksliire  pervaded  Edinburgh.  On  the 
8th  Decemher,  the  yeomanry  caraliy  of  Mid^Lothian  and 
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the  adjoining  counties  were  ordered  ort  to  Lanarkshire  to 
check  any  coinmotiou  there,  and  newly  raised  volunteers 
were  employed  for  the  ordinary  military  duty  at  the  Castle. 
During  the  13th  Decembefi  Edinburgh  was  kept  in  the 
utmost  anxiety  about  apprehended  tumults  at  Glasgow,  but 
all  passed  off  quietly. 

The  death  of  the  Duke  of  Kent,  the  third  son  of 
George  III.,  occurred  21st  January,  1820,  leaving 
a  daughter  eight  months  old,  the  Princess  Victoria,  the 
future  occupant  of  the  British  throne;  and  on  the  29th 
Januaiy,  1820,  the  aged  monarch  George  III.  died  at 
Windsor  Castle,  after  having  reigned  beyond  half  a  oentur}'. 
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CONNECTED  WITH  PABT  THTRIX 


CREECH'S  LETTEBSk 


OOWABUW  THF.  MXTtVZBB  AND  OOKDITION  OF  EDnfBUVOB  AMO  TIB 

uuABiTAjrxa  a  1763,  1783,  akd  1793. 

These  letters  of  Creedi  are  valuable,  constituting,  as  they 
do,  a  graphic  delineation  of  the  manners  and  customs  of  the 
people  or  Edinburgh,  and  the  state  of  society  there  at  the 
different  periods  of  the  reign  of  Geoige  XII. 

"  Every  person,  whose  recollection  extends  bat  to  a  few  yean 
jwwt,  must  be  sensible  of  a  very  striking  cliffbrenco  ]n  tltf  oxTf-rnal 
appearance  of  Edinburgli,  and  also  in  the  mode  of  living,  trade, 
and  nanners  of  tiie  people. 

A  eomparison,  no  farther  back  than  l)et\voen  the  year  1763  and 
the  year  1783,  and  from  tlience  to  1793,  and  many  features  of  the 
present  time  will  appear  prominent  and  striking,  which,  in  the 
g^radual  progress  of  society,  have  |)as2ied  altogether  unnoticed,  or 
have  been  but  famtly  perceived.  So  remar^ble  a  change  is  not 
perhaps  to  be  equalled,  in  so  short  a  period,  in  any  city  ofEarope; 
nor  in  the  same  city  for  two  rcnturies. — Wben  the  plans  fit  pre- 
sent in  contemplation  are  ^^ompleted,  Edinburgh  will  be  the  most 


In  176a~Gdhibiirgh  was  almost  entirdly  confined  within  the 

city-walls.  The  suburbs  were  of  small  extent.  Nicolson'.s  Street 
and  Square,  Ohapel  Street,  the  |?reater  part  of  Rristo  Street, 
Crichton  Street,  George's  Square,  Teviot  Bow,  iiuccieuch  Street, 
St  Pstrieh's  Square,  fte.  ite.  to  the  soolh,  were  fidds  and  or- 
chards. To  the  north,  there  was  no  bridge;  and  the  New  town, 
witli  all  its  ele^fant  and  mat^nificent  buildinp-s,  squares,  rows,  courts, 
&c.  eitendinp  upwards  of  a  mile  in  length,  nnd  near  half  a  mile 
io  brei^th,  did  not  exist.  There  is  not  now  in  Europe  a  more 
beauti&l  terrace  than  Prince's  Strset,  nor  a  note  elegant  street 
than  Qeorge  Strset  The  views  from  Queen  Street,  to  the  north, 
eihibit  a  scene  of  grandeur  and  beauty  unparalleled  in  any  oily. 
It  is  a  moderate  calculatioD  to  say,  that  three  uillious  sterling 
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have  been  expeiuled  ou  buildings  and  public  improveinentjH  in  and 
about  the  city  of  Edinburgh  since  1703;  the  environ*  of  which 
cannot  be  surpassed  in  vievrs  of  the  sublime,  the  picturesque,  and 

the  beautiful. 

In  1703 — I*oople  of  quality  and  fashion  lived  in  houses,  which, 
ill  1783,  were  inhabited  by  tradesmett,  or  by  people  in  humble  and 
ordinary  life.  The  Lord  Justice-Clerk  Tinwald's  house  was  pos- 
sessed by  a  French  teacher — Lord  President  Craigio's  house,  by 
a  rouping-wife  or  saleswoman  of  old  ftirnituro — and  Lord  Drum- 
niore's  house  was  left  by  a  chairman  for  want  of  accommodation. 

The  house  of  the  Duke  of  Douglas  at  the  Union,  is  now  pos- 
sessed by  a  wheel-wright.  Oliver  Cromwell  once  lived  in  the  hite 
gloomy  chambers  of  the  Slierifl-clerk.  The  great  Marquis  of 
Ar<rylf'<  lionsp,  in  the  Castlcliill,  was  possessed  by  n  iiosior,  at  £12 
pa-  annum.  The  house  of  tiie  late  Preiudent  JJundas,  who  died 
in  Dec.  1787»  is  now  possessed  by  an  ironmonger,  as  his  dwelling- 
house  and  ware-room. — A  house  lately  inhabited  by  one  of  the 
present  Lords  of  Session,  is  now  f)os>essed  by  a  tailor. 

Tn  178*1— -A  bridijf  to  the  south,  over  the  Cowgatc- street,  was 
built,  and  the  areas  for  building  shops  and  houses  on  the  cast  and 
west  Mde  of  it,  sold  higher  than  pm'haps  ever  was  known  in  any 
city,  at  the  rate  of  no  less  than  £<J6,000  per  statute  acre;  and 
some  areas  at  the  rate  of  £}'i)9AH)0  per  aere: — and  in  1700,  the 
uica  at  the  east  end  of  Mylnc's  Square,  sold  for  above  i^l51,0UO 
per  acre? 

In  tbrch  1792 — ^Tlie  ground  for  nine  houses  on  the  north  of 

Charlotte's  Square,  sold  for  £2,480  or  £9  jmt  foot  in  front,  be- 
sides £0  yearly,  for  every  42  feet  in  front. 

Tlie  foundation-stone  of  the  South  Bridge,  over  the  Cowgate, 
was  laid  on  the  ist  of  August  1785.  The  bridge,  consisting  of 
22  arches,  was  built-^e  old  houses  were  renioved-<elegant  new 
houses  on  both  sides  were  finished — the  shops  occupied— and  the 
street  ojwned  for  carriages  in  Mareh  I7ss— an  of>eration  of  as- 
tonishing celerity!  By  this  change,  Isiddry's,  Alerlin's,  and 

Peebles'  wynds  were  annihilated ;  and  the  oldest  stone  building  in 
Edinburgh  was  pulled  down,  where  Queen  Mary  lodged  the  night 
after  the  battle  of  Carberry  hill.  It  was  then  the  house  of  Sir 
Simon  Preston  of  CraigmiUer,  Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh, 
1567. 

In  1783 — ^A,  eomronnioation  between  the  old  and  the  new  etty 
was  begun,  by  means  of  an  immense  mound  of  earth,  nliove  800 
tVet  in  length,  across  a  deep  mora-ss,  and  made  passable  for  ear- 
riag<^  in  three  years.  Whilst  the  mound  was  forming,  it  sunk,  at 
diiierent  periods,  above  80  feet  on  the  west  side,  and  was  again 
filled  up. 

The  extent  of  Edinburgh  is  as  follows: — From  the  west  end  of 
Foimtain -bridge  to  the  ca^t  end  of  Abbey  Hill  is  above  two 
English  miles.   From  Broughton  on  the  north  to  the  Orange  toil- 
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bar  oil  the  south,  is  about  two  English  miles. — The  ciroumference 
M  seven  EogUtb  milee. 

In  1786— -The  valued  rents  of  houses  in  Edlubuigh,  whk-h  )>ay 
cess  or  land-tax,  were  more  than  double  wliat  they  were  in  1763  i 
and  in  1791  they  were  more  than  triple.* 

la  1703  —  iiie  revenue  of  the  Post-office  of  Edinburgh  was 
£11,942  per  atwMNn. 

la  1789-— The  s«ne  reve&ue  was  upwerds  ef  £40*000,  and  is 

since  nM!c}i  incrrnsod. 

In  17ti-3— There  were  two  stage-coaches,  with  three  horses,  a 
coachman,  and  postilion  to  each  coach,  which  went  to  the  port  of 
Leitii  every  hour  from  eight  in  the  morning  till  eight  at  night, 
and  consumed  a  full  hour  upon  the  road.  There  were  no  other 
•tage-coaeln"*  in  Scotland,  except  rrne,  whicli  set  out  once  a-month 
for  London,  and  it  was  from  twelve  to  sixteen  days  upon  the 
journey. 

In  1783— There  were  five  or  six  atage-ooaches  to  Leith  every 

half-hour,  wliioh  ran  it  in  fifteen  minutes.  Dunn,  who  opened 
the  ni  iL'nitieent  hotels  in  the  New  Town,  was  tlif  first  person  who 
atteiupied  a  stage-coach  to  Dalkeith,  a  village  nulen  distant. — 
Thore  are  now  stage  coaches,  flies,  and  diligences,  to  every  con- 
nderaUe  town  in  Scotland,  and  to  many  of  them  two,  three^  four, 
and  five:  To  London  there  were  no  less  than  sixty  stage-coachea 
,  monthly,  or  fifteen  every  week,  and  they  reached  the  capital  in 
luur  days: — And,  in  1780,  two  of  these  stage-coaches,  which  set 
out  daily,  reached  London  in  sixty  hours,  by  the  same  road  that 
required  twelve  or  sixteen  days  for  the  established  coach  in  1763. 

In  ]  7()'^ — ^The  iiackney-eoaches  in  Edinburgh  were  few  in 
number,  an(i  jH-rhaps  the  worst  of  the  kind  in  Britain. 

In  17tiii — The  number  of  hackney-coaehe'»  was  more  than 
tripled,  and  they  were  the  handsomest  carriages,  and  had  the  beat 
horses  for  the  |>ur[>osc,  of  any,  without  excepdon,  in  EurOfMb  In 
1790,  many  ekirant  liackney-chariots  were  added.  There  are  no 
utlier  of  the  kind  in  Britain  that  {»ly  the  streets. 

In  1783 — Triple  the  number  of  merchants,  physicians,  and 
surgeons,  kept  their  own  carriages  than  ever  did  in  any  former 
period ;  and  the  number  is  since  increased. 

In  1783 — Several  presbyterian  ministers  in  Edinburgh,  and 
professors  in  the  university,  kept  their  own  carriages;  a  circum- 
stanoe  which,  in  a  circumscribed  waUk  of  life  as  to  income,  does 


•  In  1635— The  raits  within  the  dly  wen  £19,211  10  0 

In  lf>88,       .....  2i,^^3  6  8 

In  17i»l,             ....  31,4^7  0  0 

In  1783,       .....  61.371  0  0 

In  1786— Tlie  valacd  renU  were  above  66,000  0  0 

In  1792,            ....  68,997  10  0 

In  1791,  with  Leith  and  UBOngate,         .    '  103.022  0  0 

1b171»,           .      do.         .         .  106,602  0  0 
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honour  to  the  literary  abilities  of  many  of  them,  and  is  unequalknl 
in  any  former  period  of  tlie  history  of  the  ohureh,  or  of  the  mii- 
versity. 

In  1763— Literery  property,  or  authors  .ac<juiring  money  by 
their  writings,  was  hardl\  known  in  Scotland :  David  Hume  and 

Dr.  Robertson  had  indeed,  a  very  few  years  Ix  fon?,  sold  some  of 
their  works ;  the  one  a  part  nf  tlic  '  History  of  Britain,*  for  £200 ; 
the  other,  the  '  History  ut  6cutlund,'  for  £600 ;  eacli  2  vols,  in 
quarto. 

Fn  1783 — ^the  value  of  literary  property  was  carried  higher  by 
the  Sct)ts  than  ever  was  known  atnong  any  people.  David  Hume 
received  £')A)0{^  for  the  reniairuh  r  of  his  *  History  of  Britain  ; '  :i;i<l 
Dr.  Rohert.ion,  for  his  second  work,  received  £4,500.  In  .'^c'rinon- 
writing  the  Scots  have  also  excelled;  and  although,  in  1703,  they 
were  reckoned  remarlubly  deficient  in  this  species  of  composition, 
yet,  in  1 783,  a  minister  of  Edinburgh,  Dr.  Blair,  wrote  the  most 
admired  sermons  that  ever  were  published. 

Previous  to  1703,  the  Soot^i  had  made  no  very  distinguished 
figure  in  literature  as  writers,  particularly  in  tlie  departments  of 
Hi>t<>i-v  and  Belles  Lettres.  hurd  Kames  bad,  in  1762,  published 
liis  '  Eli-nicnts  uf  rritiei-ini ; '  Iliinio  and  Rnhortson  had  made 
their  tirst  essays  in  the  line  of  history,  &  short  time  before,  as 
mentioned  above. 

In  1783 — ^The  Scots  bad  distinguished  themselves  in  a  re- 
marltable  manner  in  many  departments  of  literature;  and,  within 
the  short  |)eri<)<l  of  twctity  ynru--.  ITfunf,  RolMi-tj^on.  Kames, 
Orme,  Dniryniples  (Sir  David  an<l  Sir  .lohii),  Ibnry,  Tytler.**, 
Watson,  lleid,  Beattiu,  Osvvald,  Ferguson,  8mith,  Mouboddo, 
Gregories,  Cullen,  Homes,  Monros,  Black,  Duncan,  Hunter,  Stew- 
art (father  and  SOn),  Stuart,  Blair,  Mnckenxie,  Campbell,  Gerard, 
Miller,  Macpherson,  Brydoue,  Moore,  Stnellie,  Mickle,  Gillio.s, 
Adam,  Sinclair,  and  many  other  ciuiueut  writers,  too  numerous  to 
mention,  have  api>eare<l. 

In  17B4^A  riding  school  was  built  by  subseription.  This  in- 
stitution attem^ards  reeeive<I  a  royal  diarter,  with  »  salary  of 
£200  per  anniun  to  the  master. 

In  1764 — The  first  academy  in  the  kingdom,  fur  leaching 
language  and  science  to  the  deaf  and  dumb,  wan  begun. 

In  1764-->The  SpecuUtive  Society  was  instituted.  Thb  society 
afterwards  built  a  hall  within  the  Univer.-ity,  and  furnished  a 
libran'  for  the  usp  of  the  memlHTs.  The  in«»titut5nTi  has  been 
hi^'liiy  UM  lul.  It  can  boast  of  eminent  members  in  tlie  senate,  in 
the  |)ulpir,  in  professors'  chairs  in  the  Univenitiesy  at  the  her,  in 
meilieiiie,  iiiid  in  various  dcpartincnts  of  life. 

Ill  17>3 — The  Society  of  Aiitii|ii:iries  was  constituted  by  royal 
charter;  and  in  1792,  published  the  first  volume  of  their  Traosac- 
tioiis. 

In  178S^11m  Bojal  Society  of  Edinburgh  waa  constituted  by 
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royal  churter,  and  publish^  the  first  volume  of  tiieir  Triuisactions 
Id  March  1788,  and  «  seeond  in  1790. 

From  1780  to  1786 — Edinburgh  produced  two  periodical 
pn(vrr<<,  till'  l^llrror  and  Uie  LouDger,  which  have  met  with  much 
public  approbation. 

in  1786 — A  Chamber  of  Oommeroe  waa  omwdtated  by  royal 
diarter,  for  proteeting  and  eneouniging  the  cominerctal  and  manu- 
facturing interests  of  tin-  country.  Thia  ioatitetion  haa  led  the 
public  attention  to  many  useful  objects. 

There  was  no  law  in  Scothmd  making  the  wilful  sinking  of 
ships  a  capital  crime^  till  obtuned  by  meana  of  this  chamber. 

In  1700 — A  society  for  the  improvement  of  wool  was  instituted 
by  Sir  John  Siticliur.  This  institution  has  had  the  eflTcct  of  rous- 
ing attention  to  tliia  valuable  article  of  manufacture;  and  has  ex- 
cited much  emulation  among  the  farmers  and  gentlemen.  Much 
Ubour  and  expense  haa  been  bestowed  in  ooUeottng  the  best 
breeds  of  she^  foceign  and  doinertie»  and  spreading  them  over 
the  country. 

lu  17111 — A  soci^y  was  instituted  by  a  few  lay  sons  of  clergy- 
men}  toft  the  benefit  of  the  cfaildreB  of  the  ciergy  of  the  estn- 
bliabed  ohurdi  of  Scotland ;  and  in  1792  the  snbscrib(«8  obtained 
a  royal  cliartcr  of  incorporation. 

In  170«3 — The  stock  of  the  society  fur  propagating  Christian 
knowledge  amounted  to  J^0,000. 

In  1792,  the  same  stock  amounted  to  about  £100,000.  An 
hundred  and  ttxty  thousand  children  have  been  e<lueated  by  tbU 
society,  and  there  are  tmx  thomand  in  thmr  sehoolB  this  year, 
1792. 

The  fund  established  in  1744  for  the  ministers'  widows  had 
been  eaioulated  on  such  just  principles,  that  in  1791  the  stodc  waa 
above  £90,00U.   This  stock  is  lent  oat  at  present  on  heritable 

security,  at  4^  per  cent. 

In  1789 — The  foundation  of  a  magnificent  new  college  was 
laid  on  the  16th  of  November;  the  old  college  having  liecome 
riunoiiB,  and  the  class  rooms  being  unfit  to  contain  the  number  of 

students  who  resorted  to  this  celebrated  school  of  science  and 
liteniture.  So  popular  was  t1i?*«  measure,  that  in  five  months  the 
voluntary  subscriptions  amounted  to  i>l(),8U9»  and  they  are  now 
j631,000.  The  estimate  for  completing  the  whole  is  about 
^'1,000.— The  six  columns  in  the  front  of  thi.-^  elegant  new 
buildini;  are  not  to  be  equalled  in  15ritniii.  The  shaft  of  each  is 
23  feet  high,  :»n<l  tliree  feet  dianu'ter,  of  one  entire  stone. 

lii  1703 — ihe  uutuber  of  students  at  tlie  college  of  Edinburgli 
was  about  500. 

In  1791 — The  number  of  students  entered  in  theooilege  books 

waa  1,2/55.— And  in  1792  t)u>  number  uas  },^m. 

In  1777— A  new,  elegant,  and  commodious  edihee  for  a  gram- 
mar-adiool  was  biult  by  voluntary  8ub0cription.F— This  school- 
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house  cost  ^4,000.  It  con&u»ts  of  oue  great  hall,  five  teaching 
rooms,  and  a  library,  with  doialler  apartments. 

In  1763 — The  number  of  boys  at  the  grammar-school  was 

not  more  than  200. 

In  1 783-— The  number  ot  ix>vs  at  the  granimar-scliool  was 
500.— 'It  is  believed  the  most  numerous  school  in  Britain. 

In  1788 — A  magnificent  pile  of  building  was  finished,  for  keep- 
ing the  public  records  an«l  papers  of  Scotland,  called  the  Register 
Ottice.  It  liad  boon  about  eighteen  years  in  its  prnrrrcss  from  the 
time  of  laving  the  foundation  stone.    It  has  cost  ;&ii>,000. 

In  1788—^  lu^e  and  expensive  building  was  erected  by  sub* 
scription,  called  the  Circus,  *  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  feats 
of  horsemanship,  and  pantomime  entertainments.  The  money  re- 
ceived the  first  four  month*^  of  tliis  exhibition  was  ^3,000. 

In  1792 — The  circus  was  converted  into  a  play-house,  and 
Edinburgh  has  now  two  regular  theatres. 

In  I7(»3 — Tliere  were  two  newspapers,  printed  in  small  folio^ 
and  the  aJvortispments  in  each  were  from  ten  to  twenty. 

In  IT'^  i — The  half  of  an  Edinburgh  newspaper,  which  was 
bought,  in  1740,  for  £30,  was  sold  for  .£1,300. 

In  1700^Tbere  were  four  establbhed  newspapers.  And  in 
1792  six  newspapers — the  Courant,  the  Mercury,  the  Advertiser, 
the  Herald,  the  Caledonian  Chronicle,  and  the  Oaz-  ttoer.  The 
size  of  the  paper  is  as  large  as  any  of  the  kind  in  Britain,  and  the 
advertisements  In  some  of  them  are  from  60  to  100,  sometimes 
more,  notwitkstinding  a  heavy  and  increased  duty  both  on  the 
paper  and  advertisements. 

Ill  I78U — A  regiment  of  1,000  men  wa*»  raised  by  the  volun- 
tary contributions  of  the  citizens,  in  two  months. 

In  1763 — ^Therewera  396  four-wheeled  carriages  entered  to 
pay  duty,  and  462  two-wheeled  carriages. 

In  1700 — There  were  1,427  four-wheeled  carriages  entered  to 
pay  duty,  and  4()lf  two-wheele<l :  an<!  of  wains  and  carts  6^4dO. 
Till  of  late,  the  wains  and  carts  could  not  be  ascertained. 

in  176d — Few  coaches  or  cbuses  were  made  in  Edinburgh. 
The  nobility  and  gentry,  in  general,  brought  their  carriages  from 
London;  and  VnrU  nas  reekone<I  the  place  in  £urope  where  the 
most  elegant  carnages  were  constructed. 

In  1783— Coaches  aud  cliaises  were  constructed  as  el^;antly  in 
Edinburgh  as^  anywhere  in  Europe;  and,  it  may  be  added, 
stronger  and  cheaper.  ]SIany  were  yearly  e\|)orted  to  Peters- 
burL'li.  and  the  cities  on  the  Baltic:  nr;*!  tin  ro  wns  in  17^;}  an 
order  from  I'aris  to  a  eoaeli-maker  in  Edml  urgh,  tor  oue  tiiousauJi 
crane-ueckcd  carriages,  to  be  executed  m  three  years.  This 
trade  has  since  greatly  increased. 

•  TIiIh  Imilding  has  since  borne  t!i(^  vnrioun  doSignatlraB  of  Ooni's 
Hooms,  the  i'sutlieoo,  sud  th«  Adel^Ui  Theatre 
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In  1 763 — There  was  no  such  profession  known  as  a  perfumer  : 
barbers  and  wigmakers  were  numerous,  and  were  in  the  order  of 
decent  burgesses !  hurdresserB  were  few,  and  hardly  p^nitted  to 
dress  hair  on  Suiuluys ;  and  many  of  them  voluntarily  declined  it. 

In  1783 — rrrfiiHi  r.s  liad  s|)li'iidid  sliops  in  every  principal 
street:  Some  of  them  advertised  the  keeping  of  h«':ir<.  to  kill 
occasionally,  f<^  greasing  ladies  and  geutlemen  ti  iiair.  Hair- 
dressers were  more  than  tripled  in  number ;  and  tbeir  busiest  day 
was  Sunday.  There  was  a  professor  who  advertised  a  Hair- 
dressing  Academy,  and  L'n\ lectures  on  tliat  useful  art. 

In  1763 — There  were  no  iron  foundries  near  Edini»iirt,di : — 
The  Carron  Company's  work  was  tlie  only  one  of  the  kind  in 
Scotland,  and  it  bad  been  established  but  a  few  years. 

In  1792 — There  were  many  extensive  iron  foundries  in  Soot- 
land,  and  several  in  the  noiixldwurhood  of  Edinburgh. — Cast  iron, 
which  was  formerly  importeil,  is  no^  exported  in  great  quantities. 

In  1792 — Tiiere  are  several  button  manufactories  lately  esta- 
blished in  the  neighbourhood  of  Edinburgh,  which  were  unicnown 
in  any  former  period. 

In  1792 — Manufactories  of  shawls  and  oasimeres  were  esta- 
blished. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  couiiumpt  of  coals  in  Edinburgii  amounts 
to  600  tons  per  day. 

In  1763 — The  stareli  manufacture  was  little  known  or  prac- 
tised ;  and  only  about  37,000  pounds  weight  were  manufactured. 

In  1 790 — There  were  several  starch  manufactories.  The  cjuan- 
tity  entered  was  about  750,000  pounds  weight. — The  increase, 
713)000  lbs.  A  very  great  proportion  of  this  is  used  for  hair- 
powder. 

In  1703 — The  revenue  arising  from  the  distillery,  in  ScotUnd, 

amounted  to  £4,739  18a.  lOd. 

In  1783 — The  revenue  arising  from  the  distillery  amounted  to 
£192,000;  consequently  600,000  gallons  of  spirits  must  at  least 
have  been  distilled.*    Since  July  1786,  the  duty  has  been  levied 

by  licence  f>n  tlio  contents  of  the  stills.  The  quantity  tlmt  miirht 
reasonably  be  expected  from  the  number  of  stills  eutcreU  should 
bo  tlius: 

Jn  the  LowlandR,  1,000,000 
la  the  Highlands,  696.000 

Total         1,606,000  gallons  of  spirits. 

The  legislature  would  act  wisely,  by  lowering  the  duty  on  malt 
liquor,  and  inereaaing  it  on  spitita.— .^Ardent  spirito,  so  easily  ob- 

*  In  1706 — the  year  of  the  Union,  the  quanti^  of  spirits  distilled  from 
maltsd  com  was  50,6441  gallons. 

In  17r>0— 145,460  gallons. 
In  1784—266,603  gallons. 
In  1791—1,696^000!  as  above. 
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tained,  are  hurtful  to  the  health,  induatryi  and  nioralB  of  the 
people. 

In  1763 — ^The  gross  revenue  of  the  excise  was  aboul  £180,200. 

In  1790— The  gross  revenue  of  the  excise  was  abottt  £500,000. 
At  the  time  of  the  Union  there  were  no  stamp  duties  in 

Scotland. 

In  1790 — The  revenue  on  stamps  was  above  £80,000  per 
ofintim. 

In  1703 — There  was  one  glass-house  at  Leith,  for  the  ouuiu- 
facttirc  of  green  bottles. 

In  1783— There  were  three  glass-houses; — in  1790  there  were 
six;  and  as  fine  crystal  and  window  ghiss  is  made  al  Leith  as  any- 
where  in  Europe. 

In  ITO.'i — There  were  three  paper-mills  in  the  no^hourhood 
of  Edinburgh. 

In  1790 — There  were  twelve  pai^er-niills  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Edinburgh ;  and  a  vast  quantity  of  printing  paper  was  teat  to 
London,  from  whence  it  used  formerly  to  be  brought  Some  of 
thnso  paper-miUs  are  upon  a  more  extensive  scale  than  any  in 

Britain. 

In  1763 — The  quanuij  <<i  j)aper  iiuuiutactured  was,  6,400  reams. 
In  1791 — ^The  quantity  of  paper  manufactured  was  upwards  of 

10u,0i)()  rcHii.^.— Increase  93,6ua  reams. 

In  1703 — There  were  six  printing-houses  in  Edinburgh. 

In  1790 — There  were  sixteen  printing-houses  in  Edinhursrh. 

In  1763 — The  printed  cottons  manufactured  amounted  to 
150,000  yards. 

In  1790 — The  printed  cottons  manufactured  amounted  to 
4,500.000  yanls.    Itierea-se  4,n.{  "»  <hm>  yards. 

In  1763l-The  Hoyal  Bank  Stock  sold  at  the  rate  of  £HyO  per 
emt    In  1791,  lioyal  Bank  new  Stock  sold  at  £240  per  cent. 

The  original  shares  of  the  Bank  of  Scotland,  or  Old  Bank,  of 
£83  Os.  8d.,  sold,  in  1763,  at  £119;  and,  in  1791,  at  £180. 

This  bank  has  lately  o>itainfd  an  act  of  Parliauient  for  doubling 
its  capital,  or  to  raise  it  ir..iii  i.'  iUU,000  to  £000,000. 

The  British  Linen  Company's  Stock,  in  1763^  and  for  many 
years  later,  sold  at  £40  per  cent,  below  par. 

In  1792— £3.36  of  tla*  stock  of  this  oompany  sold  for  £d45, 
that  is  -£162  4s.  l^d.  per  cetit. 

In  tiie  year  1769 — The  Douglas  and  Company  Bunk  was  in- 
stituted, and  the  stock  subscribed  amounted  to  £150,000. — In  a 
few  years  this  bank  by  mismanagement  fail<><l  ;  and  this  failure 
occasioned  land  to  be  brought  into  the  market^  to  the  value  of 
£750,Ui»0. 

Although  this  loss  wan  hurtful  to  many  nidividuals,  tlie  country 
was  highly  benefited;  for  the  money  having  been  bestowed  prin- 
dpally  on  the  improvement  of  the  soi]»  the  gain  was  lasting,  and 
genew. 
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In  1763 — ^Heriot's  Hospital,  which  holds  »  great  deal  of  laiid  in 
the  vicinify  of  Kiiinhiir^h,  gave  feus  of  th»^ir  crrotUld  at  tho  imte  of 
from  3  to  4  bolls  of  barley  per  acre  per  annum. 

In  1790 — Heriot'a  Hospital  feued  their  land  at  the  rate  of  from 
8  to  10  boUs  p§r  acre  yearly.  TheM  lands  are  now  a  part  of  tlie 
foundation  of  thb  Hospital,  the  revenue  of  whiab  ii  at  present 
between  ;63,00'»  nn<l  jC+.OOO  per  anntm. 

The  sum  that  now  produces  thin  revenue  was,  in  1()27,  £2df32o 
lOfe.  l^d.;  whieli  was  lent  out  for  many  years  at  interest.  The 
building  of  the  Hoe|Mtal  ooot  ^£27,000. — Interest  of  money  then 

was  10  ])er  cmf.  There  are  125  boys  in  the  Hospitldf  who 

are  maiiitaineil  and  educated  from  7  to  14  yrnr'^. 

The  Trinity  Hospital  *  is  a  charitable  foundation  for  decayed 
burgesses,  or  th^  widows  and  dangliters,  not  under  50  years  of 
age.  The  revenue  in  land,  houses,  and  interest  of  money,  is  about 
jS1,100  per  annum. — There  are  o4  old  men  and  women  in  the 
Hospital. — viz.  14  men  and  40  women. 

The  Meruhaut  Maiden  Hospital  is  a  charitable  foundadon  for 
the  edueation  and  maintenance  of  daughters  of  merohant  burgesses 
of  Edinbnight  from  8  years  of  age  to  15.  The  revenue  is  about 
j51,400  per  cmnwrn.    There  are  80  girls  in  this  Hospital  at  present. 

The  Trades'  Maiden  Hospital  is  a  cliaritable  foundation  for  the 
daughters  of  decayed  tradesmen,  members  of  the  fourteen  ineor- 
poratbns.  They  are  educated  fh>m  8  years  of  age  to  15. — ^The 
revenue  is  about  jS650  per  €mnim4 — There  are  60  girls  in  the 
Hospital. 

Watson's  Hospital  is  a  charitable  foundation  for  the  education 
of  boys,  the  sons  or  grandsons  of  dectiyed  merchants,  members  of 
the  Ifercliant  Company.  The  sum  mortified  for  this  purpose  by 
George  Watson,  a  nu>reFiant,  iti  1727,  was  £12,000. — The  revenue 
of  this  Hospital  is  now  nearly  ;fc"2,000  per  annum.  The  boys  are 
maintained  and  tnlucatcd  from  eight  to  tii'tecn  years  of  age. 
When  put  out  apprentices,  an  apprentuse-fee  of  £25  Is  sHowed; 
and  if  they  have  behaved  well  during  their  apprenticeship,  they 
are  allowed  jS60  to  begin  the  world.  There  are  70  boys  in  this 
Hospital. 

Tlie  Orphan  Hospital  is  a  cliaritable  foundation  for  maintuuiing 
and  educating  orphans,  boys  and  girls,  from  any  quarter  of  the 
Idagdom.  They  are  received  at  7,  and  remain  till  13  or  14  years 
of  ago,  Tliey  are  taught  various  trn(l'-<.  They  make  all  their 
own  clothes,  shoes,  bind  their  own  books,  &c.  There  are  IGO 
boys  and  girls  in  this  HospitaL 

The  Steele  of  the  Boyal  Infirmary,  which  in  1750  was  J5,000, 

*  Tlie  Trinity  ( "ollegc  chtitch  wa«  fouudcd  by  Qin>en  Mjiry  of  Oueldreii 
in  1402,  and  wr\n  puIU  d  down  to  make  additiotial  accommodatioQ  for  the 
North  Britifih  IlnilwHy  in  1^48.  The-  Trinity  Ho^piUl  was  built  '^r  on  aft^^r 
the  church,  and  »h«ml  th«  Mine  fate  in  and  the  pensioticrK  are  now 
boaidsd  out* 
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in  1790  was  ;e3j,000.— This  infirmary  admits  above  2,000  patients, 
annually:  and.  on  an  nverago  one  only  in  25  dies.  Tli!-^.  on  coni- 
parisou  with  otlier  hospitals,  is  not  to  be  equalled  in  iiitrope.  Au 
account  of  the  most  celebrated  liosjMtiib  in  Europe  has  been  pub- 
lished; and,  in  some,  1  in  11  dies;  in  others,  1  in  13»  and  1  in 
16.  It  is  daily  attended  by  three  physicians;  and  the  members 
of  the  lioyal  College  of  Snriroons  attend  montldy  in  their  turns, 
— Durinij  the  sitting  of  the  Culiege  from  October  to  Ma)r,  two  <rf 
the  professors  of  medteinc  give  dinical  lectures,  on  the  eases  a 
selected  number  of  patients. 

In  1763,  one  hundred  students  attended  the  infirmary. 

In  1791,  three  hundred  and  twenty-three  students  attended  the 
intirniary. 

In  1776,  a  public  dispensary  was  built  by  subscriptiont  and 

sup[K)rte<l  by  voluntary  contributions.  This  charity  is  for  patients 
afllieted  with  chronic  tliscases,  or  such  as  render  admission  to  an 
hospital  improper  or  unnecessary.  Tliey  receive  advice  and  me- 
dicine gratis;  and,  in  the  year  1791,  no  less  than  15,4d0  patients 
had  been  relieved. 

The  first  s|)ring  water  brouglit  to  supply  Edinburgh  was  in 
1681.  A  lea<len  pipe  of  three  inches  hore  was  then  laid  from 
Conjiston,  ahout^  fl  roe  miles  and  a  half  s(uith-we«<t  of  (he  city,  by 
one  Bruachi,  a  German  engineer,  and  tiiere  was  no  otiier  pipe 
completed  till  about  the  year  1772,  when  one  Ibur  indies  and  a 
half  was  laid.  These  in  time  were  found  insufti<'ient  for  supply- 
iuu  the  iidiahitants ;  and,  in  1787,  an  iron  pipe  of  five  inclies  dia- 
meti  i'  was  adderl.  A  second  iron  pipe  of  seven  inches  diameter 
was  laid  in  1790;  and  additional  springs,  three  miles  farther 
south  than  the  former,  were  taken  in. — ^Tbese  pipes  have  cost  the 
city  of  Edinburgh  an  i  i  ense  sum  of  money,  the  last  one  having 
eost  above  £20,000.  Tlie  resen'oir  on  the  Castle  Hill  contains 
about  300  ton?,  and  the  new  one  at  IIi  ri(U'.H  hospital  contains 
nearly  the  same  quantity.  Kdinhurgh  is  am]ily  supplied  witli  a-s 
fine  spring  water  as  any  in  Europe,  and  Leith  now  partakes  of  tlie 
same  advantage.  On  the  loth  of  May  179«^  after  tliree  w(K>ks  of 
drought,  these  ^prinirs  at  the  f<)untai»i-head  yielded  1,060  8eot» 
pints  per  minute,  <>r  3,0U<)  tons  in  'Jl  hour^i. — After  supplyinj;^  all 
the  inhabitants,  a  large  streaut  of  limpid  water  runs  down  the 
streets  for  many  hours  day  and  night.  The  like  is  not  equalled, 
it  is  1>eIievL-d,  in  Europe,  except  at  Bern  in  Switserland. 

In  IT'J.'i — The  ^hore-dues  at  Leith,  a  small  tax  paid  to  the  city 
of  Edinburgh  on  landing  goud^  at  the  quays,  amotuited  to  ^oHO. 

In  17^3 — The  sliore-dues  at  Leith  were  upwards  of  £ifiOO. 

There  was  a  considerable  importation  of  grain  to  the  port  of 
I^ith  in  1 783,  not  less  than  i;800,000  sterling  having  gone  out 
of  Scotland  for  this  y»'at%  defu-jtiicy  of  cm  in. 

In  1763,  and  for  some  years  alter, — There  was  one  ship  tliat 
made  an  annual  voyage  to  Petersburgh;  and  never  brouglit  tallow, 
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if  any  other  cargo  offered.  Three  tons  of  taUow  vtre  imported 
into  Loith  in  1703,  which  eamo  from  Newcastle. 

In  1783 — The  &hii>!i  from  Leith  and  the  Firth  of  Forth  to  the 
Baltic  amounted  to  some  hundreds,  '^^^y  niakc  two  voyages  in 
the  year,  and  sometimes  three.  In  178o,  above  2,500  tons  of 
tallow  were  imported  directly  from  the  Baltic  Into  Leith.  The 
importation  of  Baltic  gooda  into  Leith  is  surpassed  by  only  one, 
or  at  mo^t  two  ports  in  Britain. 

In  1763 — Every  ship  from  London  or  Petersbnigh  to  Leith 
brought  part  of  her  cargo  in  soap. 

In  1783— Every  ship  that  went  from  Leith  to  London  carried 
away  part  of  hi  r  cargo  in  soap. 

In  1763 — The  quantity  of  soap  mauutacturcd  was  lialf-a-mil- 
lion  of  pounds  weight. 

In  1790— The  quantity  of  soap  manufactured  was  six  mlUioiis 
of  pounds.    Increase  five  millions  and  a  half. 

In  1  Tn.'i — The  quantity  of  candles  that  were  entered  amounted 
to  1,4UU,UUU  lbs. 

In  1780— The  quantity  was  2,200,000  lbs. 

In  1791— The  quantity  was  3,000,000  lbs.  The  Increase  of 
this  article  shows  the  progress  of  manufactures,  for  it  is  bdieved 
few  candles  ar»'  eit^^r  !Tn]>ort<'d  or  exporti><l. 

In  1783 — Ihu  increu^v  ot  tomiage  in  shipping  belonging  to  tiie 
port  of  Leith,  since  1703,  was  43,234  tons  j  and,  since  that 
period,  has  so  greatly  increased,  that  magnificent  plans  have  been 
formed  for  enlarging  the  present  harbour,  which  is  found  too 
small  for  the  number  of  ships  resorting  to  it. — In  1791»  the  regis^ 
tered  tonnage  at  Leith  was  130,000  tons. 

In  1783— There  was  no  such  thing  known,  or  used,  as  an 
umbrella;  but  an  eminent  surgeon,  who  had  oocasloii  to  walic  a 
great  deal  in  the  course  of  hb  business,  used  one  about  the  year 
1780:  and  in  1783,  umbrellas  were  much  used,  and  eoiitinue  to 
be  so,  and  many  umbrella  warehouses  are  opened,  and  a  consider- 
able trade  earned  on  in  this  artide.— dbbe  Ihshion  is  spread 
through  Si-odatid. 

In  170.1 — The  wages  to  maid-servants  were  generally  from  £^ 
to  £i  a-year.  They  dressed  decently  in  blue  or  red  cloaks,  or  iu 
plaids,  suitable  to  th^r  stations. 

In  1783 — The  wages  are  nesriy  the  same;  but  their  dieaa  and 
appearance  are  greatly  altered,  the  maid-servants  dressing  almost 
as  fine  as  their  nilstressos  did  in  17G'>. 

In  1763 — Few  families  had  men-servants.  The  wsges  were 
from  j£6  to  i^lO  per  annum. 

In  1783  and  1791 — Almost  every  genteel  flimlly  had  a  man- 
servant ;  and  the  wages  were  from  £iO  to  £'20  a  year. 

In  17<>.T — A  ^^trancrcr  coming  to  Edinburgh  was  obliged  to  put 
up  at  a  dirty  uneoml'ortable  inn,  or  to  remove  to  private  lodgings. 
Tiicre  waa  no  such  place  as  an  hotel ;  tlie  word,  indeed,  was  not 
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kr^onn^  or  was  only  intelligible  to  penons  acquainted  with  the 

freiich. 

In  17b3 — A  stranger  might  have  hecm  acoomuitxiated,  not  only 
comfortably,  but  most  elegantly,  at  many  puUio  hotek;  and  tbe 
person  who,  in  1763,  was  oUiged  to  put  up  with  acoommodation 

little  better  than  that  of  a  waggoner  or  carrier,  may  now  be 
lodged  like  a  prince,  and  command  every  luxury  of  life.  His 
guinea,  it  mu:st  be  acknowledged,  will  not  go  quite  so  far  us  it  did 
in  1763. 

The  quantity  of  wheat  made  into  flour  at  the  Water  of  Lnth 
MiUs»  belonging  to  the  incorporation  of  balcera,  was  as  follows: 

Hn>-umiiAii  Bouj. 
In  17S0      ....  wet 

17t".0  ....  33,887 
1770        .  .  .  .  42,895 

1791        ....  48,257 

This  gives  tlie  proportional  increase  at  these  mill*  only ;  for 
besiUes  these,  there  are  Bell's  Mills,  Silver  Hills,  Canon  1011s,  and 
Leith  Mills,  that  grind  flour  for  the  city,  all  of  which  have  in- 
creased their  quantities  in  proportlun.  The  Itakcr-^  T>alkeith, 
Musselbm  iilu  and  Lasswade,  also  send  flour  and  bread  to  the 
Edinburgti  market.  There  must  now  be  above  loO,OOU  bolls  of 
wheat  annually  consumed  in  this  metropolis. 

The  quantity  of  butcher-meat  can  only  be  ascertained  by  the 
number  of  hides ;  and,  for  that  reason,  no  account  can  ho  ohmined 
of  the  quantity  broui^ht  to  the  Edinburgh  market  by  the  country 
butchers,  who  bring  a  great  deal  thrice  every  week  throughout 
the  year. 

The  number  killed  in  Edinburgh  is  as  follows : 
In  1776—8,354  oxen«->6,7d2  calvesr-^9,370  8heepr-47,360 
lambs. 

In  177b,  Edinburgh  and  Leith  included, — 10,091  oxen, — 
8,305  oalves,— 49,212  sheep,— 78,076  lainha. 
In  1790,  Edinburgh  only,— 11,792  oxen,— 4^00  calves,— 

37,."3'J0  sheep,— and  49,200  lambs. 

The  nimiber  of  hogs  and  pi^^s  cannot  l>o  ascertained. 

In  1778 — There  were  8,400  barrels  of  oysters  exported  from 
the  oity*s  fishing-grounds.  This  trade  was  increasing  so  mudi 
as  to  threaten  the  total  deatruction  of  the  oyster-beds.  The  ma- 
gistratoH  have,  therefore,  prohibift  d  the  exportation,  and  even  the 
fishing  of  oysters  under  a  certani  size. 

Immense  quantities  of  strawberries  are  sold  in  the  Edinburgh 
market  during  the  season,  upon  an  average^  at  6d.  the  Soots  pint, 
equal  to  four  English  pints,  and  without  any  stem  or  husk.  It  is 
estimated  that  IOO  'MKI  Scots,  or  400,000  English  pints,  are  an- 
nually sold  in  favourable  seasons,  in  the  city  and  suburbs,  value 
^2,500. — It  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  quantity  consumed  at 
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the  pleasure-gardens  and  places  oi  entertainment  in  the  neigh- 
bourhotxi  of  the  city.  It  is  known  that  an  acre  of  stnwberriea 
hw  produced  above  £60, 

It  ia  estimated  that  ;£1»000  a-year  is  paid  in  Edinburgh  during 
the  months  of  .Tnno,  July,  August  and  September,  for  butter 
milk,  or  sour  milk,  as  it  ia  called ;  it  is  sold  at  one  penny  the 
Scotch  pint,  or  four  English  pints. 

In  176S— Bdinbufgh  was  chiefly  supplied  with  vegetables  and 
garden  atuff  from  Moaselburgh  and  the  neighbourhood,  whicli 
werA  called  through  the  streets  by  women  with  cnek  or  baskets 
on  their  biicks. 

In  1783 — ^The  markets  of  Edinburgh  were  as  amply  supplied 
with  v^taUes,  and  every  necessary  of  life,  as  any  in  Europe. 

In  1763 — People  of  fashion  dined  at  two  o'clock,  or  a  little  after 
it; — busln»'*«  wns  fitt^'iidod  to  in  the  afternoon.  It  was  a  common 
practice  to  lock  the  aUo^a  at  one  o'clock,  and  to  open  them  after 
dinner  at  two. 

In  1783 — People  of  fashion,  and  of  the  middle  rank,  dined  at 
four  or  five  o'clock  :  No  business  was  done  in  the  aftemooo»  din- 
ner of  itself  having  become  a  very  serious  business. 

In  1763 — Wine  was  seldom  seen,  or,  in  a  small  quantity,  at  the 
tables  of  the  middle  rank  of  |H>ople. 

In  1791 — ^Bvery  tradesmati  in  decent  circumslanoes  presents 
wine  after  dinner ;  and  many  in  plenty  and  variety. 

In  ITH.'V— It  was  tho  fashion  for  gentlemen  to  attend  the  draw- 
ing rooms  of  the  iauie:^  in  the  afternoons,  to  drink  toa,  and  to  mix 
in  the  society  and  conversation  of  the  women. 

In  1783 — The  drawing  rooms  were  totally  deserted ;  invita- 
rions  to  t«  a  in  the  afternoon  were  given  up  ;  and  the  only  oppor- 
tniifty  gcntU  tnen  had  of  being  in  ladies*  company,  was  wlion  they 
happened  to  men  together  at  dinner  or  supper ;  and  even  then, 
an  impaUence  was  sometimes  shown  till  the  ladies  retired.  CM 
parties,  after  a  long  dinner,<>Hmd  also  after  a  late  supper,  were 
frequent. 

In  170^3 — U  was  t'ashionablo  to  g^t}  to  churcli.  .ind  people  were 
interested  about  religion.  Sunday  was  strictly  observed  by  all 
ranks  as  a  day  of  devotion;  and  it  was  di^graceAil  to  be  seen  on 
the  streets  during  the  time  of  public  worship.  Families  attended 
church,  with  their  children  and  servants;  and  family  worshijt 
was  frequent.  The  collections  at  the  church  doors,  for  the  poor, 
amounted  yearly  to  ;£  1,500,  and  upwards. 

In  I78S— Attendance  on  church  was  greatly  neglected,  and 
particularly  by  the  men.  Sunday  was  by  many  made  a  day  of 
rola.\atioM  :  nrid  ynnng  people  were  allowed  to  stroll  about  at  all 
hours.  Fanidics  thought  it  unirmteei  to  take  their  domestics  to 
church  with  them.  The  streets  were  far  from  being  void  of  peo- 
ple in  die  time  of  public  worship ;  and,  in  the  evenings,  were  fre- 
quently looee  and  riotous;  particularly  owing  to  bands  cf  i^pren- 
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tice  boys  and  young  lads.  Family  worsliip  was  almost  disused. 
The  collections  at  the  church  doors  lor  the  poor  had  iaiicn  to 

Ill  1791— The  oolleotions  at  the  diuioh  doors  had  lueii  to 

^1,200. 

In  1763 — Masters  took  charge  of  thoir  apprentices^  and  kept 
theui  under  theu:  eye  in  their  own  houses. 

Ib  1783^Few  niasters  would  receive  apprcntioes  to  stay  in 
their  houses,  and  yet  from  them  an  important  part  of  succeeding 
society  to  bo  fornvxl.  If  they  attended  their  hours  of  businets, 
masters  took  no  farther  charge. 

In  1791 — The  wages  to  journeymen  were  greatly  raiseil  since 
176d»  ind  disturbances  frequently  happened  for  a  still  fhrtber 
inereaae.  Yet  many  of  them  riot  on  Sunday,  are  idle  all  Mon- 
day, and  can  afford  to  do  this  on  five  days'  labour. 

In  1763 — The  clergy  visited,  catechised,  and  instructed  tlie 
families  within  their  respective  parishes,  in  tlie  principles  of  mo- 
rality, Christianity,  and  the  relative  duties  of  life. 

In  1783 — ^Visiting  and  catechising  were  disused  except  by 
very  f»'W,  and  since  continue  to  be  so:  Nor,  perlmps,  would  tlie 
clergy  now  he  received  with  welcome  on  such  an  occasion.  If 
people  do  not  choose  to  go  to  church,  they  may  remain  as  igno> 
rant  as  Hottentots,  and  the  Ten  Commandments  be  as  little  known 
as  obsolete  acts  of  parliament.  Religion  is  the  only  tie  that  can 
restrain,  in  any  decree,  tlie  licentiousne?»s  either  of  the  rich,  or  of 
the  lower  ranks;  wlien  that  is  lost,  ferocity  of  manners,  and  every 
breach  of  morality  may  be  expected. 

Hoc  fonte  derirata,  clades 
In  patriam  popoliunqite  flozit. 

In  1748 — The  first  correction-house  for  disorderly  females  was 
built,  and  it  coat  £198  Os.  4^d. 

in  1791— "'Manners  had  been  for  some  years  so  loose,  and 
crimes  so  frequent,  that  the  foundation  of  a  large  new  house  of 
oorrectioti,  or  Bridewell,  was  laid  on  the  30th  of  November, 
which  wiU  cost  X12,000. 

In  1763 — From  June  1763  to  June  1764,  the  expense  of  the 
correction-house  amounted  to  j£27  16s.  l|d. 

In  1 791,  and  some  years  previous — The  expense  of  the  correo- 
tion-h'M!H«'  was  near  £'M)(),  ten  tirne^  wluit  it  had  been  in  the  for- 
mer pcnud ;  and  there  is  not  room  lor  containing  the  half  of 
those  that  ought  to  he  confined  to  hard  labour. 

In  176d — House-breaking  and  robbery  were  extremely  rare* 
Many  people  thought  it  unnecessary  to  lock  their  doors  at  night. 

In  17^3,  1784,  1785,  1786,  and  1787— House-breaking, 
tlieft,  and  robbery,  were  frequent ;  and  many  of  these  crimes 
were  oommitted  by  boys,  whose  age  prevented  them  from  btt&g 
ol^ects  of  capital  punishment.  During  the  winter,  1787,  many 


Digitized  by  Google 


AMNAUL 


355 


daring  robberies  and  shop-breiktngs  were  oommitted,  by  meuft 

before  unthought  of;  but  the  gang  were  discovered. 

In  no  respect  was  the  sobriety  and  decorum  of  the  lower  rauka 
in  17G3  more  remarkable,  than  by  contrasting  them  with  the  riot 
and  licentioasnesa  of  1783,  pftrtioalarly  on  Simdaj^  and  holidays. 
The  King's  birth-day»  and  the  last  nigtit  of  the  year,  were,  in  1783, 
devoted  to  drunkenness,  and  riot, — in  1763  they  were  peaceful. 

In  1763,  and  many  years  preceding  and  following,  t!io  execu- 
tion of  criminals  was  rare:  Three  annually  were  reckoned  the 
average  for  the  whole  kingdom  of  Sootland.  There  were  three 
suooeeding  years,  (1774, 1775, 1776),  In  which  there  was  not  an 
execution  in  Edinburgh. 

In  1783 — There  were  six  criminals  under  sentence  of  death  iu 
Edinburgh  jail,  in  one  week;  and,  upon  the  autumn  circuit,  no 
Um  than  thirty-seven  capital  indictments  were  issued. 

During  the  winter  1791-2, — there  was  not  a  robbery,  house- 
breaking, shop-breaking,  nor  a  theft  publicly  known,  to  the  amount 
of  forty-shillings,  within  the  city  of  Edinburgh;  not  a  jwrson  ac- 
cused of  a  capital  crime;  and,  iu  the  iail,  only  twenty  for  petty 
offences,  and  nineteen  confined  for  smaU  debts. 

In  1789-— A  society  was  instituted  for  promoting  rs^g^ous 
knowledge  among  the  poor,  or  the  ignorant  and  indigent  members 
of  the  cornninnity.  No  society  is  more  likely  to  ho  of  bonefit. 
They  print  books  ol  moral  and  religious  instruction,  wiiich  are 
difiosed  among  the  lower  ranks.  This  was  a  favourite  scheme  of 
the  late  Lord  Kames,  but  it  was  never  carried  into  execution  in 
his  time.  A  worthy  lady  left,  in  1792,  d6700  to  promote  the  ob- 
ject of  this  institution. 

In  1763 — There  was  no  such  diversion  as  public  cock-fighting 
in  Edinburgh. 

In  178&l-There  were  many  publio  coek-ilghting  matehes,  or 
mains,  as  they  are  tednueally  termed ;  and  a  regidar  cock-pit  was 
built  for  the  aecomniodntion  of  this  scliool  of  gambling  and  cruelty, 
where  every  distinction  of  rank  and  character  is  levelled. 

In  1790— The  cockpit  continued  tu  be  frequented. 

Before  1790— There  never  was  soeh  a  thing  known  as  profesied 
bruisers.  But  in  the  course  of  that  year  a  person  from  England 
opcnc<l  a  public  school  for  teaching  boxing,  or  pugilism,  as  it  is 
termed ;  and.  he  had  several  public  exhibitions  at  bchool,  but 
few  pupils.  This  branch  of  education  does  not  correspond  with 
the  mild  genius  ot  Christianity,  which  we  profess;  and  it  can  be 
looked  on  only  with  pity,  w&i  when  practised  among  savages  and 
barbarians. 

In  1792 — This  tolly,  which  had  been  borrowed  from  the  south, 
was  totally  given  up. 

hi  1790^Among  the  lower  orders  swearing  had  Increased 
greatly.  And  on  triab  in  the  courts  of  law,  perjury  had  alsio 
increased. 
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In  17*J1 — Immoderate  drinkinq:  was  out  of  fashion  nmoncr  gen- 
teel people.  Every  one  was  allowed  to  do  as  he  pleased,  in  tilling 
or  drinking  his  glass.  The  means  of  hospitAlitVi  and  the  fre- 
quency of  showing  it*  had  inoreaaed;— and  excess  on  such  oooft- 
aions  had  decreased. 

In  170  ? — In  tlif  Ite^t  families  in  town,  the  education  of  daugh- 
tori  was  titted,  not  ordy  to  emlwUish  and  improve  their  tninds, 
liut  to  accomplish  them  in  the  useful  and  necessary  arts  of  domestic 
economy.  The  sewing-school,  the  pastry-school,  vr&te  then  essen* 
ti  J  branches  of  female  education;  nor  was  a  young  lady  of  the 
best  family  ashametl  to  rr,)  to  market  with  her  mother. 

In  17«S'3 — The  dauu'liters  of  many  tradesmen  consumtKl  the 
morniugs  at  the  toilet,  «>(-  in  strolling  from  shop  to  shop.  Al&ny 
lit'  them  would  have  blushed  to  have  been  seen  in  a  market.  The 
oares  of  the  family  were  devolved  upon  a  housekeeper;  and  the 
vonnc^  Intly  employed  those  heavy  hour«  when  she  wm  di-'eni^cred 
Hum  ]>ul»iic  or  private  amusements,  in  iini»ro\ing  her  ntind  Irom 
llie  precious  stores  of  a  circulating  library; — and  all,  whether  they 
had  taste  for  it  or  not,  were  taught  music  at  a  great  expence. 

In  1791— There  is  little  alteration.  Every  rank  is  eager  to 
copy  tfio  manners  and  fashion  of  their  superiors;  and  this  luis  in  all 
iiges  been  the  case.  Of  what  importam-e,  then,  is  corrcet  and  ex- 
emplary manners  in  the  higher  2  ani;s  to  the  good  order  of  society  I 

In  1791 — Boys,  from  bid  eumple  at  home,  and  worse  abroad, 
had  iH-coine  forward  and  insolent. 

In  1703 — The  weekly  concert  of  music  herjun  at  six  o'clock. 

In  178."J — T'le  eoiu'crt  ho<jan  at  f=eveti  o'clook;  hut  it  was  not 
in  general  so  much  attended  as  sueii  an  elegant  enterumanent 
should  have  been,  and  which  was  given  at  the  sole  ezpenoe  of  the 
subscribers. 

In  17IJI-2 — The  fanhioti  c!i.iii<:ed,  and  the  ocmcert  became  the 
most  crow«le<l  place  of  amusement. 

In  17b^i — The  question  res|>ecting  the  morality  of  stj^e-plays 
was  much  agitated.  A  clergyman,  a  few  years  before,  had  been 
hrouL'ht  before  the  General  Assembly  of  the  church,  and  suspended 
from  his  oflice.  fur  having  written  a  trnfredy,  unqnostionahly  one 
of  the  most  eila^te  and  interesting  in  the  English  language — 
Douglas  by  Home.  By  those  who  attended  the  Theatre,  even 
without  scruple,  Saturday  night  was  thought  the  most  improper 
in  the  week  for  going  to  the  play.  Any  clergyman,  who  had  been 
known  to  have  gone  to  the  playhouse,  would  have  incurred  church 
cen.su  re. 

In  1783 — The  morality  of  stage-pLiys,  or  their  eflecta  on  so- 
ciety, were  not  thought  of.  The  moat  crowded  booses  were 
always  on  Saturday  night.    The  boxes  for  the  Saturday  night's 

play  were  generally  taken  for  the  season,  so  that  strangers  often 
on  that  niglit  r  ontd  not  [rot  a  place.  Tlie  custom  of  taking  a  box 
for  the  Saturday  night  through  tlie  season,  was  much  practised  by 
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boarding  miatrcawM,  00  tlitt  tli«re  ootild  be  no  cboice  of  the  play» 
but  the  young  ladies  could  only  take  what  was  set  before 

them  by  the  manac^er.  Iinpiulent  buffoons  took  liberties  with 
authors,  and  witli  the  audience,  in  their  acting,  that  would  not 
have  been  suffered  formerly. 

The  galleries  never  fUled  to  applaud  what  they  formerly  would 
have  hissed,  as  improper  in  sentiment,  or  decorum. 

In  1763 — There  was  one  dancing  assembly-room;  the  profits  of 
which  went  to  the  support  of  the  charity-workhouse.  Minuets 
were  danced  by  each  set,  previous  to  the  oountry-dancea.  Strict 
regularity  with  respeet  to  dreas  and  deoorum,  and  great  dignity 
of  manners,  were  observed. 

In  178f> — The  old  assembly-room  was  used  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  city-guard.  There  were  three  new  elegant  assembly- 
rooms  at  Edinlnirgbi  but  the  charity  workhome  was  unpronded 
for  to  the  extent  ot  its  necessities. — ^Minuets  were  given  up»  and 
country-dances  only  used,  which  had  often  a  nearer  resemblance 
to  a  game  of  romps,  than  to  elegant  and  graceful  dancing.  Dress, 
particularly  by  the  men,  was  much  neglected ;  aud  many  of  them 
reeled  from  the  tavern,  flustered  with  win^  to  an  assembly  of  as 
elegant  and  beautiful  women  as  any  in  Europe. 

In  1763 — The  company  at  the  public  aMomblies  met  at  five 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  dancing  began  nt  six,  and  ended 
at  eleven,  by  public  orders  of  the  manager,  which  were  never 
transgressed. 

In  1790  and  1791 — The  public  assemblies  were  little  frequented. 

Private  balls  were  much  in  fashion,  with  elegant  suppers  after 
them,  and  the  oompaoies  seldom  parted  tiU  threei  four,  or  five  in 
the  morning. 

In  1783— >The  A>nds  of  the  diarity  workhouse  were  insufficient 
to  maintain  the  poor  of  the  community  entitled  by  law  to  public 

charity.  The  courts  of  law,  and  all  who  call  tliemsoh  es  members 
of  those  courts,  pay  no  poor*s  money,  nor  lamp  or  guard  money; 
although  the  mo&t  opulent  part  of  the  community;  whilst  they 
send,  at  the  same  time,  a  very  great  proportion  it  managers  to 
dispose  of  funds  to  which  they  do  not  contribute^  and  crowd  the 
1n>nso  with  their  poor,  to  whose  .support  they  do  not  pay.  This 
privilege  is  pleaded  on  old  acts  of  Parliament,  at  a  period  wlien 
the  courts  wt;re  ambulatory.  But  now  that  they  liave  been  sta- 
tionary for  near  two  centaries,  it  is  full  time  it  were  given  up. 
There  is  no  suoh  privilege  existing  anywhere  else  in  Britain. 
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On  3d  February,  1820,  GedTge  IV.  was  proclaimed 
King  at  the  Royal  Exchange,  the  Castle,  and  at 
Holyrood.  The  streets  were  lined  with  military,  and  an  im* 
posing  pvooeanon  of  all  the  public  bodies  took  place  on  the 
occasion.  George  UL  was  buried  on  the  10th  of  the  same 
monthy  «nd  thai  afternoon  all  bndness  was  suspended  in  Ed- 
inhoxgli— >the  bella  were  tolled^  and  the  Castle  fired  a  gun 
every  four  minutes  from  three  to  five  o'clock  p.m.— Such 
was  the  public  etiquette  or  observance  pursued  in  the  capital 
of  Scotbmd.  One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  new  reign  was 
conferring  a  barooelcy  on  an  Edinburgh  citizen — Sir 
Walter  Scott. 

In  the  be^nningof  April,  1820,  there  was  again  consider- 
able alarm  in  Edinburgh  about  riots  in  (il  rts<;o\Vj  and  the 
city  of  Edinburgh  troop  of  ^lid-Lothian  yconiunn,-,  under 
the  command  of  Lord  Elcho,  was  marched  oft'  to  the  West 
country.  A  slight  engagement  between  the  rioters  and 
some  troops  occurred  at  Bonnymuiry  near  Falkirk,  which 
had  amaterial  e&ct  in  putting  an  end  to  these  disturbances. 

Dr.  llioinas  Biown,  the  distingaished  metaphy- 
ndan^  was  born  at  Klrkmahrsck  in  Galloway^  9th 
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Jauuaiy,  1778.  He  lost  his  £itber  while  in  infancy,  and 
then  resided  with  his  mother  in  Edinburgh,  in  1792  he 
attended  the  University.  In  1797,  Brown,  along  with 
£rskine,  Brougham,  Burkheck,  Logan  and  Leyden,  after- 
wards joined  by  Homer,  Smith,  and  Jefirej,  fonned  them- 
selves into  a  literaiy  society,  which  they  styled  the  Aca- 
demy of  Physics,  and  from  this  duh  sprung  die  JEdmbnrgh 
Meview,  His  first  work  was  ^Observations  on  Darwin's 
Zoonomia/  published  in  1798,  which  showed  the  natural 
bent  of  his  genius.  His  Essay  on  *  Cause  and  Eifect '  ap- 
peared first  ill  1805,  and  in  1806  lie  practised  as  a  physician 
in  partnership  with  Dr.  Gregory.  In  1810  he  was  appointed 
assistant  and  successoPto  Dugald  Stewart  in  the  Moral 
Philosopliy  cliair,  Edinljiirgli  University.  Brown  was  ambi- 
tious of  distinguishing  himself  as  a  poet,  and  of  many  poetical 
productions  the  Paradise  of  Coquettes,*  written  in  the  style 
of  Pope,  is  his  best.  His  lectures  in  the  Professorial  chair, 
added  to  the  fame  of  the  University*  He  died  at  London, 
2d  April,  1620.  His  lectures  were  pnbliahed  in  foot  to1> 
limes,  after  his  decease. 

The  BiU  of  Pains  and  Penalties,  brought  into  the  House 
of  Peers,  against  Caroline  of  Bmnswick,  the  Qaeen  of 

Ckorge  IV.,  excited  an  intense  sensation  in  Edinburgh  as 
in  other  parts  of  the  country,  and  its  withdrawal  by  tlie  min- 
istry was  a  step  in  unison  with  the  public  feeling.  A  partial 
illamination  took  place  on  this  event,  17th  November  1820. 
Much  damage  was  done  by  a  mob  breaking  those  windows 
that  were  not  illuminated. 

A  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  was  held  in  the  Pantheon, 
head  of  Leith  Walk,  16th  December,  1820,  to  petition  his 
Majesty  to  dismiss  the  ^finistrj- — James  Moncreiff,  Advo- 
cate, (afterwards  Lord  Moncreiff)  in  the  chair.  Jeffrey 
made  a  brilliant  speech  on  the  occaakm,  and  about  ZfldO 
people  were  preaent.  lliia  petitioa  was  signed  by  17,368 
with  their  pkcee  of  residence  attiched  to  their  namea. 
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AboQt  tins  period  a  new  era  in  the  conduct  of  the  Edin- 
bnrgh  people  axose; — ^pnblic  meetmgs  came  to  be  held  on 
evety  matter  in  which  the  inhabitants  took  mnch  interetty 

and  it  was  probably  attended  with  this  advantage,  that 

they  stimulated  the  public  iniiid  and  operatL'd  as  a  safety- 
valve  in  giving  vent  to  the  wishes  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
preventing  any  thing  like  riot  or  disturbance  on  public  affairs. 


i6to  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^  famooB  anigeon  in  Edinburgh^  was 
bom  in  1762.  He  was  a  pupil  of  the  well-known 
medical  practitioner,  Alexander  Wood^  or  Sandy  Wood  as 
he  was  fiuniliarlj  called. 

In  1786  he  delivered  lectures  on  Soi^gerfi  and  he  oon- 
tinned  these  t31  1796  when  he  devoted  his  time  to  practice^ 
and  as  a  Surgical  operator  he  long  stood  at  die  head  of  Ins 
prolesaion.  His  '  Anatomy  of  the  Human  Body*  was  pnb* 
lished  in  consecntive  volumes  towards  the  end  of  the  century. 
He  was  a  kindly  and  liberal  man.  He  died  at  liome  in 
1820. 


Br.  9 film  |KttYf»9> 

Dr.  John  Murray,  an  eminent  chemist,  was  edu- 
cated at  £dinbni^,  and  became  a  distinguished  and 
popular  lecturer  on  Chemistiy  and  Natural  Fhilosophyi  at 
his  rooms  in  Nicoison  Street.  Dr.  Murray  wrote  a  ^  Sy^ 
tem '  and ' Elements'  of  Chenustryi  and  Elements  of  M»- 
teria  Hedica  and  Pharmacy.  He  was  also  the  anther  of 
some  papen  in  die  Edinburgh  Beriew.  -He  died  at  Edin- 
biu;S^1820. 

It  had  been  usual  in  Edinburgh  for  the  two  great 
parties  which  existed  there,  as  elsewhere  in  Britain, 
under  the  designation  of  Whigs  and  Tories,  to  hold  occar 
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siondly  great  festivals  in  honour  of  their  political  principles; 
and  the  birthHlay  of  their  respective  statesmen  Pitt  aitil 
Fozy  was  generally  selected  as  the  occasion  of  snch  demon- 
strations; but  probably,  from  political  feelings  having  become 
a  little  keener  Uian  usual,  this  year  the  remarkable  occur- 
rence took  place  of  a  grand  celebration  being  held  by  both 
on  the  same  tlay — 12th  January,  1821,  tliii  anniversary 
of  the  birtli  of  Charles  Janu  s  Fox.  The  Wliigs  dined  in 
Oman's  Watei  loo  Kooms,  musteriiii:;  about  500 — the  Earl 
of  Kosslyn,  one  of  the  lieroes  of  the  Peninsular  war,  in  the 
chair,  supported  by  Lor«l  Dundas,  Lord  Glenorchy  (now 
Marquis  of  Breadalbane),  Sir  Henry  Moncreiti",  John  Clerk, 
Jefiifjy,  Cockburn,  Murray,  and  all  the  celebrated  Whig 
orators  of  the  day  beinir  ]^re??ent.  The  meeting  went  off 
with  great  eelat*  The  Pitt  club  dined  in  the  Assembly 
Rooms,  George  Street — ^the  Marquis  of  Huntly  in  the  chair, 
the  Marquis  of  Lothian  croupier,  and  a  party  of  500  pre- 
sent there,  whilst  Sir  Walter  Scott  presided  over  a  smaller 
party  of  200  in  the  adjoining  room. 

At  tills  time  political  feeling  ran  high.  We  have  now  ar- 
rived, it  is  to  be  hojjcd,  at  a  happier  period,  when  the  wea- 
pons of  pally  warfare  are  laid  aside,  and  statesmen,  without 
retrarrl  to  party  distinction,  at  the  ,sune  time  without  sacri- 
lice  of  principle,  agree  to  act  together  in  the  government  for 
the  public  weal. 

One  of  the  finest  columns  in  Edinburgh  is  the  monu- 
ment to  Lonl  Melville  in  St.  Andrew's  Square.  It  is  similar 
to  Trajan's  column  at  Rome,  and  rosembles  the  column  at 
the  Place  Vendome  at  Paris.  The  foundation-stone  of  this 
buUdmg  was  laid  28th  April,  1821,  by  Admiral  Sir  David 
Milne.  The  height  is  136»  and  the  statue  on  the  top  14  feeL 

The  19th  July,  1821,  was  one  of  those  idle  days  in  Edin- 
burgh the  utility  of  which  is  perhaps  doubtful.  It  was  the 
coronation  of  George  lY;  the  population  were  all  adrift 
and  |)erambulating  the  streets;  a  hundred  banners  were 
waving  i'roni  the  ancient  fortress;  the  troops  fired  a  feu  de 
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joief  and  in  the  evening  the  city  was  brilliantiy  illammatod. 
Nineteen  days  after  this  xejoicing^  tlie  Kin^^e  oonsorti  Caio* 
line  of  Bmnswicky  died  of  a  few  days*  illness. 

A  new  weekly  joomal,  called  the  '  Beacon/  was  started  in 
Edinbnigh,  January  1821.  It  was  distinguished  for  its 
▼iolfittt  ultra^tory  politics  and  severe  personalitiefl^  and  it 
soon  roused  sndi  a  feeling  that  it  died  not  a  violent  but  a 
natural  death  the  same  year  that  it  started  into  existence. 

Dr.  James  Gn  ^  i  v,  the  author  of  the  '  Conspectus 

18S1.  xr     ,  \  ,  ,  -r  , 

IheoretiCil*  Mcdiciiuu,  was  the  son  ol  l>r.  John 
Gregory.  He  was  born  in  I753|  and  long  known  in  Kdio- 
burgh  as  the  most  eminent  pliysician  of  his  day.  He  suc- 
ceeded to  the  chair  of  the  Theory  of  Physic  in  Edinburgh 
University  in  1776,  and  published  his  femed  work,  the 
*  Conspectus/  in  1780.  In  the  capital  of  Scotland,  'to 
consult  Gregozy  *  became  general  with  invalids.  He 
was  a  kind-hearted  and  generous  man.  He  died  2d  April, 
1S21,  and  was  interred  in  the  Canongate  church-yard; 
:i  great  portion  of  the  respectable  inbabitanta  attending  his 
funeral. 


j^^j  John  Ballaiityne,  the  younger  brother  of  James, 
was  born  at  Kelso  in  1774.  He  assisted  his  brother 
in  eiliting  *  The  Kelso  Mail/  and  afterwanis  commenced 
business  in  Edinburgh  as  a  bookseller  and  publisher,  and 
at  a  latei*  period  also  became  the  crack  auctioneer  of  books  and 
articles  of  vertu  in  Edinb'.irgh.  He  was  tlie  friend  and  con- 
fident of  Sir  Walter  Scott  in  the  publication  of  the  Waverley 
Novels,  and  was  himself  the  author  of  a  novel  called  the 
*  WidoVs  Lodgings.'  He  was  a  clever,  active,  quick-witted, 
little  oeature.   Sir  Walter  Scott  gave  him  the  soubriquet 
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of  Rigdumfunidos,  This  curious  compound  of  printer, 
bookseUer,  editor,  auctioiieer,  and  author,  died  in  1821. 

S^ix  RUxantiex  Uo»\SiclL 

1822  Alexander  Boswell,  of  Auchlnleck,  the  eon  of 

the  biugraphurofDr.  Johnson,  was  bom  in  1775*  He 
was  a  man  of  considerable  talent.  In  1803  he  bionght  out 
anonymously  '  Songs  chiefly  in  the  Scottish  dialect.*  Several 
of  tlieni  had  previously  become  popular,  amon^  which  were 
*  Taste  hte's  glad  moments  whilst  iho  geiiilc  taper  glows.* 
He  pubH.slied  ill  1610  a  volume  entitled  'Ediiiburgli,  or  tlie 
Ancient  Ivoyaltv,  a  sketch  of  former  maimers  by  Simon 
Gray,'  in  which  a  farmer  converses  regarding  the  changes 
ill  the  Scottish  capital.   Alluding  to  these  he  says: 

*'  The  towu  may  bo  cluutit  aud  pieced  till  it  meets 
A'  ueebors  bcnorth  and  bcsouth  without  Laltin'; 
BrigB  duqr  be  Uggit  ower  Imns  and  ower  «ti«eti, 
The  Nor^Loch  itad*  hwp'd  u  high  as  the  Odton. 

In  1821,  he  was  created  a  baronet.  The  same  year,  a  severe 
satirical  newspaper  was  started  in  Edinburgh  called  the 
BeacoHj  and  when  it  was  stopped,  a  similar  one  under  the 
name  of  the  Sentinel  appeared  in  Glasgow.  To  both  of  these 
Sir  Alexander  Boswell  had  unfortunately  contributed  some 
severe  personal  squibs,  and  being  j)rior  to  the  days  when 
that  bai'barous  relic  of  feudalism,  duelling,  was  abolished, 
James  Stewart,  younger  of  DuneaiTi,  the  party  aggrieved, 
killed  him  in  a  duel  at  Auchtertool  in  Fife,  26th  March, 
1.S22.  This  event  caused  a  very  painful  sensation  in  Edin- 
burgh, both  parties  being  so  well  known  there. 

The  matters  connected  with  the  Beacon  newspaper  led 
to  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons,  19th  June,  1822, 
when  the  Hon,  James  Abercromby,  (now  I^ord  Dun- 
fermline) made  a  speech  impugning  the  Lord  Advocate, 
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Sir  \V  iliiuTii  RaCj  and  two  of  his  depute  advocates,  for  their 
coonection  wilii  that  newspaper.  In  consequence  of  this, 
one  of  these  latter  gentlemen,  John  Hope,  now  Locd 
Justice  Clerk,  published  Letter  to  tlie  Hon.  James 
AJbeiciomby,  M.  P/  Mr.  Courtenay,  on  the  9th  Joly^  read 
a  passage  to  the  Home  of  Gommoiia  fioin  that  letter^  and 
moved  ^  that  the  said  passage  commenting  on  the  speech  of 
an  hon.  member^  is  a  breach  of  the  piiyileges  of  this  hooae." 
This  motion  was  canled  nmn,  eon.  Mr.  Hope  was  caUed  to 
the  bar  of  the  House  on  17th  Jolyy  when,  after  hearing  his 
statement,  a  resdutum  was  carried  that  the  Speaker  do  oom- 
mnnicate  to  Mr.  Hope,  that  in  consequence  of  his  expla- 
nation, the  House  did  not  think  proper  to  interfere  further 
in  the  business. 

No  sovereiirn  of  the  House  of  Hanover  huvinif  over  visited 
the  capital  of  Scotland,  it  was  considered  a  renuirkable  event 
wlien  it  became  known  in  the  summer  of  1822  that  George 
IV.  was  to  visit  Edinburgh  in  state.  Great  preparations 
were  made,  and  the  whole  city  was  on  the  qm  vive.  His 
Migesly  arrived  in  his  yacht,  the  Royal  George,  in  Leith 
roads  on  the  14th;  and  the  following  day,  15th  August,  he 
entered  his  bai]ge  for  Leith  harbour  under  a  royal  saluto. 
On  his  anival  be  was  received  bjr  the  authorities  in  official 
costume.  Sir  Thomas  Bradford,  the  Commander-in^ief  in 
Soodand,  Imeeled  and  made  his  obeisance.  Mr.  John  Macfie^ 
the  senior  magistrate  of  Leith|  with  characteristic  Scottish 
frankness  held  out  his  hand  to  the  King,  which  his  Majesty 
cordially  re8ponde<l  to.  The  King  was  dressed  in  a  rich 
naval  unitbrni,  \vuh  a  sprig  of  thistle  and  lieather,  in  his  hat. 
lie  Avas  conducted  to  his  state-carriage  drawn  by  eight  horses, 
and  proceeded  by  Leith  Walk  to  Edinburgh — one  of  the  most 
gorg<  nils  ,tnil  splendid  processions  probably  ever  AviLucssed, 
every  thing  being  conducted  with  admirable  arrangement 
and  taste.  A  barrier  gate  had  been  erected  near  Picardy 
place.  On  approaching  it,  after  repeated  sound  of  trumpets, 
the  Marchmont  Herald  summoned  the  dty  to  receive 
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the  Sovereign.  The  cilj  Chamberlain  convejed  die 
simimoiis  to  the  Lord  Provost  Arbuthnot^  whom  the  herald 
addressed:  <'My  Lozd,  I  have  the  honour  of  annonncing  to 
your  lordship,  the  very  near  approach  of  our  most  gracious 
sovereign  the  King,  to  visit  his  most  loyal  and  ancient 
capital  of  Scotland ;  and  I  am  commanded  to  request  ad- 
mittance to  the  city  for  liimself  and  retinue.**  The  Lord 
Provost  ordered  the  gates  to  l)e  tlirown  open  to  admit  tlie 
King.  His  lordship  then  kneelinir  presented  the  ancient 
keys  of  the  city,  and  tlif  inairnificent  procession  moved 
on  l)v  York  Place,  St.  Andrews  Sipiare,  and  the  Regent 
Bridge  and  Calton-hill,  where  the  King  was  struck  with  the 
splendid  view  and  the  appearance  of  tlie  people.  It  reach^ 
the  palace  of  Holyrood-liouse  at  half-past  one  o'clock,  where 
the  Dukes  of  Hamilton^  Montrose^  and  Argyle,  and  a  great 
number  of  officers  of  state,  were  in  waiting  to  receive  the  King. 
In  the  palace  hb  Majesty  being  seated  on  the  throne,  the 
ancient  regalia  of  Scotland  were  brought  forward.  The 
Ijord  Provost  and  magistrates  then  presented  an  address  of 
congratulation.  In  the  evening  Leith  was  brilliantly  illu- 
minated, and  a  large  bonfire  kindled  on  the  top  of  Arthur^s 
Seat.  Tlie  whole  proceedings  of  the  day  terminated  in  the 
most  joyful  and  haj)py  manner. 

It  was  calculated  that  alwut  300,000  Scottish  subjects 
helield  their  sovereign  that  day.  The  King  proteedol  to 
Dalkeith  palace  in  the  evening.  On  the  Friday  evmtng 
Edinburgh  was  .sj)lenilidly  ilhnninatcd — three  regnnents 
marched  to  Salisbury-crags.  The  Calton-hill  and  Arthur's 
Seat  were  the  scene  of  picturesque  military  encampments, 
and  salutes  from  the  Castle  were  responded  to  by  guns  from 
these  adjoining  hills.  Next  day  the  King  held  a  levee 
at  the  palace  of  Holyruod.  He  was  dressed  in  a  High- 
land costume  of  the  royal  Stuart  tartan*  After  the  levee 
his  Majesty  held  a  privy  council  at  the  palace.  Monday 
the  19tli  the  King  held  a  court  at  Holyrood  to  receive  the 
addresses  of  the  diiferent  ]mbUc  bodies.  On  this  occasion  he 
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wore  tlie  order  and  decorations  of  the  Thistle.  The  following 
day  his  Majesty  held  a  drawing'nx>ni  at  the  palace,  which 
was  brilliantly  attended.  On  22d  August,  his  Majesty  held 
a  royal  progress  from  the  palace  of  Holyroud  to  the  Castle 
of  Edinburgh.  The  ci^  was  in  a  stale  of  gEent  emte- 
menl — scafibldiog^  for  the  Ueges  to  Yidw  the  fwogress  were 
ereeled  every  where  on  the  line-^e  marshallmg  oC  the 
whole  prooession,  and  precedence  of  the  different  officials  and 
pubUc  bodies  was  admirably  arranged  by  Sir  Walter  Sootty 
who,  engaged  in  such  a  duty — was  in  his  native  element.  All 
went  off  most  happily  at  the  Castle.  The  King  came  forward 
on  the  halt-moon  batter}'  and  waved  his  hat  to  the  a&seinbleti 
multitudes.  The  procession  i*etumed  by  the  eartlien  Muuud 
and  Prince' s-street  to  Ilolyrood.  The  I'ollowini!:  'lay  the 
King  lield  a  grand  review  ot  the  Cavalry  on  Porti  l  t  llu  sands 
in  the  forenoon,  and  in  the  evening  attended  a  hail  given 
by  the  Peers  of  Scotland  in  George-street  wA^sembly  rooms. 
On  Saturday  2ith  August,  the  Lord  Provost,  magistrates,  and 
council  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh^  entertained  Jiis  Majesty  at  a 
splendid  banquet  in  the  Parliament  House.  The  King  was 
seated  at  the  upper  end  in  a  chair  of  state  sormounted  by  a 
canopy  of  crimson  vdret.  About  three  hundred  guests  were 
present  in  full  dress.  The  King  entered  the  hall  at  half-past 
six  o'clock  conducted  by  the  Lord  Provost,  the  band  playing 
God  save  the  King.  After  the  chief  magistrate  had  given 
the  pablic  toasts,  he  had  the  honour  of  receiving  vwa  voce 
ivoin  his  sovereign  the  title  of  a  baronet.  It  was  done  by 
liis  Majesty  rising  and  proposing  the  iaalih  of  the  lught 
lion,  tile  Lord  Provost,  Sir  William  ^\j*buthnot,  Baronet,  and 
the  Incorporation  ot  the  (^ity  of  Edinbur<:li.  His  lordship 
then  knelt  and  kissed  imnds  on  reoeivlnL''  his  new  title.  The 
King  attended  St.  Giles'  church  on  Sunday  25th  August, 
Dr.  Lamonty  the  moderator  of  the  General  Assembly,  preach- 
ing on  the  occasion. 

The  foundation  stone  of  the  National  MMlument  on  the 

Calton-hill.  intended  when  completed  to  be  a  restoration  of 
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the  c*jlebratcti  Partlienon  of  Athens — was  laid  on  27th 
August  by  the  Duke  of  Uamiiton, — ^there  being  a  grand 
public  procession  on  the  occasion. 

After  visiting  several  public  places  iu  Uie  city,  and  some 
of  the  nobility  at  their  neighbouring  seats,  the  King  left 
Edinburgh  on  29th  August  in  his  travelling  carriage  with^ 
an  escort  of  the  Scots  Greys, — the  whole  aftair  of  tlie  royal 
visit  having  passed  off  in  a  manner  beyond  the  most 
sanguine  expectations.  The  Archers  ibrmed  the  royal  body* 
guard  on  all  public  occasions  in  Edmburgh,  and  the  im- 
luense  concourse  of  the  Hi<rli]and  chieftains  witli  their  clans, 
and  pipers,  and  gillies,  c'(juij)|>ed  in  the  genuine  Celtic 
costume,  added  greatly  to  tlie  picLui'esquo  effect  in  the  streets 
of  Edinburgh. 

A  good  deal  of  discussion  had  arisen  in  Edinburgh  during 
the  last  few  years  regarding  the  state  of  the  city's  finances. 
The  magistrates  and  council  published  the  following  official 
statement  of  the  intromissions  of  the  Chamberlain,  with  the 
corporation  funds,  from  Martinmas  1821  to  30th  September 
1822 

Total  amount  of  receipt,  .  .  .  £41,37;{  19  11 
Total  amount  of  pftjriiM9nt0,        .  3d,632    8  7 

Saiplys,      .        .  £1,841    11  4 

Total  debts  and  cngiigements  of  the  city  at  30th  September 
1822,  £170,148  Is.  Id.,  and  on  the  29th  September  1828 
this  had  increased  to  £197^547  Is.  lOd.    With  this  heavy 

amount  of  debts,  nearly  two  hundred  thousand  pouinii,  M<.  i- 
linc-,  it  seems  strange  that  the  civic  rulers  in  Edinburgh 
siiould  not  have  been  on  their  guard  against  increasing  tlie 
amount  of  the  city's  engagements. 

A  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  was  held  in  the 
Pantheon,  head  of  Leith  Walk,  on  8th  March,  1823, 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  propriety  of  presenting  a 
petition  to  Parliament  to  confer  the  right  of  voting  for  the 
member  for  the  city  of  Edinburgh  on  ^he  householders, 
under  such  limitations  as  to  the  wisdom  of  Parliament  should 
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seem  proper.  About  two  thousand  persons  were  in  the 
Pantheon  on  this  occasion,  and  it  was  supposed  that  about 
four  times  the  number  would  have  been  present  if  the  house 
could  have  contained  them*  The  town  ooundl  at  this  time 
consisted  of  thirty-three  members  selMectedy  and  these 
^KWMWsaed  the  right  of  choosing  the  member  of  parliament  for 
Edinburgh.  A  petition  for  tiie  extension  of  the  fhinchise  to 
householders  was  unanimously  adopted  at  this  meeting. 
Jeffrey  and  Moncreiff  were  among  the  speakers,  and  the 
petition  was  intrusted  for  presentation  to  the  House  of 
Commons  to  the  Hon.  James  Abercromby,  M.P.  It  was 
signed  by  6,847  householders,  and  presented  by  hini  on  tlie 
6th  May  Ibliowing,  when  he  gave  notice  that  he  woukl  next 
session  move  for  leave  to  biing  in  a  bill  in  ttsrms  of  this 
petition. 

Another  meeting  of  tlie  inhabitants  was  held  in  the  same 
place^  2d  July  1823.  The  chief  object  of  which  meeting 
was  to  express  its  abhorrence  and  detestation  of  the  interfiir- 
ence  of  foreign  despots  in  the  affairs  ofotiier  governments — 
the  immediate  cause  was  the  invanon  of  Spain  by  the  Bour- 
bons, under  tiie  I>uc  d'AngouIeme,  with  tiie  view  of  over- 
turning the  constitutional  govonment  which  the  countiy 
had  estublished. 

Murray,  Moncreiff,  and  Cockbum,  were  the  pniicij)al 
speakers.  The  piimary  resolution  adopted  was  tlie  follow- 
ing:— "That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  niectuig  tliat  tlie  war 
now  waged  in  Spain  Ity  the  armies  of  the  French  king,  and 
under  the  auspices  of  the  great  Continental  sovereigns,  for 
the  avowed  purpose  of  putting  down  all  popular  insUtutions, 
and  forcibly  establishing  the  principle  that  no  government 
is  lawful  which  does  not  emanate  from  the  mere  will  of  an 
arbitrary  monarch,  is  an  atrocious  violation,  not  only  of 
Spanish  freedom  and  national  independence,  but  of  all  those 
principles  upon  which  human  society  depends.** 

This  was  followed  by  other  resolutions,  and  a  subscription 
in  aid  of  the  cause  of  Spanish  Independence. 
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^^^^  Sir  Heniy  Raebnm,  probably  the  most  dis- 
tingmshed  portrait  painter  Scotland  ever  produced, 
was  bom  at  Stockbridge,  Edinburgh,  4th  l^farch,  1756.  He 
was  apprenticed  to  a  goldsmith  in  the  Parliament  Square^ 
Even  then  his  natural  bent  of  genius  led  him  to  paint  minia> 
tures.  Visiting  London,  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  treated  him 
with  great  kiiulness.  lie  tlien  went  to  Koiiic,  and  in  1787  re- 
turned to  Edinbur^^li  and  coniiuenced  pDrtniit  j»;iinter,  first 
in  a  fashionable  liouso  in  George  Street,  and  then  in  York 
Place,  where  his  house  was  for  manv  vt»a!*s  the  (nrale  of  tlie 
annual  exhibition  of  pictures  by  Ediulnirgh  artists  prior 
to  the  existence  of  the  beautiful  temples  on  the  earthen 
Mound,  now  the  chosen  seats  of  Scottish  art. 

During  the  following  forty  years  he  painted  the  portraits 
of  the  most  distinguished  citizens  of  Ekliuburgh  in  the  finest 
style.  Both  the  likenesses  and  the  drapery  of  his  pictures  are 
exquisite.  His  private  residence  was  at  a  beautiful  villa,  St. 
Bernards,  in  the  neighbourhood,  now  incorporated  in  the  city. 
He  was  knighted  by  George  IV.  at  Hopetoun  house  in  1822. 
Sir  Henry  died  8th  July,  1823. 


Thomas  Ki>kine,  Lord  Erskine,  wn;?  the  tliird  son 

1823. 

of  David  Earl  of  Buchan.  He  was  born  in  1 748, 
and  was  educated  at  the  High  school  of  Edinburgh,  and 
University  of  St.  Andrews.  He  entered  the  royal  navy  as 
Midshipman  17(>4,  left  it  for  the  nrmy  in  17()8.  He  be- 
came a  student  of  law  at  Lincoln's  Inn  in  1775,  and  in  this 
pi'ofession  he  was  destined  to  attain  the  highest  eminence. 
He  was  called  to  the  bar  in  1778.  His  defence  of  Lord 
George  Gordon  after  the  London  riots  of  1780  was  a  tri- 
umphant pleadings  and  he  soon  occupied  the  public  eje  as  a 
man  of  great  forensic  talent.   On  the  accession  of  the  whigs 
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to  power  in  1806  He  wm  created  a  BritUi  peer  as  Lord 
EnJoDe^  and  appointed  Lord  High  Chancellor.  At  Lord 
Mdville's  tiial  be  presided  as  Lord  High  Steward.  After 

Iiis  retirement  he  prepared  his  aUe  introdnction  to  Fox's 

Speeches,  and  wrote  '  ^Vrmata/  a  political  romance  of  great 
•power  aiitl  eloquence.  He  wa.s  the  brother  of  the  Hon. 
Henry  Erskine,  at  whose  seat  of  Almondell  near  Edinburgh, 
he  died  i7th  November  1823. 


JTolit  ftoyt,  B»l  9t  W«9<tom 

John  Hope,  Earl  of  Hopetonn,  whose  bronze  eques- 
trian statae  adorns  the  east  end  of  St.  Andrews 
Square  at  the  area  of  the  Boyal  Bank— was  bom  m  1766. 
He  travelled  on  the  Continent  with  Dr.  Gillies,  anther  of  the 
History  of  Greece^  as  bis  tutor. 

.  After  a  long  and  splendid  military  career  in  Holland^ 
Egfpt^  and  the  Spanish  peninsolai  he  was  in  1814  created 

a  British  peer,  as  a  reward  for  his  distingoi»hed  services,  with 
the  title  of  Lord  Niddry,  and  afterwards  succeeded  his  eider 
brother  as  Earl  of  Hopetoun.    He  died  in  16'2^, 

On  26th  February,  1824,  the  Hon.  James  Aber 
1824.  . 

cromby — son  of  the  late  gallant  Sir  Ralph  Aber- 

crombjr— moved  in  the  House  of  Commons  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  and  alter  the  state  of  repre> 
sentatton  in  the  city  of  Edinburgh.  He  prefaced  this  motion 
with  a  calm  and  sagacious  speech  abounding  with  indispu- 
table fiictS|  which,  though  not  leading  to  the  desired  result  at 
the  moment  left  an  indelible  impression  on  the  public  mind. 
The  House  of  Commons  divided. 

Against  Mr.  Abercroiuby's  motion,  •  •  .  «  99 
In  favour  of  it,  75 

The  Royal  Botauic  garden  of  Edinburgh  was  ori^nally 


Digitized  by  Google 


374.  HISTORY  OF  EDINBUSGH. 

furnied  by  Sir  Andrew  Balfour  ami  Sir  Robert  Sibbald, 
nearly  two  Ci  nturies  before,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  palace  of 
Holjrood.  it  was  afterwards  planted  near  the  Trinity  Hos- 
pital, and  its  old  locale  there,  went  by  the  name  of  the  Phjdc 
Oardens  till  within  these  few  years,  when  railways  came  to 
occupy  its  luxbitat.  In  1 7 67  the  Botanic  Garden  was  removed 
to  the  west  side  of  the  road  to  Leith,  occupying  about  five 
acres.  The  increase  of  building  in  that  quarter  led  to  another 
removal,  and  twelve  acres  were  obtained  for  the  purpose  at 
Inverleithy  northward  of  Canonmills,  which  were  enclosed 
by  a  wall  ten  feet  high ;  hothouses  were  built,  heated  by 
steam,  ^leen-houses  erected — and  the  removal  of  the  plants 
commenced  in  1821.  This  was  gradualU  iicconiplished,  and 
treeS|  thirty  ami  iui  ty  feet  in  lieight,  traui^ported  in  safety  to 
their  abode — and  an  elegant  class-rooin  huilt.  The  whole 
of  this  splendid  ncn-  royal  Botanic  Garden  was  opened  in 
1824;  and  now  forms  one  of  the  most  beautii'ul  objects  with 
which  Edinburgh  is  environed. 

The  large  buildings  at  Tan  fields  in  the  same  neighbour- 
hood,  were  also  erected  in  1824,  for  the  Oil  Gas  Company. 
The  design  was  that  of  a  Moorish  fortress,  the  idea  of  which 
was  suggested  by  Sir  Walter  Scott,  who  was  chairman  of  Uie 
Ckmipany,  and  laid  the  foundation  24th  May,  1824*  The 
manufacture  of  oil  gas  being  found  unprofitable^  the  uses  to 
which  these  picturesque-looking  buildings  were  originally 
destined  was  altered. 

Eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-four  w-ill  long  be  remem- 
bered in  Kdin burgh  as  the  year  of  the  great  fires.  On 
Tliiirsduy,  24th  June,  the  fir^t  of  these  broke  out  at  the  head 
of  the  Royal  Bank  Close,  enrly  that  monnng,  and  the  whole 
of  the  large  tenement  second  from  the  Parliament  Square 
was  soon  laid  in  ruins.  The  building,  long  so  well  known 
as  John's  Coffee-House,  where  many  of  the  public  sales  of 
properties  used  to  be  conducted,  with  the  flats  above,  was 
also  destroyed.  This  included  the  venerable  and  massive-  . 
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looking  piazzaa^  loog  so  familiar  to  the  lieges  of  Edinburgh 
as  they  entered  the  Parliament  Square. 

On  28th  June^  1824,  Mr.  W.  Sadler  asoraded  in  a  bal- 
loon firam  Heriofs  Hoqjital;  he  was  accompanied  in  the  car 
by  Mr.  Campbell  of  Saddd.  Great  crowds  were  collected 
on  the  occasion.  The  aeronauts  crossed  the  Firth  of  Forth, 
and  landed  near  Leven  in  Fife,  after  a  voyafje  of  two  hoars. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  9th  July,  1824,  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  ofiering  some  testimony  of  respect  to  the  me- 
mory of  James  Watt. — On  the  motion  of  Francis  Jettrey, 
Sir  Walter  Scott  was  called  to  the  chair.  Professor  Pillans 
and  Henry  Cockburn  spoke  in  favour  of  an  Edinburgh  or 
Scottish  monument  in  honour  of  this  great  man.  Sir  Walter 
Scott,  alluding  to  the  disadvantage  of  having  to  iro  to  Lon- 
don to  see  a  monnmenty  remarked  that  no  man  had  done  so 
much  to  bring  London  near  Edinburgh,  as  James  Watt» 
Though  no  scheme  Ibr  an  £dinbar|^  monnment  to  Watt 
was  airanged  at  this  meeting — after  the  lapse  of  thirty 
years,  Edinburgh  has  now  got  a  beantifol  statae  of  him 
erected  in  an  appropriate  situation,  the  ftont  of  the  School 
of  Arts  in  Adam  Square,  executed  by  an^le  and  deserving 
scnlptor,  Peter  Slater.  This  accomplishes  what  Lord  Cock- 
bum  very  felicitously  called  an  open  day-light  monument  of 
Watt,  in  Edinburgh. 

The  firc'at  fires  of  this  y^r  now  resumed  their  ravages, 
and  for  some  tjiinj  kopt  the  city  in  a  state  of  great  j>ertur- 
bation  and  excitement.  On  the  evenincj  of  Monday  15th 
November,  1824,  a  most  calamitous  and  destructive  one  oc- 
curred at  the  head  of  the  Old  Assembly  Close,  High  Street, 
Four  lofty  tenements  were  destroyed,  occupying  a  space  of 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  in  length,  and  in  general 
six  storeys  high.  Fomitnre  was  thrown  oat  of  the  windows 
— carried  down  the  stairs  and  piled  up  on  the  street,  which 
was  a  scene  of  wild  confhsiott — whilst  imm  the  New  town, 
the  picturesque  and  broken  masses  of  the  Old  city,  with  its 
spires  and  cfaimn^s  splendidly  iUominated  by  ^e  flames, 
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had  an  appearaooe  of  terrific  grandeur.  The  citj  had  not 
recovered  from  this  alarm,  when,  next  day  at  noon,  the 
announcement  spread  through  the  town  that  the  Tron  Kirk 
was  on  fire.  Embers  from  the  fire  of  the  preceding  night  had 
alighted  on  the  spire,  which  being  partly  of  wood,  got  ig> 
ntte<I,  and  bnmt  for  half  an  liour  a  liWng  mass  of  Hame — 
and  bi'iiii^  iiin>(>ssible  to  save  it,  ci'o\\(ls  .stood  around  calinlv 
surveyiiiii;  it  as  if  it  hud  been  a  spectacle — and  the  scene 
certainly  was  grand. 

To  the  consternation  of  tiie  inhabitntits  another  groat  tire 
liroke  out  the  same  night,  at  the  south-east  corner  of  the 
Parliament  Square,  in  one  of  tlie  higliest  tenetnents,  and  it 
spread  along  all  the  remaining  east  side.  The  destruction  of 
property  was  yery  great,  and  the  city  in  that  quarter  pre- 
sented a  most  extraordinary  scene  of  bustle  and  confusion — 
magistrates,  military,  police,  and  firemen  all  actively  en- 
gaged, endeavouring  to  stay  the  conflagration.  These  tene- 
ments in  the  Square  were  consumed,  leaving  the  lofty  mas- 
sive walls  of  some  of  them  standing  in  a  most  dangerous 
state  without  support,  almost  the  only  remains  of  the  Old 
Parliament  Sijuare! 

(^ueensbeny  House  was  obtained  as  a  .shelter  for  the 
poor  sutierers,  about  throe  hundred  families  having  been 
rendered  liitim  ic.'.Sj  and  u|)\variis  of  twenty  people  re<"eivcf! 
severe  bodily  injury  and  sevei^l  killed.  At  one  time  seri- 
ous alarm  was  entertained  for  the  greater  part  of  tlie  Old 
town,  from  the  efiects  of  the  fiying  embers. 

When  this  catastrophe  was  over,  it  became  a  matter  of 
serious  consultation,  what  plan  was  to  be  adopted  to  bring 
down  the  towering  walls  of  the  burnt  tenements.  It 
was  at  first  thought  of  employing  sappers  and  miners,  but 
blowing  them  up,  or  rather  blowing  them  down  with  gan- 
powder  was  the  mode  successfully  resorted  to— the  nmainder 
was  then  pnUed  down  by  chain  cables. 

On  20th  November,  while  this  work  of  demolition  wa« 
going  oiif  liie  ^orroundinji;  buildin|^  and  St.  Giles's  spire 
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wm  filled  with  spectators  witnessing  the  soepe^  which  waf 
ene  of  a  vevy  unique  and  extraordinary  character. 

A  grand  mnsioBl  Festival  had  been  held  in  £dinbnfgh 
the  previous  month;  some  old  people  looked  on  these  fires 
as  a  judgment  or  punishment  for  performing  sacred  mosie 
at  the  festival  Oratorios. 

Towards  the  close  of  this  same  year,  a  speculative  numia 
arose  in  Edinburgh,  which  displayed  itself  in  attempts  to 
form  ii  ^n-eat  variety  ot  joint-stock  companies.  It  is  amusing 
and  iikstiuciive  to  look  back  at  the  complexion  of  these 
schemes.  Among  the  earliest  was  the  j)n;spectus  of  a 
"Whale  FisbiiifT  Company,  with  a  capital  of  a  quarter  of  a 
million  sterling;  a  Glass  Company,  £100,000;  tlie  Scottish 
Porter  Brewing  Co.;  Equitable  Loan  Co.,  £75,000;  Wine 
Company  of  Scotland;  Cotton  and  Flax  Spinning  Co., 
£150,000;  a  DistiUery  Co.,  £100,000;  Joint-stock  Co.  for 
the  Improvement,  Porchaae,  and  Sale  of  Property;  Scottish 
Union  Insurance  Co.,  5  millions;  Edinbuigh  and  Ghu^w 
jEUilroad  Co^  £300,000;  New  Town  Markets  Co.,  £20,000; 
Caledonian  Iron  Fonodiy  Co.;  Australian  Co.;  Scottish 
Wool-Stapling  Co.,  £500,000;  Edinburgh,  Leith,  Glasgow, 
Paisley,  Ardrossan,  and  Troon  Railway,  £300,000;  Scottidi 
Union  Banking  Co.,  two  luilliuns;  Scottish  Union  Com- 
mercial 1 5n  11  king  Co.;  Edinburgh  Dairy  Co.,  X.jU,<H)1); 
Edinbnrgli  and  Leith  Kiuiway,  £laU,000;  Wilsontown 
Iron  Works  and  Foundry  Co.,  £80,000;  Joint-Stock  Com- 
pany for  tlie  Manufactory  of  Paper,  £150,000;  Commercial 
Marine  Insurance  Company  of  Scotland,  one  million;  Ed- 
inburgh and  Leith  Water  Co. ;  East  Coast  Sea  Fishing  Co. 

From  this  long  list  of  wibryo  schemes — the  shares  of 
which  were  sometimes  subscribed  for  in  a  day— only  two 
became  iaige  and  extensive  coneemi,  the  Natbnal  Bank 
and  the  Scottish  Union  Insuranoe  Oompanj,  both  of  whioh 
may  be  said  to  have  been  founded  bj  Alexander  HeiH 
denon,  the  then  chief  Maglstiate  of  the  oily. 

The  busSness  of  a  stock-broker  had  been  unknown  in  £d- 
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inburgh,  till  these  commercial  speculations  brought  it  into 
existence  this  year,  and  it  now  became  a  regular  trade  or 
profession. 

It  shows  the  gradual  enlar^^ement  of  the  New  town  of 

E<li!il)ur<^h,  that  the  fouiulution-stonu  of  a  new  church  was 
1  11  1  ill  Bellevue  Crescent,  by  tlie  Lord  Provost,  Sir  William 
Arbuthnot,  15th  August,  1823.  It  was  built  to  contain 
1,800  sitters,  from  a  plan  by  ^fr.  Thomas  Brown;  its  erec- 
tion cost  £13,000.  It  was  opened  fur  public  worship  12th 
December,  1824 — soon  after  being  designated  by  the  name 
of  St.  Mary's  Church. 

The  New  Academj  on  the  northern  side  of  Edinburgh, 
at  Henderson  Bow,  was  also  opened  this  year,  and  its 
institution  led  to  long  discussions  about  erecting  a  new 
High  School. 


fir.  fiA^Qy  Jfo|ni»toit. 

Dr.  Johnston  was  born  in  1 733.    lie  was  edu- 

1834. 

catea  for  the  Presbyterian  churcli,  and  became  min- 
ister of  North  Leith  in  1765.  He  was  a  man  of  great 
benevolence,  and  was  the  ori^imitor  of  tlic  Blind  Aaylum  in 
Edinburgh,  one  of  the  most  useful  of  the  public  charities. 
He  was  a  fine-looking  old  maUi  and  died  1824. 


1824.  Alexander  Campbell|  the  author  of '  Albyn'a  An- 
thology/ a  doughty  literary  Highlander,  was  bom 
in  1764^  at  Tombeai  by  the  side  of  Loch  Lubnaig^  near 
Callender.  He  came  to  Edinbui^h  in  early  life,  and  showed 
a  decided  taste  for  the  beautiful  melodies  of  Scotland|  and 
he  became  a  teacher  of  the  harpsichord  and  of  vocal  music; 
and  organist  at  St.  Peter's  Episcopal  chapel.  He  and 
Bums  the  poet  were  intimate  friends,  and  he  was  teacher 
of  music  to  6ir  Walter  Scott.  In  1798  he  publifihed  an  *  In- 
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trodnctloii  to  the  Histoiy  of  Poetry  in  Scotland,  and  Songs 
of  the  Iiowkndsy'  with  engravings  bj  David  AUan.  His 
'Tour  from  Edinburgh  tibrough  various  parts  of  North 
Britain' appeared  in  1802;  his' Albyn's  Anthology 'in  1816, 
with  contributions  irom  the  most  distinguished  living  Scottish 
poets.  He  died  in  Edinburgh  15th  May,  1824.  Sir  Walter 
Scott,  who  was  always  a  steady  friend  to  him,  attended  his 
iuneral. 

The  Lonl  Provost.  IMat^istrates,  and  Council,  on 
1826.  .  .  . 

30th  March,  1825,  unaniniously  conferred  the  free- 

dom  of  the  city  on  Henry  Brougham,  Esq.,  M.  P.,  "  in  testi- 
mony of  their  admiration  of  his  distinguished  talents,  exerted 
on  many  public  occasions  in  behalf  of  objects  of  important 
national  interest;  and  of  the  pleasure  they  experienced  in 
reflecting  that,  as  a  native  of  the  city,  he  had  ever  shown  the 
wannest  zeal  for  its  prosperity,  and  as  a  pupil  of  its  High 
school  and  University,  he  had  there  laid  the  foundation, 
and  exhibited  the  early  indications  of  those  varied  literary, 
and  scientific  acquirements  which  have  so  splendidly  adorned 
his  matnrer  years."  On  5th  April  a  public  dinner  was  given 
to  Mr.  Brougham  in  the  George  Street  Assembly  rooms.  It 
creattid  considerable  excitement  in  Kdinburgli.  Five  hundred 
was  the  original  number  of  tickets  issued,  and  they  were  all 
take  n  Tip  in  two  days;  the  number  was  then  extended  to  eight 
hunch  ed.  It  was  remarked  at  tlie  time  by  a  literary  journal, 
that  Henry  Brougham,  comparatively  a  few  years  before,  had 
left  Edinburgh  with  almost  nothing  to  aid  him,  and  he  now 
came  back  as  a  leading  man  in  Parliament — as  the  leading 
and  most  gifted  counsel  at  the  English  bar,  and  as  one  of 
the  most  able  and  popular  writers  of  the  day. 

Henry  Cockbum  was  in  the  chair  at  this  hatgt  meet- 
ing supported  by  Lord  Glenorehy,  (the  present  Marquis 
of  BrMdalbane^)  and  Lord  Ghailes  Russell.  In  his 
notice  of  Brougham,  Cockbum  remarked: — ^'It  is  now 
almost  twenty  years  since  he  can  be  said  to  have  been  an 
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inhabitant  of  Edinburgh,  and  since  he  left  us,  to  begin  that 
splendid  career  which  he  has  so  saccessfully  pursued.  He 
was  bred  here;  he  received  the  whole  of  his  education  among 

lis ;  here  lie  fDrintHl  liis  earliest  frieiulsliips,  I  trust  also  hin 
dealest  attachments;  it  was  here  he  first  exliiljited  tliose  stu- 
pendous powers  that  made  it  not  a  matter  of  speculation, 
but  certainty,  that  he  would  attain  th(?  lu^dieit  elevation  in 
any  walk  to  whicli  liis  duty  or  inclination  might  lead  him. 
In  tlie  cause  of  the  emancipation  of  tlie  slaves,  humanity 
found  a  potent  ally  in  him,  and  the  cause  of  the  education 
of  the  peoj)le  is  the  great  ground  on  which  his  reputation 
will  stand.  The  philosophers  of  the  last  age  had  laid  it 
down  as  a  maxim,  Uiat  a  nation  could  only  succeed  in  manu- 
facturing industry,  by  degrading  tlie  bulk  of  the  people  to 
mere  machines,  a  hateful  doctrine  which  Henry  Brougham 
had  powerfully  refuted.  Till  his  achievements  were  viewed 
at  a  certain  distance,  they  will  not  be  seen  in  their  true  light. 
In  those  days  the  Negro  will  be  free — commerce  unshackled, 
and  the  lamp  of  knowledge  will  shed  its  light  in  the  housti 
of  every  mechanic,  and  the  cottage  of  every  labourer." 

Brougham's  reply  was  with  his  usual  powerful  eloquence 
— "  AllM'it  "  said  lie,  "not  unused  to  public  meetings,  I  yet 
feel  inability  to  descrilie  the  sense  I  entertain  of  the  very 
singular  kindness  w  itli  which  I  have  been  this  day  received  by 
my  fellow-iitizcns  of  Edinburgh.  I  am  your  fellow-citizen, 
born,  bred,  and  educated  in  this  town.  How  much  I  owe 
to  that,  I  want  utterance  to  express.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that 
I  owe  every  thing  to  that  education  I  received  in  Edinbni^h. 
I  have  l)een  in  the  habit  of  seeing  and  considering  many 
methods  of  education,  but  I  have  not  seen  one  plan  or  any 
one  system  so  well  a<lapted  to  the  teaching  of  yoath,  rightly 
to  estimate  the  blessings  of  a  free  government,  and  to  train 
them  up  to  become  good  citixens  and  valuable  membera  of 
society,  as  that  adopted  in  the  old  High  school  of  Edinburgh, 
and  the  Scottish  University.  Great  improvements  no  doubt 
will  be  made,  and  are  daily  making,  in  the  education  of  youth, 
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and  it  U  none  of  the  least  that  these  seminaries  are  capable 
of  improving  their  methods  of  education.  But  what  I  have 
to  say  of  tha  High  school  of  Edinbnighi  is  this — ^that  such 
a  school  is  altogether  invaliiable  in  a  free  state— 4n  a  state^ 
having  higher  (^ects  in  view  than  a  mere  knowledge  of  the 
Latin  and  Greek  languages  and  tlie  study  of  Pkosody.  A 
school  like  the  High  school  of  Edinbnrgh  is  invali]aMe,-^nd 
for  what  is  it  so?  It  is  because  men  of  the  highest  and 
lowest  rank  in  society  send  their  children  to  be  educated  at 
that  sclioul.  One  of  those  at  the  cla-.s  1  attended  is  lum  ;i 
nobleman  in  the  House  of  Peers,  and  some  of  tliem  a^iuin 
were  shopkeepers  in  tlie  lowest  part  of  the  ( 'nwrrate  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  one  or  two  of  them  ^^  ere  the  sons  of  menial 
servants  in  the  town.  There  they  were,  sitting  side  by  side, 
giving  and  taking  places  from  each  other  without  the  slightest 
impression  of  superiority  or  inferiority  on  account  of  rank. 
This  is  my  reason  for  preferring  the  old  High  school  of 
Edinburgh,  to  a  Patrician  school,  however  well  regulated  or 
conducted.  As  to  the  College  of  Edinburgh,  it  enjoys  many 
singular  benefits*  Not  only  the  greatest  men  of  genius  and 
the  first  scholars  of  the  present  day  have  been  educated  in  it, 
but  it  has  that  which  in  my  opinion  makes  it  greatly  superior 
to  any  school  of  education  in  the  South,  established  on  mere 
monastic  rules  and  principles,  nanu  ly,  that  tlie  youth  live 
under  their  father's  roof  wliile  at  (  '«)lle<r<*,  and  enjoy  the 
invaluable  advantage  of  sound  morals  and  j>arental  restraint; 
and  in  the  si-^ter  kinrrdom,  schools  have  hi  rn  established  and 
are  now  establishing  on  the  model  of  the  Hiffh  school  of 
Edinburgh,  and  steps  are  now  taking  to  bestow  the  blessings 
of  education  on  the  same  plan  adopted  in  this  city,  on  the 
countless  multitudes  of  the  uneducated  youth  of  Ireland." 

John  Pinkerton,  the  critic  and  historian,  was 
bom  at  Edinbuigh  1758.   He  became  an  appren- 
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tite  to  Mr.  Aytoun,  Writer  to  the  Signet.  In  1783  he 
published  his  *  Select  Scottish  Ballads,'  and  in  1786  bis 
'  Ancient  Scottish  Poems/  and  in  1791  his  ^  Inquiry  into 
the  History  of  Scotland  preceding  the  reign  of  Malcolm 
III./  and  five  yeai*s  afterwards  his  *  History  of  Scotland 
during  the  Reign  of  the  Stuarts/  He  also  edited  a  ^  Collec- 
tion of  Voyages  and  Travels.'  in  19  vok.  He  died  10th 
Mardiy  1825. 

1825  George  Chalmers,  the  author  of  *  Caledonia,' 
was  born  in  Banft'shire  1742.  He  studied  law  at 
Edinburgh  University,  and  afterwards  resided  many  years 
in  America.  He  wrote  a  *  Life  of  Daniel  Defoe'  in  1790. 
His  edition  of  *  Allan  Kamsay*  appeared  in  1800.  The 
iirst  volume  of  his  ^  Caledonia/  a  work  of  great  research^  was 
published  iii  1807.   He  died  31st  May^  1825. 

Considerable  discussion  had  arisen  for  some  time  in  Edin- 
burgh, regarding  the  erection  of  a  new  High  Sdiool — ^the 
old  one  at  the  foot  of  Infirmary  Street  being  deemed  too  far 
south;  anotlier  on  the  north  side  of  the  town  was  proposed, 
and  at  last  the  Millei^s  Knowe,  Galton  Hill,  was  fixed  on  as 
the  site,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Hamilton,  architect,  having  pro- 
duced a  beantifiil  design; — a  public  procession  took  place  at 
the  laying  of  the  foundation-stone,  by  Lord  Glenorchy,  (the 
present  ^lurquis  of  Breailall);uie)  ou  26th  July,  1825.  The 
finest  part  of  the  procession  was  the  six  hundred  scholars 
attending  the  seliool,  in  their  holiday  dress,  each  with  a 
white  wand  in  his  hand.  A  public  dinner  took  place  at 
the  Waterloo  Hotel,  the  Lord  Provost,  Alexander  Hender- 
son, in  the  chair,  supported  by  the  Earl  of  Fife  and  Lord 
Abercromby.  Professor  Wilson  delivered  an  eloquent  speech 
on  the  occasion. 

In  the  autumn  of  lS2b,  the  unwonted  occurrence  of  a 
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keen  contest  for  the  civic  chair  took  place  between  two  re- 
spectable individuals,  William  Trotter  of  Ballendean  and 
William  Allan  of  Glen.  The  former  was  elected  Lord 
Provost  4tb  October  of  that  year. 

Abont  this  period^  the  Earl  of  Moray's  grounds  of  Drum- 
shengb|  comprising  nearly  thirty  acresy  were  built  aocording 
to  a  beautiful  plan  by  Gillespie  Graham,  architect,  which 
added  much  to  the  splendour  of  the  New  town.  These  build- 
ings extend  near  to  the  nmne  of  the  Water  of  Leith|  and 
include  Moray  Place,  probably  one  of  the  most  splendid 
places  in  Europe,  or  as  it  has  been  called,  the  place  of  palaces. 

Sir  Henry  llaeburii,  further  to  tlie  north,  proceeded 
to  lay  out  his  grounds  on  the  other  side  of  the  Water  of 
Leith,  in  a  series  of  handbonie  streeu.  It  happened  one 
day  wlien  Sir  David  Wilkie  and  he  were  walkinrr  together 
near  his  villa  of  St.  Bernard's — Wilkie  sutjgested  to  Raeburu 
that  he  should  build  on  each  side  of  the  double  row  of  elm 
trees,  to  which  he  pointed,  a  crescent  in  the  purest  style  of 
Grecian  architecture.  Kaebum  followed  the  advice  of  his 
brother  artist,  and  erected  St.  Bernard's  Crescent,  the  archi- 
tecture of  which  has  been  much  admired. 

A  public  dinner  to  Joseph  Hnme^  ILP^  took  place  in 
the  Waterioo  Hotel,  18th  November,  1825,  ibr  his  services 
in  Pariiament,  Leonard  Homer  in  the  chair.  Upwards  of 
four  hundred  gentlemen  were  present. 

A  French  corvette,  L'Actif,  left  Leith  Roads  31st  October, 
1825 — the  first  French  sliip-ol-\vur  that  had  visited  the 
Firtli  of  Forth  since  the  alarm  caused  by  Paul  Jones's  visit 
in  1779. 


William  etSUnpU^ 

William  Gillespie,  a  Scottisli  poet  of  considerable 
talent,  was  bom  at  Kells  in  Galloway,  1776.  He 
attended  the  University  of  Edinburgh  in  1792,  was  licensed 
as  a  prsacber  in  1801,  and  five  years  after  succeeded  his 
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father  as  minister  ot  Kells.  His  first  published  poem  was 
*  The  Profrress  of  Kofinement.'  In  1813  Ilouir  intriKlnced 
him  as  the  sixth  bard  in  the  Queen's  Wake^  and  describes 
him  a«: 

•*  Gentle  his  form,  his  manners  meet, 
His  barp  wu  lofl,  hi*  voice  wu  sweet; 
He  aong  Loch  Bjan^s  luipleM  meid. 
In  blooid  of  yooth,  by  love  betrayed.'* 

Gillespie's  < Consolation,  and  other  Poems'  appeared  in 
1815.  He  wrote  an  interesting  account  of  Lowe,  the  author 
of  <  Mary's  Dream/  in  Cix>mek*8  Remains.  Gille^e  died 
1825. 

After  a  period  of  great  commercial  speculation 
there  generally  follows  a  correspondent  re-action.  At 

the  close  of  1825  and  tlic  commencement  of  the  succeeding 
year,  a  panic  jircnuilcd,  and  on  ITtli  Januaiy,  1826,  a  great 
scn>atioii  \va'^  r\citod  in  Ivlinburgli,  by  the  announcement 
of  tlu'  st<)])i>aL^i'  of  the  exten>i\  c  publishing  luni'sc  of  Archi- 
bald Constable  an«l  Co., — a  (  ••ncern  ■wliicli,  l>y  the  boldness 
of  its  undertakings,  had  given  a  new  impetus  to  Scottish 
literature, — and  this  was  aggravated  the  following  day,  by  a 
similar  catastrophe  with  James  Ballantyne  and  Company, 
Printers,  of  which,  tliough  not  known  till  then,  Sir  >y alter 
Scott  was  a  partner.  These  events  created  great  sympathy 
towards  the  partic^t,  esi^ecially  Sir  Walter  Scott,  who  was 
much  beloved  in  Edinburgh,  and  who,  now  involved  in  debts 
exceeding  a  hundred  thousand  pounds,  refused  the  most 
liberal  tenders  of  money  from  his  friends  or  settlement  by 
composition  with  his  creditors,  but  nobly  and  determinedly 
set  himself  to  tlic  ta^k  of  workiiiix  ont  ut  his  own  brain  the 
complete  liijuidatioii  of  these  heavy  responsibilities. 

Nothing  has  tcndetl  more  to  preser\-e  the  beaut v  and  salu- 
l^nty  of  tlio  city  than  tlie  Hnc  open  valley  between  the  Old 
and  New  town,  and  the  gardens  between  Queen  Street  and 
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Heriot  Row.  An  apprehenuoo  had  arisen  of  an  intention  on 
the  part  of  the  Mflgistnites  to  boild  on  tho  fint  mentionod 
of  theae^  and  a  meeting  of  the  piopiieibn  of  the  New  town, 
was  in  oonaeqaence  held  S6tfa  Fehraaiy,  1826,  at  which 
Henry  Oocklmm  leroarked  that  there  was  a  part  of  this 
cilj  which  they  wished  to  presenre  from  destruction.  It 
was  now  nearly  tea  years  since  it  was  proposed  to  Iniild  a 
jail  in  front  of  Prince's  Street — then  it  was  proposed  to  bnild 
a  church — after  that  a  tlieatre — next  we  were  with  great 
difficulty  sa\  ed  from  an  extensive  veomanry  stable — and  not 
six  iiKjiitlis  before,  we  were  threalenr<l  with  a  new  High 
School  being  put  down  there,  lie  would  now  ask,  have  the 
Magistrates  not  in  their  possession  at  this  moment,  under 
lock  and  key,  a  plan  for  building  opposite  Prince's  Street, 
east  of  the  Mound?  Last  year,  in  discussing  a  proposed  bill 
for  city  improTemenfcBy  he  asked,  was  the  clause  prohibiting 
building  there,  assented  to  at  once?  No,  it  was  rugged  out  of 
them  as  if  it  had  been  their  heart's  blood.  He  beliered  that 
the  fears  of  the  inhabitants  of  Edinbtu^  would  never  be  at 
rsst  until  they  had  a  statute  to  this  effect.  The  meeting 
adopted  the  following  resolution:  That  one  of  the  most 
striking  aspects  of  Edinbui^h  is  that  which  is  exhibited  of 
the  Old  town  fiom  the  eastern  division  of  Prince's  Street, 
and  that  the  filling  up  of  the  valley,  or  the  erection  of  build- 
ings between  the  Old  and  New  town,  would  be  destructive 
of  tile  be.iut y  of  this  quarter  of  the  city.** 

The  wc!.stern  Prince's  Street  gardens  were  formed  some 
years  before,  and  added  greatly  to  the  beaut}'  of  the  town. 

Another  striking  feature  of  the  vicinity  of  Edinburgh  was 
at  this  time  threatened  with  destruction.  The  bold  pro- 
montory of  Salisbury  Crags  was  actually  invaded  by  the 
pickaxe  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  stones  to  causeway  the 
streets  of  the  city.  Tliis  proceeding— one  worthy  of  the 
days  of  the  Gbths  and  Vandals — ^met  with  merited  obloquy, 
and,  after  a  good  deal  of  public  remonstrance,  was  abo 
staid.  It  was  alleged  tliat  this  result  was  findly  acoom« 
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plished  througli  the  interposition,  as  a  matter  of  taste^  of 
George  IV. 

A  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  was  held  in  the  Waterloo 
Booms,  3d  March,  1826,  to  express  their  opinion  on  the 
proposed  meaBores  of  the  government  respecting  the  Scottish 
banks,  and  the  suppressing  the  circulation  of  one  pound 
notes  in  Scotland.  The  public  opinion  had  been  strongly 
in  favour  of  the  existing  system.  Edinburgh  and  Scotland 
having  flourislied  under  it,  the  proj)osed  innovations  were 
deemed  dangerous  to  iScottish  trade,  and  tlie  imn'ting  udu|)tc<l 
petitions  to  botli  liouses  of  parliament  depivcating  the  in- 
tended changes.  The  meeting  was  unanimous  on  tlie  sulj- 
ject  exce|»t  one  respectable  individual,  a  retired  goldsmith, 
who  preferred  the  circuhition  of  sovereigns  to  the  paper 
currency.  Sir  Walter  Scott  attended  the  meeting,  and  it 
was  remarked  by  one  speaker  tliat  his  letters  of  Sir  Malaclii 
Malagrowther,  wliich  had  recently  appeared,  entitled  him  to 
the  gratitude  of  his  countfy — that  these  letters  had  been  like 
the  fiery  cross  flying  through  the  glens  and  mountains,  to 
rouse  the  donnant  spirit  of  Scotland.  These  measnres  were 
soon  after  stopped. 

In  1826,  the  number  of  students  attending  the  College  | 
amounted  to  upwards  of  2,200;  for  some  years  the  attend- 
ance had  been  gradually  on  the  incrense,  and  the  medical 
school  and  literary  classes  ccmtinued  to  uphold  the  higli  name 
of  the  university  ot  Kdiubui*gh. 


1826  ^^^^  l^*y>  ^^^^  Edinburgh  caricaturist,  was  bom 
near  Dalkeith  in  1742.  He  became  a  practising 
member  of  the  Society  of  Surgeon-barbers  in  Edinburgh  in 
1771.  In  the  days  of  yore  in  Auld  Reekie,  the  profesnons 
of  surgeon  and  barber  were  combined,  and  the  principal  oc- 
cupation of  a  barber  was  not  merely  m  shaving  the  faces, 
but  also  in  improving  the  heads  of  his  customers,  by  dressing 
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their  wigs,  then  an  important  part  of  the  outer  garb  of  a 
polite  and  spmce  citizen.  Kay  commenced  his  portnut 
etchinfr?  in  1784,  and  though  known  by  the  name  of  cari- 
catnnoB,  they  wece  generally  the  beat  likeneeaes  extant  of  the 
most  oelebrated  characters  and  citizens  in  Edinburgh.  He 
had  a  small  print-shop  in  the  Parliament  Square,  which  was 
consumed  by  the  great  fire  in  1824.  Many  a  gazer  used  to 
be  amused  at  his  window  there.  Kay  died  in  1826.* 

For  a  long  scries  of  years  tlie  Dundas  interest  had  reigned 
])araniouiit  in  nuuiieipal  and  polilieal  aiiairs  in  the  capital  of 
Scotland,  and  wlicn  on  Slst  May,  182(3,  the  Lord  Pru\  uot  ot" 
the  day,  Trotter,  was  waited  upon  by  a  deputation  of  the 
Trades,  requesting  him  to  become  a  candithite  for  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  citv  in  Parh'ament,  it  was  deemed  a  heinous 
offence  against  the  Melville  interest  that  he  required  time  even 
to  deliberate  on  such  a  proposition.  He  held  a  meeting  with 
his  brother  magistrates  on  the  subject,  on  2d  June,  and 
stated  that  he  did  not  feel  himself  free  to  accept  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  city,  he  having  somewhat  committed  himself 
with  Mr.  William  Dundas,  the  then  member.  Had  the 
proposition  been  made  earlier,  the  Lord  Provost  would  have 
carried  the  membership.  On  12tli  June  the  town  council 
met  and  elected  the  right  Hon.  William  Dundas^  Lord 
Kegister,  as  member  for  the  city  for  the  seventh  time,  when 
he  delivered  an  ornate  speech.  In  the  evening  his  Lord^llip 
entertained  a  ])arry  of  about  one  hundred  gentlemen  to 
dinner  at  the  liritish  hotel  in  tlio  most  splendid  style.  This, 
in  those  easy  dayn  of  elections,  constituted  the  only  pecuniary 
expense  to  a  parliamentary  candidate  in  Edinburgli,  as  the 
voters  were  only  thirty-three,  and  there  were  no  hustings  to 
erect,  and  in  canvassing  for  votes  no  wide  field  to  per* 

*  Hugh  Paton  pnblishcd  a  Toiy  amusinp;  book,  a  leries  of  h'lH  Originftl 
Portraits  and  oaricatim  etcUngs,  with  iUtutntivo  anoodotea. — £din< 

burgh,  1837. 
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ambulate,  nor  the  trouble  to  encounter  of  dividing  the  dty 
into  district  conunittees. 

Mr.  Abercromby,  in  the  Honse  of  Commons^  on  ISth 
April,  1820,  again  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
amend  the  representation  of  the  City  in  parliament.  He 
admitted,  and  rejoiced  at  it,  that  tlie  city  had  prospered 
under  the  existing  system,  but  that  was  not  because  of  the 
system,  but  in  spite  of  it.  He  ]>resentcd  a  petition  iV  in  tlie 
inhabitant  householders  for  an  extension  of  the  franchise, 
signed  by  seven  thousand  two  liundrcd  and  forty-two  in- 
dividuals. After  a  debate  the  House  divided,  97  for  tlie 
motion,  122  against  it;  nnijority  25. 

A  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  was  lield  in  the  Assembly 
Booms,  George  Street,  17th  May,  1820,  for  the  pur])osc  of 
commencing  and  recommending  a  subscription  in  aid  of  the 
working  classes  in  the  manufacturing  districts  of  Scotland, 
who  had  been  suffering  severely,  and  though  thrown  out  of 
work,  had  conducted  themselves  very  peaceably  nnder  those 
trying  ciroumstances.   A  large  sum  was  subscribed. 

On  15th  August,  1826,  a  pnxiession  took  place  on  driN-ing 
the  first  pile  for  the  extension  of  Leitii  pier — which  act 
was  performed  by  the  T-»ord  Provost  of  Edinburgh.  His 
lordship  remarked,  tliat  it  was  now  fully  one  hundred  years 
since  a  stone  pier  was  cvL-cted  for  the  liarbour  of  Lcith.  In 
1777  the  ^Ve^tL■^l  or  Custom  House  quay  had  been  built, 
forming  a  harbour  in  which  one  hundred  ships  might  be 
conveniently  in  port.  This  was  found  too  small,  and  about 
twenty-five  years  since,  new  docks  upon  approved  principles 
were  constructed ;  and  now  these  were  found  inadequate  to 
the  trade,  so  that  this  new  or  extended  eastern  pier,  in  con- 
junction with  a  western  one,  had  become  necessary. 


ms,     ^*       Barclay,  distinguiahed  in  Edinbui  gb  as  an 
anatomical  and  medical  lecturer^  was  bom  in  Perth- 
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stare  1760.  From  theology  he  turned  to  the  study  of  medi- 
cine, and  got  his  degree  at  Edinbuigh  1796.  He  wrote  the 
ardde  Physiology  in  the  Encyc1op«dia  Britannica.  He  de- 
livered a  conne  of  aDatooucal  lectures,  and  was  the  author 
of  several  wosks  on  Anatomy,  also  a  volume  on  '  Life  and 
Oigamzation.'   He  died  2lBt  August,  1826. 

Conaderable  exatement  was  created  among  the  citizens 
this  year,  by  tlie  unoBoal  occrarence  of  a  contest  for  the 

mastership  of  the  Merchant  Company.  The  late  Lord 
l^rovost,  Alexander  Henderson ,  an  individual  much  re- 
specttxl  in  the  city,  was  started  as  a  candidate,  in  oj>poi>iiioii 
to  Rohert  Scott,  and  after  a  very  keen  contest,  was  elected, 
4th  »Sej)tember,  1820,  by  148  Totcs,  ni^ainst  136  for  liis 
opponent.  Such  a  numerous  meeting  of  the  Merchant 
Company  had  never  before  occuiTed. 

The  Lord  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Council,  gave  a 
splendid  entertainment  to  Lord  Viscount  ^Melville  on  Sth 
September,  1826,  in  the  Royal  HoteL  The  company 
amoonted  to  opwaids  of  one  hundred  personst 

Alexander  Gordon  Laing,  the  Afiican  traveller^ 

was  bom  in  Edinburgh  27th  December,  1793.  His 
father  had  a  classical  academy  in  the  New  town,  in  wliich, 
after  studyinn;  at  the  University,  yuung  Laing  became  a  part> 
ner.  In  1801  he  went  to  Bai-badocs,  and  nfter>vards  sensed 
as  a  military  officer  in  various  parts  of  tiie  West  Indies. 
In  1822  he  wati  despatched  from  Sierra  Leono  in  Africa,  on 
an  embassy  to  Kambea  and  the  Mandingo  country.  After 
various  travels  in  Africa,  he  was  promoted  to  a  majority  in 
1825,  and  left  London  for  Tripoli,  where  he  married  Miss 
Emma  Warrington,  the  British  Consul's  dau^ter,  and  set 
off  again  on  his  traveb  to  Tombnetoo^  and.  near  there  was 
cruelly  murdered  by  some  Arabs^  September,  1826^ 
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A  large  dinner  party  took  place  at  the  Waterloo  Hotel,  at 
the  annual  election  of  the  magUtrates  on  3d  October,  182G, 
— one  hundred  and  sixty  gentlemen  present, — the  Lord 
Provost,  Trotter,  in  the  chair,  supjjorted  by  the  £arl  of 
Aberdeen,  the  £«rl  of  Bosebery,  Lord  Nairne,  and  Lord 
Binning.  The  civic  feast,  at  one  time  annual,  bad  now 
become  biennial,  and  was  rapidly  falling  into  desuetude. 

In  the  same  year,  1826,  an  act  of  Parliament  was  passed, 
which  transferred  the  management  of  the  Harbour  and 
Docks  of  Leith,  to  a  body  composed  of  various  Edinburgh  and 
Leith  utHcials,  and  gentlemen  to  be  chosen  as  Leith  Dock 
Commissioucrs.  The  act  did  not  work  so  well  as  was 
anticij)ated,  and  in  the  course  of  the  year  niit'ortunately  the 
most  extreme  irritation  arose  between  the  Ktlinburgh  Town 
Council  and  the  Leith  N  Tavist  rates — the  latter  being  chosen 
by  the  former  body.  The  fact  of  Leith  being  a  depen- 
dency, or  in  a  state  <>t'  municipal  vassalage,  probably 
sufficiently  accounts  for  these  disputes  and  misunder- 
standings— the  most  of  them  of  too  petty  a  nature  to  be 
worthy  of  detail.  The  ultimate  entire  separation  of  the 
municipal  government  of  the  two  towns  was  the  obvious 
remedy,  and  that  was  not  long  of  being  accomplished  in  a 
way  quite  satisfactory  to  all  parties.  The  general  interests 
of  the  two  towns  are  obviously  in  unison. 


William  Knox,  a  Scottish  i>oot  of  considerable 

1826. 

taste,  was  born  at  Firth,  Koxburghshiro,  1789.  He 
became  a  farmer  at  Ural  near  Ijangholm,  in  the  same 
county.  One  of  his  finest  poems,  *  The  Lonely  Hearth,' 
was  published  in  1818.  From  1820  to  the  period  of  his 
death,  he  resided  chiefly  in  Edinburgh.  Sir  "NV.iltt  r  Scott, 
-as  wilt  be  seen  from  Lockharfs  Life^  took  a  kindly  interest 
in  bis  welfiure.  His  <  Songs  of  Israel '  were  published  in 
1824,  and  his  f  Harp  of  ZioD*  the  subsequent  year*  He 
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was  also  the  author  of  several  prose  tabs.  He  died  at  Ed- 
inburgh  in  1826* 

The  Highland  dob  of  Scodand  held  their  annual 

competition  for  athletic  exercises,  5th  January,  1827, 
in  Warren Jer  s  i* ark  at  the  head  of  Burntsficld  Links,  in  pre- 
sence of  a  committee  of  judges  and  a  great  asseinl)lage  of 
people.  The  Lord  Provost  and  Lord  Glenorchj  (non- 
Marquis  of  T ') read fil bane),  and  a  number  of  distinguished  in- 
dividuals connected  with  the  llighhmds,  were  present.  The 
band  of  the  7th  Hussars  and  two  Highland  pipers  attended. 
These  exercises  were  all  of  a  hardy  and  healthy  description. 

On  9th  January,  1827^  a  criminal  jury  trial  took  place 
before  the  Lord  Provost  and  magistrates^  assisted  fay  one  of 
their  legal  asseaors.  This  was  die  only  criminal  jniy  case 
that  had  thns  come  before  them  since  the  eonunencement  of 
thecentoiy. 

|lrot>oi»t  l^aitieriioii. 

The  previous  Lord  Provost — Alexander  Hender- 
son, Ksq.  of  Press — died  5tli  February,  1827.  Since 
the  time  of  Provost  Drunimond,  probably  no  chief  magistrate 
iu  Ldinburgb  bad  been  more  popular  than  this  individual, 
arising  from  his  conciliatory  disposition,  his  good  common 
sense,  and  thorough  independence.  His  history  is  useful 
as  an  example.  He  came  to  £dinbai^h|  a  boy  from 
Peebles-shire — engaged  fiist  as  an  apprentice  and  then 
master  with  a  seed  merchant,  and  by  his  honourable  condoct 
and  industry,  was  the  architect  of  liis  own  fortune,  and 
raised  himself  to  be  chief  Magistrate,  and  roaster  of  the 
Merchant  Company,  and  wannly  promoted  all  the  improTe- 
ments  of  the  city. 

A  public  dinner  took  place  in  the  Assembly  Rooms,  George 
Street,  21st  February,  1827,  attended  by  upwards  of  three 
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hundred  gentlemen^  in  aid  of  the  Thestrical  Fundf  a  diari- 
tabld  endowment  for  decayed  actors^ — Sir  Walter  Soott 

in  the  chair;  and  the  occasion  was  rendered  interesting  by  it 
being  the  first  avowal  of  his  authorsliip  of  the  ^^''averley 
Novels.  This  excited  great  interest.  He  remarked  that  tlie 
secret  had  been  well  kept,  and  that  it  was  certainly  extra- 
ordinary tliat  it  had  been,  for  so  many  years,  and  that, 
had  it  been  sent  to  a  jiu'y  of  his  countrymen,  but  for  liis  own 
confession  it  must  have  ended  in  a  verdict  of  not  proven. 
The  Waverley  Novels  did  not  contain  a  word  which  was  not 
written  by  himself^  a  few  quotations  excej)to(.l. 

A  considerable  sensation  was  excited  in  £dinbiurgh  on 
10th  April)  1827)  when  intelligence  arrived  that  Mr.  Can- 
ning was  appointed  priine  mbister  of  Great  Britain,  and 
that  Viscount  Melville  had  resigned  his  seat  in  the  Cabinet 
and  his  office,  as  first  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  From  the 
political  connexion  which  had  so  long  existed  between  the 
city  of  Edinburgh  and  the  Dandas  family,  this  latter  event 
was  ot  t.lvv])  interest  to  the  old  scliool  of  politicians  there, 
many  (  t  Ns  hom  had  adopted  the  idea  that  the  capital  of 
Scotland  required  to  be  represented  by  a  party  connected 
with  the  government;  and  the  retirement  of  Lord  Melville 
and  consequent  diminution  of  influence  on  the  part  of  the 
city  member  William  Dundas,  Lord  Register,  seemed  like 
the  breakuig  np  or  death-knell  of  all  their  old  associations. 
As  a  specimen  of  the  pasquinades  on  the  occasion— the  fol- 
lowing appeared  in  the  London  Times: 

What  Itend,  my  Lord,  in  Eldon's  8lui|^ 

Enticed  you  into  nuch  a  Bcnpe? 

Wiat  has  a  shrewd  old  Scot  like  yo« 

'VVxtii  such  au       bmwl  to  do? 

Hoir  would  your  ettudiig  ikthar  ttuv 

To  Me  moh  madneM  in  his  hdrl 

Fur  shame  !  renounce  such  gtrangie  grinUM)^ 

Think  on  the  real  dclighta  of  place, 

To  mlo  each  trnrli'  nv.c]  esch  profession, 

£Mb  Dean  of  Uuiid,  atiU  Lord  of  Beiaion, 
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To  fill  the  mtm*  and  clothe  the  backs 

Of  fifteen  hundred  fawtiing  ^facs; 

'1  o  pciiMloii  all  the  lads  and  ia«sc» 

Of  ll&yn  aud  Drummonds  and  Dundosscs, 

And  deal  commiMions  round  faj  docens 

Tiwm^  U^iFflliMlBed  x»wa  af  tmndadi  eomiiia. 

An  annual  event  that  was  wont  to  intereBt  the  dtisensi 
was  the  competition  of  Highland  Fipen«  It  was  origin- 
ally instituted  by  the  Highland  Society  of  London  abont 

half  a  ceinury  Colore  this  period ^  it  was  now  arrant^cd  that  it 
should  take  phico  only  once  in  two  or  tliiee  years.  It  tended 
to  preserve  tlie  ancient  national  and  warlike  music  of  Scot- 
land, though  the  etiect  was  generally  severe  on  the  ears  of 
the  enamoured  listeners. 

For  several  years  much  local  discussion  had  occurred  in 
the  metropolis  of  Scotland,  regarding  certain  proposed  im- 
provements, which  included  a  western  road  or  approach  to 
the  dtj  by  the  south  side  of  the  castle^  and  a  new  bridge 
southward  from  the  head  of  Bank  Street  towards  Bristo  and 
the  Charity  work-house^  An  act  to  this  effiact  was  passed 
in  June  1827. 


Archibald   Constable,  the  eminent  Edinburgh 
1827.  .  ^    .    .  . 

bookseller  and  j>uljli>hcr,  was  born  ;it  Kellie  in  File, 

24th  February  1770.  lie  served  his  aj)|)renticeship  with 
Peter  iiill,  one  of  Burns'  friends  and  coiTespoudents.  He 
commenced  business  in  the  High  Sti  uut  near  the  Cross  in 
17y5.  Here  he  formed  numerous  literary  connections,  and 
in  1802  became  publisher  of  tlie  Edinburgh  Beview.  Sir 
Walter  Scott's  poems  all  appeared  with  his  unprimatur,  and 
subsequently  the  Waverley  Novels^  and  the  Encyli^psedia 
Britannica.  He  was  not  a  man  of  much  book-learning  or 
literature^  but  of  large  and  enterprising  ideas.  He  ventured 
to  give  unprecedentedly  laige  sums  for  oopyrightB,  and  cairied 
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on  business  on  a  most  extensive  scale.  He  lived  expciisiv  ily, 
and  was  sometimes  despotical  in  bis  ideas.  Lockhart 
narrates  several  amusing  stories  regarding  bim  in  bis  Life  of 
Sir  Walter  Scott,  and  states  tbat  be  went  by  the  name  of 
the  ^*  Cm  of  Moscovj.**  He  had  the  perspicuity  in  1825, 
to  lay  hold  of  the  idea  of  cheap  literature — and  devised 
CcnstabUs  JMUcellany^  one  of  the  first  series  of  moderate 
priced  volumes.  But  commercial  misfortunes  overtook  bim 
ill  .January  182G,  and  he  died  in  Edinburgh  21st  July,  1827: 

Between  the  vcai*s  1790  and  1827  the  poi)ul:iti  ii  fjf  Ivlin- 
bur^h  liad  doubled.  Apart  from  Leith,  it  was  then  00,UUU, 
now  120,000. 

On  15th  August  the  foundation  stone  of  the  two 
bridges,  George  IV.'s  bridge  and  the  Western  approach, 
was  laid  by  the  Lord  Provost.  There  was  a  great 
procession  on  the  occasion,  and  in  the  evening  a  public 
dinner  at  the  Waterloo  Hotel  attended  by  upwards  of  two 
bandied  and  fifty  gentlemen,  the  chief  magistrate  presiding* 
Lord  Forbes,  the  representative  of  his  Majesty  at  the  General 
Assembly,  said  he  would  always  feel  interested  in  the  pros- 
perity of  Edinburgli,  and  he  trusted  tbat  nnder  the  blessing 
of  Providence,  without  which,  as  their  city  motto  expressed, 
*  the  builder  would  build  in  vain,'  tlie  improvements  which 
had  this  day  bc^un,  would  not  only  prove  highly  ornamental, 
but  greatly  cuiuiuoive  to  the  conitort  and  prosperity  of  the 
city.  Duncan  Matheson,  Ksq.  Advocate,  Sheriti' of  Leith, 
aUuded  to  the  incorporated  trade,  and  remarked  that  they 
boasted  of  great  antiquity,  havinjc^  actually  taken  a  pai*t  in 
the  Crusades.  They  had  in  their  possession  the  identical 
Blue  Blanket  which  was  their  flag  at  that  time,  and  they 
could  not  look  on  that  banner  while  a  shred  of  it  stuck  to- 
gether, without  viewing  it  as  a  pledge  of  what  they  would 
achieve  in  times  of  danger* 

In  Angnst,  1827,  the  only  relic  of  die  old  College 
was  pulled  down.  It  consisted  of  a  little  sqnm  tower 
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at  the  nortli-wcst  angle,  whicli  was  used  as  an  observa- 
tory by  tlie  distinguished  Maclaurin.  The  tlate  of  its  erec- 
tion was  1617|  as  indicated  by  the  inRcnption  beneath  the 
City  amis  on  a  carred  stone  slab  in  the  wall,  *^  Senatas 
popnliiBqae  £diDl>arjfi;eii8es  has  aades  Gbristo  et  mnsis  ex- 
troendas  curarant,  Anno  Dom.  mdcxtii.*' 

1827  Heniy  Moncreiff  Wellwood^  Barohety  D.D.) 

one  of  the  most  distingnidied  and  venerable 
leaders  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  was  bom  in  Perthshire, 

6th  February,  1750.  Seventeen  years  after,  he  was  enrolled 
as  a  divinity  student  at  the  Univei*8ity  of  Edinburgh.  He 
was  a  niLMidjer  of  tlie  Speculative  Society  there.  He  became 
minister  of  Blackford,  a  parish  of  \\liich  both  his  futlier  and 
grandfather  had  been  clergymen.  In  1775  he  was  appointed 
to  St.  Cuthbert's  church,  Edinburgh;  five  and  ten  years 
after  he  was  moderator  of  the  General  Assembly.  In  1818 
he  brought  out  an  excellent  life  of  his  friend  Dr.  Erskine,  a 
volnrae  lull  r)f  valuable  Scottish  historical  information.  He 
was  one  of  the  well  known  citizens  and  characters  of  Edin* 
buigh.  Along  with  a  certain  imperioas  air  and  manner, 
he  united  piety  and  humility.  As  an  illustration  of  his 
determined  mode  of  ezprearing  himself  even  in  conversa- 
tion, we  may  mention,  tliat  on  one  occasion,  when  speaking 
to  his  friend.  Dr.  Andrew  Thomson,  against  the  system 
of  Qali  and  Spofzheim,  Thomson  was  about  to  remonstrate 
with  him,  and  said,  "But  you  must  know,  Sir  Harry.'* 
*' No,  Sir,"  interrupted  the  baronet,  '  1  neither  knowj  nor 
do  I  wish  to  knotOf  any  more  upon  the  subject."  This 
manner  was  even  once  displayed  at  the  procession  of 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Genornl  A^seuiblv  at  a  time  when  • 
there  was  a  dispute  of  jirccedence  of  rank  between  D.D.'s 
and  Esquires.  A  little  squire,  whom  the  massive-looking  Sir 
Heniy  was  preceding,  enqoited  by  what  right  he  assumed 
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that  place.  "  By  the  riglit  of  thumb,"  said  the  baronet,  half 
jocularly,  raising  his  stunly  arm.  lie  died  at  Burntsfield 
Links,  Edinburgh,  yth  August,  1827.  The  Eev.  Sir  Henry 
Moncreiff  Wellwood,  and  James  Moncreiff,  at  present  Lord 
Advocate  and  M.  P.  for  Leitb>  are  his  grandsons. 

^^^^  KoUrt  Pollok,  A.M.,  author  of  ^The  Conrae  of 
Time^'  was  bom  in  1799.  He  was  licensed  as  a 
preacher  by  the  United  Associate  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh 
in  1827,  and  the  same  year  his  celebrated  pocMii,  <The 
Course  of  Time,'  was  })ublished  in  Edinburgh.  It  became 
very  })opular,  passed  rupldly  tlirou<;h  many  editions,  and  is  a 
work  of  genius.    He  died  of  a  decline  in  England  in  1627. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Highland  Club 
held  in  the  British  Hotel,  Edinburgh,  4t}i  January, 
1828,  Lord  Glenorcliy,  (now  Marquis  of  Breadalbane)  re- 
marked that  he  thought  the  people  had  fallen  too  much  into 
disuse  of  tlie  out-door  national  games  of  Scotland,  which 
were  healthful  in  themselves,  and  tending  greatly  to  the 
development  of  the  moral  disposition  of  the  inhabitants*  It 
should  be  a  primary  object  with  the  Society  to  prevent  en<- 
croachments  on  public  pieces  of  ground,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  towns,  which  Magistrates  were  so  much  inclined  to, 
in  their  inordinate  desire  to  accumnlate  wealth. 

To  indicate  the  pecuniary  su])port  given  to  tlie  charitable 
institutions  in  Ediuburgli  at  this  penod,  in  l  ebiaary,  1828, 
when  there  was  a  collection  made  at  the  dift'erent  churches 
and  cliapels  of  the  city,  in  aid  of  the  Koyal  Infirmaiy  and 
Fever  Hospital, — the  amount  was  upwards  of  £1,000. 
«  A  numerous  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  was  held  iu  the 
Assembly  Booms,  George  Street,  17th  March,  1828,  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  petitioning  Parliament  in  favour  of 
the  Bepenl  of  the  Test  and  Cocporatioii  Acts^—Sir  John 
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Didn  mple  (aftenvards  Earl  of  Stair)  in  the  cliair.  Tlw! 
principal  sjieakors  were  Sir  James  W.  Moncreiff,  Dean  of 
Fiicnlty;  Dr.  Thomas  M*Cric,  the  biocrraplu  r  of  Kinx:  and 
Francis  J cffrcy.  The  meeting  was  unanimous  in  iavour  of 
the  petitions  Ibr  this  great  step  in  the  caiue  of  civil  and  reli- 
gloue  liberty. 

Dogald  Stewart  was  bom  tn  the  Uniyerritjof 
Edinbni^h,  22d  November,  1753.  He  was  eda* 
cated  at  the  Hi;^  School.  He  taught  his  father^s  inaiho* 
madcal  classes  in  the  Univerrity  when  he  was  only  nineteen 

years  of  age,  and  when  he  attained  majority,  was  appointed 
his  assistant  and  successor.  In  1778,  he  tauglit  the  jSIoral 
Philosophy  clnss,  daring  Dr.  Adam  Feriruson's  absence  in 
America,  and  in  17i$5  l»e  was  transferred  to  tlint  chair. 
His  first  volume  of  tlie  *  Philosophy  of  the  Human  jNiind,' 
appeared  in  1792,  his  'Life  of  Principal  liobertson'  in 
179G;  at  this  period  be  received  a  few  pupils  and  boarders 
into  his  house;  among  these  were  the  present  Lord  Pal- 
merston  and  th ;  late  Lord  Dudley.  His  Preliminary  Dis- 
sertation to  the  Encyclopiedia  Britannic%  on  the  Progress 
of  Metaphysical  and  Ethical  Philosophy,  is  one  of  the  most 
valnable  of  his  productions.  As  a  writer,  fluen<7  and  el^ 
gance  characterise  his  style*  Dr.  Thomas  Brown  having 
been  appointed  his  snocessor,  he  retired  fiom  his  profes- 
sorial duties  in  1810,  and  resided  for  many  years  at  Kinneil 
Honse  in  Linlithgowshire.  He  died  in  Edinburgh  11th 
June,  1628. 

Tlie  old  spire  of  the  Tron  church  having  been  destroyed 
by  tire  iji  1824,  as  already  narmtcd,  a  handsome  new  stone 
spire  was  built  to  the  church,  and  completed  in  October, 
1828. 

A  trial  of  an  extraordinary  and  nnprecedented  nature 
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occurr^  before  the  Higli  Court  of  Justiciary^  24th  Decern* 
ber,  1828>  that  of  William  Barker  an  Irishman,  for  commit- 
ting a  series  of  the  most  cold  and  deliberate  murders  at  his 
house,  in  the  West  Port,  where  he  got  parties  entrapped, 
and  actually  murdered  them,  to  sell  their  bodies  for  ana- 
tomical purposes.  The  production  of  tlie  evidence  in  this 
horrid  case  was  appalling  to  the  court  and  audience,  and 
altogether,  it  made  a  very  deep  and  painful  impression  in 
Edinburgh.  Tin's  mair.->  name  led  to  the  einbodying  of  a 
new  word  in  tlie  language,  Burking,  The  criminal  was 
executed  the  following  mouth. 

nr.  Sliilrteb  IDrntean. 

Dr.  Andrew  Duncan  was  born  in  1774.  He 
studied  at  St.  Andrews  and  Edinburgh  Universtity. 
In  1775  he  commenced  lectures  on  the  Tbeoiy  of  Medicine 
in  Edinburgh.  In  1766,  tlirough  his  exertions,  the  public 
dispensary  in  Bichmond  Street  was  founded.  In  1790  he 
was  elected  President  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  and  ap- 
pmnted  Professor  of  the  Institutions  of  Medicine.  During 
the  last  decade  of  the  centuf}',  he  proposed  a  plan  for  a 
Lunatic  As\lu:a,  aiul  tlie  biiiMing  was  erected  at  Morning- 
side,  near  Kdinhuriili.  in  l.'i()7.  He  uas  also  the  projector 
of  the  llortiL'ultural  Society  and  Exj)eniueiital  Gardens. 
The  genial  old  uuiii  made  an  excur.sion  to  the  top  of  Ar- 
thur's Seat  annually  on  the  morning  of  every  first  of  May 
—and  in  that  neighbourhood,  at  St.  Leonards,  many  will 
recollect  a  garden  he  had  witli  the  words,  "  Ilinc  Sanitas" 
inscribed  on  a  zinc  plate  at  the  gate.   He  died  in  1828. 

A  public  meetiniF  was  held  in  the  Waterloo 

1829. 

Rooms,  the  Lord  Provost  in  the  chair,  6th  Januaiy, 
1829,  to  establish  Infant  Schools  in  EZdinburgh, — ^the  object 
heing  to  teach  the  young  in  their  earliest  years  before  they 
got  contaminated.   The  Chief  Magistrate  stated  to  the 
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meeting  a  circumstance  which  had  ileoply  impressed  him 
with  a  conviction  ot"  tlie  necessity  of  erect  in  ii  these  schools. 
He  Iiad  lately  met  two  criminal  ofticors  in  the  city,  each 
having  charge  of  a  wretched-looking  child,  lie  ibuiid  they 
had  been  .sent  from  the  Police  Office  to  be  examioed  beforo 
the  Magistrates  on  a  charge  of  shop-breaking.  He  con- 
sidei'ed  that  something  must  spccdiljr  be  done  to  prevent  the 
rapid  spread  of  wickedness  and  crime  among  children,  espe* 
cially  m  larg^  cities. 

The  venerable  piece  of  ordnance^  known  bj  the  name  of 
Moos  Meg,  had  been  tranfened  from  the  Castle  of  Edin- 
burgh to  the  Tower  of  London,  24th  April,  1754,  where  she 
long  lay  neglected,  till  restored  to  her  ancient  domicile,  9th 
March,  1829,  being  escorted  from  Leith  by  a  party  of  dra- 
goun.>>  and  artillery. 

A  large  and  influential  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  took 
place  in  the  AsseniMy  Kooms,  George  Street,  1-lth  March, 
for  the  piirpoiic  of  snpportinj;  the  Bill  then  before 
Parliament,  for  <2:ranting  Catliolic  Emancipation,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Arbuthnot  iu  the  chair.  The  principal  speakers  were 
Dr.  Chalmers,  Moncreifi*,  Jeffrey,  and  Cockbnm.  Dr. 
Chalmers  conclude^l  his*  s])lendid  speech  on  this  occasion,  hy 
saying:  Yield  the  Catholic  claims  and  give  me  the  circa* 
lation  of  the  Bible,  and  with  this  mighty  engine  I  will  over^ 
throw  the  tyranny  of  Antichristy  and  establish  the  fiur  and 
original  form  of  Christianity  on  its  ruins.** — The  BUI  ob- 
tained the  Boyal  assent,  13th  April,  1829. 

The  ancient  barony  of  Broughton  was  situated  on  the 
north-eastern  part  of  Edinburgh.  In  June  1829,  a  building 
was  taken  down,  which  formed  the  Court  Koom  and  Tol- 
bootli  of  this  baronv.  In  the  remains  of  the  biiiluiU''-  Avere 
found  some  of  tho^e  ancient  implements,  called  the  blocks. 

The  New  Hi«^h  School  on  the  Cahon  Hill  wjis  opened 
witli  a  jtuMic  pr(>cession,  23d  Jnne,  The  l)iiiklini^  is 

splendid,  and  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  about  £30,000.  Prin- 
cipal Baird  gave  an  appropriate  prayer,  and  the  Lord  Provost, 
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i-irown,  made  a  few  observ^ation?  ^^  itli  a  succinct  history  of 
the  School. — The  Magistrates  originaily,  about  the  middle  of 
the  sixteenth  centurj',  paid  the  rent  of  a  house  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  school  in  Blackfriars  Wvnd.  In  1578 
they  built  a  school-house  for  it  in  the  church-yard  of  the 
Blackfriars  Convent,  and  it  was  twice  rebuilt  near  the  same 
site, — In  165S  and  1780.  It  was  remarked  on  this  occaaon, 
that  the  building  of  the  Old  Hif^  School  was  creditable  at 
its  time,  when  Edinburgh  was  no  more  than  Auld  Beekie  ** 
— the  situation  was  then  central, — ^the  other  public  buildings 
were  mean  and  meagre — ^the  adjoining  University  was  a 
hovel; — but  now  when  our  own  romantic  town  '*  flings  her 
white  arms  to  the  sen,  now  when  she  lias  become  a  city  of 
palaces,  it  was  meet  that  the  seats  ot  ieaniing  should  be  fore- 
most in  the  numl>er,  and  the  arcliitccttu*al  genius  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Hamilton  thus  secured  for  it  a  dwelling  worthy  of 
the  spot.  r 

It  had  long  been  proposed  to  improve  and  somewhat  I 
modernise  the  Cathedral  of  St.  Giles,  wliich  now  comprised 
under  its  n>of  four  Presbyterian  parish  churches.  These 
repairs  and  alterations  commenced  in  1829,  and  the  renova- 
tion was  gradnally  accomplished  with  considerable  taste^  and  | 
at  this  time  the  Magistrates  were  led  to  adopt  a  very  beau- 
tiful plan  of  a  new  church,  with  a  spire  or  tower  like  that  of 
Antwerp  Cathedral,  and  proposed  to  be  biult  higher  up  in 
the  Ifawnmarket  where  the  Victoria  Hall  now  stands.  A 
pubhe  procession  took  place,  and  the  foundation-stone  was 
lai.l  by  the  Lord  l^rovost,  Brown,  29th  September,  1829, 
and  the  iiatiie  given  to  it  "  John  Knox's  CJiurch."  The 
proposed  structure,  however,  was  never  actually  renreil. 

It  li:ij  ]  (  n>  d  in  1829,  that  anotlier  keen  contest  for  the 
civic  cliair  arose  b^^tween  the  two  same  indinduals  who  had 
been  rival  candidates  for  it  four  years  before — ^^'illiam 
Trotter  of  Ballendean  and  William  Allan  of  Glen.  This 
time  the  tide  of  success  was  reversed,  and  Allan  was  elected 
Ijord  Provost.   At  the  election  dinner  5th  October,  1829,  I 


Digitized  by  Google 


1880. 


A  Mrtdus  seen*  oteurred  in  llie  «f«iiiiig>  by  a  celebrated  hu- 
motmu  biarfiflieri  sfterwards  a  judge^  i^ettiog  up  and  stat^ 
ing  iHth  tto«k  grstfty  thai  be  was  tli«  nmrderer  of  Begbie. 
The  Ghkf  M«g|uatnle  «t  fin*  w«8«ii«»t  Bonpiittsed  by  such 
«  fllartKif|if  animtmeement,  but  it  waaf  ipwdilj  seen  to  be  a 
joke^  pfobabiy  the  lesnlt  df  some  wi^. 

The  Ibmidatien-eioae  of  the  Infinit  Sdiool  wae  laid  in  tlie 
Yemiel,  IjHfh  Oetdber,  1829^  by  tiie  LoM  Bravoety  Allan. 
The  site  and  building  of  tills  nsefol  institntion  oost  about 
£1,000. 

David  ErskincN  Earl  of  Buchan,  the  elder  l.rothcr 

1889 

of  two  distinguished  men,  the  Hon.  Henn-  Er.skine, 
and  Thomas  Lord  Erakine,  was  himself  a  noted  Edinburgh 
character,  net  ibr  talent  or  wit,  1)ut  for  a  sort  of  restless 
literary  pedantry.  He  was  bom  in  1742.  He  liad  the  merit 
of  IbnncKng  the  fidinbiirgh  Society  of  Antiquaries,  the  first 
meeting  oif  which  took  place  in  his  honse^  St.  Andrews 
Square,  14th  Kovember,  1780.  He  was  a  contributor  to 
several  of  the  magannes  and  periodicals.  Afber  a  long  resi" 
dence  in  the  capital  of  Scotland,  he  retired  to  his  seat  of 
Diyburgh  Abbey.  He  died  in  1829. 

A  meetinff  of  householders  was  held  in  the 

18S0 

Waterloo  Rooms,  20th  January,  1830,  —  James 
Gibson  Craig  of  liiccarton  in  the  chair.  Tins  meeting 
desen'es  to  be  mentioned  as  slu  wirtg  the  ])ropiiety  of  resist- 
ing anv  ]>iihlic  cncronf  luru  Tir,  tliuugh  insignificant  in  itself, 
and  for  tl»e  broad  and  sturdy  linniour,  and  the  common  sonse 
with  wliich  Henry  Cockbum  treated  the  aflair.  It  was  to 
resist  the  collection  of  the  amount  of  City  Cess,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  overdiarged,  and  an  undue  amount  collected 
in  the  name  of  expenses.  Heniy  Cockbum,  afterwards 
Lord  Cockbum,  in  stating  the  matter  said,   Will  any  otic 
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tell  me,  when  a  man  comes  to  my  door  and  demands  twenty 
shilling  of  a  tax,  why  he  should  aJso  (ieiiiand  ten  bliillings 
more  for  the  trouble  of  having  that  twenty  shillinc^s  put  into 
his  hands.  That  was  the  whole  question.  It  might  be  said 
there  was  not  here  a  laige  sum — the  tax  wn-^  only  £2,(500, 
and  the  expense  of  collection  £600  more.  But  it  was  bo- 
cause  the  sum  was  so  small  he  took  so  great  an  interest  in 
it; — jost  because  it  was  a  matter  of  pure  principle,  opposed 
to  pure  extortion.  In  cvexy  case  he  held  the  smaller  t)ie 
sum  the  more  dignified  the  resistance.  Tliis  was  not  a  com- 
bat about  money — ^but  of  principle  against  a  demand,  which 
if  not  resisted,  might  lead  to  remoter  and  more  serious  con- 
sequences. He  did  not  care  about  the  sixpence;  but  it  was 
a  singular  &ct  in  the  history  of  taxation,  tliat  dxpenoea  had 
an  extraordinary  propensity  to  turn  into  half  crowns t*'  This 
meeting  led  to  the  matter  being  enquired  into  by  the  Town 
Council,  who  found  that  the  expenses  of  collection  had  been 
far  too  Inrrje,  and  they  were  now  niof!ific<l,  so  that  the  result  | 
of  i lie  su]K'r\  ision  of  the  inhabitants  [uoved  salutary. 

Much  ilistress  existed  among  the  working  classes  of  Edin- 
burgh in  tlie  early  part  of  IH'M.    A  public  subscription  was  1 
made  for  their  relief,  and,. they  were  employed  in  breaking 
road  metal  and  improvbg  the  highways  in  the  vicinity  of  ^ 
the  citv. 

The  foandation-stone  of  the  Museum  and  buildings  for  the 
College  of  Surgeons  was  laid  27th  March,  1830*  The  design 
was  by  Playfair,  a  very  beautiful  Grecian  temple,  one  of  the 
finest  in  Edinburgh,  witli  six  fluted  Ionic  cidnmns  at  the 
principal  entrance,-^he  cost  £10,000. 

A  legacy  of  £2,500  to  George  Heriot*s  Hospital,  firom  a 
boy  of  the  name  of  Geor^  Gray,  who  had  been  admitted 
into  the  hospital  in  1780,  and  been  afterwards  successful  in 
his  career  iu  A  merit  a,  wa.^  received  in  March,  1830,  and 
deserves  to  be  mentioned  iu>  evincing  liis  L^i  iititude  to  that 
institution,  wliere  he  rercived  the  education  that  (|uaUned 
liim  for  his  success  in  alter  life. 
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To  show  the  amusements  of  the  gay  world  in  Ediiibiirgli 
at  this  period,  it  may  be  menttooed  that  a  fan<^  boll  took 
place  in  the  Assembly  Booms,  George  Street,  Ist  April, 
1930, — when  there  was,  to  borrow  a  newspaper  ezprearion, 
a  great  display  of  beauty  and  fiuhion,  dressed  in  a  variety 
of  fimcy  and  historical  characters. 

George  IV.  died  26th  Jnne,  1800,  and  on  the  dOth  of  the 
same  month  his  brother  the  Duke  of  Clarence  was  pro- 
claimed Kintr,  as  William  IV.,  at  the  Royal  Exchange  of 
Edinbiir^Mi,  at  the  gate  of  the  Castle,  aiid  then  at  the  palace 
of  Ilolyruod.  The  streets  were  lined  with  military,  and 
there  was  a  p^rand  public  procession  on  the  occasion. 

The  demise  of  the  Crown  led  as  usual  to  a  new  Parlia- 
ment, and  a  general  election.  When  the  Town  Council 
met  on  5th  August,  1830,  to  elect  a  member  for  the  city,  the 
Lord  Provost,  Allan,  proposed  William  I>undas,  the  Lord 
liegister,  for  re-election.  A  member  tlien  rose  and  asked  if  the 
Lord  Provost  would  consent  to  become  representative  for 
the  city.  He  replied, — ^  I  decline  that  honour,  because  I  feel 
I  am  unable  to  perfimn  the  necessary  dnties  as  they  ooght 
to  be  performed.  I  am  unconnected  with  any  influential 
&mily,  and  I  hold  that  however  great  talents  a  member  may 
possess,  they  would  be  useless  unless  backed  by  influence 
elsewhere,  and  the  sendees  therefore  of  such  a  representative 
as  I  would  make,  would  be  of  little  valne  to  the  city.  1  do 
not  mean  to  enter  into  any  comp;u;ui\ i-  \ii  \v  of  the  merits 
of  our  own  representative  witii  those  of  any  other — for  we 
have  no  other  candidate  before  us."  This  is  a  veiy  apt 
specimen  of  the  feeling  that  prevailed  in  those  days  prior  to 
parliamentary  reibrm,  that  a  member  possessed  of  political 
family  influence  was  desideratcfl  for  Edinburgh.  On  this 
occasion  another  member  of  the  Council  remarked  that  the 
ground  on  which  he  objected  to  Mr,  Dondas  was  the  very 
reason  avowed  for  supporting  him ;  that  it  was  not  on  account 
of  his  own  character,  but  because  he  was  a  relative  of  Lord 
Melville  that  he  was  brought  forward;  and  that  he  was 
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decideclly  opposed  to  the  citjr  beiug  the  dote  borgh  of 
«oj  Dobte  &mily. 

Few  weeks  elapsed  from  the  detth  of  George  IV.  and  the 
acoenicm  of  William  lY.,  till  France  also  changed  her  sovc^ 
reign*  Charles  JL,  ionnerly  Count  d^AiiAu^  punned  such 
tyrannical  measures  by  his  onBnanees  against  th»  liberty  of 
the  press,  that  his  subjects  dethroned  him,  and  placed  his 
cousin.  Louts  Philip}>e^  Duke  of  Orleans,  on  the  thsone. 
This  event  caused  a  great  sensation  in  Edinburgh,  and  on 
20th  August,  1830,  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  was  held 
in  tiie  Waterloo  Rooms  to  express  their  adrniration  of  the 
iMKMiry  and  promptitude  with  which  the  French  people  had 
lately  resisted  the  violation  of  tlicir  |)nblic  ri»;1»ts,  and  the 
moderation  with  which  they  hnd  iist^l  the  sudden  iind  unex- 
ampled triumph  by  which  their  patnolism  had  been  rewarded. 
The  Lord  Provr»st,  Allan,  occupied  the  chair.  The  principal 
speakers  were  Francis  Jeffrey)  and  Henry  Cockbum.  The 
meetmg  was  lar^i^e,  and  of  tlie  most  hearty  and  enthusiastic 
character.  The  feeling  existing  was,  that  these  recent  events 
in  France  would  lead  to  moderate  and  rational  reform  in 
Britain,  and  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  Lord 
Provost  for  presiding  on  this  occasion,  so  cordially  co-oper- 
ating with  his  fellow  citizens;  and  when  his  conduct  there 
was  afterwaixls  alluded  to  at  the  Town  Council,  his  lord- 
ship said,  he  was  decidedly  and  determinedly  opposed  to 
revoltttioTiary  principles,  but  the  object  of  the  meeting  had 
been  to  t.'\prc^s  tlK-ir  ajiproval  not  only  of  the  e\tnts,  but 
also  of  the  moderation  the  penple  of  Paris  had  di>played 
in  their  late  strug«^les.  The  united  Corporations  of  Marv's 
Chapel  elected  the  Lord  Provdst  an  honoran'  meinbor  for 
his  promptitude  in  calling  this  meeting  of  his  lellow-citixens^ 
when  the  requisition  was  presented  to  him. 

On  the  day  of  his  re-election,  5th  October,  the  Lord 
Provf)st  remarked  that  the  giMt  events  then  taking  place  on 
the  Continent  of  Europe,  would  no  doubt  teach  the  British 
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cabiiiet,  Hw  nmmly  of  gomning  the  oonatiy  in  •ccordancB 
with  Ibe  spirit  tnd  enHghteDment  of  tbo  agb^ 

A  large  and  inflnentttl  Ai^dSkev&ey  meeting  was  hM  in 

tlie  Assembly  liooms,  George  Street,  8th  October,  1830.  The 
Lord  I'rovost,  Allan,  ill  the  chair. —  Fiaiitis  Jclirey,  then 
Dean  uf  the  Faculty  of  Advot  utes,  delivered  a  speecli  in 
wliicii  he  gave  a  short  hi^toiy  of  the  efforts  made  for  the 
abolition  of  slaver%'. — The  first  attempt  came  I'roin  tlie 
American  culonies  in  169U;  tiie"n  about  sixty  or  seventy 
yean  afterwards  Adam  Smith  and  Dr.  liobertson  were 
labouring  in  the  same  cause;  and  in  1702  in  England,  and 
1779  in  Scotland,  it  was  decided  in  the  Supremo  Courts 
that  man  could  have  no  property  in  his  fellow-men*  This 
was  bronght  about  through  the  philanthropic  exertions  of 
Granville  Sharpi  on  the  basis  of  common  law,  which  does 
not  recognise  a  right  of  property  in  hnman  beings*^He 
th^n  detailed  the  biter  exertions  in  this  great  cause  bj  Clark- 
son,  Wilberforce,  Pitt,  Bundas,  Burke  and  Fox,  till  the 
6nal  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  in  1806,  and  concluded  by 
moving  resolutions,  the  principal  feature  uf  which  "was  to 
declare  that  all  children  bom  of  slave  parents  after  Jajuiar\', 
1831,  should  be  declared  free.    Dr.  Andrew  Thomson,  min- 
i-^tor  of  St.  George's  church,  then  rose  and  said,  he  could 
not  agree  to  tlie  proposed  period  of  emancijiation — they  say 
slavery  should  be  aboHshedi  when  was  that  doubted  by  any 
Christian  assembly  t  He  would  go  a  step  further,  and  insert 
tlie  word — immediate.   He  was  astonished  that  anyone 
could  acquiesce  in  the  premises  laid  down  or  the  soundness 
of  the  lUfpunents  advanoedi  without  seeing  tbe  necasiily  of 
an  immMiU  o&oli^  of  the  slayery  of  800,000  human  be- 
ingi. — ^Dr«  Thomson  exclaimed  with  grea^  emphasis,  in  cpn^ 
cinding  his  argument,  «  F$at  jnstitiay  mat  caslum*"  Upon 
tliis  the  Ijord  Provost  left  the  chtir,  dedariog  that  he  ooold 
not  sit  and  hear  sndi  language. 

A  subsequent  meeting  was  held  in  the  same  place,  19th 
October,  1830}  and  was  one  of  tlie  largest  and  most  renpect- 
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able  aaaembUiges  that  ever  took  place  in  £dinbiir|^«  The 
oocairences  at  the  preceding  one  led  to  a  great  deal  of  ex* 
dtement  regarding  the  pi-esent,  at  which  Dr.  Andrew 
ThooiBon,  a  man  of  the  meet  itordj  and  mdependent  prin- 
ciples, made  a  display  of  that  tnie  eloquence  which  spealu 
from  the  heart  to  the  heart,  which  has  not  often  been  snr- 
passed,  aiiJ  which  is  still  vividly  remembered  iii  the  metro- 
polis of  Scotland.    Id  speaking  of  miti^atin^  slavery  he 
said — "  l  uu  may  white-wiLsh  the  sepulchre-  y  )u  may  put 
upon  it  every  atlurnment  tliat  fancy  can  snrrt^est — you  may 
cover  it  over  with  all  the  flowers  and  ever-greens  that  tlie 
^rarden  or  the  fields  can  fiu'nish,  so  that  it  will  appear  beau- 
tiful outwardly  unto  men.   But  it  is  a  sepulchre  still — full 
of  dead  men's  bones  and  of  all  uncleanness.  Disguise 
slavery  as  yon  will — put  into  the  cup  all  the  pleasing  and 
palatable  ingredients  which  you  can  discover  in  the  wide 
range  of  nature  and  of  art — sdll  it  is  a  bitter,  bitter  draught, 
from  which  the  understanding  and  the  heart  of  every  man 
in  whom  nature  works  unwphkticated  and  unbiassed,  recoils 
with  unutterable  aversion  and  abhorrenoe. — ^Wliy,  Sir,  sla- 
very is  the  verjr  upas  tree  of  the  moral  world, — beneath 
whose  pestiferous  shade  all  intellect  languishes  and  all  virtue 
dies.    And  if  you  would  get  quit  of  the  evil,  you  must  go 
more  tlioioughly  and  effectively  to  work,  than  you  can  ever 
do  by  any  or  by  all  of  these  palliatives,  which  are  included 
under  tiie  term  miti<:ntion. — Tlie  foul  sepulchre  must  be 
taken  away — ^the  cup  of  oppression  must  be  dashed  to  pieces 
on  the  ground.    The  pestiferous  tree  must  be  cut  down  and 
bradicated;  it  must  be  root  and  branch  of  it  cast  into  the 
consuming  fire,  and  its  ashes  scattered  to  the  four  winds  of 
heaven.  It  is  thus  that  you  must  deal  widi  slaveiy.  You 
must  annihilate  it — annihilate  it  now,  and  annihilate  it  for 
ever.** — ^After  showing  the  security  we  had  for  a  peaceable 
and  bloodless  emancipation,  he  said,  ^  but  if  there  must  be 
videnoe^  let  it  come,  for  it  wiU  soon  pass  away — ^let  it  ccnne 
and  rage  its  little  hour,  since  it  Is  to  be  succeeded  by  ksting 
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freedom,  and  prosperity  and  happiness. — Give  me  the  liur- 
licane  mtlier  than  the  pestilence. — Give  me  the  liurricane 
with  its  thunder,  and  its  li<^htiiing,  and  its  tempest — give 
roe  the  hurricane  with  itfi  partial  and  tcmporaiy  devastatiooBy 
awful  though  they  be — give  me  th«Lhurricane  with  its  puci^ 
fying,  healthful,  salutary  effects — me  that  hurricane, 
infinitely  nther  than  the  noiseless  pestilenooy  whose  path  ia 
neirer  croased^  whose  silenoe  is  never  distnxbed,  vhoae  pro- 
gress is  never  arrested  by  one  aweepuog  blast  from  the 
heavens — ^wliich  walks  peacefully  and  snllenly  through  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  breaihing  poison  into  eveiy 
hearty  and  caiT^  ing  havoc  into  every  home, — enervating  all 
that  n  strong,  deftcing  all  that  b  beantifal,  and  castbg  its 
blight  over  the  fairest  and  happiest  scenes  of  human  life, 
and  which  from  day  to  day,  and  from  year  to  year,  with  in- 
tolerant and  interminable  malignity,  sends  its  thonsands  of 
hapless  victims  into  the  ever~\ awning  and  never-satisfied 
grave!"  Dr.  Thoiuson's  speech  occupied  nearly  three  hours. 
The  meeting  was  unanimous  in  favour  of  immediate  eman- 
cipation, and  adopted  petitions  to  both  houses  of  Parliament 
to  that  effect. 

James  Donaldson,  an  old  printer  in  Edinburgh,  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  Advertiser  newspaper,  died  19th  October, 
1880,  leaving  a  fortune  of  about  £2(K),000^  to  endow  an 
hospital  for  orphan  and  destitute  children.  Edinbnigh  has 
now  too  many  of  these  institutions,  as  the  multiplicity  of 
them  is  apt  to  render  parents  negligent  in  providing  for 
their  children. 

The  resemblance  between  the  history  of  the  Roy^l  House 

of  Stuart,  and  that  of  the  French  Bourbons,  is  very  remark- 
able. Charles  1.  and  Louis  XVI.  were  each,  by  their  own 
people,  brought  from  the  tin  one  to  the  scatloid.  In  Charles 
II.  and  Louis  XVIU.,  each  .>>aw  their  dynasty  restored,  and 
untaught  by  tlie  galiUarv  le<;sc>n8  of  adversity  both  dynasties 
were  speedily  hurled  irom  their  respective  thrones, — James 
XL  takmg  refiige  at  the  paboe  of  St.  Germauis,  in  France, 
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and  GhariflB  X.  a  aeoond  time  ieelcmg  thgAtat  tl  the  palace 
of  Holyrood,  in  Scotland.   When  tlib  tame  exile  returned 

to  Edinburgh,  20th  October,  1830,  upwards  of  thirty  years 
Lad  elapsed  since  he  had  tirst  sojourned  there  as  C'ouiit 
d'Artois.  He  was  now  accompanied  by  his  grandson, 
Henry,  Duke  de  Bordeaux.  They  laiided  from  the  Admir- 
alty's steam  yacht,  the  Lightning,  at  Newhaven  pier,  and  it 
relieves  the  formality  of  historv^  to  relate  the  homely  anec- 
dote that  occurred  w  hen  on  their  way  to  the  carriage*  An 
old  fishwife,  named  Kirsty  Ramsay,  came  forward,  and 
somewhat  brusquely  aeized  the  hand  of  the  ex-idng^  ex- 
claiming, God  bless  your  honour,  they  tell  me  you*re  a 
pair  man,  bat  you're  welcome  to  Newhaven."  She  then 
kindly  put  two  shillings  and  six  pence  into  his  hand,  hut 
Charles  not  anticipating  such  a  gift*  one  of  the  shiUings 
dropped  on  the  quay  and  rolled  into  the  sea.  The  juvenile 
Duke  de  Bordeaux  lauded  heartily  at  tlie  Inddent,  and 
requested  the  benevolent  fishwife  to  call  at  Uie  palace  cf 
Holyrood  as  soon  as  convenient  with  four  hundred  oysters. 

Tiic  iJuke  uiid  Duchess  d'Angouleinc,  tlie  son  and  niece 
of  the  ex-King,  joined  luni  at  Holyrood  a  few  days  after. 
The  Duche^  was  the  daughter  of  Xiouis  XVI. 


18S0  ^^^^^  Gray,  ono  nf  th^  masters  of  the  High 
school  of  Edinbuigbj  and  a  famous  Grecian  scholar, 
was  in  his  earlier  earsev  Master  or  Bector  of  the  Higli  school 
at  Dumfries,  .^t  a  later  period  of  his  life  he  was  appointed 
Bector  of  the  BeUast  Academy.  Thomas  Campbell,  the 
author  of  the  Fleasoiea  of  Hope,  was  one  of  his  Intiniaia 
firiends,  and  Wibon  and  Hogg  were  in  the  same  circle.  The 
Ettrick  Shepherd  intoodaoes  him  ae  the  fifteenth  Baid  in 
tiie  Queen's  Wake,  in  which  character  his  song  is  *  King 
Kduurd  i>  iirt^aui.'    Hogg's  description  of  hii^i  is: 
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TiiiO  mx^  wga  ^re4  oi)  aoutheru  ahoix, 

BnmiOi  tfi^  ndirts  iifJjtmmrmop>f 
And  loi^,  fay  mthutdoiTBtal  TwMd^ 
Hiid  traght  the  Border  youth  to  read. 
The  strains  of  Greece,  the  bard  of  Troy, 
Were  all  h'm  tlueme,  and  all  hi*  jpy. 
WeU  toutid  hU  yoice  of  wf rs  tp  eingj 
Ui^  hair  was  dark  as  i^ren's  wijig; 
HU  eye  an  iuteUeetoAl  Unee; 
No  hsiit  flMdil  Immt  ilt  MMPBhisy  giitiot. 
Bat  every  hard  to  him  wa«  dear, 
Ui|  heart  yraa  ]und|  hif  ■ool  ftnoene." 

Gray  w«i  th»  aatihar  of  <The  Vde  ai  Cpn%'  aad  <The 
Sabbath  among  the  Mcmntains.'  TfaaaoBiieof  the  Utter  waa 

placed  at  Roseneath  in  Argyleshire.    He  also  wrote  a 

life  of  Bobert  Imji-^ussoii  tlic  Scottish  poet.  lie  aftei'wards 
became  a  chaplain  in  tlie  H.  E.  I.  Company's  service,  and 
tutor  to  the  young  King  of  Cutch.  He  translated  the 
Gospel  into  tlie  Cutch  language,  and  died  in  India,  Septem- 
ber lb30)  a  warm,  kiod-hearted,  and  learned  mau. 

Mach  interest  waa  excited  in  Edinburgh  wbeD,  on  18th 
Jfovember,  18 30,  aeeounts  arrived  of  the  resignation  of  |he 
Duke  of  WeUington  and  Sir  Hobert  Peel,  and  the  con- 
aoqaent  braahing  up  of  the  txistuig  govenrnieiity  which  waa 
sapidly  ibllowed  by  the  Ibnnatien  of  a  new  mjnistfy  under 
Earl  Qrey,  when  thsee  weU-known  natiTei  of  Edinbtoj^h 
weitt  eaUed  to  fill  important  offieial  sitnationfl — Himy 
Brongham  an  Lovd  Hig^  Ghaaeellor;  IVancii  Jefliey,  Lovd 
Advocate;  and  Henry  Oockbonii  Solidter  General. 

Farllamentary  relbnn  now  beoame  the  graat  question  of  the 
day,  and  a  numerous  meeting  of  the  hihabitants  w  as  held  in 
the  Assembly  Rooms,  George  Street,  on  4tli  Decern  bur,  for 
the  purpose  of  petitioning  Parluimont  to  extend  the  elec- 
tive fmncliise  in  the  bmulis  and  counties  of  Scotland. 
The  chairman  of  the  meeting,  Mr.  James  Gibson  Craig 
of  Riccarton,  remarked  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
the  greatest  Captain  of  the  age^  whose  relief  of  the  Catholica 
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was  enough  to  imnrjortalise  any  man,  and  wh(Me  power  liad 
appcnrerl  to  l>e  ]>oriu:uient,  the  moment  he  declart'd  affaiiist 
parliamentary  reform  was  hurled  from  his  seat  by  the  voice 
of  the  people;  and  he  hoped  if  the  present  ministry  forgot 
their  duty,  they  would  meet  a  similar  fiite.  The  lead- 
ing resolatitm  adopted  by  this  meeting  was  that  tlie  system 
of  reprasentation  in  Scotland  was  foonded  both  in  bnighs 
and  durefly  on  the  principle  of  oonferring  the  elective 
ftandiiae  on  a  yerj  small  noniber  of  peiaons  to  the  titter  ex- 
dudon  of  the  public,  and  was  calculated  in  its  practical 
effects  to  conmpt  the  constituents,  to  impair  the  respomnbility 
of  the  representatiTea,  and  to  weaken  tiie  attachment  of  the 
people  to  the  Government  and  the  institutions  ui  liie 
euuntiy. 

Dr.  Kobeit  Anderson,  well  known  as  the  centre  of 

1830 

a  literary  circle  in  Edinburgh  about  tlie  end  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  whs  bom  at  Camwath  in  1749.  He 
came  to  reside  in  Bdinburgh  in  1784^  and  some  years  after- 
wards brought  out  u  lai^  edition  of  the  British  Poets, 
with  biographical  memoirs;  subsequently  an  edition  of 
Smollett's  Works,  with  a  memoir;  and  again  a  <  Life  of  Dr. 
Samuel  Johnson,  with  Critical  Observations  on  his  Wbrics.' 
He  was  for  several  years  editor  of  the  Edinburgh  Magazine, 
a  work  oommenoed  in  1784  and  oontinaed  ifll  1801,  when 
it  was  incorporated  with  the  Scots  Magazine,  Thomas 
Campbell,  the  author  of  the  Pleasures  of  Hope,  wa^  u 
protege  of  Dr.  Anderson,  and  it  was  through  his  interven- 
tion that  tliat  distinguished  poem  was  brought  before  the 
public.  He  was  also  the  means  of  aiding  many  deserving 
young  men  in  their  literary  career.   He  died  in  1830. 
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Henry  Mackenade^  the  author  of  the  'Man  of 

Feeling,'  -WM  born  m  Libcrton's  Wynd,  in  the  Old 
city,  August,  1745.  After  studying  at  tho  High  School 
and  University,  he  served  an  apprenticesliip  in  the  law 
department  of  the  Exchequer,  and  at  a  later  period  be- 
came Attornpy  for  the  Crown.  The  *Man  of  Feelin«:* 
was  publislu 'I  anonymously  in  1771,  It  was  followed  by 
the  'Mail  of  tlie  World'  and  'Julia  de  Roubigne.'  The 
Mirror,  a  periodical  somewhat  in  the  style  of  Addison's 
SpecUtior^  was  pabluhed  in  Edinburgh  1779-80,  in  a  small 
sheet  twice  a>week^  at  the  price  of  three  half-pence.  Henry 
Mackenzie  was  one  of  its  principal  contributors,  and  also  a 
writer  in  the  Xoiin^i-^  aimilar  publication  brought  ont  in 
Edinburgh  i78l^7.  In  one  of  bis  papers  there,  he  gaye  an 
account  of  the  poems  of  Bobert  Boms,  and  thus  perhaps 
first  attracted  the  public  attention  to  them. 

A  complete  edition  of  Mackenzie's  works  in  8  vols,  ap- 
peared in  18()8.    He  was  one  of  the  leading  men  in  the  dis- 
tinguished literary  society  of  Edinburgh  for  half  a  century. 
Sir  Walter  Scott  dedicated  Wavcrlc}  to  him,  styling  him 
the  Scottish  Addison.''   He  died  14tli  January,  1831. 


Dr.  Andrew  Thomson,  one  of  the  most  energetic 
and  able  men  the  Cbnrch  of  Scotland  has  produced, 
was  bom  at  Sanquhar,  11th  July,  1779.  He  became  min- 
ister of  Sprooston  in  1802,  and  six  years  after  was  trans- 
ferred to  Perth.  Li  1810  he  was  chosen  minister  of  the 
New  Greyfiaais  parish  in  Edinburgh,  and  edited  an  able 
monthly  periodical,  ^  the  Edinburgh  Christian  Instructor/ 
He  also  contributed  to  Brewstei^s  Edmbni)^  Encyclopodia* 
In  1814  he  was  appointed  minister  of  the  new  ehnrcb  of  St. 
George's  in  Edinburgh^  where  he  became  the  source  of  atr 
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tractiofn  to  such  an  mudien^  of  th^  upper  daases  as  never 
had  been  witnessed  in  any  eharch  in  Edinburgh.  His  ap- 
peanuDces  as  a  leader  in  the  General  Assemblj,  showed  a 
readiness  of  mt,  and  power  in  dd)ate  not  siirpassed  by  the 
most  eminent  men  at  tho  Scottish  bar.  His  speeches  against 
the  Bible  Society  oirculatinfr  the  Apocrypha  aionf*  with  th« 
Bible,  were  very  powerful;  and  tliose  lie  delivered  in  Ediii- 
burgli  on  the  Emancipation  of  the  Slaves,  nmde  an  impre*» 
sit)n  not  many  modern  orators  have  e«jiialled.  Boldness 
ajid  independence  was  the  character  of  liis  itiind.  In  pri- 
vate life  he  was  held  in  the  liitdiest  e?^timation.  He  died 
very  suddenly  at  his  house  in  Melvilld  Street,  9th  Febni** 
aiy,  1831.  His  death  made  a  very  oun^^idernble  ^onsatioQ 
ill  the  city»  as  he  was  known  to  all.  His  funeral  wss  a 
public  one^  all  classes  and  sects  attending.  Dr.  Gbalmsfe 
preached  his  funenU  sermon,  20th  Febmaiy,  1831. 

^^^^      Lord  John  Rnssell,  as  the  ori^n  of  tho  nunistryf 
'  introduced  the  Beform  Bill  In  tha  House  of  Oommons 
on  98th  February)  1831.  A  £10  parliamentary  ftanehise 

was  its  leading  feature,  and  among  tlie  proposed  changes, 
Edinljur^li,  the  metropulis  of  Scotland,  was  to  Iuimj  two 
meinbers.  Another  meeting  of  tlio  inhabiiaiit'i  was  held 
on  9th  March,  to  consider  this  great  measure,  which  had 
now  excited  deep  interest  throu/^h  the  whole  island ;  and 
the  })rinci})al  resolution  adopted  was  to  the  eflect,  that 
the  plan  oi  reform  lately  introduced  into  parliament  by  his 
Miyesty's  ministers^  entitled  them  to  the  gmtitude  of  all 
those  who  are  aware  of  the  nature  or  valui  of  constitutional 
privileges,  and  who  are  inendly  to  the  olkijing  of  the  dfsi- 
mtant  which  has  so  long  and  so  justly  pr«v«il«d  with 
gaid  to  tba  stato  of  fbff  repvesentatian**-!!  hmg  «  plw 
whieth,  while  It  etrnfirma  tho  rif^ts  qf  the  poopK  (Unmgtbm 
these  of  aveiy  ^er  firder  in  tho  st»t9»  Mut  tends  in  tn 
especial  mannsv  lo  secure  tbn  stability  of  tho  ihrone  md  the 
general  tranquillity  of  the  empire;  S|>d  on  the  17th  fi  petl- 
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tlon  m  favour  of  tlie  Reform  bill  was  cGspatched  with  thirty- 
one  tlioHsand  signatures-^probably  the  «oti  iranaerottslj 
signed  yetitbD  to  parltMifMii  tkaX  mr  ouito  ftraaf  Edin- 
burgh, 

Very  great  ikiteiest  wim  Ibh  ifegM^  loMiid  raadivrg 
6f  the  Bafoim  BiH  in  the  HooM  «f  Gosainonay  which  took 
{ilaoo  on  3S<I  MaiQh|^801  votiAil  «KaiiMt  and  808  ftr 
it*  A  crowd  hod  ataemUod  ot  the  poit  offioe  fer  three  dw^ 
anadouo  te  loorl^  tho  lotiitt.  The  mteilijfeiioe  ww  reeoivod 
with  ehefln,  and  rapidly  sprettd  AiOog^  the  dty.  On  S^h 
March,  a  genera)  t1l«iTnination  took  place  in  honour  of  the 
event.  Damage,  from  a  crowd  of  idle  hids  breaking  windows, 
was  sustained  in  the  city  to  the  extent  of  £2^000  on  this 
occHiiion. 

The  lleforni  l>ili  proposed  to  increase  the  number  of  mein- 
bei-s  for  Scotland,  and  slightly  to  diminish  the  number  fur 
England.  The  House  of  Commons^  on  19th  April,  1831, 
divided  on  this  point:  299  for,  to  291  against.  Three  days 
thereafter  parliament  was  diaBoived^  it  being  deemed  desirable 
to  take  the  sense  of  the  country  regarding  <the  UUy  tho 
whole  bill,  and  nothing  bat  the  bill/  it'hich  waa  now  the 
popular  ciy.  In  Edinhnigh,  Wflfiam  Diuda^  ^  Lord 
Register,  who  had  been  eight  tunes  deoted  member  for  the 
city,  intimated  his  intention  of  retir&ig^  and  the  Dnndaa 
interest  was  now  exerted  in  favonr  of  his  nephew,  Robert 
Adam  Dimdas.  Many  members  of  council,  who  did  not 
relish  the  idea  of  being  merely  handed  over  from  a  senior  to 
a  junior  member  of  the  house  of  Amiston,  were  in  favour 
of  electing  their  own  eliief  magistrat*',  Mr.  Alinn,  of  Glen, 
as  their  representative;  but  ho  would  not  agree  to  become 
a  candidate,  and  Francis  ♦Feffrey,  Lord  Advocate,  was 
brought  forward.  The  feeling  of  the  citizens  was  de- 
(  ididly  in  favour  of  Jeffrey.  A  mee^ng  of  tho  in- 
habitants was  held  on  30th  April,  and  a  petitiim  ngned  by 
upwards  of  seventeen  thousand  inhabitants  was  presented 
to  the  conncil  to  tliat  effect,  on  dd  May,  1831,  the  day  fixed 
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for  the  election.  Seldom  had  the  city  been  in  a  state  of 
greater  excitement.  Of  the  thirty-three  electors  of  the 
Town  Ooiuici!,  exercising  their  franchise  for  the  last  time, 
seventeen  YOted  for  Mr.  Dundas,  fourteen  for  the  Lord 
Advocate,  and  two  for  the  Lord  Provost.  The  announce- 
ment  of  thb  result  increased  the  agitation  in  the  citj.  A 
crowd  molested  the  Lord  Provost  on  his  wajr  home  from  the 
election,  and  it  was  alleged  some  desperate  characters 
threatened  to  throw  him  over  the  North  Bridge.  The  police 
and  the  4th  Koyal  Irish  Dragoons,  and  a  part  of  the  79th 
regiment  were  called  ont,  and  the  riot  act  was  read.  In  the 
evening  the  Lorl  Advocate  appeared,  and  onlcred  the 
military  to  be  withdrawn,  and  this  excitiiifir  day  |)assed  over. 

At  tliis  jHiriod  five  acres  of  tlie  ground  around  the  area  of 
the  ancient  North  Loch,  was  laid  out  as  garden  jjartc  rrL'S,  and 
planted  witli  seventy-^^even  tliousand  various  trees  and  shrubs 
under  the  surveillanoe  of  Dr.  Patrick  Neill,  a  well-known 
naturalist  and  citizen,  who  received  the  thanks  of  the  conncil 
for  his  patriotic  hibours  in  this  matter. 

Abont  this  time,  the  new  water-works  for  the  snppl  j  of  the 
city  with  that  great  necessaiy  of  life,  were  completed  under 
tlie  superintendence  of  Mr.  James  Jardine,  Engineer.  The 
history  of  the  sujiply  of  the  citj  with  water  goes  back  to 
1681,  when  Peter  Broschie,  a  Qerman  plumber,  received 
about  £3,000  ibr  laying  a  leaden  pipe  three  inches  in  diame- 
ter from  Comiston  to  a  reservoir  on  the  Castle-hill.  This  was 
found  insufficient,  and  in  1722  one  of  tour  antl  a  half  inches 
was  laid;  in  1785  a  cast-irtui  one  of  five  inches  diameter  was 
added.  The  supply  was  still  too  scanty,  and  in  1790,  an 
iron  pipe  ot  .se\  en  inches  diameter  was  laid  from  Swanston 
to  the  city,  and  additional  springs  brought  in.  Tins  cost 
£20,000.  Scarcity  of  water  still  being  exjierienced,  the 
magistrates  consulted  Dr.  Hope,  Professor  Playfair,  and 
the  distinguished  engineer  Mr.  Telford,  who  prepared 
a  report  in  1813  on  the  subject,  and  it  was  finally  arranged 
that  the  whole  water  apparatus  should  be  made  oyer 


Digitized  by  Google 


1831. 


ANNAIA 


415 


by  the  Corporation  to  a  joint  stock  company,  which  was 
incorporated  by  act  of  parliament  in  1819,  with  a  capital  of 
£135,000,  extended  in  1826  to  £253,000.  There  are  two 
resers-oirs, — one  in  Heriot^s  Green,  and  the  gireat  one  on  the 
.  Castle-hiU.  The  greater  part  of  the  water  was  now  brought 
fwm  the  Crawley  8]irin^  about  aeyen  miles  aonth  of  the  city, 
and  an  expensive  oompensation  reservoir  had  to  be  erected 
for  the  mills  which  were  deprived  of  the  water.  This  forms 
a  lake  half-^-mile  in  length,  covers  about  ibrty  acres  of 
gi*ound,  and  at  the  embankment  is  about  sixty  iWet  deep. 
Crawley  spring  is  564  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  The 
expense  of  all  these  new  works,  with  the  pipes,  which  vary 
from  18  to  20  inches  in  diameter,  amounted  to  nearly 
£200,000.  It  was  calculated,  that  tlu'so  works  would  afi'ord 
twenty  gallons  a-day  for  each  person,  and  it  was  boasted 
that  the  sujtply  of  water  for  Edinburgh  was  now  one-third 
more  than  that  aflbrded  for  London,  six  times  more  than 
Paris,  and  four  times  more  than  Constantinople,  though 
ancient  Home,  which  brought  whole  rivers  to  its  capital,  had 
one  hundred  times  greater  supply. 

A  rreneral  and  brilliant  illumination  took  place  in  £diii- 
buigh,  on  dth  September,  1831,  the  day  of  the  coronation 
of  WilKam  IV.,  and  his  Qneen,  Adelmde. 

Tlie  new  Parliament  met  21st  June^  1881.  Lord  John 
Russell  again  brought  in  the  Beibrm  Bill.  The  member 
for  Edinburgh,  B.  A.  Dnndas,  spoke  against  it,  on  5th 
July,  but  despite  of  his  and  more  weighty  opposition, 
the  second  reading  was  carried  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons two  days  thereafter  by  a  majority  of  KjG.  The 
excitement  on  the  subject  continued  in  the  Scottish  metro- 
polis as  in  other  parts  of  tlie  country.  The  bill  jjai>sed  the 
House  of  Commons  on  21.st  September,  and  was  carried  to 
the  House  ui  Peers.  The  public  anxiety  was  then  arouse<i 
about  the  result.  Another  meeting  of  the  inhabitants 
took  place  in  the  Waterloo  Hotel,  22d  September,  1831, 
when  the  primaiy  resolution  was,  that  the  zeal  and  anxiety 
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of  the  pebfle  for  the  success  of  the  Reform  Bill,  instead  of 
abating  by  time,  continue  to  increase  in  intensity  witli  th." 
progress  of  the  nieasiirc,  and  will  unquestionably  rise  in 
proportion  to  every  obstacle  by  which  its  finaJ  triumph  may 
be  opposed.'*  A  petition  to  the  House  of  Lords  anxionsly 
praying  them  for  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  country  to 
paM  the  measure,  and  an  addreto  ef  a  ahnilar  teMt  to  the 
king,  were  also  adopted. 

Four  snocesave  days  in  the  beginning  of  October,- 
crowds  of  respectable  dtiMne  were  anxiously  awaiting  the 
arrival  of  the  mail,  to  leafn  the  result  of  the  debate  aboni 
the  second  reading  of  the  Reform  Bill  in  the  House  of  Peers. 
After  a  lengthened  discussion,  the  House  dirided,  158  for 
the  second  reading,  199  against  it,  beinp;  a  majority  of  41 
a<Xni!ist  the  bill.  On  the  10th,  Lord  Ebriuf^ton  moved 
resolutions  in  the  House  of  Commons  expressing  rot^ret  at 
this  result,  and  of  the  determination  of  the  House  to  adhere 
to  the  loading  features  of  the  Reform  l^ill,  and  ot  their  con- 
fidence in  the  existing  ministrv.  These  resolutions  were 
carried  by  329  to  198,  being  a  majority  of  131.  This  col- 
lision between  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  created  intense 
anxiety  throughout  the  country.  To  aiibrd  an  interval  of 
repose  aAer  the  protracted  session,  Parliament  was  prorogued 
on  the  20th  October^  1931.  At  this  time,  the  excitement 
was  so  great  that  immense  meetings  were  brought  together 
under  the  name  of  Political  Unions.  The  Edinbui];^  one 
was  held  in  the  King^s  Park,  Holyrood.  This  was  the  first 
meeting  in  the  open  air,  and  upwaids  of  ten  thousand  per- 
sons attended.  On  this  occasion,  Mr.  William  Tait,  btUio- 
pole  and  publisher  in  Edinburgh,  sugixostcd  that  if  ministers 
thouplit  tlic  r»ill  would  not  y)ass  without  it,  they  ou<:ht  to 
create  as  lijany  peers  as  would  ensure  its  success,  and  carry 
it  through  with  as  much  8|)et.'d  as  the  forms  of  Parliament 
would  allow.  —  On  21st  November,  the  Political  Unions 
having  adopted  a  sort  of  military  organis^ation,  were  de- 
clared by  royal  proclamation  to  be  illegal.   A  meeting  of 
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such  of  the  inhabitants  of  Edinburgli  as  were  averse  to  the 
li< form  Bill,  was  held  in  the  Assembly  Itoonis,  George 
Street,  on  28th  November,  1831,  when  Sir  John  S.  Forbes, 
Bart.y  was  called  to  the  chair.  An  address  to  the  King  in 
unison  with  these  views  was  adopted,  and  about  seventeen 
hundred  signatures  were  appended  to  this  document. 

Parliament  met  again  on  6th  December,  when  Lord 
John  Russe]!  again  brought  in  the  Bdbrm  Bill  with  some 
alterations.  On  the  17th  the  House  of  Commons  divided 
on  the  second  reading, — 324  in  favour^  and  162  against  it, 
majority  162» 

The  beautifid  and  dassical  monument  to  Professor  Dugald 
Stewart,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Oalton-hill,  was  finished 

towards  the  close  of  1831,  and  with  tlie  neiglibouring  monu- 
ment, to  his  old  ct)llc';ii:ue  Professor  Plavfair — and  those  on 
a  lower  part  of  the  hill  to  Iluiiieaml  ii urns,  renders  the 
Calton  the  memorial-scene  of  some  of  tlio  most  distinguished 
men  in  Scottisli  literature.  The  triangular  portion  of  tlie 
hill  between  the  Royal  and  Regent  Terraces  was  now 
beautifully  laid  out  in  walks  and  clumps  of  trees,  and  the 
view  from  this  part  of  the  hill  is  perhaps  unequalled  in 
Scotland;  in  fact  it  is  impossible  to  imagine  a  finer  view 
than  the  Calton  presents, — the  New  town — ^the  Fiith  of 
Forth — the  coast  of  Fife — Holyrood — the  Old  town  with 
its  picturesque  aspect,  and  smoking  chimneys;  the  view  thus 
varies  at  every  step  you  take^  and  travellers  generally  con- 
sider it  as  one  of  the  finest  in  Europe. 


KAl^aniel  Goto. 

Nathaniel  or  Neil  Gow,  was  a  cclubiattd  musi- 
1S81.  .      „  . 

ciaii,  and  was  born  at  Dunkeld  in  1761).    He  w  as  sent 

early  to  Edinburgh,  and  became  a  composer  of  Scottish  ail's, 

and  a  leader  of  the  fashionable  musical  bands.    In  1796, 

he  was  in  extensive  business  as  a  music-seller.    lie  had 

an  annual  public  ball  in  the  city  in  the  month  of  March) 

2  p 
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which  was  the  resort  of  a  fashionable  crowd,  in  the  Anem- 
hly  Booms,  Greorge  Street  He  also  taught  the  violm  and 
pianoi^forte.  He  died  in  1831.  His  father,  Neil  Gow,  was 
a  similar  Sldinburgh  celebrity,  and  died  twenty-fi>nr  years 
previous. 

Tuwiinls  tlie  close  of  1831,  sanitary  preparations  began 
to  be  made  in  Edinburi;!!,  with  a  view  to  mitigate  the  dan- 
ger oi"  the  insidious  diseaiju  called  cholera,  whicii  had  raged 
in  India  for  many  years,  and  seemed  gradually  to  come  to 
Europe  by  way  of  Russia  and  Germany;  in  November,  it 
appeared  in  Sunderhmd  and  Newcastle.  The  precautions 
taken  in  £dinburgh,  were  the  Commissioners  of  Police  being 
ordered  to  visit  their  respective  wards,  and  to  see  that 
cleansing  operations  were  everywliere  adopted.  Pigs,  which 
had  been  frequently  kept  in  the  dwelling4iou8es  of  the  lower 
classes,  were  ordered  to  be  removed,  and  other  salutary  re*> 
gulations  followed  out;  hospitals  were  provided  in  case  of 
need;  and  it  was  officially  announced  by  the  medical  autho- 
rities, that  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  public 
health  tliat  an  improved  diet,  and  flannel  clothing,  and  wool- 
len stoekings,  should  be  given  to  the  j>oor, — that  no  person 
should  sit  tlowii  and  get  coul,  ^vith  wet  feet, — that  strict  at- 
tention should  he  ]iaid  to  keep  the  feet  wann  and  dry, — that 
repletion  and  indigestion  be  guarded  against, — all  raw  vege- 
tables, excrescent,  unwholesome  food  and  liquid,  avoided, — 
temperance  rigidly  observed  in  eveiy  thing;  no  means 
neglected  that  might  tend  to  preserve  individual  health. 
The  neglect  of  any  or  all  these  precautions  would  not  pro- 
duce, it  was  stated,  the  specific  disease  called  spasmodic 
cholera,  but  such  neglect  would  most  assuredly  dispose 
those  living  in  an  infected  atmosphere,  to  be  attacked, 
when  most  probably  they  might  otherwise  have  escaped.  It 
was  considered  the  most  effectual  means  by  which  this  disp 
ease  might  be  prevented  from  extending — ^the  enabling  the 
poor,  wlio  were  generally  firet  attacked,  to  oppose  to  its  in- 
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flneDce^  tfao«e  ameliorationt  in  diet,  dotbing,  and  lodging, 
which  public  and  private  charitj  would,  it  was  hoped,  not 
fail  to  atFord.  In  India,  one  of  the  native  remedies  resorted 
to,  was  rubbing  the  spine,  along  tiie  small  of  the  back,  with 
the  juice  of  parlic. 

A  usetul  suggestion  ado]^ted  in  Edinburgh,  was  the  ex- 
tensive distnbution  of  soup  to  the  j)0()r,  and  affording  evcr>' 
facility  to  the  middle  and  lower  classes  to  wash,  bleach,  and 
dry  their  clothes,  and  that  public  parks  should  be  kept  open 
for  these  purposes. 

A  ro)  III  commission,  under  the  authority  of  the 
Privy  Council,  was  issued  on  the  14th  January,  1882, 
constituting  a  Board  of  Health  ibr  the  dty  of  Edinbuifrfa, 
consisting  of  several  of  the  civic  and  legal  oflBcials,  and 
some  of  the  most  eminent  medical  men.  Police  were  now 
stationed  at  eveiy  entrance  to  the  city  to  prevent  the  ingress 
of  all  vagrants  and  beggars,  and  people  not  of  healthy  and 
cleanly  appearance.  This  at  first  sight  miglit  seem  harsh, 
but  the  alarm  for  the  public  health  ix  n  iered  it  necessary. 
The  cholera  giadnally  approached  Eiliiiburgh.  In  the 
month  of  Januar}',  tliere  were  two  hundred  cases  occun-ed 
in  Musselburgh,  six  miles  from  the  city,  and  the  first  in 
Edinbui*^  on  the  27th  of  that  month.  The  public  feeling 
for  some  time  had  been  as  if  a  dark  cloud  hung  over  the 
city,  which  imagination  made  more  alarming  and  blacker 
than  the  really.  From  the  commencement  of  the  year  to 
the  end  of  Augnst,  about  1,000  cases  occurred,  nearly  600 
proving  fatal. 

The  22d  March  was  by^roya]  prodamation  set  apart  as  a 
national  Fast  on  account  of  cholm. 

A  royal  Commission  fbr  visiting  the  Universities  and 
Colleges  of  Scotland,  had  been  issued  in  1826.  Early  in 
the  year  1832  they  brought  out  their  report,  of  which  a  con- 
.siJerable  portion  was  devoted  tcv  the  University  of  Kdiri- 
burgh.  The  income  aiising  from  the  difterent  dual's  was 
stated  as  follows: 
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Principal, 

£151 

Pubuo  Law, 

£285 

Divinity, 

190 

Conveyancing, 

582 

Church  History,  . 

200 

Materia  Mt?d>ra, 

1,281 

Latin,  . 

1,407 

Practice  oi  Piiysic, 

1,0U8 

UrocK, 

Chemistry, 

2,213 

Mathematics, 

nil                t*  ¥\i  * 

Ihcoiy  ot  Physic, 

882 

Logic,  . 

603 

Anatomy, 

1,019 

Bhetoric, 

234 

Midwifery, 

m 

Moral  Philosophy, 

6^ 

Clinical  Medicine^  . 

801 

Natural  Philosophy, 

6d0 

Clinical  Surgery, 

711 

Universiil  History, 

205 

Military  Surgery, 

175 

Astronomy,  . 

120 

Medical  Junaprudenoe, 

118 

Natural  History, 

8U 

Botany, 

1,026 

Civil  Law,  . 

2r>i 

Agriculture, 

113 

Scots  Law, 

1,0.33 

Two  young  men  from  Peebles  who  became  booksellers  in 
the  Scottish  metropolis^  have  exercised  a  marked  influence 
in  literature,  and  been  the  architects  of  their  own  fortune — 
William  and  Robert  Chambers.  The  former  commenced 
Chambers's  Joumaly  4th  February,  1832,  a  weekly  sheet 
sold  for  the  sum  of  three  half-pence.  Chambers  thought 
it  a  <rreat  venture  to  print  5,000  copies  of  the  first  number, 
but  under  the  inana«j^enient  of  tlie  brotiiers  it  soon  reached 
a  cimilaliuii  of  i>(),000. 

Tait's  EfHnliurujh  ^fafrazine  was  coinincnccd  in  March, 
1832.  This  was  an  atteinjit  to  start  a  monthly  ma^razine  of 
high  literary  character,  in  combination  with  strong  liberal 
or  radical  politics.  It  was  ushered  in  witli  a  considerable 
sound  of  trumpets,  and  was  in  conscqnenro  (jtiizzically  called 
Pufi'*'^  Mai^azinc.  Blackwood^s  and  Tail's  Magazines  might 
now  be  designated  as  the  two  extremes  in  politics^  and  the 
announcement  of  this  new  periodical,  led  to  some  amusing 
newspaper  squibs.  One  of  the  wittiest  of  these  was  an  ode 
addressed  to  William  Blackwood,  Esq. : 

Yes!  Yours,  my  dear  Will,  was  a  happy  conditioa, 

WIifMi  Mn^n  tlic  great,  tlourislicc!  ytinx  npposifion; 
W'luMi  ( 'liri>t'ij)hL'r's  cmtcli,  like  a  ninpi<'al  w.uid, 
'VVnii  wicivlc-d  in  triuoipb,  atid  luicU  ail  Ihu  laud. 
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^V  hen  Tickler  tho  testy,  and  Morg&n  the  major 
In  gall  dipped  their  pens,  and  wrote  a*  fiir  ft  wager; 
"Wlua  fiadra  in  bright  ooraicatiaiis  wm  teen; 
T<m  Unmfd  not  of  Rofsell,  aor  Taif  t  llagannnl 

When  Lockhart,  and  Wilson,  and  far-famed  Magian, 
Burked  rival"  by  dozens — thought  mercy  a  sin; 
Broke  radical  jxiata,  by  scores  on  the  wheel, 
And  tartnnd  tint  tainU  daer  with  eagfaiM  of  iteeil, 
When  yoor  Theodme  Hodcs,  and  ymir  Graken  and  Banvwa, 
Made  hapleas  Whig-aathors  pass  under  the  hanowi, 
Alas!  yott  ne'er  thought  of  such  champions  I  ween. 
Aa  Althoipe,  and  Broogham,  andTait's  Magazine  I 

When  CousUble's  sage  pcriodicid  died, 

«  Ennka!"  yoor  hrilliant  ftatomity  cried, 

**  The  Old  SoottiBh  lady  haa  gone  to  ApoUo, 

And  the  *  yoUow  and  Una  *  in  a  twinkling  moat  Mow. 

IJIie  Bpirits  we'll  rid*;  on  the  wings  of  the  atonn,  ^ 

And  blight  the  incipient  bnds  of  Keforin." 

They  tlionght  not  of  knouttt  and  of  scimitars  keen, 

Of  Bowring— Macaolay-HUid  Tait's  Magaainal 

Old  Bachanaa  most  go  all  to  fdga  and  to  wUatloa, 

He  already  looks  grim  from  his  arlM)nr  of  thistlea; 
And  Delta,  the  doctor,  with  wonderful  skill, 
Haa  extracted  tbe  sting  from  O'Doherty's  quill; 
And  Timothy  Tickler,  impatient  must  ride 
From  Ambrose's  suppers,  to  sup  at  Southside; 
And  old  Kit,  tho  renown'd,  be  will  die  of  the  spleen. 
Of  goat,  the  Bifoaii  Btu.,  and  Tait*a  Magasino! 

Tot  Kit,  after  all,  is  a  glorions  fbDow, 
Two  hmirs  after  dinner,  when  more  than  half  mellow; 
But  his  politics— p»haw!  tliey  nre  of  the  last  century. 
And  none  read  him  nuw  but  the  old  Tory  gentry; 
Though  hia  learning  and  tale»t»  an  deep  and  refined, 
*'  He  to  parly  gave  up  what  waa  meant  for  mankind;" 
Tho'  hii  humour  and  wit  are  both  canatio  and  keen, 
He  muat  qnui  hia  broad  baaoer  to  Tai^a  Magasinel 

Aslieu,  my  dcjir  Sir,  to  yotir  brilliant  fraternity, 
They'll  ne'er  write  down    the  bill  ■  tho'  they  write  to  eternity. 
Tho'  tliLV  ve  hamonr,  and  iancy,  and  talonta,  and  leaning, 
The  eigne  of  the  tiraea  they  am  alow  bi  dlaoenuag. 
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Let  them  p&nae  and  reflect,  for  it  would  not  be  slitiitar 

To  rally,  even  yet,  roniiH  tlif  Kind  unci  liis  Minister. 

I>et  them  think  what  they  now  are,  aud  what  they'd  have  hewn 

Had  they  stuck  to  tlic  tcncta  of  Tail's  Magazine! 

A  distinguished  female  writer,  Mrs.  Johnstone,  the  au- 
thoress of  *  Clan  Albin/  and  the  *  Niglits  of  the  Kouiul 
Table/  and  who  has  very  appropriately  bei-ii  called  the 
Maria  Edgeworth  of  Scotland,  took  the  principal  charge 
of  the  literary  department  of  this  periodical,  and,  hy  her  tact 
and  jiidf^ment,  raised  and  maintained  its  literary  character. 

The  liefonn  Bill  passed  the  House  of  Commons  22d 
March,  1832.  The  numbers  on  the  third  reading  were,  for 
B55,  against  239,  majority  116;  and  a  few  days  after  it 
was  again  carried  to  the  House  of  Peers.  The  division  on 
the  second  reading  there  was  looked  for  with  intense  anxiety 
in  Edinburgh  as  elsewhere.  It  took  pkce  13th  April,  1832, 
when  the  vote  was  184  for,  176  against,  majority  9.  It 
marked  the  anxiety  on  this  subject,  that  there  were  about 
ten  thousand  people  in  Edinburgh,  waiting  the  arrival  of 
the  mail,  when  this  intelligence  came. 

A  public  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  was  held  in  tlie 
King  s  Park,  Ilolyrood,  uii  24tli  April,  about  forty  thousand 
peo|»le  pmseiit.  It  presented  a  highly  picturesque  srene. 
John  Archibald  Murray,  Esf|.  (now  Lord  Murray)  was 
called  to  the  chair.  A  petition  to  the  House  of  Lords  was 
ado})ted,  expressing  satisfaction  at  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  and  praying  their  lordships  to  pass  the  measure. 

The  procession  on  this  occasion  was  of  the  gayest  descrip- 
tion,— ^banners,  bagpipes,  and  military  bands.  Fortunately 

all  was  conducted  in  a  quiet  and  peaceable  manner,  ^good 

humour  prevailing.  The  Edinburgh  petition  was  presented 
to  the  House  of  Peers  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  on  the 
7th  May,  aud  the  same  evenini^  when  the  Bill  was  under 
discussion  in  Committee,  ministers  were  in  a  minority  of 
35,  tlie  numbers  being  116  to  151;  and  two  days  after, 
Kail  Grey  aaauunccd  that  the  ministry  had  resigned. 
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try. 

In  Edinburgh  another  great  public  meeting  of  the  inha- 
hitants  was  hekl  in  the  King's  Park,  Holyrood,  on  15tli 
May,  1832*  The  day  was  fine — the  scene  picturesque  and 
imposing.  The  procesaon  was  more  than  double  the  extent  of 
the  fonner.  One  item  of  it  consisted  of  eight  thousand 
woriunen.  Its  magnitade  was  felt  appalling,  especially 
to  the  opponenftB  of  the  Reform  BilU  Sir  Thomas  Dick 
Lander^  Bart.^  was  called  to  the  chair.  The  meeting  peti- 
tioned the  House  of  Commons  to  stop  the  supplies  tQl  the 
Beform  Bill  was  passed. 

The  Duke  of  WeUington  attempted  to  form  a  ministry, 
hut  after  a  fow  daja  resigned  the  task,  and  on  18th  May, 
Earl  Grey  intimated  that  he  now  saw  sniBcient  security  for 
passhig  tlie  Reform  Bill,  and  that  he  and  his  colleagues 
continued  in  office.  On  4th  June,  the  Reform  Bill  was 
read  a  third  time  in  the  House  of  Peers.  Contents  106, 
non-contents  22, — majority  84;  and  on  7th  June,  1832,  it 
received  the  royal  assent,  and  became  tlie  law  of  the  land, 
tlius  setting  at  rest  the  protracted  agitation  regarding  this 
great  measure.  The  Beform  Bill  for  Scotland  which 
assigned  two  members  to  Edinbuigh,  received  the  royal 
assent  17  July,  1832,  and  an  active  canvass  then  commenced 
for  the  representation  of  the  city.  The  Hon.  James  Aber- 
cromby,  who  had  in  former  years  taken  an  active  part  in 
endeavouring  to  extend  the  elective  franchise  in  Edinbui^h, 
had  a  fow  years  before  been  appdnted  Lord  Chief  Baron  for 
Scodand,  but  the  Exchequer  Court  being  now  abolished, 
he  became  eligible,  and  dong  with  Francis  Jeffi-ey,  Lord 
Advocate,  was  now  brooght  forward  as  a  candidate. 

A  grand  jnhilee  Reform  procession  took  place  on  10th 
Auguist,  1832;  business  was  susjiended,  antl  the  day  made  an 
entire  holiday.  The  different  trades  displayed  their  l>anners 
on  the  occasion.  The  procession  was  three  miles  in  li  iifxth, 
and  marched  to  Bumtsfield  Links,  and  it  was  computed 
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tliat  not  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  people  enjoyed  the 
festive  scene.  In  the  evening  a  public  dinner  took  place  in 
the  Waterloo  Hotel,  Sir  James  Gibson  Craig  in  the  chair, 
and  about  five  hundred  gentlemen  present. 

Sir  James  Macintosh*  one  of  the  most  accom- 

1832* 

plished  literary  men  of  his  time,  was  bom  in  Inver- 
ness^ire,  24th  October,  1765*  His  early  predilection  for 
books  seemed  almost  invincible.  When  at  Aberdeen  Uni- 
versity, he  formed  an  intiiuacy  with  Robert  JIa'l,  afterwards 
of  Leicester,  also  known  as  one  of  the  moj-t  celebrated  writers 
and  orators  of  nuxlem  times,  ^[acintnsli  stiulied  medicine 
at  the  University  of  Kdinburi;li,  under  C'ullen  and  Black, 
and  obtained  his  medical  degree  there.  He  afterwards  went 
to  London  and  adopted  the  legal  profession.  His  celebrated 
work,  the  '  Vindicise  Gallicse/  appeared  in  1791.  It  rapidly 
ran  through  three  editions,  and  was  the  means  of  intro- 
ducing him  into  the  highest  literary  and  political  circles,  in- 
cluding Sheridan^  Fox^  Grey,  and  Bnrke.  In  1798  he 
<leliyeied  *  Lectures  on  the  Law  of  Nature  and  of  Nations,' 
which  were  considered  of  the  highest  ezcellenoe.  His  de- 
fence of  Peltier,  who  was  tried  for  a  libel  against  Napoleon 
in  1803,  was  deemed  almost  unrivalled  as  a  piece  of  forensic 
eloquence.  Macintosh  was  Recorder  of  Bombay  for  a  fow 
years.  In  1813,  after  his  return  from  India,  he  sat  in  Par- 
liament for  Nairn.  In  1820,  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Thomas 
Brown,  it  was  lioped  that  he  would  be  induced  to  take  the 
Moral  Philosophy  chair  in  the  Liiivei*sity  of  Edinburgh, 
but  when  nrgetl  by  his  friends,  he  declined  the  honour.  He 
died  dOth  May,  1632. 

Sir  Walter  Scott,  one  of  the  greatest  of  the 
poets,  the  Shakspeare  of  Scotland,  and  the  author 
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of  the  Waverley  Novels,  died  at  Abbotsfoid,  2ii>t  Sej)- 
tember,  1832.  This  distinguished  man  was  born  iu  Eil- 
inbnrirh  in  the  third  flat  of  an  old  house  at  the  head  of 
the  College  Wynd,  an  ancient  lane  on  the  north  sitlc  of  the 
U niversity,  1 5th  August,  1771.  Ills  father  was  a  respectable 
AVriter  to  the  Signet.  Xii  his  fifth  year  he  went  to  his  grand- 
father's at  Sandy  Knowe,  near  Kelso.  In  October,  1779,  he 
entered  the  High  school,  and  while  prosecuting  his  studies 
there,  the  manning  af  the  Oowgate  Poit  iti  snow-bail  time 
fonned  one  of  his  ainnsements,  as  it  afforded  a  safe  station  for 
the  boys  who  sent  these  missiles  after  the  passengers.  His 
father  removed  to  Geoige  Square.  Soott,  though  a  lame 
boy,  engaged  in  weekly  bickers  with  his  javenile  compeers  at 
the  Cross-canseway,  Bristo  Street,  and  the  Potterrow.  It  was 
then  he  enga^^ed  with  a  doughty  plebeian  champion,  who 
went  by  tlie  name  of  Green  lireeks,  he  being  in  liverj', 
and  this  suubricjuet  derived  from  the  said  portion  of  liis 
dress.  PIo  became  a  student  at  the  University  in  1783, 
attended  Dugald  Stewart  in  1790;  two  years  after  he 
passed  Advoeate.  At  tlie  time  of  the  Edinburgh  volun- 
teers he  became  Quarter-master  to  tlie  Light  Horse.  His 
fir>t  appearance  as  a  poet  was  a  translation  from  Biirger  in 
1796.  He  married  Charlotte  Carpenter  in  1797,  and  took 
a  residence  at  108  George  Street,  second  flat.  He  became 
sheriff  of  Selkirkshire,  1799,  and  soon  after  took  a  snmmer 
cottage  near  Lasswade.  His  'Minstrelsy  of  the  Scottish 
Border*  appeared  in  1SQ2.  He  afterwards  removed  his 
residence  to  39  North  Castle  Street.  At  Ashiestiel,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Tweed,  he  composed  his  'Lay  of  the  Last 
Minstrd,'  which  was  published  in  1805.  He  was  appointed 
one  of  the  Principal  Clerks  of  Session  the  following  year. 
His  *l>ailads'  appeared  the  same  year,  and  *Marmion*  in 
l^iis,  'The  Lady  of  the  Lake'  t\\()  years  after.  *The  Lord 
of  the  I&lcs'  and  other  poi-ms  followed,  till  in  1814  he  be- 
came the  great  and  favourite  novelist  of  modern  times,  by 
the  publication  of  ^  Waverley,'  followed  by  a  long  series  uf 
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triumphantly  sacceasful -works.  In  1827^  bis  ^Life  of 
Napoleon  Buonaparte'  appeared  in  nine  volumes.  He 
took  a  tour  to  the  Continent  for  his  health;  and  the  fourth 
series  of  the  <  Tales  of  my  Landlord/  the  youngest  chUd  of 
the  Waverley  family,  appeared  in  1831.  Sir  Walter  Scott 
was  buried  at  Dryburgh  Abbey, 

A  public  meeting  was  hekl  in  the  Assetiibly  Rooms, 
Geor|[5e  Street,  .^tli  Octobe  r,  1832,  to  make  arrangements 
fur  erecting  a  monument  in  the  mftroj)ulis  of  Scotland  to 
the  memory  of  Sir  Walter  Scott, — the  Lord  Provost  in  the 
chair.  The  Duke  of  Buccleuch^  the  Lord  Advocate,  Francis 
Jefireyi  and  Professor  AViison  were  the  ))rincipal  speakers. 
There  was  but  one  feelin  rr  on  the  subject.  A  subscriptioa 
was  immediately  entered  on  for  the  purpose. 

Sir  John  Leslie  was  bom  in  the  naiish  of  Largo, 

1832.  f  ' 

in  Fife,  1766.  He  showed  an  early  taste  for  natoral 

philosophy  and  mathematical  science,  and  in  liis  juvenile 
years  w  as  u  good  deal  selt-taught.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  he 
was  qualified  to  join  the  senior  IVI  iLheniatical  class  at  the 
University  of  St.  Andrews.  lie  became  a  student  of  divinity 
at  i{,eimburgh  College  in  1784,  but  soon  after  abandoned  iiis 
theological  studies  tor  private  teaciiing  and  the  pursuit  of  na- 
tural science.  His  discover}^  of  the  diiferential  Thermon^ter 
attracted  considerable  attention.  His  Essay  on  Heat  was 
published  in  1804,  and  on  his  election  to  the  Mathematical 
chair  of  Edinburgh  University^  the  following  year,  a  note 
in  that  work  led  to  the  celebrated  Leslie  controversyi  of 
which  there  is  already  an  account  given  in  the  body  of  this 
history.  In  1819  he  was  appointed  to  the  Natural  Philosophy 
chair,  on  the  death  of  his  friend  Flayiair.  In  the  Supple- 
ment to  the  Encyclopiedia  Britannica,  he  pnbliriied  his 
able  Di^rtatiou  on  tlie  Progress  of  Mathematical  Science. 
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In  1832  he  was  lionoiircd  with  kiughihood  of  the  Guelphic 
order,  and  died  in  November  the  same  j'ear.  In  person 
he  was  very  corpulent^  and  vanitj  was  one  of  his  weak 
points. 

On  the  death  of  Sir  John  Leshe,  in  Novemberi  1832,  the 
Natural  Philosophy  chair  in  the  University  was  offered  to 
Sir  John  Herscbel,  bat  he  declined  it.  The  public  feeling 
was  strong  that  it  should  then  be  profifered  to  Sir  David 
BrewBteT)  wHoee  name  ranked  foremost  in  that  department  of 
Philosophy.  The  Town  Council,  by  a  majority,  a  few  weeks 
after  elected  Mr.  James  D.  Forbes,  to  the  vacant  chair. 

The  Section  of  two  members  for  the  city  of  Edinburgh  to 
the  first  parliament  summoned  under  the  Kuiurm  Bill,  com- 
menced 17th  December,  1832.  Instead  of  the  thirty-three 
civic  difi^nitiiries  of  tlie  Town  Council  meeting  at  the  City 
(vhambers  to  elect  the  solitary  member,  the  novel  spectacle 
presented  itself  of  public  hustings  at  the  Cross,  and  viva 
voce  proceedings  under  the  canopy  of  the  sky.  Sir  James 
Gibson  Craig  proposed  the  Lord  Advocate,  Jeffrey, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Wilkiey  Convener  of  the  Trades.  Sir 
Francis  Walker  Drummond  proposed  Mr.  Hunter  Blair, 
seconded  by  Sir  John  S.  Forbes.  Mr.  Adam  Black  pro- 
posed the  Hon.  James  Abercromby^  seconded  by  Mr.  An- 
drew Skene,  Advocate.  The  show  of  hands  was  in  favour 
of  Jefficey  and  Abercromby,  but  Mr.  Hunter  Bklr  demanding 
a  poll,  the  two  subsequent  days  were  devoted  to  that  pn>- 
ceeding-^he  city  being  divided  into  electoral  districts,  and 
the  votes  separately  recorded.  The  Sherili'  of  the  county, 
on  21st  Deceuiber,  officially  announced  the  result  of  the 
election: 

The  Lord  Advooate  (Jeffrey),  4,no8 
Hon.  Jatnos  Aborcromby,  3,8G5 

were  elected  members.  A  minority  of  1,519  voted  for  Mr. 
Hunter  Blair.  The  successful  candidates  returned  thanks  to 
their  constituents  from  the  hustings,  and  a  splendid  pageant 


Digitized  by  Google 


42B 


HISTORY  OF  EDINBUBOH. 


then  occurred,  chairing  the  honourable  members.  They  were 
placed  in  a  car,  and  the  procession  proccMl^Ml  gaily  amid  a 
profosion  of  banners  to  tlie  house  of  the  Lord  Advocate,  in 
Moray  Place,  from  the  balcony  of  which  he  again  addressed 
his  friends. 

jro^ti  eXexU,  iLorO  lElOitu 

1832      ^^^^^  Clerky  Lord  Eldin,  was  born  in  1757,  ap 
prenticed  to  a  Writer  to  the  Signet  in  1775,  and 

passed  Advocate  ten  years  thereafter.  He  was  one  of  the 
most  talented  and  whimsical  characters  in  Edinburgh.  Not 
a  person  there  but  knew  liim,  and  by  no  otlier  designation 
or  name  than  tliat  of  Jf>}in  C'k'ik.  lie  attained  tlie  most 
extensive  practice  at  tlio  Scottish  bar,  and  was  in  the  habit  of 
addressing  the  judges  with  as  much  ease  and  homeliness  as 
if  conversmg  at  his  own  fireside.  Henry  Cockburn's  de- 
lineation of  him*  is  one  of  the  most  felicitous  sketches 
ever  penned. 

John  Clerk  was  raised  to  the  bench  in  1823,  tnd  died  at 
his  house  in  Ficardy  Place,  in  1832. 

A  meetin<r  of  the  inhabitants  was  held  in  St 
Andrew's  church,  8th  Januaiy,  1833,  to  hear  an 

account  of  the  progi  ess  made  by  the  Christian  and  inde- 
pendent colony  of  Libc'ria, — ^Lord  Moncrcift'  in  the  chaii*. 
His  lonlsliip  stated  that  Liberia  \s  situated  on  tlie  south-west 
coa.st  of  AlVica.  It  extends  about  two  luuidred  miles,  and  is 
a  negro  colony,  the  objtv-t  }>r'!n(r  to  show  that  that  race  are 
endowfd  with  all  the  capacities  necessary  for  advancing  in 
knowk'ilgc  and  the  arts  of  civilized  life.  Tliey  have  churches 
and  schools,  Mvq  in  peace  and  amity  together,  cultivating 
the  soil — and  the  banner  of  the  slave  trade  has  been  replaced 
by  the  banner  of  the  Cross.  Momoria,  the  capital  of 

*  Cookbuni's  Life  of  Lord  Jeflrey,  toI.  L  p.  200.— A.  and  C.  Bkek. 
1852. 
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Liberia,  baa  3^900  inbabitantcu  A  prime  object  of  the 
colony  was  to  incoxpoiate  with  its  inbabitants  the  emanci- 
pated alaves  firom  the  soathem  provinces  of  the  United 
States. — Francis  Jeflrej,  Lord  Advocate,  and  John  A. 
Mnrray,  also  addressed  the  meeting. 

An  extraordinar3r  accident  occiuTcd  in  Picardy  Place,  at 
the  house  of  tlio  hite  Joliii  Clerk,  Lord  Eldin,  on  IGth 
March,  — The  sale  of  his  fainons  collection  of  pictures 
was  proceeding  by  auction,  wlien  the  floor  of  the  room  sud- 
denly r;:ave  \vaj,  and  nearly  one  hundred  persons  w  ere  pre- 
cipitatetl  into  the  aj>artment  below,  where  they  were  in  great 
danger  of  perishing  from  suftbcation,  but  were  fortunately 
speedily  relieved.  Mr.  Alexander  Smith,  l)anker,  son  of  a 
late  Lord  Provost  of  I'^dinburgh,  was  killed,  and  several 
other  individuals  seriously  injured. 

Few  local  subjects  have  excited  such  unpleasant  feelings 
in  Edinburgh  as  the  Annuity  Tax,  nn  anomalous  mode  by 
which  the  dty  clergy  of  the  Established  church  have  long 
been  paid  their  stipend.  It  consists  of  a  tax  of  six  per  cent, 
levied  on  all  propeity  in  the  city, — and  from  this  impost, 
advocates,  writers  to  the  signet,  and  other  members  of 
the  College  of  Justice,  are  exempted.  In  1833  the  Lord 
Advocate  (Francis  JefFrey)  proposetl  a  Bill,  which  he  could 
liave  carried;  to  do  away  with  thi*?  exemption  of  the  law 
bodies,  but  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  was  held  in  the 
Waterloo  Kooms,  21st  June,  when  it  was  agreed  to  jx  tition 
Parliament  for  the  total  i*epeal  of  the  tax. — The  difficulty  of 
accomplishing  this  object  lay  in  supplying  other  means  for 
pajring  the  clergy,  and  for  this,  vanv)U8  plans  had  been  sug- 
gested, but  so  complicated  are  the  interests  involved,  that 
the  citizens  have  nev^  yet  obteined  an  act  of  Parliament, 
either  to  modify  or  abolish  this  odious  tax,  as  it  brings  the 
interests  of  the  clergy  into  disagreeable  collision  with  the 
people.  Many  of  the  citizens  adopted  a  system  of  passive 
resistance^ — some  firom  religious  scruples,  and  others  main- 
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taintnrr  that  the  last  enactment  regarding  it,  was  irregularly 
or  ilh'gally  obtained. 

The  following  may  be  giren  as  a  spedmen  of  the  rate  of 
local  and  state  taxation  at  this  time^  in  Edinlmrgh.  On  a 
dwelling-bouse  rated  at  £32  per  annum: 


Police  Assessnieut,  la.  3d.  V  X., 

.  £i 

i7 

6 

Bond  Money, 

0 

10 

0 

Land  Tax,  .... 

0 

4 

8 

Annuity  Tax,  and  Impost, 

1 

12 

8 

Poors  Rate  or  Assessment, 

1 

8 

0 

City  Improvements'  Tax, 

0 

18 

0 

Bridewell  Assessment, 

0 

1 

2 

House  Duty,  . 

3 

12 

0 

Window  Tax,            .           ,  , 

1 

0 

0 

Cholera  Assessment, 

1 

2 

6 

Mob  Money, 

.  0 

10 

0 

^12 

16 

6 

Again,  on  a  place  oi  business  rated  at  £170: 

Police  Assessment,  •          .          .    X8    10  0 

Annuity  Tax  and  Impost,  ,           .            9    10  0 

p  i  !!  -  Kate  or  A>se>Mnent,  .            ,  .830 

City  Improvements'  Tax,  .          .           1    14  0 

Cholera  Assessment,  .  .676 

£34     4  6 

But  it  is  to  be  obf^en^cnl  that  these  inrlnde  two  c.rfra- 
ordinary  assessments- — Cholera  and  ^f(»h  Money:  nnd  that 
the  City  Tmprovements'  Tax  existed  only  for  a  limited  num- 
ber of  yeai*s. 

The  system  of  resisting  the  payment  of  the  Annuity  Tnx 
was  carried  so  far  at  this  period^  that  on  10th  August,  1 833, 
Mr.  William  Tait,  the  proprietor  and  publisher  of  Tait's 
Magazine,  was  arrested  for  refusing  payment  of  the  tax,  and 
was  lodged  in  the  Calton  jail;  but  after  three  days*  confine- 
ment, he  paid  the  tax,  and  was  liberated. — ^His  fKends,  who 
viewed  him  as  a  martyr,  gating  uj)  a  procession  on  the 
occasion,  conveyed  him  in  a  carriage  drawn  by  four  horses, 
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to  his  own  YuauB,  wbere  tliey  gave  three  cheen  for  the  Sang 
and  thzee  cheen  for  Mr.  T«t  t  So  much  mterest  did  this 
oocorreiioe  excite  in  Edinburgh,  that  the  Scotsman  nev^ 
paper  had  the  following  special  notice  on  the  oocaaion: 

**  Annuity  Tax, — We  have  stopped  the  press  to  annonnce 
the  fact,  that  our  public-^|)i^ited  townsman,  William  Tait, 
Ksq.,  bookseller,  was  this  niurninff  incarcerated  in  the  Cal- 
ton  jail  for  non-payment  of  this  obnoxious  tax." 

In  the  course  of  the  year  1833,  the  Town  Council  had 
their  attention  specially  called  to  the  state  of  the  city's  pe- 
cuniaiy  affairs,  and  tlie  result  of  many  preliminary  consulta- 
tions was,  that  a  Bill  was  brought  into  Parliamenti  and 
passed  in  the  month  of  August,  entitled  An  Act  to  Ap- 
point Trustees  for  the  Oi^editors  of  the  city  of  Edinburj^h  " 
whereby  six  gentlemen  were  nominated  as  trustees,  and  two 
others  were  appdnted  to  be  chosen  by  the  creditors  them* 
selves.  The  principal  debt  due  by  the  dty  was  £265,000 
borrowed  from  government  for  the  improvement  of  Leith 
harbour  and  docks,  and  for  which  the  rates  and  duties  arising 
from  the  said  harbour  and  docks  had  been  assigned  as  se- 
curity,— the  other  dt*bts  of  the  city  were  chiefly  constituted 
by  sruns  of  monc}' b<'rr!p.vod  and  taken  up  at  interest  and  on 
annuity,  at  various  times;  for  these,  the  trustees  wei'e  now 
authorised  to  issue  city  bonds  negotiable  hy  endorsement, 
and  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  the  sum  of  £400,000. 

When  the  question  of  Parliamentary  Befovm  was  carxied, 
Burgh  Reform  might  be  said  to  follow  as  a  necessary  corol" 
laiy  from  it.  Accordingly,  in  1833,  a  bill  for  the  enfranchise- 
ment of  the  Scottish  burghs,  and  the  abolition  cf  the  sel^ 
election  system  by  Town  Councils,  was  brought  into  Parlia- 
ment, and  speedily  passed  tlie  House  of  Commons.  At  the 
second  reading  in  the  Honse  of  Peers,  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
Brougham,  said  he  had  no  doubt  that  in  the  fifteenth  cen- 
tury the  right  of  election  had  been  vested  in  the  bnigage 
tenants,  and  thnt  though  the  act  of  1469  made  a  material 
change,  the  systi'in  of  seli-electiou  continued — the  only  bem- 


Digitized  by  Google 


432 


HISTORY  OF  EDINBURGH. 


blaiice  of  a  popular  election  was  that  of  the  Deacons  of  the 
Trades.  He  said  the  Ainds  of  the  Corporation  of  Edinhurgh 
might  be  estimated  at  £52,000  a-year.    The  Bill  peceiTed 

the  royal  assent  in  Aiiixust,  18ti.l,  aiid  tlie  first  public  nieet- 
iwff  for  the  election  of  a  member  of  tlie  Town  Council  nnder 
tlie  new  act,  was  that  of  the  Guildn,"  of  tlie  city,  held  in  the 
Tron  cliurch,  20th  September,  Ib'S-^,  Nvlien  about  three 
hundred  guild  brethren  assembled.  1'liis  body  consisted  of 
nearly  one  thousand  members^  it  might  be  said  of  the  elite 
of  the  citizens.  Their  powers  as  a  coi-poration  had  long 
been  allowed  to  fall  into  desuetude.  Vaiious  unsuccessful 
attempts  had  been  made  to  restore  them  in  1817-18.  Of 
these  proceedings  Mr.  Adam  Black  read  a  report,  and  this 
meeting  elected  J.  F.  M'Farlane,  Esq.,  as  secretary  to  the 
GuildiT,  and  at  a  subsequent  meeting  on  15th  October, 
John  Macfie,  Es(|.,  was  elected  Dean  of  Guild,  being  the 
first-elected  representative  of  the  citizens,  at  the  board  of  the 
refornjcd  Towti  Council.  The  city  being  now  divided  into 
five  niuuicijjal  districts,  the  poll  or  popular  election  of  the 
members  of  the  new  Town  Couiiril  to^.k  place,  t'jth  Novem- 
ber, 1833.  They  aft*  n\ard»  nu  t  and  cliose  from  their  num- 
ber the  Lord  Provost  and  MaLM>t rates — and  KUinburgh 
quickly  settled  down  under  the  new  regime. 

The  electors  of  the  city  gave  a  public  dinner  to  their  two 
new  members,  Francis  JeftVeyj  Lord  Advocate,  and  the 
lion.  James  Abercromby,  in  the  Waterloo  Rooms,  Glh  No- 
vember, 1833 — }klr*  Adam  Black  in  the  chair.  Upwards  of 
three  hundred  were  present  Jeffrey  and  Abercromby  ren- 
dered on  this  occasion  to  their  constituents  an  account  of 
their  stewardshij)  for  the  short  period  they  had  represented 
them  in  Parliament. 


James  Balluiitvne  was  lorn  in  Kel.>o  1772,  where 

1833. 

lie  started  the  Kelso  AXail  newspaper,  and  lium  liis 
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provincial  press  gave  a  new  and  improved  tone  to  the  style  of 
printing  in  SootlancL  He  early  became  the  intimate  friend  of 
Sir  Walter  Soott,  and  printed  tbe '  Mtostrelsy  of  the  Scottish 
Border.'  BaUantyne  removed  to  EdinVaigh  in  1805,  where 
he  became  the  printer  of  all  the  world  of  hk  distinguished 
friend,  the  author  of  Waveiley.  On  the  occasion  of  each 
of  these  productions  being  published,  Ballantjme  gave  a 
dinner  at  bis  boose,  in  St.  John  Street,  to  a  distingnished 
circle,  which  occasionally  included  the  Duke  of  Buccleach, 
as  well  as  eminent  litterateurs.  Sir  Walter  Scott  became 
bis  partner  in  the  Edinburgh  Printing  concern,  but  on  the 
nmiortunes  of  Constable  and  Co.  in  liJ26,  bis  firm  became 
insolvent.  Ballantyne  died  in  1833,  He  was  for  a  con- 
siderable period  Editor  of  the  Ediii  burgh  Weekly  Journal 
newspaper. 


Sir  WBtiOim  MarleoH  Samtstsiie. 

1^  Sir  William  Madeod  Bannatyne  was  bom  in 
1742,  passed  Advocate  in  1765.  Along  with  Henry 
Madcensie  and  other  Edinburgh  literati  of  the  day,  he  con- 
triboted  both  to  the  Mirror  and  the  Lounger,  and  he  was 
one  of  the  original  institntors  of  the  Highland  Society  of 
Scotland.  He  was  promoted  to  the  bench  as  Lord  Bannatyne 
in  1799,  from  whicb  be  retired  in  1^23.  lie  was  looked  on 
as  one  of  the  best  specimens  of  a  gentleman  of  the  old  school 
in  Edinburc;li  society.  lie  long  redded  at  Wiiiteford  House, 
Canongate,  where  he  died  in  1333. 


Dr.  John  Inglis,  long  leader  of  the  Moderate 
party  in  the  Church  of  Scotland,  was  born  in  Perth- 
shire.  He  became  minister  of  Tibbermuir  in  1786,  and 
colleague  in  the  New  Greyfiriars,  Edinburgh,  to  Dr  Erskine, 

the  l«iider  of  the  other  party  in  the  Church  of  Scotland  in 

2  s 
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1799.  He  brouglit  out  an  able  ToUime  on  the  <  Evidences 
of  Christianity*  in  1830.  He  was  one  of  the  principal  ori- 
ginators of  the  Scottish  Missions  in  India — was  Moderator 
of  the  General  Assembly  in  1804,  ami  died  2d  Junuarfi 
1834.  From  his  great  intellectoal  power,  he  wonld  have 
made  a  distingubhed  advocate  or  statesman.  Of  iniatrina- 
tion  he  had  ahnost  none — ^purc  latiorination  was  liis  forte. 
His  two  sons  are  .Jolin  Iii^lis,  late  Lord  Advocate,  and 
prcse>nt  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Advocates,  and  Henry  M. 
Inglis,  W.  8. 

A  public  nieotmfr  of  Dissenters  and  other  inhabi- 
tants opposed  to  Church  Establishments,  was  held 
10th  Februar}-,  1834,  in  Dr.  Peddic  s  chapel,  Bristo  Street, 
— Mr.  Adam  Black  in  the  chair.  A  memorial  was  adopted 
to  Earl  Grey  and  other  members  of  Government,  praying 
for  the  separation  of  Church  and  State. 

A  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  for  the  purpose  of  petitioning 
PaHiament  for  the  abolition  of  the  Com  Laws^  was  held  in 
the  Cowrrate  chapel,  14th  March,  1834, — the  Lord  Pro- 
vost, Spittal,  in  the  chair.  Resolutions  and  petitions  in 
I'avuur  of  Free  Trade  were  unanimously  adopted. 

Another  mcetinsj  of  the  inhabitants  was  held  in  the 
Wateilou  Rooms,  April,  iSiVi, — the  Lonl  Provost  in 
the  chair.  The  ol>jert  was  to  petiti»»n  both  iiouses  of  Parlia- 
ment to  remove  all  the  civil  disabilities,  under  which  the 
Jews  laboured.    Petitions  to  that  effect  were  adopted. 

Afler  the  keen  struifgle  for  Parliamentary  Reform,  in 
which  the  country  had  been  engaged,  and  the  triumph  of 
liberal-conservative  principles  of  government,  the  political 
position  of  an  intellectnal  city  like  Edinburgh  was  con- 
sidered of  gieat  importance  to  the  stability  of  the  cabinet,  at 
the  head  of  which  Earl  Grey  was  placed,  and  two  such  men 
as  Jeffiey  and  Abercromby  having  been  chosen  by  over- 
whelming majorities  of  the  ESdinburgh  constituency  as  their 
representatives  in  Parliament,  was  justly  held  aa  strongly 
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indicatiTe  of  the  support  of  Scotland.  Consequently,  when 
in  May,  1834,  Jeffi*ey  was  elevated  to  the  jiidicial  bench, 

the  utmost  anxiety  was  felt  regarding  the  choice  of  his  suc- 
cessor.   The  Tories  were  determined  to  make  every  exer- 
tion to  obtain  one  of  the  seats,  aiui  started  Mj*.  John  Licar- 
niontb,  the  late  Lord  Provost — the  Radicals  brought  forwai'd 
Mr.  James  Aytoun,  advocate.    The  Wiiigs  and  the  sup- 
porters of  the  existing  goveniment  were  at  iaiilt  in  not 
having  fixed  on  any  individual.    Lord  Byron's  iellow  tra- 
veller.  Sir  John  Cam  Hobhouse,  had  been  rejected  for 
Westminster,  and  the  government  officials  ^v('re  in  favour  of 
adopting  him  as  their  candidate.   Sir  John  Campbell,  the 
son  of  a  Scottish  cleigyman,  who  had  dimbed  the  ladder  of 
fortune  by  his  own  talents  and  indostiy — ^fiist,  as  a  pailia- 
mentaiy  reporter,  and  then  as  an  English  barrister,  till  he 
had  now  attained  the  high  position  of  Attorney  General, 
and  been  the  legal  adviser  of  government  on  tiie  Beform 
Bill, — had  recently  lost  his  election  at  Dudley — his  official 
friends  were  afraid  to  start  him  for  Eiiinbur«j;li,  considering 
that  a  second  defeat  there  miglit  be  seriously  damaging  to 
the  ministry.    Considerable  discussion  arose  on  this  subject 
at  a  meeting  held  in  Merchants  Hall,  12th  May,  1834. 
Those  who  were  in  favour  of  C'ampl>ell,  were  left  in  a  small 
minority;  and  Hobhouse  was  requested  to  come  forward. 
Ue  declined  the  invitation;  and  this  greatly  increased  tlie 
anxiety  of  the  government  party,  who  were  tremnloos  about 
being  able  to  carry  Campbell^  and  seriously  ptt>poaed  to 
leave  the  electimi  to  a  contest  between  the  Tories  and  the 
Badicals,  At  a  smaller  meeting  held  in  the  Council  Cham- 
ber, on  15th  May,  the  Lord  Provost,  Spittal,  in  the  chair, 
Sir  Thomas  Dick  Lauder,  the  Solicitor  General,  Henry 
Cochbom,  and  a  few  others  present, — an  individual  well 
acquainted  with  the  political  feelings  of  the  citizens  presented 
a  vitliuius  of  what  might  be  Iield  a.s  the  probable  result  of 
this  election  if  they  agreed,  as  he  urged  them,  tu  adopt 
Campbell  as  their  candidate.    It  was  as  follows: 
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Aytonn,  .        .  700 

LeumonChf  1,600 
Oampbellf  ,  S,200 

4,400 

After  very  anzioiu  and  hesitating  deliberation^  Heniy 
Cockbora  asking  in  his  naive  and  witty  style,  if  the  adviser 
would  guarantee  that  re8alt.-^ampbell  was  brought  for- 
ward. This  election  being  so  keenlj  contested,  and  deemed 
of  such  vital  importance  to  the  existence  of  tlie  government, 
led  to  the  greatest  excitement  tlirou<;litnit  the  city,  and  the 
reports  of  the  state  of  the  poll  each  hour  were  anxiously 
waited  for  by  crowds.  The  result  of  first  day's  polling,  30tli 
May,  was: 

Campbell,  .  .  1,554 

I^nArmonth,  .  .  1,229 
Aytotm,  .  423 

3,206 

The  second  and  final  day,  was  31st  May,  when  Campbell's 
election  was  carried  by  the  following  result  of  votes: 

Campbell,  .  .  1,932 
LoamioDth,       .  •  1,402 

Aytonn,  .  480 

8,814 

This  year,  the  representative  of  the  Sovereign,  I-.or(l  Bel- 
liaven,  at  the  General  Asseinl)ly  of  the  Churcli  of  Scotland, 
instead  of  entertaining  the  menihers,  tlie  nobility,  and  gen- 
try at  dinner  daily,  during  the  sitting  of  the  Assembly,  at  a 
hotel — as  for  many  yeai  s  had  been  the  use  and  wont,  held 
these  official  entertainments  at  the  palace  of  Ilolyrood. 
This  arrangement  was  in  good  taste. 

John  Archibald  Murray,  a  well-known  and  popular  citi- 
zen of  Edinbuigh,  succeeded  Francis  Jeffrey  as  Lord  Advo- 
cate, and  was  on  2d  June,  1834,  elected  representative  for 
Leith  in  Parliament. 

The  election  of  a  member  iR>r  Edinburgh  was  scarcely 
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over,  when  a  new  election  was  rendered  necessary,  by  Mr. 
Abercromby's  becoming  %  member  of  the  cabinet^  having 
aooqyted  the  office  of  Master  of  the  Mint,  on  the  secession 
of  Mr*  Stanley,  (now  fieri  of  Derby,)  Sir  James  Graham, 
the  Earl  of  Bipon,  and  the  Dnke  cf  Richmond  from  the 
ministry,  they  having  objected  to  what  was  called  the  ap- 
propriatioB  clause  of  the  earploa  fnnds  of  the  Irish  chuidi 
ibr  the  edncation  of  the  people. — Mr,  Abercromby  Again 
offered  himself  as  a  candidate,  and  in  his  address  to  the 
electors,  said;  "I  should  deceive  you,  if  I  were  now  to 
state,  that  while  in  office  my  votes  would  on  all  occasions 
be  such  as  i  might  be  disposed  to  give  if  I  were  alto- 
gether unconnected  with  office.  Union  is  essential  to  the 
auccess  of  every  government,  and  no  man  who  acts  in 
concert  with  others,  can  expect  that  his  particular  opinion 
ehould  always  prevaiL  I  could  not  with  consistency  or 
honour  have  accepted  office  unless  I  entertained  a  confident 
and  conscientious  belief  that  the  measures  of  the  Adminis- 
tration win,  in  essential  points,  be  such  as  I  should  willingly 
have  supported  when  acting  as  a  Member  of  Parliament 
If  my  expeetatians  as  to  the  measures  ci  the  Ministers  shall 
be  realized,  my  means  of  usefiilness  will  be  increased — ^if  I 
find  that  I  have  been  mistaken  or  too  sanguine  in  my  esti- 
mate of  their  future  conduct,  I  shall  be  ready  to  retire." 
The  nomination  took  j)lace  23d  Jnne,  1834,  when  Mr. 
Ahercromby  was  unanimously  re-elected. 

A  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  was  held  in  the  Waterloo 
Hotel,  15th  July,  1834, — Sir  David  Aiiine  in  the  chair, — for 
the  purpose  of  considering  the  propriety  of  the  formation  of 
a  deep-watei'  pier  at  Granton.  Now  that  steam  navigation 
was  becoming  so  universal,  a  great  want  of  low-water  wharves 
for  steam  vessels  was  felt  at  Leith.  If  the  inhabitants  of 
EkUnbuigh  were  in  &vour  of  such  an  undertaking,  the 
Dnke  of  Buodeuch  was  ready  to  come  ftrwaid  with  the 
large  fhnds  requisite  for  the  expense  attending  the  construc- 
tion of  a  pier  aft  Qianton*— The  meeting  was  in  favour  of 
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the  {)laii,  and  after  the  lapse  of  ten  years,  nearly  a  quarter 
of  a  million  has  been  laid  out  on  the  eoTistriu'tion  of  the  ex- 
tensive works  at  Granton,  and  the  pier  and  harbour  there, 
liavc  been  tbuud  of  great  advantage  to  the  Scuttii»h  ine* 
ti*opoli8. 

Some  excitement  occurred  in  the  city,  23d  July,  1834, 
by  the  extensive  private  banking  faonse  of  Kinnear,  Smitii, 
and  Co.,  unexpectedly  suspending  payment. — ^Their  debts 
were  £305,000,  and  the  assets  stated  to  be  £204,000.  This 
was  followed  the  succeeding  month  by  a  similar  catastrophe 
})nppenin<r  with  Robert  Allan  and  Son,  also  respectable 
bankers.  These  occurrences  might  be  said  almost  to  put  an 
end  to  private  bankin^r  in  Edinburgh, —joint-stock  banks 
liaving  now  increased  and  aiibrding  additional  iatety  to  the 
public. 

Earl  Grey  haviuij  rethed  fj-oin  public  life,  after  liaving 
been  at  tlie  helm  of  atl'airs  as  prime  minister  for  nearly  four 
years,  a  meeting  was  held  in  the  Waterloo  Hotel,  Ifith 
August,  1^34,  to  invite  him  to  a  public  dinner  in  Edinburgh, 
as  an  expression  of  regard  for  his  services.  A  requisition  to 
that  e£^t  was  signed  by  upwards  of  seven  hundred  inhabi- 
tants, and  Lord  Grey  accepted  the  invitation.  The  attend- 
ance at  this  festival  was  expected  to  be  so  nnmerons,  that 
no  existing  building  seemed  equal  in  extent  to  the  occasion, 
therefore  Mr.  Thomas  Hamilton,  architect,  was  requested 
to  erect  a  temporary  pavilion  adjoining  the  High  School  hr 
this  great  gathering. 

Tlie  British  Association  for  the  Advaucemeut  of  Science, 
%vas  tonned  at  York  in  IH.'U,  ajid  lield  its  fourtli  annual 
meeting  in  Edinburgh,  and  brought  a  considerable  influx 
of  strangers,  mul  li^tinguished  literary  characters,  drawn 
j>artly  by  tlie  reputation  of  the  Mo<k'i*n  Athens,  and 
many  to  t^ike  their  usual  place  at  the  meetings  of  this  emi- 
nent Institute.  The  Association  met,  8th  September, 
1834.  There  was  a  sort  of  literary  levee  at  tlie  Rogral 
Institution  buildings  on  the  Mound  in  the  morpiAg,  where 
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some  hundreds  were  assenililetl.  In  the  aiternnon,  three 
hundred  of  tlte  members  dined  together  at  the  Hope- 
toun  Itooms^  Queen  Street,  and  in  the  evening  the  fint 
g^nend  meeting  took  place  in  the  Assembly  Kooms,  Geoxjge 
Street.  Professor  Sedgwick,  a  iiuui  of  genius  and  condder- 
aUe  oratorical  power,  ihe  preddent  of  the  fenner  year, 
addressed  the  asaeinhly.  In  allading  to  the  lame  which 
BIdiuburgh  had  attasoed  as  a  seat  of  kaming  and  science, 
he  remarked  that  the  monuments  of  Boms,  Playfiur,  and 
Stewart,  erected  since  he  hat  had  visited  the  city,  he  viewed 
witlj  far  more  pleasure — memorials  as  they  were  of  peaceful 
triumphs — than  tho:>e  to  \varrii)rs  who  hud  fought  the  battles 
of  their  country;  bcin^  conneeted  neither  with  shrieks,  nor 
waihngs,  hrurt-breakings,  or  bh>od.  lie  then  vacated  the 
chair,  which  was  taken  by  Sir  Thomas  Brisbane,  the  pre- 
sident for  the  current  year.  Next  day  the  Town  Council 
presented  the  freedom  of  the  city  to  four  distinguished  phi- 
losophers, who  had  arrived  to  attend  tltc  association — Arago, 
the  celebrated  Frencli  astronomer,  Dr.  Dalton  from  Man- 
Chester,  Proftssaor  Moli  of  Utrecht,  and  Dr.  Brown  of  Aher- 
deen.  On  tliat  day,  the  Association  divided  into  sectionsi, 
and  met  at  tlie  Univenity,  where  each  had  a  large  dass-room 
appropriated  to  its  proceedings,  and  after  as  busy  and  bnst- 
liug  a  week  among  the  savans  as  Edinbnigh  had  ever  wit- 
nessed, the  last  meeting  of  the  Association  was  held  in  the 
College  Library  Hall,  on  13th  September,  wlien  Henry 
Lord  Brougham,  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Enghmd,  de- 
livered a  very  beautiful  oration  on  men  cultivating  the 
arts  of  peace,  probably  one  of  tlie  finest  of  liis  oratorical 
efforts,  lie  said,  Allow  nie,  gentlemen,  to  detain  you  for  a 
moment,  to  say,  that  I  look  upon  this  as  one  of  the  most 
important,  perhaps  unquestionably,  of  all  the  benefits  this 
Association  is  calculated  to  bestow,  that  It  bringa  together 
men  of  science  and  literatoie  from  every  quarter  of  the 
world, — ^fbr  in  proportion  as  men  know  one  another,  they 
cultivate  the  more  fraqnent  habits  of  intezoonrse,  especially 
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if  their  intimacy  exists  on  grontids  so  matnal  as 
they  who  devote  thenuelTes  to  science  ere  of  no  conntiy, 
and  over  them  the  angxy  blast  and  tempest  of  war  rages  in- 
nocnons,  stamped  as  their  puxsnits  are  with  the  greatest  of 
all  objects,  which  human  rulers  ought  to  have  in  vieW|  I 
mean  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  good  will  among  men. 
It  has  oftentimes  been  remarked,  that  war  is  a  game  at 
which,  if  [>et>ple  were  wise,  governments  would  not  often 
play,  and  it  has  been  also  said  of  men  that  the  longer  they 
live,  they  feel  more  clearly  that  life  is  too  short  to  be  spent 
in  personal  strife;  so  the  world  has  got  too  old  and  expe- 
rienced to  bear  war.  There  is  no  duty  more  sacred  and  im- 
perative than  to  promote,  by  every  means,  that  peace  which 
ought  to  bind  the  great  family  of  mankind  in  all  its  depart- 
ments and  institutions.** 

It  were  well  if  these  sentiments  were  impressed  on  the 
minds  of  eveiy  ruler  and  people  on  earth,  ^en  wars  and 
rumours  of  wars  would  cease  I 

At  the  reception  of  Earl  Grey,  15th  September,  1S84| 
Edinburgh  presented  a  gay  and  crowded  appearance,  simi- 
lar  to  the  King's  visit  in  1822.  On  his  arrival  in  the  fore- 
noon, acconij)anied  by  a  train  of  about  fifty  horsemen,  and 
nuuieiDus  private  carriages,  he  visited  the  Lord  IVovost  at 
his  house  at  Newington.  He  then  went  to  the  Waterloo 
Hotel,  where  seventy  addresses  of  congratulation  were 
presented  to  him,  and  the  freedom  of  the  city  in  a  mag- 
nificent gold  box.  In  the  evening  the  grand  Grey  festival 
at  the  pavilion  took  place,  a  scene  from  its  extent  probably 
quite  unparalleled  in  Britain, — ^the  Earl  of  Rosebeiy  in  the 
chair.  Earl  Grey  on  his  right,  supported  by  the  Marquis 
of  Breadalbane,  the  Earl  of  Errol  and  Lord  Lynedoch; 
and  on  his  left  the  Lord  Chancellor  (Brougham),  the  Lofd 
Provost,  Comit  Flahault,  and  the  Earl  of  Durham.  Up- 
wards of  two  thousand  gentlemen  were  present,  and  a  gay 
display  of  ladies  in  the  gallery. — ^The  whole  affiiir  was  con- 
ducted in  the  mofit  splendid  style. 
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Wflliam  Blackwoody  the  eminent  £dinlni]|i^  pnb- 
IttbeTy  was  bom  there  20th  Deoember,  1776.  He 
was  an  apj^rentice  with  the  firm  of  Bell  and  Bfadfiitfl!,  and 
became  fiunons  for  a  knowledge  of  old  books.  He  started 
his  Marine  in  April,  1817,  and  though  Wilson  and 
Lockhait  were  the  chief  contributing  spirits,  Ebony  him- 
self always  acted  as  Editor.  He  witi  a  man  of  activity 
and  good  abilities,  though  with  a  certain  brustiuerie  of  man- 
ner.  He  died  iUth  September,  1834. 

Thomas  Telford,  the  &mona  engineer,  was  bom  in 
Dnmfnes-shire  1755^  of  hnmble  parentage.  When 
a  jonng  man  he  used  to  write  poetiy  in  Rnddiman's  Edin* 
burgh  Weekly  Magazine.  He  went  to  London,  and  was 
employed  under  Sir  William  Chambers,  the  eminent  ar- 
chitect. His  name  became  immortalized  by  his  great  en- 
gineering works.  Probably  the  ^lenai  bridf^e  was  the  greatest 
etiurt  of  his  genius;  by  it  the  mainland  was  connected  with 
the  island  of  Anglesoa.  It  wjis  one  of  the  most  stupendoiL<i 
modern  undertakings.  Tlie  Caledonian  Canal,  the  St. 
Catherine's  Docks  at  London,  and  his  Highland  roads  and 
bndges,  are  among  his  other  grsat  works.  He  died  in  Lon- 
don, September,  1834. 

A  meetmg  of  the  rate-pajers  of  Annnil?^  Tax  and  Pool's 
Money  was  held  in  St.  Andrews  church,  17th  October, 
1834,— the  Lord  Fkovost  in  the  chair, — when  resolatioiis 
were  adopted  in  faTonr  of  the  abolition  of  the  Annuity  Tax, 

and  of  the  exemption  of  the  College  of  Justice  from  the 
Poors*  Money,  and  other  city  taxes. 

The  second  annual  election  of  Council lors  under  the 
Burgh  Keibrin  Act,  took  place  4th  November,  1634,  and 
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fxclted  coiisMt-raljIe  interest;  the  ck-ciions  hinmn<*  verr 
much  from  the  quotions  atritatctj  at  the  lime,  on  whether 
the  caiuliilatcs  weiv  h\  favour  uf  ecclesia-sticaJ  establislmients^ 
or  voluiitaries, — the  latter  having  roused  a  keen  voluntary 
tliscussioii  throughout  Scotland,  and  espec  ially  in  Edinburgh^ 
wliere  tliey  were  ansioas  to  obtain  a  majority  in  the  Town 
Council.  The  supporters  of  establishuieuts  gained  partiall}'y 
in  the  result  of  this  election. 

On  the  retirement  of  Earl  Grey,  in  July,  1634,  Viscount 
Melboome  became  prime  minister,  and  in  November  of  the 
same  year,  Lord  Melbourne  was  unexpectedly  dismissed, 
and  the  reins  of  go\  ernment  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Duke  of  Wellington.  Thi^  iiitelli^'ence  excited  great  surprise 
in  E<-llfiIjuri:ii.  and  a  numt  rous  mcetiui:  of  the  inliahitant^? 
was  iield  in  the  ( ir.i-^iiiarki  t,  21st  November,  to  con- 

sider the  proja  it  ty  of  addre<sin<;  his  Majesty  on  the  subject 
of  the  change  f>f  ministry.  Tlie  I^ord  Provost  presided. 
An  address  to  the  King  was  adopted,  "  entreating  his  Maj^y 
to  exclude  the  Duke  of  Wellington  from  his  councOs,  and  to 
admit  to  tliem  none  but  men  determinetl  to  extirpate  every 
abnse,  and  thus  give  to  the  country  all  the  benefits  it  has  a 
right  to  expect  from  Beform  in  Parliamenly  and  pnyuig 
tliat  his  Majesty  would  be  pleased  to  assemble  ParliaoMnt 
withoat  delay,  in  order  to  take  its  adrioe  in  the  present 
momentous  and  alarming  state  of  public  afl&irs." 


Thomas  Pringle  was  bom  in  RoxbnrLdi shire, 
1789.  lie  studied  at  the  University  of  Edinburgh, 
and  was  aftenvards  employed  in  the  Register  House  in 
Edinburgh  on  the  public  records.  Ilis  ^  Poetic  Mirror ' 
appeared  in  1816,  and  tlie  following  year  be  became  editor 
of  the  Edinburgh  Monthly  Mag^ne,  which,  from  some 
literal^  squabbles  that  arose  connected  with  it,  led  to  the 
commenoemenl  of  Blackwood**  Magian^  and  he  then  be- 
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ctmSf  with  Mr.  Cleghonii  joint  editor  of  CoD8table*s  Maga- 
«De^  and  of  the  Star  newspaper.  His  ^Autumnal  £x- 
cnnifn),  or  Sketclies  in  Teviotdaley*  waa  pubUshed  in  1819. 
He  emigrated  to  Africa  in  1820,  and  bad  charge  of  tlie 
government  lihraiy  at  Cape  Town.  In  1827  be  became 
secretary  to  the  Anti-Slaveiy  Society,  London.  His  *  Afri- 
can Sketches'  appeared  in  1834,  and  he  dif?d  that  year 
in  London.  His  poetical  works,  with  a  lite  by  Leitcli 
Kitchie,  were  published  in  1639. 

The  Duke  of  Wellijigton  advised  the  King  to  commit  tlie 
ibrniation  of  a  new  niinistrj'  to  bir  Robert  Peel,  who  ac- 
cordingly became  pnme  minister,  and  on  !^9th  December, 
1834,  the  existing  Parliament  was  dissolved.  An  intensely 
keen  political  struggle  now  ensued  throughout  the  country. 
Mr.  Abercromby  and  Sir  John  Campbell  again  came  for- 
ward for  Edinbuigb.  The  former,  in  bis  address  to  tbe 
constitnency  on  this  occasion,  said,  ^<  Tbe  ministers  of  tbe 
Crown,  in  having  reconne  to  tbe  measnre  of  dissolution, 
have  given  anquestianable  proof  that  they  do  not  think  that 
tbe  opinions  which  they  profess,  and  the  measures  which 
they  intend  to  propose,  would  entitle  them  to  the  conBdenoe 
and  support  of  the  ]>resent  House  of  Commons." — The  op- 
ponents of  these  gentlemen  were  Mr.  Learraonth  and  Lord 
Kam&iv,  (the  present  Marquis  of  Dalhousie,  Governor  Gen- 
eral of  India,)  a  young  nobleman  of  considerable  ability  and 

LiL>iii(  Ss-talent.    The  election  took  place  14tli  tlanu- 
1885.  ,  ,  ,       .       ,  # 

arj',  1830 ;  the  result  was  the  triumphant  return  of 

Abercromby  and  Campbell,  tbe  final  state  of  tbe  poll  being: 

Abercromby,  •  3,963 

CampbeU,     ,  .  .  «,8S8 

Rinisny,       .  .  .  1,716 

Ixiaruionth,  .  .  1,608 

At  tbe  meeting  of  tbe  new  Pailiaroent»  the  first  great 
struggle  was  on  tbe  eboioe  of  Speaker  of  tbe  House  of  Com- 
mons. Tbe  Bif^t  Hon.  James  Abercrombji  tbe  member 
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for  Edinbmghi  was  proposed  against  Sir  Charles  Manners 
Sutton,  tlie  ministerial  candidate.  Great  anxielj  was  felt 
about  the  resolt,  and  there  rarely  had  been  such  a  full  at- 
tendance of  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  as  at  this 
election,  19th  February,  1835*  The  numbers  on  the  divi- 
sion were : 


Mr.  Abercromby  was  tlien  installed  at  the  head  of  the  Com- 
mons of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  The  citizens  of  £din- 
burgh;  it  need  scarcely  be  remarked,  were  gratified  to  see 
their  choice  of  a  member  thus  ratified, 

A  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  was  held  in  the  Waterloo 
Rooms,  9th  April,  1835,  when  the  following  resolutioos 
were  adopted:  That  the  meeting  are  deeply  impressed  with 
the  justice  and  wisdom  of  the  resolutions  lately  passed  by 
the  House  of  Commons,  for  appropriating  the  surplus 
revenue  of  the  Irish  church  to  the  education  of  the  people 
of  Ireland;  and  as  his  Majesty's  consent  is  understood  to  be 
neccssar}'  to  the  introduction  of  a  legislative  measure  to  that 
eitect,  that  an  humble  address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty, 
praying  him  not  only  to  give  Iiis  gracious  sanction  to  the 
proposition,  but  to  call  to  his  councils  such  men  as  an 
honestly  disposed  to  cany  that  and  other  liberal  measures  into 
effect;  and  believing  that  the  late  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Commons  will,  if  fairly  acted  upon,  tend  to  promote  the  in- 
terests of  true  religion  in  Irehmd,  and  thereby  to  secure  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  that  distracted  country,  and  of  the 
empire  at  large;  agree  to  present  a  petition  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  prayintj  them  to  adopt  measures  witliout  delay, 
calculated  to  carry  their  resolution  into  i'lU  L  tlect."  This 
question  was  agitating  the  House  of  Connnons,  and  the 
evening  prior  to  this  meeting,  Sir  Robert  Peel  announced 
to  the  House  that  he  and  his  colleagues  in  the  ministry, 


For  Mr.  Alxsrcromby, 
For  Six  C.  M.  Stttton, 
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finding  they  did  not  poaaess  the  confidence  of  the  Honae^ 
had  resided. 

The  question  of  the  amonnt  of  chnrch  accommodation  at 

this  time  in  Edinbui^h  and  thronghout  Scotland,  excited 
considerable  attention;  a  meetincj  oi"  the  friends  of  the 
Ciiurch  of  Scotland  favourable  to  chnrch-extension,  was 
held  in  the  Assembly  Kooms,  Georire  Street,  15th  April, 
1835, — Lord  Bel  haven  in  the  chair, — and  a  counter  meet- 
ing was  held  in  Kose  Street  chapel  the  following  day, 
of  the  Voluntaries,  and  those  opposed  to  any  further  grant 
£rom  the  national  funds  for  tlie  porpoae  of  endowing 
additional  places  of  worship  in  connexion  with  the  JElsta- 
blished  dinrch|  each  adopting  strong  leaolutiona  on  the 
anhject. 

Visconnt  Melbonme  having  now  again  formed  a  ministry^ 
and  Sir  John  Campbell  being  reappointed  to  the  office  of 

Attorney-General,  he  had  to  go  through  the  ordeal  of  a  new 
election  for  Etlinburgh,  and  on  30th  April,  1835,  he  was 
unaninioii.sly  re-elected. 

In  the  in  iith  of  duly,  1835,  the  citizens  of  Kdinburrrh 
proposed  again  to  invite  Lord  Brougham  to  a  public  enter- 
tainment, and  a  recpiisition  to  liitn  was  iti  circulation,  couched 
in  the  following  terms:  "My  Lord,  We,  the  undersigned^ 
anxious  to  testify  our  deep  sense  of  your  zealous  and  splen- 
did efforts  in  the  cause  of  education — a  cause  identified  with 
the  best  and  highest  interests  of  mankind,  have  to  request 
that  your  lordship  will  fayour  us  with  your  presence  at  a 
public  dinner,  to  be  held  in  this  catjf  at  such  time  as  will  be 
most  suitable  to  your  lordship's  conyenience. — ^We  haye  the 
honour  to  be,  my  Lord.** 

This  was  not  courting  favour  with  the  powers  that  be, 
tijr  at  this  period  Brougham  was  out  of  office,  but  it  seeuKil 
to  create  some  alarm  among  the  leading  Whig  politicians  of 
the  day,  for  they  urged  on  the  parties  who  were  arranging 
this  matter  to  withdraw  it  for  the  present,  as  it  might  em- 
barrass the  ministry — he  being  a  man  $m  ^<m,  they  could 
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not  depend  on  what  conrse  he  might  pursue  on  such  an  oc- 
casion. These  persons,  however,  learned  that  the  feelings 
of  the  citizens  of  Edinburgh  were  very  strong  in  fiLvocir  of 
Lord  Brougham,  and  that  two  thousand  respectable  names 
could  easily  have  been  obtained  to  the  requisition,  and  the 
object  was  not  political,  but  on  account  of  his  great  services 
in  the  cause  of  education, 

Etlinburcli  nt.  this  time  seems  to  have  been  proud  of  her 
euianci|)att.'(l  jtolilical  conditiuii,  for  on  the  House  of  Peers 
refusinix  to  rro  into  committee  on  tlie  Eiii^li.sli  Municipal 
Reform  Bill,  a  uieetin^^  of  tlie  inliabitants  was  held  in  the 
Waterloo  Rooms,  12th  August,  1835, — the  Lord  Provost 
in  the  chair, — when  a  petition  wns  adopted  to  the  Lords, 
urging  them  to  pass  the  Bill,  and  this  petition  was  signed 
by  17,636  petwns. 

fir.  ^|oma0  ^'Crtr. 

Thomas  M*Crie,  the  biographer  of  John  Knox, 

was  born  at  Dunse,  November,  1772,  His  father 
■was  a  maniit  I  tiirer  thore.  He  entered  the  Universitv  of 
Edini>ur^}i,  Dtm  iiilK  T,  llss,  where  he  was  delighted  with 
the  eloquence  of  Dugald  Stewart.  In  1791  he  taught  a 
school  at  Brechin,  where  he  used  to  anuisi  himself  plaving 
at  draughts  with  an  old  flax^dresser,  and  while  in  that  city 
lie  joined  in  the  bond  for  renewing  the  National  Covenant 
of  Scotland,  and  the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant.  In 
1795  he  was  licensed  as  a  preacher,  and  became  minister  of 
the  Associate  congregation  in  the  Potterrow,  Edinburgh,  the 
following  year.  He  published,  in  concert  with  his  friend 
Mr.  Whytoek  of  Dalkdth,  a  Dialogue  on  Faith.  In  1810 
he  officiated  in  a  chapel  at  the  foot  of  Carmbbei's  Close,  and 
three  years  afterwanls  opened  the  Meeting-house  in  West 
];  K  iiiiKind  Street,  which  continued  the  ]>lace  of  liLs  pulpit 
nutvistrations  till  his  death.  lie  became  editor  of  the 
Christian  Magazine  in  ItiOG.    His  ^  Life  of  i^ox '  appeared 
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in  NoTember,  1811.  He  preflented  the  great  Soottiah  Ke- 
fonnei's  chencter  In  a  new  and  true  light — Jeflfrey,  with 
his  iMiial  discrimination,  saw  the  great  merit  of  the  work, 

and  hy  his  criticism  on  it  in  the  Edinburgh  Revieic  the  ibl- 
hnving  yeau*,  first  broiii^ht  M'CJric  from  his  obscuiity  into  a 
high  phice  its  a  liistorian  in  tiie  public  c^e,  and  the  Quarterly 
followed  in  the  same  wake.  In  lbl3  he  received  the  d^ree 
of  D.D.  from  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  At  the  request 
of  his  friend  Dr.  Andrew  Thomson,  be  reviewed  the  Tales 
of  niy  Landlord  in  the  Chrutkm  Iniliruetar  in  181 7^  and  his 
critique  on  them  made  a  great  sensation  in  Edinbufgh,  and 
had  such  an  efiecty  thai  Sir  Walter  Scott  bad  to  defend  his 
*  Old  Mortality '  in  an  elaborate  article  in  the  Quarterfy 
Bmmv*  His '  Life  of  Andrew  Melville '  sppeared  in  1819; 
his  *  Reformation  in  Italy  '  in  1827;  and  that  of*  Spain  '  in 
1829.  He  was  preparintr  a  Life  of  Calvin  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  took  place  oth  xVugii.«t,  1^>35.  There  was  a 
public  funeral  from  hi.s  houso  at  Newington  to  the  Grcy- 
fnars  cliurch-yard,  and  it  was  a  sublime  sii^ht,  amid  all  the 
controvei^ies  of  the  day,  to  see  every  class  paying  tribute  to 
so  excellent  a  character. 

The  Badical  party  in  Ekiinburgh  seem  to  have  been  a 
little  envious  of  the  grand  demonstration  held  by  the  friends 
of  Parliamentaiy  Befbrm  in  honour  of  Earl  Grey,  and  as  a 
sort  of  counterbalance,  they  invited  Daniel  0*Connell,  M.P., 
the  great  Irish  agitator,  to  a  puUic  dinner,  which  took  place 
in  the  Hall  at  Tanfield,  CanotimiUs,  17th  September,  1835. 
O'Connell  addressed  a  lai^  audience  from  hustings  erected 
on  the  Calton  flill,  and  afterwords  the  banquet  took  place, 
— James  A}ti)un,  advocate,  in  the  chair,- — upwards  of 
1,400  j>ei*s<>ns  attending,  in  the  course  of  the  evenin<:,  the 
agitator  alluded  to  tlie  lovely  physical  scene  that  Edin- 
burgh presented.  Ue  said — Nature  never  spread  lovelier 
tints  than  I  saw  ai  I  passed  mj  ^e  along  the  horizon  fix>m 
the  Gallon  Hill. — The  panorama  was  one  of  singular  beauty. 
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— beyond  the  power  of  punting — fop  no  painter  could  ever 
reflect  its  varied  and  strikinn^  features:  your  two  cities  lay 
beneath  me,  marking  the  different  eras  in  your  histoiy — the 
Old  city  with  the  fortress  built  to  defend  you  against  the 
incursions  of  your  southern  neighbours— -the  streets  and 
lanesy  narrow,  winding  and  unhealthyi  not  yet  purified  by 
the  cleanliness  of  modem  habits. — ^In  your  New  city  I  saw 
all  that  was  modem,  convenient,  and  beautiful — with  exten» 
sive  streets  and  coiiiturtable  footpaths;  and  containing  a 
population  such  as  never  before  met  the  human  eye — com- 
fortJihle,  manly,  and  stout — tlie  cliildren  fat  and  well  clad  I 
— Oh  I  what  a  contrast  between  the  civilization  of  the  mid- 
dle classes  at  the  present  day,  and  of  those  times  when  the 
proud  barons  rode  in  panoply  of  mail  over  your  streets,  and 
trampled  the  people  under  tlieir  iron  hoofs. — ^That  period 
has  gone  by  for  ever. — ^What  blessings  have  since  been  con- 
ferred upon  the  people,  and  still  remain  in  anticipation  by 
the  amendment  of  tlieir  institutions.  Your  close  corpora- 
tion has  disappeared,  and  you  now  appoint  your  own  Ma- 
gistrates." 

A  numerous  Anti-Popery  assemblage  was  held  in  St. 
Cuthbcrt's  church,  on  1st  October,  1835,  all  who  were 
frien<lly  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Kcl'orniation  being  retjuested 
to  attend.  It  was  remarked  at  this  nieetiuij;  that  statements 
had  been  made  tliat  the  Protestant  Reformers  were  guilty 
of  persecution  as  well  as  Roman  Catholics,  but  this  was 
only  because  the  Reformers  had  not  been  able  altogether  to 
shake  off  the  Popish  spirit  in  which  they  had  been  educated. 
Resolutions  were  adopted  expressive  of  the  sense  entertained 
of  the  nature  and  tendency  of  Popeiy,  as  inconsbtent  with 
the  Bible,  and  destructive  of  the  best  interests  of  mankind. 

A  matter  of  very  great  importance  was  brought  before 
the  ^veraors  of  George  Henot's  Hospital,  towards  the 
close  of  1835.  Tlie  income  of  the  Hospital  was  now  neJirly 
£15,000,  a  sum  beyond  any  thing  that  "  Jinn;liiinr  (  Jeordie  " 
could  have  dreamed  of  at  the  time  of  his  splendid  bequest 
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two  centiuies  befero — and  after  the  whole  expenditure  of 
educating  and  maintaining  180  boye^  libese  remained  an 
annoal  rarphiB  of  £3,000;  it  was  moat  wisely  agreed  that 
this  should  be  applied  to  the  erection  and  maintenance  of 

George  Heriol^s  day  schools  for  the  education  of  the  poorer 

classes  ia  the  vai'ious  districts  of  the  city.  It  sliuuld  be 
mentioned  to  his  honour,  that  the  chief  originator  of  this 
plan  was  Duncan  M^LareOj  £sq^  who  since  then  has  filled 
the  civic  chair. 


Bmnk  iron. 

* 

James  Hog|^  the  celebrated  Ettrick  Sh^bevd 
and  Seotdsh  poet,  was  bom  in  the  ancient  locality 
of  Ettrick  FoEENst  in  1772,  where  his  &ther  then  farmed 
Ettrick  House  and  Ettrids  Hall.  Misfintnnes  had  over- 
taken them,  and  without  any  education  further  than  to  read 
the  Bible,  Hogg,  when  only  six  yeai-s  of  age,  conmicnced 
life  first  as  cowherd  and  then  as  shepherd  to  different  Selkirk- 
shire fanners.  He  came  to  Edinburgh  in  1801  with  some 
sheep,  but  beiug  unable  to  sell  them  ail,  he  put  them  into  a 
park  till  the  following  Wednesday,  which  was  the  day  of  the 
weekly  hughu  or  sheep  market  in  the  city.  To  pass  the 
time  he  wrote  down  from  memory,  some  poems  he  had  com- 
posed, **and  gave  them  to  a  man- to  print.*'  A  thoosand 
copies  were  thrown  off,  and  thus  commenced,  his  litecaxy 
career.  AAer  this  he  more  than  once  visited  the  Scottish 
Highhmds,  and  was  about  to  settle  as  a  fanner  in  the  island 
of  Hams,  when  again  drcumsCanoes  intervened  to  prevent 
him.  His  ^  Mountain  Baid,'  conristing  of  ballads  and  songs, 
was  published  in  1807,  with  a  dedication  to  Sur  Walter 
Soott  and  a  memmr  of  his  own  life.  Among  these  son^s 
was  the  celebrated  one,  Donald  M  Dontiid.  In  1 810  he  came 
to  Edinl)iirgh,  and  resided  first  in  Ann  Street,  North  Bridge, 

then  witii  his  kind  friend  John  Grieve.   His  ^forest  Min- 
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Btrel'  appeared  at  that  time;  then  he  tried  a  fortnitghtly 
paper  called  *  The  Spy/ 

His  great  poetical  work  on  which  his  (ame  chiefly  Nets 
— 'The  Queen's  Wake^'  iqipeared  in  founded  oii 

Mjuy  Queen  of  Soots  holding  a  poetical  wake  at  Holy- 
rood}  and  this  work  established  his  fiune.  His  ballad  of 
*  Kilmeny '  in  it,  is  an  unique  produetbn.  The  *  Pilgrims 
of  the  Sun '  was  published  two  yean  later,  and  *  Mador 
of  the  Moor 'in  1816.  The  *  Poetic  Mirror,'  an  iiuita- 
tion  of  the  living  poets,  and  *  The  lluntiiiij:  ut  Jjadlewe '  fol- 
lowed. *  The  Browiiit  oi  Bodsbeck '  \sius  publiiiied  in  1818, 
and  liis  'Jacobite  Kelics '  s(m»ii  after;  his  'Winter  Tales' 
in  1820.  Tlie  Duke  of  Buccleucli  gave  him  in  1815  a  small 
farm  at  Aitrive  Lake,  in  '  Yarrow's  classic  vale^'  where  he 
lesided  many  years.  Wilson  and  Lockhart  gave  an  awk- 
ward celebrity  to  his  name,  by  introducing  him  in  the  dia- 
logues of  Noctes  Ambrosiane  in  Blackwood's  Magasine. 
His  <  Queen  Hjnde '  appesred  in  1824.  He  married  Miss 
Maigaret  Philips  in  182d»  and  died  at  Aitrive^  21st  NoYem- 
ber,  1835. 

A  public  dinner  to  express  sympathy  with  the  refugees 
iiuia  Poland,  and  in  aid  of  them,  was  held  in  the  Assembly 
Rooms,  George  Street,  8th  December,  1835, — the  ?*Iarquis 
of  Breadalbane  in  the  chair, — Prince  Adam  Czartoiiski  on 
his  right,  and  Lord  Dudley  C.  Stewart,  M.P.,  on  his  left. 
The  Prince,  on  this  occasion,  said,  "  If  any  doubted  the 
reality  of  the  oppression  the  natives  of  Poland  hsd  suffered, 
he  thought  those  doubts  would  be  removed  by  reading  the 
recent  threats  of  the  Emperor  Nicholas  to  the  Poles  at 
Wanaw.  But  the  Caar  had  acknowledge  that  they  were 
nnable  to  submit  to  tyiannyi  and  that  the  greatest  torments 
eonld  not  force  them  to  depart  from  their  duty  to  thssr 
oountiy.*  Upwards  of  three  hundred  gentlemen  were  pr^ 
sent  on  this  interesting  occasion. 

**  SanuAtU  feU,  anwept,  without  a  ctime  I" 
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Acconnt  of  SooUanc!,  was  bom  at  Thiuno  17549  and 

was  educated  at  the  High  School  of  Edinburgh.  He  passed 
Advocate  in  1775,  and  five  years  afterwards  represented  his 
native  county  in  Parliament.  He  commeDced  his  great 
literary  undi  rtaking,  the  Statistical  Account,  in  1791,  and  it 
was  completed  in  21  vols,  in  1798.  His  *  Code  of  Agri- 
coltore '  was  published  in  1819.  He  was  a  stirrijig.  and 
active  dtiaen  of  Edinburgh,  where  he  resided  nearly  a  qiiar> 
ter  of  a  oenturj.  He  died  here  2l8t  Deoembefi  1835. 

A  muneroua  meedng  of  inhabitants  was  hdd  in  the  As- 
semUjr  Booms^  George  Street,  23d  Deoember,  1335>— 4he 
Man|ds  of  Xweeddale  in  the  cfaairi — ^when  a  Ftotestant 
Association  was  ftmned  for  the  purpose  of  reaisthig  the 
errors  of  Popery. 

A  National  Security  Savings'  Bank,  a  very  valu- 
able institution,  was  established  in  the  city  early  in 
1836.  The  object  m  to  secure  habits  of  industr)  auiong 
the  people.  Depopit*?  of  not  less  than  one  shilling  received, 
and  not  more  than  tiiirty  pounds  in  one  year.  The  bene- 
ficial effects  of  this  Bank  have  been  foUj  adequate  to  the 
expectations  that  were  entertained. 

A  meeting  was  held  of  the  Society  for  Uie  suppression  of 
Beggings  22d  Januaij)  1836^  when  it  was  agreed  to 
amalgamate  it  with  the  Benevolent  and  Strangsf^s  Friend 
Sode^^  and  the  House  of  Beftigei  whose  olgects  were  in 
some  respects  identical. 

Another  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  petitioning  parliament 
for  the  abolition  of  the  Annuity  Tax,  was  held  in  the  Cow- 
gate  Chapel,  12 til  April,  1836.  Mr.  Gillon,  M.  P.,  in  the 
chair. 
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Sir  Wflliam  Fettofl,  a  late  hord  Provoat  of  Edin- 

1836t 

burghy  died  27th  Maj,  1836,  leaving  a  large  fortune 
to  build  an  hospital  for  poor  boys.  The  extent  of  these 
endowments  is  a  iiiLsluilLinc  to  Edinburgh,  inducing 
the  poor  to  relax  in  their  habits  of  industry.  A  public 
meeting  of  the  inhabitants  ought  to  be  called  to  endeavour 
to  get  this  large  sum  otlienvlse  allocated  by  act  of  parliament 
— for  an  InRrmary — an  Industrial  8chool|  or  for  the  Blind^  or 
Deaf  and  Dumb* 

A  public  meeting  of  the  uihabitantB  was  held  in  Mep> 
chants^  Hall,  29th  June,  1836,  to  petition  against  the  Scot- 
tish University  Bill  then  before  Parliament,  which  threatened 
to  transfer  the  patronage  of  Edinburgh  University  from  the 
Town  GouncO.  It  has  been  generally  found  that  when  such 
patronage  is  administered  by  tlie  Government,  political  feel- 
ing is  a]>t  to  influence  appointments,  and  when  by  a  Senatus 
Acadeniicus  itself,  private  influence  often  prevails,  whereas 
in  the  case  of  a  body  like  the  Town  Council,  thouL'h  not 
learned  in  itself,  public  opinion  generally  exercises  its  influ- 
ence and  leads  to  the  appointment  of  the  most  distinguished 
men. 

In  July,  1830,  a  con8ideral>]e  portion  of  the  Flodden 
Field  City  WaU,  which  was  20  ieet  high  and  from  five  to  six 
feet  thick,  was  taken  down  from  opposite  Teviot  Bow  and  that 
neighbourhood.  The  street  or  thoroughftre  there  was  before 
only  twenty-five  feet  wide,  and  it  was  now  made  sixty  feet, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  children  bdonging  to  the  Charity 
Work-house  were  removed  from  that  locality,  and  lodged  in 
the  old  Orphan  Hospital  at  the  back  of  Shakspeare  Square, 
— ^the  children  of  the  Orphan  Hospital  being  now  accom- 
modated in  a  handsome  new  building  erected  from  a  plan 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Hamilton  in  the  Dean  park,  to  the  north- 
west of  the  city. 
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A  public  burner  was  given  to  Thomas  Campbell,  Esq., 
the  author  of  the  Pleasures  of  Hope,  on  5th  August,  1836, 

in  tlie  no[ietuuu  Rooms, — Professor  Wilson  in  the  chair. 
Two  hurulied  and  fifty  gentlemen  were  present  on  this 
interesting  occasion,  which  liappened  also  to  be  the  poet's 
birth-day,  haviug  that  day  completed  the  fifty-ninth  year  of 
his  age; 

Ethereal  Hope,  in  thy  sweet  gardene  grow 
Wreaths  for  each  toil,  a  chaim  for  every  woe." 

A  meefting  of  the  friends  of  the  cause  of  Church  extension 
as  pfosecDtsd  by  the  Ohuch  of  Soothmdi  took  place  in  the 
Assembly  Rooms,  Geovge  Street^  19th  December^  1836y-* 
the  Lord  Fmcst  in  the  chahr.  After  varions  eloqnrat 
speeches,  large  snbscriptions  were  commenced  in  fnrthmnoe 
of  the  object. 

^0f|lt  6iffCl»» 

  John  Grieve,  an  Edinburgh  ciH/c  ii  of  refined  and 

literary  taste,  and  much  beloved  by  all  who  knew 
him,  was  born  iu  Ettrick  in  1782.  Uis  father  was  a  minister 
of  tho  old  Pr^byterian  and  Cameronian  school.  Qnere 
wrote  some  fine  pieces  in  the  North  British  MagazhM  in 
190it  a  monthly  periodical  pnblished  in  £dinbnigh.  He 
was  one  of  the  earliest  and  kindest  friends  of  the  Ettrick 
Shepherd.  Wigg  resided  with  him  in  his  house  at  Edin- 
boijglh  for  a  long  period,  as  he  mentions  in  his  antobiography, 
without  being  allowed  to  spend  the  single  guinea  in  his 
pocket  which  was  then  all  the  fortune  he  had  in  the  world. 
In  the  Queen's  Wake  '  the  Shepherd  *  introduces  Grieve  as 
the  fourteenth  bard,  singing  "  Mary  Scott "  as  his  ballad. 
Hogg  describes  lam  as: 

Th»  laid  dMi  niglit  wko  fbrauMt  oane 
Was  n«t  ngoBfld,  nor  koomt  his  aamo; 
A  jmth  he  was  of  manly  moold, 
Ckads  M  ]aiiib»  M  Ikn  bold; 
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Bat  his  fair  face,  and  forehead  high 

Glowed  with  genuine  modesty. 
'Twas  Hiiid,  by  bank  of  tsjutliland  stream 
Glided  his  youth  in  soothiug  dream; 
Th»  hup  h»  lovod,  and  wont  to  wtny 
Far  to  the  wilds  and  woods  awaj. 
And  sing  to  brooks  that  gnrglod  hj 
Of  maiden's  form  and  maiden's  eye ; 
That  when  bis  dream  of  youth  was  past, 
Deep  in  the  niiadt'  liia  harp  he  cast; 
In  busy  life  his  cares  beguiled, 
His  hMrt  was  trae,  and  fortone  smHod.** 

And  at  the  close  of  the  work  Hogg  thus  addresses  Grieve, 
acknowledging  his  deep  debt  of  gratitude  to  hiniy  for  in  fact 
the  Qaeen'a  Wake  owed  its  existence  to  Grieve : 

**FrieiidorthobaidI  peaee  to  thy  heart; 
Long  hast  thoa  acted  ge&enMis  part, 

Long  hast  thou  courteously  in  pain 
Attended  to  a  feeble  strain, 
While  oft  nbnphed  has  sunk  thine  eye,— 
Tby  task  is  1  iin  ,  the  Wake  is  bye. 
i  saw  thy  tear,  I  knew  it  just; 
*Twaa  not  ftir  ninstiels  long  in  dnsti 
Bat  for  the  fond  and  ventofoos  swafai 
Who  darad  to  wahe  tiiese  notes  again.** 

Grieve  wrote  some  very  fine  poems,  *  Culloden  s  Ijnment/ 
'  Glengonar's  Wassail/  and  others.  His  style  a  good  deal 
resembled  that  of  Thomas  Campbell.  During  bis  long 
residence  in  Edinburgh,  he  was  the  centre  of  a  circle  of 
literaiy  men^  Professor  Wilson,  the  Ettrick  Shepherd,  and 
otben  who  used  clUn  to  meet  St  his  residence*  Qrieredied 
in  18d6. 

A  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  took  place  in  the  Hope- 
tonn  BoomS|  29th  Jannaiy,  1887,  to  consider  the 

alarming  condition  of  the  population  in  the  II i^'li lands  and 
Islands  oi"  Scotland, — the  Marquis  of  Iluiitly  in  the  chair. 
This  distress  in  the  liiglilands  was  occasioned  by  the  failure  of 
the  crops  in  1635  and  1636.  The  population  was  overgrowni 
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and  by  the  almost  total  an  nil  illation  of  the  manufacture  of 
kelp  and  the  failure  of  the  crops,  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  poor  were  in  danger  of  starvation.  A  libend  subscrip- 
tion was  commenoed  by  the  Highland  pioprietots  and  otlM 
for  iheir  relief. 

King  Williun  IV.  died  SOth  Jnnc^  laS?,  after  a  abort 
but  eventful  reign  of  seven  years. 
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FBOH  THB  ACCESSION  OF  QUEEN  TICTORIA,  1837,  TO 
THE  TEAR  1860  tNCLUSIYE. 
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PABT  V, 

A  PUBLIC  ^mxmim  took  place  in  £dinlnii||^ 
84th  Janoy  1997,  on  the  proehinatMii  of  Qneen 
yictorisy  as  Sovereign  of  Gieat  Britain  and  Iiebnd.  The 
usual  arran^ments  were  gone  threngh,  and  thereafter 

the  Lord  Provost  and  Magistrates,  with  a  large  party,  as- 
sembled in  the  Parliament  House,  to  wish  prosperity  to  tiiia 
young  and  popular  Sovereign  on  the  commencement  her 
reign. 

The  foorth  centenary  of  the  invention  of  Printing  was 
commemorated  by  a  festival  held  in  the  Theatre  Koyal, 
12th  July,  1837y— Thomas  Campbell^  Eaq.,  author  of  the 
*  Pleasure;;  of  Hope,'  presiding  on  the  occasion,  in  the  absence 
of  Lord  Jeffrey.  Upwards  of  fifteen  hundred  ladies  and 
gentlemen  were  present^  and  the  meeting  was  of  a  hi^j 
pleanng  and  intdleetual  descriptioii. 

Parliament  having  been  disaolved  on  the  July,  1887| 
a  new  election  Ibr  the  city  took  place  en  the  26di|  when 
Ifr.  Abereromby  and  Sur  John  Campbeli  were  xe-eleeted 
without  opposition,  and  in  the  evening,  a  public  entertain- 
ment was  given  to  them  in  the  Assembly  Rooms,  by  their 
constituents, — the  Solicitor  General,  Rutherford,  in  the  chair. 
After  the  busy  and  exciting  period  of  Parliamentary  Reform, 
it  was  nf^eribU;  to  find  tlie  citizens  thus  returning  to  a  calm 
and  harmonious  state  on  political  affairs. 


460 


HISTORT  OF  EDINBUBOH. 


Great  complaints  had  existed  for  some  time  towards  the 
dose  of  the  year  1837,  about  the  high  price  of  ooaL  Thm 
seemed  to  be  a  combination  among  the  proprieton  of  the 
extensive  coal-fielcis  around  Edinburgh^  to  raise  the  price  of 
this  staple  commodity.   A  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  on  the 
subject  took  place  in  the  Waterloo  Rooms,  27th  October^ 
1837^— the  Lord  Provost  in  the  chair.  Two  years  befoi^ 
coal  was  sold  at  nine  shillings  per  ton,  of  which  the  price 
was  now  about  sixteen  shillings.    The  consumption  of  coal 
in  Edinburgh  amoimted  to  300,000  tons  annually,  and  this 
rise  of  price  involved  an  additional  expenditure  of  nearly 
£10u,(iUO  ])«-r  annum  on  the  part  of  the  citizens.    The  mode 
adopted  by  the  nieetinrr  to  remedy  this  state  of  matters,  was 
tlie  appointment  of  a  committee  to  receive  tenders  for  Bap> 
plying  coal  to  the  citizens,  and  it  was  ascertained  that  good 
English  coal  could  be  obtained  at  17s.  6d.  or  188.  per  ton, 
equal  in  value  to  a  ton  and  a  half  of  the  Scottish  coal,  and 

the  £n|;^ish  coal  pita  were  deemed  quite  inezhaostible^  

Coal  from  the  Earl  of  Elgin's  pits  near  Dunfermline^  it  was 
ibund|  could  be  obtained  at  ten  shillings  per  ton,  and  superior 
in  quality  to  the  Mid«Lothian  coal.  This  public  meeting 
accomplished  a  great  practical  boon  to  the  citizens  in  their 
hoiiseliold  economy. 

Sir  James  Spittal  demitted  the  office  of  Lord  Provost  in 
November,  1837,  having  occu])iL<l  tiie  civic  chair  irom 
the  passing  of  the  Burgh  Reform  Bill,  a  period  of  four  years, 
and  had  acted  in  sucli  a  mild  and  conciliatory  spirit  as  to 
propitiate  thv  good  will  of  his  fellow-citizens.  On  10th 
November,  1837,  James  Forrest  of  Comiston  wasdieeted  his 
snooessor  as  Lord  Provost.  It  was  objected  to  kU  eleetkn 
at  that  period,  probably  with  some  truth,  that  he  had  pie> 
viously  taken  no  part  in  the  management  of  the  munidpdl 
a0airs. 

The  Lord  Frovost  called  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  in 

consequence  of  a  requisition.  This  meeting  was  held  in  the 
Waterloo  iiuoms,  tith  December,  IS37, — the  chief  Magis- 
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trale  in  duifi — whaii  after  oondderaUe  odnfttaioii  and 
TMietiM  of  opinioii  ezpraflsed,  leaolntioiii  were  adopted  for 
petitioning  Parliaiiieiit  in  &Toar  of  the  system  of  voting  by 

Ballot,  in  exercise  of  the  Parliamentary  franchise, — an 
alleged  system  of  intimidation  towards  electors  being  the 
ground  on  which  this  advocated. 

Mm  VMH 

Bobert  Nicoll,  a  young  Scottish  poet  of  some 
genius,  was  bom  in  Perthshire  1814.  For  a  time 
he  kept  a  circulating  librsry  in  Dundee.  His  Poems  and 
Lyrics  were  published  in  183*^.  He  resided  ifixr  a  oonstder- 
SkUe  period  in  Edbbnrgh.  He  was  for  a  short  period  edi- 
tor of  the  Leeds  Times,  but  returned  to  Edinburgh  in  bad 
health,  and  died  in  1837|  in  the  house  of  Mr,  John  John* 
stone,  Laverock  Bank,  in  the  suburbs  of  Edinburgli,  a  well- 
known  literary  character,  who  treated  him  with  great  kind- 
ness. 

The  era  of  RaiUvnys  was  now  ai)proacliinff. — The 
1888.  .  , 

record  of  the  ])ul»lic  meetings  of  tiie  inhabitants  of 

Kdinburgh,  presents  a  picture  of  tlie  prominent  topics  engag- 
ing the  attention  of  the  citizens  of  a  free  state;  and  exhibits 
the  very  form  and  pressure  of  the  times,**  with  all  the  force 
and  vigour  of  a  living  dramatic  scene. — A  meeting  of  the 
inhabitants  was  held  in  the  Waterloo  Rooms,  26th  Jaan> 
aiy,  1886,  to  petition  Pariiament  in  iavonr  of  a  Bill  then 
in  progress  ibr  constructing  a  raflway  between  Edinburgh 
and  Glasgow — when  they  expreawd  their  sense  of  the  great 
advantages  conferred  by  Railway  communication,  on  the 
agricultxutd,  manufocturing,  and  commercial  interests  of  the 

A  public  dinner  was  given  to  W  illiam,  aftcnvards  Sir 
William,  Allan,  the  historical  painter,  in  tlie  Assembly 
Kooms,  on  9th  March,         on  his  elevation  to  the  oihce  oi 
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President  of  the  Scottish  Academy, — Sir  Thomas  Dkk 
Lauder  m  the  chair.  Upwards  of  two  hundred  geDtlemen 
attended  on  the  occasion. 

An  UltrapBadical  meeting  against  the  Canadian  War, 
was  held  in  the  Calton  Convening  Room,  3d  Jannaiy^  183Sy 
and  another  of  the  more  moderate  Badicals  took  place  in  the 
Cowgate  Chapel,  on  the  8th  January.  At  the  latter,  a  yonng 
barrister  stated  that  he  was  opposed  to  all  colonies,  as  a  drag 
on  the  industry  of  the  country,  and  that  when  sucli  a  large 
colony  as  Canada  became  discontented,  lie  would  leave  it  to 
it^iclt  or  let  it  seek  protection  elsewhere;  and  the  cliairinan 
of  the  meeting  said,  there  wjts  no  rock  so  barren  that  the 
aristocracy  would  not  willingly  colonize  it  for  the  sake  of 
the  places. 

A  trial  commenced  in  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary  on  3d 
January,  1838,  which  in  many  of  its  features  was  unpre- 
cedented in  the  history  of  Edinburgh  criminal  trials.  The 
pannels  were  five  Glasgow  cotton  spinners,  aocnsed  c£  be- 
longing to  an  illegal  association  having  secret  oaths;  and  en- 
gaging in  an  illegal  conspiracy  to  deter  their  fellow-workmen 
from  following  their  employment,  intimidating  them  by  acts 
of  violence;  and  various  other  crimes.  This  extraordinary 
tria.1  iaaled  nine  days.  Tiic  Luid  Justice  Clerk  took  luurteea 
hours  to  sum  up  the  evidence,  and  the  pannels  being  con- 
victed of  only  jiai  t  of  the  charges,  were  sentenced  to  seven 
years  transportation. 

A  snow-ball  riot  occuiTcd  between  the  students  at  the 
College  and  the  police,  on  11th  and  12th  January,  1838. 
It  became  so  serious  that  the  ma^strates  sent  to  the 
Castle  for  a  party  of  the  79th  regiment,  who  restored  quiet. 
This  affair  led  to  a  trial  of  five  of  the  students  in  the  Sherifi 
Court,  when  Mr.  Patrick  Robertson  made  a  long^  able^  and 
humorous  harangue  in  their  defence. 

Another  laige  meefemg  in  favour  of  Church  extension  was 
held  in  the  Asaemblj  Booms,  George  Street,  S7th  April, 
1838.    The  Loid  Fhivost  in  the  chair.    The  principal 
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tpMker  on  t]|»  occami  was  the  Tliomaa  Gnthiie,  a 
hMf  arigiiud-fiiUd^dy  and  plUlMidixopie  d£«g7maii|  who  bad 
been  brought  to  an  Edinbnigh  duusch  the  prnkms  year  from 
hii  native  oonntiy,  Foifodiue.  He  was  fidbired  in  his 
eloquent  speech  by  Mr.  Jimee  Mon«reiff|  afterwaxde  Lord 
Advocate. 

The  day  of  Queen  \  ictoria's  coronation,  28th  June,  1838, 
was  kept  as  a  holiday  in  Edinburgh — business  suspended,  the 
public  institutions  thrown  open,  and  the  opening  of  the  new 
pier  at  Granton  by  Lord  Julin  Scott,  the  brother  of  the 
Duke  of  Buccleuch,  drew  cmwds  to  tiiat  quarter.  There 
was  a  banquet  in  the  Assembly  Booms  at  half-past  dx 
o'clock^— Lord  Provost  presidinf]^, — and  at  night  a 
magnificent  display  of  fireworks  fixuu  the  Castle  and 
CaltoDphiUi  and  huge  fives  blamed  on  the  top  of  Arthur's 
Seat  and  Salisbniy  Crags. 

An  Edinborgh  end  Leith  agreement  Bill  was  pasted 
by  whieh  the  separate  indepmdenoe  of  each  of  these 
bw;ghs  was  finally  accomplished  in  an  amicable  manner. 
The  future  management  of  the  revennes  of  the  port  was  by 
this  act  vested  in  eleven  Commissioners,  five  to  be  nominated 
by  tlie  L<nils  ut  the  Treasury,  three  by  tiie  Tuwn  Council 
of  Edinburgh,  and  tliree  by  the  Town  Council  of  Leith. 

This  new  act  of  Pariiament  was  passed  27th  July,  1838, 
and  being  chieiiy  anent  the  affairs  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh, 
was  entitled  An  Act  to  Hegulate  and  Secure  the  Debt  due  by 
the  City  of  Edinburgh  to  the  public ;  to  confirm  an  Agree- 
ment between  the  said  City  and  its  Creditors,  and  to  effect  a 
settkment  of  the  affiurs  of  the  said  City  and  the  Town  of 
Leitli."  It  bronght  the  City  Trust  Act  to  an  end,  and  vested 
the  chaige  of  watching  over  the  interests  of  the  creditors  in 
a  Committee  of  their  number,  and  enacted  that  the  whole  of 
the  City  debts  and  obligations  should  be  compounded  by  a 
perpetual  annuity  of  three  per  cent.,  redeemable  only  on 
payment  of  £100  for  every  three  pounds  sterling  of  annuity. 
The  debt  due  to  government  then  amounted  to  X228|d71| 


464 


HISTORY  OF  £DIMBU£OH. 


and  tlie  interest  and  sinking  fund  payable  upon  it,  in  1839, 
would  become  £12^7  50,  with  £1,000  additional^  applicable 
to  the  improvement  of  the  harbour. 

Mrs.  Fry,  the  celebrated  philanthropic  Quaker,  who  ao- 
coroplished  80  macb  tor  the  education  of  the  neglected  ckmes 
of  society,  came  to  £diDbar|i;h  in  September,  18d8i»  and 
visited  many  of  the  educational  institutions  and  the  prisons, 
where  her  presence  and  enquiries  tended  to  stimalate  tiie 
exertions  of  the  educationalists. 


Mrs.  Grant  of  Laggan  was  born  at  Glasgow  in 
1755.  ller  father's  name  was  Macvicar,  and  when 
very  young  she  acconinanied  him  with  his  regiment  to 
America.  Her  first  work  was  the  *  ^Memoirs  of  an  American 
Lady/  In  1779,  she  married  the  Key.  James  Grant, 
minister  of  Laggan,  in  Invemess-shue,  where  she  set  henelf 
to  learn  the  language,  the  customs,  and  manners  of  the 
Scottish  Highlanders.  Her  husband  died  in  1801.  She 
removed  to  Sturling,  and  two  years  afterwards  a  volnme 
of  poems  appeared,  and  her  celebrated  ^Letters  from  the 
Mountains,'  in  1806.  They  are  full  of  lively  sketches  of 
scenery  and  manners.  In  1810  she  became  a  residenter  in 
Edinburgh,  and  was  well  known  among  the  literary  circles 
there.  She  died  at  her  house,  Manur  Place,  7th  Kovember, 
1838,  in  the  84th  year  of  her  age. 


Dr.  John  Jamieson,  the  Scottish  Lexicograplier, 
was  bom  1 758.  He  became  minister  of  the  Associate 
Synod  Congregation,  Nicolaoo  Stree^  £dinbnigb,  in  1797. 
lie  published  a  variety  of  lucubrations  both  m  prose  and 
verse.  His  great  work,  'The  £tymol<^g^  IHctionaiy  of 
the  Scottish  Language,'  appeared  In  two  volumes  4to^  in 
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ISlOf  and  it  may  be  said  tliat  the  tbxee  men  who  have 
chiefly  kept  alive  the  Scottish  language  were  Robert  BamB, 
Dr.  Jainieaoiii  and  Sir  Walter  Scott.  To  his  Bictionaiy 
he  prefixed  a  Disaertation  on  the  origin  of  the  language. 
*  The  HiBtoocal  account  of  the  ancient  Culdees,*  appeared  ui 
1811,  and  his '  Views  of  the  Boyal  Palaoee  of  Scotland,  with 
Historical  and  Topographical  iiloatrationsi'  in  1828.  He 
died  la  1838. 


David  Hume,  one  of  the  Barons  of  Exchequer, 
and  nephew  of  tiie  celebrated  Historian,  was  born  in 
1756|  and  after  a  legal  education  in  Edinburgh,  successively 
became  Frofeeaor  of  Soota  Law  in  the  University  therci 
Principal  Cleric  of  Session,  and  one  the  Barons  of  Ex.* 
chequer.  His  Commentaries  on  the  Criminal  Law  of  Soot- 
land  were  published  in  1797,  and  became  a  standard  pro* 
feasional  woik.  Baron  Home  died  in  1838. 


A  ineetinc  of  tlic  inliabiluiitb  to  petition  pailia- 
18S9i  r  I 

ment  for  a  rej)eal  of  the  Corn  Laws,  was  held  in  the 

Waterloo  Rooms,  21st  January,  1839, — tlie  Lord  Provost, 
Sir  James  Forrest,  in  the  chair.  An  argument  used  on  this 
occasion,  was  tliat  the  comparative  low  price  of  food  on  the 
Continent  led  to  the  establishment  of  manu&ctures  there  in 
a  way  injorions  to  Britain.  This  was  embodied  in  the 
following  resolation: — ^''That  the  chief  cause  of  the  n^d 
and  tncceesfbl  progress  of  foreign  mannfoctoreS)  is  the  low 
price  of  food  abroad,  compared  with  its  cost  in  this  oonntry; 
that  the  high  price  of  food  in  Britain,  occasioned  by  the  laws 
against  the  importation  of  com  and  other  articles  of  subsist- 
ence, inflicts  severe  suffering  on  the  iiidustrious  classes,  not 
only  by  the  great  proportion  of  their  savings  it  absorbs,  but 
also  by  lessening  the  demand  for  labour  on  the  part  of  our 
manufacturers,  and  thereby  lowering  wages;  and  that, 
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unless  these  laws  be  qieedily  repealedi  oar  trade  and 
factares  must  be  seriously  injured,  and  the  sulferings  of  tlie 
industrious  classes  sUll  further  increased.** 

This  meeting  was  disturbed  bj  the  Chartists  or  universal 
suffrage  men,  who  wished  to  adjourn  to  the  Calton-hiU,  and 
intiuiiuce  some  of  their  extraneous  topics. 

The  Ki^ht  Hou.  William  Adam  was  the  son 

1839* 

of  the  architect,  Adam  of  Blair  Adam,  and  was 
bom  in  1751*  He  received  part  of  his  education  in  Edin- 
buigh,  and  passed  Advocate  in  1773,  and  the  following  year 
became  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons.  He  engaged 
in  a  duel  with  Fox,  and  became  a  conspicuous  man  in 
political  affairs.  In  1816^  when  juiy  trial  in  civil  cases  was 
instituted  in  Scotland,  he  was  appointed  Lord  Chief  Com* 
missioner  of  the  Juiy  Court,  and  it  became  a  bon-mot  of 
tiie  (lay,  tliiit  tlie  Jury  Court  was  like  the  fianien  of  Eden, 
because  it  wiis  made  for  Adam,  lie  died  at  his  house  in 
Charlotte  Square,  17th  January,  l^o^. 

A  meeting  on  the  subject  of  sanitaiy  improvements 
around  Kdlnburgh,  was  held  in  the  Canongate  Churcli  2!2d 
April,  1830.  It  was  stated  that  between  Arthur*s  Seat  and 
Croft-an*Righ  near  Hoiyrood,  from  400  to  600  acres  of 
ground  were  lying  in  an  unhealthy  state  and  in  an  undrained 
condition,  and  it  was  agreed  that  representations  should  be 
made  to  the  Commissioners  of  Woods  and  Forests^  to  have 
this  remedied,  and  the  palace  of  Hoiyrood  and  the  neig)i< 
bourfaood  put  in  a  condititm  fit  for  the  residence  of  the 

soverei^. 

A  vacancy  took  ])l;ice  in  the  representation  of  tltc  city  bv 
Mr.  AlHTcn  inliv  havinix  resigned  the  speakersliip  of  the 
House  of  Coin  ii  Mus,  and  bt'uig  elevated  to  the  peera^  as 
Lord  Dunferuiline.  Thomas  Babiugton  Macaulay,  a  difitiii* 
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gniahed  and  eloquent  writer,  was  bronght  forward  as  a  candi- 
date. He  addrewed  a  poblic  meeting  of  the  electors  in  George 
Street  Assembly  Rooms,  29th  May,  and  so  popular  was  the 

choice  that  he  was  unanimously  elected,  4th  June,  1839, 
one  of  the  members  for  the  "  great  uncient  and  illustrious 
city"  of  Edinburgli,  as  he  styled  it  in  his  letter  of  thanks. 

A  new  Gas  Company  was  established  in  Edinburgh, 
loth  March,  1839,  with  u  caj)ital  of  £1()(),000.  This  com- 
})any,  after  some  negociations,  purchased  the  Leith  Gas 
Works,  and  obtained  an  act  of  Parliament  under  the  designa- 
tion of  the  Edinburgh  and  Leith  Gas  Co. 

After  the  settlement  of  the  question  of  Parliamentary 
Reform,  the  idea  very  natoxally  prevailed  that  if  the  people 
were  allowed  to  elect  their  representatiyes  in  parliament,  they 
should  have  the  choice  of  their  own  clergymen.  Accordingly 
in  1834,  the  Cbnrch  of  Scotland  passed  what  was  called  the 
veto  actf  to  prevent  any  pastor  being  intruded  on  congrega- 
tions contrary  to  the  will  of  the  people.  The  legality  of 
this  enactment  was  disallowed  in  the  civil  courts,  and  an 
unfortunate  collision  tiius  arose  between  the  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  judicatories  in  Scotland,  l^atronage  agaiii 
was  a  bone  of  contention,  and  in  the  meantime  ^^the 
non-intmsionists,*'  became  the  name  and  designation  of  a 
nnmerons  body  of  the  people.  A  public  meeting  on' the 
subject  was  held  in  the  Assembly  Booms,  Geoi^  Street, 
19th  June^  1839.  It  was  called  by  the  Lord  Ptevost,  who 
presided,  on  the  requisition  of  upwards  of  five  hundred 
cidsens,  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  attachment  to  the 
principles  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  and  to  the  ec- 
clesiastical freedom  of  her  people;  ami  to  consider  the 
pru|»nety,  in  lier  present  circumstances,  of  applying  for  the 
interference  of  the  legi.slatui v,  to  prevent  the  intrusion  of 
unacceptable  ministers  into  her  congregations.  Great  agita- 
tion and  excitement  had  pi*evailed,  and  strcmg  resolutions 
were  passed  by  the  meeting. 

A  meeting  called  on  the  requisition  of  about  three  hundred 
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citizens  was  held,  8th  Juljr^  1839|  on  the  subject  of  national 
edacation, — ^Dr.  Muir  in  the  chair — ^when  lesolntions  mre 
passed  against  my  system  which  did  not  combine  religioas 
with  secular  instruction. 

The  Earl  of  Eglintoun  got  up  a  grand  tournament  In  the 
style  of  the  days  of  ancient  chivalry,  at  his  Castle  of  Eglin- 
t<mn  in  Ayrshire,  on  28th  and  30th  August,  1839.  A  con- 
siderable number  of  Edinburgh  citiEeiis  wended  their  way 
to  this  "  penreful  passai^^e  of  arms."  Among  tlie  remarkable 
characters  they  found  there,  was  Prince  Louis  Napoleon,  the 
present  Emperor  of  France. 

A  meeting  was  held  in  the  Merchant's  Hall^  17th  Jnly^ 
18dd|  on  the  sul)ject  of  establishing  a  penny  postage  over 
the  entire  kingdom.  The  adoption  of  this  proposal  mayVe 
considered  one  of  the  greatest  boons  to  the  social  and  do- 
mestic afifections  which  these  days  of  Beform  have  contem- 
plated or  accomplislied. — ^It  commenced  from  10th  Janu- 
ary»  1840. 

The  shock  of  an  earthquake  was  felt  in  the  east  end  of 
the  New  town  of  Edinburgh,  on  tlie  night  of  23d  October, 

1839. 

In  183'J  a  Bible  Board  was  cstabli^hod  in  Edinburgh  bv 
government,  to  superintend  the  printing  of  correct  editions 
of  the  Bible  in  Scotland.  Previous  to  this  salutary  arrange- 
ment, the  printing  of  the  Scriptures  was  a  monopoly  held  by 
individuals  by  patent  from  the  Crown.  Dr.  Welsh  was 
appointed  secretary  to  the  board.  The  Lord  Advocate, 
Rutherfnrd,  was  a  principal  person  in  bringing  this  change: 
Bibles  now  becoming  greatly  lower  in  price,  while  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  text  was  secured. 

A  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  was  held  in  the  Hopetonn 
liooms,  24th  December,  183'.», — the  Lord  Provost  in  the 
chair, — when  after  several  eloquent  speeches,  it  was  agreed 
to  erect  an  ei^uestrian  statue  of  the  Duke  of  W  ellington  in 
{Edinburgh. 
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*  • 

The  Bev*  Archibald  Allaon.  the  celebrated  anifaor 

1839 

of  the  Essays  on  Tasle,  was  born  in  1758.  He 

studied  first  at  the  University  of  Glasgow,  and  then  at 
Baliol  College,  Oxford.  He  was  married  to  a  sister  of  the 
eminent  physician  Dr.  Gregorj',  at  Ktlinburgh,  in  1784.  He 
long  officiated  as  senior  minister  of  the  Episcopal  ciiapel, 
Cowgate,  in  Edinburgh,  and  on  the  erection  of  St.  Paul's 
diapel)  York  Place,  he  became  clergyman  there.  His 
essays  on  the  '  Nature  and  Piinciples  of  Taste  *  were  pub- 
lished in  1790.  His  views  regarding  his  philosophy  of 
taste  coincide  very  much  with  those  of  Jeffrey.  As  a 
clei^Syman  he  was  dtsdngoished  for  beautifnl  and  chastened 
composidon*  He  publidied  a  variety  of  Sermonfl.  He  died 
in  im 

Another  neetinff  of  the  inhabitants  was  held 

1840. 

in  the  Waterloo  Rooms,  7th  January,  1840,  to 
petition  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Corn  Laws, — the  Lord  Pro- 
vost, Sir  James  Forrest,  in  the  chair.  The  good  order  of 
this  meeting  was  also  interrujjted  by  the  Chartists  or  Uni- 
versal Suftrage  men,  who  sought  the  opportunity  of  any 
pabiic  meetingi  however  foreign  to  the  ohjecty  to  introduce 
their  Wews. 

The  same  evening  an  exhibition  of  a  new  kind  was  dosed 
in  Edinburgh)  with  a  grand  dress  promenade  in  the  Assem- 
bly Rooms,  after  having  been  a  fortnight  open  to  the  public. 
This  beantifiil  and  nsefhl  exhibition  comprised  a  display  of 
objects  of  art,  mannlactures,  and  sdence.  Nothing  of  the 
kind  on  so  great  a  scale  had  ever  previously  taken  place  in 
Edinburgh,  and  it  brought  before  all  ranks  of  society  tlu' 
most  beautiful  and  interesting  illustrations  of  the  progress  of 
art  and  science  in  Scotland.  The  children  of  the  various 
sdiools  in  the  dty  and  neighbourhood  were  admitted  gi'a- 
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tuitously,  and  they  saw  much  calculated  to  expand  the 
mind  with  useful  knowledge. 

This  Exhibition,  during  the  short  period  it  was  open  to  the 
public^  was  visited  by  upwards  of  fifty  thousand  individuals. 

A  meeting  of  proprietors  and  all  who  took  an  interest  in  the 
welfere  of  the  Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scotlandi  took  plaoe 
in  the  Hopetoun  Booms,  10th  January^  1840, — ^the  Duke  of 
Argyll  in  the  chair, — for  tlie  purpose  of  promoting  and  aiding 
an  extensive  emigration  of  the  Celtic  population  to  America. 
Two  hundred  thousand  people  had  hecn  saved  from  the  des- 
titution threatened  by  the  failure  of  the  erojis  and  fisheries 
in  1836  and  1837,  and  all  who  knew  their  habits  and  con- 
dition, now  recommended  the  emigration  not  of  individuals 
only,  but  of  entire  families,  and  thus  there  might  be  founded 
a  link  in  tlie  great  chain  that  connected  the  old  hemisphere 
with  the  new  in  the  bonds  of  good  will  and  public  philan- 
thropy. It  was  pointed  out  that  Upper  Canada  was  a  coun- 
try adapted  by  nature  for  tins  emigration^  having  an  im- 
mense chain  of  waters  from  Lake  Superior  to  Lake  Ontario, 
reqairing  little  exertion  to  make  it  one  of  the  greatest  ducts 
of  commerce  on  tlie  .surface  of  tlie  globe;  and  a  third  of  a 
century  before,  a  Iligldand  emigration  had  been  success- 
fully made  to  that  country.  Many  distinguished  Highland 
proprietors  took  part  in  this  meeting,  and  petitions  to  Par- 
liament in  pursuance  of  the  object  were  adopted. 

Another  great  non-intrusion  meeting  was  held  in  the 
Assembly  Booms,  George  Street,  14th  Januai^,  1840^ — the 
Marquis  of  Breadalbane  in  the  cliair.  Petitions  were  adopted 
to  the  legislature)  calling  on  them  to  put  an  end  to  the  un- 
happy collision  between  Church  and  State. 

The  Bight  Hon.  Thomas  Babington  ICacadayy  havbg 
now  become  Secretary  at  War  and  a  member  of  the  calnnet, 
had  to  undergo  the  ordeal  of  a  new  election,  23d  Januar}', 
1840,  \s  liL'M  lie  was  unanimously  re-chosen,  and  was  enter- 
tained at  a  public  dinner  by  five  hundred  of  liis  eonstituentSy 
— the  Lord  Provost^  bir  James  Forrest^  in  the  chair. 
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The  of  the  ywmg  and  popular  Queen  of  Gtmt 

Britain,  Victoria,  with  Prince  Albert  of  Saxe  Cobourg,  10th 

February,  1840,  was  celebrated  as  a  holiday  in  Edinburgli. 

The  ^lai^istrates,  Judges,  and  principal  citizens  assembled 
to  a  banquet  in  the  Parliament  House  on  the  occasion, — 
about  hvvvn  liundred  were  present--  nil  wore  white  favours 
in  their  breast,  and  iii  the  evening  the  city  was  splendidly 
illaminated. 

In  consequence  of  fturther  proceedings  in  the  civil  courts, 
another  p^oat  meeting  on  the  Church  of  Scotland  question 
was  held  in  the  Assembly  Booms,  S4th  Febmaiy,  1840. 
The  meeting  adopted  resolntions  expreasiTe  of  ihev  deepest 
anxiety  and  alarm  at  a  recent  decision  of  the  Court  of  Ses- 
sion^ on  the  Strathbogie  case»  as  involring  a  manliest  as- 
snmption  of  a  right  to  control  or  regnlate  the  decisions  of 
Church  Courts  in  matters  purely  spiritual,  and  that  no  civil 
court  hid  ;iUeuipLed  such  interference  since  the  era  of  the 
revolution. 

A  meeting  "^a^  held  in  the  Council  Chamber,  23d  IVfnrch, 
1840,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  means 
of  improving  the  condition  of  the  poor, — the  Lord  Provost 
in  the  chair.  The  first  resolution  adopted  wa%  ^  That  this 
meeting  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  poor  in  some  parts  of 
Scotland,  and  especially  in  the  large  towns  and  Hi^ands^ 
are  sabject  to  a  greater  degree  of  want  and  misery  than  is 
to  be  found  in  England  or  in  most  other  dvilixed  conntries.** 
— This  meetmg  was  an  important  one^  inasmuch  as  it  may  be 
said  to  have  originated  the  new  Poor  Law  Act  for  Scotland, 
which  parsed  a  few  years  ailerwards  (1844).  Two  distin- 
guished Professors  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh  had 
taken  tlie  deepest  interest  in  this  Rubjcct.  Their  object  was 
ahke — the  best  means  of  Improving  tlie  condition  of  the 
poor.  Dr.  Chalmers  was  opposed  to  the  principle  of  a  com- 
pulsory assessm^t  for  the  poor,  conceiving  it  attended  with 
the  most  deleterious  effects. — It  was  the  publication  of  the 
work  of  his  antagonirt,  Dr.  Alison,  <  On  the  Management  of 
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the  Poor  in  Sootlandy'  whirb,  exciting  great  interest^  led  to 
this  influential  meeting.* 

The  adherents  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  bebg  veiy 
much  divided  on  the  Non-Intrusion  and  Spiritual  Indepen- 
dence qaestions,  and  the  newspaper  press  in  Edinburgh 
bciiii^  on  various  grounds  ahnost  entirely  ranged  on  the  oj>- 
pt>hite  bitle,  it  became  impurtant  for  the  non-intrusionists  to 
e<;tablisli  a  journal  to  advocate  their  views.  Accordingly, 
The  Witness  newspaper  uas  commenced,  15th  Janujiry, 
1840)  puhll>hing  twice  a-week,  and  it  had  the  good  fortune 
to  secure  the  services  of  Hugh  Miller  as  editor.  This  indi- 
vidtial,  one  of  the  most  able  and  original-minded  men  of 
the  present  century;  born  in  humble  life,  he  gradually 
chiselled  his  way  as  a  working  stone-mason,  till  he  became 
perhaps  the  most  talented  editor  of  a  newspaper  to  be  found 
in  Britain,  and  attained  the  highest  rank  as  a  Geologist, 
and  few  men  write  the  English  language  with  more  power 
and  beauty.  For  this  gieat  battle  in  tlio  Church  of  Scot- 
land, he  had  the  a  h  mtage  of  his  whole  heart  being  in 
the  cause :  for  the  highest  eloquence  loses  itb  power  when 
bereft  of  moral  earnestness.  This  newspaper,  with  such  ac- 
companiments, speedily  attained  a  status  and  circulation 
almost  unsurpassed  by  any  Scottish  newspaper. 

A  meeting  on  the  subject  of  the  Conversion  of  the  Jews, 
was  held  in  the  Hopetoun  Booms,  14th  April,  1940, — Geoige 
Forbes,  Esq.,  in  the  chair.  An  able  and  interesting  article 
on  the  gradual  return  of  the  Jews  to  Palestine  or  Holy 
Land,  had  appeared  in  the  Quarterly  Review  a  few  yean 
before,  written  by  the  present  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  then 

*  Tho«e  who  wish  to  study  the  writings  of  these  two  eminent  phiJ«ii- 
thropista  on  thtf  Titally  important  quettaon  in  political  economy,  we  would 
fefer  to  Dr.  Alison's  work  named  above,  and  to  '  The  Bufficieae^  of  a  Fir* 
rochial  System  without  a  Pwr  Rate,  for  the  Rii:ht  Management  of  the 
Poor,  with  two  ETisays  on  Cognate  subjects.  The  first  read  to  the  British 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science;  the  second  to  the  Royal  In- 
atitnte  of  FraocOf*  by  Ihr.  Chalmeni  in  the  21st  toI.  of  his  wocks,  imd  to 
Ur.  Aliton**  *■  Reply  to  Dr.  Oulmef*.'— Edinburgh.  1841. 
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Lord  Ashley,  which  oontribated  to  aronM  the  pahlie  at- 
tentton  to  the  stoiy  of  this  ancient  people,  so  remarkable 

in  the  history  of  the  world. — ^On  this  occasion  the  principal 
s|)caki  r  ^\  as  Professor  Alexander  of  King's  Colle<i;e,  Lon- 
don, who  a  few  years  afterwards  became  Bishop  of  Jeru- 
salem. He  was  himself  a  converted  Jew. — lie  said  the  best 
way  to  convert  liis  conntr}'men  was  to  ])Ut  tlie  Bible  in  their 
hands.  It  was  long  before  he  knew  there  was  such  a  book 
as  the  New  Testament.  When  he  left  Germany  twenty 
years  before^  he  was  to  have  come  to  take  the  place  of  Babbi 
among  the  Jews  of  Eidinbnrgli.^When  the  Jews  believed 
the  New  TeBtament,  then  they  became  real  Jews,  Till  he 
procured  a  copy  of  it  in  German  he  had  no  idea  that  Ghiis- 
tianity  professed  to  be  firanded  on  Jndaismi  or  that  Jesos  of 
Nazareth  dumed  to  be  the  Messiah  promised  to  their 
Others,  and  it  was  not  till  after  a  painful  struggle  of  five 
years  that  he  was  enlightened,  in  the  faith.  He  mentioned 
these  things  in  order  to  induce  Christians  to  send  the  New 
Testament  to  the  Jews.  Ilis  was  not  a  peculiar  case^  it  was 
the  case  of  the  nation  at  large. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  having  brought  a  Bill  into  the 
House  of  Peers,  with  a  view  to  settle  the  Choich  of  Scot- 
land question — a  public  meeting  of  those  in  favour  of  the 
Bill  was  held  in  the  Assembly  Rooms,  22d  May,  1840,— Sir 
Robert  Abercromby  in  the  chair, — and  on  the  following  dajy 
in  the  same  place,  a  laa^  meeting  was  held  of  those  opposed 
to  the  Bill, — the  Lord  Provost  in  the  chaur;  and  five  days 
afterwards  in  the  Tron  Church,  the  General  Assembly  came 
to  a  vote  on  the  same  subject,  221  being  against  the  BiU, 
and  only  134  in  its  favour. 

A  public  meeting  was  held  i'd  August,  1840, — the  Lord 
Provost  presiding, — w  hen  it  was  agreed  immediately  to  com- 
mence in  the  Old  Fishmarket  Close,  a  ISi^iit  j\sylum  for 
the  Houseless  Poor.  Previous  to  this  many  destitute  crea- 
tures were  wont  to  sl^p  in  stairs  or  streets  of  the  city,  and 
this  valuable  institution  has  been  found  of  great  benefit  to 
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the  poorer  daflaefe;  each  inmate  being  allowed  porridge 
and  a  bed  at  nighty  and  their  breakiast  in  the 
Strictly  speaking  the  refuge  was  meant  only  for  a  single 
night,  though  in  urgent  cases  this  is  sometimes  extended. 
Tiiis  undertaking  was  chiefly  promoted  by  a  citizen,  Bobert 
Clark,  Esq., 

A  graiul  gala  day  was  held,  15th  August,  1840,  on 
laying  tlie  ibuudation-stone  of  Sir  Walter  Scott's  Monu- 
menty  from  a  design  by  Kemp. — masonic  procesdoo 
took  place — ^Prince's  Street  Gardena  were  filled  with  a  yast 
assemblage  of  people.  The  day  was  chosen  as  the  anm> 
versary  of  Sir  Waltei^s  birth,  and  the  ceremony  presided 
over  by  tlie  Lord  Provost  of  the  dty,  which  was  thna  about 
to  add  to  its  public  buildings  one  of  the  most  exquisiteljr 
beautiful,  of  which  any  city  in  Europe  can  boast. 

On  the  death  of  Principal  Baird  in  1840,  Dr.  John  Lee, 
a  iiiiui  of  considerable  learning  and  research,  was  aj)pointed 
Principal  of  the  University,  and  delivered  his  inaugural 
address  to  a  crowded  audience,  2d  November.  On  this 
occasion,  the  reverend  Principal  was  preceded  by  the  in- 
ttgnia  of  the  city  and  University,  and  was  accompanied 
by  the  Lord  Provost,  who  is  also  Lord  Bector  of  die 
University. — ^Principal  Lee  said  he  had  succeeded  one 
whose  patriarchal  appearance  had  been  familiar  in  these 
balls  for  nearly  half  a  centuiy,  and  that  there  were  some 
present  who  even  remembered  the  dignity  with  which  the 
same  office  had  been  filled  by  a  man  of  high  intellect — 
Principal  Robertson,  whose  name  had  long  reflected  lustre 
on  the  University  of  lulinburgh,  and  on  the  country;  the 
history  of  which  he  had  ilhistrated  with  a  felicity  of  style 
and  a  depth  of  philosophical  reflection  wiiich  Herodotus 
might  have  envied. 

Dr.  Lee  said,  the  first  movement  towards  the  erection  of 
a  College  in  Edinburgh  was  in  1558,  by  fiobert  Reid, 
Bishop  of  Orkney,  who  was  for  ten  years  Fkresident  of  the 
Court  of  Seasioiii  and  whose  litflcary  taste  was  only  equalled 
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hy  hifl  political  sagacity  and  princely  mmiifioence.  His 
legacy  purchased  the  ground  on  which  the  original  College 
was  btiilty  and  the  vidnntaiy  contribntions  of  citizens  reared 

tlie  unambitious  structure,  which  served  as  the  metropolitan 
University  for  nearly  a  century  and  a  half,  and  most  un- 
fortunately, when  the  present  splendul  building  was  con- 
structed, the  boundaries  were  not  enlarged,  and  no  room 
left  for  a  common  hall  and  a  college  chapeh  While  they 
owed  the  origin  of  this  academical  establishment  to  a  Bishop 
Beid,  they  had  this  year,  1840,  succeeded  to  a  most  muni* 
fioent  bene&ction  from  a  General  of  the  same  name^ — the 
sum  of  nearly  £70,000|  for  establishing  a  professorship  of 
music  and  other  oseful  pturposes. 

While  excitement  in  political  affinrs  had  very  much  calmed 
down  in  Edinburgh,  great  contention  had  arisen  on  cfanrch 
questions.  In  these  there  were  first  the  Moderates,  who 
followed  in  the  wake  of  Principal  Robertson;  second,  the 
Non-IntiUJ^ionists,  whose  principal  leaders  might  be  said  to 
be  Drs.  Chalmers,  Welsh,  and  Candlish;  and  third,  the 
Voluntaries,  who  were  opposed  to  all  ecclesiastical  estiibiish- 
ments.  With  these  contending  principles  uppermost  in  the 
minds  of  the  citiaensy  the  civic  elections  of  November,  1840, 
excited  intense  interest,  and  this  was  much  increaaed 
by  the  circumstance  of  each  party  having  brooght  on  the 
fidd  a  candidate  fat  the  civic  chair*  The  first  sop- 
ported  Sir  William  I>i7sdale;  the  second  were  in  fiivour 
of  the  re-election  of  Sir  James  Forrest,  Bart  of  Comi* 
ston,  whom  the  whig  clique  had  brought  forward  as 
chici  magistrate  in  1837,  and  carried  his  election  when  it 
was  alleged  that  his  iioii-:iC(|iKiiiitaiice  with  munli  ijial  atraire 
rendered  him  soniowhat  disqnaliHed  for  the  utiice,  but  now, 
when  he  had  become  convci*sant  with  thescj  tlioy  opposed 
him  and  supported  the  candidate  of  the  third  party, — Mr. 
Adam  Black.  Perhaps  no  contest  was  ever  pursued  with 
greater  keenness  than  this.  The  Dissenters  from  the  esta- 
blished church  committed  the  mistake  of  imagining  that  Mr. 
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Black  was  opposed  simply  because  he  was  a  Dissenter^  and 
therefore  viewed  their  opponents  as  violating  the  principles 
of  civil  and  religioas  libertji  whereas  it  was  as  a  Volnntaiy 
he  was  then  objected  to^  and  the  great  majoritjr  of  the 
electors  at  that  period  belonging  to  the  Establishment;  they 
possessed  and  exercised  the  power  of  carry  ing  a  man  of  their 
own  views.    Sir  t)  aiiics  Forrest  was  re-elected. 

It  liad  froqiiently  been  j)r(ipoRed  to  erect  a  church  for  the 
poor  in  the  C»mgate,  wliere  the  f3;reater  part  of  the  seats 
would  he  free,  as,  from  the  high  seat  rents  exacted  by  the 
magistrates^  the  Established  churches  in  Edinburgh  were 
adapted  only  for  the  rich.     The  want  of  religious  in> 
struction  for  the  poor  hud  been  paiticularly  felt  by  the 
dense  and  dingy  population  of  the  Old  Greyfiian  parish, 
a  locality  which  included  some  of  the  worst  parts  of  the 
Cowgate  and  Grassmarket,   The  ministers  of  this  parish, 
John  Sym  and  Thomas  Guthriei  two  excellent  and  zealous 
clergymen,  had  been  anxious  to  erect  a  church  and  sdiool 
for  the  poorer  classes  in  the  locality,  thongh  they  did 
not  succeed  in  obtainintj  the  necessary  funds;  but  it  was 
afterw  ards  agreed  to  uncollegiate  the  parish,  an  arrangement 
which  was  brouglit  about  by  the  Edinburgh  Savings'  Bank 
having  been  abolished  after  the  institution  of  the  National 
Security  Savings  Bank,  and  the  directors  of  the  former, 
appropriating  their  surplus  funds  to  the  erection  of  a  new 
church  in  this  parish,  with  the  sittings  chiefly  allocated 
to  the  poor;  and  other  subscribers  agreemg  to  erect 
a  school.    The  foundation  stone  of  this  church,  to  he 
called  St  John's,  was  laid  in  Victoria  Tenaoe^  li^  April, 
18399  and  Mr.  Ghithrie  being  appointed  minister,  it  was 
opened  by  him  in  presence  of  the  Magistrates,  19th  Novem- 
ber, 1840.    At  the  close  of  his  discourse  on  this  occasion,  he 
developed  his  views  for  the  management  of  tlie  ]iarish,  on 
the  strictly  territorial  or  parochial  system — all  })arishioners 
having  free  seats,  and  dividing  the  locality  into  small 
manageable  districts,  in  which  the  physical,  educational, 
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and  religioiu  interosts  of  the  poor  tniglit  bo  saperintended. 
This  admirablo  system,  the  same  whidi  Chahnen  had  pro- 
mulgated in  Glasgow,  so  far  back  as  the  jear  ISIS,  and 

followed  out  in  Edinburgh  at  a  later  date,  seems  the  true 
foundatiuu  for  the  improvement  and  amelioration  of  the 
poor  in  large  cities, 

A  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  was  lielJ  1st  December, 
1840,  to  congratulate  the  Sovereign,  Queen  ^'ictoria,  on 
the  birth  of  the  Princess  Boyaly— the  Lord  Provost  was 
called  to  the  chair.  Some  oonunotioii  arose  by  the  Chartists 
moving  as  an  addition  and  amendment  to  the  address,  a 
request  that  all  prisoners  for  political  offences  should  be 
liberated  on  this  joyful  occasion.  The  orig^ial  address  was 
carried. 

The  unhappy  collisions  that  had  arisen  between  the  civil 

and  ecclesiastical  courts,  now  induced  many  to  take  the 
view  that  the  abolition  of  Church  Patronage  was  the  way  to 
restore  peace.  Accordingly  a  meeting  of  the  inhaljilants  was 
held  ill  Gt'urge  btrecL  Assembly  Kuoms,  9th  December, 
1840,  where  it  was  ably  and  eloquently  argued  that  now 
was  the  time  to  go  to  Parliament,  praying  for  the  repeal  of 
the  act  of  Queen  Anne  of  1711,  which  restored  patronage, 
and  which  then  had  been  hurriedly  passed.  Unanimous 
resolutions  to  that  effect  were  adopted  by  the  meeting. 
On  looking  back  at  the  whole  of  these  contests,  it  would 
perhaps  have  been  well  if  the  Established  Church  had 
taken  its  stand  from  1833  unflinchingly  on  the  abolition 
of  Patronage,  but  it  was  in  their  desire  for  peace  that, 
guided  by  the  advice  of  some  of  the  law  officers  of  the 
Crown,  they  had  proposed  tlie  Veto  Act,  deeming  that 
it  would  answer  tlje  purpose  of  stmring  congregations 
from  the  intrusion  of  unacceptable  miuister^. 

A  public  meeting  was  held  in  the  Ilopetoun  Rooms,  2l8t 
December^  1^40, — the  Duke  of  Bucdeuch  in  the  chair, — 
for  the  purpose  of  promoting  subscriptions  to  erect  additional 
buildings  at  the  Lunatic  Aaylum,  Momingside,  for  the  ao- 
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commodation  of  the  poorer  patients.  This  institution  was 
commenced  in  1792,  but  liad  hitherto  been  chielly  devoted  to 
patients  in  tlie  niiiKllL-  or  better  ranks  of  and  wliat  was 
now  deMtierated  was  a  large  new  wiiiLj  to  iio  occupied  by 
pauper  lunatics,  wiiere  the  gentle,  soothing,  and  kind  system 
of  treatment  should  be  ad()))te(],  as  this  was  found  to  be  the 
best  mode  of  cure ;  and  tb«  establishments,  the  Bedlam  at 
Teviot  Row,  and  the  receptacle  at  the  West  Church  work- 
house^  cUd  not  admit  of  the  improved  system  of  treatment. 
The  Eark  of  Stair  and  Haddington^  Lords  Jeflrey  and 
Morray,  took  part  in  the  proceedings.  The  latter  said,  that 
when  Lord  Advocate,  he  had  found  it  was  impossible  to  get 
pauper  lunatics  into  suitable  asylums.  He  hoped  this  stain 
would  now  be  wiped  away. 


David  Bridges  was  born  in  Edinburgh  in  1776| 
and  was  a  pupil  at  the  Iligli  School.  Ue  became 
well-known  in  Edinburgh  from  his  taste  for  literatoie  and 
the  fine  arts.  He  is  mentioned  in  Peter^s  Letters  to  hia 
Kbsfolk.  In  Blackwood's  Magazine  he  was  designated  by 
Lockhart  and  Wilson  as  the  Director  General  of  the  Fine 
Arts  in  Scotland.   He  died  in  1840. 


Alexander  Nasniyth,  the  well-known  landscape 
painter,  was  Iwrn  in  Edinburgh  1757,  and  was  ap- 
prenticed to  ^illan  Ramsay,  the  son  of  the  poet.  Tie  atler- 
wards  travelled  in  Italy,  but  spent  the  f^reat  part  of  a  long 
life  in  his  native  city^  wliere  he  obtained  a  high  lepulatiim 
as  an  artist,  so  much  so^  tliat  pictures  in  his  style  came  to 
be  designated  as  of  the  Nasmyth  school.  He  also  adopted 
landscape  gardening  or  laying  out  pleasure  grounds  wiA 
beauty  and  harmonious  efl^ct,  as  a  branch  of  his  prafession. 
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He  took  an  active  part  in  all  the  institutions  in  Edinburgh 
for  promoting  the  fine  arts,  was  a  member  of  the  original 
Society  of  Scottish  ArtistSy  an  associate  of  the  Koyal  Insti- 
tation,  and  an  honorary  member  of  the  Scottish  Academy. 
Nasmyth  died  at  Edinburgh  in  1840. 


^nnrtpal  iSattO. 

1840  Baird,  Principal  for  a  long  j^eriod  of 

years  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  was  boni  in 
1761,  tlie  son  of  a  fanner  near  Borrowstonness.  In  1773  he 
was  a  pupil  at  tlie  rollofje  ot  which  he  afterwards  became  tlie 
head.  He  was  ordained  nnnister  of  Dunkcld  in  1787,  and 
three  years  after  of  Lady  Tester's  church,  Edinburgh.  In 
1792  he  was  transferred  to  New  Grey  friars  church,  and  was 
also  appointed  to  the  Hebrew  chair  in  the  Univernty.  He 
married  the  daughter  of  Provost  Elder^  whose  influence 
was  so  great  in  those  days — ^the  closing  portion  of  last 
oentory — in  Edinbntgb, — as  to  aid  bis  promotion  not  a 
little.  On  the  death  <^  Principal  Robertson  in  1793,  yonng 
Baird  became  Principal  of  the  metropolitan  University. 

He  was  a  man  of  kindly  and  benevolent  disposition,  and 
took  an  active  part  in  the  General  Assembly  scheme  for 
educating  the  inliabitants  of  the  Highlands  and  Islands  of 
Scotland.    He  died  in  1840. 


^^^^  John  Thomson,  one  of  the  most  beantifhl  land- 
scape painters  Scotland  has  prodnoed,  was  bom  In 
Ayrsbirsy  1778.  He  was  a  pnpii  of  Nasmyth,  and  instead 
<if  the  pulpit,  a  painter  should  have  been  his  profession.  He 
was  educated  iot  the  Scottish  church,  and  became  minister 
of  Dnddingston,  near  Edinburgli,  where  he  spent  the 
greater  part  of  his  life.  The  manse  is  beautifully  situated 
on  the  banks  ut  tiie  loch  of  Duddiiigaton,  where  the  Edin- 
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burghers  hold  their  s|*orts  of  skating  and  curling,  to  the 
soiitli  of  Arthar's  Seat.  Thomscm^s  iaodscapes  bear  the 
highest  character  for  genius  and  beaat]^.  He  died  in  1840. 
Lord  John  Russell,  as  the  ofy^  of  Lord 
boume^s  nuiustiy,  having  annotmced  in  the  House 
of  Commons  in  April,  1941,  that  goTemment  proposed  to 
alter  the  Corn  Laws  hj  establishing  a  fixed  raodenite  dntjr 
instead  of  the  sliding  scale  of  the  existing  system;  this  threw 
tile  CLiuiitrv  into  Oijitatiun  un  the  subject. 

A  lacetiui:  of  the  inhabitaitu  waa  hcM  on  10th  ^If»y, 
for  the  purjH)>e  of  expressinir  approval  of  the  measures 
brought  fonvard  by  her  Majesty's  government  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  present  Com  Laws,  and  revision  of  the  duties 
on  foreign  sugars  and  timber, — Adam  Black,  Esq.,  in  the 
chaiir.  The  Chartists  iuternipted  the  pniceedings  by  mov- 
ing a  rival  chairman,  and  chiimed  a  majori^  for  their 
nominee^  when,  to  prevent  further  altefcation,  Mr.  Bladt 
adjourned  the  meeting. 

On  5th  Jnne^  Sir  Bobert  Peel  earned  a  motion  m  the 
House  of  Commons  expressive  of  a  want  of  confidence  in 
the  ministry,  by  a  majority  of  one,  in  a  hou^  of  623  mem- 
bers. This  led  tu  a  dissolution  of  railiauicii!,  and  on  21st 
June,  .^ir  Joim  Campbell  announced  to  the  electors  of 
Eiiinburgli,  that  when  preparing  to  aj>pear  before  them  to 
solicit  a  re-election,  he  had  been  ap|X)inted  Lord  Chancellor 
of  Ireland,  but  that  be  looked  with  honest  pride  at  ha\nng 
been  among  the  first  members  returned  to  the  Reformed 
Parliament  hj  tlie  city  of  Edinburgh,  along  with  Jeffbbt, 
Abbbcboxbt,  and  Macaulat. 

The  new  election  for  Edinbnzgh  took  place  on  Ist  July, 
1841,  when  the  Ri^t  Hon.  T.  B.  Macaday  and  William 
Gibson  Craig,  Esq.,  were  proposed  and  seconded,  and  also 
Col.  Thompson  and  J ames  Lawrie.  The  show  of  hands  at  the 
hustings  indicated  a  majority  in  favour  of  the  two  latter,  but 
CoL  Thompsou*s  supporters  declining  a  poll,  and  James 
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Lawrie,  who  was  a  Chartist,  doing  the  same,  Macanlay  and 
Gibsoa  Craig  were  declared  dvAy  elected. 

A  public  dinner  was  given  on  25tlL  Jone^  1841,  to 
Charles  Dickens,  liie  popolar  audior  of  the  Fickwidc  Papers, 
Nicholas  Nidcbhj,  uid  olher  worka^ — Frofesior  Wilson  in 
the  diair.  Upwards  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  gentlemen 
were  present  in  the  great  Waterloo  Room,  and  in  the 
ing,  about  two  hundred  ladies  graced  tlie  scene. — The  chief 
benefit  of  Dickens's  writings  has  been  to  interest  society  in 
tlie  welfare  of  thu  humbler  classes — sho^\  ill^  that  tlie  same 
world  of  emotion  beats  in  their  bosoms?  in  the  higher 
classes.  His  picture  of  Little  Nelly  and  her  aged  blind 
grandftther  may  be  adduced  as  a  specimen.  At  this  period 
Dickens  seemed  a  young  man  about  32  years  of  age,  and 
his  spoken  eloquence  was  mneh  in  the  style  of  his  written 
.pffodnctions. 

A  pobUc  meeting  was  held  in  the  Hopetoon  l^ooms,  18th 
Octoher,  1841,  to  afford  Mr.  Latrobe  and  the  Tenerable 
Scottish  poet,  James  Montgomery,  an  opportunity  of  giving 
some  account  of  the  philanthropic  missions  of  the  Moravians 
or  United  Brethren, — the  l^ord  Provost  was  called  to  the 
chair.  Mr.  ^lontgomery  said  he  had  left  Scotland  when  a 
child,  and  liad  never  again  crossei  l  tlic  En  relish  border  till 
three  weeks  ago;  he  arrived  in  Edinburgh  when  the  face  oi 
nature  was  shrouded  in  darkness,  and  the  first  ^ling  he  ob- 
served was  a  street  brawl.  The  next  morning  was  the  Sab- 
bath—there was  a  repose  in  the  city,  and  a  beaoty  in  the 
liea?ens  which  soothed  and  cheered  the  heart,  all  the  more 
from  the  contrast  with  the  bustle  of  bnnness,  and  diey  had 
seen  enough  to  leave  snch  an  impression  on  their  minds^  as 
wonld  never  he  obliterated.  The  line  old  man  then  stated 
variotxs  details  vriA  respect  to  the  origin  and  progress  of  the 
Moravian  missions  in  the  West  Indies,  and  tiieir  labours  in 
behalf  of  the  education,  civilization,  and  Christianization  of 
the  Negroes.  His  statements  naturally  recalled  to  the  me- 
moir of  his  hearers  his  own  beautil'ul  lines: 

2  H 
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'  Thy  chains  arc  brukeu,  Africa,  be  free! 
Tliufl  saith  the  iflland-empress  of  the 


This  was  the  iirst  and  only  visit  of  this  excellent  and 
venerable  poot  t<>  the  nit  tmpolis  of  his  native  country,*  and 
when  asked  it'  he  would  not  come  back,  he  remarked  that 
Wordsworth  had  revisited  Yarrow,  and  he  would  like  to  see 
Edinburgh  again. 

The  great  guns  of  the  Castle  announced  to  the  inhabi- 
tants the  birth  of  an  heir  apjiarent  to  the  British  Crown, 
11th  November,  1841.  Tlie  Merchant  Company  voted  an 
adJivss  of  coniiratuhition  the  same  day  to  Queen  Victoria, 
on  tlie  h:i|)j»>  cvcnt;  and  the  f  )ll()\vinir  d:iy  a  jmblic  meeting 
was  held  in  tlie  Wuteiloo  Iloums,  tor  the  same  jturpuse, — 
the  Lord  Provost  )>re>idinii;.  On  the  15tli,  the  T^ord  Pro- 
vost and  Magistrates  entertaim-d  about  one  tliousand  of  the 
most  respectable  citizens  at  a  bancpiet  in  the  Parliament 
House,  (»n  tlie  joyful  occasion.  Instead  of  the  old  custom, 
of  illuminating  the  city,  the  more  judicious  plan  was  adopted 
of  agreeing  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  for  the  relief  of  the 
necessitous  poor,  which  was  expended  in  meal,  potatoes,  and 
coal.  The  subscription  amounted  to  nearly  £o,000.  The 
hoy  was  created  Prince  of  Wales,  4th  December, 
and  uu  ^.')tli  January,  1^)12,  was  baptized  with  the 
name  of  Ai.hkkt  Ki)W.\i:i). 

A  meetinjj  of  the  inhabitants  was  held  in  the  Assembly 
Rooms,  31st  ilanuary,  \  f>\2, — the  Loitl  Provost  in  the  chair. 
The  object  of  the  nicrtiiii;  was  to  consider  the  | v-c-ont  situ- 
ation and  prospects  ot  tin  ( 'liurch  of  Scotland.  The  general 
conviction  was,  that  the  abolition  Patronage  was  now  the 
cure  for  ilie  existing  dilhculties. — They  were  not  fighting  to 
give  additional  power  to  the  clergy,  but  for  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  people,  and  for  the  principles  of  religious 
liberty.  A  stix)ng  resolution  for  the  repeal  of  the  law  of 
Patronage  was  adopted.    It  was  remarked  at  this  great  a»» 


*  He  di«d  April,  1954. 
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scmblage,  that  tlie  proceedings  of  the  Civil  Courts  might 
drive  the  best  ministers  out  of  the  Established  Church,  but 
they  could  not  drive  them  oat  of  the  hearts  and  affecdoiu  of 
the  people  of  Sootlaiid. 

A  public  meeting  was  held  ia  the  HopetooD  Booms,  14th 
Febmaiy^  1842, — the  Lord  Provost  in  the  chair, — to  ex- 
press their  opposition  to  the  ronningof  railway  trains  on 
the  Sabbath-day — day  of  rest  Besdntioiis  to  that 
e&bd  were  adopted. 

A  great  era  in  the  commercial  intercourse  of  ScotUiml 
occurred  on  18th  February,  l>y  the  0|jeDing  of  the 

Edinburgli  nnd  Glasgow  Kailway,  which  was  now  to  reduce 
tlie  time  occupied  in  travelling  betueen  these  two  ^eat 
cities,  from  four  or  five  hours  to  less  than  two  hours.  There 
was  a  great  assemUage  of  people  at  the  west  end  of  the 
New  town,  near  the  terminus  of  the  Kailway,  to  witness  the 
opening  of  this  important  undertaking.  A  train  of  thirty 
carriages  arrived  about  mid-day  fiom  Glasgow^  conveying 
the  west  conntiy  directors^  drawn  by  three  engines,  bearing 
the  appropriate  names  of  &e  Stephenson^  the  Playlair,  and 
tlie  Galileo — they  were  hailed  by  the  band  of  the  5dd  regi- 
ment, playing  "See  the  conquering  hero  comes.** — ^The 
Edinburgh  directors  entered  their  train,  consisting  of  twenty- 
six  carria<rcs,  and  both  started  for  Glasgow,  the  journey 
being  accomplished  at  the  rate  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty- 
five  miles  an  hour. — 1  he  Cowlairs  station  at  Glasgow  was 
converted  into  a  tenij)orary  hall,  where  upwards  of  one 
thousand  gentlemen  partook  of  a  splendid  banquet^ — Mr. 
Leadbetter,  chairman  of  the  Company,  presiding,  supported 
by  the  Lord  Provosts  of  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow.  The 
Chief  Magistrate  of  Edinburgh  remarked,  that  it  seemed,  as 
if  by  some  gigantic  power  the  two  cities  had  been  uprooted 
from  their  old  foundatbns  and  forced  into  immediate  oontpict, 
and  the  distance  between  them  comparatively  annihilated. 

A  scheme  was  now  promulgated  in  Edinburgh  with  n 
view  to  subtaui  a  {1*66  and  independent  church  in  Scotland, 
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in  case  Parliament  confirmed  the  view  taken  hj  the  Sootdali 
civil  courts,  upon  the  eccleiiastical  qnestaona  agitating  the 
ooiintiy.  It  was  proposed,  by  oontribations  from  parochial 
districts,  to  raise  a  fund  to  yield  not  less  than  £100  per  an- 
num to  each  minister,  and  that  for  one  or  two  months  of  the 
year  each  clergyman  might  have  a  rotation  or  itinerancy  to 
pi-omote  a  more  diffused  interest  among  tlie  whole  bmlv  of 
the  people.  It  was  even  calculated,  that  to  siistairi  000 
ministers,  a  fund  might  be  voluntarily  raised  to  allow  £200 
a-year  to  each,  or  £150  for  600  ministers,  besides  building 
new  churches. 

The  keen  and  anxious  collisions  that  had  arisen  regarding 
ecclesiastical  questions,  imparted  a  deep  interest  to  eveiy 
8t«p  that  was  taken  regarding  the  Church  o£  Scotland; 
and  government  appointed,  a  nobleman  of  high  rank  and 
great  wealth,  to  represent  the  Sovereign  in  ihe  General  As- 
sembly at  Edinburgh,  during  the  session  of  1642, — ^the 
Marquis  of  Bute.  The  Marquis  opened  the  Assembly  on 
19th  May,  with  a  state^tiqnette,  and  procession  of  unusual 
splciidoLU*. — About  one  hundred  carriages  appeared  in  tlie 
vice-re fTfil  train. 

At  this  Assembly  there  were  216  rm  uibers  voted  that 
Patronage  is  a  grievance,  and  is  the  main  cause  of  the  diffi- 
culties in  which  the  church  was  involved,  and  that  it  ought 
to  be  abolished;  there  was  thus  a  majority  of  69  members 
in  fiivour  of  the  abolition  of  Patronage.  This  Assembly,  on 
a  subsequent  day — 24th  May,  agreed  to  present  a  Claim 
of  Rights  to  the  government,  protesting  against  the  en* 
croachments  of  the  civil  courts.  Its  adoption  was  carried 
by  241  against  110. 

The  Highland  and  Agricultural  Society  of  Scotland  heM 
a  L'ni'id  exhibition  or  show  of  live  stock,  and  of  agricultural 
implements  at  Kdiiiburgli,  2d  Aufrust,  1612.  It  attracted 
visitor  from  all  quarters  of  the  country,  and  the  city  was 
crowde(l  like  a  fnir.  The  show  was  held  at  Warren ders 
Park,  Bruntsfield  Links.    Upwards  of  twenty  thousand 
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}i«ople  visiled  it;  tnd  iti  the  erreniogy  a  public  dinner  totk 
place  in  a  splendid  paTiUon  erected  for  the  occasioa  on  the 
CesMulL   The  Duke  of  Biefamond  presided  tm  chainnan» 

and  the  Duke  of  Roxburgh  was  croupier*  Upwards  of  twe 
thousand  gentlemen  were  present,  and  the  whole  affair  went 
off  with  great  erlof. 

About  the  middle  of  the  same  month,  considerable  excite- 
ment was  caused  by  the  announcement  that  the  young  and 
popular  Sovereign  of  Britain,  Queen  Victoria,  was  to  Yiait 
the  ancient  metropolis  of  Scotland.  Her  Majesty,  accom* 
paniisd  by  her  husband,  Prince  Albert,  left  Windsor  Palace, 
29th  August,  1842,  and  embarked  at  Woolwich  on  board 
the  Boyal  Qeotge  yacht.  On  account  of  hasy  weadier,  the 
royal  squadron  only  reached  Inchkeith  about  midnight  on 
Blst  August,  and  eariy  next  morning,  the  tvj  anniversaiy 
of  the  day  on  which  Queen  Mary  entered  her  capital  of 
Scotland  from  France  nearly  tliree  centuries  before, — Queen 
Victoria  and  her  royal  consort  landed  at  Granton  Pier. 
Great  prepjirfitions  had  been  made  in  Edinbnrgh  for  the 
roval  procf^vKiii.  A  fpniporarv  city  irnte  was  erected  at 
Brandon  Street,  where  it  was  arranged  the  Magistrates  were 
to  present  the  keys — and  for  several  days  multitudes  of 
strangers  had  arrived.  On  the  morning  of  let  September, 
the  Queen's  body  guard,  the  royal  archers,  assembled  at  the 
Militaiy  Academy,  under  the  command  of  the  Earl  of  DaU 
hooaie^  now  Marquis  of  Dalhonsle,  and  Lord  Eloho^  now 
Earl  of  WemysB,  hut  by  some  mistake  the  proper  signals 
announcing  the  Queen*s  arrival  had  not  been  given,  and 
soon  after  nine  o'clock  the  strangers  and  inhabitants  of  the 
city  were  cauijlit  by  surprise,  with  the  ^eat  guns  of  the  fortress 
announcing  her  MajestT*s  nni  \  al— The  royal  body  guard 
proceeded  rapidly  on  fu«»t,  towards  iiraiulon  Street^  scarcely 
ill  time  to  take  tlieir  place  by  the  royal  carriage.  The  Ma- 
gistrates were  waiting  at  the  Council  Chamber,  when  the 
Queen's  arrival  in  the  city  was  announced,  and  they  pn^* 
ceeded  in  their  carriages  down  the  Canong^  at  a  galkp^ 
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The  whole  smngements  aboat  pi'itaeniing  tlie  ti  llie 
city  were  thus  orerthiowiiy  and  the  crush,  md  confiaiop, 
and  disappointment,  it  was  remarked,  racmbled  the  nrat  of 
a  beaten  armj. 

Meanwhile  the  mval  corteup  had  proceeded  to  Dalkeith 
Palace,  where  it  L  ul  bo»"ii  aiTuii^'cd  the  QiKvn  was  to  so- 
jotim.  In  the  c our-eof  the  <lav,  the  L- r  l  Provost  and  Ma- 
!ji'^trate«  hfid  an  intr  nit  w  with  ;>ir  liuU^rt  Feci  there,  when 
it  wai  arrange<i  tiiat  a  royal  progress  should  take  place 
through  the  city  on  ilie  following  Saturday. 

Edinburgh  was  s])1endi(lly  illaminated  in  honour  of  the 
Queen's  arrival,  2d  September,  1842^  and  on  the  foDoi^-ing 
day  her  Majesty,  accompanied  by  Prince  Albert,  left  Dal- 
keith fi>r  Holyrood,  whence  ahe  made  a  royal  progras  in 
her  carriage,  drawn  by  four  beantifol  bays,  and  esoorted  bj 
the  nobility  and  her  other  liege  subjects  up  the  ancient 
Canongate  and  High  Street — the  Castle  firing  a  royal  salute. 
At  the  Exchange,  the  Lord  Provost  and  Magistrates  pre- 
sented the  keys  of  the  city  with  a  short  address,  to  which 
her  Majesty  in  a  gracctul  and  atfable  manner  replied! 
**  I  return  the  keys  of  the  city,  with  perfect  coniidence, 
into  the  safe  keeping  of  the  Lord  Provost,  Magistrates  and 
Council.*' 

The  procession  now  proceeded  to  the  Castle.  The  Queen 
alighted  at  the  barrier  gate^  and  walked  with  Prince 
Albert  to  the  Aigyll  battery,  where  they  inspected  Mons 
Mef^  and  also  enjoyed  one  of  the  most  picturesque  and 
splendid  views  which  Europe  can  produce — ^Ihe  Firth  of 
Forth  and  its  stinny  shores  lying  before  them,  and  the  beau- 
tiful city  beneath.  They  then  surveyed  the  hall'  moon 
batter}',  and  visited  Queen  Mary's  apartment  where  James 
VT.  was  bom. 

During  the  time  her  Majesty  was  at  the  Castle,  the  foun- 
dation-stone of  the  Victoria  Hall,  with  the  new  church 
and  bnildings  for  the  General  Assembly,  was  laid.  On  the 
ptate  deposited  waa  inscribed: 
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Oa  tlw  Thifd  day  of  fieptenber,  in  llie  jiir  of  m  liori, 

MDCCCXLIIy 

The  day  of  our  Most  GraoiottB  M^ieslyt 

Queen  Victoria, 
Visiting  tlie  city  r>f  Edinburgh, 
Xbe  Bight  Hon.  Sir  James  l  orrc^t  of  ComhUm,  Bart, 

Lord  Provost, 

The  Rev.  David  Welsh,  D.D.,  Moderator  of  the  Asisembly, 
lliu  fouudatiou-stoae  of  this  superb  structure,  to  be  called 

Viotoria  Hall, 

For  the  tue  of  tho  Goaeral  Auembly  of  the  Churob  of  Sootkad, 

w«i  laid  by 

The  Bigbt  Hon.  Loid  ¥ndmkk  FSCiolafODee^     C*  H,  fto. 

The  loy tl  eavalcade  iraa  agun  foimed  at  the  Castk^  and 
{nraeeeded  down  the  Earthen  Monnd.  A  ibw  minutes  after 

it  passed  the  Royal  Institation  building,  a  temporary  gallery 
near  the  east  front  imfortunately  fell,  and  was  attended  with 
some  distressing  casualtics^—one  person  being  killed  and 
several  seriously  hurt. 

The  royal  party  proceeded  by  the  Dean  Bridge  to  Dal- 
meny  Park,  on  a  visit  to  the  £arl  of  Koaeberyy  and  in  the 
afternoon  returned  by  Leith  to  Dalkeith. 

On  5th  September,  Prince  Albert  visited  the  University) 
and  accompanied  by  Piindpal  Lee^  inspected  the  Museum, 
and  afterwards  went  throogh  the  Royal  Institution  bnildings 
and  n>de  to  the  Calton  Hill  to  see  the  various  monuments 
there. — ^The  same  day  her  Majest)'  heM  a  q>Iendid  reception 
at  Dalkeith  Fkdaee. 

The  Queen  and  Prince  Albert  left  the  city  on  6th  Sep- 
tember, to  visit  Scone  Palace  and  the  Marquis  of  Bread- 
albane,  at  Taymoutli,  and  otlier  parts  of  Perth  and  Stirling- 
shire, returning  to  Edinburcli  on  the  13th,  for  Dalkeith, 
and  they  finally  left  the  metropolis  of  Scotland  amid  the 
booming  of  cannon,  15th  September,  and  embarked  at 
Granton  Pier  for  London,  after  a  visit  which  seemed  alike 
pleasing  to  all  dasses  of  society. 

A  public  dinner  was  given  to  David  Roberts,  £sq^  the 
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distinguigbed  ardiitoctiural  painter;  in  the  Hx^pdUm  Bomney 
19th  October^  1842, — ^Lord  Cookbnm  in  the  chair.  Boberts 
had  given  to  the  pablic  the  most  beantifbl  lepresentationa 

of  Moorish  and  Grecian  architecture,  and  had  visited  a 
great  portion  of  the  territories  of  Europe  and  Asiii,  and 
illustrated  their  productions  in  hh  Vk  autiful  pictorial  efforts. 

The  Archduke  Frederick,  brother  of  the  late  Emppn>r  of 
Austria,  visited  the  city  in  October,  1H42|  and  privately  sur- 
Yeyed  many  of  the  public  institutions. 

A  convocation  of  clergymen  belongpig  to  the  Church  of 
Scotland,  who  had  resisted  the  encroachmenta  of  the  civil 
courts,  and  maintained  the  principles  of  Non-Intniaony  was 
held  in  Edinbnigh,  17th  November,  1842.  Chalmen  d^ 
livered  a  poweiful  disconrse,  and  after  a  few  days'  conierence 
fi>nr  hundred  and  twenty-eeven  ministers  signed  re8oln1iQn% 
requesting  a  legislative  remedy;  failin  >r  which,  they  intimated 
to  the  prime  minister,  Sir  Robert  Peel,  that  they  woolil  be 
obliged  to  leave  the  Established  Church. 

%it  €|«rta  Sen* 

Sir  Charles  Bell  was  bom  in  Edinbur^y  1778y 
and  educated  at  the  High  School  there.  He  was 
assistant  for  a  time  to  his  brother  John,  the  celebrated  £dp 
inbnigh  surgeon.  In  1799  he  became  a  member  of  the 
College  of  Surgeons,  Eduibni^.  He  vtote  one  of  the 
<Bridgewater  Treatises'  in  1834,  was  elected  Ftefemr  of 
Surgery  in  the  University  of  Edinbnigh  in  1835,  and  with 
Lord  Brougham  he  conjointly  edited  an  edition  of  *  Paley*8 
Tlieolog}' '  in  1836.  His  *  Exposition  of  tlie  Natural  System 
of  the  Nenes  of  the  Unman  I>o(ly  '  appeared  first  in  1824, 
and  his  enlarged  and  iriij (roved  edition  ot  tlie  '  Nervous 
System  of  the  Human  Body'  in  1836;  his  ^Institutes  of 
Surgery  *  in  1838.  As  a  discoverer  in  the  nervous  system, 
his  name  has  attained  the  highest  celebrity.  Seldom  had 
three  hsothen  enjoyed  greater  reputation  in  £dinbai]g^  than 
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John  BeU,  Sir  CharliS  Bell,  and  George  Joseph  Bell,  the 
author  of  the  ^  Cominentaries  (m  the  Contmeroial  Law  of 
Scotland. 
Sir  Charles  Bell  died  in  1842. 

Anodier  speciea  of  meetinff  or  entertainment  b&> 
gan  to  prevail  in  Edinburgh  about  this  period, 
called  Soirees,  from  taking  place  in  the  evening,  and  tea  or 

fruit  being  distributed  or  used  as  vivres,  A  meeting  of  this 
description  took  place  in  the  Waterloo  Rooms,  12th  Janu- 
ary, 1843,  to  reeeive  tlie  Anti-Corn  Law  deputation, — John 
Wighain,  jun.,  in  the  chair.  The  celebrated  Richard  C'ol>- 
den^  M.P.,  a  young  man  of  business-like  appeamnce,  ^reat 
earnestness  and  common  sense,  spoke  at  considerable  length; 
iho  CoL  P.  Thompson,  and  John  Bright  the  Quaker,  a 
talented  man,  much  al  his  ease,  and  evidently  one  who 
would  soon  find  his  way  into  Parliament  They  dilated 
Teiy  ably  on  a  proposition  which  to  many  was  as  dear  as 
any  in  EncKd— the  propriety  of  Free  Trade  in  Com.' 

A  meeting  of  the  Commission  of  the  General  Assembly 
was  held  in  the  High  Church,  31st  January,  184S, — ^Dr. 
Welsh,  the  Moderator,  in  the  chair.  An  official  letter  had 
been  received  from  the  Home  Secretary  of  State,  Sir  James 
Graliam,  sho\vini:  tli;it  the  <;overniiK  ]it  would  neither  accede 
to  the  (Jlaiui  ni'  IJitrl'ts  of  the  Church  ot  Scotland,  m>r  con- 
cede the  repeal  of  Queen  Anne's  Act,  restoring  Patronage. 
Under  these  circumstances,  if  such  views  were  confirmed  by 
the  legislature,  the  majority  of  the  Assembly  were  clearly 
of  opinion  that  they  conM  not  continne  in  the  Established 
Church.  The  Commission  therefore  appealed  from  the 
ministry  to  Pariiamenty  to  settle  this  important  question, 
and  on  8th  March  feUowiiig^  the  House  of  Commons,  by  a 
majority  of  1B5^  refused  even  to  send  the  petition  of  the 
Church  to  a  committee.  This  result  was  anticipated,  and  a 
disruption  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  seemed  inevitable. 
Government  were  misledi  by  having  been  assured  that  <mly 
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a  iew  of  those  whom  thejr  deemed  the  wild  men^  woold 
aecede.  Of  the  Scottish  members  preseDt  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  this  occasion,  25  voted  with  the  minority,  and 
only  12  in  the  majority. 

Active  measnres  were  now  instituted  in  E^nhofgh  and 
tliroughout  the  country  for  contiibutions  towards  the  sus- 
tentatiun  of  a  Free  Church,  independent  ot  the  state,  in 
prospect  of  the  disruption.  A  tcm])orary  building,  with  a 
view  both  to  accommodate  St.  ficorge's  cont]jrep^tion  and 
the  General  Assembly,  was  commenced  5th  April,  1843, 
behind  Castle  Terrace,  near  the  Lothian  Road.  It  was 
prepared  on  a  scale  to  accommodate  1,000  people,  and  from 
the  material  of  which  it  was  constructed  was  called  ^  Candr 
lish*8  brick  bam." 

At  this  period  great  distress  existed  among  the  industrious 
trades  and  labouring  classes  in  Edinburgh.  A  coDection  was 
made  for  their  behoof  at  the  various  churches  and  cfa^b 
in  the  city,  which  with  private  subscriptions  amounted  to 
£'),0()(),  and  rrovernnient  very  judiciously  employed  a  great 
number  of  them  in  making  the  Queen's  Drive,  a  beautiful 
roadway  around  the  roval  Park  and  Arthur's  Seat — about 
twenty-six  feet  wide- — forniin*:^  nltn<Tt>t}ier,  when  finished,  one 
of  the  finest  promenades  or  rides  in  Europe.  The  view  from 
it  is  80  beautiful  and  varied,  that  it  ought  to  be  visited  by 
all  strangers  and  tourists,  as  well  as  by  the  denizens  of  ^  our 
own  romantic  town." 

The  18th  of  May,  1843^  was  a  day  of  deep  interest  and 
excitement  in  Edinburgh.  The  General  Assembly  was 
opened  with  the  usual  state  prooesaon^ — the  Marquis  of 
Bute  again  representing  the  Sovereign.  Dr.  David  Welsh, 
the  Moderator  of  the  last  Assembly,  preached  before  his 
Grace  the  Commissioner  and  the  members,  in  tiie  lli^h 
Church,  to  a  crowded  audience,  aware  of  the  strikincr  and 
important  events  about  to  take  place.  Ilis  bubject  was, 
"  l>e  iuiiy  persuadetl  in  your  own  mind."  On  its  conclu- 
fiio%  the  clerical  and  lay  ofiicials  proceeded  to  St.  Andrew's 


Digitized  by  Google 


184a. 


ANNALS. 


491 


Churchy  (jeorge  Street,  where  s  laige  andieiice  bad  been 
assembled  from  an  early  hour*  The  AiMinblj  was  there 

opened  in  the  usual  manner,  but  before  proceeding  to  busi- 
ness, Dr.  Welsh,  amid  the  breathless  aiixiety  of  the  audience, 
rose  and  said:  "According  to  the  usual  form  of  procechire, 
this  is  the  time  for  making  up  the  roll;  but  in  conseqiiorice 
of  certain  proceedings  affecting  our  rights  and  privileges — 
|»rooeeding8  which  have  been  sanctioned  by  her  Majee^s 
government,  and  by  the  lef;i8]aturc  of  the  country,  and  more 
especially  in  respect  that  there  has  been  an  infringement  on 
the  liberties  of  our  oonstitutton,  so  that  we  could  not  now 
constitute  this  court  without  a  violation  of  the  terms  of  the 
union  between  Church  and  State,  in  this  land^  as  now  au- 
thoritatively declared, — must  protest  against  our  proceeding 
further.  The  reasons  that  have  led  us  to  come  to  this  con* 
elusion  are  fully  set  forth  in  the  document  which  I  hold  in 
my  hand,  and  which,  with  permission  of  the  house,  I  shall 
proceed  to  read." — After  r< M  iing  it,  the  Muderator  left; 
St.  Andrew's  church,  accompanied  by  T>r.  Chalmers,  Dr. 
Gordon,  and  ail  the  protesting  members,  a  numerous  band. 
Surrounded  by  a  great  crowd  of  citizens,  they  walked  in 
procession  to  Tanfield  Uall,  Canonmills,  where  an  asseuK 
blage  of  three  thousand  people  were  gathered.  The  first 
Genenl  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  was  then 
formed;  Db.  Chaucbbb  bemg  chosen  Moderator  by  general 
acclamation. 

On  thb  great  disruption  taking  place,  the  General  As- 
sembly in  St.  Andrew's  church  procee<led  with  their  business, 

and  elected  Principal  M'Farlanc  of  Gla.sgow  as  their  Mo- 
derator. There  were  thus  two  General  Assemblies  sitting 
simultaneously  in  the  city  of  EdinLuri^h. 

So  great  was  the  interest  excited  in  the  Scottish  metro- 
polis by  these  proceedings,  that  the  Witness  newspaper  of 
the  following  day,  sold  12,000  copies  with  the  details  of  the 
same. 

On  S3d  May,  the  formal  <  Act  of  Separation '  from  the 
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Ecclesiastical  Establishment  of  Scotland  was  signed  at  Tan- 
field  Hall,  bj  l)etween  (bar  and  five  handred  clerg^rmen, 
who  thus  gave  away  their  worldly  all  on  account  of  what 

they  deemed  the  invasion  and  overthrow  of  their  indepen- 
dence, and  wliicli  until  this  collision  arose,  they  considered 
as  sufficiently  secured  to  tlieni  by  the  law  of  the  land. 

A  siiitjidar  scene  prLsi  ntiMl  if^elf  in  Edinburcrh,  on  Sab- 
bath 28th  May,  1843,  from  the  complete  change  in  the  con- 
gregations of  the  city.  Each  of  the  outed  or  Free  Church 
ministers  officiated  in  a  new  place  of  worship^  to  those  of 
their  congregations  who  adhered  to  them.  Several  of  the 
Established  Churches  were  thus  left  almost  entirely  deserted* 

In  the  evening,  at  Canonmills,  such  was  the  enthusiasiii 
exhibited  by  the  people,  that  while  a  congregation  of  three 
thousand  assembled  m  the  Hall,  the  stream  of  human  b^ 
ings  that  poured  down  from  the  city  to  this  new  suburban 
temple  was  so  great,  that  tlvo  other  congregations  were 
formed  in  the  open  air  around  the  building,  from  the  dense 
ma'^ses  who  had  thus  assembled  to  worsiiip  the  God  of  their 
fathei*s.  Large  and  bourn  it  ul  subscriptions  were  entered 
into  by  the  Free  congregations  for  the  erection  of  new 
places  of  worship,  and  thus  Oliurcli  Extension  on  a  large 
scale  was  followed  out  in  Edinburgh ;  the  Free  congreg»> 
tions  heing  larger  than  those  remaining  in  the  Establidi- 
ment. 

At  the  dose  of  the  first  Free  General  Aasemhly,  a  dinner 
was  given  to  the  Moderator,  Dr.  Chalmers,  on  Slst  May, 
at  the  Royal  Hotel.  Dr.  Chalmers  remadced  that  the  usmd 

mode  of  procedure  this  year  seemed  in  every  thing  to  have 
])een  inverted.  Twd  hnn  li  ed  years  ago,  when  a  disruj)tion 
took  place,  the  Com mi.ssi oner,  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton, 
rose  and  left  the  General  Assembly,  but  now,  the  Assem- 
bly rose  and  leit  the  Commissioner,  the  Marquis  of  Bute; 
and  now  at  this  social  assembly,  the  entertained^  was  made 
to  preside  over  the  entertainers.  This  distinguished  man 
was  hen  seen  In  a  new  phoBU,  pi^Biding  over  a  laige  dinner 
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partly  a  8C&a»  quite  calculated  to  bring  out,  as  it  did,  the 
rich  and  racy  humour  ivitih  which  he  abounded  when  his 
bow  was  unbent.  Prior  to  the  Assembly  and  during  its 
ooune^  his  labours  both  executivo  and  financial  had  been 
Hercnlean.  He  devtaed  their  raatentation  land,  and  pre- 
dicted what  he  himself  said  was  at  the  time  received  with 
^  a  leer  of  incredulity/'  but  has  since  been  nearly  realised, 
that  with  proper  exertions  it  would  produce  £100,000  per 
annum. 

Oil  Gth  June,  the  Lord  l^o.  o^t  announced  to  the  Town 
Council  as  patrons  of  the  University,  tliat  Dr.  Chalmers 
had  resii^ned  the  Professorship  of  Divinity,  wIu'm  lie  rt'- 
rcmarked  that  at  any  time  the  loss  of  such  a  man,  one 
,of  tiio&e  spirits  who  rarely  in  successive  generations  are 
l^iven  to  the  world  fi>r  the  accomplishment  of  some  great 
ends— the  loss  of  one  of  such  gigantic  intellect  could  never 
be  thought  of  without  regret.  Bat  if  In  any  circomstances 
that  loss  would  be  deplored,  surely  in  present  circanistaaces 
it  must  be  more  deeply  felt.  And  his  loss  was  the  more 
to  be  regretted,  seeing  that  it  was  not  because  of  infirmity 
— or  sickness — or  age,  but  becaose  he  felt  compelled  by 
conscientious  motives,  by  high  and  exalted  principles,  to 
give  up  tliu^e  emuluiacuts  and  preferments  which  tlie  worid 
valued  so  much,  and  that  the  excellency  of  his  character, 
his  piety,  his  simplicity,  his  unwearied  benevolence  had  won 
for  him  tlie  regard  and  esteem  of  every  right-thinking  man. 

On  loth  June,  1843,  there  was  a  public  promenade,  in 
the  Meadows  or  Hope  Park  on  the  south  side  of  the  city — 
the  object  was,  the  relief  of  the  unemployed  poor.  It  was 
a  gay  soene^  and  produced  £100  for  this  charitable  purpose. 

On  12tb  and  13th  July,  1843,  very  large  meetings  were 
hdd  in  Edinbui^h,  at  the  Canonmills  Hall,  oommemorating 
the  Bicentenary  of  the  Westminster  Assembly.  The  xoceiit 
events  in  the  Church  of  Scotland  tended  greatly  to  increase 
the  attendance  at  tliese  meetings,  and  the  subscriptions  for 
the  various  missiouary  sciicmes. 
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Fever  had  become  prevalent  among  the  poor,  and  the 
Royal  Infirmary  having  proved  inadequate  to  accommodate 
all  those  suffering  from  it,  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  was 
held  in  the  Assembly  Booms,  George  Street,  Slst  Jnly, 

184;^), — the  Lord  Provost  in  the  chair, — wlien  resolutions 
were  [>ais;>cJ  resolving  to  eroc:t  a  scjiuriitu  Fever  Hospital. 

The  working  classes  and  tradusaien  of  Edinburgh  held 
a  great  meeting,  on  the  evening  of  14tli  T)t o  in])er,  1843, 
at  Canonniills  Ilall,  in  support  ol  tiie  Free  Church  of  Scot- 
land, and  to  receive  tlie  deputations  who  had  visited  Eng- 
land in  its  behalf, — the  Lord  Provost,  Sir  James  Forrest,  in 
the  chair.  It  was  even  a  more  magnificent  meeting  than 
the  first  Free  Assembly  in  the  same  hall. — When  national 
enthuslaam  is  awakened,  as  at  the  Reformation,  the  Revo- 
lution, and  the  Disruption  of  this  year,  the  public  mind 
is  stimulated  and  the  intellect  of  a  nation  is  aroused  firom 
its  ordinaiy  sleep. 

A  [)ublic  meeting  was  held  in  the  ^lusic  Hall,  on  27th 
December,  1843, — the  Lord  ProNost  presiding, — when  it 
was  agreed  to  erect  a  suitable  building  for  ]i;if]is  for  the 
working  classes,  the  promotion  of  cleanly  habits  among  the 
trades  and  \\  orking  classes  being  essential  to  the  removal 
of  disease  and  the  general  improvement  of  that  large  and 
important  class  of  the  people. 

Musical  concerts  for  the  working  classes  at  a  cheap  rate, 
were  also  commenced  at  this  period  in  Edinburgh*  It  was 
calculated  that  an  attendance  of  nearly  one  thousand  people 
was  requisite  to  repay  the  necessary  outlay.  Mrs.  Bushe 
and  other  superior  vocalists  were  engaged  tor  these  perform 
mances,  which  were  of  a  nature  to  elevate  the  taste  and 
habits  of  the  trades  classes,  above  the  resorting  to  public 
houses  and  giu  palaces.  They  were  called  the  Musard 
Concerts. 

Another  great  Anti-Corn  Law  demonstration 
was  held  in  the  Music  Hall,  11th  January,  1844,^ 
Uie  Lord  Provost  presiding.   The  object  was  to  promote  « 
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subscription  for  the  fund  of  £100,000  then  fonning  in  aid  of 
tliis  cause.  Richard  CobJcu,  M.i\,  and  John  Bright,  M.P., 
b  >t  k  poke  with  gi'eat  energy  and  eloquence  in  bebalt  oi  this 
national  question. 

During  the  same  month  several  meetings  were  held  iu 
Edinburgh,  to  support  a  scheme  suggested  by  Mr.  M'Doo- 
ald  of  Blair«^o\vrie,  for  raisinfr  a  sum  of  £50,000  for  the  pur- 
pose of  establishing  five  hundred  new  schools  over  Scotland. 
This  scheme  was  adopted  Vy  the  Free  Cbmch,  whose 
teachers  had  been  thmst  irom  the  Established  schools  at  the 
Dismption^  and  the  snm  was  now  raised  without  any  diffi- 
eolty. 

A  meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  called  by  the  IVIagistrates 
and  Town  Council,  took  pLice  in  the  Music  Hall,  29th 
March,  1844 — to  express  the  feelings  of  indignntion  enter- 
tained at  a  sentence  of  death  ha\  ing  been  paiJsed  ni  JSoutli 
Carolhia,  against  a  young  man,  named  Brown,  for  simply 
aiding  a  female  slave  in  her  escape.  The  Lord  Provost, 
Black,  wrote  ezpressiDg  his  regret  at  being  unable  to  be 
present,  but  the  meeting  passed  strong  resolutions  on  Uie 
subject,  condemnatory  slaveiy  and  remonstrating  ag^nst 
thin  horrible  case. 

Thomas  Campbell,  the  author  of  the  '  Pleasures 
of  Hojie,'  was  bom  in  Glasgow,  27th  July,  1777, 
and  became  a  student  at  that  University  when  iu  his  thir- 
teenth year.  He  was  afterwards  tutor  in  a  family  of  the 
same  name  in  the  island  of  Mtdl.  The  different  learned 
professions  attracted  his  atteniiony  but  he  went  to  reside  in 
Edinburgh  while  a  young  man,  and  general  literature  be- 
came hia  occupation.  He  resided  then  at  St.  John's  Hill, 
South  Back  of  Canongate,  and  Bfougham,  Cockbum,  and 
Cuninghame^  James  Qray  and  Dr.  Robert  Anderson,  were 
among  his  early  associates.  The  poem  which  has  immor^ 
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taiized  his  name^  he  wrote  when  in  the  nineteenth  year  - 
of  his  age*  It  was  published  in  1799,  and  dedicated  to  Dr. 
Robert  Anderson. 

Anxious  to  become  acquainted  with  G^mum  Utefitare^ 
he  went  to  Hambuigh  in  1800^  and  was  a  spectator  of  the 
famous  combat  at  Hohenlinden,  3d  December  of  that  year, 
a  battle  he  has  commemorated  in  never-dying  verse: 

"  On  linden,  whm  the  «m  wm  hnr. 
All  bloodleM  Uy  the  untrodden  snovr. 
And  daik  m  winter  was  the  flow 
Of  Iser,  rotting  npldly!" 

The  fullowin<r  year  he  came  to  London  and  associated 
with  Macintosh,  Rogers^  Sydney  Smith,  and  other  eminent 
literary  men^  but  he  soon  returned  to  Edinburgh^  where  he 
resided  for  a  period  in  Alison  Square.  In  1803  he  was  mar- 
ried to  his  cousin,  Miss  Matilda  Sinclair  of  Greenock,  an  ele- 
gant and  accomplished  woman.  He  then  took  a  beautifbl 
cottage  at  Sydenham  in  Kent,  near  the  site  of  the  present 
Cr}5tal  Palace,  where  he  resided  several  yeai-s,  and  was 
visited  by  many  of  his  countrymen,  wlio  deemed  it  an  honour 
to  meet  witli  such  a  man.  Ilis  *  Annals  ot  (jeorge  III.  to  the 
j>eaee  of  Amiens'  were  published  in  1808.  *  Gertudc  of 
Wyoming,*  *  Glenara,'  '  Lochiel,'  and  '  Lord  Ullin*s  Daugh- 
ter,' all  appeared  the  following  year;  his  *  Specimens  of  the 
British  Poets,'  in  1819.  lie  became  editor  of  the  New 
Monthly  Magazine  in  1821,  and  some  ten  years  afterwards 
of  the  '  Metropolitan.'  In  1826  he  was  chosen  Lord  Bector 
of  the  University  of  Glasgow,  his  akna  mater,  Campbell 
visited  Africa  in  lB32i  two  yean  after  he  published  a  life  of 
Mrs.  Siddons.  At  a  bter  period  he  occupied  diambers  at 
Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.  A  pn'Ute  dinner  was  given  to  him 
in  Edinburgh  in  1836,  as  already  narrated. 

Ciunpbell  died  at  Boulogne  15th  June,  1844. 

On  4th  July,  1844,  one  of  the  greatest,  wisest,  and  best 
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men  of  the  nineteenth  oenttuy^  oommenced  an  enterprise  in 
Edinburgh,  of  which  he  was  then  a  citizen^  and  to  which  he 
devoted  the  principal  and  most  enthnsiastic  emargieB  of  the  few 
remaining  yean  of  hia  life^ — ^Dr.  Thomas  Chalmers  had  long 
thought  that  the  grand  fnndamental  principle  of  the  science 
of  Political  Economy  was  to  rear  a  people,  whose  character 
flfaonld  be  boilt  on  a  good  moral  and  reh'gious  education,  that 
without  that  you  have  no  security  that  the  unprincipled  and 
uneilucated  liiasses  would  not  sweep  away  the  different  orders 
of  the  state,  and  bring  about  an  universal  chaos.   Tlief^c  \  irws 
he  had  propoumlr  1  in  Gliusgow  nearly  thirty  years  betore, 
and  he  now  commenced  a  friendly  invtusion  of  one  of  the 
poorest  and  most  dissipated  districts  of  Edinburgh — the 
south-western  subiu*b,  called  ths  West  Port — in  the  days  of 
the  royal  dynasty  of  the  Stuarts,  the  principal  entrance  into 
the  city  from  the  north* — The  plan  on  which  he  proposed  to 
rednce  his  theory  to  practice^  was  what  he  called  the  terri- 
torial STslem.  Taking  a  district  consisting  of  a  population 
of  about  a  thousand,  and  with  a  staff  of  friendly  agents  and 
▼isitorB,  each  of  whom  took  charge  of  twenty  families — ^whose 
sympathies  they  endeavoured  to  enlist  in  behalf  of  sober 
and  ivliixious  liabits,  and  to  attend  to  tlie  education  of  their 
children,  thus  fonniiijr  a  selio<»l  for  tlie  district — then  a  sav- 
ings' bank — a  reading-room — and  ultimately  building  a  ter- 
ritorial church.    On  this  said  Ith  <»f  July,  1844,  Dr.  Chal- 
mers, attended  by  a  few  friends,  commenced  this  great 
undertaking,  wliich,  if  uniTersaily  followed  out,  might  under 
Pr-<>\  idenoe  be  a  great  means  of  regenerating  the  world. 
He  broke  ground  by  visitinf^  personally,  a  few  old  matrons  of 
the  district,  kindly  inquiring  after  their  domestic  interests, 
and  then  looked  out  for  a  place  for  a  church  and  school.  On 
a  subsequent  day  an  old  decayed  tannery  was  obtained  gra- 
tuitously from  its  proprietor,  and  it  combined  in  its  own 
individuality,  both  church  and  school  for  a  year  or  two— 
and  a  juvenile  and  aged  congregation  was  thus  formed  in 

embryo.    Dr.  Chalmers  met  with  his  West  Port  fiiends 
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every  Saturday  evening,  at  which  meetings  they  dlsciused 
their  various  proceedings  for  the  improvement  of  the  locality. 
A  subscription  was  afterwards  obtained  to  build  a  chorcfa 
and  sdiool  in  the  West  Port,  where  two  hundred  and 
fifty  scholars  now  daily  meet,  and  every  Sabbath  a  de» 
voted  minister  and  home  missionary,  Mr.  Tasker,  officiates 
in  this  formerl}-  dissolute  but  now  reclaimed  district — the 
whisky  shops  and  publicans,  jrrafhially  giving  way  to  coffee 
rooms,  and  uit  c  and  clean  lodging  houses  and  dwellings 
lor  the  industrial  poor. 

Tlic  members  and  friends  of  the  School  of  Arts  enter- 
tained Leonard  Horner,  the  founder  of  that  institution,  and 
brother  of  the  late  distinguished  statesman,  Francis  Homer, 
at  a  public  dinner  in  the  Hopetonn  Rooms,  5th  July,  1844, 
— the  Lord  Provost  Black  in  the  chair,  Professor  Wilson, 
croupier.  Mr,  Homer  said  he  had  no  ckim  to  the  merit  of 
being  the  first  to  establish  a  place  of  instmetion  for  the 
working  classes.  That  distinction  belonged  to  the  late  Pro- 
fessor Anderson  of  Glasgow,  the  founder  of  the  Aiider- 
sonian  Institution,  but  the  Seliool  of  Arts  in  IMinburtdi 
had  given  a  great  impulse  to  all  the  mechanics  institutes  in 
Great  Britain. 

Two  distinguished  and  favourite  citizens  of  Edinburgh, 
whose  remains  were  conveyed  to  the  same  cemetery  in  the 
same  month,  ten  years  afterwards,  took  a  part  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  evening^Lord  Cockburo  and  Professor 
Wilson. 

The  Boyal  Archers  held  a  wappen-schaw,  or  6eld  daj, 
according  to  the  ancient  fashion,  on  16th  July,  1844,  in  the 
Hunter^s  bog  or  valley^         between  Arthur^s  Seat  and 

Salisburj'  Crags.    The  scene  was  highly  picturesque,  there 

was  a  great  concourse  of  people. 

Frederick  Augustus,  King  of  Saxony,  visited  Kdinhurgh 
2d  August,  1H44.  At  the  Parliament  House,  he  was  re- 
ceived by  tlic  Lord  Provost,  Black,  and  the  Lord  Advocate* 
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His  Majesty^*  a  very  intelligent  man,  visited  the  Castle, 
the  Calton  Hill,  and  other  public  places  of  the  cily. 

The  freedom  of  the  citj  was  on  8th  October,  1844,  con- 
ferred on  the  dlstingnisbed  chemist,  Flrolessor  Liebig  of 
Giesseu.  The  Lord  ProTost,  in  addressing  liim,  saul,  ^<  We 
honour  you,  Sir,  as  one  of  the  beneftctors  of  the  human  race, 
and  we  con^der  ourselves  honoured  in  numbering  you  among 
the  burgesses  of  K<linl)iir<Th.'* 

A  meeting  was  held  in  the  Music  Hall,  5fch  February, 
lb  i  \,  of  the  suhscribers  and  otliers  interested  in  the  monu- 
ment erectint;  to  the  memory  of  Sir  Walter  Srott, — the 
Lord  Provost  Black  in  the  chair,  when  it  was  agreed  to  raise 
£3,000  additionjd  to  complete  the  building  to  the  height  of 
182  feet  on  the  original  design.  The  Marquis  of  Dougks, 
the  Marquis  of  Breadalbane,  and  Professor  Wilson  took  part 
in  the  proceedings. 

A  new  quarterly  review,  entitled  The  North  British 
Review,  supported  bj  men  of  distinguished  talent,  appeared 
in  Edinburgh,  1st  May,  1844.  The  article  in  tlte  first 
number  on  Cuvier  was  by  Sir  David  Brewster,  that  on 
the  Corn  Laws  by  Dr.  Chalmers,  and  the  one  on  Christian 
Murals  by  Dr.  Candlish. 

The  Crown  Prince  of  Denmark,  now  Frederick  \  11., 
Kuig  of  Denmark,  visited  Edinbur<^di  1st  June,  1844, 
and  inspected  most  of  the  public  places;  he  was  entertained 
at  dinner  by  the  Lord  Provost  at  his  house  in  Drummond 
Place,  with  a  number  of  dtstinguished  officinb. 

An  important  meeting  was  held  in  the  Waterloo  Rooms, 
30th  October,  1844,  ibr  the  purpose  of  obtaining  an  addi* 
tional  supply  of  water  to  the  city,  on  the  principle  of  con- 
stant service.  It  was  agreed  to  lay  a  line  of  pipes  along 
the  track  of  the  proposed  Caledonian  Railway,  fbr  twelve 
miles  from  the  city,  where  an  ample  supply  of  water  could 
be  obtained,  and  it  was  proposed  to  convert  the  existing 

•  This  exoeU«nt  prioM  diud  9th  August,  1854, 
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Water  Company  into  a  pul>Hc  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the 
cii  \ ,  guaranteeing  that  Coinj-nny  a  return  of  4|  percent,  per 
annum  on  their  capital. — ^The  object  of  the  citiziiis  who 
attended  tills  uu-cting  ^v;ls  iDo.st  ]«;itri»itio,  and  alter  a  keen 
struimh'  ill  Parliament,  the  ])r()eee( lings  resnlted  in  a  full 
and  eoubtaiit  supply  of  this  great  and  necessary  comtnoility 
ul"  lite. 

Xlie  Societv  of  Anti<juaries  pivsented  a  niernorial  to  the 
Town  Couneil,  12th  Xoveniher,  1>>  t  l,  renioji^t  ;) ting  against 
the  removal  ot  the  Trinity  College  C'hureh,  whii  h  it  was 
proposed  to  pull  down  to  make  way  for  the  North  British 
Railway  and  its  appurtenances.  This  proposition  the  society 
characterised  as  a  piece  of  Vandalism, — the  building  being 
a  fine  specimen  of  the  Gothic  architecture  of  the  fifteenth 
century. 

The  mo^t  eminent  i']iv>ieian  in  Kdin})uri:h  since 

1844. 

Dr.  (Ireginv.  Dr.  John  Ah^n  romliie  died  14th 
Xoveiid.er,  IS  11.  He  was  born  at  Aherdeen,  11th  Oe- 
tober,  ITSl.  He  began  to  praetise  in  tlie  city  in  1803, 
and  gradually  rose  to  the  head  of  his  profession.  About 
1834  he  published  a  treatise  'On  the  Moral  Condition 
of  the  Lower  Classes  in  Edinburgh.'  Their  amelioration 
was  one  of  the  ohjects  nearest  his  heart.  In  1835  he 
was  elected  Lord  Rector  of  Marischal  Colbge,  Aberdeen. 
He  was  also  the  author  of  many  valnable  medical  and  relt- 
i^ious  essa>  s.  The  great  resjx'ct  entertainetl  i\)V  his  char- 
acter was  testified  hv  a  j»nbllc  inneral  whieli  took  place  in 
the  West  Church  bur^iiig-ground,  20th  Koveniber,  1844. 

The  same  day  a  meeting  w  a^  held  in  the  llopetouii 
Rooms, — the  Duke  ot  Buecleuch  in  the  chair, — ^in  aid  of  the 
scheme  for  supplying  baths  for  the  working-classes.  The 
Puke  stated  that  his  attention  had  been  ibr  some  time  drawn 
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as  dudnDan  of  s  parlumentaij  oommitkee  to  tiho  best 
iDoans  tar  promoting  the  general  health  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Uatgd  towns;  and  one  of  the  greatest  detriments  was  the 

want  of  cleanliness^  not  only  as  regards  the  streets,  alleys, 
and  doses,  bnt  also  the  habitations  and  persons  of  the 

people,  and  without  a  constant  supply  of  water  this  could 
not  be  remedied — and  a^in,  the  erection  of  baths  was  a 
further  step  in  the  way  of  improvement — then  there  was  the 
want  of  proper  accommodation  for  the  washing  of  their 
clothes;  this  could  be  secured  by  the  erection,  at  a  small  cost, 
of  houses  or  places  ibr  the  purpose,  which  he  hoped  would 
be  done,  and  it  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  health  and 
comfort  of  the  inhabitants.  Lord  Dunftnnline  vemaiked 
that  hi  anj  attempt  to  improve  the  social  condition  of  the 
people^  it  was  of  great  importance  to  cany  along  with  them 
the  good  feefin^  indinatbn,  and  desiies  of  the  people 
themselves* 

Among  the  remarlmble  characters  who  visited  Edinburgh 
in  1844,  was  General  Tom  Thumb,  the  American  man  in 
miniature.  He  held  his  levees  in  the  Waterloo  Rooms, 
which  were  numerously  attended — each  visitor  paying  the 
fee  of  one  shilling.  This  singular  boj,  who  seemed  an  in- 
teresting and  clever  creature,  was  represented  as  being  in 
the  thirteenth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  twenty-five  inches 
in  height,  and  weighed  only  fifteen  pounds.  He  related 
hia  own  histoiyi  appeared  in  the  dress  of  Napoleon^  in  full 
military  costome — and  also  in  the  court  dress  in  which 
he  had  been  piesented  to  the  Qaeen«  His  carnage  was  a 
cniodtyi  and  was  frequently  to  be  seen  parading  the 
streets.  It  was  an  elegant  equipage,  of  a  siae  adapted 
to  the  Lillipntiaa  to  whom  it  belonged.  It  was  drawn  by 
two  very  small  ponies,  with  a  coachman  and  footman  in  full 
livery. 

The  following  narrative  of  antiquarian  discoveries  ap- 
peared in  November,  1 844.  One  could  scarcely  have  ima- 
gined any  locality  in  the  city  becoming  so  changed: 
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**  For  some  months  past  excavations  have  been  making 
near  the  Cowgate  for  the  foundation  of  a  suite  of  court- 
rooma  to  accommodate  the  Lords  Ordinaiy.  The  bnildin|!;s 
are  to  run  south  from  the  present  buildings  constituting  our 
Courts  of  Law,  and  the  south  wall  will  verge  upon  the  spot 
where  many  of  our  readers  will  remember  the  Back  Stairs 
ascending  of  yoi*c.  In  the  space  cleared  by  the  workmen, 
a  rraffment  of  tliii  first  wall  of  the  t-ity  has  in-en  laid 
bare.  About  the  end  of  September,  some  nuieh  more 
rechci'clies  discoveries  were  made  by  the  workmen.  South 
from  the  fragrnent  of  wail,  and  directly  so  from  the  pre- 
sent buildings  for  the  first  and  second  divisions  of  the 
Court  of  Session — ^fourteen  feet  below  the  surface  of  the 
earth — was  found  a  range  of  strong  wooden  coffins^  ly- 
ing close  beside  each  other,  and  containing  human  re- 
mains. In  one,  the  skull  contained  the  brain,  stUl  so  far 
fresh  as  to  show  the  vermicular  form  of  surface.  These 
cofSns  were  straight  in  the  sides,  but  had  lids  rising  into  a 
ridge  in  the  centre.  About  the  same  time,  ten  or  twelve 
yards  west  from  tliat  spot,  and  also  beyond  the  line  of  the 
city  wall,  the  workmen  found  embedded  in  the  ground, 
eighteen  feet  below  the  level  of  the  ])resent  Cowgate,  a  cum- 
nion-shaped  barrel  of  large  size,  six  feet  high,  resting  on 
one  end,  and  eighteen  inches  deep  into  a  stratum  of  blue 
clay,  with  a  massive  stone  beside  it;  leailing  to  the  pre- 
sum})tion  that  it  had  been  a  barrel  kept  for  the  purpose  of 
gathering  rain,  having  a  stone  step  to  enable  any  one  to  get 
to  its  top,  and  take  out  a  supply  of  its  contents.  The  staves 
of  this  barrel  are  still,  for  iJie  most  part,  fresh  and  sound. 
Still  further  to  the  west,  near  the  barrel,  and  at  about  the 
same  dej)th,  was  found  a  cop]>er  dish  or  basin,  about  eighteen 
inches  diameter,  and  six  deep,  having  the  rim  slightly 
evasated.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  all  theisc  things  have 
lain  for  several  centuries  undisturbed.  The  bodies  would 
be  a  j)ortion  of  those  interred  in  St.  Giles's  churchyard, 
which  was  abandoned  iu  the  sixteenth  century.   The  barrel 
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and  dish  must  have  been  p  irt  of  the  carta  wpeUex  of  a  citi- 
zen of  still  earlier  age.  The  Cowgate  existed  in  1470, 
however  much  earlier^  and  it  was  for  some  ages  the  resi- 
dence of  the  great  So  Urg^  a  copper  dish  could  only  be- 
long to  a  person  of  some  distinction.  But  the  most  curious 
inference  from  these  discoveries  is  as  to  tlie  gradual  rise  of 
the  level  of  the  street  in  the  course  of  time.  Some  years 
a<ro,  a  street  ■wai  touiul  twelve  feet  below  the  present  cause- 
way of  the  Cowgate,  near  its  eastern  extremity;  here  we 
find  lioiiM  hold  articles  seated  still  lower.  Tins,  however,  is 
common  in  all  ancient  cities,  in  consequence  of  the  want  of 
police  regulations  in  the  middle  ages*  Befose  and  rubbish 
were  laid  upon  the  street,  and,  not  being  removed,  soon  be- 
came trodden  down,  and  thus  raised  the  soil.  Even  pave- 
ments were  thus  lost  sight  of.  Fresh  accumulations  con- 
tinually taking  place,  the  ground  rose  of  conraei  and  in  time 
the  bases  of  buildings  were  accommodated  to'the  new  levd.** 
Among  the  excavations  in  Edinburgh  none  could  appear 
more  extraordinary  than  the  formation  of  a  tunnel  fiom  the 
old  locality  of  Canal  Street  to  Scotland  Street.  Such  a  pro- 
cess at  one  time  could  scarcely  have  been  imagined,  hut  at 
this  period  of  railways,  it  was  actually  accomplished — after 
laborious  and  expensive  engineering.  Considerable  alarm 
at  one  time  during  its  formation  was  felt  for  the  safetv  of 
the  houses  in  Scotland  Street,  their  foundation  being  on  a 
sandy  soil,  and  in  November,  1844,  four  men  were  drowned 
by  the  irruption  of  water  into  the  tunnel  at  Dublin  Street. 

To  mark  the  change  and  improvement  in  some 
respects^  in  the  customs  and  manners  of  the  people, 
it  may  be  mentioned  that  on  New  Yearns  day,  1845,  finom 
fifteen  to  twen^  thousand  people  visited  the  Zoological 
Gardens  at  Broughton,  a  suburb  of  the  city — a  rational  and 
tnstructive  exhibition,  which  had  recently  been  established 
there;  and  in  the  evenin*;,  a  soiree  Wci:^  given  to  the  work- 
ing classes  at  the  ^\'est  Port  for  the  purpose  of  improving 
thuir  habits  and  directing  their  attention  to  a  better  way, 
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than  to  the  public  Iiouh;,  and  they  seemed  to  enjoy  very 
much  the  sensible  and  intellectual  objects  to  which  their 
minds  were  called. 

On  Sabbath  forenoon,  19th  January,  1845,  the  Old 
Gxeyfriars  church  was  observed  to  be  in  flames.  This  was 
one  of  the  oldest  churches  in  the  city,  part  of  it  being  built 
in  1612,  and  part  in  1719.  The  fire  was  occasioned  by  the 
overheating  of  the  flue  of  a  stove,  and  the  smoke  issoed  in 
dense  masses,  finding  an  emission  by  a  circular  stair  between 
the  Old  and  New  Greyfiriars  churches,  that  had  originaUy 
led  to  the  belfry  in  the  steeple  of  this  church,  which  was 
blown  up  with  gunpowder  in  1718.  This  conflajiratioii 
at  one  time  presented  u  very  ^rand  appearance,  contrasting 
witli  tlie  usual  quiet  of  the  day.  Tlie  destruction  of  the 
church  was  complete,  and  the  walls  have  now  stood  for 
years, — a  picturesque  and  neglected  ruin. 

Mr.  Catlin,  the  author  of  a  valuable  work  on  the  Indians 
of  North  America,  brought  a  groap  of  ^Dorteen  loway  In- 
dians to  Edinburgh,  in  January,  1845,  who,  under  his  direo- 
tbn,  exhibited  in  the  Music  Hall  their  various  waxnlanoes, 
songs,  and  games.  This  interesting  exhilntioii  proved  a 
great  attraction  to  the  citizens. 

On  27th  January,  1845,  Lord  Robertson  granted  an 
interdict  prohibitini!  the  erection  of  a  monument  to  llic  me- 
moiy  of  Muir,  Pahiit  r,  Skirviiiir,  Gerald,  and  Margarot,  in 
the  Old  Calton  burvin^'-ground.  The  question  came  before 
the  first  division  of  the  Court  of  Session  for  revision,  on  the 
4th  March.  The  Lord  President,  Boyle,  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  interdict  should  be  continued, — Lord  Mackenzie  was 
of  an  opposite  opinion.  Lord  Fullerton  said,  the  traitora  of 
one  age  were  the  patriots  and  martyrs  of  another.  In  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  fiivquented  buiying-grouods  of  the 
dty  there  were  to  be  found  the  monuments  of  political 
martyrs  and  oonvicted  traitors,  whose  sentences  had  never 
been  reversed,  but  quite  the  contrary;  but  it  could  not  be 
denied  that  though  their  bodies  had  been  consigned  to  the  dust, 
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the  spirit  which  animated  their  oondact  Uved  and  would  live. 
He  was  against  the  interdict. — Lord  Jeffirej  said,  the  roonn- 
ments  to  Montrose  and  Argyll  in  the  Gr^friazs  church-- 
yard  had  been  yerj  feelingly  dluded  to— men  who  airaigned 
each  other  in  thdr  lives,  who  ibnght  in  advene  ranks  for 
what  they  respectively  deemed  tlie  public  good, — who  both 
perished  on  the  scaftokl — and  whose  memories  were  respected 
by  every  generous  reader  of  history. — ^Vho  woultl  object  to 
the  pious  labours  of  Old  Mortality  amoiiir  the  scattered 
tombs  of  the  unfortunate  Covenanters? — After  tlie  lapse  of 
fiftj  yearsy  when  all  the  subjects  which  were  agitated  in  these 
proceedin<^  were  at  an  end — when  there  were  few  who  sur- 
vivedy  had  any  recollection  of  the  feeling  and  temper  which 
then  prevailed — ^when  two  generations  had  since  grown  into 
life— when  there  was  a  new  state  of  the  law^  and  a  new  dis- 
tribution of  political  privileges,  when  new  objects  of  interest 
had  sprang  up,  and  new  topics  of  contention  been  intro- 
daeed;  he  coald  not  but  think  that  any  person  who  chose, 
might  be  allowed  to  commemorate  the  suflferings  of  these 
men  witliout  any  risk  of  farther  commotion,  or  excitiiiir  in 
tlie  breoatof  a  sin<^le  individual,  a  hatred  of  the  r)i  iti-h  (  in- 
stitution. He  thought  that  snoh  a  monument  siiould  sug- 
gest even  to  those  who  diftcred  from  their  views  and  opinions, 
thoughts  mainly  of  a  solemn  and  sobering  character,  instead 
of  feelings  of  anger  at  their  supposed  erroFB.  If  there  is  anj 
place  where  the  influence  of  the  scene  should  tend  to  soften 
down  onr  feelings  to  a  more  humane  and  indulgent  standard, 
it  is  suidj  the  place  where  the  widced  oetse  from  troubling 
and  the  weary  are  at  rest — ^where  eveiy  thing  reminds  us  of 
our  ihul  mortality  and  of  the  seat  of  judgment  before  which 
none  of  us  shall  be  justified  except  through  mercy! 

The  Court  decide<l  that  the  interdict  should  be  recalled. 
There  is  a  fine  tone  of  calm  and  religious  philosophy  per- 
vades this  discussion,  which  it  is  pleasiug  to  survey  alter  the 
turmoil  of  political  contention. 
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Sydney  Siuitli  was  l-oni   :»t   W(K»<Uor(l,  Kssex, 
i^-^^'   ^^^2  ^Yas  sent  to  schooi  at  Winchester,  uliore 

he  was  tortured  and  half  starved,  and  cmnposea  above  ten 
thousand  Latin  verses.  He  came  to  Edinburgh  in  ITUT 
with  a  luiiH  of  the  name  of  Bcath.  Here  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  JeftVov,  Honicr,  Brougham,  Murray,  Lcyden, 
Playtaii ,  and  I  )ni:ald  Stewart.  After  two  years  of  domicile 
there,  he  letuniJd  to  Kiii,dand  and  married  Kate  Pyrus, 

to  ^^  Lu^  he  ^^ave        small  skeh-toiis  of  silver  tesi-spoons  OS 
aii  his  f.Ttune.     llo  returned  to  Kdinhuriili,  and  in  1802, 
ah.n^  nith  JcllVey,  IJruii-liani,  and  a  il-w  uther^  ori^zinated 
the  ICdinbur-h  Keview.    Uv  cdit.-d  the  tir^t  uinn])er.  In 
1804  he  unwillin^rly  parted  %vith  his  early  band  of  friends  ni 
Edinburgh  and  settled  in  London.    Previous  to  that  lie  oe- 
casionally  preached  for  Bishop  Sandf-  id,  in  his  t.ld  chapel 
at  the  west  end  of  Rose  Street,  near  Chadotte  Square.  Re 
obtained  the  living  of  Foston-lc-Clay  in  Yorkshire  in  1806. 
In  liis  remarks  on  oceupation  here,  he  says,  «It  is  impossi- 
ble to  >uj>i)ort  for  any  length  of  time,  a  state  of  perfect 
,.„„ui.     A  stockbroker  or  a  farmer  have  no  leisure  for 
inia-inarv  xvretehedness ;  their  minds  are  usually  hurried 
away  by  the  neeessity  of  notirin.t^  external  objeets,  and  they 
are  ^maVanteed  from  that  eurM-  of  idleness  the  eternal  dis- 
position to  think  of  then.^ehv.."*     lie  revisited  Kdinbiirgh 
and  his  ohl  friend  .letlivy  in  IM'O.     He  was  aj-puinted  to  a 
prebendal  stall  at  Bristol,  by  Lord  Lyndhurst  in  1828,  and 
about  three  years  afterwar< Is,  ho  was  transferred  to  one  at 
St.  Paul's.    Sydney  Smith  died  22d  February,  1845.  He 
was  a  man  of  the  most  inventive  wit  and  genius— be  waa 
full  of  happv  vivacity,  and  his  wit  was  generaUy  of  a  bene- 
volent cast^he  had  a  talent  for  making  all  arouud  bim 

•  Memoir  of  the  Rev.  Sydney  S:nltl.  by  ir.s  da.if^l.tcr.  La.ly  llolhnd- 
7  vols.,  Longman,  London,  iBo^  book  full  ot  aaiiwmg  ttod  iuUjr«iiUi.g 
aiioudote. 
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happy;  instead  of  being  a  dealer  in  difBculties,  he  was  a 
dealer  in  sweets,  casting  around  liiin  liaj»j)y  ideas  aikJ  *iuing 
deeds  of  love  and  kiudiiejis.  liis  convcrsatiuu  was  a  perfect 
flow  of  sparkling  wit.  It  was  a  higli  compliment  paid  to 
liim  by  Mr.  Everett,  that  if  he  had  not  been  known  as 
the  wittiest  man  of  his  day,  he  would  have  been  accounted 
one  of  the  wisest."  \NTien  in  EdinburL^li,  speaking  of  the 
Dean  of  Faculty,  he  said  to  a  lady,  We  tliink  our  deans  in 
Bngland  have  no  facoltie8.">-Some  one  anxiooa  to  explain  to 
him  abont  the  Scottish  Kirk  afiaii%  Smith  stopped  him 
laughing,  and  said,  I  did  understand  a  little  abont  it  yester- 
day, before  you  undertook  to  explain  it,  hot  now  my  mind 
■is  like  a  London  fbf^  on  the  subject." 

Tlie  iEirst  volume  of  the  Edinburgh  Review  contained  nine 
articles  by  Sydney  Smith. 

The  jubilee  or  fiftieth  annivei'sary  of  the  Edinburgh  Sub- 
scription Librar)',  was  celebrated  by  a  dinner  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  association  at  the  Caft^  Royal,  7th  March,  1^45, 
— ^David  Murray,  Esq.,  president.  This  institution  now  oo> 
cupied  elegant  and  commodious  apartments  in  the  new 
buildini^  erected  by  the  Life  Assurance  Company  in  George 
Street,  and  the  number  of  members  was  400,  being  a  joint- 
stock  proprietaiy  for  the  purpose  of  diffusing  a  taste  for  lit- 
erature and  the  perusal  of  standard  works. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Town  Conncil,  11th  March,  1845, 
it  was  proposed  by  Mr,,  afterwards  Sir  William  Johnston, 
to  widen  the  Nortli  Bridt^^e  by  raising  the  sum  of  £5,000 
from  voluntiry  contributions  for  tliat  ])nrpose.  He  said  the 
Bridge  was  daily  travcrserl  by  85,000  toot  ])asseiigers,  and 
lyiiOi)  carriages,  and  that  within  htteen  montlis  it  would  be 
the  centre  of  tliree  great  railway  termini^  and  tliat  to  the^e 
'  railway  companies  he  would  give  a  handsome  stair  at  each 
end  ni  the  Bridge  for  the  accommodation  of  their  passengers. 

The  proposal  was  approved  of  by  the  Council. 

The  railway  department  of  the  Board  of  Trade  issued, 
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Idth  Marcli,  1845,  a  very  able  report  on  the  schemes  fiir  ex- 
tending railway  communication  in  Scotland.  They  con- 
sidered Edinbui^hi  Glasgow^  aud  Perth  as  the  three  great 
points  determining  the  direction  of  the  leading  raHwajs, 
Edinburgh  as  the  capital  and  seat  of  the  Courts  of  Justice 
and  the  University.  The  North  British  Railway  from 
Ediiiburi^li  to  Berwick,  sanctioned  by  Parliament  in  1844, 
would  e\lilcntly  be  the  groat  eastern  line  from  Edin- 
l>ur<:h  to  London.  The  Scottish  Central  from  Edinburgh 
to  Perth  and  Stirling,  was  viewed  as  the  trunk  line  for 
the  Koith  of  Scotland,  and  the  Caledonian  line  was  also 
recommended  to  Parliament.  This  able  document  was 
principally  drawn  up  by  the  £arl  of  Dalhousie,  then  Pr^ 
sident  of  Uie  Board  of  Trade* 

A  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  was  held  in  the  Council 
Chambers,  20th  March,  1845, — ^for  the  purpose  of  ferming 
an  Association  to  promote  the  Sanitary  Improvement  of  the 
city.  It  was  remarked  that  the  slaughtering  of  animals 
ought  to  be  removed  from  the  city  to  the  suburbs,  and  that 
the  practice  of  making  large  sewers  pour  tlicir  euiitunts  into 
tlie  Water  of  Leitli,  ought  to  be  abolisln  d,  am!  that  there  is 
a  beautiful  analogy  between  the  relations  ut  town  and  coun- 
try. That  which  animals  rejected  as  unnecessary'  for  their 
support,  was  found  to  be  exceedingly  useful  for  the  vege- 
table world,  and  what  the  plant  rejected  for  its  support  was 
valuable  to  the  animal  economy — a  free  trade,  therefore, 
should  subsist  between  town  and  country.  A  plan  bad 
been  prcjected  to  bring  sea  water  from  Leith,  which  it  was 
calculated  would  cost  about  £2,000,  and  by  fbnning  r^ 
servoirs  at  the  heads  of  the  great  drains  they  could  be  kept 
always  flush.  The  Association  would  also  encourage  the  focr 
niation  of  jointnstock  companies  for  building  more  commodi- 
ous, airy,  and  convenient  houses  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  working-classes,  who  would  speedily  avail  themselves  of 
such  dwellings  and  improve  in  their  habits.  The  first 
resolution  of  the  meeting  was  to  the  following  effect 
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^  That  ham  the  crowded  and  otherwise  ohjectionable  posi- 
tion of  the  houses  in  many  parts  of  the  Old  town  of  Edin- 
burgh — light  and  air  are  to  a  great  extent  ezcladed;  while 
from  the  inadequate  supply  of  water  and  total  absence  of 

sewers  in  these  localities,  filth  Is  aiMsnnralated  in  and  aronnd 

the  chvelliTir^  of  the  working  classes  aii<l  the  poor,  which  added 
to  the  density  of  tlie  ]iopiilation,  occiisions  much  sickness, 
mortality,  and  pauperism,  and  tliat  degradation  of  cliaracter 
which  is  usually  attended  by  reckless  disregard  of  the  de- 
cencies of  life.  That  it  is  desirable  that  a  state  of  things  so 
full  of  reproach  to  an  enlightened  and  Christian  people 
should  be  r^tnendcd,  and  the  means  afforded  to  die  working 
classes  of  Edinbuigh,  of  obtaining  domestic  aooommodation 
soitable  in  comfort,  salubrity,  and  propriety.** 

A  meeting  of  the  Ooyemors  of  Heriot's  Hospital  was 
held  31st  March,  1845»  when  a  statement  of  great  imjior* 
tanee  from  the  special  committee  was  brought  before  them. 
The  conclusion  of  the  report  was  that  many  serious  evils 
and  defects  exii>ted  in  the  present  system  of  the  Hospital. 
First,  sullennesa  in  the  general  deportment  of  the  boys; 
2d,  A  want  of  selt-dependence  amoiiL''  tlnm;  8d,  Ignorance 
of  the  most  ordinary  modes  and  usages  of  socirty;  4th,  The 
existence  of  pernicious  habits  among  them.  The  committee 
recommended  a  reconstruction  of  the  sleeping  apartments, 
each  to  occupy  a  separate  bed,  and  each  room  placed  under 
the  charge  of  a  superintendant;  additional  facilities  to  the 
House  Governor  in  gaining  the  affections  and  moral  govern- 
ment of  the  boys;  enlarged  and  regulated  intercourse  with 
society  beyond  the  walls  of  the  Hospital.  After  a  good  deal 
of  discussion  it  was  canned  by  18  to  16  to  recommit  thia 
report.  One  great  defect  of  these  Edinburgh  hospitals  is 
that  the  children  are  not  only  educated,  but  sleep  within  the 
walls.  It  would  probably  be  a  great  iaipiovenient  to  edu- 
cate them  there  throughout  the  day,  and  board  them  citlier 
with  their  j)arents,  when  they  are  respectable  and  well-con- 
ducted, or  with  decent  widows  or  others^  where  they  would 
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be  well  c«re<]  for^  aiid  to  ^  horn  the  sum  paid  for  their  mun* 
tenance  would  i^e  a  great  bene6t. 

A  meeting  of  tlie  inhabitants  was  held  in  the  Wateiioo 
Kooms,  2d  April,  1645, — ^to  petition  Parliament  for  the 
abolition  of  the  existing  tests  imposed  on  Professors  of  the 
Scottish  Universities, — ^the  Hon.  Fox  Maule,  M.P.,  James 
MoncreifF,  afterwards  Lord  Advocate,  Ac,  present.  Mr. 
Moiicreiff  remarked,  that  from  the  days  of  StariT  Galileo  " 
down  to  those  of  one  worthy  to  he  bis  successor,  Sir  David 
Brewster,  such  tests  had  never  produced  anv  otlier  results 
than  those  which  spnuiir  fnuii  narr(Av-ni)iid< '1  hi  fotrv. 

On  the  tbllowiiig  evening,  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants 
was  held  in  the  Koyal  Hotel, — the  Lord  IVovost,  Black, 
presiding; — for  the  purpose  of  forming  an  association  for 
the  Protection  of  the  rights  of  tlie  public  and  the  citizens  of 
Edinburgh,  to  the  Roads  and  Bye-ways  in  and  axonnd  the 
city.  It  was  remarked  that  there  was  no  country  where  so 
much  had  been  done  by  the  people  and  so  little  for  them,  as 
in  Scotland.  In  despotic  countries,  such  as  Austria,  Prus- 
sia, Bavaria,  and  Saxony,  collections  of  art  which  the  muni- 
ficence of  centuries  had  gathered  were  open  to  all  ranks. 
Here,  proprietors  objected  to  throwing  open  tliuii  grounds 
for  fear  the  privilege  would  be  abused,  their  trees  up- 
njott  il,  or  tlirir  fences  di'sti-oyed.  But  it  is  found  the  moiv 
freely  they  are  admitted  to  such  privileges,  the  less  danger 
exists. 

A  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  against  the  proposed  endow- 
ment of  till'  l?oman  Catholic  College  of  Maynooth,  took 
place  in  tlie  Waterloo  Rooms,  8th  April,  1845.  The  chair- 
man of  the  meeting,  Mr,  Duncan,  said,  that  In  his  opinion 
the  only  way  to  do  justice  to  Ireland,  was  to  abolish  the 
Episcopal  establishment  in  that  country. 

A  great  boon  at  this  period,  1845,  was  conferred  on  the 
city,  by  the  formation  of  several  new  and  beantiftil  ceme- 
teries in  the  suburbs — the  Southern  or  (j range  Cemetery, 
tlie  Western  or  Dean  Cemetery,  and  the  Edinburgh  and 
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Leith  Cemeteiy.  Prior  to  the  projection  of  these  extra- 
mural burying  grounds,  many  of  those  in  the  city,  such  as 
the  Greyfriars  and  St.  Cuthberts,  had  become  overcrowded, 
and  coaseqoently  deleterious  to  the  health  of  the  city. 

Dr.  David  Welsh  died  24th  April,  1845.  He 
was  bom  at  Braefoot  near  Moffat,  11th  April,  1793. 

In  1806  he  was  a  pupil  at  the  High  School  of  Eilinburgh 
with  Dr.  Carson,  and  at  the  Collcf^e  he  became  a  member 
of  a  debating  club  of  students,  called  the  Lomcal  Society* 
and  ill  lb  11  he  entered  as  a  theological  student,  and  Hve  yearj4 
after  was  licensed  as  a  pi  eacher.  Ue  was  ordained  minister 
of  Croaamichael  in  Dumfries-shii-e  in  1821.  While  there, 
he  wrote  the  life  of  Dr.  Thomas  Brown,  the  late  distin- 
guished Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy  in  Edinborgh  Uni- 
venity;  which  was  published  in  1825.  He  was  appointed 
minister  of  St.  David's  churchy  Glasgow,  in  1827,  and  con- 
tinued four  years  there,  when  he  accepted  the  Church 
History  chair  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh.  He  be- 
came Moderator  of  the  General  Assembly  at  the  critical 
period  of  1812,  and  conducted  the  proceedings  at  the  Dis- 
ruption the  following  year.  After  that  event  he  resigned  his 
University  i  hair,  and  was  appointed  to  a  similar  Professor- 
ship in  the  New  College.  He  also  for  some  years  filled  the 
aituation  of  Secretary  to  the  Bible  Board.  As  a  preacher, 
his  sermons^  some  of  which  were  published,  are  logical  and 
lucid.  As  a  metaphysician  he  was  acute;  and  As  a  man  of 
literature,  of  a  highly  polished  and  cultivated  mind. 

A  banquet  was  given  to  Alexander  Dnnlop^  £^<9  Advo- 
cate, in  ^e  Music  Hall,  29th  April,  1845,  in  testimony  of 
the  esteem  and  regard  entertained  for  him,  and  his  having 

recently  contested  the  representation  of  Greenock  on  the 

Anti-Maynooth  question.    About  five  hundred  gentlemen 
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were  present  on  this  occasion, — Sir  James  Forrest,  Bart., 
ill  the  cliair.  Mr.  Dunlop,  in  acknowledging  the  tribute, 
said  he  looked  on  it  as  a     cat  Protestant  demonstration. 

He  had  always  advocated  tho  pniici[»lo  of  gr.'intiiig  tlie  Ro- 
iii  u)  ( \itliolirs  the  same  ci\il  riiilits  as  the  Protestants 
elaimeil  tor  theiusel ve.s — atnl  instead  of  lookiiiii  on  the  Irisli 
(  iiureh  as  ad\  ani-ino;  the  cause  ot"  Protestantism,  it  .seenietl 
a  haii"it  r  in  the  way.  It  was  at  j)ri"  -i;?  an  incn))us  on  Ire- 
land. -\\  hile  he  held  the  piinciply  of  establishments,  lie 
maintained  that  if  government  were  to  act  on  the  rule  that 
it  mattered  not  wlu  tlier  trutli  or  error  w  as  endowed,  he 
would  say  rather  sacrifice  the  principle,  and  endow  no  reli- 
gious sect. — The  Rev.  Thomas  Guthrie  said,  he  considered 
the  Irish  church  as  an  incubus  and  an  insult — and  a  bar  to 
the  progress  of  truth. 

The  new  Normal  School,  or  Institution,  Castle  Terrace, 
near  tlie  Victoria  Hail,  was  o))ened  19th  May.  18-15, — the 
cliiKlren,  nuiiil*ei  in^  lietwei  ji  4i)0  and  ')()(),  heinii;  transferred 
fr'*m  the  old  >eliool  in  Market  Street.  There  we!*e  nt>w 
l  ">0  >(  liools  in  (  iinnexion  with  thi' eilueation  scheme  ol  rlie 
(jencral  AssenihK  .  The  de^iifii  df  plantinir  tliese  Asseniblv 
schools  be<;an  with  i)r.  (dialmeis  in  ls21.  This  lar-^c 
handsome  buildin<;,  with  the  interior  furnishings,  cost  about 
£10,000. 

Prince  Henry,  son  of  WiHiam  XL,  King  of  the  Nether- 
lands, vii^itcd  Edinburgh  6th  June,  1845.  He  arrived  at 
Leitli  Roads  in  a  frigate,  which  he  commanded.  He  in- 
spected many  of  the  public  buildings  and  institutions  in  the 
city,  and  was  entertained  by  the  chief  Magistrate.  These 
visits  <if  membofs  of  the  royal  families  of  Europe  to  various 
coii!itri<  >,  is  a  teatnre  (tf  the  urowini:  intelli^mce  of  llie 
times,  and  i>  calculated  to  difVu^e  an  enlarged  view  of  the 
ini|>ru\ ements  ocenriin^  in  modern  society. 

Tlie  Trinity  llo^-jifal,  a  curious  relic  of  early  times, 
founded  in  the  lifteeiith  century  by  (^ueen  Mary  of  Gueldn.'.s 
— and  Canal  Street,  a  street  built  at  tlie  west  side  of  the 
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North  Bridge  aroa,  were  both  pulled  down  in  May  and 
June,  1845*  The  iamates  of  the  Trinity  HoApital,  all  aged 
pecBonsy  were  nofw  boarded  oat|  instead  of  being  domiciled 
in  one  bnilding — a  veiy  decided  impmement  on  the  old 
monastic  sjrstem. 

The  overthrow  of  these  buildings  was  to  make  way  ihr  the 
railway  termini,  and  their  corr^ponding  lines,  east  and 
west  of  the  North  Bridge — in  the  ravine  below  it,  so  well 
adapted  for  tlie  entrance  of  these  iron  highways  into  this 
ancient  city.  A  tunnel  for  the  North  British  railway 
through  tlie  southern  fkiik  of  the  Calton  UiU^  was  also  ac- 
tively progressing  during  the  same  year. 

Lord  John  Kussell  was  presented  with  tho  freedom  of  the 
city  in  the  Mosic  Hall,  3d  November,  1845,  before  a  bril- 
liant audience.  The  Lord  Provost^  Black,  addressed  him 
in  a  sensible  speech  on  thb  occasion,  in  which  he  referred 
to  the  principal  features  in  Lord  John's  history  as  a  states- 
man* In  reply,  tliis  youngest  burgess  of  the  city  said,  that 
he  owed  an  important  part  of  his  education  to  Edinburgh — 
that  when  a  student  at  the  University,  he  resided  with 
Professor  Playfair,  and  tliat  after  engaging  in  abstract  cal- 
culations on  the  density  of  the  earth,  he  had  often  had  the 
pleasure  of  accompanying  that  learned  man  in  his  walks 
among  the  sublime  and  romantic  landscapes  that  abound 
iji  the  neighbourhood  of  their  bcnutiful  city.  Here  also, 
he  had  heard  the  doctrines  of  Moral  Philosophy  adorned 
by  the  eloquence  of  Dugald  Stewart — ^had  admired  in  Heniy 
Mackenasie,  a  green  old  age,  softened  by  the  liveliness  and 
spirit  which  are  ordinarily  the  accompaniments  of  youth — 
and  had  enjoyed  the  acquaintance  of  Sur  Walter  Scott,  whose 
works  have  now  become  as  fiunUiar  on  the  banks  of  tlie 
lifississippi,  as  in  all  parts  of  Europe. 

The  same  day  the  Senatus  Academicus  of  the  University, 
unanimously  conferred  the  degree  of  LL.D.,  on  this  tlieir 
distinguished  aluiuims. 

That  mysterious  and  iormidable  visitaat,  the  potato  dis- 
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ease,  appcai'ed  in  the  autumn  of  1845,  and  exercised  a  most 
powerful  influence  on  the  practical  political  economy  of 
Britain,  and  i  liaps  of  the  world.  Fear  of  famine  in  Ire- 
land, and  very  liii;'>  jH'Ices  of  prorisions,  were  now  prevail- 

iiij^. — Sir  Iiol>oit  tlu'll  {niiiu'  niiiiistcr,  had  siunnione<l 

C:il)iiict  (  *.i!iicil  Mt'tcr  ('almirt  ('t>niicil.  and  tlx'  ( 'oni  Laws 
wtTc  liii'li  t^I'xmI  to  !)t»  .sli:ikinii;  to  their  Inunihitioii,  wlicn 
Lord  .lohn  lvii>'>rl!,  oit  i'-?d  Nowiiihcr,  .1 
lottcr  t'roni  Douirhi^'s  li<>Trl,  IMinlturgh,  to  his  <'oii>tinu  ius 
ill  London,  in  which  he  stated  that  liis  views  on  tliis  suhj«.'ct 
had  undergone  a  preat  silteration;  he  had  formerly  thou^lit 
corn  was  an  exception  to  the  j^eneral  rides  of  political 
economv,  he  was  now  convinced  there  should  be  no  inter- 
fercnco  with  the  snppl  v  of  food. 

A  meetinij;  of  tlie  inhabitants  to  memorialize  the  Queen 
to  direct  her  ministers  to  open  the  ports  of  the  United  King- 
dom, loi-  the  ivcc  adnii^-ion  of  foniL'ii  isrix'm  and  provisions, 
was  iiohl  in  the  Mir-ie  Hall,  iM  I  )rcT:idM'r,  Is  l.'i,  —  the  Lord 
I*i-uvi.-t,  Lhnk,  {>!T<idiiii;.  Mr.  Maeaiday,  M.P.  tor  tlie 
oils-,  dehvered  -i  snlrnilid  or  iiion  on  the  oec;i-ion,  in  tavoui' 
i>l' Tree  trade  \  ir  ^aid,  he  IkhI  ;d\vays  (^ln^idercd  tlie  priii- 
(•i]»h-  oi"  j.r.'tv'eti'in  to  ;i ori<-ulturc  as  a  vicious  princijde,  and 
he  had  stated  to  Loi  d  Melbourne  five  years  ago,  w  hen  he 
invited  liim  to  join  liis  goveninieiit,  that  in  or  out  of  office 
he  must  vote  for  a  total  repeal  of  the  Com  Laws. 

Another  distinguished  man  of  the  day  received  the  free- 
dom of  the  city,  4th  December,  1845 — Admiral  Sir  Charles 
Na|\ier.  The  LonI  Provost,  Black,  on  presenting  it,  al- 
luded to  ftu'  Charles  and  ho  being  at  the  High  School  to- 
jTctlirr.  wh<>n  tlic  bnvs  0WL'nL''e(l  in  mock  battles.  Tlie  u^:\\- 
hiiit  oHieer  replieil,  that  he  li  ft  i!ie  lliiih  Seliool  ami  went 
I(»  <<a  at  an  earlv  am'.  l)iit  that  attrruards  lie  had  the 
pleasure  oi"  at  tend  in  l:  the  Culiege,  iuui  studying  under  I'lay- 
fair  and  Pii^ald  6tewart. 

In  ihe  then  an\ioii>;  state  of  !natters  in  the  (_'al)inet  re- 
(fardiniz  Free  Trade,  Lord  John  Kusseii's  letter  on  the 
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Corn  Laws,  dated  from  Edmburgh,  to  hn  London  constitu- 
ents, had  the  effect  of  a  bomb  shell,  in  Britain. '  On  Sab- 
bath, 7th  December,  1845,  the  ex-premier  was  sitting  quietly 
hearing  sernioii  from  Mr.  Guthrie,  in  Free  St.  tJohn's 
church.  Edinburgh,  when  a  Queen's  messenger  was  on  his 
way  to  his  lordship,  summoning  liini  to  tlie  presence  ot  liis 
sovereign,  to  consult  regarding  the  Ibrmation  uF  a  new 
ministry.  Lord  John  left  Edinburgh  on  the  following 
Tuesdayi  and  the  day  after.  Sir  Kobert  Peel  resigned,  but 
after  a  n^otiation  to  form  a  new  ministry',  so  many  diffi- 
culties presented  themselves,  that  it  was  deemed  better  Sir 
Kobert  Peel  should  be  recalled  to  office,  to  carry  the  repeal 
of  the  Corn  Laws,  which  probably  no  other  minister  but  be 
could  have  effected.  And  this  great  event  be  did  ac* 
complish  in  the  course  of  a  few  months. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  Tanfield  Hall,  Canonmills,  11th 
December,  18 15,  abt)ut  4,000  present, — the  Hon.  Fox 
^laule,  wow  Lord  Pannuire,  in  tlie  chair.  It  was  announced 
that  £80,000  had  been  subscril)ed  to  erect  manses  for  the 
Free  Church  ministers,  throughout  Scotland,  chiefly  tbi'ough 
the  exertions  of  Dr.  Guthrie. 

The  Dukes  of  Buceleuch,  from  the  vicinity  of 
their  residence  at  Dalkeith,  have  generally  been 
considered  somewhat  as  Edinburgh  citizens.   Duke  Walter 
was  gazetted  as  Lord  President  of  the  OouncU,  2d  January, 
1846,  and  continued  in  that  high  office  during  the  few  re- 
'  maining  months  of  Su:  Robert  Peel's  ministry. 

Early  in  1846,  the  large  building  in  the  centre  of  Dmm- 
mond  ]'hice,  used  as  the  Custom  House,  was  pulled  down. 
This  was  foruierly  Bellevue  House,  belonging  to  General 
Scott,  and  at  one  time  btuod  in  the  centre  of  a  large  lawn 
surrounded  with  trees.  In  the  beginning  of  the  centurv  it 
was  almost  the  only  house  standing  where  the  present 
northern  part  of  the  New  town  is  situated, — ail  north  gi' 
Queen  Street  being  then  open  ground. 
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One  of  tlio  ir.'r-r  ni'od  and  respected  citizens  of 
Edinburgh,  died  yth  May,  1846,  Sir  William  MiUer 
of  Glenlee,  Burt.  lie  was  born  in  1755.  He  was  the  only 
son  of  Sir  Thomas  Miller,  Lord  President  of  the  Court  of 
Session — passed  Advocate  in  1777,  and  sat  for  a  short 
period  in  the  House  of  Commons  as  member  for  Edinbtirgli 
in  1780 — was  promoted  to  tho  liench  on  the  deatli  of  Lord 
lIiMidt  rl;iiid  ill  17!t">,  i  i.u.lavl  vorv  lii^di  in  liis  judicial 
cli:n':ict<'r.  In  ^'•ener.-d  literature  and  niatiieniatics  he  \vas 
:d>o  an  areoniplislu'd  sclioi.ir,  and  was  di>tin^ui.slied  tor  the 
^eat  benignity  ot  his  rharacte'r.  II  v  n  one  of"  the  last 
gentlemen  and  citizens  of  the  oM  school.  \V  hile  otlier  patri- 
cians had  all  removed  to  the  New  town,  Lord  (Jlenlee  re- 
tained his  old  mansifHi  in  Brown  Square  to  the  last,  and 
used  regularly  to  be  see»i  walking  from  his  house  there  down 
Cmnibie's  Close,  across  the  Cowgate,  up  the  back  stairs  to 
the  Parliament  House,  with  his  quiet  gentle  smile,  pursuing 
his  official  duties  at  an  age  beyond  the  common  lot  of 
humanity. 

Nc;irly  tlm-e  centuries  had  now  elajised  since  the  period 
ot  the  i:i'*'at  Scotti>h  RelurintT,  .lohn  Knox — and  Edin- 
burgiij  th  '  rl  i  >f'  scene  of  his  lahonrs,  was  still  without  a 
rn.  itnnni'nt  to  his  niemorj\  In  iM'ii  a  proposal  tor  one  near 
the  Countv  Hall  uas  made  in  the  I^Hnhm-'di  Times  news- 
paper,  but  Mv,  Trotter,  the  then  cliief  Magistrate,  himself  a 
descendant  of  Knox,  was  anxious  to  have  a  church  erected 
to  his  memory,  and  at  his  request  the  following  out  of  the 
proposal  was  delayed.  Again  in  1829,  as  already  narrated} 
the  foundation  of  a  John  Knox  church  was  laid  at  the 
Castlehill — this  also  became  abortive,  but  on  18th  May, 
1S4»>,  a  j)uhlic  procession  took  place,  and  the  foundation- 
stone  of  a  nionujuent  or  church  to  hir  uieniory  was  laid  by 


617 


Ifr.  Campbell  of  Mbiixte^  on  the  site  adjaoeiit  to  the  ancient 
doinidle  of  Knox  at  the  KeUierbow. 

The  fimndation-fltone  of  the  new  College  of  the  Eree 
CInirch  was  kid  Sd  Jtme,  1846,  by  Dr.  Chalmen.  About 

three  liundixKi  gentlemen  breakfasted  together  at  the  Royal 
Hotel  on  the  occasion,  and  afterwards  joined  in  procession 
to  the  liead  of  the  Mound,  where  this  beautiful  edifice  is 
now  (  rected  frrm  u  design  by  Playfiur,  and  will  prove  a 
great  ornament  to  the  city. 

The  North  British  railway  from  Edinburgh  to  Berwick 
was  opened,  18th  Jnoe^  1846| — ^the  Mag^itrates  and  Conn- 
cfl|  and  a  nomeroos  assemblage  accompanying  the  Directors. 
The  journey  was  accomplished  in  heantifiil  style.  The  Une 
passes  thfoag^  much  inteiesting  sceneiy.  The  speed  at 
which  the  train  went  astonished  travellen  of  the  old  school: 
^and  panting  time  toiled  after  them  in  vain.**  A  splendid 
collation  was  given  on  the  occasion  at  the  station  at  Dunbar, 
Kagle  Henderson,  Esq.,  the  deputy  cliaaiuuji,  presiding. 

Dr.  Chalmers  laid  the  foundatioii-^tone  of  the  Territorial 
church  at  the  West  Port,  SOtli  June,  H©  delivered 

an  interesting  address  on  the  occasion. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  having  resigned  as  prime  muiister,  on 
27th  Jane,  1846,  Lord  John  Russell  was  sent  for  by  the 
Qoeen,  and  again  formed  an  administratioa — the  two  mem- 
bers for  the  city  of  Edinboigh  being  appointed  to  office  in 
the  new  gofvemment,  Mr*  Macanlay  as  Paymaster  of  the 
Forces,  and  BCr.  William  Gibson  Craig  as  one  of  the  Lords 
oftheTreasnryy  a  new  election  became  neres§ary.  The  latter 
was  nnanimonsly  re»«1ected  on  13th  July,  and  the  following 
day,  Mr.  Macaulay  was  aku  re-elected  by  a  majority  of  903, 

For  Mr.  MacAuTay,  •  1,785 

For  Sir  Coiling  £u^Biittth,Btet,  88S 

The  Monument  to  Sir  Walter  Scott  was  inaugurated  on 
his  natal  day,  15th  August,  184(u  Tlie  day  was  held  as  a 
holiday  in  the  city,  A  masonic  procession  took  placoi  which 
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met  the  civic  authorities  at  the  Monument.   Lord  Glen- 
lyon,  the  Grand  Master,  addressed  the  Lord  Provost  on  the 
unveiling  the  beautiful  marble  statue  by  Steell,  of  Sir 
Walter  Soott*   The  re])1y  of  the  Lord  Provosti  Black|  was 
in  excellent  taste  and  keeping  with  the  occasion,  and  was  as 
follows:  "  I  congratulate  you  and  the  countrymen  of  Sir 
Walter  Scott,  on  now  seeing  placed  on  its  peck'stal,  in  this 
magnificent  nionument,  a  statue  worthy  of  its  shrine.  This 
tribute  of  a  nation's  gi'atitude  to  one  of  the  most  lionoured 
of  lier  sons,  adtls  a  jk  w  Ibature  nl  beauty  and  of  grace  to  his 
native  city,  but  the  halo  of  his  genius  sheds  a  far  greater 
lustre  over  the  name  of  Edinburgh  and  of  Scotland.  As 
one  burning  torch  not  only  illuminates  the  sphere  of  its  own 
brightness,  but  kindles  the  latent  fire  in  others  so  who  can 
tell  how  many  dormant  spirits  have  been  roused  to  arduous 
and  successfid  exertion  by  the  honourable  example  of  Scott; 
even  here,  we  see  how  the  glowing  genius  of  the  poet  has 
stirred  the  soul  of  the  architect,  and  awakened  the  talents  of 
the  sculptor,  whose  skilfiil  chisel  has  moulded  the  rude  block 
into  the  all  I)ut  breathing  form  and  features  of  Scotland's 
darling  son.    The  sister-arts  ut"  arcliitec-ture  and  sculpture 
here  vie  \\  itii  each  other  in  presenting  tlie  riehest  oflri  in^^fs 
to  the  genius  oi'  poi  try,  history,  and  romance,  and  tliey  are 
themselves  signally  honoured  in  combining  to  honour  him 
who  has  contributed  so  largely  to  the  instruction  and  enjoy- 
ment of  the  human  race.    This  nionument  and  Statue, 
admirable  for  beauty  and  durabUity,  I  trust  will  long  adorn 
our  city;  but  though  they  crumble  into  dusty  the  author  of 
Waverley  has  reared  ibr  himself  monuments  of  more  rar- 
passing  beauty,  and  more  lasting  endurance  and  mote  ex- 
tensive celebrity.    The  forked  lightning  may  dash  these 
turrets  to  the  ground,  the  tooth  of  time  will  corrode  these 
niarble  features,  but  over  the  monuments  of"  liis  mental  crea- 
tion the  il(  infMits  have  n<   p  iwer — those  will  continue  to  be 
honoured  at  home  and  under  distant  and  more  genial  skies. 
Continents  as  yet  unexplored  will  be  taught  by  the  wisdom 
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of  Scott  and  enlivened  by  his  wit,  aiul  rivers  unknown  to 
song  nvill  resound  with  the  lays  of  his  minstrelsy,  but  no-, 
where  will  his  memory  be  cherished  with  fonder  attachment 
and  more  enduring  delight  tlian  in  the  cities  and  tlie  ham- 
lets of  his  own  beloved  Scotland.'* 

In  the  evening,  a  paUic  duiner  took  place  in  the  Music 
Hall,  in  commemoration  of  the  event  Theze  were  about 
five  hundred  gentlemen  present^-'the  Lord  Provost  pre* 
siding. 

In  September,  1846,  it  was  proposed  to  purchase  the  Silk 
Mills  on  the  banks  of  the  Canal,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city, 
and  convert  them  into  a  new  chnritv  ^m>i  k-lu  iK-e,  but  on 
consultiiiix  an  architect  it  was  f'ouini  ilw  (  xjuMi-^t'  would  be 
too  great;  it  was  therefore  resolved  by  the  city  parochial 
board  to  build  a  large  wing  in  addition  to  the  existing 
Charity  Work-house,  and  also  an  industrial  school  on  the 
ground  adjoining,  and  thus  obtain  the  increased  accommo- 
dation neoessaiy,  under  the  working  of  the  new  Poor  Law 
Act. 

A  Philosophical  Association  was  commenced  in  £din* 
burgh  in  1832,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  lectures  on 
literature^  science,  and  art,  by  distincrnished  men,  to  the  citi- 
zens. This  Association  was  now  greatly  enlarged  in  its  scope, 
unrlcr  the  name  of  the  Philosophical  Institution.  A  large 
building  was  jMuchased  for  a  public  reading-room  and 
library  in  connecti<»n  with  it,  and  it  rapidly  became  one  of 
the  most  popular  institutions  in  the  city,  being  in  reality  a 
popular  college,  and  tending  to  increase  a  taste  for  literature 
and  science.  A  public  entertainment  to  celebrate  its  estab- 
lishment was  held  in  the  Music  Hall,  4th  November,  1846| 
—the  Lord  Provost,  Black,  presiding.  On  this  occaaon 
the  Bigbt  Hon.  T.  B.  Macaulay  made  a  splendid  speech 
on  the  literature  of  Britain;  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin^ 
Dr.  Whatelejr)  and  other  distinguished  litenuy  men  were 
present,  and  took  part  in  the  proceedings. 

A  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  was  held  ni  tiie  Music  Hull, 
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18th  December,  1846, — the  Lord  Provost,  Black,  preading, 
— to  consider  the  destitute  state  of  tlie  population  in  the 
Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scotland,  caused  by  the  failure  of 
the  potato  crop.  It  was  stated  to  the  meeting?  that  330,000 
of  the  population  were,  throu^jli  the  failure  of  tins  staple 
comniodity,  ])lace(l  in  (lan-^nT  of  wMimi  -  the  ade^juate  mpans 
of  sustenance.  It  was  aiMvetl  to  cununencc  a  public  sub- 
scription lor  the  rehef  of  tlie  sulferers. 

On  a  jury  trial  that  took  jdace  in  Kdinhurgli,  December, 
181*),  rei^ardinn;  tlie  eopvriuht  of  the  Preliniinarv  Disser- 
tatic^ns  on  the  Progress  of  M(»ral  m  .1  Toiitieal  Philosojihy, 
written  hy  l)ni;ald  Stewart  for  the  Encyciopsedia  Britannica^ 
it  appeared  that  the  cost  of  bringing  out  the  seventh  edition 
of  that  ^eat  work  amounted  to  £125,000,  consisting,  among 
otheit},  of  the  following  items : 

Contributions  and  Editing,  £22,500 

Printing,                    .         ,  18,500 

Stereotyping,          .          ,  3,.'{00 

PapLT,    ....  28,000 

T^o  .IJnniling,            .           .  12,700 

li^iigraving  and  Tlate  printing,  12,000 

A  puhlic  meeting  of  the  ])roprletors  of  Scottish 
entailed  estates,  was  held  in  the  Waterloo  Rooms, 
4th  March,  1847,—the  Lord  Provost,  Black,  in  the  chair. 
The  object  was  to  petition  Parliament  for  a  modification  of 
the  law  of  Entail  in  Scotland.  It  was  remarked  on  the  oc- 
casion, that  scarcely  anything  more  absurd  could  be  con- 
ceived than  that  the  earth  which  was  gi\'en  to  all  should  be 
trammelled  and  tied  up  by  oiu^  (generation  for  another,  and 
that  entails  had  been  found  one  of  the  greatest  ohstacki  in 
the  ini|)rovenient  of  the  land — and  they  often  led  to  splendid 
poverty  in  families.  In  1704,  the  Faculty  of  Advocates  had 
condemned  tlie  system  of  entails.  The  meeting  adopted 
strong  resolutions  on  the  subject. 
The  most  important  question  of  modem  times  is  perhapi 
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that  of  national  education. — The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne^ 
the  Lord  Pmndent  of  the  Privy  Cooncil  in  the  new  cabinet^ 
had  stated  that  the  great  difficulty  die  government  lelt  on 
the  aubjecty  was  the  reUgiona  diffsraocea  and  divisions  among 
Dissenten.  No  pUm  conld  be  devised  to  meet  the  views  of 
all,  they  therefore  felt  it  impossible  to  propound  any  national 
scheme.  Tliey  could  only  give  additional  support  and 
efficiency  to  schools  ahvady  existing.  But  this  aroused 
the  jealousy  of  the  V  oluntaries,  deeming  the  plan  calcu- 
lated to  sup|iui't  tliL'  ecelesiaiiticul  establishments  oi  the 
country.  A  public  meeting  of  tlie  inliabitants  opposed  to 
this  scheme  of  the  government,  was  held  in  the  Music  HaU, 
31st  Maffchf  1847, — William  Duncan,  Esq.,  in  the  chair, 
— ^when  strong  resolutions  were  adopted  against  the  mini^ 
terial  plan. 

The  Bev.  Thomas  Gntime  brought  out  a  powerful  and 
eloquent  pamphlet,  entitled  ^  A  Plea  for  Bagged  Schools; 
or  F!revention  better  than  Cure^'  which  deservedly  attracted 
80  much  attention,  that  in  1847  it  had  reached  its  third 

edition.  The  exordium  of  this  brvcJture  ia  nuL  only  so  elo- 
quent on  its  own  iuunediate  subject,  but  so  ]>icturesquely 
descriptive  of  the  Scottish  metropolis  as  to  be  highly  inter- 
estinf^.    It  is  as  Mlows: 

"On  approaching  Edinburgh  from  the  west,  after  the 
general  features  which  distance  presents,-— dome,  -.m^l  spire, 
and  antique  piles  of  buildings  the  Castle  standing  in  the 
foiegronndf  while  Arthur  seat  raises  its  lion-like  back  be> 
tween  the  dty  and  the  sea, — the  first  object  which  attmcCa 
the  eyes  of  a  stranger  is  a  structure  of  ezquiate  and  suiv 
passing  beanly*  It  might  be  a  palace  for  our  Queen  :^t  is 
an  hospital.  Near  by,  embowered  in  wood,  stands  an  edi- 
fice of  less  pretensions,  but  also  great  extent : — it  is  another 
hospital.  Witliin  a  bow->liot  of  that,  again,  some  fine  open 
towers  rise  from  the  wo*  1  over  a  fair  structure,  with  its 
Grecian  pillars  an  I  graceful  portico: — it  is  another  hospital. 
Now  in  the  city^  and  wheeling  round  nigh  to  the  base  of  the 
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Castle  rock,  lie  dnves  on  by  Lanriston.    Not  far  away,  on 
the  outskirts  of  the  town,  pleasantly  [ilaiited  in  a  beautiful 
park  l)orilei-ed  with  trees,  stands  an  oiii-tasluiiDcd  building; 
— it  is  ant^tlier  hospital.    In  his  way  along  Lauriston,  within 
a  stoue-cast  of  him,  his  eye  catches  the  back  of  a  large  and 
spacious  edifice,  which  looks  beautifully  out  on  the  Meadows, 
the  low  Braid  Hills,  and  the  distant  Pentlaiids: — it  is  auotlier 
hospital.    A  few  turns  of  the  wheel,  and  before  him,  wiUun 
a  fine  park,  ot  rather  ornamental  garden,  stands  the  finest 
structure  of  our  town, — a  master-pieoe  of  Inigo  Jones, — 
with  a  princely  revenue  of  £15,000  a-year: — ^it  is  another 
hospitaL   The  carriage  now  jostles  over  a  stone;  the  stran- 
ger turns  his  head,  and  sees,  but  some  hundred  yards  away, 
a  large  Dutch-like  structure,  stretching  out  its  long  lines  of 
windows,  with  the  gilded  ship,  the  sign  of  commerce,  for 
weather-vane,  on  its  summit : — that  is  another  hos{)ital. 
Our  friend  concludes,  and  not  without  some  reason,  tiiat, 
instead  of  the  ^  Modern  Athens,'  Edinburgh  might  be  called 
the  City  of  Hospitals." 

The  proposed  government  scheme  of  Education  was  dis- 
cussed by  the  Town  Council,  6th  April,  1847.  The  Lord 
Provost,  Black,  proposed  tlie  following  resolutions: — 

1.  "  That  where  a  people  is  ignorant  and  uneducated,  the 
state  is  not  only  deprived  of  the  beneficent  firuits  of  know- 
ledge and  virtue,  which  might  have  been  secured  by  a  due 
attention  to  their  culture,  but  b  exposed  to  the  calamities 
and  crimes  whicii  naturally  result  from  ignorance  and  un- 
controlled passion. 

2.  "  That  while  it  Is  the  duty  of  the  state  to  build  prisons, 
and  employ  ofHcers  to  restrain  and  punisli  offenders,  its  pri- 
mary duty  is  to  take  measures  for  preventing  ciitne,  and  for 
improving  the  social  condition  of  the  people;  and  as  it  may 
he  questioned  how  far  any  state  has  a  right  to  punish  guilt 
resulting  from  ignorance,  if  it  has  not  provided  the  means 
by  which  all  classes  may  be  duly  instructed|  it  is  the  opinion 
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of  this  corporation  that  every  sopport  should  be  given  to  a 
oompiehensive  system  of  National  Education. 

3.  "  That  a  perfect  system  of  state  education  wooM  lie 

one  in  which  all  reliirions  denominations  could  unite,  with- 
out interferin<T  wltii  jdinciples  held  sacred  bv  opposing  sects, 
and  that  it  is  much  to  be  regrettotl,  tliat  from  the  con!?ci- 
entious  convictions  of  the  reliijions  communities  in  this 
country,  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  devise  a  scheme  of 
instruction  in  which  they  could  all  be  harmoniously  united. 

4.  *^  That  tills  Corporation,  without  expressing  its  entire 
approval  of  the  present  plan,  are  sensible  of  the  difficulties 
which  the  government  has  had  to  encounter  In  preparing  a 
scheme  for  a  national  system  of  education;  and  believing^ 
that  in  the  present  temper  of  the  country,  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  man  to  devise  a  plan  which  would  give  satisfaction 
to  all  parties,  they  willingly  accept  of  the  boon  now  oflered, 
and  trust  tliat  such  iuiprovements  may  be  in  future  engi'afted 
on  the  system  as  will  make  it  still  more  efficient  and  accept- 
able." 

The  Lord  Provost  then  remarked,  that  in  1833,  in  the 
face  of  a  violent  opposition,  the  Irish  system  of  National 
Education  was  carried,  and  at  that  time  the  Dissenters 
nobly  sustained  their  character  as  Mends  of  Icnowledge  and 
religion,  by  supporting  that  great  measure.  In  1829  the 
Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  on  Education  was  estab* 
lished,  and  they  tried  various  schemes,  which  were  aban-» 
doned.  The  proposal  now  was,  thai  if  any  par^  purposing 
to  get  up  a  school,  come  forward  with  £100,  the  govern- 
ment will  give  assistance  to  the  same  amount;  and  if  they 
give  their  uacher  £40  a-year,  the  government  will  give 
£20;  and  if  XoO,  £25;  and  if  £G0,  £;50.  It  was  to  be  la- 
mented that  the  jealousies  and  distinctions  of  ^ects  have 
formed  so  formi(hible  a  barrier  to  the  exertions  of  the  <rovern- 
menU  He  considered  that  it  would  have  been  a  happier 
arrangement  could  we  have  had  Protestant  and  Catholic, 
Episcopalian  tnd  Presbyterian,  Methodist  and  Independent, 
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Jew  and  Gentile,  in  tlie  same  scliool,  but  he  feared  this 
would  be  expecting  tlie  Hon  and  the  hinib  to  lie  down  to- 
gether.— Were  it  attempted  to  estabHsh  such  schoolS|  it 
would  be  necessary  that  the  Bible  should  not  be  read  in 
them^  no  catechism  taught,  and  no  religious  instruction 
oommunicated.  What  a  univenal  howl  would  ante  firom 
John  o*  Groat's  House  to  the  Land's  End.  The  Church  of 
England  would  rise  against  it  en  fiuutef  and  the  Church 
of  Scotland,  with  the  Free  Church  and  the  Methodists^ 
would  join,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  Dissenters.  Could  any 
ministry  carry  such  a  measure?  The  opposition  to  this  plan 
was  against  any  interference  by  the  State  in  the  education  of 
the  peoj)le. 

The  resolutions  of  the  Lord  Provost  were  carried  by  the 
narrow  majority  of  12,  against  11. 

The  subject  of  Ragged  or  Industrial  Schools  had  excited 
much  attention  for  a  considerable  period,  and  Mr.  Gntline's 
name  has  become  inseparably  connected  with  them  from 
his  powerful  production,  and  his  subsequent  labours  in  this 
important  cause.  A  public  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  was 
held  8th  April,  1847,  in  the  Music  Hall,  fbr  the  purpose  of 
instituting  Ivagged  or  Industrial  Schools  in  the  city, — ^the 
Lord  Provost,  Black,  in  the  chair,  ^fr.  Guthrie  moved  the 
first  resolution:  "That  there  is  a  large  number  of  destitute 
neglected  cliildren  in  this  cily,  who,  having  no  regulai-  means 
of  hving  nor  any  moral  superintendence  on  the  })art  of  their 
parents  or  relatives,  are  allowed  to  grow  up  in  habits  of 
vagrancy  and  crime, — that  this  class  forms  tlic  great  and 
increasing  source  of  that  extensive  juvenile  delinquency, 
which  is  the  disgrace  of  our  laige  towns,  and  that  there  is 
an  urgent  call  upon  all  who  wish  well  to  the  oommnnily,  to 
take  immediate  steps  to  redeem  ihis  great  social  evil  hj  n- 
claiming  these  children,  and  providing  the  means  of  raising 
their  condition,  and  enabling  them  to  lead  an  honest  and 
useful  life."  He  then  stated  that  he  had  underrated  the 
number  of  houseless  children  in  estimating  them  at  1,000; 
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he  beHefved  they  In  reaUtjr  amounted  to  between  1|500  and 
8^000.  He  remembeied  tvhen  engaged  in  planning  tbeee 
Industrial  Schoola,  in  coming  np  the  Candlemaker  Row  one 

night  about  ten  o'clock,  he  heard  the  cry  of  a  child — a  most 
bitter  cry  tliat  filled  that  silent  and  lonely  street.  "  A  wo- 
man," said  ho,  "  rapidly  jjii^bed  me,  as  I  reached  a  boy  seven 
or  ei^^ht  years  of  age,  sobbing  and  crying  bitterly.  On  ask- 
ing him  what  made  him  cry,  he  rcph'cfl,  *  Ah,  Sir,  my 
mother  is  running  away  to  leave  me.' — I  felt  so  excated^  that 
I  immediately  gave  chase  to  the  woman^  and  ha^nng  over- 
taken heTy  I  made  her  stay  till  the  boy  came,  and  when  he 
did  come  up^  sobbing  and  ciying^  and  comphuning  of  that 
monster  mother,  she  turned  round  and  hit  him  a  blow  on 
the  &oe,  that  made  the  child  reel  and  stagger.**  Mr.  Guthrie 
said  he  felt  it  wrong  to  place  a  child  at  the  bar  of  justice, 
who  had  been  neglected  by  society  as  well  as  hb  parents. 
They  might  as  well  place  a  lunatic  there  as  such  a  child. 
They  wore  not  crimiijuls  ;  there  was  a  crime  committed,  but 
the  party  brou;^ht  there  was  not  tlio  criminal,  and  lionce 
they  heard  the  call  for  such  institutions  coming  ivoin  tlu'  sent 
of  justice  itself!  He  then  proceeded  to  show  how  the  nation 
would  save  much  by  expending  money  iu  the  prevention 
of  crime  in  preference  to  expending  it  on  its  punishment. 

Soon  after  the  institution  of  this  original  Ragged  School* 
a  number  of  gentlemen,  who  had  been  parties  to  its  forma- 
tion, including  Lord  Dunfermline^  Lord  Murray,  and 
others,  who  thought  that  the  education  was  bo  conducted 
there  as  to  preclude  the  children  of  Roman  Catholics  being 
sent,  openeil,  in  Noyember  the  same  year,  a  United  In- 
dustnal  School  in  South  Gray's  Close,  where  the  religious 
instmction  of  the  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  children 
was  given  separately. 

The  fonndation-stoiio  of  the  Caledonian  Kaiiway  station 
terminus  at  Edinburgh,  was  laid  at  the  Lothian  Road,  9th 
April,  1847,  by  the  Duke  of  Atholl,  Grand  Master  Mason 
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ior  Sc(ttlaiul,  in  presence  of  tlie  Lord  Provost  and  Magis* 
trates,  and  the  Directors  of  the  railway. 

Two  large  Pre>l>ytenan  bodies  in  Scotland,  the  United 
Associate  Synod,  comprehending  twenty-four  PresbytericM^ 
and  the  Relief  Church,  composed  of  nine  Presbyteries,  formed 
a  union,  and  met  to  celebrate  this  event  at  Xanfield  Uail, 
Canonmills,  13th  May,  1847.  The  different  bodies  went 
tocher  in  procession,  and  upwardu  of  3,000  persons  were 
assembled  there.  The  designation  now  adopted  by  the  body 
was   The  United  Presbyterian  Church  "  or  Synod. 

A  irreut  .sensation  was  produced  in  Edinlnirjxh  on 

1847 

31st  Mnv,  1847,  by  the  sudden  death  of  Dr.  Chal- 
mers,  who  had  retired  the  evening  bef  ire  in  good  health,  at 
his  own  house,  Churcli-hill,  in  the  southern  suburbs  of  the 
city.  This  distinguished  man  had  only  returned  from  Eng- 
land a  few  days,  where  he  had  been  examined  before  a 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  tiie  Befusal  of 
Sites  for  Free  Churches. 

Dr.  Chalmers  was  born  at  Anstruther,  17th  March,  1780, 
and  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  centiuy  studied  at  St. 
Andrews  University.  He  became  assistant  at  Cavers, 
Roxburghshire,  in  1801,  and  the  following  year  "was  ap- 
])<)inted  minister  of  Kilmany,  and  also  for  some  seasons  de- 
livered a  brilliant  course  of  lectures  on  Chemistry  and 
Mathematics  at  St.  Andrews.  In  1815  he  became  min- 
ister of  the  Tron  church,  Glasgow,  where  he  delivered 
his  Astronomical  Discourses,  productions  which  excited 
great  admiration,  and  would  ot  themselves  have  stamped 
fiune  on  the  antlior.  He  speedily  becnnic  the  most  distin- 
guished preacher  of  modem  times.  When  in  London,  he 
was  followed  by  crowds  comprising  men  of  the  highest  rank 
and  the  greatest  genius  of  the  age.  With  his  ardent  and 
benevolent  spirit  his  labours  in  Glasgow  were  so  multi- 
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tudinans  Uuit  his  health  was  giving  way,  and  .  he  acoe|itod, 
in  1823^  the  ProfesMirship  of  Moral  Philoaophy  in  the 
Univeraty  of  St.  Andrews,  a  chair  he  filled  fire  years,  till 
his  appointment  as  Professor  of  Theology  in  the  University 
of  Edinburgh.  His  speech  on  the  Catholic  Claims  in  1829 
was  deemed  the  very  acme  of  modem  eloquence;  Jeffrey 
said  it  reminded  hiui  ut"  the  effects  of  Cicero  and  Dcnios- 
tlienos's  orations.  lu  1831  he  \v;ls  elected  a  corresponding 
nieinlicr  of  tlie  Koyal  Institntc  of  France,  and  he  read  a 
paper  before  that  distinguished  botiy  in  1838.  At  the  Dis- 
ruption of  the  Church  of  Scotland  in  1843,  he  was  the 
powerful  and  leading  spirit — guiding  them  in  their  business 
affairs  by  his  practical  sagacity.  In  the  latter  years  of  his 
life  he  devoted  himself  to  his  iavoniite  pnrsmt,  the  amelio- 
ration of  the  lower  classes  of  society,  and  furnished  what 
may  he  a  model  to  all  large  cities,  in  the  Territorial  Schools 
and  church  at  the  West  Fort.  A  public  funeral  was  ao> 
-  oofded  to  lum  in  the  Southern  Cemetery,  4th  June,  1847. 

A  public  meeting  of  the  fnends  of  Christian  Union  was 
held  in  tlie  Music  Hull,  11th  tlune,  1847.  It  was  a  crowded 
and  intor  .^tini^  mt'eting — the  olijcct  being  Evangelical  Alli- 
ance and  Christian  Union,  iustead  of  divi^ou  into  small 
sects. 

The  Grand  Duke  Constantino,  son  of  the  Emperor  of 
Russia,  visited  the  city,  26th  July,  1847,  and  inspected 
several  of  the  public  institutions;  and  during  the  same  sum* 
mer,  Edinbni^h  was  also  visited  by  Prince  Waldemar  of 
Prussia,  and  Prince  Henry  of  the  Netherlands. 

For  some  time  the  leading  British  statesmen  of  both  paiv 
ties  had  manifested  opinions  favourable  to  the  endowing  of 
the  Konian  Catholic  cleriry,  as  the  best  mode  of  governing 
Ireland.  On  the  dissolution  of  Pai liameiit,  in  .July,  1847, 
tliis  roused  the  feelings  of  the  country  agiunst  tjndowing 
error,  and  along  with  a  variety  of  other  snbsidiarv  reasons, 
created  a  very  determined  opposition  in  Edinburgh  to  the 


528 


HISTOBY  OF  £DINBUBaH. 


re-election  of  the  Right  Hon.  Thos.  Babington  Macaulay, 
who,  as  a  member  of  the  cabinet^  came  in  for  his  ahaie  of 
thb  obloquy. 

The  electors  consequently  brought  forward  as  a  candidate, 
an  independent  private  dtiaen  of  bosineas  habits,  Mr.  Charles 
CowaUi  whom,  to  the  astonishment  and  dismay  of  the  Whig 
party,  they  earned  by  an  overwhelming  majority  against  the 
accomplished  orator  and  statesman. 

At  the  election,  30th  July,  1847)  the  resalt  of  the  poll 
stood  thus: — Cowan,  2,063;  Gibsou  Craig,  1,854;  Macau- 
lay,  1,477;  Blackburn,  980. 

A  ymm^  I'^cottish  nobleman  of  considerable  ability  was 
appointed  Governor  General  of  India  at  this  period — tlie 
Earl  of  Dalhousie.  In  1835,  as  already  narrated,  wlien 
Lord  Bamsay,  he  was  brought  forward  as  a  candidate  to 
represent  Edinburgh  iti  Parliament,  and  he  remarked 
thecitiaens  had  rocked  his  political  cradle  rather  ronghly. 
A  public  dinner  was  given  to  him  in  the  Music  Hall,  14^ 
September,  1847,  on  his  appointment  to  the  greatest  vic^ 
regal  government  in  the  world, — the  Dnke  of  Bucdench 
in  the  chair.  Lord  Dalhonsie  had  the  good  sense  to  state 
that  his  former  treatment  by  the  citizens  of  Edinburgh  had 
been  of  great  service  to  him,  as  a  la\  ourable  reception  then 
might  have  rendered  him  a  spoiled  child. 

liord  Ashley,  now  Karl  of  Shaftesbury,  an  active  and 
philanthropic  nobleman,  visited  the  Kagged  Sehools,  Kam- 
say  Lane,  15th  October,  1847,  and,  in  the  course  of  an  ex- 
cellent speech,  deprecated  what  he  would  call  the  Hospital 
system,  which  prevailed  in  Edinbnrgli — by  which  children 
were  separated  from  their  parents  and  their  homes — whereas 
It  was  well  known  that  much  good  was  often  done  by  the 
reflective  infloenoe  of  well-trained  children  on  their  parents. 
— ^Mr.  Onthrie  said  if  he  had  the  power,  he  would  tnm 
eveiy  Hospital  in  Edinburgh  into  a  Ragged  School. — ^Lord 
Ashley,  the  same  day,  visited  tlio  Territorial  church  and 
schools  at  tho  West  Fort,  ubtublished  by  Dr.  CUulmers, 
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where  there  were  three  hundred  children  under  tuitioti,  af- 
fording an  excellent  practical  example  of  the  system  he  had 
recommendecL  He  also  visited  the  model  lodging  houses 
for  the  poor  at  the  West  Port  and  the  Cowgate— which 
have  worked  so  well  in  the  city  for  the  improvement  and 
improved  accommodation  of  the  poor. 


Dr.  Andrew  Combe  was  born  in  Edinljiiiiih, 

1947 

1797,  in  a  locality  the  name  of  which  no  longer  ex- 
ists, but  was  then  designated  Livingston's  yards.  It  lay 
on  the  south  under  the  rock  of  EdinLin  gh  Castle,  close  by 
the  scene  where  toumaments  were  held  in  the  days  of  yore. 
His  father  rn T  ried  on  a  brewerv  there.  Andrew  was  edu^ 
cated  at  the  High  School  and  University  of  Edinburgh, 
and  served  his  apprenticeship  with  Mr.  Johnstone,  snrgeon; 
he  afterwards  stodied  at  Paris,  and  commenced  medical 
practice  in  Edinburgh  in  1823. 

'  The  Principles  of  Phy^iolog)-  applied  to  the  preservation 
of  health,  and  to  the  Improvement  of  Physical  and  Mental 
Education,*  was  published  in  1834,  and  had  a  c  irculaiioii  of 
upwards  of  thirty  thousand  copies.  *  The  Physiology  of 
Digestion  considered  with  relation  to  the  principles  of  Die- 
tetics,' appeared  in  183G.  Ikith  of  these  works  are  of  ex- 
cellent practical  utility,  and  so  full  oi  tiie  principles  of  com- 
mon sense  as  in  many  cases  almost  to  supersede  the  con- 
sultation of  a  medical  man.  Dr.  Combe  was  a))pointed 
Physidan  in  Ordinary  to  the  King  and  Queen  of  Belgium 
in  1836|  and  resided  for  some  time  at  Brussels,  but  on  ac- 
count of  his  health  returned  to  Edinburgh, — where  he  died 
in  1847. 


The  Caledonian  Railway,  which  proceeds  from 

Edinburgh  to  CarHsle,  by  way  of  Currie,  Carstairs, 

Symington,  and  Bcattock,  was  opened  for  public  tborough- 
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fare  on  15th  February',  1848^ — the  entiy  to  Edinbai^h 
being  at  the  Lotliian  Road. 

In  February,  1848,  it  was  proposed  by  the  government 
to  raise  the  Income  Tax  from  3  to  5  per  oent.  The 
Ivaeling  of  the  country  was  decidedly  hostile  to  this  proposal. 
The  Merchant  Co.  of  Edinbinvi;h  met  and  passed  resolutions 
against  it,  aiitl  tiic  ialiaLilants  licld  a  public  meeting  lor  the 
same  purpose.  Tlie  opposition  to  the  measure  was  suc- 
cessful. 

The  accounts  of  the  sudden  overthrow  of  the  government 
of  King  Louis  Philippe,  and  the  establisliment  again  of  a 
Bepublic  in  France,  excited  intense  interest  in  Edinburgh ; 
these  events  took  place  in  Pans  22d,  23d,  and  24th  Feb- 
ruary, 1848,  and  in  the  Scottish  metropolis  the  news  was 
received  every  few  hours  from  London,  by  electric  telegraph, 
a  new  and  striking  feature  in  the  transmission  of  intelligenoe. 
On  the  .  6th  and  7th  March,  alarming  riots  took  place  in 
Glasgow,  military  were  despatched  to  aid  in  quelling  the 
disturbances,  and  on  the  hdicr  t veiling  a  serious  riot  oc- 
curred in  Edinburgh;  about  r),()()U  persons  were  congregated 
near  the  Tron  church.  The  Lord  Provost  assembled  a 
number  of  citizens  to  act  as  special  constables,  and  sent  to 
the  Castle  and  Piersliill  for  the  aid  of  the  military.  The 
Sheriff  read  the  riot  act,  and  advised  the  crowds  to  disperse 
to  their  homes.  These  energetic  proceedings  of  the  Magia> 
trates  succeeded  in  putting  a  stop  to  the  disturbances— 
though  several  hundreds  of  the  city  lam])S  were  broken  on 
the  occasion. 

The  Queen  Street  Hall,  a  very  handsome  new  building, 
erected  as  a  Synod  Hall  for  the  Unite<l  Presbyterians,  was 

opened  8th  ^lay,  1848,  and  soon  came  to  be  a  useiul  place 
of  assemblage  for  a  variety  of  public  meetings.  It  is  fitted 
to  accommodate  about  1.200  persons. 
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Sir  Thomas  Dick  Lander.  Bart,  a  well-known 

1848 

publio-epirited  dtiaen,  died  at  hit  mansion  house  of 

Grange,  in  the  suburbs  of  Edinbnrgh,  29th  May,  1848. 

He  was  the  author  of  *  Locliaiidhu,'  a  tule,  *  An  Account  of 
the  Morayshire  I  iooUs  in  1829,'  and  several  other  works. 

The  Trinity  College  Church,  considered  one  of  the  finest 
specimens  of  Gotliic  architecture  in  the  Scottish  metropolis, 
was  erected  in  1462,  and  was  now  to  be  taken  down  to  make 
room  far  the  North  British  Railway's  additions  to  their 
station.  The  last  public  services  in  this  andent  &bric  took 
pbce  14th  May,  1848«  In  demolishing  the  bnildtn^  the  dis- 
covery was  made  of  the  remains  of  Mary  of  Gneldres^  in  an 
oak  coffin.  She  fennded  the  church  in  the  above  year,  and 
(lied  the  following  year  140,%  being  interred  there.  This 
ladv  was  Queen  of  JamcH  11.,  and  afK»r  the  lapse  of  nearly 
400  years,  on  the  15th  Jidy,  the  body  was  re-interred  in  the 
royal  vault  at  Ilulyrood  palace. 

The  foundation-stone  of  a  larrre  and  handsome  new  Com 
Market,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Grassrnarkety  was  laid  28th 
June,  184^1  by  the  Lord  Provost,  Black,  in  presence  of  the 
Magistrates  and  a  nnmber  of  respectable  farmers  and  com 
merchants,  bat  withont  any  ostentations  public  display. 

One  of  those  disagreeable  scenes  that  have  arisen  out  of 
the  Annuity  Tax,  occurred  on  3d  July,  1S48.  An  uphol- 
sterer in  Frederick  Street  allowed  his  goods  to  be  poinded 
for  arrears;  an  auctioneer  was  brought  from  Glasgow  to 
sell  them;  a  crowd  gathered,  and  the  man  was  deforced. 
Having  a  sale  of  a  similar  description  to  execute  in  Hanover 
Street,  he  complained  to  the  Sheriff,  who  ordered  out  the 
police  and  militaiy,  and,  until  the  affair  was  over,  E<lin- 
burgh  presented  the  appearance  of  a  beleaguered  city.  On 
1st  August,  one  of  the  Magbtrates,  Bailie  Stott,  went  to 
prison  rather  than  pay  his  arrears  of  this  tax — and  oon« 
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tinued  a  fortnight  there  till  the  monej  was  paid  bjr  sub- 
scription. 

The  Highland  and  Agricnltural  Society  held  another 
grand  Cattle  Show  at  the  west  end  of  the  Dean  Bridge  on 
2d  August,  1848,  when  nnmerons  visitors  came  to  the  city 

to  witness  it.  On  tlie  following  day,  the  Duke  of  Montrose 
presided  at  u  public  diiuuT  irivea  on  the  occasion  at  the 
Music  Hall,  llo  was  . supported  Ijy  the  Lord  Provost  and 
the  Duke  of  Biun  louch,  and  a  company  of  ahnut  500. 
These  exhibitions  were  considered  as  tending  greatly  to  the 
improvement  of  the  agricultural  stock  of  the  country. 

On  4th  September^  1848,  a  report  was  read  to  the  Mer- 
chant Company  from  the  Governors  of  George  Watson's 
Hospital,  with  the  details  of  an  attempt  they  had  made  to 
extend  the  education  given  in  the  Hospital  to  day  scholars. 
The  Bill  to  accomplish  this  laudable  object  was  unfortunately 
thrown  out  in  the  House  of  Peers. 

Ill  1848  ;«  contest  again  arose  for  the  civic  cliair.  The  two 
candidates  we  re.  William  .Johnston,  Esq.,  ot"  Kirkliill,  and 
Robert  Chand)ers,  E??q.,  the  well-known  author  and  ]hi1)- 
lislier.  'i'he  latter  retired,  and  Mr,  Johnston  was  unani- 
mously elected. 

A  public  meeting  was  held  in  the  Waterloo  Rooms,  27th 
December,  1848,— the  Lord  Provost  in  the  c  hair,  when  it 
was  agreed  to  form  a  Financial  Reform  Association,  with 
the  view  of  urging  on  the  government  the  necessity  of  keep- 
ing the  expenditure  within  tlie  limits  of  the  national  revenue. 

On  7th  February,  1849,  a  meeting  of  the  inhabi- 
tants was  held  in  the  Queen  Street  Hall, — ^the  Lord 
Provost  presiiling.  The  object  of  the  meeting  was  tlie  aboli- 
tion of  the  Game  Laws.  Resolutions  were  unanimously 
passed  condemnatory  ot  them  on  account  ot  their  moral, 
social,  and  economical  evils. 

A  discussion  took  place  in  the  Town  Council,  27th  Feb- 
ruary, 1849,  regarding  opening  up  the  Meadow  Parks  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public — ^In  large  cities  the  free  use  of 
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sadi  pttblic  pariu  obviously  tends  greatly  to  promote  the 
health  and  comfort  of  the  population.  And  on  12th  March^ 
a  meeting  of  leading  citizens  was  hdd  to  consider  the  best 

means  of  iniprovinn:  the  condition  of  the  working  classes, 
and  ioi  pruviiliii*^  be  tter  and  more  healthy  house  accommo- 
dation for  tiiein  tlian  they  at  present  possessed.  The  Lord 
Provost  suggested  that  if  a  imiuher  of  gentlemen  would 
engage  together  iu  a  private  enterprise,  there  would  be  little 
difficulty  in  purchasing  both  sides  of  the  cloees  in  some  of 
the  worst  parts  of  the  town,  for  the  purpose  of  polling  down 
the  houses  and  rebuilding  one  side^  thus  increaang  the 
healthiness  and  ventilation  of  the  quarter^  and  g^reatly  im- 
proving the  dwellings. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  held  on  the  same  subject,  Dr. 
Ben^g  stated  that  a  respectable  architect  in  the  city  would 
engage  to  erect  forty-eii^lit  houses  on  an  acre  of  ground, 
each  house  to  have  a  separate  access,  and  to  contain  a  goo<l 
kitchen,  bed-room,  scullfry,  and  pantry,  with  a  bleaching- 
green  <»f  upwards  of  2U0  scpiare  yards  for  every  four  families, 
and  each  house  could  be  kt  on  an  average  for  £5  per  an- 
num. The  cultivation  of  wa^  lands  by  tlie  poor  was  also 
discussed  at  this  meeting. 

Mr.  Lefevre  having  been  appointed  by  the  government 
to  make  inquiries  and  report  to  Parliament  regarding  the 
Annuity  Tax, — after  carefol  preparation  presented  a  volu- 
minous report  to  the  House  of  Commons^  in  May>  1849. 
His  suggestions  were,  that  in  lieu  of  the  Annuity  Tax,  a 
commutation  annuity  of  £8,800  be  settled  on  the  ministers 
of  Edinburgli — ^£2,550  of  this  to  be  oidy  temporary, — the 
College  of  .Tnstice  to  waive  their  exemption.  The  Town 
Council  to  be  empowered  to  levy  a  rate  not  exceeding  :i 
per  centage  to  be  fixed,  as  additional  security  for  this 
annuity. 

A  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  was  held  in  the  Music  Hall, 
6th  August,  1849,  to  express  sympathy  with  the  Hungarian 
nation  in  theur  present  struggle  for  constitutional  freedom, — 
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tlie  Lord  ProTost,  Johnston,  presided*  There  is  a  monl 
and  physical  resemblanoe  between  Scotland  and  Hungaiy, 
which  probably  added  considerably  to  the  feeling  of  sym^ 
pathy  on  this  occasion.   Each  of  them  were  andent  and 

inde])eiident  kingdoms,  and  iiicrgcnl  into  a  larger  empire, 
and  each  proud  uf  the  native  hills  and  fastnesses  of  their 
own  country,  scarcely  ever  trod  by  fbrei<.Mi  toe. 

This  was  an  expression  of  opinion  in  the  sacred  cause  of 
civil  oud  religious  Ubeity,  and  the  interference  of  Huaida 
probably  still  farther  warranted  the  expression  of  sjmpathj 
from  Britain.  It  was  sfrreed  to  present  an  addi-ess  to  the 
Hungarian  nation  to  be  transmitted  to  Kossuth,  the  former 
viceroy  of  Hungary.  Georgey,  his  successor,  had  found  it 
necessary  to  sorrender  on  13th  August  with  an  army  of 
30,000  men. 

The  Town  Council  on  15th  August,  1840,  presented  Sir 

James  Duke,  Lord  Mayor,  and  M.P.  for  London,  with  the 
freetloni  of  the  city.  Sir  .lames  was  a  native  of  Scotland, 
and  by  his  industrial  exertions  had  been  the  architect  of  his 
own  fortune. 

In  1848  and  1849,  Edinburgh  again  suffered  itom 
Cholera,  but  not  nearly  so  fatally  as  in  1832. 

Queen  Victoria  being  now  in  possession  of  a  Highland 
home  at  Balmoral,  by  Deeside,  in  the  southern  part  of 
Aberdeenshire^  with  her  royal  consort  Prince  Albert,  genei^ 
ally  spent  a  few  weeks  of  the  autumn  enjoying  the  invigor- 
ating breeaes  of  the  north,  and  the  Prince^  the  Highland 
sports.  Her  Majesty,  her  consort,  and  four  of  their  children, 
arrived  in  Edinburgh  27th  September,  1849,  on  their 
way  to  England.  A  platform  was  erected  at  the  North 
British  Rail\vay  station,  near  the  Waverley  Brid<^e,  ^\llich 
accommodated  about  five  hundred  of  the  elite  ot  the  cit  i/A  ns, 
who  gave  their  Sovereign  an  enthusiastic  reception.  The 
Prince  of  Wales,  the  probable  future  King^  was  then  a  fine 
hay  of  nine  years  of  age. 

Two  public  meetings  of  the  inhabitants  were  held  5th  and 
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24t]i  October^  1849,— Bailie  Melville  presiding  at  the  first, 

and  the  Lord  Provost  at  the  second.  The  object  was  in  fa- 
vour ot  a  suspension  of  Sabbath  labour  generally  through- 
out tlie  Post  Office  department  of  tlio  country.  A  proposal 
for  rcsuniinff  it  in  the  General  Post  Office,  London,  led  to 
these  meetings.  The  intention  had  l)een  (k'])n?cated  by  the 
commercial  classes  in  London, — the  cessation  from  such 
labour  having  been  found  of  advantage  in  eveiy  point  of  view. 

Thursday!  18th  October,  1849,  waa  obsarred  as  a  day  of 
hamiliaiion  and  prayer  in  all  the  churchea  and  chapela  of 
the  city,  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  cholera. 

The  new  elegant  building  for  the  Com  Exchange,  in  the 
Graaamarket,  waa  opened  5th  December,  1849.  It  ia  con- 
structed in  the  Italian  stvle,  at  the  same  time  it  is  massive 
in  ap]>earance.  The  height  of  the  building  is  sixty  feet,  and 
the  breadth  of  the  main  front  about  one  hundred  feet. 
There  is  a  clock  mid  bell  tower  thirty  feet  hijih.  The  in- 
terior  hall  is  one  hundred  and  Hfty-two  feet  long,  by  eighty- 
two  feet  broad.  It  haa  a  triple  roof,  supported  by  a  double 
row  of  pillars,  and  forms  a  yery  elegant  hall.  A  poll  tax  of 
one  penny  ia  to  be  leviod  on  each  person  entering  the  mar- 
ket, and  a  duty  of  one  ahilling  for  every  aample  bag  de- 
posited. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  opening,  the  Magiatratea  invited 
a  party  of  about  twelve  hundred  formers  and  influential 

citizens  to  meet  them  in  the  hall,  where  they  had  provided 
Mil  rl  iiaiit  collation.  The  Lord  Provost,  Johnston,  an- 
nounced that  it  was  necessary  to  open  tlie  market  by  an 
actual  sale,  and  forthwith  sold  a  tjiun  ter  of  barley  gi'own 
upon  his  own  estate,  at  twenty-four  shillings,  and  paid  custom 
on  it  to  the  city  chamberlain.  The  whole  affair  paased  off 
with  considerable  eclat. 

A  public  meeting  of  the  Aaaoriation  for  improving  the 
lodging  houses  of  the  working  classes  was  held  in  the  Bojal 
Hotel,  27th  December,  1849r-the  Lord  Provoat  in  the 
chair.    The  Aasociation  had  now  three  model  lodging 
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houses  in  successful  operation,  one  in  the  West  Port,  one  in 
the  Cowgate,  and  one  in  Merchant  Street. 

During  the  last  year  upwards  of  forty  thousand  in- 
dividuals had  been  accommodated  with  beds  in  these  honsesy 
with  a  security  for  their  persons  and  property  which  they 
could  not  have  had  in  the  old  Iudi^in<„'  houses,  and  though 
these  buihlings  were  in  the  very  centre  of  disease  in  the  city, 
not  a  single  case  of  cholera  liad  occurred. 

1860  ^'"^  period  the  important  question  of  a  Na- 

tional Sc)u me  of  Education,  led  to  considerable  di^ 
cussion  in  Edinburgh,  the  little  differences  of  sects  erected 
the  great  barrier  in  tlie  way  of  a  general  system,  each  ad- 
vocating their  own  particular  views.  It  became  obvious  to  the 
leading  minds  of  the  day  that  it  was  necessaiy  to  overcome 
these,  and  take  a  large  and  comprehensive  view  of  the  sub- 
ject. In  January,  1850,  the  following  important  Education 
manifesto  was  issued,  signed  by  great  numbers  of  influential 
men  of  the  various  reHgious  denominations: 

"The  Subscribers  of  this  (h>cunient,  believing  that  the 
state  of  Scothiiid  and  tlie  general  ieeh'ng  of  its  inhabitants 
justify  and  demand  the  legislative  establishment  of  a  com- 
prehensive ])lan  of  national  education,  have  determined  that 
an  effort  shall  be  made  to  unite  the  friends  of  this  great 
cause  on  principles  at  once  so  general  and  so  definite  as  to 
form  a  basis  for  practical  legislation ;  and  with  this  view,  they 
adopt  the  following  resolutions,  and  recommend  tliem  to  the 
consideration  of  the  country: — 

"  I.  That  while  it  might  be  difficult  to  describe,  with  a 
near  approach  to  statistical  precision,  tlie  exact  condition  of 
Scotland  at  this  moment  iji  regard  to  education,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that,  as  a  peoplr,  we  have  greatly  sunk  from 
our  former  elevated  position  among  educated  nations,  and 
that  a  large  proportion  of  our  youth  are  left  witliout  educa- 
tion, to  grow  up  in  an  ignorance  miserable  to  themselves 
and  dangerous  to  toosty;  that  this  state  of  matters  is  tlie 
more  melancholy,  as  this  educational  destitution  is  found 
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chiefly  among  the  maaseB  of  cor  crowded  cities,  in  our  manu- 
facturing and  mining  districts,  and  in  the  Highlands  and 
Islands  of  Scotland^  where  the  people  are  not  likely  spon- 
taneously to  provide  instmction  for  themselves;  that  the 
qoality  of  education,  even  where  it  does  exist,  is  often  as  de- 
fective as  its  quantity;  and  that  this  is  a  state  of  things 
requiring  an  immediate  remedy. 

2.  That  tlic  sul)scril)ers  hold  it  to  be  of  vital  and  pri- 
mary importance  that  sound  relii!;ious  instruction  be  com- 
municated to  all  the  youth  of  the  land  by  teachers  duly 
qualified;  and  they  express  this  conviction  in  the  fViU  belief 
that  there  will  never  he  any  enlargement  of  criucation  in 
Scotland,  on  a  popular  and  national  basis,  which  will  not 
carry  with  it  an  extended  distribution  of  religious  instmction ; 
while,  from  the  strong  religious  views  entertained  by  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  of  this  countiy,  and  the  interest 
which  they  take  in  the  matter  of  education,  the  subscribers 
can  see  in  tho  increase  of  knowledire  onlv  an  enlar<:ement  of 
the  desire  and  of  the  rn]>acitv  to  communicate  a  full  religi- 
ous education  to  the  generation  whose  parents  have  partici- 
pated in  this  advantage. 

3.  Tliat  the  parish  schools  of  Scotland  are  quite  inade> 
quate  to  the  educational  wants  of  the  country;  and  are  de- 
iective  and  objectionable  in  consequence  of  the  smallness  of 
the  class  invested  with  the  patronage,  the  limited  portion  of 
the  community  from  which  the  teachers  are  selected,  the 
general  inadequacy  of  their  remuneration,  and  the  system  of 
management  applicable  to  the  schools,  inferring  as  it  does 
the  exclusive  control  of  Churcli  Courts;  that  a  general  sys- 
tem of  national  c»<lucation,  on  a  sound  and  popular  basis, 
and  cfjpable  of  t-ommnnicating  in?^tniction  to  all  classes  of 
the  community,  is  urgently  called  for;  and  that  provision 
should  be  made  to  include  in  any  such  scheme,  not  only  all 
the  parish  schools,  but  also  all  existing  schools,  wherever 
they  are  required  by  the  necessities  of  the  population,  whose 
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supporters  may  be  desirous  to  avail  themselves  of  its  ad* 
vantages. 

4.  That  the  teachers  appointed  under  the  system  con- 
templated by  the  subscribers  should  not  be  required  by  law 
to  subscribe  any  reli^ous  test;  that  Normal  Schools  for  the 

traiiiiiiu!;  of  teachers  should  be  established;  that,  under  a 
irciK't  al  arrani^oinent  lur  tlie  examinntion  of  the  (jualifications 
of  schoulniastci's,  the  p()ssr>>i()ii  of  a  license  or  certificate  of 
qualiiicatioii  should  In*  necessary'  to  c?ititle  a  teaclier  to  be- 
come a  candidate  for  any  school  under  the  national  system; 
and  that  provision  shoidd  be  made  for  the  adequate  remu- 
neration of  all  teachers  who  may  be  so  appointed* 

5.  That  the  duty  and  responsibility  of  communicating 
religious  instruction  to  children  have,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
subscribers^  been  committed  by  God  to  their  parents^  and 
through  them  to  such  teachers  as  they  may  choose  to  entrust 
witli  that  duty;  that  in  the  numerous  schools  throurrhont 
Scotland  wliich  have  been  founded  and  supported  by  j)rivate 
contribution,  the  rehVions  ckinent  has  always  held  a  pro- 
niinrnt  plncc;  and  that,  were  the  power  of  selecting  the 
masters,  fixing  the  brandies  to  be  taught,  and  managing 
the  schools,  at  present  vested  by  law  in  the  Heritors  of  Scot- 
land and  the  Presbyteries  of  the  Established  Church,  to  be 
transferred  to  tlie  heads  of  families  under  a  national  system 
of  education,  the  subscribers  would  regard  such  an  arrange- 
ment as  aflbrding  not  only  a  basis  of  union  ibr  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  of  this  country,  but  a  far  better  security 
than  any  that  at  present  exists  both  for  a  good  secular  and 
a  good  Christian  education. 

*' 6.  That  in  regard  to  a  legislative  measure,  the  sub- 
scribers are  of  oi)iiiion  with  the  late  lamented  Dr.  Chalmers, 
that  *  there  is  no  other  nicLliotl  of  extrication  '  from  the  diffi- 
culties with  which  tlie  question  of  Education  in  connection 
with  religion  is  encompassed  in  this  country,  than  tlie  plan 
suggested  by  him  as  the  only  practicable  one, — namely, 
^  That  in  any  public  measure  for  helping  on  the  education 
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of  the  people,  Government  should  Rbstain  from  introdncing 
tho  element  of  religion  at  all  into  their  part  of  the  scheme, 

and  this  not  because  they  held  the  matter  to  be  insignificant, 
— the  contrary  miglit  be  strongly  txj>iv>-»:sed  in  the  preamble 
of  their  act,  but  on  the  ground  that,  in  tlie  present  divided 
state  of  the  Christian  world,  they  would  take  no  co^niznTu  e 
of,  just  because  they  would  attempt  no  control  over,  tlie  re- 
ligion of  applicants  for  aid, — leaving  tliis  matter  entirely  to 
the  parties  who  had  to  do  with  the  erection  and  manage- 
ment of  the  schools  which  thej  had  been  called  upon  to 
assist.  A  grant  by  the  State  npon  thb  footing  might  be 
regarded  as  being  appropriately  and  exdnsively  the  expres- 
sion of  their  valae  for  a  good  secular  education.* 

"  7.  That  in  order  to  secure  the  confidence  of  tbe  people 
of  Scotland  generally  in  a  national  system  of  education,  as 
well  as  to  secure  its  efficiency,  tlie  following  should  be  its 
main  features: — 1st,  That  Local  Boards  should  be  estab- 
lished, the  meiiilH  irt  to  be  ajipointed  by  jx^jmlar  election,  on 
the  principle  of  giving  the  franchise  to  all  male  heads  of 
families  being  householders;  and  with  these  boanls  should 
lie  the  selection  of  masters,  the  general  management  of  the 
schools^  and  the  right,  without  undue  intcrforenoe  with  tbe 
masteri  to  direct  the  branches  of  education  to  be  taught. 
2d,  That  there  should  be  a  general  superintending  authority, 
so  constituted  as  to  secure  the  public  confidence,  and  to  be 
responsible  to  the  country  through  Pariiament,  which,  with* 
out  superseding  the  Local  Boards,  should  see  that  their 
duties  are  not  neglectetl, — prevent  abuses  from  being  per- 
petrated through  carelessness  or  tlesign, — check  extravagant 
expenditure, — protect  the  interests  of  all  parties, — collect 
and  preserve  the  general  statistics  of  education,  and  ditl'use 
throughout  the  country,  by  communication  with  the  Local 
Boards,  such  knowledge  on  the  subject  of  education,  and 
such  enlightened  views,  as  their  authoritative  position,  and 
their  command  of  aid  from  the  highest  intellects  in  the 
country,  may  enable  them  to  oommunicate. 
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^'Were  such  a  system  adoptedi  the  subscribers  aie  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  quite  unnecessary  either  for  the 
Legislature  or  any  central  authority  to  dictate  or  control  the 
education  to  be  imparted  in  the  National  Schools,  or  to  pre- 
scribe any  subject  to  be  tautrht  or  book  to  bo  used ;  and 
shouM  a  nuMsure  founded  on  tliese  8u^i!t»stions  become  law, 
Jiot  only  would  tlie  subscribers  feel  it  to  be  tlieir  duty,  but 
they  confidently  believe  the  ministers  and  religious  com- 
munities in  the  various  localities  would  see  it  to  be  theirs,  to 
use  all  their  influence  in  promotin/r  $uch  arrangements  as, 
in  the  working  of  the  plan,  would  effectually  secnre  a  sound 
religious  education  to  the  children  attending  the  schools." 

Francis  Jeffirev,  the  most  distinmn'slied  of  British 
1850.  ' 

critics,  and  one  of  the  most  respected  citizens  of 

Edinburgh,  died  at  his  houses  Moray  Place,  26th  January, 
1850.  He  was  born  in  tlie  city,  at  Charles  Sti-eet, 
George  Square,  23d  October,  1773,  neither  in  a  "patri- 
monial gan'ct  nor  at  so  great  an  elevation  as  "  the  sixteentli 
Storey,**  which  Lord  Byron  afterwards  satincally  bestowed 
upon  him.*  His  father  was  one  of  the  Depute  Clerks  of 
the  Court  of  Session.  In  October,  1781,  Jefirey  entered 
the  High  School,  where  he  continued  for  six  years.  Hit 
friend  and  biographer,  Lord  Cockbum,  mentions,  that  one 
day,  in  the  winter  of  178G-7,  lie  was  standing  on  the  High 
Street,  staring  at  a  man  whose  appearance  stnick  him.  That 
person  was  Robert  Burns.  lie  attended  (ilasgow  for  two 
sessions,  1787-9,  then  after  one  season  at  Edinburgh  Uni- 
versity he  went  to  Oxford.  In  1794  he  passed  Advocate, 
and  in  1801  married  his  relative.  Miss  Catherine  Wilson, 
and  his  6rst  domicile  was  in  the  third  storey,  18  Bucclepfih 
Place— the  following  year  he  removed  to  62  Queen  Street 

•  Lord  Ifyroo't  English  Bofds  and  Beolclk  Reviewers. 
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He  became  editor  of  tlie  Edinburgh  Review  soon  after  its 
starting  in  1802)  and  its  series  contains  a  brilliant  array  of 
articles  the  productions  of  his  geniiis.  In  1805  be  lost 
hu  first  wife^  to  whom  he  was  deeply  attached.  In  1810  he 
removed  to  Geoi^  Street,  where  he  resided  nigh  twenty 
years  during  the  winters^  for  soon  after  that  he  had  a  coun- 
try residence  for  the  summer.  In  1813  he  took  a  trip  to  the 
Uniteil  States  of  America,  and  married  Miss  Charlotte 
Wilkes,  a  grauJ-iiiece  of  tlie  celebrated  John  Wilkes;  and 
in  1815  Craigcrook,  a  fine  uM  mansion  hcniitifully  situated 
in  the  vicinity  of  Edinbnrgli.  1*  <  :imc  his  suimnrr  (juarters,  a 
place  where  many  a  literary  party  was  held,  during  the  next 
third  of  a  century  that  it  was  his  habitation.  lie  was  chosen 
Lord  Rector  ot  Glasgow  College  1820,  when  he  delivered  a 
heantiftd  address  to  the  alumni.  In  1827  he  removed  to 
24  Moray  Place.  Jefirey  was  elected  Dean  of  the  Fa- 
culty of  Advocates  in  1829,  when  he  resigned  his  editor- 
ship of  the  Edinbuigh  Beview.  In  1830  he  became  Lord 
Advocate,  and  got  a  seat  in  ParHament,  and  on  the  carryini^ 
the  Scottish  Reform  Bill  he  was,  in  1H32,  both  tastefully 
and  gracefully  returned  hy  bis  felhnv-ciii/ciis  us  their  tWi-t 
representative  in  Parliament  under  that  act.  He  became  a 
judge  of  the  Court  of  Se«!sii)n  in  1834  as  Lord  Jeffrey,  and 
in  hU  judicial,  maintained  as  high  a  character  as  he  had  at> 
tained  in  his  literary  and  political  capacity.  Jeffrey  was 
a  most  genial  and  benevolent  being;  he  had  realized  a 
handsome  fortune,  and  Ids  purse  was  always  open  to  the 
calls  of  charity.  For  the  last  few  years  of  his  life^  a  good 
deal  of  time  was  spent  with  his  wife  reading  the  Bible  to 
him,  and  his  favourite  walk  was  to  the  Dean  Cemeter)'| 
which  he  bad  fixed  on  as  his  last  resting  place.  He  was 
so  well  as  to  walk  rowid  the  Calton  Hill  on  23d  January, 
1850,  four  days  before  liIs  death,  and  on  31.nI  .Januarv  he 
was  buried  at  tiic  Dean  Cemeterv^  where  n  ne.it  taouliir 
monument  lias  been  erecteil  to  his  mu morv.  with  a  strikini: 
medallion  likeness.   A  public  meeting  was  held  7th  Febru- 
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ary,  when  it  was  agreed  to  erect  a  statue  to  bis  memory 
in  the  Parliament  House.  One  in  Charlotte  Square  or 
Moray  Plac%  would  probably  have  been  more  appropriate 
— as  his  services  were  not  merely  legal. 

Sbix  WtUtom  flOan. 

Sir  William  Allan,  tlic  President  of  the  Eoval 

1850. 

Scottish  Academy,  and  tlie  most  distinguished  his- 
torical painter  in  Scotland,  died  at  his  house  in  Great  King 
Street,  22d  February,  1850.  lie  was  bom  in  1782  in 
humble  life,  and  early  evinced  a  taste  for  art,  and  first  com- 
menced painting  devices  on  carriages.  He  visited  various 
foreign  countries,  studying  their  sccneiy  and  the  manners 
of  the  people, — MoiHx:co,  Greece,  Spain,  Russia,  and  Persia. 
.-Imong  his  most  remarkable  pictures  are  '  the  Slave  Market 
of  Constantinople,'  *  Tartar  Banditti,*  *  The  Moorish  Love 
Letter,'  'Murder  of  Archbishop  Sharp,'  'Knox  Lecturing 
Queen  Mary,'  *  The  liatilc  of  Waterloo.'  This  last  was 
purchased  by  tlie  Duke  of  Wellington.  He  was  minutely 
accurate  in  the  prej)aration  of  the  details  of  his  pictures. 
He  was  buried  in  the  Dean  Cemetery,  where  there  is  a 
monument  erected  to  him. 


S^ix  JFame»  €iibie»on  Cratg. 

Sir  James  Gibson  Craig,  Bart.,  a  leading  citizen, 
died  6th  March,  1850.   lie  was  the  second  son  of 

William  Gibson,  Esq.,  and  was  bom  in  1765.  He  be- 
came a  Writer  to  the  Signet  in  1786,  and  in  1796  mar- 
ried a  daughter  of  James  Thomson,  Esq.  Henry  Cock- 
bum  says  of  him,  He  was  so  prominent  in  our  worst 
times,  that  it  is  dithcult  to  understand  how  Thomas  Mair 
conM  be  transported  and  James  Gibson  be  not  even  tried, 
liokiness,  talent,  and  devotion  to  the  apparently  desperate 
cause  of  Scottish  freedom  made  him  the  terror  and  hataed  of 
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some."  In  1823  lie  added  Craig  "  to  his  paternal  name  of 
Gibson.  Wheo  the  Whigs  came  into  power  he  became 
their  foremost  man  in  business  afiairs  in  Edinbnigb.  In 
1831  he  was  cieated  a  baronet.  He  was  an  honest,  npnght, 
amiable  man. 

A  great  Industrial  Exhibition  of  the  works  of  all  nations 
having  been  arranged  to  be  lield  the  following  year  in  Lon- 
don, Captain  Ibbelaon  was  deputed  to  Edinburgh  to  forward 
the  olijects  of  the  Exhibition.  A  meeting  was  held  with  him 
in  the  Council  Chamber,  1 1th  Iklarcli,  1850,  and  after  cer- 
tain preliminary  proceedings,  a  public  meeting  to  forward 
the  object  was  held  in  the  Music  Hall  three  days  after, — 
the  Lord  Provosti  Johnston^  in  the  chair,  when  it  was  re- 
solved, That  the  meeting  considers  the  proposed  Exhibition 
worthy  of  the  support  of  all  classes  of  the  commanity,**  and 
on  the  motion  of  Lord  Murray,  it  was  agreed  to  tender  their 
grateful  acknowledgments  to  Prince  Albert  fav  having 
originated  the  project  and  for  manifesting  so  warm  an  in- 
terest in  its  development. 

David  jSIaitland  Makijill  Crichton,  Esq.,  of  Rankeilour, 
delivered  an  interesting  lecture  in  Edinburgh,  22d  March, 
1^50,  on  tlie  improvement  of  the  dwellings  of  the  working 
classes,  and  the  importance  of  reclaiming  and  extending  in 
cities  and  towns  the  rights  of  the  peojtle  to  public  grounds. 
And  about  the  same  time  a  meeting  of  gentlemen  was  held 
in  Filrig  School  Boom,  who  proposed  building  improved 
workmen's  houses  in  that  neighbourhood.  They  inspected 
the  ground,  and  were  much  pleased  with  the  locality,  Leith 
Walk  containing  upwards  of  twenty  establishments  employ- 
ing about  a  thousand  workmen  who  could  not  find  proper 
house  accommodation  in  the  vicinity.  An  i  k  ;l  \v;is  enter- 
tained that  that  nei^dibourhood  may  become  tiie  chief  manu- 
facturing district  of  EdinburL'h. 

A  public  meeting  of  the  friends  of  National  Education 
was  held  in  the  Music  Hall,  9th  April,  1^50^  with  the  view 
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I)}'  foi'iniiiL^  nn  assnciati'iii  for  supjwn't  aiul  pn^sccution  of 
a  X:Uioii:il  System  dt'  I'.iliicMtinn  (Hi  tlio  basis  of  the  ^^alli- 
frsto  i>sur(l  ill  I'MiiiKiiiiih  a  lew  weeks  l>cfore,  Adam 
liluck,  Ksij.,  laic  Lord  I'rovost,  wns  called  to  tlie  eliair. 
The  intH  tiiiif  adt.pted  the  ideiuical  terms  of  the  Maiiifesito, 
as  the  principal  ]>art  of  their  resolutions,  and  as  affording 
the  best  basis  for  practical  legislation  on  the  subject  of  Na- 
tional Kducation  in  Scotland,  and  agreed  to  form  an  asso> 
ciatitm  for  usin^  all  j  t«»per  means  to  .  practical  effect  to 
the  objects  contem]>lnted.  The  said  association  to  be  called 
**TIii'  Xatiiinrd  IMu  -atiiui  A>>o>  i.itii>n  of  Scijtland.'' 

1  i;e  t  iitr;i!ice  at  U;niri>t(>n  to  the  ]>ul  lie  walk,  the  Mea- 
<liu\  v.  formerlv  called  llMpe  l*ark,  had  lotii;  h(<en  of  a  shahhv 
desci ij  t imi,  witii  'a^kmIvii  stahes  (h'i\en  in  to  jireveiit  vehicdes 
]ias'iiii:,  hilt  t  .\  i>  ( le«;ant  pillars  were  imw  erected,  and  on 
l8th  Aprily  th.--i'  were  Miriii'ainted  l-y  two  wvy  hand" 
some  «itnti!cs,  not  of  human  bein*^,  but  of  tliat  singular  quad- 
ruped, tlu^  actual  existence  of  which  has  sometimes  been 
disj)uted — the  Uxicoisx.  This  beautiful  animal  forms  a 
portion  of  the  national  arms  of  Scotland.  The  statues 
are  a1»out  six  fret  in  1km  . ht,  Avitb  the  motto  "Nemo  me 
imj'Uiu-  hi':'e>^«'t  iiiscrihed  on  tiic  *'Ik-  sid(\  and  ''Nisi  I)o- 
numi>  Iru^tra  "  on  the  (»ihcr.  Thej  were  i>culptured  bj 
Mr.  Thin  1\  side  IJit(dne. 

Ai  l:d->  period  Donaldson's  Hos]iit;i],  near  Murray  field, 
about  oil'-  mile  west  from  Kdlnhnri^h,  was  finished.  It  is 
indeed  a  ]hilaee  for  poverty,  witli  i^>^  splendid  gilded  towcr«» 
It  took  seven  years  to  build,  and  the  cost  has  been  aboot 
£100,000. 

On  22d  May,  1850,  a  public  meeting  was  held  in  the 
Music  Hall,  for  improvement  of  the  lower  classes  and  the 
su]>prcssion  of  iiitem|K»raiice, — Lord  Belhaven  in  the  chair. 

Several  pow  erful  spee<  lies  wcie  delix  erod,  and  a  national 
assneiation  jormed,  lia\ inij  these  uhjcets  in  \  iew.  At 
the  same  time  tiu're  a])peared  in  the  \\'i/iirs.'<  newsj>apor,  a 
felicitous  and  graphic  sketch  of  the  state  of  the  Old  town 
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from  ibe  pen  of  one  of  the  ablest  writets  of  tlie  day,  wluch 
18  well  worth  pxeeemng-^ai  iHmtrating  the  manneis  of  the 

people  at  this  period,  and  thfowing  light  on  the  qaeotkHH  of 

Sabbath  traffic.    It  was  entitled: 

^  SABBATH  SYENTIfe  WAL«  VROM  TRB  OAflTLB  TO  HOLTROOl). 

Few  of  our  town  readers,  we  presume,  are  familiar  with 
the  Sabbath  aspect  of  our  city.  They  leave  home  only  at 
those  hours  when  the  streets  are  thronged  with  chwdi-goen^ 
and  their  eveningiB  are  spent  in  the  eiide  of  their  own  fam- 
ilies. No  scene  of  disapatton  or  of  Sabbath  traffic  dia- 
tubs  the  qniet  of  thehr  own  neighbourhood;  and  they  accept 
this  as  a  fiar  sample  of  the  state  of  matten  all  over  the  dty. 
It  is  to  nndeoelve  sndi  that  we  now  write.  Will  they  be- 
lieve it,  there  are  regions  of  our  city  which  enjoy  no  Sab- 
bath? We  resolved  hist  Sabbath  evening  to  see  the  state 
of  matters  with  our  own  ey^s;  and  we  now  beg  to  state 
what  fell  under  our  ob??crvatioii  in  our  walk  from  the  Castle 
Hill  to  the  Palace  of  Holyrood.  We  walked  up  to  the  gray 
rampart,  on  which  floated  the  broad  banner  of  England, 
and  found  a  crowd  of  youngsters  at  the  gate,  with  a  stream 
of  viators  flowing  in  at  the  rate  of  aboot  a  doaen  eveiy  six 
minates.  On  the  esplanade  were  groopes  of  idlen^  with 
here  and  there  parties  of  boys  playing  at  marUes,  or  pitch 
and  torn.  Proceeding  down  the  Castle  Hill,  the  fifst  shop . 
we  came  to  on  the  right  was  a  spirit^hop,  and  it  was  open. 
On  tlie  left  was  a  wretched  vault,  sunk  deep  below  the  level 
of  the  street,  with  the  door  wide  open;  and  full  in  the  view 
of  any  youn^8t»>r  who  might  chance  to  pass,  there  was  set 
at  the  bottom  ot  tiie  stair  a  table,  on  wliich  were  arranged  a 
few  oranges  and  confectionaries.  This  device  we  found 
repeated  again  and  again  during  the  nonrse  of  our  walk. 
The  next  open  shop  on  the  right  was  a  grooec's.  Here  was 
a  dear  contravention  of  the  law*  Nor  was  this  a  solitaiy 
case.  There  were  a  goodly  sprinkling  of  snch  shops  along 
the  line  of  our  walk.  Next  door  to  the  shop  wo  have  jnst 
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indicated  was  a  tavern, — open,  and  apparently  well-fre- 
qaented.  But  we  cannot,  and  need  not,  particularize.  The 
whole  street  down  to  Victoria  Hall  was  thickly  studded  witli 
open  $ho(>s,  being  mostly  those  of  spiiit-dealers.  Such  as 
we  interrogated  confessed,  after  a  little  hesitation,  that  they 
did  at  least  as  mucli  business  on  a  Sabbath  eveninjj  as  on  that 
ol' ;i  w  t'tjk-(l;iy.  From  N'ictoria  Hall  onward  to  the  Bridges, 
tlu-  stivot  was  coin[iarativi'ly  cK'ar  of  tliis  abomination.  We 
roooiloct  one  shop  in  that  roi^ion  of  tlie  street  ke|>t  open  ap- 
j)areni]v  tVom  motives  of  j)hilanthr« Tliere  was  not  a 
customer  near  its  door,  and  a  feehle  hght  was  burning  inside. 
We  entered,  and  found  a  little  old  man,  with  a  sour  biting 
visage,  sitting  pent  up  in  a  dark  corner.  He  made  not  the 
least  effort,  as  the  others  generally  did,  on  our  entering,  to 
get  ix'udy  the  apparatus  proper  to  such  places.  '  You  don*t 
seem  to  be  doing  much,  fi'iend,*  said  we.  *  Nothing  at  all/ 
W51S  the  rej^ly .  '  You  don't  always  do  as  little  I '  we  inquired. 
*  Always,  always.  It  won't  pay  the  cjas.*  We  suggested 
that  the  eoiiiiii\;n-sen>e  plan  was  to  extiniruisli  the  pis,  lock 
the  duur,  ajid  ^'^o  home;  hut  he  ihd  not  apj>ear  to  look  with 
mneh  I'avoiir  upon  our  ad\  iee,  hut  kejit  on  burning  gas,  at  a 
deavl  h>ss,  aeeunnng  t»»  his  own  sliowiug,  for  the  special  be- 
hoof of  the  wavfarer  I  d  !l  ss. 

"  From  the  Tron  Clnireh  downwanls  we  lost  all  trace  of 
the  Sabbath  evening.  Spirit-shops,  eating-houses,  and  pro- 
vision-stores blazed  on  every  side,  while  the  pavement  was 
crowded  with  i<llers  and  tipplei*s.  That  part  of  the  street 
extending  from  the  Tron  Church  to  Moray  House  we  found 
decidedly  the  worst  part  of  the  whole  line.  The  business 
done  at  these  houses  dnrinj;  the  course  of  the  e\  enintr  must 
be  innnense,  and,  judi:iMg  tVom  wiiat  wc  saw,  far  beyond 
that  ot  an  onhnary  evcnintr.  A\'e  watched  for  about  five 
minutrs  tiie  door  of  one  ta\t.'rn,  whicli  did  not  seem  to  be 
more  idghly  favound  as  regards  visitors  than  its  neighbours, 
and  in  that  space  of  time  upwards  of  a  dozen  entered.  We 
are  persuaded  that  we  do  not  over-estimate  the  average 
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nnmbor  of  Tisiton  at  each  hoaae  in  this  part  of  ihe  street 
when  we  state  it  an  hundred  an  evening.  The  rooms  within 

were  crowded,  if  one  may  judge  from  the  noise  and  ceaseless 
tinkling  of  the  bell;  but  a  great  deal  ul"  businuss  was  done 
at  the  couiiti  r.  The  open  shop,  in  instances  not  a  few,  was 
literally  crowded,  while  "mine  host"  and  his  assia^iaiits 
toiled  at  the  work  of  drawing  corks  aiid  fiiiiag  glasses.  One 
fact  caused  us  peculiar  sensations.  The  house  of  our  great 
JKeformer,  which  is  occupied  as  a  tavern,  we  found  open: 
and  during  the  few  minutes  we  remained  near  its  door,  six 
haggard  qpectres, — ^fbr  they  appeared  more  like  spectres  than 
creatores  of  flesh  and  hlood, — passed  q%  and  disappeared  in 
the  interior.  One  tiling  we  remarked  with  pleasure, — that 
not  a  few  of  those  who  thus  outraged  the  national  religion 
and  manners  of  Scotland,  by  keeping  open  their  shops  on 
the  Day  of  rest,  bore  Irish  names,  as  a  reference  to  the  door- 
sign  showed,  and  not  a  few  of  their  customers  claimed  kin- 
dred with  them  in  point  of  race.  But  we  by  no  means  seek 
to  roll  over  this,  the  great  opprobrium  of  our  country,  upon 
others, — at  least  to  a  greater  degree  than  facts  warrant. 
There  is  no  denying  that  the  Scotch  have  fallen  to  a  fearful 
extent  under  the  dominion  of  drunkenness.  We  have  also 
to  state^  that  firom  the  short  conversations,  good'«atnred 
on  hoth  sides,  which  we  had  with  those  engaged  in  ibis  un- 
happy hnsiness  of  Sabbath  traffic,  almost  all  of  them  feel  in 
conscience  that  it  is  not  defensible,  and  would  shut  their 
shops  on  that  day,  provided  their  neiglibonrs  did  so;  and  we 
believe  also  that  no  strong  or  universal  opposition  may  be 
expected  fi  oni  this  class,  against  those  mea:>ures  in  contem- 
plation for  subduing  this  vice. 

"  From  ^[oray  i louse  down  to  the  Palace,  the  number  of 
open  shops  was  sensibly  diminished,  and  something  like 
Sabbath  decorum  and  quiet  began  again  to  pi'evail.  The 
places  open  were  mostly  provision  stores  and  dairies:  these 
latter,  however,  traded  in  various  articles  in  addition  to  that 
one  article  proper  to  a  dairy.  We  had  now  reached  Holy- 


Digitized  by  Googlc 


548 


HISTORY  OF  EDINBUKGH. 


rood;  find,  on  consulting  our  jottings,  found  that  the  num. 
total  of  places  open  for  Sabbath  traffic, — tlie  vast  majority 
of  which  were  dram-sliops  and  tavenis, — amounted  to 
KiuiiTY-TWO.    Here  are  eiglity-two  families  in  one  line  of 
street  involved  in  the  sin  of  Sabbath  trafiic,  and  that  the 
worst  kind  of  Sabbath  tratHc;  and,  by  the  facilities  and 
temptations  which  they  offer^  drawing  thomanda  into  the 
same  evil.    Is  it  not  time  to  rouse  ourselves  to  a  g^raat  ud 
combined  effort  to  pat  down  this  doable  iniquity  of  dranksD- 
ness  and  Sabbath  desecration  1  We  have  adverted  to  bat 
one  region  of  our  city, — that  personally  inspected  by  us; 
bat  we  have  now  lying  before  na  the  Babbadi  atatiBtica  of 
the  whole  of  Edinburgh,  and  it  contains  disclosures  of  a 
most  fctartling  kind.    How  many  spirit-shops,  do  our  leaders 
suppose,  were  open  in  Edinburgh  on  Sabbath  the  3d  day 
of  March,  1850,  between  the  hours  of  four  and  nine  o'clock 
afternoon?   Four  iirxDTiKD  and  thirteen!!    Here  are 
far  more  pubho-hou&es  open  in  the  evening  than  churehes 
in  the  morning, — ^far  more  public-houses  open  for  alluring 
and  destroying  youth,  than  Sabbath  schoob  for  training  and 
saving  them.   Numerous  as  we  accoant  oar  agencieafor 
good,  they  are  not  yet  neaily  abreast  of  oar  agendea  for  evil. 
This  impoflCB  a  two-fold  task,  which  let  us  strain  eveiy  nerve 
to  accomplish:  we  most  strive  to  diminish  the  latter  dass  of 
agencies,  and  increase  that  of  the  former.** 

The  same  author's  description  ot  I^iackfriars'  W^ud, 
which  appeared  soon  alter,  is  also  very  grapliic,  and  con- 
veys many  useful  recollections  connected  with  the  history 
of  Edinburgh: 

Of  all  the  ancient  closes  of  Edinbuigh|  Biackfrianf 
Wynd  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  imposing,  and  there 
are  none  of  the  others  which  iignre  ao  prominently  in  history* 
It  formed  for  five  hundred  yean  one  of  the  moat  aiiatocnlic 
dtatricta  of  the  capital.  Here  the  Earia  of  Morton  lifvd, 
and  the  princely  St.  Clak,  £ari  of  Oikney,  whoae  hidy  was 
wilted  apon  *  by  seventy-five  gentlewomen,  wheraof  fifty* 
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thne  wm  daughters  of  noblemen^  all  dolihed  in  Tdveto  and 

silks,  with  their  chains  of  gold.'  Here  ako  lived  the  Lords 
Home,  aad  the  proud  c  libisliop  Beaton;  and  here  in 
latter  days  resided  the  good  Laly  I>ovat;  and  here  one  of 
the  two  fashionable  Edinhurf^h  board iiiL';-*icliools  was  situated, 
—-the  duplicate  of  that  at  wiiich  the  mother  of  Sir  Walter 
Sootfc  was  taught  to  cortsey  and  play  on  the  spiniwt.* 
Here,  too,  stood  the  places  of  worsliip  of  the  two  extreme 
ecclesiastical  parties  in  Scotland,  which  at  the  BevolatMU 
the  EstaUisfainent  failed  to  include^— the  C^meronians  on 
the  one  hand^  and  the  Episcopalians  on  the  other.  It  was 
in  tlie  Episeopalian  Chapel  of  Blackfrian^  Wjnd  that  Dr. 
Johnson,  accompanied  by  Boswell,  attended  divine  serrioe 
dnring  his  visit  to  Edinbui^h.  Famous  even^  too,  have 
occurred  on  the  narrow  area  ol'  tiie  Wv'ud.  Here  it  was 
that  some  of  the  fiercest  fighting  ixcun  ed,  in  that  attair  be- 
tween  Ilaniilt  oii,  IjWl  of  Arran,  and  Douglas,  E&rl  of  Angus, 
whicli  was  long  after  known  as  'Cleanse  the  Causey;*  and 
here  the  poet  Bishop  of  Dunkeld,  Gawin  Douglas,  told  the 
Archbishop  of  Glasgow,  who  had  armed  himself  for  the  fray, 
and  set  his  armonr  a-ringing  by  striking  his  breast  in  ap- 
pealing to  heaven,  that  he  was  to  have  nothing  to  do  with 
ity — that  his  *  conscience  clattered;'  and  here,  in  the  succeed* 
ing  nign,  in  the  midst  of  a  fievee  meleef  the  Earl  of  fioth- 
well  stabbed  to  the  heart  Sir  William  Stnart;  and  here 
Mitchell  the  Covenanter  shot  at  ArchbiBhop  Sharp,  but, 
missing  his  aim,  merely  winged  the  Bishop  of  Orkney ;  and 
here,  in  a  much  later  age,  tlie  physical  force  Protestants  of 
the  Gordon  mobs  gutted  a  Popish  <  li;i]»el.  The  appearance 
of  the  place,  tliougli  decay  has  been  busy  during  tlie  last 
half  century,  and  barbarous  innovation  busier  still,  continues 
to  speak  of  a  venerable  antiquity  sorely  reduced;  and  it  still 
bears  al>out  it  the  marks  of  a  decent  religious  profession. 
Inscriptions  in  raised  letters  still  foeach  to  the  passenger  in 
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t}ie  Saxon  tongue  of  three  centuries  ago^  and  testify  thai 

*  ThB  FKUl.  OK  THE.  LORD.  U,  THE.  BEGTSKUfO.  OP. 

TI8D0HE.;'  or  confeaa  God,— <  Blissit.  nr.  all.  his  «if- 

TW/  or  testify  to  the  piety  of  the  original  foandere— '  In. 
THE.  LOBD.  18.  MY.  HOPE.;*  while  in  the  interior  of  tlie 
houses,  pannelled  walls,  and  occasionally  a  carved  cluiiint  y 
or  marble  hearth,  show,  amid  squalor  and  tilth,  tliat  when 
the  inhabitants  thought  more  of  the  future  life  than  they  do 
HOW,  they  enjoyed  more  of  the  good  things  of  the  present. 
It  does  seem  strange,  when  one  tliiiiks  of  it,  how  entirely  the 
localities  of  the  dangerous  classes  have  changed  in  Scotland 
during  the  last  century.  It  is  only  a  hundred  and  five  yeara 
since  Edinburgh  was  captured  by  the  rebel  Highlanders^*^ 
fighting  men  reared  in  the  wilds  of  Badenoch  and  Loehaber, 
whoy  as  shown  in  tlie  outbursts  of  1715  and  1745,  could  con- 
vulse a  kingdom  at  pleasure,  and  embroil  its  Goyemment; 
and  the  classes  which  formed  emphatically  the  ballast  of  the 
country  were  to  be  found  in  tlie  hearts  of  its  greater  cities, 
such  as  Edinburgli  and  Glasgow,  inhabiting  the  closely-piled 
dwellings  of  the  Saltnuu  ket.  or  the  tall  tenements  of  the 
Blackfriars'  Wynd.  All  has  since  changed.  Barbarism 
has  retreated  from  the  outer  skirts  of  the  country  to  the 
centres  in  which  civilization  first  began;  just  as  when  the 
moon  begins  to  wane^  those  parts  of  its  surface  first  beoome 
dark  that  in  its  increscent  state  first  catch  the  light  Such 
of  our  Highlanders  as  evictions  and  forced  emigration  have 
left  to  our  countiy,  rank  among  its  safest  and  most  trust- 
worthy people;  and  it  is  fixmi  the  inhabitants  of  our  Salt- 
markets  and  Blackfriars*  Wynds  that  it  is  now  in  danger.** 


1800      George  Cranstoun,  Lord  Corehouse,  was  a  branch 
of  the  noble  Scottish  family  of  Cranstoun.  He 
gan  with  a  mihtaiy  education,  but  ended  with  a  legal  one. 
He  passed  Advocate  in  1793,  and  became  Dean  of  Faculty 
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in  1925.  Oranstoun  was  appcunted  to  the  jadidal  bench  in 
182  where  he  became  as  he  has  wilh  grapliic  description 
been  called,  the  marble-ftced  senatorial  Cianstoim."  He 
had  a  great  knowledge  of  law,  and  as  a  oonnsel  stood  very- 
high.  It  was  alleged  that  the  composition  of  his  character 
was  more  artificial  than  natural.  He  wrote  a  clever  jeu 
d'eyritj  called  *  The  Diaiuoiid  ra  t  tle  case/  being  a  playful 
iniitatiun  of  the  style  of  the  Scottish  judges  of  the  day. 
Sir  Walter  Scott  and  he  were  fellow  pupils  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Edinburgh  in  1788,  and  were  intimate  friends 
for  life.  Lord  Corehouse  retired  firom  the  bench  in  1839} 
and  died  26th  Jnne^  1850. 

The  Lord  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Ooandl,  on  1st  July, 
1850,  conferred  the  freedom  of  the  city  on  General  Visooant 

Lord  Gough,  for  his  eminent  military  services  in  India. 
The  Lord  Provost  delivered  the  burgess  ticket  in  a  case 
of  crimson  velvet,  with  a  neat  atldress  to  the  veteran  w^arrior, 
to  wliich  Lord  Gough  re}jlied;  Although  this  is  the  first 
time  that  I  have  visited  the  capital  of  Scotland,  I  have  some 
claim  on  Scotland  in  many  instances.  It  must  be  endeared 
to  me  from  the  remembrance  that  mj  earliest  aBBoriates 
were  Scotchmen*  I  commenced  my  military  career^ — that 
isy  the  active  party — ^in  a  Scotch  regimen^  as  lieatenant 
in  the  78th  or  Roes-shire  bnffii  at  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope. 
I  had  the  good  Ibrtuie  to  have  served  under  a  Scotchman 
in  the  West  Indies,  who  will  be  long  well  remembered,  and 
his  memoiy  endeared  to  his  countrymen, — Sir  Ralph  Aber- 
cromhy.  I  have  served  at  a  later  p^iiud  in  tlie  i*eninsula 
under  Lynedoch,  Colville,  and  Brisbane, — all  your  distin- 
guished countrymen.  I  have  had  acconijjanying  ine,  and 
was  nobly  sustained  in  China  and  the  East  Indies  by  Sal- 
tonn,  I>ick,  and  Wallace.  And,  gentlemen,  were  I  to  go 
through  the  alphabet,  I  might  place  the  initials  of  men  with 
whom  I  have  been  associated,  and  belonging  to  Scotland, 
who  are  an  honour  to  their  conntiy,  and  nobly  supporting  it 
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in  eyerj  station  of  lite  as  soUiers  and  citbens.  It  is  there- 
fore  most  gratifying  to  iiave  such  an  lionoar  amfeaed  on 
me  tiiis  day.  Why  do  I  i-ecapitulate  these  glorious  associa- 
tions with  your  annals? — it  b  to  prove  1k>w  justly  I  should 
estimate, — and  I  assure  you  how  justly  I  do  estimate  pei^ 
mittmg  me  to  become  a  burgess  of  this  great  city.  The 
Lord  Provost  has  verv  i'uWy  and  kindly^  and  most  flattef^ 
ingly,  entered  into  a  detail  of  my  services.  In  all  of  these 
services,  let  me  say  that  Scotchmen,  the  name  of  Scotland, 
and  the  deeds  of  Scotland,  are  to  be  distinctly  seen.  Upon 
a  recent  occasion  wlieii  lier  Majesty  was  graciously  pleased 
to  }>lace  me  in  the  position  I  now  hold,  I  was  associated 
with  one  boni  in  this  neigh bourhood,  one  who  will  long 
be  remembered  for  his  deeds  and  services  to  the  empire 
>— I  allude  to  the  Marquis  of  Daihousie.  What  has  been 
the  result  of  the  wise  counsel,  the  foresight,  and  exertions  of 
that  great  mant  My  Lord  Provost,  the  soljeet  can  be 
comprehended  in  a  few  words, — I  trust,  and  I  sinccieljr 
hope,  tlie  permanent  peace  of  India.  As  your  Lordship  hae 
justly  remarked,  no  class  of  men  are  more  interested  in 
peace  than  the  soldiers,  who  meet  tlie  difticulties,  the  dan- 
gers, tlie  ])iivations,  and  the  miseries  ot  war.  But,  my  Lord 
and  gentlemen,  not  only  has  peace  been  acquired  under  tlie 
auspices  of  that  nobleman,  but  the  result  has  been  the  ac- 
quisition of  the  richest  territory  in  India,  added  to  our  great 
possessions  in  that  miglity  hemisphere.  These  are  the  le* 
suits  of  the  operations,  the  services  and  conduct  of  the  army 
in  India,  a  great  portion  of  which — ^I  allude  to  the  British 
portion,  belong  to  Scotland.  I  anived  in  this  most  in- 
teresting capiud  with  anticipations  certainly  raj  high. 
They  have  been  more  than  realised,  because  I  now  donUy 
feel  connected  interestingly  with  Scotland  and  with  Edin- 
burgh. I  feel  tliat  you  uiuy  well  be  proud  of  this  very 
beautiful  city  and  town,  and  tlint  there  are  lew  circum- 
stances in  a  long  career,  or  few  objects  that  have  more 
arrested  my  attention,  than  that  beautiful  wemonal  of 
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SootUuid  that  adorns  jour  cily,— a  moimment  raised  to  a 
man  endeared  to  civiibed  Europe^  and  wlio  baa  done  sa 
moch  honour  to  SooUand — ^need  I  name  Sir  Walter  Scott." 

The  Honse  of  Commons  on  let  July,  1850,  voted  £10^000 
towards  the  erection  of  a  National  Gallery  in  Edinburgh. 
Opposition  was  offered  to  tlie  grant  as  lonuing  a  bad  prece- 
dent)  it  being  contended  that  P2dinburgh  had  no  greater 
claim  for  this  than  a  provincial  town,  but  the  government 
very  properly  maintained  tliat  London,  Edinburgh,  and 
Duhlin,  as  the  ancient  capitals  of  the  respective  idngdoms, 
were  entitled  to  a  distinction,  and  that  there  was  a  national 
fooling  in  regard  to  them.  This  new  building  is  to  be 
erected  on  the  Earthen  Moand^  the  western  division  of  it  to 
be  apinopriated  for  a  National  Gallery^  and  the  eastern  for 
the  lioyal  Scottish  Academy. 

A  great  iroproTement  was  also  aft  this  time  accomplished 
in  front  of  the  Register  House,  by  the  throwing  back  of  the 
screen  wall  to  a  line  witli  the  Prince's  Street  houses,  and 
widening  the  thoinughfure  at  tli-::  (Mitrnnco  to  Leith  Street, 
— a  place  fornierly  wvy  dangerous  tor  accidents.  These 
changes  leave  a  beautiful  broad  pavement  in  froat  of  the 
Begiflter  House. 

Great  anxiety  was  felt  in  Edinbni^  regarding  Sir  Robert 
Peel.  Intelligence  of  his  death  was  telegraphed  to  this  city^ 
dd  Jaly>  185(k  This  distingoislied  statesman,  to  whom  the 
oonntiy  was  so  moch  indebted,  died  on  the  previous  day,  tbo 
resolt  of  a  foil  firom  his  horse. 

The  British  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science, 
which  bad  not  met  in  Edinburgh  since  1834,  again  held  its 
annual  meeting  in  the  city,  commencing  31sL  July,  lt>^>U,— 
Sir  David  Brewster  being  in  the  chair  as  President;  Class 
rooms  at  the  University  were  appropriated  to  the  various 
fiectiuns  for  their  meetings. 

During  this  session  of  the  Association,  Geology  seemed  to 
he  the  most  popular  and  attractive  of  the  sc*iences.  Various 
geological  parties  in  and  around  the  city  took  place.  Om 
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of  these  began  their  rambles  on  the  Calton  HOI.  They 
were  headed  by  Sir  Koderick  Mnrchuon.  Mr.  Mackrea 
conducted  the  paity,  and  suocessivcly  described  the  geolo- 
gical features  of  the  hill.    He  stated  that  ihe  western 

part  of  the  hill  consisted  of  porphyry  and  traptuff;  and 
the  eastciii  oi'  luiinuruus  alternations  of  sandstone,  wacke, 
liitiuuinous  shale,  and  clay  ironstune.  The  portion  of 
sub-nianne  rocks  opposite  the  second  flight  of  stairs  from 
Waterloo  Place  he  described  as  analogous  to  the  fragments 
that  issue  from  Vesuvius  and  Graham's  Island^  or  rather  as 
re-arranged  under  water. 

An  explanation  was  given  of  the  alternation  of  porphj- 
ritic  strata  with  beds  of  traptufT,  aa  shown  in  the  many  sec- 
tions afforded  by  the  walks.  These  alternations  are  at  least 
four,  and  the  distinction  between  the  compact  por])]i}  ry  and 
the  rubbishy  constitution  of  the  tuff  is  veiy  conspicuous. 
The  latter,  it  may  be  explained,  is  a  volcanic  product,  com- 
posed of  sand,  oihes,  and  fragments  of  rock,  which  have  been 
poured  in  layers,  fluid  from  the  presence  of  water,  over  the 
side  of  the  mountain.  By  most  people  those  in  the  chlf 
ironting  Bridewell  would  be  mistaken  for  beds  of  sandstone. 
A  vein  of  greenstone  crossing  through  the  beds  composing 
the  hill  was  pointed  out  and  carefully  exandned  by  all  pf^ 
sent. 

Near  Greenside  Church  they  came  upon  a  mass  of  stra- 
tified traptuff  lying  in  an  inclined  position;  and,  re-ascend* 

iug  that  steep  road,  they  came  to  a  mass  of  smooth  polished 
rock,  by  the  side  of  the  ])ath,  which  is  used  by  children  in 
sliding.  Sir  Roderick  Murchison  stated  that  there  were 
many  examples  of  tliat  species  of  rock  in  this  neighbourhood, 
presenting  an  undulating  smooth  surface;  and  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  British  Association  in  Edinburgh,  in  1834^ 
he  had  a  stout  contest  with  Agassiz  and  Dr.  Bnckland,  who 
saw  in  them  nothing  but  the  action  of  glacien^  although 
Professor  Forbes  had  stated  that  he  did  not  think  any  rodES 
around  Edinburgh  were  polished  by  terrestrial  glaciers^ 
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Upon  the  oGcaaon  be  referred  to^  he  ^ted  Gofstorphme 
Hill  with  the  eminent  persons  named,  when  a  snrfiwe  was 
pointed  cot  magnificently  grooved,  which  the  Dean  of  West* 
minster  immediately  declared  conld  only  have  been  smoothed 

and  polished  by  ice.  Some  workmen  ha\di)g  been  engafred 
at  a  quarry  near,  he  saw,  from  tlie  surface  which  they  liad 
exposed,  different  undulations  and  grooves,  which  had  no- 
thing more  to  do  with  glacial  action  tlian  Pluto. — Mr.  Mac- 
laren  said  he  had  been  informed  by  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Society,  that  when  the  piece  of  rock  under  consideration 
was  laid  bare  about  1816y  it  was  not  only  poli»hed  but 
scratched. — Mr.  Chambefs  expressed  his  conviction  that  the 
rock  was  not  gladaUj  smooth;  and  pointed  out  a  fiagmeot 
in  the  immediate  neii^bonrhood  which,  Uiongh  not  so  smooibf 
eihibited  stronger  evidence  <^  gladal  action. 

The  singular  phenomenon  of  ^crag  and  taill'  was  next 
explained  by  Mr.  Maclaren.  He  showed  that  while  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  hill  there  was  a  great  ma^s  of  soil,  the 
west  was  laid  bare  at  eveiy  part^  thus  giving  rise  to  the  pe> 
culiar  plienomenon. 

In  passing  towards  Arthur  Seat,  the  party  visited  a  re- 
markable piece  of  rock  surface,  lately  exposed  at  the  St. 
Margaret's  Railway  Works,  being  at  the  north  base  of  the 
hill.  This  afforded  a  fine  illustration  of  the  paper  on  the 
Glacial  Phenomena  of  £dinbui|^|  by  Mr«  Chambers.  A 
prqecting  mass  of  rock,  measuring  about  twen^  feet  each 
wajy  has  visibly  been  smoothed  down  into  a  rounded  fiami 
with  deep  groovings,  and  a  vast  number  of  scratches  or 
strisp,  all  of  which  ran  in  nearly  one  direction,  namely,  be- 
tween a  point  to  the  south  of  west  and  one  to  the  north  of 
east.  The  excellent  preservation  of  this  surface  has  been 
owing  to  tlie  protective  covering  of  a  bed  of  boulder  clay 
lying  immediately  above  it.  Martine  of  Paris,  who  has 
Studied  glacial  action  in  Switzerland  and  Scandinavia,  pro- 
nounced it  to  be  an  admirable  example  of  the  rocks  over 
which  ice  had  anciently  passed.  Mr.  Chamben  stated  that^ 
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precisely  similar  rock-surfaces  had  been  exposed  on  tbe 
south  front  of  the  hill,  when  the  8Uj>erficial  matter  watvo- 
iDOved  for  tho  forming  of  the  Queen's  Driv<e«  He  dievr  at- 
tention to  the  striking  fact  that  the  grooves  and  stnts  wera 
all  in  the  same  direction  as  the  hill  of  the  Old  Town  of  Sd* 
inburgh,  the  groovings  on  Corstorphine  HDI,  and  the  many- 
ridges  and  hollows  which  vary  the  soriace  of  the  Lotfaianfiy 
leading  to  the  conclusion  that  ice,  in  some  form  and  circom* 
stances,  thou«!;h  it  might  be  difficult  to  say  what  these  were, 
had  passed  in  deej)  volume  through  the  valley  of  the  Frith 
of  Forth.  The  company  was  finally  called  to  examine  the 
rounded  boulders  which  liad  been  taken  out  of  the  super- 
ficial  clay,  many  of  which  had  flattish  sides  striated  in  the 
l^irection  of  their  length,  as  had  been  described  of  imaUer 
blocks  on  the  preceding  day  by  Mr.  Hugh  MiUer. 

The  magnificence  of  the  panoramic  landscape  eidted  the 
admiration  of  the  party,  especially  as  the  son  ww  shone 
forth  in  all  his  ^lendour,  enabling  it  to  be  seen  to  the 
greatest  advantage. 

The  party  having  arrived  in  tlie  Queen's  Park,  took  up  a 
position  exactly  opposite  St.  Anthony's  Chapel.  Mr.  Mac- 
laron  then  described  the  hnwv  portion  of  Arthur's  Seat  as 
consisting  chiefly  of  sandstone,  and  the  upper  entirely  of 
trap  or  wliinstone.  The  whole  configuration  of  the  hill  was 
owing  to  the  inequality  of  the  hardness  of  the  rocks,  and  no 
doubt  tlie  hollow  of  the  valley  had  once  been  filled  up  by 
sandstone,  but  having  been  mixed  with  sbaJe,  and  piobaUjr 
shaken  and  fractured  by  the  upheaving  of  the  trap-beds^  it 
had  been  swept  away  bj  the  action  of  the  sea*  Tbe 
sandstone  and  shale  were  now  scarcely  visible,  being  covered 
by  beds  of  greenstone  fionning  tlte  precipice,  belnnd  which, 
is  a  hard  mass  of  sandstone  and  shale,  capable  of  growing 
whins  or  furze.  The  quaiTj'  on  the  hill  consisted  of  sand* 
stnM(>.  Two  beds  of  greenstone  form  St.  Anthony's  ridge 
and  the  Hunter's  Bog  ridge,  so  that  the  general  structure  ot 
tiie  hill  was  simply  this,-«that  wherever  there  is  a  prominent 
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ridge,  trap  troold  be  fimnd  of  a  haid  and  dofable  quality ;  and 
wherever  there  were  hollowB)  tbej  oontisted  of  tnidelone  or 

shule,  or  of  traptuflf.  The  summit  of  the  hill  is  composed  of 
a  blue  compact  basalt,  which  had  lunied  red  at  the  top  froui 
the  u.xvdizatiun  of  the  iron.  It  actod  like  a  plug  closing  an 
orifice  through  which  large  bodies  had  issued;  and  it  was 
rather  a  singular  fact,  that  high  up  the  hill  above  St.  An- 
thony's Ciiapel  were  found  greenttone  blocks  belonging  to 
the  greenstone  of  the  opposite  crags,  which  led  to  tho  ooo- 
eloBMui  that  the  Tallcj  had  not  bmi  hollowed  out  at  the 
liaie  of  their  tiamport.  Sir  R.  Mmcfaiion  eaid;  that  the 
phenomena  could  not  he  explained  aocofding  to  the  prewnt 
eonfigimtion  of  the  landy  but  foots  stated  formed  the 
best  argument  for  the  posterior  eleratioii  of  Arthui's  Seal. 
If  Arthur's  Seat  were  a  recent  basaltic  eruption,  it  must 
have  been  accompauied  with  an  extraoi dinar}-  dislocation  of 
the  connecting  land,  in  which  the  harder  lumps  would  be 
left,  and  the  softer  parts  earned  away*,  but  exi^tini;  causes 
might  act  for  a  thousatid  millions  of  years,  and  yet  never 
produce  a  single  groove  in  the  valley,  for  there  was  no  water 
to  make  tfaem.<— Mr.  Ntool  stated  that  in  the  middle  of  the 
last  centniy  a  water-spout  burst  over  the  hill,  and  dividing 
its  ibrae^  one-half  took  the  direction  of  Dndding^ton,  and 
did  some  damage  to  proper^,  and  the  other  was  discharged 
upon  the  western  side^  and  tore  up  a  channel  that  was  stiU 
risible. 

The  next  phenomena  described  were  the  crag  at  St  An* 

thongs  chapel,  and  the  disturbed  masses  of  basalt  below  and 
around  it.  ^fr.  Maclaren  stated  his  opinion  that  the  hill  at 
St.  Anthony's  Chapel  wns  a  subsidence  from  the  precipice 
behind;  and  thnt  tlie  '  kuowi;  '  below  it,  projecting  ii»to  the 
Queen's  Park,  had  been  an  integral  portion  of  the  Bog 
Crag  stretching  along  the  valley.  Some  discussion  took 
place  about  the  mass  of  polished  rock  in  the  valley,  which 
is  seriated  obliquely,  and  was  belioTed  to  have  been  occa- 
sioned by  the  fiktion  of  the  older  foclu.  Another  hh>ek| 
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onci'  a  portion  of  Salisimry  C'rn<;s,  was  pointed  uut  on  tlic 
nurih-we'st  >i<lo  of  Arthur's  .S^at,  in  a  position  at  leiist  tifty 
ti't't  ahovc  the  paternal  mass.  Tho  ascent  to  the  summit 
ot  Arthur'^  Seat  \n  as  accomplished  in  safety,  and  at  each 
successive  elevation  tlie  deepest  admiration  was  expressed  at 
the  ma<;iuficent  extent  of  scenery  within  the  view.  The 
extensive  prospect  from  the  summit,  embracing  the  high- 
piled  and  (Iin«ry  outline  of  <  Auld  Reekie,'  the  fair  and  fertile 
country  stretching  south  and  westwards,  and  the  noble  es- 
tuary of  the  Forth^  with  its  islands  reposintj;  in  tranquil 
In-aiity,  exeited  in  turn  a  tribute  ot  uduurutiun  Iroui  the  did- 
tinguiished  stranL;er>. 

^fr.  "Machireii  i^ave  a  <ieneral  description  of  th^^  ir>  ul<»gy 
of  the  hill,  llis  tlieorv  of  Ai  thur's  Seat  was, — tl;at  it  was 
the  crator  of  a  sub-marine  volcano, — that  the  bed  ot  green- 
stone and  jK)rp1iyry  they  had  passed  in  the  ascent  had  ex- 
isted beibre  the  eruption, — that,  after  the  outburst,  the 
ti*aptuff  was  thrown  up,  and  completely  surrounded  the 
crater,  the  blocks  being  generally  angular,  proving  they 
liad  not  been  brought  from  a  distance.  There  were  three  or 
four  dilierent  basalts  or  greenstone  on  the  north-east  part 
of  the  hill,  and  there  weiv  probably  seven  or  eight  beds 
])iaeed  anunul  its  apex;  and  the  i'aet  that  so  many  of  the 
<Htfei"ent  rocks  weri'  ii^neous,  was  a  presumption  that  tliev 
had  issued  from  the  crater.  The  |uvsumpti(in  also  was,  that 
wht'ii  the  ajK'x  wa.s  t!>e  crater  of  tlie  volcano,  the  materials 
whicli  firim  il  the  t rapt utt  were  evoi veil  and  di>|)Osed  around 
it, — that  afterwards  the  greenstone  on  the  south-east  slope 
was  thro\Mi  out  in  the  shape  of  lava,  \\liich  subsequently 
blocked  up  the  oriHce,  when  the  action  of  the  sea  for  ages 
washed  away  the  more  prominent  parts,  and  left  the  hill  in 
its  present  form. 

The  party  next  descended  to  the  Queen's  Drive  by  Dnn- 
sapie  Loch,  where  an  immense  number  of  blocks  were  seen 
near  the  road,  belon-i  „;  to  the  hill  above,  where  therein 
no  precipice,  and  which  must  hu\e  been  detached  by  some 
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poweifiil  agency.  The  side  of  the  hill  laid  opefD^  as  if  in  a 
seclioni  bjr  the  Queen's  DriTe,  afibrded  ample  materials  ibr 
tlie  examinatton  of  the  par^;  and  Sir  Boderick  Murchison 
ezpiessed  a  desire  to  have  a  section  made  of  the  side  of  the 
hill  as  it  was  thus  exposed.  Near  the  portion  of  the  Drive 
at  Sampson's  Bibs  a  polished  suHace  of  rock  built  in  the 
wall  wii^  exainiiietl.  It  was  deeply  striated,  as  if  by  some 
ineclmnical  action;  and  the  phenomenon  excited  consider- 
able discussion. 

Salisbury  Crags  next  occupied  the  attention  of  the  party. 
It  is  a  greenstone  of  the  ordinary  composition,  resting  upon 
sandstone,  and  forming  a  bold  fine  precipice.  The  rock 
seems  to  have  been  thrown  out  in  a  state  of  igneous  fusion 
at  a  very  high  temperature,  as  is  exhibited  by  the  colour  of 
the  sandstone  having  been  changed  from  white  to  brown. 
The  greenstone^  it  is  believed,  was  injected  in  a  state  of 
fusion  between  the  sedimentaiy  rocks  which  underlie  and 
cover  it. 

On  2d  August,  another  large  Geological  party  visited 
KaveLtone  and  Corstorphiue  iiill,  Mr.  Robert  Chambers 
acting  as  their  Cicerone. 

On  5th  Auifust,  a  public  dinner  of  tlie  Association  took 
place  at  the  Hopetoun  Rooms.  Upwards  of  two  hundred 
members  were  present, — Sir  David  Brewster  in  the  chair, 
supported  by  the  Duke  of  ArgyU,  the  Manjuis  of  Nor^ 
•thampton,  Sir  Roderick  Murchison,  and  Professor  Sedgwick. 

The  farewell  meeting  of  the  Associatifm  took  place  in  the 
Music  Hall,  on  7th  August,  when  Sir  David  Brewster  de- 
livered a  short  valedictoxy  address.  On  this  occasion  the 
Lord  Flrovost  introduced  General  Jung,  the  Nepaulese  Am- 
bassador, and  Prime  Minister  of  the  Bajah  of  Nepaul  to  the 
meeting.  His  highness  was  in  full  Oriental  costume,  his 
dress  glittering  with  diamonds,  emeralds,  and  other  precious 
stones.  He  glanced  with  a  quick  and  acute  eye  at  tlic  sin- 
gular Europea?!  scene  tluis  ])r<'sented  to  him,  so  very  diflftTent 
and  so  much  more  elevating  than  the  strifes  and  bloody 
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warfare  to  which  he  had  been  accustomed  in  his  natit'C 

conntry. 

Her  Royal  Highness,  the  Duchess  of  Kent,  mother  of  the 
reigning  Sovereign^  Queen  Yictoriay  arrived  in  Sdinbaigh^ 
9th  August,  1850.  According  to  her  own  wish  she  was  r»- 
cetved  privately,  and  drove  to  Bmfs  Hotel,  Queen  Street; 
on  the  11th,  Her  Royal  Highness  attended  poblic  wonhip 
at  St.  John's  Episcopal  Chapel,  Pruioe*S  Stmt,  going  and 
returning  quietly  on  foot. 

Considerable  interest  was  excited  in  Edinbur£rli,  by  the 
announcement  that  Qucon  Victoria  was  again  to  visit  the 
city,  and  spend  a  duv  or  two  there,  thonirh  not  in  state,  on 
her  way  to  her  Highland  home,  Balmoral  Castle.  A  num- 
ber of  citizens  proceeded  by  railway  to  Berwick  ^  29th 
August,  1850,  and  had  the  gratification  of  witnessing  her 
Majesty  ofen  the  new  gigantic  bridge  across  the  Tweed, 
connecting  £ngland  and  Scotland,  and  thus  oompletuig  **  the 
last  act  of  the  Union,''  which  was  the  appropriate  inseriptimi 
on  a  beautiful  triumphal  arch,  under  which  the  Soveteign 
passed* 

Again  to  illustrate  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  period 

we  hen?  narrate  a  number  of  the  interesting  details  regarding 
this  royal  visit  to  the  Scottish  capiuil,  and  the  first  abode 
of  her  Majesty  at  her  ancient  palace  of  Holyrood,  which 
had  not  been  inhabited  by  a  queen  regnant  since  1561, 
nearly  two  hundred  years  before,  when  her  predecessor, 
Queen  Mary,  arrived  from  France. 

During  the  whole  moming  of  29th  August,  the  utmost 
anxiety  and  enthusiasm  prevailed  amongst  all  elasaos  m 
Edinbni^h.  The  crowds  of  viritors  who  had  arrived  be- 
gan to  throng  the  streets  at  an  eariy  hour,  and  towards 
noon  the  dtiaens  also  began  to  move  towards  the  various 
places  irom  which  it  was  anticipated  that  ihe  most  favouf- 
ttble  view  might  be  had  of  her  Majesty.  At  one  o*clock  the 
militar}-  took  up  various  stations,  from  the  Palace  of  Holy- 
rood  to  the  temporary  station  erected  by  the  North  Briti&h 
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Railway  Company  at  Meadowbank, — a  line  of  nearly  half  a 
mile  in  extent;  and  crowds  gatliered  above  the  slopes  on 
either  side  of  the  road,  growing  rapidly  more  dense  as  the 
day  advanced.   The  preparations  made  for  the  reception  of 
her  Majesty  were  of  an  elegant  and  tasteM  description* 
The  character  of  the  Royal  visit  was  snch  as  to  diq»ense 
with  extensive  or  ostentations  display,  although  there  were 
not  wanting  eveiywhere  expressive  symbols  of  the  popular 
regard.   The  landing  platform  was  about  one  hundred  yards 
west  of  the  tunnel  below  the  Portobello  road,  and  on  the 
south  side  of  thu  railway.    It  was  iiincty-seveii  feet  in  length 
ami  ten  feet  broad,  and  was  euvticd  uith  crimson  cloth. 
Immediately  in  the  centre  was  tlie  vestibule  leading  to  the 
spacious  flight  of  steps  by  which  her  Majesty  was  conducted 
to  the  royal  carriage  in  waiting  on  the  Abbeyhill  Boad, 
close  by  Farsonagreen.   The  vestibule  was  roofed  by  an  ele- 
gant wooden  canopy,  finished  in  front  to  resemble  festoons 
of  drapeay.   The  royal  crown  surmounted  the  centre,  with 
the  letters  V.  A.  on  each  side.   The  neighbouring  slope 
was  fenced  by  light  frame-work,  and  decorated  with  heather; 
and  at  the  entrance  to  the  flight  of  steps,  on  each  side,  two 
elegant  pedestals  were  placed,  bearing  urns  filled  by  splendid 
exotics,  in  the  full  luxuriance  of  flower.    The  interior  of 
the  landing  gallery,  or  pavilion,  had  a  superb  and  tasteful 
appearance.    The  roof  was  finished  in  the  style  of  an  Ara- 
bian tent,  by  graceful  11  bt oons  of  white  and  pink  drapery. 
Between  each  column  the  pink  drapery  assumed  the  form 
of  an  Arabian  arch ;  and  the  pillars  themselves  were  finished 
with  pink,  fluted  white.    Tiie  steps  were  laid  with  crimson 
cloth  from  end  to  end;  but  the  carpet  placed  for  her  Majesty 
to  walk  from  the  railway  train  to  the  royal  carriage  was 
formed  of  the    Stuart  bunting  tartan.*'   The  pavilion  was 
open  at  the  sides,  and  was  separated  from  the  neighbouring 
green  slopes  by  a  neat  mstic  railing.   The  steps  were  lin«l 
on  each  side  between  the  pillars  by  a  snperb  collection  of 

exotic  plaatb  irom  the  conservatories  of  the  Duke  ui  Buc- 
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deuch  and  other  noblemen  and  gentlemen*  The  oM  gate- 
way clonng  npon  the  road  was  entirely  removed,  and  its 
place  filled  hy  a  splendid  crimson  curtain,  hang  with  much 
taste^  and  forming  an  appropnate  termination  to  the  beau- 
tiftil  vista  of  the  interior.  The  gateway  whence  the  Queen 
cmeri;oJ  to  the  royal  carriage  was  spanned  by  a  graceful 
arch,  Ji  ( (trated  with  bay  leaves,  and  dahlias  interspersed. 
It  was  ^urin  united  by  a  floral  crown,  with  an  anchor  sus- 
pended, and  displayed  on  each  side  the  initials  V.  A.  in 
flowers.  The  effect  of  the  whole  was  striking, — the  bright 
hoes  of  the  dahlias  presenting  a  pleasant  contrast  to  the 
sombre  green. 

Various  buildings  displayed  floral  emblems  and  derioea^ 
and  the  numerous  flags  which  waved  from  their  summits 
imparted  an  aspect  of  gaiety  to  the  whole.  The  most  pro- 
minent ohject  was  an  immense  crown  of  evergreens  and 
flowers  erected  near  the  line.  The  ordinary  engines  and 
trains  were  also  decorated  in  everj'  variety  of  style. 

Kuierging  from  tlie  landing  gallery,  the  first  object  that 
attracted  attention  was  the  tasteful  and  beatitiful  gallery 
erected  in  the  grounds  of  Pai*sonsgreen.  The  front  dis- 
played a  series  of  five  Homan  arches^  divided  in  the  centre 
by  a  projecting  arch,  bearing  a  handsome  entablature,  en- 
riched by  chaste  and  elegant  cornices  and  mouldings.  The 
columns  of  the  arches  were  wreathed  in  bay  ieaveS|  and  en- 
circled at  the  base  with  splendid  exotics.  Floral  stars 
adorned  the  pannelling,  with  the  exception  of  the  centre 
which  displayed  graceful  festoons  of  dahlias.  The  cornices 
and  other  })arts  of  the  entablature  were  enriched  with  paterae 
formed  of  a  single  dahlia;  and  between  each  arch  floral 
festoons  were  hung  with  exquisite  taste.  The  ornaments  on 
other  parts  of  the  gallery  were  of  the  same  rich  and  varietl 
character;  and  the  erection  l)eing  embosomed  amidst  the 
fine  old  trees  that  adorn  the  park^  the  effect  was  unique  and 
«triking. 

Along  the  whole  route  galleries  were  erected  at  eveiy 
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eligible  localitj  £or  tbe  acoommckdatioii  of  the  ^pectaton. 
They  were  in  general  plain  but  sabfttantial  stnictiifeSy  with- 
out ornaments.  Several  were  in  the  immediate  neighbonr- 
liood  of  the  Palace;  and  an  eztenaiTe  platfimn  erected,  under 
the  express  sanction  of  the  authoritiesy  on  the  slopiti  <:  <^r round 
which  borders  the  road  tlirouf^h  the  Queen  s  I'ai  k,  was 
estimated  to  contain  above  o,000  j)ersons,  and,  with  other 
galleriesj  whs  filled  long  before  the  hour  of  her  M^esty's  ar- 
rival by  respectable  pnrties. 

A  large  area  on  tlie  old  Abbeyhill  road,  fronting  the 
royal  landing-place,  was  secured  by  closing  the  thoroughfare 
from  the  Abbeyhill  on  the  one  side  and  the  Portobello  road 
on  the  other.  Near  the  watering-place  a  barrier  and  gallery 
were  erected  to  prevent  communication  fix>m  behind;  and  a 
simyar  erection  was  placed  across  the  Portobello  road,  oppo- 
site Panonsgreen  lodge.  The  area  thus  enclosed  was  occu- 
pied by  the  royal  carriages,  the  military  escort,  and  other 
parties. 

The  guard  of  honour  at  Meado\vli:ink,  consisting  of  one 
captain,  and  fifty  ineii  of  the  U.iii  ili<;hlandera,  with  a 
Quetjn's  colour,  and  the  band  of  the  13th  light  dragoons,  ar- 
rived on  the  ground  shortly  before  two  o'clock,  with  a  ca- 
valry escort  of  one  ofHccr  and  twenty  men  of  the  13th  light 
dragoons;  and  shortly  after,  a  party  of  about  fifty  of  the 
Boyal  Archers  arrived  to  act  as  a  body  guard. 

The  route  of  the  Boyal  party  through  the  Queen's  Park 
was  lined  on  both  sides^  from  the  railway  station  to  the 
Palace  Yard,  by  the  98d  Highlanders.  From  this  point 
the  Royal  ArtiUeiy  lined  the  way  to  the  front  of  the 
Palace,  where  the  High  Constables  of  Edinburgh  and  Oan- 
ongate  were  drawn  up  on  each  side  of  the  entrance.  The 
bands  of  the  93d  regiment  and  Royal  Archers,  with  a  })arty 
of  the  13th  dragoons,  occupied  the  yard  in  front  of  the 
Palace. 

No  access  was  allowed  to  the  Palace  Yard,  and  barricades 
were  erected  across  the  streets  leading  to  it^  to  prevent  any 
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approach.  At  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  Park,  near  Par- 
flonsgreen,  a  strong  barricade  was  raised  to  prevent  the  pres- 
sure of  the  crowd;  and  a  similar  erection  was  formed  near 
the  south-eastern  angle  of  the  Palace. 

The  time  of  her  Majesty's  expectud  arrival  was  generally 
known  in  the  citv;  and  Iroin  an  oarlv  hour  crowds  of  well 
dressed  parties  poured  in  a  continuous  stream  throuc»h  all 
the  different  avenues  leading  to  tlie  Queen's  Park.  Each 
moment  augmented  their  numbers;  and  in  a  short  time 
every  eminence  likely  to  command  a  view  of  the  royal  pro* 
gress  was  occupied.  The  great  extent  and  diversified  sar* 
face  of  the  Park,  forming  on  the  north  side  a  vast  natural 
amphitheatre,  was  of  ample  capacity  for  the  immense  con- 
course; and  the  gay  and  varied  colours  of  the  ladies*  dresses 
presented  a  striking  and  singular  contrast  to  the  more  som- 
bre shades  of  the  verdant  hill  side.  The  slopin  i^  ground 
along  the  road  througli  tlie  Park,  was  occupied  throughout 
its  whole  ext -nt.  This  road  is  here  formed  near  the  old 
"  Duke's  Walk,"  vvhicli  is  supposed  to  have  derived  its  name 
from  having  been  the  favourite  promenade  of  James  VIT., 
when  Duke  of  York,  during  his  residence  at  Holyrood.  It 
is  difficult  to  conceive  a  more  magnificent  avenue  to  the  old 
Palace  of  our  Kings.  The  morning  was  marked  by  brig!  it 
sunshine,  but  the  sky  became  dull  and  uncertain  in  the 
course  of  the  forenoon.  Notwithstanding  its  threatening 
aspect,  however,  at  about  two  o'clock  the  clouds  passed  off, 
and  the  sun  shone  brightly  out  from  a  blue  sky. 

The  Royal  Archers,  the  Queen's  Body  Guard  for  ScoU 
land,  had  arrived  at  the  royal  landing-place  shortly  before 
three  o'clock,  headed  by  the  Duke  of  Buccleucli,  on  horse- 
back, in  the  uniform  of  the  honourable  corps,  and  wearing 
the  blue  riband  of  the  Order  of  the  (  tarter.  Tlie  guard  <>f 
honour  of  the  93d  Higidanders  was  drawn  up  opposite  tlie 
gateway,  with  the  band  of  the  13th  light  dragoons  on  the 
right.  The  cavalry  escort  was  stationed  on  the  lel^  towards 
^e  entrance  to  the  Queen's  Park. 
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The  first  intimation  of  the  approach  of  her  Majesty  was 
the  arrival  of  the  special  train  from  Berwick  with  the  Direo- 
torsy  which  reached  Meadowbank  a  few  minates  befoie  five 
o'clock. 

The  royal  train  made  its  appearance  at  Meadowbank 

about  five  niiniitca  past  five  o'clock,  and  was  greeted  with  • 
loud  acclamations  by  tho  assembled  spectators  wlio  were  ac- 
coiniiuxlatcd  in  tlie  windowii  of  tiie  buiiciings  at  Meadowbank 
and  on  tlie  nciglibouring  eminences. 

Tiie  royal  engine  was  decorated  in  a  snperb  and  tasteful 
style.  It  displayed  in  front  a  semicircular  arch  of  wood, 
bearing  in  gilded  letters  the  inscription,  ''God  save  the 
Queen,"  and  having  a  magnificent  stag  sospended  irom  its 
centre.  This  arch,  with  another  behind,  was  snimoonted 
hj  a  large  and  splendid  royal  crown,  resting  on  a  heaiitifbl 
cushion  of  crimson  velvet  The  motto^  ''Long  live  the 
Royal  Family,"  was  displayed  on  one  side  of  an  elliptical 
iwchy  which  extended  longitudinally  along  the  en<,MMe,  hav- 
ing on  tlie  reverse  side,  Success  to  the  liritish  Kmpire." 
This  arc'li  was  surmounted  by  a  floral  crown,  having  a 
Scotch  thistle  on  each  side,  witli  the  initial  letters  "  V.  A." 
at  the  extremity.  Two  beautiful  stars  were  suspended  from 
the  centre  of  the  arch ;  and  by  the  tasteful  addition  of  shrubs 
and  eveigreens  a  pleasing  efi^  was  produced.  The  tender 
was  decorated  with  festoons  of  crimson  velvet,  with  yellow 
tassels,  displayed  on  framework,  and  interspersed  with 
flowers.  The  crown  and  decorations  were  the  workmanship 
of  the  men  in  the  eni])loyment  of  the  Company  at  St.  Mar> 
parpt*8  station,  and  reflected  great  credit  on  their  taste  and 
skill.  The  pilot  (?ngine  was  adorned  with  evergi*eens,  and 
displayed  in  front  a  floral  crown. 

There  were  waitijig  on  the  platform  to  receive  her  ^fa- 
jesty,  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch,  Lord-Lieutenant  of  the 
County  of  £dinbnrgli;  Major-General  Sir  James  Riddell, 
Commanding  the  forces  in  Sootlandi  and  a  brilliant  Staff; 
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also  Sheriff  Gordon;  and  a  nuntber  of  tlie  Directors  of 
the  North  British  Railway. 

Her  Majesty  and  Prince  Albert  occupied  a  splendid 
saloon  carriage,  in  which  were  tlie  Prince  of  Wales  and 
Fhnce  Al&ed.  Her  Majesty  was  attired  in  a  di-ess  of  deep 
mourning,  as  were  also  Prince  Albert  and  the  royal  children. 
The  Princess  Royal  and  the  Princess  Alice  travelled  in  a 
separate  carriage^  under  the  charge  of  the  Marchioness  of 
Douro.  Her  Majesty,  on  alighting  from  the  royal  carriage, 
was  reoeiTed  by  Sir  George  Grey.  The  Dake  of  Bucdench 
was  immediately  recognised  by  the  Qaeen,  who  shook  his 
Grace's  hand  most  cordially. 

Her  ^lajesty  having  bowed  her  acknowledgments  to  Mr. 
Lfearmonth,  Cliairman  of  the  Nortii  Britisli  Railway  Com- 
pany, ascended  with  Prince  Albert  the  fliMit  of  steps  lead- 
ing to  the  royal  carriage.    The  royal  party  were  greeted 
with  heaily  applause  by  the  distinguished  party  on  Mr. 
Mitchell  Innes's  platform,  among  whom  the  venerable  Rgiure 
of  the  Lord-J^ustice-General  Boyle  was  conspicnoos.  Prince 
Albert  sat  on  the  left  of  the  Queen,  and  thn  Prince  of  Wales 
and  Princess  Boyal  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  carriage.  A 
squadron  of  dragoons  closed  round  the  carriage,  which  wis 
also  guarded  on  either  side  by  the  Royal  Archen,  as  her 
Majesty's  Body  Guard.    Lord  Elcho,  now  Earl  of  Wemyss, 
walked  by  the  side  of  the  royal  carriage,  and  the  Duke  of 
Buccleuch  and  Major-General  Hiddell  rollowed  imnie<iiately 
behind  on  horseback.   The  second  carriage,  which  contained 
Prince  Alfred  and  the  Princess  Alice,  with  the  ^larchioness 
of  Douro  and  the  Hon.  Miss  Lennox,  was  followed  by  a 
third,  in  which  were  Sir  George  Grey  and  Sir  James 
Clark*  A  fourth  carriage,  with  some  other  attendants^ 
composed  the  procession,  which  was  closed  up  with  s  psrty 
of  the  dragoons.   In  this  order  the  Queen  leisurely  pro- 
ceeded thruu^li  the  Dukc^s  Walk  and  Park  to  Holyrood. 

The  royal  party,  including  those  in  immediate  attendance 
on  her  Majesty,  were  in  deep  uioiurning, — the  Queen  being 
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very  plainly  attired  in  a  black  dress,  with  shawl  of  the  same 

colour,  and  a  cased  bonnet,  in  wbich  a  single  black  feather 
was  placed.  Her  Majesty  looked  remarkably  well,  even 
better  than  wlmn  last  in  the  Scottish  metropolis.  Piince 
Albert,  who  wore  a  f^y  overcoat  and  check  trousers,  seemed 
also  in  good  health;  as  did  also  the  whole  of  the  royal 
children,  who  were  dressed  with  perfect  flimplicity  and  taste, 
and  had  altogether  a  very  enfraging  appearance. 

Her  Miyeatyy  on  enwfg^ng  iato  the  Park  from  the  Abhcy- 
hitt  road|  aeemed  impreHed  with  the  magnificeooe  of  the 
flcene  before  her.  She  was  hailed  with  an  enthnnaetic 
bant  of  acclamation  from  the  moltitnde  in  the  Park.  The 
Queen  and  Prince  Albert  seemed  to  feel  deeply  this  loytA 
expression  of  homage,  and  testified  their  gratification  by 
repeated  ;irknowledgments.  The  shouts  of  welcome  were 
caught  up  by  the  more  tlistant  (  icwds,  and  echoed  firom 
peak  to  peak  of  the  surrounding  hills.  Every  successive 
stage  in  the  royal  progress  witnessed  the  same  manifestations 
of  enthusiastic  feeling,  till  the  arrival  of  the  party  at  the 
gate  of  Holyrood.  Their  approach  was  announced  by  a 
salate  from  the  Castle^  and  immediately  on  their  entrance 
the  atandard  was  hoisted  on  a  flagstaff  which  had  been 
erected  above  the  entrance. 

Her  Majesty  and  the  Prince  were  observed  repeatedly  to 
remark  on  the  more  prominent  featores  of  the  scenery. 
The  dark  and  irregular  mass  of  the  Old  Town  at  once  ar- 
rested the  attention  of  the  royal  party,  who  afterwards 
glanced  with  apparent  interest  at  the  precipitous  sweep  of 
Salisbury  Cra^  on  the  one  side,  and  the  Calton  Hill,  with 
the  fine  stroctores  that  adorn  its  summit,  on  the  oilier. 

Early  in  ihe  aflemoon  a  guard  of  honour  of  the  9dd 
Highlandeny  consisting  of  one  captain,  two  subaltemSy  and 
BSty  men^  with  the  Qaeen*s  colottr  and  band,  was  in  attend- 
ance at  Holyrood  Palace.  A  party  of  the  Bojal  Arche^^ 
under  the  command  of  the  Earl  of  Morton,  was  stationed  in 
front  of  the  Palace^  with  the  coloms  and  the  fine  band  of 
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the  corps.  Tlie  Magistrates  of  Canongate  in  their  robes 
of  office  and  the  diflereiit  bodies  of  High  Constables  of  the 
city  and  suburbs  were  also  in  attendance. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  eortegey  her  Majesty  and  Prince 
Albert;  with  tlie  other  members  of.  the  Royal  iHinily, 
alighted  from  the  carriage.  Her  ^fajesty  uiul  rrliice 
Albert  liiiving  again  ncrignised  tlie  Duke  of  Buccleiicli, 
heartily  shook  liaiid^  with  liis  Grace  as  they  entered  the 
gateway.  In  the  quadrangle  and  colonnade  of  the  Palace 
were  a  select  and  distingiii'^hed  party  of  the  nobility  and 
gentry,  who  greeted  her  Majesty  and  Prince  Albert  with 
silent  and  respectful  homage.  The  Lord  Provost,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Gibson  Craig,  M.  Mavison,  French  Consul,  and  the 
Hon.  B.  F.  Primrose,  were  also  present.  Her  Majesty  then 
retired  to  the  State  apartments. 

In  the  evening  the  following  guests  had  the  honoor  of 
joining  the  Royal  dinner  party  at  the  Palace: — ^The  Duke 
and  Ducliess  of  Huccleuch,  the  Duke  of  Koxburghe,  the 
Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Provost,  the  Earl  of  Morton, 
Major-General  Sir  James  Riddell,  Mr.  Sheriff  Gordon, 
and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Muiray.  The  Lord  Provost  had  the 
hononr  to  kiss  hands  on  a  special  presentation  by  Sir  Geoige 
Grey. 

On  dOth  August,  1850,  her  Majesty,  Prince  Albert,  and 
the  Royal  children,  attended  by  the  Marchioness  of  Douto 
and  Colonel  Gordon,  left  the  Palace  by  the  new  private  en* 
trance  at  the  south-east  comer  of  the  Palace  Gardens,  be- 
tween nine  and  ten  o'clock,  and  proceeded  in  two  carriages, 
each  drawn  by  two  horses,  to  the  Victoria  Road,  along  which 
they  proceeded  to  Dunsapie  Loeli.  From  the  point  im- 
mediately oppositi'  the  Tyoeli  the  royal  jKirty  j)roceeded  on 
foot  to  the  summit  of  Arthur's  Seat,  and  the  morning  being 
serene  and  beautiful,  her  Majesty  was  enabled  to  enjoy  the 
unrivalled  scenery  which  this  splendid  view  affords.  After 
viewing  the  scenery,  her  Majesty  returned  to  the  Palace, 
having  been  absent  about  two  hours. 
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The  day  was  observed  as  a  general  holiday  in  Edinbnrgli, 
in  honour  of  tho  laying  of  the  foundation-stone  of  the  Na-* 
tional  Gallery  on  the  Mound.  This  ceremonial  had  been 
looked  forward  to  with  considerable  Interest  for  some  time 
by  the  members  of  the  Royal  Scqttish  Academy  and  the 
iHends  of  the  fine  arts,  and  also  by  the  citizens  at  large, 
more  especially  as  the  presence  of  royalty  in  the  city  was  to 
be  associated  with  the  auspicious  event,  aiiU  as  the  Consort 
of  the  Queen  had  kindly  undertaken  to  oiiiciate  on  the  oc- 
casion. Preparations  corresponding  to  the  importance  of 
the  event  had  been  in  progress  for  weeks;  and  the  Earthen 
Mound,  the  site  of  the  proposed  national  edifice,  exhibited 
signs  of  more  than  usual  bustle,  from  the  many  artificers 
employed  in  erecting  wooden  galleries  to  acoommodato  the 
spectators  of  the  pageant,  and  strong  barricades  to  preserve 
a  laige  enclosed  space^  to  the  south  of  the  InstitutioUi  for 
those  taking  part  in  the  ceremony. 

The  various  sides  of  this  area  were  surrounded  by  the 
wooden  balconies  already  mentioned.  On  the  side  running 
parallel  with  the  bac  k  of  the  Koyal  Institution,  and  com- 
niuiiicatinij^  with  it  l»v  means  of  a  raised  wooden  passage, 
which  was  tlecoratcd  with  evci'ijieens,  stood  the  gallery 
erected  for  tlie  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Manufactures 
and  their  friends.  No  expense  seemed  to  have  been  spared 
upon  this  erection.  It  was  tastefully  covered  with  crimson 
cloth  and  with  pink  calico.  The  cloth  was  drawn  up  along 
the  front,  80  as  to  fbrmi  graceful  festoons,  from  the  sides  of 
which  handsome  tassels  depended;  and  vases  of  flowers  were 
placed  in  the  centre.  The  union  jack  floated  from  the  snm«- 
mtt  and  from  the  comers  of  the  structure;  while  other  flags, 
bearing  appropriate  inscriptions,  were  displayed  at  other 
points.  The  royal  arms  were  conspicuously  displayed  on 
the  tympanum  of  the  pciliment;  and  the  whole  had  a  most 
imposing  and  elegant  a]"pearanco,  being  in  fine  proportion 
to  the  haudsome  building  of  the  Boyal  Institution  behind* 
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Thia  strtictnre  was  filled  witb'  a  brilUant  atteinblarre  of 
ladies,  for  the  most  part  belonging  to  the  families  of  the 
aristocracy,  amoiif^  whom  were  the  Duchess  of  Buccleuch, 
tilt'  Duchess  of  Koxburglie,  the  Countess  of  Koseberry, 
the  Countess  of  Morton,  Lady  Belhavcn,  Lady  Ber- 
riedale,  and  Lady  Harriet  Suttie.  Among  the  gentlemea 
present  were  Lord  Haddington  and  Lord  Belhaven*  Sev* 
end  of  the  gentlemen  were  dressed  in  military  and  naval 
uniforms;  and  the  picturesque  garb  of  old  Gaul  was  alao  to 
be  observed. 

On  the  west  side  of  the  area  was  erected  the  Grand 
Stand, — so  called  from  its  size,  being  capable  of  accommo- 
dating about  a  thousand  people, — decorated  with  several 

flags,  and  on  which  were  seated  the  Magistrates  and  Town 
Council  of  the  city  in  their  robes  of  office,  the  Magistrates 
of  Canongate  and  Purtsbiirgh,  the  Professore  of  the  Uni- 
versity in  their  robes,  tlie  Paving  Board,  the  Police  Com- 
missiouersi  the  Magistrates  and  Council  of  Leith  and  of 
otiier  neighbouring  boroughs,  and  several  other  public 
bodies,  besides  a  groat  number  of  the  public  who  had 
ceived  special  admission.  A  smaller  platform  was  erected 
immediately  to  the  south  end  of  tliis  hrgjBr  one,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  students  attendmg  the  School  of 
Design. 

The  sides  of  the  area  to  the  south  and  to  the  east  were 
lined  with  an  extensive  range  of  galleries  resting  upon  the 
incUned  surface  of  the  grounil,  ami  designed  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  public,  on  payment  of  a  sum  of  money. 
The  parties,  however,  who  had  the  charge  of  these,  retused 
to  let  them  except  at  an  exorbitant  rate;  and  the  conse- 
quence was,  as  often  happens,  they  overreached  them- 
selvesi  for  tliere  would  not  be  above  two  hundred  people 
prasent,  although  the  seated  platform  was  capable  of  con- 
taining nearly  two  thoasand, — a  circumstance  which  veiy 
much  marced  the  eflect  of  this  imposing  scene.  That  these 
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blanks  w«re  not  cawed  hf  any  want  of  interat  no  Hie  pari 
of  the  pablii^  was  fully  testified  hy  tlie  enonnoiis  asseniblage 
wbicb  covered  the  slopes  bejyond. 

Tbe  area  was  guarded  hy  a  large  body  of  the  pensknier 
corps,  and  picqnets  were  stationed  at  Tsrions  points  on  the 
Mound  to  preserve  order.  The  band  of  this  corps  were 
stationed  in  tlie  inside  of  the  area,  as  well  as  the  band  of  the 
Royal  Arrliera.  Bodies  of  the  lligli  Constables,  with  their 
official  batons,  were  also  on  the  pronnd. 

The  spot  occupied  by  the  foundation-stone  of  the  National 
Gallery  was  near  the  centre  of  the  area.  The  stones  were 
two  beaatifol  blocks  from  Craigleith,  about  five  feet  square; 
and  the  npper  one  was  attached  to  a  rope  and  puUeyy  by 
which  it  could  be  tnuisferred  to  its  proper  piece.  A  flooring 
of  board  was  laid  with  erimson  dodi,  from  the  Comtnu- 
sioners*  gallery  to  the  spot,  alongside  of  which,  as  the  rojnd 
body  guard  were  placed  the  Company  of  Archers,  who 
arrived  on  the  ground  shortly  after  twelve  o'clock. 
Ainonirst  these  were  the  Duke  of  Koxburgiie  and  the  Earl 
of  ^lorton. 

While  all  that  art  could  thus  contribute  to  enliance  the 
effect  of  tlie  ceremonial  was  had  recourse  to,  the  weather, 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  day,  was  all  that  could  be 
wished,  the  sky  being  of  a  cloudless  aznie^  and  a  bright 
sun  shining  overiiead|  tempered  with  a  gentle  breese  from 
the  wesL 

As  might  tfaerefixe  be  expected  from  the  interest  of  the 
ooeasioa  and  the  fineness  of  die  weatheri  the  dty  was  eirly 
astir,  and  ihe  Tarions  streets  along  which  it  was  armng^ 

I'rince  Albert  should  proceed  from  the  ancient  I'alace  of 
Holyrood  were  filled  with  cro^vds  of  well-dressed  persons  of 
all  ranks  and  ;iir<'rt.  Although  there  could  not  be  said  to  be 
that  profusion  of  flags  and  banners  which  would  have 
adorned  the  streets  had  it  been  consistent  with  the  arrange- 
ments  and  feehngs  of  her  Majesty  to  grace  the  csmuHiial 
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with  her  presence,  and  although  there  was  an  all  hut  entire 
ahsence  of  floral  wreaths  on  the  occasion,  still  the  miion-jaek 
and  flags  of  other  descriptions  might  he  seen  hei^  aad  titers^ 
waving  along  the  line  of  Prince's  Street.  What  was,  how- 
ever, wanting  in  external  decoration  along  the  line  of  pro* 
cession  was  amply  compensated  for  by  the  smiling  faces  of 
tlie  iiiovii)^  masses,  the  cn)vvd  bein^  no  ilense  as  to  render  it 
no  easy  matter  fur  one  to  thread  his  way  through  it;  and  by 
tlie  female  Ijuauty  congregated  in  the  balconies  and  windows, 
all  of  which  were  crowded  long  before  the  hour  when  the 
Prince  was  expected  to  make  his  appearance. 

About  twelve  o'clock,  the  13th  light  dragoons,  who  had 
at  flrst  taken  up  their  position  in  front  of  the  Royal  Insti- 
tution, extended  their  line  to  the  foot  of  St.  Andrew'a  Street; 
and  the  remainder  of  the  space  to  the  Palace  una  lined  by 
the  93d  Highlanders  and  the  Mid-Lothian  yeomanry, — 
the  latter  extending  along  the  London  Boad  to  the  Abbey 
Hill. 

At  a  quarter  past  Luelve,  the  royal  carriage,  wliich  was 
drawn  by  four  horses,  drew  up  in  front  of  the  Palace;  and 
the  guard  of  hommr  immediately  turned  out.  At  twenty 
minutes  to  one  his  Koyal  Highness  Prince  Albert  took  his 
place  in  the  carriage,  accompanied  by  the  Marquis  of  Aber- 
corn,  the  Hon.  Colonel  Gordon,  and  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Phipps.  The  royal  cortege  proceeded  at  a  leisurely  pace, 
by  Abbey  Hill,  Regent  Roa^  and  Waterloo  Place,  to  the 
Mound,  preceded  by  two  dragoons,  with  the  carriage  of  Mr. 
Sheriff  Gordon,  followed  by  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Pro- 
vost in  his  carriage,— the  whole  procewion  closing  with  a 
detachment  of  the  13th  lifilit  dratrooiis. 

On  every  point  of  tlie  route  his  Royal  Highness  was  re- 
ceived with  great  demonstr.it i  n s  ol'  applause;  and  at  some 
points  the  scene  was  miigiiihcently  grand.  The  High 
School  presented  a  most  animated  appearance, — every  cre- 
vice, from  the  lower  xailing  to  the  highest  point  of  the 
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portico^  being  entirelj  covered  with  fashionably  dressed 
speetatorsy  who  greeted  his  Royal  Highness  with  waving  of 
hats  and  handherchiefiiy  and  long-continued  cheering.  The 
Oalton  Hill,  with  its  cra<;gy  sides  and  grassy  slopes,  was 
covered  to  the  very  summit  with  many  thonsands  of  spec- 
tators, Kelson's  Aruiuuneut  was  also  crowded  on  every 
balcony;  and  every  e  levated  spot  in  the  line  of  procession 
was  occupied  by  masses  of  spectatorsi  while  the  windows 
were  teeming  with  fair  faces. 

The  scene  at  this  time  was  peculiarly  striking,  viewed 
fiwm  the  foot  of  the  Mound  at  Princess  Street.  l!^astward| 
stretching  as  for  as  the  Oalton  Hill,  a  long  line  of  human 
beings  was  to  be  seeui  all  apparently  intent  on  one  object, 
namely,  to  get  a  sight  of  his  Boyal  Highness  Prince  Albert. 
The  martial  weapons  of  the  military  were  distinctly  visible 
as  they  glittered  in  the  sun;  and  the  light  and  varied  hues 
of  the  ladies*  dresses  finely  contrasted  with  the  sombre  head- 
pieces worn  by  the  inasculiiic  portion  of  the  spectators, 
and  added  to  the  brilliancy  of  the  spectacle.  If  any  thing 
was  requii'cd  to  add  ])icturesqueness  to  the  scene,  it  was 
supplied  by  the  groups  clustering  the  liighest  parts  of 
the  Scott  Monument  on  the  one  side  of  the  valley,  and 
the  top  of  the  Bank  of  Scotland,  immediately  opposite,  on 
the  other  side;  while  turning  a  little  easterly,  and  to  the* 
south  of  the  Koyal  Institution,  the  Free  Cliurch  College 
was  seen  contributing  its  share  to  fill  up  the  magnificent 
picture^  as  its  square  towers  were  also  filled  by  anxious  and 
admiring  spectators.  The  base  of  the  College  also  presented 
an  imposing  scene.  The  rising  ground  southward  from  the 
enclosed  area  was  covered  with  one  dense  mass,  which  must 
have  consisted  ol  nuuiy  thousands,  range  overtopping  range, 
and  giving  a  line  efl'cct  to  the  whole. 

The  band  of  the  9.'Vl  Highlanders,  who  took  up  their  posi- 
tion at  the  east  end  of  Prince's  Street,  on  the  npproach  of  his 
^yal  Highness  played  the  National  Anthem,  as  did  also 
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tho  I  Kit  hi  of  the  13th  iigiit  drugoons  at  the  eotrance  to  the 

Jiistituti<»n. 

Iiitlination  of  Pi'ince  All)i-rt's  approach  to  Hae  Royal  Iii' 
stitutiou  was  communicated  far  and  wide  bj  the  discharge 
of  a  salute  from  the  Castle. 

His  Hoyal  Jlighness  was  received  at  the  front  gate  of  the 
Institution  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Boatd  of  Manu- 
factures who  were  to  officiate  at  the  ceremony,  namely,  the 
Lorfi-tTustico-Goiiem],  Alexander  ^faconochie,  Es(|.,  the 
Duke  <)['  HiiccK'iK'li,  K.(i.,  Sir  Cieor^e  Cleik,  Uait..  M.!'. 
Sir  do] in  \Vut5>oii  Ciorduu,  and  bii'  William  Gibjioii-C raig, 
Bart.,  M.I*. 

Prince  Albert  then  entered  the  Picture  Gallery. 

The  eatalotrne  of  the  j>ieturea  uas  iiresented  to  the  Prince 
Itv  i\v.'  Hon.  Bouverie  Primrose,  the  Secretary  of  the  Board, 
l  iie  Prince  took  a  rnpid  survey  of  the  works  which  adorn 
the  Gallery,  of  which  ho  expressed  his  high  admiration; 
after  which  his  lioyal  Highness  left  tho  Gallery,  and  pro^ 
ceeded  to  the  platform  behind  the  Institution,  to  lay  the 
foundation-stone,  accompanied  by  the  Liord-Justice> General. 

On  ajij»earing  on  the  C'oninii^sioriL  i >>"  gallery,  Prince  Al- 
hert  was  received  with  enthu>ia<lic  ajiplause,  the  Lands 
piaviiii:  the  Jialiuiial  aiiihein.  He  recoirnised  and  saluted 
the  iiolile  ladies  who  were  seated  upon  the  jilatform. 

His  Ivoyal  Highness  haviii*^  descended  from  the  gallery, 
proceeded  along  the  |»latl'orm  to  the  spot  w  here  the  founda- 
tion-stone was  to  he  laid,  accontpanietl  hy  the  Lord  ProTOSt 
on  the  right,  and  the  Lord-Justice-General  on  the  left. 

The  Coinmissiojiers  formed  a  semicircle  around  his  Boyal 
Highness^  who  had  taken  Ids  station  immediately  opposite 
the  stone.  The  immense  assembly  were  uncovered  during 
the  ceremotiy 

Princi])al  Lee  then  ofl'ered  up  the  following  ])raver: — 

**  We  bless  Tliee,  ()  llum  Kiiiu:  of  Nations,  who  hast  appointed 
OUT  times  uiul  the  pluees  of  our  habitation,  that  Thou  ha^t  as?ii^e<i 
U3  a  goodly  portiuu  m  a  luud  whiclij  UtougU  subject  to  the  dis> 
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advantages  of  variable  seasons,  uncertain  harvests,  and  commer- 
cial fluctuations,  po^'^esscs  the  eminent  distinction  of  being  the 
abode  of  rational  liberty  and  equal  laws,  and  the  marvelloua  light 
of  OhrLstian  truth,  by  which  the  soul  ot  man  is  sanctified  and 
iiavud. 

"  God  of  our  Fathers,  do  good  in  Thy  good  pleasure  to  this 
beloved  lind,  that  peace  may  be  in  all  oar  borders  and  prosperity 
in  our  peUeei^  and  that  over  all  the  glory  of  our  aanctuariea  Thoti 
mayest  create  a  defenee. 

<*  O  Thou  by  whom  kinga  feign  and  princes  decree  jitstiee,  be- 
stow Thy  choicest  blessings  on  our  Sov^eign  Lady  Queen  Vic- 
toria, giving  her  length  of  days,  abundance  of  peace,  and  the  dur- 
able riches  of  ri'^htoousness;  and  grant  that  all  the  acta  of  her 
Government  mu\  y  romote  the  national  prosperity,  the  repo-ic  of 
other  States,  and  tli<i  glory  of  Thy  holy  name.  Vouchsale  al»o 
Thy  special  favuur  t  >  her  Royal  Consort  Prince  Albert,  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  all  the  Koyul  Family ;  may  they  all  be  en- 
riobcKi  with  the  grace  of  the  Most  High,  may  goodness  and  mercy 
fellow  them  throagh  Hfe^  and  may  they  dwdl  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord  for  ever. 

We  pray  for  the  counsellors  and  ministers  who  snrround  the 
throne  and  watch  over  the  public  interests ;  for  the  nobles  and 
senators  of  the  land ;  for  the  judges  and  magistrates,  and  parti- 
oulsrly  for  those  who  bear  rule  in  this  city;  and  for  the  whole 
body  of  the  inhabitants,  that  wisdom  and  knowledge  may  be  the 
stability  of  our  timog,  ajid  the  fear  of  the  Lord  our  treasure. 

**  O  tiiun  JSuprtMuc  Dis|K*scr  of  our  lot,  without  whose  guidance 
and  aid  all  our  devices  and  laboura  must  fail,  we  pray  tiiat  Tiiua 
mayest  countenance  and  bless  the  undertaking  now  about  to  eom- 
menee.  Under  Thy  protection  may  the  work  be  conducted 
saftly  to  a  prosperous  termmation,  and  may  the  edifice  now  to  he 
founded  not  only  prove  a  monument  of  taste»  and  a  conspicuous 
ornament  to  this  fiur  ctty,  hut  may  it  forward  the  cultivation  of 
the  highest  branches  of  art  and  industry,  by  being  a  repository  of 
exquisite  designs  and  ingenious  inventions,  thus  accelerating  the 
progress  of  civilization,  an<l  nuiltiplying  tlie  sources  of  liberal  and 
refined  enjoyment,  giving  at  the  same  time  such  a  direction  to  the 
early  eflfurts  of  native  genius  struggling  with  difliculiios  as  may 
raise  obscure  and  humble  names  to  the  uijUiaputed  possession  of 
well-earned  reputation,  and  contributing  essentially  to  the  intel- 
lectual and  social  improvement  of  the  human  race. 

**  And  now,  O  our  Ood,  fblfll  in  us  all  the  good  pleasure  of 
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Thy  goO'liu  i--^,  and  tlio  work  of  faith  with  power,  that  we  umy  all 
be  partakers  of  the  trrai-e  which  hringotli  salvation,  and  adorn  the 
doctrine  of  our  Lord  and  Saviuur  in  all  things,  that  when  the 
fashion  of  tlie  world  shall  have  passed  away,  and  all  the  cares  and 
labours  of  mortality  shall  be  over  and  gone,  we  may  have  »  name 
and  a  place  within  the  walls  of  the  bouse  not  made  with  hands, 
eternal  in  the  heavens.  And  to  Thy  great  and  ezoellent  namc^ 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ohoat,  be  glory  for  ever.  Amen.** 

Tlie  Lord-.]  ust  ice-General,  I  Juyle,  after  shaking  hands  with 
the  Prince,  ])icsented  the  trowel  to  his  Royal  Hi^^hness.  It 
was  made  of  silver  gilt,  emblazoned  with  the  royal  arms,  and 
bore  the  following  inscription: — "Presented  by  the  Board 
of  Trustees  for  ^lanufactureSy  4icc.,  in  Scotland,  to  his  Koyal 
Highness  the  Prince  Albert,  on  his  laying  the  first  stone  of 
the  National  Gallery  at  Edinburgh,  aOth  Auguat,  1850." 
His  Koyal  Highness  having  received  the  trowel,  then  ad- 
vanced to  the  stone,  accompanied  by  several  of  the  Com- 
missioners. Mr.  Maconochie  deposited  in  the  cavity  of  the 
stone  a  bottle,  which  contained  a  number  of  documents  be- 
longing to  the  Board  of  Manufactures,  the  coins  of  tlie 
realm,  the  Act  of  Parliament  for  the  erection  on  the  Mound 
of  a  >«ational  Gallery,  and  copies  of  several  of  the  Edin- 
burgh newspapers.  A  plate  was  also  deposited,  of  wliicli  the 
following  is  a  copy: — 

On  the  30th  day  of  August,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord 
One  Tliousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Fifty, 
and  of  the 

Thirteenth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  her  Majesty 
VICTORIA, 

QOBBN  OP  OHEAT  BBITAXIT  AMD  UOLAND, 

THIS  STONE, 
the  Foundation  of  a  building  to  be  Erected, 
through  the  Munificence  of  Parliament, 
on  this  and  the  Ground  adjacent, 

nripiired  for  that  purpose, 
hy  her  Majesty's  Board  of  Trustees 
for  Arts,  Fisheries,  and  31aiiufactures,  in  Scotland, 
and  de;itined  to  coutaiii  a 
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NATIONAL  AND  OTHER  OALLEBIE8, 
for  objeoli  oooiuNsted  with  the  promotion  of  tlM 

Fine  Arts, 
was  laid  hy  his  Royal  Highness 
The  Prince  Albert, 
Consort  of  her  Most  Gracious  M^esty  the  QueeOi 
surrounded  by 
Her  Majesty's  loyal  and  dutiful  Subjects, 
The  Comnuauoners  of  the  Board  of  Arte,  Fiahenes, 
and  Hanuftoturea, 
The  Lord  Provost  and  Magistrates  of  the 

City  of  Edinburgh, 
The  Corporation  of  the  Royal  Institution, 
of  irhioh  her  Miyesty  is  Hereditary  President 
nnd  Patron, 

The  Principal  and  Profe^sor:^  of  the  Univenity 
of  Edinburgh, 
The  President  and  Alembers  of  tlie 
Royal  Scottish  Academy, 
and  by  a  great  oonoourse  of  her  M^esty's  affectionate 
and  devoted  people. 

Ilis  Koyal  Highness  tlion  with  the  trowel,  took  a  ])ortioii 
of  the  mortar  ttom  the  service-plate, — a  small  mahogany 
board, — which  was  presented  by  Mr.  Playfair,  the  architect 
of  the  building,  and  spread  it  on  the  stone  amid  tlie  most 
enthuiiiastic  cheering.  The  upper  stone,  which  was  sus- 
pended from  the  crane,  was  then  lowered  to  its  bed  and  the 
bolts  secured. 

The  Dulce  of  Buccleuch  then  applied  the  square  to  the 
anglea  of  the  atone;  the  Utiinb  role  was  applied  by  Sir 
(George  Clerk,  and  the  level  by  Sir  John  Watson  Gordon. 
These  measnrements  being  condodec^  the  mallet  was  pre- 
sented by  Sir  William  Gibson-Craig  to  his  Koyal  Highness, 
who  appHed  it  to  the  stone  in  a  most  tradesman-like  fashion, 
drawing  forth  the  renewed  applause  of  tiie  multitude. 

This  having  completed  the  ceremony  of  the  la}  ing  of  the 

first  stone  of  the  National  Galleries,  his  Koyal  Highness 

delivered  the  following  address,  the  Commissioners  having 

formed  themselves  into  a  semicircle  around  him : 

2  o 
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Gbntlbmrv, — IXqw  that  the  oeremoay  is  conduded,  yoa 
must  allow  me  to  express  to  yon  how  muoh  s»tisiiM»tioii  it  hu 
given  me  to  have  had  it  in  ray  power  to  comply  with  your  invi- 
tation, and  to  lay  the  foundation-stone  of  this  important  nationsl 

institution,  nnd  that  tliis  should  havo  coincided  with  the  moment 
when  her  Majesty  the  Queen  has  come  among  you,  and  lias  given 
you  a  further  proof  of  her  attachment  to  tlsis  country  by  again 
takintr  vip  her  al>o<le,  if  for  a  short  tirae  only,  in  tiie  ancieiit  Pa- 
lace ot  tier  ancestors  in  this  capital,  where  &l>e  has  been  received 
with  snch  unequivocal  demonstrations  of  loyalty  and  afiection. 

**  The  building  of  which  we  have  just  begun  the  foundation  is 
a  temple  to  be  erected  to  the  Fine  ArtB> — the  Fine  Arts  which 
have  so  important  an  influence  upon  the  development  of  the 
mind  and  feeling  of  a  people,  and  which  are  so  generally  taken  as 
tlie  type  of  the  degree  and  character  of  that  development  that  it 
is  on  the  fragments  of  the  works  of  art,  como  down  to  tis  from 
bygone  nation:^.  th:it  we  are  wont  to  form  our  estimate  of  the  state 
of  their  civilization,  manneni,  ctjstoms,  and  religion. 

"Let  us  tliat  the  impui.se  given  to  the  evjltuK/  <>t  the  fiiu' 

arts  ill  this  country,  nnd  the  dailv  increasing  attfutiuu  V)estowe<l 
upon  it  by  tiie  people  at  large,  will  not  only  tend  to  retine  and 
elevate  the  national  tastes,  but  will  also  lead  to  the  production  of 
worics,  which,  if  left  behind  us,  as  memorials  of  our  ag*^  will  give 
to  afler  generations  an  adequate  idea  of  our  advanced  state  of 
civilisation. 

**  It  must  be  an  additional  source  of  gratiikation  to  me  to  find 
that  part  of  the  funds  rendered  available  for  the  support  of  this 
undertaking  should  be  the  ancient  grant,  which,  at  the  Union  of 
the  two  kingdoms,  was  secured  towards  the  encouragement  of  the 
fislieries  and  mr\Tuifactures  of  Scotland,  as  it  affords  a  iwM 
pU  asiiig  proof  that  the-e  important  branches  of  industry  have  ar- 
rived at  that  stage  of  uKinhoml  and  prosj>er!ty,  that — no  longer 
requiring  the  aid  oi  u  fostering  Government — they  can  mainuun 
themselves,  independently  relying  upon  their  own  vigour  and 
activity,  and  can  now  in  th«r  turn  lend  assbtance  and  support  to 
their  younger  and  weaker  sisters*  the  Fine  Arts. 

**  Oentlemen,  the  history  of  this  grant  exhibits  to  us  the  picture 
of  a  most  healthy  national  progress:  the  ruder  arts  connected  with 
the  necessaries  of  life  first  gaining  strength;  then  education  and 
science  supervening  and  d Iree ting  further  exerdcms;  and  lastly, 
the  arts,  wliich  only  adorn  life,  l>eeoming  longed  for  by  a  prosper- 
ous and  educated  people.    May  nothing  disturb  this  progress. 
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and  may,  by  God's  blessing,  that  peace  and  prosperity  he  pre- 
served to  the  naf  ioi^,  which  will  eoMiire  to  it  a  loog  oontiiiUAiM^  of 
moral  and  intellectual  ei^joyment." 

Hifl  Bojral  Highness  bowed  to  the  Oommisaioneny  and 
proceeded  doog  the  platform^  accompanied  by  the  Lord- 
Jastioe-General,  and  followed  by  the  other  Oommiflsionenu 
After  passing  through  the  Royal  Institntion, — ^the  Prince 
took  leave  of  the  Commissioners,  and  entered  his  carriage, 
amid  the  a{)|)liuise  of  tlie  immense  multitude  which  crowded 
Prince's  Street,  Hanover  Street,  and  the  neiglibouritiif 
streets,  and  the  waving  of  liats  and  handkerchi ufj>  from  the 
windows  and  balconies,  which  were  still  crowded  with  bril- 
liant companies  of  ladies  and  gentlemen.  The  bands  struck 
up  the  Queen's  anthem,  aiul  his  Boyal  Highness  drove  otf 
on  hU  retnrn  to  Holyrood.  In  the  carriage  with  the  Prince 
were  the  Marqois  of  Aberoom  and  his  Boyal  Highness's 
Secretaries,  the  Hon.  Colonel  Grordon  and  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Phippa. 

His  Koyal  Higliness  was  attired  in  a  Field  Marshal's  nni- 
ferm,  and  wore  the  riband  of  the  Order  of  the  Thistle,  as 

did  also  the  Marquis  of  Abercorn. 

The  Duke  of  Bnccleuch  wore  the  uniform  of  the  Lord- 
Lientenant  of  the  County,  and  the  Riband  of  the  Order  of 
the  Garter.  The  Ouke  of  Koxburghe  atui  tlie  Earl  of 
Morton  wore  the  uniform  of  the  Royal  Archers,  the  former 
having  also  the  nband  of  the  Order  of  the  Thistle.  Sir 
William  Gibson-Craig  and  Sir  George  Clerk  wore  the 
dress  of  Depnty-Lieotenants;  the  Lord-Jiistice*Qeneral, 
Sir  John  Watson  (Gordon,  and  Mr.  Sheriif  Gordon  appeared 
in  Court  dresses;  Lord  Berriedale  was  attired  in  a  Highland 
garb.  Besides  the  above^  and  those  already  named,  we  ob- 
served present  the  Earl  of  Cathcart,  Lord  Dalmeny,  Sir 
.Tames  Forrest,  and  Sir  James  Anderson,  Lord  Provost  of 
Glasixow. 

In  the  afternoon,  about  four  o'cloc  k,  her  Majesty,  Prince 
Albert,  and  the  Koyal  cinidreu  again  left  the  Palace  in  two 
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carriages,  each  drawn  by  lour  horses,  with  outriilers,  and 
attended  by  the  Marchioness  of  Douro  and  suite,  for  the 
purpn^f  n\'  taking  a  drive  tlirough  the  cit^v,  and  visiting  some 
of  the  objects  of  interest  in  the  neighboui'hood.    The  royal 
cortege  proceeded  by  the  Abbey  Hill,  along  the  London 
Road  and  Prince*s  Street,  and  on  to  Donaldaoa's  Hospttal.  I 
On  the  royal  party  reaching  Prinoe*8  Stmti  a  namber  of  1 
individuals,  anxious  if  possible  to  cafteh  a  ^impee  of  her  I 
Majesty,  hired  cabs^  and  fell  in  the  rear  of  the  oortey^  As 
her  Majesty  was,  however,  proceeding  at  a  dashing  pace^  it 
was  no  easy  matter  to  keep  alongside;  and  the  soene  at  one 
time  had  all  the  excitement  and  interest,  and  no  small  share 
of  the  danger,  connected  with  a  steeple-chase,  rather  than 
tliat  of  a  royal  progress. 

Her  ^taje8ty  was  received  at  Donaldson's  HospiUil  by  the 
Lord  Provost,  Mr.  Sheriff  (lordon,  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch,  ' 
and  Sir  W.  Gibson-Craig,  M.P.;  who  escorted  the  royal 
party  over  the  premises.  After  remaining  for  about  ten 
minutes^  her  Majesty  returned  by  the  same  route,  striking 
off,  however,  at  the  west  end  of  Prince's  Street.  The  ffoy*! 
party  proceeded  at  the  same  dashing  rate  along  the  Loihiaii 
Road,  by  the  hack  of  the  Castle,  down  the  Lawnmarket, 
across  Geoi^  IV.  Bridge,  tlirough  Bristo,  up  West  and 
East  Preston  Street,  which  brought  them  into  the  Royal 
Drive,  round  which  they  drove  in  the  direction  of  Dun- 
sapie.  Thev  then  proceeded  along  the  road  through  the 
Queen's  Park,  and  eiitc^red  the  Palace  by  tlie  front  entrance 
at  half-past  five  o'clock.  The  Duke  of  Buccleiich  accom- 
panied the  K'lval  party  on  horseback  on  their  route  back  lo 
Holyrood.  Her  Majesty  expressed  how  greatly  she  was 
delighted  with  what  she  had  seen  at  Donaldson's  Hospital. 

Several  thousands  of  people  had  assembled  in  the  Qnoen*« 
Park  to  witness  her  lidbjest/s  return,  and  enthusiastically 
cheered  her  as  she  and  her  suite  swept  past  them. 

The  Royal  children,  attended  by  the  Marchioness  of 
Doiiro  and  Sir  James  Ciiurk|  Tisited  the  Castle  in  the  fore 
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noon,  while  Prince  Albert  was  officiating  at  the  laying  of 
the  fbondatioD-stone.  The  Barrackmaster  accompanied  the 
royal  party  throngfa  the  different  places  of  interest, — ^vtstting 

Queen  Mary's  Room;  they  did  not,  however,  deem  it  safe 
to  vLsit  the  Crown  Room,  on  account  of  a  rec«;nt  case  of 
fever  near  that  apartment. 

Her  ^rajestys  dinner  party  consisted  of  the  Lord-Justice- 
General,  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Buccleucli,  the  Duke 
and  Duchess  of  Roxburghe,  the  Marquis  of  Abercom,  Earl 
and  Countess  of  Rosebery,  Karl  and  Countess  of  Hadding- 
totti  Earl  and  Conntess  of  Mortoui  Lord  anil  jLady  Bel- 
haven,  Sir  William  Gtbaon-Craig,  M.P.y  Colonel  Grey,  and 
the  Bev.  Principal  Lee.  The  dinner  took  place  at  ten 
minutes  past  eight;  and  a  Highland  piper  who  was  present 
played  several  Scottish  airs  on  the  occasion,  with  which  her 
Majesty  was  highly  gratified.  She  also  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  her  great  satisfaction  with  the  maimer 
in  which  she  had  been  received  in  Edinburgh  since  her 
arrival,  and  with  the  conduct  of  the  citizens  at  Inrrre.  This 
subject  was  the  theme  of  conversation  during  the  evening; 
and  it  cannot  bat  be  gratifying  to  all  who  have  a  regard  ibr 
the  cn  'Iit  and  reputation  of  the  city. 

Her  ^lajesty  expressed  the  highest  satisfaction  with  the 
Palace;  she  had  no  previous  conception  that  such  spacious 
accommodation  awaited  her  in  her  northern  metropolis. 

On  the  mommg  of  the  31st  August,  1850,  her  Majesty, 
who  is  remarkable  for  punctuality  in  all  her  movements, 
left  Hol}Tood  Palace  a  little  past  eight  o'clock.  The 
Queen  was  attired  in  mmi ruing,  exuctly  the  same  as  on  her 
arrival,  and  l^rinee  >Vlbcit  was  dressed  in  a  paletot,  closely 
buttoned  to  the  chin.  The  yonn^  Princesses  were  also 
dressed  in  mourning,  and  the  iVince  of  Wales  and  Prince 
Alfi:%d  were  dressed  in  kilta,  the  cloth  of  which  consisted  of 
fine  tweed,  and  had  light  plaids  wrapped  round  them*  Thej 
also  wore  Glengarry  bonnets. 

Her  Majesty  and  his  Koyal  Highness  Prince  Albert  first 
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descended  the  stairs,  followed  bjr  the  Royal  childfen,  Sir 

George  Grey,  the  Marchioness  of  Douro,  the  Hon.  Miss 
Tiennox,  and  Miss  lliilyurtls.  Tlie  Royal  party  were  re- 
ceived by  Sheriff  Gordon,  in  the  (|uadrangle,  and  by  the 
Duke  of  Buccleuch,  who  was  dressed  in  the  unifomi  of 
Lurd-Lieutenant  of  tlie  county,  and  by  Major-Geneml 
Kiddell,  Commander  of  the  Forces  in  ScotUnd^  outside 
the  gate. 

Four  royal  carriages,  each  drawn  by  four  horses,  were 
stationed  in  front  of  the  Palace;  and  her  Miyesty,  Frinoc 
Albert,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  the  Princess  Royal,  en- 
tered the  first  carriatre,  and  immediately  drove  off  at  a  rapid 
])ace.  On  her  Majesty  taking  her  seat,  a  royal  salnte  was 
liivil  from  the  Castle;  and  while  the  peals  of  the  cannon 
were  resounding  through  the  city,  the  two  other  royal  chil- 
dren, accompanied  by  tlie  Marchiono.ss  of"  Douro,  and  the 
Hon.  Miss  Lennox,  drove  oft"  in  the  second  carriage,  followed 
by  Sir  George  Grey,  Sir  James  Cierk,  her  Majesty's  phy- 
sician, and  Colonel  Gordon. 

The  royal  cortege,  on  leavin;;  tlie  Palace  Yard,  the  en- 
trances to  which  were  crowded  with  people,  and  on  emeig-* 
itig  from  the  barricades  to  the  south-east  of  the  Palace^ 
which  were  also  surrounded  by  a  dense  crowd,  was  rec^ved 
with  deafening  cheers;  and  its  progress  thiough  the  Queen's 
Park  to  St.  Margaretfs  station  at  Meadowbank  was  received 
in  a  similar  manner  by  the  thousands  lining  the  road  the 
whole  way.  Her  Majesty  uiul  Prince  Albert  graceluily 
acknowledged  the  enthusiaain  displayed  along  the  route. 

A  guard  of  the  OSd  Highiaiideift  was  drawn  up  in  front 
of  the  landing  place  to  the  railway  station  at  St.  Margaret's. 
The  band  of  the  dragoons  was  also  in  waiting  at  this  place, 
and,  on  her  Majesty's  airiYal,  struck  up  the  National 
Anthem. 

The  train  which  was  to  convey  her  liajesty  to  Coupar- 
Angus,  on  her  route  north,  arrived  at  Meadowbank  station 
at  ten  minutes  past  eight  o'clock.   At  half-past  eight  her 
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Majesty  arrived  there,  when  she  alighted  from  the  carriage^ 
and  entered  the  vestibale  leading  to  the  flight  of  steps  by 
which  her  Majesty  was  oonducted  to  the  royal  railway  car- 
riage. The  arrangements  at  this  place  were  the  same  as  on 
her  J^Iajesty's  arrival,  and  it  is  therefore  unnecessary  to  de- 
scribe them. 

Her  Majesty  and  Prince  Albert,  accompanied  by  the 
Prince  of  Wales  and  the  rniicess  Royal,  occupied  the 
splendid  saloon  carriage  reserved  for  their  use.  Prince 
Alfred  and  the  Princess  Aiice  travelled  in  a  separate  car- 
riage, under  tiie  ciiarge  of  the  Marchioness  of  Douro  and 
the  Honourable  Miss  Lennox.  The  other  carriages  were 
occupied  by  her  Majesty's  attendants,  anil  by  a  number  of 
the  Directras  of  the  North  British  and  Edinburgh  and  Glas- 
gow Bailways.  Her  Majesty  bowed  her  acknowledgments 
repeatedly  to  the  distinguished  individuals  assembled  as  she 
departed. 

The  saloon  carriage^  which  was  lined  with  blue-figured 
satin,  was  furnished  with  two  easy  chairs  and  a  sofa,  and  a 

small  table  in  tlie  centre. 

The  roval  train  started  t'vom  the  Meadowbank  Station  at 
twenty-tive  minutes  to  rune  o'clock,  and  reached  the  ter- 
minus at  the  North  Bridge  five  minutes  after,  preceded  by 
a  pilot  engine.  The  station  was  filled  with  spectatoi*s,  and 
the  Lord  Provost,  who  had  been  employed  in  the  eai'ly  part 
of  the  morning  in  making  arrangements  for  having  the 
local  corps  of  pensioners  drawn  op  along  the  line  of  the 
railway  through  the  Prince's  Street  Gardens,  to  preserve  it 
from  encroachment  and  to  prevent  acddents^  was  in  waitings 
in  case  his  services  might  be  required.  The  train  did  not 
however  stop,  but  passed  on;  but  her  Majesty,  on  observing 
liis  I^ordship,  graciously  bowed.  Crowds  of  people  lined 
tlie  sides  of  Prince*s  Street,  and  such  part  of  the  M  duikI  as 
could  command  a  view  of  the  train  on  ita  cour.^e,  to  whose 
loyal  demoustratious  her  Majesty  ever  and  auou  responded 
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by  waving  her  handkerchief  from  side  to  aide  of  the  rajil 
carria^i 

While  all  the  internal  arrangeraents  and  accommodatioDS 
in  Holyrood  Palace  were  such  as  to  have  merited  her  warm 

a|)])roval,  her  Majesty  has  been  greatly  inconvenienced  by 
the  want  of  sufticient  pleasure  grounds  udjoiniiif^,  wliere  she 
miirht  enjoy  that  daily  exercise  and  jnivacy  in  the  ojK?n  air 
wliich  is  so  coiii^ciiial  to  her  nature,  and  the  cultivation  of 
which  h.iliit  niu.->t  atlord  satisfaction  to  the  jH'oj)le,  and  it 
may  be  here  stated  historically,  that  >ince  her  accession  the 
whole  conduct  of  Queen  Victoria  has  been  such  as  to  have 
endeared  her  to  the  country,  and  to  have,  amid  continental 
changes^  contributed  to  the  stability  of  the  British  throne. 

The  Queen  and  the  Boyal  Family  returned  to  Holyrood 
Palace  from  their  summer  residence  at  Balmoral,  on  the 
evening  of  10th  October,  when  the  grounds  aronnd  the 
Palace,  the  ruins  of  St  Anthony's  Chapel  and  the  snr- 
rounding  Crags,  were  illuminated  in  the  most  picturesque 
stylo,  and  with  a  ver^'  pleasing  effect — and  an  iunnense 
bontirc  kindled  on  the  top  of  Arthur's  Seat.  It  consisted  of 
about  iifty  tons  of  coal,  and  from  its  height  upwards  of  eight 
hundred  feet  above  tiie  level  of  the  sea,  it  had  a  splendid 
effect.  Next  morning,  her  Majesty,  Prince  Albert,  and  the 
children  left  Edinburgh  for  England,  amid  the  booming  of 
the  cannon  from  the  Castle  and  the  acclamations  of  the  peoplot 

In  all  history  the  price  of  provisions  is  an  important  point 
worthy  of  record.  The  harvests  of  1848  and  1849  were 
abundant,  and  that  of  1850,  a  fiur  average  one,  this  com* 
bined  with  the  abolition  of  the  Com  Laws,  and  the  removal 
and  reduction  of  import  duties  on  many  important  articles 
of  consumption,  «ireat]y  increased  the  comforts  of  the  work- 
ing classes,  by  lowering  the  price  of  every  article  of  provi- 
sions. Potatoes  formed  almost  the  oidy  exception,  the  price 
of  which  was  much  raised  on  account  of  the  disease  and 
Uight  which  had  prevailed  for  some  years  in  that  staple 
article  of  food. 
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It  may  be  enrioos  to  compare  tlie  prices  of  a  few  of  the 
difleront  articles  of  common  consnmpt  in  1840  and  1850. 


In  1840. 

In  1B50. 

i. 

</. 

*, 

jsen  xiouVf 

9 

0 

1 

10 

Quartam  Wheat  T^ntf  4IbL. 

0 

9 

0 

H 

Oatmealy 

2 

3 

1 

8 

Mutton  and  Beef  ^  lb.. 

0 

7 

0 

6 

Cheese  ^  lb.. 

0 

8 

0 

7 

Baoon, 

0 

7i 

0 

Ham, 

0 

10 

0 

9 

Butter, 

1 

0 

0 

9 

Sugar, 

0 

7  to  9^d. 

0 

4  to  d^d. 

Treacle, 

0 

4  to  5d. 

0 

2  to  2|tl. 

Coffee, 

1 

0  to  2s.  W.  1 

0  to  U.  Sil. 

Tee, 

4 

0to6s. 

3 

4  tods. 

0 

5to6d. 

0 

4to5d. 

Dr.  Carson,  Rector  of  the  High  School,  died  4th 
November,  1850.  This  einineut  scholar  was  born 
in  1787,  and  at  the  early  age  of  24  was  Rector  of  the  Gram- 
mar School  of  Duiiifries.  In  1811  he  was  appointed  one  of 
the  mssters  of  the  High  School,  Edinburgh,  and  in  1825 
was  chosen  Rector  of  that  distinguished  academy.  He  filled 
this  situation  for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  His  <  Treatise  on 
the  Relatiye  Qui,  Qwe,  Quod/  and  his  *  Greek  Exercises,* 
marked  his  character  as  a  distingtushed  scholar. 

The  Pope  having  proposed  to  divide  England  into  papal 

bishoprics.  Lord  John  Uiissell  wrote  a  lotti-r  on  the  subject 
which  stronirlv  rDux'il  tlic  Protestant  feeliniis  of  Britain,  and 
rendered  his  Lordship  very  popular  for  tiie  time  being. 

**T0  TUB  RIOHT  RKV.  THE  BiSIIOP  OP  DURHAM. 

"  Mt  Dear  Lord, — I  n^ri'o  with  vou  in  (?onsidprini?  *  the  Into 
Sggressioa  of  tho  Pu|u>  \i\nin  wur  Protesitautisin  '  as  *  insolent  and 
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inridious/  and  I  therefore  feel  as  indignant  «d  you  mo  da  upon 

(he  subject. 

"  I  not  only  promoted  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  the  claims  of 
the  Roman  Catholics  to  all  civil  rights  but  I  thoucfht  if  right,  and 
even  dc^iirable,  that  the  ecclesia-stical  system  of  tiie  Homan  Catho- 
lics »huuld  be  the  means  of  giving  instruction  to  the  numerous 
Irish  immigrants  in  London  and  elsewhere,  who  without  such 
help  would  have  been  left  in  heathen  ignorance 

"  This  might  have  been  don^  however,  without  any  audi  in- 
novation as  that  which  we  have  now  aeen. 

It  is  impossible  to  confound  the  recent  measur^i  of  the  Pope 
with  the  division  of  Scotland  into  dioceses  by  the  Episcojml 
Church,  or  the  arrangement  of  districts  in  Englwid  by  the  Wes- 
leyan  Conference. 

There  is  an  assumption  of  power  in  all  the  documents  which 
have  come  from  Rome, — a  pretension  to  supremacy  over  the  realm 
of  England,  and  a  claim  to  sole  and  undivided  sway,  winch  is  in- 
consistent with  the  Queen's  supremacy,  with  the  rights  of  our 
bishops  and  clergy,  and  with  the  spiritual  independence  of  the 
nation,  as  asserted  even  in  Roman  Catholic  times* 

**  I  confeia,  however,  that  my  alarm  is  not  equal  to  my  indig- 
nation. 

**  Even  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  mtnbters  and  servants  of  tiie 
Pope  in  this  ooontry  have  not  transgressed  the  law,  I  feel  per> 

suaded  that  we  are  strong  er^ough  to  repel  any  outward  attacks* 
The  liberty  of  Protestantism  has  been  enjoyed  too  lone:  in  Eng- 
land to  allow  of  any  successful  attempt  to  impose  a  foreign  yoke 
upon  our  minds  and  consciences.  No  foreign  prince  or  potentate 
will  be  permitted  to  fasten  his  fetters  upon  a  nation  which  ha^  so 
long  and  no  nobly  vindicated  its  right  to  freedom  ut  opinion,  civil, 
political,  and  religious. 

*(  Upon  this  subject,  then,  I  will  only  say  that  the  present  state 
of  the  law  shall  be  earefttUy  examined,  and  the  propriety  of  adopt- 
ing  any  proceedings  with  reference  to  the  recent  assumptions  of 
power  deliberately  considered. 

There  is  »  danger,  however,  which  alarms  me  modi  more 
than  any  aggression  of  a  foreign  sovereign. 

**  Clergymen  of  our  own  Church,  wlio  have  subscribed  the 
Thirty-Nine  Articles,  and  acknowledged  in  explicit  terms  the 
Qu<  *  us  supremacy,  have  been  the  most  forward  in  leading  their 
tiocks,  '  step  by  step,  to  the  very  verge  of  the  precipice.'  The 
h  onour  paid  to  saints,  tiie  chum  of  infallibility  for  the  Church, 
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thft  tupontitioiiB  use  of  the  ugn  of  the  orosB,  the  muttering  of  the 
Litaigy  so  as  to  disgube  the  language  in  which  it  is  written,  the 
recommeiMUtion  of  auricular  confession,  and  the  administration 

of  penance  and  absolution — all  the<o  tliin;^  are  pointed  out  Ky 
clergymen  of  the  Church  of  Knglaud  as  worthy  of  adoption,  and 
are  now  openly  reprehondi'd  by  the  Bishop  of  London  in  his 
charpo  to  the  cleriry  of  liis  dit>eesc. 

**  \\  iiat,  then,  is  tlie  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  a  foreign 
j»rince  of  no  great  power,  compared  to  the  danger  within  ^e 
gates  from  the  unworthy  sons  of  the  Church  of  England  hetwlf  f 

"  I  have  little  hope  that  the  propounders  and  framers  of  thete 
innovations  will  desist  from  their  inudious  course.  But  I  rdy 
with  oonfidenoe  on  the  people  of  England,  and  I  will  not  bate  a 
jot  of  heart  or  hope  so  long  as  the  glorious  principles  and  the  Im- 
mortal martyrs  of  the  Reformation  shall  be  held  in  reverence  by 
the  great  mass  of  a  nation  which  looks  with  eont«Mii|>t  on  the 
mummeries  of  superstition,  and  witli  seorn  at  the  laborious  en- 
deavours which  are  now  making  to  eontine  the  intellect  and  en- 
skve  the  soul. — I  remain,  with  great  respect,  &c., 

J.  Hlssell." 

DowMUW  Brasar,  JVbvMiiir  4. 

Meethif^  took  place  over  the  whole  empire.  On  11th 
November,  1850,  a  public  meeting  was  held  in  Edinburgh 
in  the  Music  Hall,  tlie  Lord  Provost  presiding,  to  consider 
what  course  should  be  pursued  regarding  this  aggression* 
The  followinf*  petition  to  the  Queen  was  unanimously 
adopted: — ^<  We,  your  Majesty's  loyal  subjectSi  being  firmly 
attached  to  the  Protestant  fruthi  and  opposed  to  the  prin- 
ciples and  practice  of  the  Chorch  of  Bonie^  approach  yonr 
Majesty  with  feelings  of  devoted  loyalty  and  attachment. 
We  beg,  with  respect,  to  express  oar  indignation  at  the 
recent  flagrant  and  insultini^  aai^reasion  on  the  Protestantism 
of  this  realm  on  the  part  of  tlie  Bishop  t)f  Rome,  and  our 
huniLlc  hoj)e  and  confidence  that  that  agjn*cssion  will  be 
firmly  met  and  resisted  by  your  Majesty's  «^overnmeut,  as 
well  as  bv  all  classes  of  your  Mnjcfjiys  subjects,  in  a  spiiit 
'worthy  of  this  free  and  Protestant  country." 

On  4th  December,  1850,  a  still  iaxger  and  more  in- 
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Huential  fneetin<r  was  hold  in  the  Music  Hall,  of  the  Pro- 
testant inhabitants  of  KiUnburgh  and  its  vicinitj  opposed 
to  the  recent  Papal  aggression,  and  to  the  public  connte- 

iiaiu'c  i;i\en  in  l\»j»ery  in  its  eiulownioJit,  uiul  tho  iwroij- 
iiiucjii  of  lM)mi>Ii  titles  and  dij^iiitics,  as  well  as  to  tlic  pro^re>.s 
of  Trartariaiii^m  in  this  r<uuitrv,*'— C'liarlfS  Cowan,  Ks(]., 
M.l'.,  ill  tli('  fluiir.  Tile  nu'etini^  was  cntluisiastlc  and  d"- 
tenaiiiud,  in  l\'^i^tiIlLr  this  Papal  nuirivssion, — and  on  lUtU 
DecendxT,  the  Scottish  Anti-Stale  Church  Asso- 

ciation held  a  pul  lir  nu  i  tinix  in  tin*  Mu>ic  Hall,  advocating 
the  same  views  and  de]>recatiiig  this  Papal  inroad. 

The  New  or  Free  CoHefve  at  the  head  of  the  Earthen 
Mound,  the  foundation  of  which  was  laid,  as  formerly  nai^ 
rated,  in  1840,  was  finished  in  1850, — the  Free  High 
Chmvh  occupying  the  east  win«^  of  the  College. 

The  total  cost  of  the  site  and  builUiui^  amounted  to  up- 
wards oi'  1  11  ',00(1. 

Tilt'  ('i)ll(  i^e  was  t'ornially  (»|»eii^.l  oth  Nov-.-'ntlMT.  1^50. 

In  tin*  course  ol'  the  \ear  1S'»(),  the  New  Town  was  ex- 
tended l)v  the  connuencenu'nt  ot"  a  \  ery  elegant  Crescent  on 
the  estate  of  Dean,  a  little  north  of  the  bridge.  Tliongh 
limiting  the  view  from  the  houses  in  Moray  Place,  the 
Crescent  is  higldy  ornamental  to  the  north-west  quarter  of 
Edinburgh. 
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Robert  I.,  who  reigned  in  Scotland  in  the  fourteenth  cen- 
tury, in  the  early  part  of  that  period  brought  a  number  of 
artists  from  Italy. 

James  L  patronised  the  fine  arts,  and  was  himself  a  paint- 
er, and  ao  early  as  his  day  Isaac  and  Peter  Oliver  painted 
miniatores  with  success,  and  also  practised  painting  on 
glass.  James  III.  was  nradi  attached  to  the  fine  arts. 

The  Scottish  painter,  Gteorge  Jameson,  stndied  under 
Rnbens,  and  was  called  the  Scottish  Vandyke.  He  died  in 
1644.  De  Witt  furnished  many  of  the  royal  portraits  for 
the  palace  of  Holyrood. 

AfVer  the  Revolution  tlie  elder  Scougal  was  esteemed  the 
most  eminent  Scottish  painter.  John  Bn])tist  Medina,  a 
native  of  Brussels,  came  from  London  to  Edinburgh  as  a 
historical  painter,  on  the  invitation  of  the  first  Duke  of 
Qtteensberry,  by  whom  he  was  knighted;  he  was  chiefly 
employed  in  portraits.  He  died  at  Edinburgh,  1711.  A 
contemporary  artist,  Paton,  painted  exquisite  miniattires. 
William  Aikman  succeeded  Sir  John  Medina  for  a  short 
time  as  an  eminent  portrait  painter  in  Edinburgh.  The  por- 
trait of  Principal  Oarstairs  in  the  College  library,  is  one  of 
his  productions.  Allan  Ramsay,  the  son  of  the  poet,  also 
ranked  high  as  a  portrait  painter,  as  already  mentioned  in 
the  short  biographic  notice  of  him. 
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Tiie  Board  of  Trustees  for  tiie  Eiicourageinent  of  Arts 
and  Manufactures  in  Scotland,  was  instituted  by  act  of  Fat- 
liament  in  1727^  which  authonzed  George  II.  to  appoint 
trustees  for  overseeing  the  Fisheries  and  Manufactures  nf 
Scotland)  and  to  apply  to  their  encouragement  the  snma 
destined  by  the  treaty  of  Union  and  some  later  statutes. 
This  Board  has  always  had  a  public  office  in  Edinburgh, 
and  has  been  of  very  considerable  benefit  in  the  adyance- 
ment  of  the  fine  arts  in  Scotland  as  well  as  in  forwarding 
the  other  objects  lor  which  it  was  orii^iiially  instituted. 
They  hatl  an  income  of  upwards  of  £4,000  at  their  disposal, 
a  consi'lcrablo  ])(»rtion  of  whicli  (gradually  came  to  be  applied 
to  the  encourajjement  of  tiie  hue  arts. 

The  two  N<»ricS|  Smibert,  aud  John  and  Alexander  Kun- 
ciman,  were  eminent  as  paintei*s.  Alexander  Runciman  was 
born  in  Edinburgh,  1736.  After  studying  in  Italjhewas 
ap|K>inted  in  1771)  by  the  Trustees  for  the  Encouragement 
of  Arts  and  Manu&cturesy  as  master  of  the  academy  they 
had  established  in  Edinburgh  for  the  study  of  drawing,  which 
is  entitled  the  School  of  Design,  and  Runciman  executed 
many  superior  historical  pictures.  De  la  Cour  and  Paviloo 
were  the  first  masters  of  this  academy,  instituted  about  the 
middle  of  the  century.  Alexander  Kunciman  died  in  £din« 
burgh,  1785. 

Jacob  More,  a  distinguished  landscape  painter,  was 
born  in  Edinburgh  1743,  and  died  in  1796. 

On  Hunciman*s  death,  David  Allan,  of  whom  there  is  a 
short  biographic  notice  in  an  earlier  paii;  of  this  volume,  suc- 
ceeded liim  as  master  of  the  Trustees'  Drawing  Academy, 
He  again,  was  succeeded  in  1797  by  John  Graham, 
after  a  competition  by  spe  cimen  pictures  with  several 
other  candidates  for  the  office,  and  among  his  pupils  were 
the  afterwards  celebrated  names — Sir  David  Wilkic,  Sir 
William  AUan,  Alexander  Frasor,  the  two  Buniets,  Ged- 
dcs;  and  i^itrick  Gibson.    Graham  was  succeeded  in  1616 


Digitized  by  Google 


FINE  ABm 


591 


by  Atl  lrew  Wilson;  and  Sir  William  AUaii  and  Thomas 
Duncan  respectively  succeeded  Wilson. 

A  public  exhibition  of  paintin<i^s  by  Scottish  artists  was 
first  opened  in  Edinburgh  iu  1808,  in  a  place  called  the 
Lyceum  or  Core's  Koomfl|  in  Nicolson  Street — from  1809 
to  1813  the  exhibition  was  held  in  Raeborn's  (afterwards 
Sir  Heniy)  homey  York  Plaoe^  pvodacing  a  yearly  average 
of  nearly  £400  free  proceeds  to  the  artists;  bat  probably 
from  a  want  of  any  legal  constitution  among  the  member^ 
or  a  safficiently  fixed  mode  of  working,  these  exbibitions, 
though  highly  popular  and  tending  to  diffuse  a  taste  for  the 
fine  arts  in  Edinburgh,  ceased  in  1813;  when  the  society  of 
artists  who  had  contributed  the  pictures  ^vas  dissolved. 

In  1819  the  Royal  Institution  for  the  cncourao;enient  of 
the  Fine  Arts  in  Scotland,  had  its  ori<:rin  as  a  private  asso- 
ciation, framed  on  the  model  of  the  British  Institution  of 
London^  and  consisted  not  of  artists  but  admirers  of  art 
wiions^and  fostered  the  public  taste  in  that  direction.  The 
first  object  was  to  have  exhibitions  of  the  pictures  of  ancient 
masters  firom  private  collections^  to  which  professional  artists 
might  have  access  for  stndy.  Exhibitions  of  this  description 
accordingly  took  place  in  1819  and  1820>  followed  in  1821, 
1882, 1824,  and  1825,  by  exhibitions  of  pictures  from  the 
studios  of  living  artists,  which  were  held  in  rooms  taken  for 
the  purpose,  at  ^Vate^l()o  Place.  It  then  became  desirable 
to  j)rovide  a  suitable  building,  and  in  a  more  central  situation 
of  the  New  Town,  for  these  exliibitions;  and  after  a  different 
arrangement  having  failed,  it  was  agreed  that  a  handsome 
public  building  should  he  supplied  by  the  Board  of  Trustees 
for  Scottish  Ai  ts  and  ^lanufactures,  which  was  accordingly 
erected  at  the  foot  of  the  Earthen  Mound,  and  is  now  known 
under  the  name  of  the  Royal  Institution  buildings, — a  splen- 
did temple  of  art,  where  tiie  Boyal  Society,  and  other  public 
bodies  requiring  accommodation,  became  the  tenants  of  the 
Board  of  Thsstees.  In  1824  the  Duectoxs  of  this  Institution 
assumed  as  associates  some  profossional  artists  in  Edinburgh. 
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In  Febiniarv,  1820,  tlio  Institution  began  to  occupy  two  of 
the  gallerie^j  in  this  l)iulclini:,  where  they  o})ened  anutliL-r  ex- 
hibition of  modern  paintint;s,  and  in  October  the  same  year 
the  Directors  of  the  Institution,  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Peter 
Spalding  of  lleriot  Kow,  succeeded  to  a  bequest  of  £lO|OOOy 
for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  fund,  the  interest  or  annual 
proceeds  whereof  to  be  applied  for  ever  for  the  support 
of  decayed  and  superannuated  associated  artists  belonf^ng 
to  the  Institution  for  the  Encouragement  of  the  Fine  Arts 
in  Scotland." 

In  1827  the  Institution  obtained  a  charter  of  incorpora* 

tion  from  povemment,  and  consequently  then  became  "  the 

Rnyal  Institution  for  the  Encouragement  of  the  Fine  Asia 
in  Scotland." 

The  Koyal  Institution,  however  well  intended,  failed  to 
give  satistaction  to  the  general  body  of  artists,  and  conse- 
quently the  Scottish  Academy  of  painting,  sculpture^  and 
architecture,  was  founded  27th  Majr,  18269  being  an  associa- 
tion of  artists,  who^  by  their  own  exertiona,  might  be  enabled 
to  promote  the  cultivation  of  the  fine  arts  in  Scotlandi  and 
formed  with  some  modifications  on  the  model  of  the  Boyal 
Academy  of  London. 

The  Scottish  Academy  opened  their  first  exhilntion  an 
February,  1827,  with  distinguished  success,  and  besides  the 
proceeds  of  tlie  exhibition,  sold  pictures  to  the  amount  of 
upwards  of  £500.  Their  second  and  third  exhibition  took 
place  in  rooms  at  Waterloo  Place;  and  before  opening  their 
fourth  annual  exhibition,  there  was  in  1829,  a  union  Ibnued 
between  the  original  members  of  the  Scottish  Academy 
and  the  twenty-four  associates  of  the  Royal  Institution* 
Henry  Cockbum,  Advocate,  (afVerwards  Lord  Cockbum,) 
and  the  Solicitor  General,  John  Hope^  subsequently  Lord 
Justice  Clerk,  being  umpires  to  arrange  the  terms  of  union. 
In  1835,  by  an  arrangement  made  with  the  Board  of 
Manufactures  and  the  Royal  Institution,  the  Scottish 
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Academy  opened  their  annual  exiiibition  in  the  B.oyaL  la- 
stitutioii  Buildings,  where  it  continued  for  twenty  yean. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  have  also  a  large  and  extensive 
gallery  of  caats  in  the  Royal  Institation  buildings,  where 
stadente  are  botih  taiight  and  allowed  to  copy.  Robert  Soott 
Lauder,  an  eminent  painter,  is  Director  the  antiqae  de- 
partment, assisted  by  John  Ballantyne,  who,  with  the  aid  of 
Wm.  Crawibrd,  acts  as  Professor  or  teacher  of  the  colour 
class;  whilst  of  tlie  ornamental  fresco  and  arcliitoctural  sec- 
tion, AlexaiuLr  Christie  holds  the  appuiatment  of  Director 
and  Professor,  with  tlie  assistance  of  E.  W.  Dallas,  and 
is  attended  hy  numerous  pupils,  who,  in  this  valuahie  aca- 
demy, receive  free  instruction.  The  Royal  Institution 
huildings  cost  somewhere  about  £60,000  or  £70,000,  and 
the  New  National  Gallery  about  £50,000. 

Among  the  roqst  eiiiiueut  painters  whom  the  Modem 
Athens  produced  in  the  earlier  portion  of  the  first  half  of 
the  19th  centur>',  may  be  named  John  Thomson  of  Dud- 
dingston,  Sir  Henry  Raebum,  Sir  David  Wilkie,  Andrew 
Greddes,  H.  W.  Williams,  known  par  exeeUenee,  as  Cheeum 
WUlxaim,  William  Nicholson,  and  Sir  William  Allan. 

Among  the  most  distinguished  painters  Edinburgh  has 
called  forth  at  the  present  day,  are  David  Roberts,  whose 
name  ranks  very  high  as  a  British  artist,  from  liis  beautiful 
delineations  of  the  scenery  of  Egypt  and  the  Holy  Land,  and 
his  other  great  pictures;  indeed  his  name  is  almost  unrival- 
led in  his  own  department;  Sir  John  Watson  Gordon,  Col- 
vin  Smith,  Graham  Gilbert  as  portrait  painters;  Geoi^ 
Harvey,  James  Dmmmond,  J.  Noel  Paton,  J.  O.  Hous- 
ton, Charles  Lees,  Eckibrd  Lauder,  and  R.  T.  Ross  as  his- 
torical painters;  Horatio  M'Culloch,  and  D.  O.  HiU,  as 
landscape  painters. 

An  Association  for  the  Promotion  of  the  Fine  Arts  in 
St  ul land,  was  conmieneed  at  f^dinburgh  in  1834.  The  ob»- 
ject  was  accomplished  by  obtaining  a  large  number  of  sniv 

S(*j:ibers  at  one  guinea  j)er  annum, — the  Association  ap- 

2  i* 
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pointing  a  Committee  of  MRoagement,  who  pmduued  choioe 
pictures  firom  the  exhibitions  of  the  Scottish  AcBdemy, 
which  pictures  were  distributed  among  the  members  by 
drawing  for  prizes  at  an  annual  public  meeting.  Besides 
these,  engravings  from  some  of  the  best  of  those  prizes  were 
executed  and  distributed  among  the  whole  body  of  the  sub- 
scri  bet's. 

So  successful  was  this  Art-Union,  that  from  the  year  of 
its  institution,  1834,  to  the  year  1847,  nj)\vards  of  £55,OUU 
sterlintr  was  len-ivud  by  this  Association  for  the  promotion 
of  arty  aiid  at  tlie  latter  ]x>nod  they  obtained  a  royal  charter 
of  incorporation,  in  which  the  lords  of  the  }>n\  Y  ooundl 
made  it  a  condition  that  a  certain  per  ceutage  of  their  annual 
subscriptions  should  be  set  aside  to  aceamnlate  for  the  pui^ 
pose  of  gradually  obtaining  a  gallery  of  modem  paintings. 

Sir  James  Brskine  of  Torrie^  Baronet,  bequeathed  his 
considerable  collection  of  pictui'es,  marbles,  and  bronzes  in 
1H24,  to  the  College  of  EdinbnrLli,  under  trust  of  the  heir  of 
entail  of  liis  estate  of  Torrie,  and  the  Loi'd  Provost  of  the 
city,  and  tlie  Slieriff  of  the  county.  This  collection  wns  re- 
ceived into  the  I'niversitv  of  Kdiidjurifh  in  but  was 
removed  in  1845  for  its  better  preservation  to  tlie  Koyal  In- 
stitution buildings,  Eartiien  Mound,  in  terms  of  an  agree- 
ment between  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  Arts  and  Manu- 
factures,  and  the  Trustees  of  the  Torrie  collection,  where  it 
has  been  exhibited  gratuitously  to  the  pubhc  along  with  some 
other  celebrated  pictures. 

This  collection  is  to  be  transferred  to  the  adjoining  build- 
ing, tlie  New  National  Gallery  of  Art 

The  art  of  engraving,  previous  to  the  middle  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  was  ])rincipall\-  practised  by  fureignei's, 
and  did  not  extend  much  beyond  portraits  and  hook  cuts. 
Sir  Robert  Strange  was  the  first  native  artist  eminent  un  a 
iiistorical  engraver.  Ue  was  born  in  Orkney  1721,  and  re- 
ceived his  first  lessons  from  Richard  Cooper  of  £dinburgli. 
Ilis  engravings  are  about  fifty  in  number,  and  were  chiefly 
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from  pictures  by  Raphael,  Coireggio,  and  other  eminent 
painten  of  the  Italian  school.  Andrew  Bell,  the  original 
projector  of  the  £ncyclop£edia  Britannica,  was  an  engraver 
of  some  repute  in  his  day,  bat  of  no  great  eminence. 

Engraving  on  wood,  which  was  the  most  ancient  mode  of 
the  mock  impn>v«U   LoM.  <^  Edinlnugh  di<- 

played  considerable  skill  in  this  department,  and  Bewick  of 
Newcastle's  wood  engravings  of  birds  and  qnadrupeds  wens 
admirable. 

Lithogruphy,  or  drawing  and  engraving  on  stone,  is  :i 
modern  invention,  and  now  presents  most  beautiful  speci- 
mens of  art. 

Photography,  which  has  been  known  under  the  various 
names  of  Daguerrotype  and  Calotype,  is  the  art  of  almost 
instantaneously  taking  transcripts  from  nature,  and  portraits 
of  living  individuals  or  groups,  by  the  action  of  the  rays  of 
the  sun.  The  brash  or  the  pencil  of  a  painter  may  err,  but 
pictures  produced  by  this  wonderful  modem  invention  must 
be  correct  to  the  naked  eye,  though  it  is  known,  optically 
speaking,  that  they  are  subject  to  certain  inaccuracies,  and 
it  seems  an  art  snsceptible  of  daily  improvement 

It  lias  been  remarked  tliat  arcliiteoture  for  long  could 
scarcely  be  considered  an  art  or  Mitiu  e  in  Scotland,  Uut 
when  one  surveys  the  splendid  ruins  of  the  abbeys  of  Ko^lin, 
Dunfermline,  ^li'hose,  Jedburgh,  Kelso,  Elgin,  Kirkwall, 
Glasgow  and  Holyrood,  the  truth  of  the  obsen'ation  becomes 
more  tlian  doubtful.  The  palace  of  Holyrood  was  designed 
by  Sir  William  Bruce,  about  the  end  of  the  seventeenth 
century.  The  Gothic  of  King  James  was  the  prevailing 
style  in  B«dinbturgh|  as  exhibited  in  the  Old  Parliament 
House  and  Inigo  Jones'  beautiful  design  of  Heriofs  Hos- 
pital. 

The  fhmily  of  the  Milnes  were  distinguished  in  the  Scot- 
tish metropolis  as  builders  and  architocts:  one  of  them  built 
Holvroodhouse  from  the  desifrn«?  of  Sir  William  Bruet-. 

Kobert  Adam,  of  whom  a  i>io^aphic  notice  hps  already 
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l)een  c^iven,  ranked  hiixli  as  an  architect,  and  prepared  the 
orirrinnl  (lesiirn  ot  tiie  Kegister  Hoiu$e  and  the  New  Edin- 
burgh University. 

James  Gillespie,  afterwards  Gillespie  Graham  of  Orchill^ 
was  an  architect  of  considerable  name.  He  designed  nu- 
merous churches.  The  spire  of  the  Victoria  Hall,  Castle 
Hill,  with  its  accessaries^  certainly  testify  to  his  architect- 
ural skill* 

Robert  Reid,  a  native  architect,  designed  the  modem 
front  of  the  Parliament  House,  St.  George's  church,  the 
Custom  House  at  Leith,  and  several  other  public  building. 

Richard  Crichtoii  was  also  an  Kdinburgli  architect  of 
some  cclebritv. 

William  bturk  was  eminent  as  an  arcliitect  in  Edinburiih, 
and  desiiined  the  beautiful  interior  of  the  Libraries  of  the 
Writers  to  the  Signet  and  tlie  Advocates,  which  remind  the 
spectator  somewhat  of  the  Louvre  at  PariSi  Stark  died  in 
1813. 

Archibald  Elliot  was  architect  of  the  County  Hall — ^the 
beautiful  portico  of  which  was  taken  from  the  Eiycthseum 
at  Athens — of  the  Regent  Bridge— «nd  the  New  prisons  at 
the  Calton.   Thomas  Hamilton,  whose  name  ranks  high  in 

the  profession,  was  the  original  architect  for  the  new  im- 
provements of  Edinburgh,  wliich  were  earned  on  in  an  en- 
tirely different  manner  from  the  plans  he  proposed,  and  of 
the  spK'iidid  building  on  the  Calton  Hill  for  the  new  High 
School,  and  the  new  Physician's  Hall,  Queen  Street. — Wil- 
liam Playfair  has  had  the  Earthen  Mound,  with  its  temples 
of  art,  and  the  Free  College  under  his  peculiar  charge;  and 
Kemp,  a  self-taught  genius,  who  studied  Gothic  arcliitectuxe 
from  the  beautiful  fanes  of  early  architecture  at  Mehroae  and 
other  ancient  Scottish  as  well  as  continental  Abbeys,  produced 
the  superb  structure  reared  in  Prince's  Street  to  the  memory 
of  the  Scottish  Shakspeare. 

The  beautiful  art  of  sculpture  was  not  much  encouraged  in 
Edinburgh  in  early  days,  The  line  statue  of  Duncan  Forbes 
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in  the  Parliament  House,  was  from  the  chisel  of  Roubilliuc, 
a  distinguished  foreign  sculptor.  In  our  own  day,  Lawrence 
McDonald,  a  young  artist  of  distinguished  poetical  talent, 
breftthed  something  like  life  and  beauty  into  marble^  and  was 
sttoeessfiil  both  as  a  sculptor  of  human  beings  and  quad- 
rupeds.  He  has  had  bis  studio  in  the  ^  eternal  city  "  nearly 
a  quarter  of  a  centuiy.  John  SteeU^  scnlptor  to  the  Qneeu 
for  Scotland}  has  given  ttiU  life  to  manjr  a  familiar  form  in 
his  stataes  and  busts,  snch  as  Qaeen  Victoria,  Wellington 
and  Chalmers.  Calder  Marshall  is  a  native  of  the  Scottish 
metropolis,  though  now  exercising  his  profession  as  a  distin- 
^lislied  sculptor  in  London.  Alexander  Ilandyside  Kitchie 
and  William  Brodie  also  excel  in  tiiis  department  of  art. 

William  Bum,  David  Bryce,  and  David  Bhind,  have 
oontribated  considerably  to  the  public  architectnre  of  £din- 
bofgh, 

Geovge  Watson,  a  distinguished  porfcrait  painter,  was  the 
first  Prudent  of  the  Scottl^  Academy  of  Paintiiig^  Sculp- 
ture and  Architecture.  On  his  death  in  1837,  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  WiUiam  Allan,  who  was  knighted  in  1842*  John 
Watson  Gordon  succeeded  as  President  of  the  Scottish 
Academy  in  1850,  on  the  demise  of  Sir  William  AUan, 
and  had  the  honour  of  knighthood  conferred  on  liim  soon 
after  on  account  of  his  eminence  as  a  painter,  and  as  a  com- 
pliment to  the  fine  arts  in  Scotland.  A  public  dinner  was 
given  to  Sir  John  AVatson  Gordon  in  Edinburgh,  on  13tli 
December,  1850, — ^Professor  Wilson  in  the  chair,  when  about 
two  hundred  gentlemen  were  present. 
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t^ueen  Mary  leaves  Cdioburgh  for  France,       .  .  154^ 

Mary  of  Ontte,  Queen  Dowager  of  Hcotknd,  builds  a  residence,  Uly  tli's 

Close,  north  side  of  Caatlehill,  .  ,  .  ,  ,  1590 
Leith  erected  into  a  birony  by  Mary  of  Otiioe,  ,         .  i  r>55 

Kraines  or  Luckenbooths  built,  .....  1^95 
Maritut  for  Linen  aud  Woollen  Cloth  appointed  to  be  hehl  between 

HIackfriars  Wynd  and  Netherbow,  .        ,        .  1595 

Ordered  back  npatti  to  Land  or  I^nndmariMt,        •  .  ,  15')7 

Edinburgh  Castle,  Palace  and  8<juare,  .  .  ,  \bb*i 

Ifolyrood  Chapel  back  htairs  demolished,  .         ,         ,  1&59 

Monastery  4^  Oveyfrian  demolished,  ....  1569 
(  om  Markf^t  removed  from  Marlin'i  Wynd  to  tbn  OraaMnitkot,  1560 
Ilalkerston's  Wynd  (Jatc  fifctcd,  ....  15G0 

College  Church  (jiatc  erected,      .  .  .  .  ,  1560 

Mary  of  Guise,  Queen  Dowager  of  Seotland,  died  in  the  Ckatia,  1680 

Mary,  Queen  of  Scots,  returns  from  France  to  Edinburgh,  .  1561 

Old  TollKxith  rebuilt,  and  called  High  Uounoil  U<Wie  Or  New 

Tolbooth,      .......  1562 

QuoOQ  Mary  married  to  Damley  at  Holyrood,  .        .  1505 

Superiority  of  Leith  given  to  Edinburgh  in  seenrily  for  money  bor- 

rowed  by  Queen  Mjiry,  .....  1565 

Ktzzio  murdered  at  Holy ri>od,  ....  1566 

Jamea  VL  bora  in  Edinlmrgh  Castle,       ....  1566 

Trinity  College  Hospital,  foot  of  Leith  Wynd,  bestowed  bj  the 
Repfent  Murnty  on  8ir  Simott  Fnaton,  Provoit,  and  givaa  bj  bim 
to  the  city  for  the  poor,  .         .         .         .  .1567 

First  Netheibow  port  erected,    .         .         ,         .        ,  1571 
Royal  Mint,  Gray's  Close,  Cowgate,         ....  1674 

First  High  School  founded,       .....  1578 

James  VI.  enters  the  city  by  the  West  Port,        ,         ,         .  1579 
Unirersity  founded  by  James  VL,       ....  1581 

Earl  of  Morton,  ragent,  beheaded,  ....  1681 

Warn.ston'b  Cloae,  ......  1583 

Clock  erected  on  St.  Giles'  Spire,     .....  1585 

Lower  Cemetery  at  the  Cowgate  converted  into  a  Meal  Market,  1587 
Jaaua  VL  and  bin  <^ie«a,  Anne  of  Dmmaik,  landed  at  Lslth,  1560 
CAnongate  Jail  built,      ......  1591 

Hi!?h  School  Riot,  Hailie  .M'Moran  ^llot,      ....  1595 

Year  of  dearth,  called  the  iilack  Year,  .  .  .  15i)6 
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Princofx  EHzfi1>et>i.  dnnt^Vit-r  of  James  VI.,  afterwards  Qaeen  of  lio- 

hemia,  from  whoiu  is  descended  the  Uoase  of  Hanover,  baptised 

ftt  Holyrood   IMS 

SiMlde  of  8t  Giles'  ceased  to  be  the  common  Prison,  .  1599 

Second  NetherKo^v  Pnrt  erected,  a  little  east  of  the  former,  1606 
Heniy  Andersou  obtaiued  patent*  to  run  coaches  between  Edinburgh 

and  Ldth   1610 

(NdGrL  vfi  iuis  (liarcbiSMUided,     .....  161S 

The  CiDss,  Higfi  Street,  repaired  miLl  n  l  uiU,  .  1617 

HL  Thomas's  Chapel  and  Alms-house,  Canongate,  sold  hy  the  Chap- 

lidns  and  Beadamen  to  Ifagtftntea  of  CSuiongate,  16t? 

Moray  House,  Canongate,  built,  ....  1618 

Hospltjil  of  Onr  !  r<dy,  foot  of  Leith  Wfiid,  oooTtrtod  Into  a  Woik- 

house  for  the  poor,        ......  1619 

Gudinal  Beaton's  House,  filackfriar's  Wynd,  built,  .  ^  1619 
Tnined  Bands  of  the  citiiena  to  leam  militaiy  eseidaet  in  caae  of 

wftr — commenced — 8  companies  200  each,  .         ,  1626 

Superiority  of  Barony  of  Uroughton  purchased  by  Kdinbargh,  1626 

Heriot's  Hospital  oommeiiced,  ....  1628 

BulianMot  Hoose  Mding,  flomoMnoed,  1683 

Edinhurgh  made  an  Episcopal  see,  by  Charles  I.,       .         .  1633 

St.  Thomns*8  Chapel  sold  to  be  the  Canon sratp  Poor's  Iloase,       .  1634 

First  regular  Fust  established  between  Ldiuburgh  and  Loudon,  1635 
Superiority  of  Ouongate,  Broogliton,  and  North  Leith,  pnreluMed  by 

Edinburgh,  ......  1636 

Solemn  League  and  Covenant  signed  at  Crrpyfriars  Church-yard,  1638 

Tron  Church,  then  called  Christ's  Church,  iuunded,         .         .  1637 

FiriiamettI  HoQM  bunding,  flaiahed,    ....  1640 

Edinburgh  dirided  into  six  parishes,         ....  1641 

Solemn  Leagne  and  CoTooaot  sworn  to  in  St.  Qiiea',  .         .  1643 

Tron  Church  opened,         .         ,         .         .         .         .   ,  1647 

Bnporioritf  ofForteburgh  pmehaMdbjBffinlmigb,    .  1648 

Imperial  Chnm  of  St  Oiles' Spire  repidied,         *        .        .  1646 

Oliver  Cromwell  ft rrives  in  Kdinhnrgh,  .         •         .  1650 

Marqnia  of  Montrose  executed  in  Edinbiurgh,       .         .         .  1661 

Lady  Teelef*a  Cbnroh  foondod,  ....  1666 

Borough  Loch  with  its  MarslKs,  let  to  John  Straltoo,     .        .  1658 

Heriot's  Hospital,  cotnpl(jte<l,     .....  1659 

Marquis  of  Argyle  executed  in  Edinburgh,  •         •         .  1661 

Kiofps  Stables,  back  of  Gastle,  poiobaaad  Ij  the  Cftf ,  1661 

Number  of  Hackney  Coaches  in  tin  etty— Twenty,         .         .  1678 

Holyrood  Palace,  Charles  II.,  ....  1674 

Uolyrood  repaired  for  the  Duke  of  York,  afterwards  James  IL,  and 

his  Duchess  Anne  of  Modena,  ....  1679 

FortatlbotofHalkenton*a  Wyndareeled,  1680 

Merchant  Company  incorporated,  ....  1C81 

Water  hmnght  to  Edinburgh  from  Comiston  bj  ]^pcs,  .  1681 

Royal  College  of  Physicians  incorporated,  .       *  .         .  1681 

Adrooatea^  Uhnxf  fbonded,   168S 

Statue  of  Charles  n.  erected  in  PiirUanrantflqvm,         .         .  168'> 

Old  Exchange,  Fartiameat  Square,      ....  1685 
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Jaines  IT.  pro<  I  UM  ,  a  KJogftt  EdisboxglH           .         »         ,  16R5 

Canongate  Church  built,          •         .         .         •         •  16tM> 

WilUam  Mkl  Ibiy  prooldaMd  at  Ediaburgb,  1689 

Mill's  Court,  Lawnmarket,  built,         .         .         •         «  1690 

Bank  of  Scotland, '^>sfor(l'8  Close,  Lawnnuurket,            .         .  1696 

Old  Morchjut  Mtudva  iiuepital,  fiiisto  Street,           .         .  1696 

Uaddo't  Hole  Choreb,   1«M 

Qrtt  Fire  in  Edinburgh.         .....  1700 

Portatfoot  orilalkerstoa'A  W/iidokMdiipi»       .         .         .  1700 

TnuUitt'  Maiden  Hospital,         .....  1704 

Regalift  deposited  In  the  Ckede,     .        .        •        .        .  1707 

Society  for  l*ri>[Migatiiig  ChriBtian  Knowledge,            •          .  1709 

Spiro  of  01(1  (^ruyfriArs  Chaicli.  oeed M  A pofuder nagiciM;  banitk  1714 

First  West  iJock,  Leitb,  formdd,         .         .         •         .  1720 

AeMOibly  Roomi,  Old  AnenUj  doae,     ....  17%0 

Mew  Greyfriara  Church,           .....  1711 

Hamn  8mitli's  Kpi.scopil  niapi  l,  Rlackfriars  Wjmd,  .  .  ITU 
Borough  Loch,  now  the  ^leadows,  let  to  Tbomaa  Hope  for  57  years, 

hence  called  Hope  Park,  .....  1723 
Bottd  of  Seotlifh  Trottoee  for  Bnoonraj^  manofiKctaie  at  XiaeB 

and  W.jollcn  cloth,  locmed,  and  opened  tbe  BAlUk  Ham  OOoe, 

I'arHamunt  Clo;**?.           ......  1727 

Royal  Uank,  iioyai  Bank  Close,  near  the  Cross,                  .  1727 

J«Bei*t  Omift,       .......  1717 

Board  of  Trustees  instituted,              .         .         .         .  1727 

St.  C  rili*'*.  Hall,  Niddry'H  Wynd,            ....  17-28 

Royal  iiank  began  to  issue  Notes,        ....  17$2 

Old  Orpban  Hoepltal  fbonded,  Dingwall  Fwk,  Fhytie  GMrdone,  1784 

Tho.\tn>,  Ganabfaet*a  Cloae,  bnik  Iqr  Allan  BaiiiMj,       «  1735 

!'nrtooii-<  Mob,  1736 

Koyal  luiirmar^'  building  founded,            ....  17S8 

Gooigo  WaCion*B  Hbepiial  fiNmded,     ....  1718 

George  Watson't  Hospital  opened,          ....  1741 

rhsrity  Work  House  buUl,       .         .         .         .         .  1743 

British  Linen  Company,  1746 

Theatre,  Gaaongate,  built,       .        •        .        .        .  1740 

OMrmbber's  Ooae  Chafwl,  built,     •         •         .         •         .  1746 

stattic  of  Pre.x'iilLut  Dimoan  Fotbet,  FarlUunent  Eooie,  oieofeed,  1752 

Royal  £xc)mnp;c  t'l  uudud,         •         •         •         •         •  1768' 

Assembly  Rooturt,  Ikill's  Wynd,     .         .        .         •        •  1760 

Oroaa,  High  Street^  pulled  down,         .         .        .         .  1756 

Old  Bncrlrnicb  Chapel,  Cross  Causeway,     .          .          .          •  1757 

Koof  of  Uulyrood  Chapel  repaired,        .         •         •         •  1758 

Canoiigate  Charity  Work  House,            ,        .        •        .  1701 

Sfc.Oeollia'ftHatt.MlddiyStnet,                         .        .  1762 

Netherbow  Port  removed,    .«••••  1764 

Specnlativo  Society  instituted,             •         .         •         •  1764 

BritiHh  LincQ  Uai^  opened  by  the  Boaidof  Tmitoei,      ,        •  1700 

George  Square,           ......  1700 

Rose  Court,  Thistle  Street,   1766 

North  Bridge  foonded,   1766 
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Botanic  Gkudem,  Leith  Walk,  Ibnirad,  .        -  .1767 

New  T.nvn  commonced,  •  .  •  •  •  1767 
Oaelic  Chap«l,  Castle  Wynd,         •         .         .         .  .1767 

RoofofHolyrood  Chapel  fell  in,          ....  1768 

St  John  fltreet,  Canongate,          .....  1768 

Tlieatre. Royal,  Shakf^pcarc  SqiMU»,       ....  1769 

St  Bernard's  Mineral  WoU,           .....  1769 

North  Bridge,  piurt  of  it  fell,      .....  1769 

Coirgato  EpifoofMl  Chapttl  foondAd,         ....  1771 

Royal  Phrsical  S«>ciety  insdliited,       ....  1771 

North  Bridge  rc  npfmcfi           .....  1772 

Ladj  Glenorchy's  Ch&pei,  Physio  Gardens,          .         .         .  1774 

Register  H<WM  fcnnded,         .....  1774 

Leith  Walk  formed,   1774 

James's  8<]ii«re  commenced,      .....  1775 

Phystciaa's  Hall,  George  Street,     .....  1775 

8t  OotklwrtPeaiiirehnbidlt,   1775 

Old  Observatoiy,  Cklfeon  Hill,            ....  1776 

Archer's  Hall,  .        .         .         .  .1776 

Dispeneaiy,  Bkhmond  Street,            ....  1776 

Hl^  Sebodlffbol  of  IiiAnnary  Street,      ....  1777 

Royal  College  of  florgeoiie,       .....  1778 

St.  Janif*?'?  Sqiifirft,                                ...»  1779 

Royal  Antiquahau  Society  instituted,  ....  1780 

Bt  Andrew's  Cknidi  foonded,       .....  1781 

Royal  SodetyoCEdbbufh,     .....  1788 

Earthoti  Monnfl,                ......  1783 

Uighlaud  Society  of  Soodand  institaled,         .  1784 

ItloCoriiwIV)pdaoewlio«ttadtHdHiig'8Dieti^  1764 

Eastern  dmston  of  Geoige  Btnt/t,        ....  1784 

South  Hridge  (onnr]ef\,          ■                     .           .          .          ,  178r» 

Town  Guard  Houae,  near  tho  Cross,  pulled  down,       .         .  ]  78/) 

Chamber  of  CbmiMfoaeetahUshed,          ....  1786 

Assembly  Boooaa,  Oeofge  fltMet,        ....  1787 

Booth  Brir?fT-p  opened,           ......  1788 

New  Edinburgh  University,      .....  1789 

Spire  of  St.  Andrew's  Chorch  erected,       ....  1789 

^reor8t.OiikberVs<aiaioh«Mtod,  1789 

yiLiL  rick  Street,               ......  1780 

Amphitheatre  Head  of  Loith  Walk  opened;  afterwards  Corn's  Rooms, 

Pandieon,  and  Adelphi  Theatre,          ....  1790 

Bridewell,  GUtoa  Hni,  ftnndei,         ....  mt 

Castle  Street,  New  Town,  .         .  .1792 

St.  Gt'orge's  Episcopal  Chapel,  York  Place,      .          .          .  1792 

Peony  Post  Office  established,       .....  1793 

Royil  BdiDbnrgk  Voliuiteen  niied,    ....  1794 

Edinburgh  Sabeoflptfoo  Xiknty,  .1794 

York  Place,        .......  1795 

New  Barracks,  Edinburgh  Castle,            ....  1796 

FMdIl  Bunekf,  Jooti  Lodge,       ....  1796 

Msfdalen  Aijlttn,  ClHMNiifile,     .....  1797 
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Bank  Strcrt.  commnnlcation  from  High  Street  to  Che  EarUwil  Mbond,  170B 

Rank  of  tScotiaiid.  iiead  of  Mound,            ....  180it 

iksteru  Wet  Dockn,  LcitU,  eoiuruunccd,  .  .  .  1800 
Wiyte's  House  Muision  remoTed  to  imlw  lOom  ftr  CMUe^e*»  Boe- 

pital,            .......  ISOO 

Charlotte  S<juare.  1800 

Gillespie's  Hospital,      ......  1801 

IMy  Teeter's  New  Choreh,   180S 

Blind  Asylum,  Nicolsoil  Street,           ....  1806 

Picardy  I'lace,         .         .          .         .         .          .        • .  1806 

Eastern  Wet  Docks,  Lcith,  finished,    ....  1806 

The  Subnrb  of  Newington,  before  laid  out  in  pftilti,  now  began  to  be 

built  with  streets  and  Tilhwi              ....  1806 

Nelson^s  M^nnment,       ......  1807 

New  front  on  Parliament  House,    .....  1808 

Wemerien  Boeiety,       ......  1806 

HoTticultunil  Society,         .  .         .         ,         .  .1809 

Middle-  W.  t  Docks.  Lritli  commenced,            .          .         .  1810 

Lunatic  Asylum,  Muiningsidc,       .....  1810 

Dosf  and  Dumb  Asylum,  ChesaePsConrt,  1810 

Commercial  Bank.  Picardy  Place,            ....  1810 

Astronomical  Iiitttitulion,  ..... 

Custom  House,  Lcith,         .....  1812 

Rankeillor  Street,  begun         .....  1819 

Roman  Catholic  Chapel,  Broiightoa  Street,       .         .         .  1813 

National  Si  cnrlty  SiviiipH"  Hank,              •          .         .          •  1813 

Commercial  Bonk,  High  iStrect,           ....  1814 

Methodist  Chnrch,  Nioolson  flqnan,         ....  1814 

St.  George's  Church,  CSiarlotte  Sqoace,           .         .         .  1814 

North  L<  irh  nmn  h,  1814 

Regent  Bridge  founded,           .....  1816 

Nelson's  Honnment  finished,        .        «        •        .        .  1816 

Walk  round  Salisbur}' Crags  formed,     .          •          .          .  1815 

Advocates'  Library,  New  Imilding:,            ....  1816 

New  Merchant  Maiden  liuspltol,  Lauristou,     .         .         «  1816 

Albany  Street  begun  1800,  finished          ....  1816 

Walks  round  Colton  Hill  formed,    .....  1816 

Old  PriHoii.  Ilciirt  of  Mid-Lothian,  pulled  down,         .          •  1817 

Anne  Street,  at  Went  side  of  North  Bridge,  pulled  down,            .  1817 

New  Prison,  Colton  Hill,  completed,     ....  1817 

Coanty  HsU,   1817 

Lriiiduii  StnH'f,  Ix'jmn  ]R03,  fmislicd      .  .  ,  , 

Scottish  Kegalia,  opened  at  the  Castle,       .         .         ,  .1618 

New  Buildings,  North  Bridge,            ....  1818 

St  FSanl*!  Episoopal  Chnpel,  York  Place,                            •  1616 

St.  John's  Episcopal  Chapel,  Princo's  Street,    ...  1818 

Kdhiburgh  and  Glasgow  (  anal  conuucDCcd,         .         •         •  1818 

New  Observatory',  Culton  Hill,            .         .         •         •  1818 

Wettam  Prince's  Street  Gnrdeni,  ....  1618 
Sintne  of  Henry,  first  Viaooont  MoItiIIo,  bj  Cbantiy,  arMtad  in  ooter 

Parliament  iioose,    ......  1818 
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Oerk  STfot   1818 

Uowo  tiuxtt,  begun  1807,  ftuisbcd           ....  1819 

Regent  Bridge  opened,   .         .         .         .         «         .  1819 

First  Royal  Institution  Exhibitioii  oponed,          .         .  1819 

Phrenological  Society,    ......  1820 

Great  King  Street,             ......  1820 

Fettes  Kovr,       .......  1820 

Heitol  Bow  begun  1808,  fiaidMd           ....  1820 

Montague  Street,  1890 

Melville  Monnment,  St.  Andnw  Sqaarc,    ....  1821 

Boy&l  ierrace,             ......  1821 

New  Academy,  Hflndonoii  Bow,  fotmded,  1822. 

School  of  Art establisliad,        .....  1822 

Gloucester  Place,     .......  1822 

India  ikroet,       .   1822 

Btem  Mth'e  £piae<^  Chapel  patted  down,              .  1689 

Queen  Street  Qaj-deus  formed,             •         •         *         .  I  ^'22 

National  Monnment,  Calton  Hill.    .....  Ib22 

Old  Weigh  lluuse,  Lawnmarket  removed,       .          .          .  1822 

New  Aeademy,  Hendoreon  Bow,    .       ^        .        »        .  1828 

Moray  Place,          .......  1822 

MansficM  Placp,                      .          ,          .          .          ,  1823 

Kt.  Uemard's  Church,  Btockbridge,           ....  1823 

NewIngtOB  Chapel  or  Chnrch,            ....  1828 

Horticultural  Society'^  Gardena,  Inverkitili  Bow,            .         .  1824 

St.  Mary's  Chtm-li.  nvlK  viieOteaemt,           .         .         .  1H24 

Tron  Church  Spire  burnt,              .....  1824 

Oil  Oas  Company  UuibUngs,  Taafleld,  1884 

Boyal  Botanic  Gardens,  Invcrleith,           ....  1824 

S  >tti«li  Military  and  Naval  Academy,  Lothian  Road,           .  1825 

iioyal  iustitution  Buildings,          .....  1825 

New  High  School,  Cklton  HUl,  founded,         .         .         .  1825 

Henderson  Row,      ....«,.  1825 

Natiiiniil  Rank,  St.  Andrew  fiqiUUn^      •          .          •          .  1825 

St.  Bernard's  Crescent,       ......  1825 

Bagent  Terraoe,          ......  1825 

Boyal  Bank,  8t.  Andrew  Bqnara,            ....  1825 

Annandale  Street,          ......  1825 

llitddington  Place,            ......  1825 

Hope  Crescent,             ......  1826 

John  Watson's  Hoapttal,  Dean,              ....  1828 

Nfw  L<  iili  Pier  rommonced.      .....  1826 

(^rcus  Place  Academy,  New  Town,          ....  1826 

Edinburgh  and  Dalkeith  Railway,       ....  1826 

Soottish  Academy  of  Fainting,  flMlptara,  and  AnUtectnio,  1826 

fieortro  IV. 's  Pnili;e,          ......  1827 

S(.  Stephen's  Church,               .....  1828 

en,  Giles's  Cathedral  renorated,     .....  1829 

Dn^ald  Slewmrlfa  Monnment,  Gdton  HIU,  1830 

College  of  Surpeons'  Mnsoum,        .....  18.S0 

Goorge  IV.'a  Stotue,  George  Street,     ....  18S1 
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HiynBooflteftige,  Qoeensbeny  Home,  Oinottgate,  .  1832 

Pitt  Statue,  George  Street,        .....  1888 

DeAu  Bridge,  Water  of  Ltulii,        .....  1888 

New  Orphan  Huspiul,  Dean,    .         .         .         .         •  1888 

Eqaestrian  Statue  of  the  Earl  of  Hopetonii,  St.  Andrew  Bqwue,  1884 

Leith  Walk  ToU  removed,        .         .         .         .         .  1834 

West  Bow.  great  pu  t  of  it  removed,         ....  1835 

.Statue  of  Frederick,  i>uke  of  York,  Esplanade,  Castle  Hill,     _  .  1836 

Dean  Gbordi,     .......  1888 

Silk  Mills,  Fountainbridge,  .         .         .         •  .1836 

New  Club,  rriiices  Street,   1837 

iireeiiside  Church,  ......  1888 

St.  John's  Churoh,  Victoria  Btreet,       ....  1888 

Trinity  Bpleoopal  Chapel,  Dean  Bridge,  .         .         .  ^"^39 

Night  Asylum.  oM  Fiehmarket  Ckwe,  .         .  . 

Zoological  Gardens,  ......  1840 

General  Aaaemblj  or  Victoria  Hall,  Castle  Hill,  .  184t 

Donaldeoa^s  Heepital,  founded,      .....  1842 

Edinljiugh  and  Glasgow  Bank,  .         .         .         .  1»42 

Music  Hail.  George  Sttvet,  .....  1843 

b  rw  Churches,  ......  1848«A 

Statne  of  Qaeen  Victoria,  RAyallnatitatimi,        .  .  1844 

Physicians'  Hall,  George  Street,  pulled  down,  .  .  1844 

Lath  CUenorchy's  Chapel,  Physic  Gardens,  pulled  down,  .  1846 

Normal  School  or  Institution,  Castle  Terrace,  .         .  1846 

Old  GieyArian  Chmeh  burnt,        .....  1845 

'i'rinity  Hospital  pulled  down,    .....  1846 

North  British  Railway  upcnod,  1846 

Territorial  Church,  West  i'ort,  ....  1846 

Physictana^  Hall,  Qaeen  etceet,         ....  1846 

New  or  Free  College,  head  of  Ivirthen  Mound,  founded,  .  1846 

Excise  Office,  Belle vnc  House,  Dmmmond  Place;  pulled  down,  1846 
Statue  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  placed  in  his  Monument,  Prince's  Street,  1846 

Original  Ragged  or  Indoatrial  School,       ....  1847 

Commercial  Bank,  George  Street,        ....  1847 

United  Industrial  School,     ......  1847 

Trinity  College  Cliurch  pulled  down,  .         .         .  1848 

Cbledonian  Bailway  opened,         .....  1848 

Mary  of  Gueldres,  Queen  of  James  II.,  disinterred,  on  Trinity  College 

Cliurch  bciiifr  pulled  down,  and  re-interred  at  Holyrood,  i5th  July,  1848 
Western  Bank.  St.  Andrew  Square,  ....  1848 

New  Police  Office,  High  Street,  ....  1840 

Stewart's  Hospital,  Dean,  founded,  ....  1849 

New  0)i-n  Market,  Qraumarket,  ....  1849 

Queen  Street  Hall,        ......  1849 

New  or  Free  College,  Earthen  Hound  opened,      .        .        •  1880 
Clarendon  Crescent,       ......  1850 

British  Linen  Co.  Hank,  St.  Andiw  Square— new  front,  .  1850 

Statue  of  Queen  Victoria,  by  llaodyside  Ritchie,  erected  at  Holyrood,  1851 
CoIosMd  Equeatiiao  Btetne  of  the  Dnke  of  Wellington,  by  John 

Steell,  elected  in  front  of  the  BegiaterHoQse,  .        .  1888 
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POPULATIOK  OF  EDI5BUR6fl. 


Th£  nearest  approaeli  to  anything  like  m  teM«  of  the  popuUktUm  of  Bdin- 
iHUgb  before  the  present  century,  seems  tu  Imre  been  ft  psper  in  poeseseion 

of  the  Bession-clerk,  cntitlwl  "  A  list  of  the  haill  possesjwirs  of  houses  in  the 
different  parishes,"  dated  1()78,  making  m  all  3,333  liuuHe^  in  the  six 
parishes  into  which  the  city  was  then  divUed;  multiplying  that  by  five, 
gave  »  fMfalation  of  nearly  17,000,  or  hf  iix,  of  20,000,  which  wan  probably 
beyond  the  ir.nrk.  Again,  in  1722,  an  enninrrfitinti  of  the  fuiuilies  in  the 
nine  parishes  into  which  the  city  was  then  povtiuued,  appears  to  have  been 
prepared,  making  nearly  6,000  ftmOiee,  and  S6,000inditidi»hi;  and*  allowing 
7,000  for  the  adjoining  population  of  8t.  Cathbert's,  and  adding  15,000  for 
the  suburbs  and  other  eiivimnH.  gave  a  totol  population  of  about  40,000. 
Ill  1755  Dr.  Webster  f  ttcniptcd  an  enumeration,  which  resulted  in  31,000 
{•opulaUon  to  the  city  proper,  4.500  to  the  Ganongate,  12,0(X»  to  St.  Cuth- 
berl'a,  or  West  Cltnrdi  pariah,  and  0,000  to  Leith :  in  all,  57,000. 

In  1776,  a  survey  of  the  number  of  hanses  in  Edinbnrp-li,  I>eitli  nvd 
environs,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  road  niouey,  was  taken,  making  ui 
all  13,806  dwelling-houses,  from  iribieh  Amot  infened  a  popnladou  of 
80,000 {  bat  that  was  fedtoning  lix  to  a  family  ;  whereaa,  cahnilating  five, 
which  seems  more  correct,  gircs  a  result  of  T^  ooo. 

Then,  again,  in  1791,  when  Sir  John  binclair  was  preparing  the  Statiii- 
tical  Account  of  tiootland,  an  ennmeiation  of  the  hthabltanta  of  many  of  the 
pariahet  of  Edinboigb  and  the  mihiitha  waa  made,  ftom  which  was  deduced 
a  popnkitien  of  aboot  84,000 bat  this  was  most  piobably  takton  on  too  high 
a  ratio. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  nineteenth  century,  a  regular  decennial 
census  of  the  popuUtlon  has  been  taken.  The  population-tables  presented 
to  parliament  shows  the  following  results  for  the  city  of  Edinburgh, 
including  the  environs  and  Leith 

1801.        ....  82.560 

18U,       .         .         .         .  102,987 

....  188,886 

188t   161,909 

1841   166.4.'>0 

1851  iy^.y-y 
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John  dc  Qii))itneM,      .      .  1377 

William  Lilx-rton,      .       .  1425 

William  L<  vinton,        .  14-'7 

William  Lilx  rtoii,     .       .  14'1'J 

Sir  II.  riestoii  of  Craigiiiiller,  1434 

Tliomns  Cnmstoun,      .       .  1 

Patrick  ('<>ckhnni,     ,       .  1447 

Thomas  dc  Cranstun,     .       .  14ul 

Alexander  Napcr.  .  1457 

Andrew  Ker.         .       .       .  1402 

liobeit  Mure  of  TolheUte,  1467 

John  Naper,  .       ,       .  1470 

JaiiK   (  lie h ton  of  Rathven,  1477 

William  livrtnihain,         .  14dl 

Patrick  Baron  of  SpUtlefield,  1482 

John  NaiKir,         ,       *       .  1481 

RioUard  jLawson,      .      .  14U1 

John  Mumty  of  Tulcbadam,  1492 

Walter  Hcrtruham,       ,       .  1494 

Alexander  L-iudor,    .  1501 

Richard  1^1  wson  of  Hierigga,  1504 

Alt'xnntler  I*;iu(Ut.        .        .  I'jns 

Arch.  Douglas,  Karl  of  AugUH,  1513 
Alexander,  Lord  Home,  Great 

Clintnberlain  of  S^ntl  urfl.  l.')14 

Patrick  Hamilton  of  Kincavel,  I  Ma 

David  Mclvin,      .       ,       .  \'>\f> 

Archibald  Douglas,   .       .  l')17 

llobert  Lo^n  of  Coalfield,    .  lo'iO 

Allan  Stewart,  .       .  l.VJi 

Francis  Kuthwell,        .      .  Ib24 
Koljert,  Lord  Maxwell, 
Sir  Jn.  Murray  frf Tolehadam, 
6ir  Thomas  Tod, 
Adam  Otterhnme, 

.fnmcfl  Lawson,     .       .       .  l'»3l 

e^imoii  Preston,        .      .  153t> 

WiUiam  Cniik.     ...  1540 

Sir  Andrew  K'  r  i.f  Little  Dane,  L">')0 

Arch.  Doughui  of  Kilapindjr,  1563 

l/yrd  Beaton,     .      .      .  1557 

T  Ma.  cal/.r.an  of  aifton-Hall,  l.V.H 

Arch.  Douglas  of  Kilspindy,  155i^ 


T.  Maccalzean  .>f  Clifton-Hall,  1561 
Arch.  DotJf^Ins  of  ICilspimi\ . 
Sir  S.  Prtsluu  of  (Jraigmiiicr,  l.'*U."> 

The  lAird  of  Grange^  .  l'jr.<« 

James  Macgill,            .  .  l.^^^TO 

Lord  Lindsay,  .  .  .  1573 
CU'orpe  Douglas  of  Furkhctd,  1576 

Archibald  Stewart,  157K 
Alexander  Clark  of  Ualbiiny,  1579 

James,  Earl  of  Axnn,  15M4 

William  Little,     .      .  .  15K6 

John  Amot,      ,      ,  .  i.'kst 

Willlaiii  Littlo,     .       .  .  i,',>.ii 

Nic(dl  Edwardf  .  .  Ib92 
Alex.  Home  of  North-Berwick,  1508 

llrnrv  Nislx't.    .       .  .  15t»7 

Alexander  Lord  Fyvie,  .  l5UeJ 

Karl  of  DunfermKng,  .  1605 

Ji'lin  Amot,          .       .  .  I0U8 

William  Xiftbct, .       ,  .  1615 

Alexander  Clark,          .  ,  I^IB 

DavTil  Aik.T  li.  :ir',     .  .  1619 

Sir  William  .Ninbct,      ,  .  1621 

Alexander  Clark,      .  .  16211 

David  Aikcnhead,        .  .  1624 

Sir  John  Arnot,         .  .  1625 

Diivid  Aikenluad,        .  .  1626 

Alexander  Clark,       .  .  1630 

David  Aikenhuui,         .  .  1634 

Sir  Jnlm  Hay,           .  .  1637 

8ir  William  Dick.  1638 

Sir  Alexander  Clark,  .  1640 

Sir  John  Smith,     .       .  .  1643 

8ir  ArtOabald  Tod,    .  1646 

fflr  James  Stewart,       .  .  1648 

Archibald  T.vi.l.        .  .  1662 

Andrew  RaniMiy,         .  .  1655 

Air  James  8tewart,       *  .  1658 

Sir  Iw.lx  rt  Murray,    .  .  IG60 

air  Andrew  Ramsay,    .  .  1662 

James  Ctarrfe,    .      «  «  1A7S 

Sir  ^^  ill  It  n  Pinning,   .  .  1675 

FrauciH  Kiulucb,      .  •  1877 
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Sir  Jaidm  Dick,    .  .      .   1679  I 

James  Flemine,  ♦  1681 

G«orge  Drommood,  .  .  1683 
ThomM  Kenned/,  •  1686 

M:igna8  Prince,  •  •  .  1687 
bir  John  Hall,  .      •      .  1689 

Sir  ArehiUM  Mair,  .      .  1600 

Hir  John  Hall,  .       .  1692 

Sir  Kobwrt  Ctiieslie,  .  .  1694 
Sir  Archibald  Moir,         .  1696 

M  rgc  Home,  .  .  .1698 
i'atrick  Johnston,     .      .  1700 

Hew  Cunningham,  .  .  17U2 
Hir  Patrick  Jolmston,        .  1704 

Sir  Sauiuul  M'Clellan,  .  .  1 7UG 
Sir  Patrick  Johmton,       .  17U8 

Adam  Brown,  .  .  .  1710 
Sir  Robert  Blackwood,      .  1712 

George  Warrendw,  .  .  1713 
John  Campbell,  .  .  1715 
William  KeflMm,  .  1717 

John  Camnbell,  1719 
John  Wigtitmau  of  Mauidslie,  1721 

John  Ckmpbcll,  .  .  .  1728 
George  Dniininond,  .  1725 

Archibald  Macauly,  .  .  1727 
Patrick  Lindsay,       .      .  1729 

John  Osburn,  .  ,  .1731 
Patrick  LindsAy,       •       •  1733 

Alexander  Wilson,  .  .  1735 
Archibald  Macaulr,  .  17.1»: 

James  Colauhoun,  .  .  17:in 
George  Halilmfton,         *  1740 

John  Coutts,  .  .  .  1742 
Archibald  Stewart,  M.P.,  1744 
George  Dmmmond,         .  1746 

Areliibald  MaoMily,  .  .  1748 
G«orge  DmmnMMM,         .  1760 

William  AUxamler,  .  .  \7^>2 
George  Drouimond,        • .  1754 

Robert  Montgomery,  .  .  1756 
G.   i^'i-  Drummond,  •  H.^S 

George  Lind,  •  .  .  1700 
Qttoifs  Dnimmonil,  17112 


James  Stuart,       •  ,      .  1764 

Gilbert  Laurie,  «       .       ITt  G 

James  Stuart,  .  .  .  1768 
John  Dftlr}-mple,      .      .  1770 

G51b«^rt  Laurie,  .  .  »  1772 
James  Stoddaft,  ■  .  1774 
AlexMider  BJnttid,  .  1770 

John  DelrTmnle,      .      .  1777 

Walter  HamiltOB,  .  .  1778 
David  Steoirt,  .  .  1780 
John  Grieve,  .  .1782 
James  Hunter  Blair,  1784 

John  Grieve,  .  .  .  1786 
ThomaK  Elder,           .        .  1788 

James  iStiriing,  .  .  iT'jO 
Thomas  Elder,  .  .  1792 
Sir  James  Stirling,  fiart,  1794 

Thomas  Elder,  .  .  .  1796 
Sir  Jamefi  Stiriing,  BtKt,  1798 

William  Fettes,  .  .  .  1800 
Neil  MaOTiear,  .  1802 
Sir  WiUiam  Fettei,  Bart,  .  l^^'l 
Donald  Smith,         .      .  1806 

WUIiam  Oonltor,  .  .  .  1S08 
William  Calder,        .      .  1810 

William  Creech,    .  •      •   181 1 

John  Marjoribanka,  IL  P.,  1818 

William  Arbutlmot,  .  .  1816 
Kincaiii  Mackenzie,  •  1817 

Joiin  Mandergton,  •  •  1819 
I  ^^'^Ii,un  Arbuthnot,  .  1821 

^Vk-xaudcr  Uenderson,      .  1823 

William  Trotter,  .  .  1825 
Walter  Brown,         .      .  1827 

William  AUan,  .  .  .  1829 
John  Learmonth,      •      •  1831 

James  Spittal,  .  •  .  1638 
James  Fonest,  •  •  1887 
Sir  James  FotWrt,  But,  ISnS 

Adam  Black,  •  •  «  1843 
Wimam  Johastoo,    .      .  1848 

Dimcari  M'T.aren,  •  •  1851 
John  Melville,  .      .      •  1854 


The  following  Ijord  Provosts  died  during  the  period  they  filled  the  civic 
chair,  via.,  Adam  Brown  in  October  1711,  Alexander  Kincaid  in  January 
1777,  and  William  Coulter  in  April  1809;  each  of  them  waa  inteixed  with 
a  panCe  fimenl  procession. 
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CITY  OF  £DiliBU£GU 
wttxm  ram  mmui  to  ths  fwmaatt  hms. 


Right  Ilonouraljle  Sir  Samuel 

M  aellan,  Lord  Provost,  1700 
Riffht  Hononrftble  Sir  Fbtrick 

Johnston,  Lord  ProTMt,  1709 
Sir  Patrick  Johnston,  .  1710 
Sir  James  Stetturt  of  Goodtrees, 

Ailvncat.  .       .       .  1713 

Right  Hoiiuuraltli-  George  War- 

rciulLT.  Lonl  I'rovust,     .  1716 
Right  lloriournble  John  Camp- 
bell, Lord  ProTost,    .       .  1721 
Riffht  Honourable  Jolm  Gamp> 

beU.  Lord  Provost,  .1722 
John  Campbell,  Esq.,  ktc  Lord 

Provost,  .  .  .  1727 
Bight    Hononrablo  Patrick 

Liudsav,  Lord  Provost.     .  1734 
Archibald  Stewart,  Exq.  (after- 
wards Lord  Provost),     .  1741 
James  Ker  of  Houghtridge, 

Convener  of  tlic  Trades,  .  1747 
WiUiam  Alejcander,  Em{*,  Ute 

LorAProTOit,  1764 
Itight     Hniiournblo  Gcorge 

Lind,  Lord  Provost,  .  1761 
JamM  Contts,  Esq.,  1702 
Sir  Laurence  Diuulus,  Hart.,  17r>S 
Sir  Laurenct;  Duiidau,  Bart.,  1774 
Sir  Laurence  Dundas,  Bart.,  1780 
J.  Hunter  Blair,  Esq.  of  Dunsky,  1781 
James  Hunter  Blair,  L«a.  m 
Dunsky  (aftannudi  Lord 
Provost),  .  1784 
Sir  Adam  Fergusson  of  Kil- 

kerran,  Bart.,  .  .  .  }784 
Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas,  1790 
Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas,  1791 
Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas,  1793 
Right  Hon.  Uonry  Dundas,  1796 
Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas,  1800 


Bigbt  Bon.  Hcnrv  Dun  !  n  ? ,      1 80t 
Bifl^t    Uonouraue  Chaclei 
Hope,  Lord  Adrocate  (aflor* 

wards  Lord  Pi .  ^i  lrnt),  .  1808 
Uunourable  George  AbexiatKn- 
by,  afterward!  Lord  Ab«r- 

ernmhy  1806 

Sir  Patrick  Murray  of  Och- 

tertyre,  Bart.,  .  180$ 

Sir  Patrick  Murray  of  Ochter- 

tyre,  Bart.,       .  .  1807 

Right  Hon.  William  Dundas,  1812 
Riu'ht  Hon.  WilliriMi  Pnndas.  1812 
Right  Hon.  W  iliiuin  Dundas,  1814 
Right  Hon.  William  Dundas,  1818 
Right  Hon.  William  Dundag,  1819 
Right  Hon.  William  Dumks,  1820 
Right  Hon.  William  Dundas,  18'26 
Right  lion.  William  Dondaa,  1830 
Robert  Adam  Dundas,      .  1831 
JamcH  Al^ercroinbv,  and  Fran- 
cis Jefirev,  Lord  Advocate,  180S 
Sir  John  Campbell  (Attorney 
General  of  England),  elected 
on  Francis  Jeffrey  being 
raised  lo  Die  bench,  .      .  18M 
Right  Hon.  James  AberefOttby 

and  Sir  John  Campbell,  1835 
Bight  Hon.  Jamea  ADercroml^ 

nr,(l  Hir  .Tn!in  <''nnipbell,  18S7 
Thos.  H.  Macaulay,  elected  on 

the  Right  Ho»«  J«inet  Aber* 

cromby  being  created  Lord 

Dunfermline,  .  1839 

Right  Hon.  Thos.  B.  Macaulay 

and  William  Gibson  rraic,  1841 
Charles  Cowan  and  Sir  W  iliiam 

Gibson  Craig,  Bart.,  .  1847 
Right  Hon.  T.  B.  Macaulay 

and  Charles  Cowan,  1862 
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Robert  Pollock, 
Henry  Chatteris, 

Patrick  Sands,  . 
Kobcrt  liyyd, 
John  Adamson, 
Robert  Leichton, 
Willium  Culvill, 
Andrew  Cant, 
Dr.  Alexander  Monro, 
at  the  Kevolutiou, 


1563 
1600 
1620 


deposed 


Dr.  Gilbert  Rale, 

Dr.  William  Carstairs, 

William  Wishart, 

Willlain  llamiltou, 

James  Smith,  . 

Dr.  William  Wishart, 

.lohu  Goldie, 

Dr.  William  Kobertaon, 

Dr.  George  Baird, 

Dr.  John  Lee,      •  . 


1689 
1704 
1712 
1733 
1736 
1737 
1754 
1762 
1798 
1840 


INDEX 
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Aberoorn,        ...  4 
Aberoom,  Mnrquis  of,  .  672 
Ab«rcronibT'»,  James,  Motion  to 
amend  tne  Bepresentation  of  the 
Cily,            .         .  873. 888 
  elected  Mem- 
ber for  Edinburgh,  427 


'  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons, 

created  Lord 


571 


i52 
444 

m 
•m 

3 

140 

57*; 

4fi2 
£ 
6,2 


Dunfermline, 

Accession  of  Willifim  IV., 
Accident  at  Lord  Kldin's  Sale, 
Agricola, 

AUcenliead's  Trial^ 
Albert,  Prince,         666i  568. 
Albert,  Prince  of  Wales,  bom, 
Alexander  JI., 

 in.. 

Alison  on  the  Management  of  the 

Poor,  .         .  411 

Anconlcme,  Duke  and  Dncbess  d',  IQS 
Annuilv  Tax,  42^  441^  531^ 

Anti- Burghers,  .         .  171 

Anti- Popery  Meetings,  44fl,  451 

Anti-Slavery  Meetings,  -10"),  406 

Archdukos.  John  and  Lewia,  of  Aus- 
tria, vi>!t  Kdiiibiir^h, 
Archers,  Royal, 
Aro^le  beheaded, 
Arthur,  King, 
Artbnr*8  Seat, 
AsscKrinte  Presbytery, 
Auchiiilcck,  Lord, 
Balmoral, 
Bank  of  Scotland, 


534. 


m 
m 

5 
111 

m 

211 
560 
139 


Banking  in  Edinburgh  in  early  times,  1S& 

Barony  of  Broii^bton,              .  899 

IJiiths  fur  the  \\  orking  Clauves,  494 

Battle  of  Mona  Grampius,        .  2 

Battle  of  Bannockbum,  2 

Battle  of  Boronghmuir,           .  2 

Battle  of  Flodden,        .          .  15 

Battle  of  Pinkie,  II 

Battle  of  Both  well- Bridge,       .  U2t 

Battle  of  SherifFintur,              .  159 

Battle  of  Falkirk,         .          .  Ifi2 

Battle  of  C)illodcn,       .         .  IM 


liiackiriars  Wjnd, 
Black  Turnpike, 


Pa«« 

Battle  of  CamperdowD«  .  28*2 

Battle  of  the  Nile,         .  .  283 

Battle  of  Tnifalgar,       .  .  803 

B-ittle  of  Waterloo,       .  .  324 

B«gbie'8  Murder,  .  .  806 

BiWe  Board.  .  .  iM 

HI  ukfriars  Monastery,  .  fi 

" 121.  273,  400.  548. 

54 1>. 

2iil 

Blackwood's  .Magazine  commenced,  Ml 

nine  Bhmket,  .  .  H 

I'.uard  of  Health,  .  .  m 

Board  of  Manufactures,  569.  576 

Borough  IxKjh,  .  .  Ifil 

Borough  Muir  OTergrown  with  wood, 

15.22 

Botanic  Gardens,  .  .  SuA 
Botliwoll  Bridge,  Battle  of,  .  124 
Botbwdl,  Earl  of,         .  .  21 

Boyle,  David,  (Lord  Justice  General), 

566,  5Ifi 

British  Association  for  Advancement 
of  Science  meet  in  Edinburgh,  4.18.  iLS9 

553.  iiail 

Brougliton,  Barony  of,  ^  aiJll 

BuochMich,  Duke  of,  16,  42K,  437,  :)i)0, 
Burgh  Kofurm,  20^,.  271.11^ 

Buriihers.  .  .  ,  171 

Burke's  Trial,  .  .  SM 

Bums  Commemoration,  .  838 

Caledoninn  Railway  opened,  .  523 
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